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EVENTS

Astounding Moral Conditions
A PRESS dispatch from New York 
** York says: “The teen age 'pickup' 
girl is rapidly exceeding her step­
sister, the wage-earning prostitute, as 
a public menace, child welfare author­
ities here are agreed. Major Bascom 
Johnston, director of the American 
Social Hygiene Association, said that 
the 'pickup' girl is more of a social 
problem than commercial prostitu­
tion.” Justice Panken of the chil­
dren's court of New York, “partly
blamed mothers who allowed 
foarteen-year-old daughters to 
and rouge like older women." 
ilar reports are coming from 

their
dress
Sim- 

other
sections of our country, but In all the 
statements made by the directors of 
Social Hygiene or the Justices of chil­
dren's courts there is no reference to 
God, the Bible, the church, of sin, or 
the restraining influence of Christian 
teaching or Christian faith. Until 
the root of the evil, sin, is recognized 
and the Divine cure is sought there 
will be no sufficient remedy found.

Protestantism Deteriorating
THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY in an 
* editorial headed "Protestant Reori­
entation” says: “Many of those most 
capable of appraising spiritual real­
ities frankly declare that the Christian 
tife of Protestantism Is deteriorating 
under the pervasive Influence of the 
secularists indlfferentlsm which char­
acterizes modern society.”

What The Christian Century is say­
ing in effect is that the modern world 
spirit is seeping into the Protestant 
churches $id discoloring their Chris­
tian complexion.

We sincerely hope that Southern 
Baptist churches will not go the way 
of the Protestant churches as indicat­
ed by The Christian Century, but that 
they will maintain their spiritual soul 
by anchoring their faith in an experi­
ence of grace and vitalizing it by a 
firm grasp upon the Word of God.

Parent Schools
A SURVEY Is being made in 

our larger cities, so we 
formed, to determine the need

some of 
are In­
for par-

ent schools to help combat increasing 
juvenile delinquency. The purpose of 
these schodls is to bring to the atten­
tion of parents the enormous juvenile

delinquency and to deal with cases of 
delinquency among the school chil­
dren. There are many reasons for 
the Increase in juvenile delinquency. 
The spirit of the age in which we live 
has much to do with It, the lack of dis­
cipline and direction In the homes and 
the general let-down in the social con­
ception of the basis for determining 
right and wrong. We wonder, how 
ever, if this Isn't a problem to which 
our churches should give serious con­
sideration? Why not have parent 
schools dealing with this problem of 
delinquency under the supervision of 
our churches? We will never have 
better social conditions until we have 
better homes, and we will never have 
better homes until we have better men 
and women. Our churches should give 
serious attention to the practical task 
of developing character and conduct 
In the religious lite of their members

Servants Rather Than Leaders 
I\R. E. STANLEY JONES. the great 

missionary evangelist, thinks that 
our efforts in church and Sunday 
school should not be directed to the 
training of leaders but to the develop­
ment of servants. He says, "some 
schools try to teach their students to 
l»e leaders; I beg you, don't. They 
will never be worth a thing until they 
forget It. All you produce Is fussy 
managers of other people. Jesua says 
you are to be servants. The servant 
loses himself in the will of the mas 
ter." Dr. Jones' Idea is that when a 
Christian worker decides that he does 
not want anything but to serve, then 
he becomes a leader, for people will 
want to follow him and he will dis­
cover harmonious relationships with 
others. It la the bossy leader that stirs 
up trouble. It Is the Chrlstly servant 
that brings in the Kingdom. But a 
servant needs training for service. The 
better the training the better the

Catholics and Freedom of 
Speech

IT was reported that three eminent 
scholars presented a panel discus

Sion on “The World Beyond the War" 
to a group session „t in,. Missouri 
teachers' convention.

W. E. Garrison, literary editor at 
The Christian Century. represented 
Protestantism, Prof. Franclp McMahon.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONS

Shall Baptists Remain 
Free?*

IAR. J. B. GAMBRELL once 
said, when there was a de­

termined effort to pull Southern 
Baptists into an Interdenomina­
tional organization without defl-
nitely defined objectives 
powers, that Baptists could 
work with a blind bridle 
Neither can they work In 
ecclesiastical straightjacket.

and 
not

SOUTHERN BAPTIST

HOME MISSIONS
My God Shall Supply All Your Need According To His Riches In Glory By Christ Jesus—Phil. 4:19.

Vol, xv. * may, 1044 N0.5.

All types of over-all direction 
hinders Baptists, cribs their 
style, and causes them to break 
with mapped-out programs Bap­
tists rebel against pressure di­
rection. They must be free to 
work as the Holy Spirit directs. 
They will co-operate, but they 
will not be driven. The funda­
mental principle in all Baptist 
life is co-operation.

The district associations, the 
state conventions, and the South 
ern Baptist Convention are not 
for purposes c* governing and 
ruling the churches In their 
work, they are of the churenes, 
by the churches, and for the 
churches.

The underlying principle of all 
Baptist organisations is free­
dom; not freedom to quit work, 
not freedom to disobey Christ, 
but freedom to co-operate in the 
kingdom work.

Baptists will be wise if they 
keep their conventions and agen 
cles their servants and not their 
masters. Let us beware of the 
power of money plied up

professor of philosophy at Notre Dame 
University. Catholicism, and Frlti 
Bamberger of Coronet magazine, the 
Jewish faith. A news dispatch says 
that soon after his return to Notre 
Dame. Professor McMahon was dis­
charged for refusing to allow the Uni- 
versify authorities to censor his re­
marks It would seem from this news 
dispatch that this Catholic institution 
does not believe In freedom of thought. 
We wonder If the Roman Catholic 
church, as such, believes in either 
religious freedom or freedom of the 
individual to think for himself in mat­
ters religious?

Board "onlhly by the Home Hoard Southern Baptist Convention '1 Red
Rock Building. Atlanta. Oa
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The Executive Committee is recommending 
to the Southern Baptist Convention a re- 
duction In the allocations to the two miR- 
sion boards — two and one-third per cent from 

the Home Mission Board and one per cent from 
the Foreign Mis- 

Shall We Reduce the sion Board. it 
Allocation to Missions? ®ee,ms that lhe Relief and An­
nuity Board must have more money to fund its 
old annuity contracts and the allocations com­
mittee is suggesting that this large per cent be 
taken from the mission boards to help meet this 
pressing need of the Relief and Annuity Board.

The Home Mission Board bears the brunt of 
the cut. From Home Missions is taken two and 
one-third per cent. There are several reasons 
why we think Qie committee should have found 
some other way to meet the emergency of the 
Relief and Annuity Board.

Such a large cut from Home Missions, we feel, 
is unfair to the Home Mission Board. The allo­
cations committee said that the larger cut from 
Home Missions was justified because the Home 
Mission Board had increased its budget in the 
past year by a much larger percentage than any 
other agency. But this argument is itself unfair. 
For fifteen years the Home Mission Board has 
been paying a burdensome debt. All the co-oper­
ative funds received during these years, except 
just enough to meet overhead operating expenses, 
went to pay interest and principal on the debt. 
That is the only reason the Board is out of debt 
now. The entire mission program of the Home 
Mission Board has been financed by designated 
funds, the Annie Armstrong Offering by the 
W.M.U. and the income from the Bottoms Trust 
being the chief sources of support. When the 
debts were paid, the Co-operative Program funds 
were released and, for the first time in fifteen 
years, the Board could enlarge its work. It seems 
hardly fair to take the first increase the Board 
was able to make in fifteen years as a reason for 
decreasing its allocation.

This recommendation of the Executive Com­
mittee, if adopted by the Convention, would set 
a dangerous precedent. It is unwise to meet 
emergencies by taking money from missions. 
Missions is the heart of our denominational work. 
Whatever affects our mission work will affect 
the denojnination in its over-all work. Thl Co­
operative Program is geared to missions. To 
reduce the allocations to missions to meet an 
•tti 'rgency for another agency will inevitably and

assuredly undermine the Co-operative Program.
Why do a right thing in a wrong way? Why 

not go as we are now going instead of branching 
out on new and untried paths which have all the 
evidences of disaster to our work in the offing? 
In the place of changing the method of support 
for the Executive Committee and piling up a re­
serve in a way that threatens the whole structure 
of our work as are also proposed, let the eight 
per cent which has heretofore been used to pay 
debts go to the Relief and Annuity Board. This 
would meet the emergency without threatening 
the whole structure of our work.

Shall We Cripple Our Mission Work? 
'THE Executive Committee is proposing to cre- 
x ate a reserve fund of $4,000,000 for the South­

ern Baptist Convention. This fund is to be raised 
by taking $5,000 per month from the Sunday 
School Board, ten per cent from the net earnings 
of the Hospital, and whatever is over after each 
and every agency of the Convention has received 
the full amount of its budget as fixed by the Con­
vention. This, of course, would peg the mission 
boards in their work, for the business and finan­
cial plan of the Convention provides that the bud­
get for each year of each agency shall be made 
on the basis of the cash receipts of the year be­
fore. Now, if the surplus receipts each year are 
taken from the agencies and they are required 
to budget on the basis of what they receive the 
previous year, then It would be impossible for 
them to enlarge their work; and if receipts skpuld 
at any time fall off, then it would peg the agen­
cies at the reduced figure. Shall this be done?

There is another very important word to be 
said about this proposed reserve fund. There is 
nothing so dangerous as the power of money. 
We are asking our people to tithe. But if the Con­
vention departs from its practice of the years and 
begins to bank the money given instead of using 
it in kingdom work, our people will say, "If that 
is lhe way they are going to handle our tithe, we 
will keep it. or we will designate it." There is 
nothing so sensitive as the money nerve. What­
ever Hie Convention does it had better think twice 
before it takes money given for mission work and 
lays it up in a bank when the world is perishing 
for the Gospel.

A new world order cannot appear and prevail 
with the present mental, moral and stewardship 
order in our churches.
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“God Enabled Me”
I press toward the mark for 

the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 3:14.

A convert on a Home Mission field 
wanted to overcome his timidity so 
that he might render service accepta­
bly in the position of leadership to 
which he had been elected.

However, he shrank from these re­
sponsibilities, being fearful of himself 
and his ability to do what the office 
required, although be really wanted 
to very much.

For months, though given the task 
of Sunday School superintendent, he 
would stay away from the church rath­
er than appear before the group. Hla 
friends prayed again and again that 
he would be given the strength to 
overcome his timidity. Many times he 
promised to be in his place on Sunday 
morning only to disappoint the mis­
sionary.

One Sunday he surprised the little 
group at mission services by keeping 
his promise and taking charge In a 
splendid manner. When asked to lead 
the preliminaries for church service 
he did so at once and without embar­
rassment. The following Wednesday 
evening at prayer service, he gave a 
testimony of God’s goodness In an­
swering his prayers.

"As I worked in the mine on Mon­
day," he said, “I shed tears of joy be­
cause God enabled me to do the thing 
I had long wanted to do for Him."

Humble Gratitude
In everything give thanks —

1 Th ess. 5:18.

A group from a church in a certain 
city conducted services each Sunday 
afternoon on what was called Squat 
ter’s Island.

This section, where lived the poor­
est people of the city, is so called be­

cause It is an area often overflowed 
by the river and thus is worthless for 
any development, except the use the 
poor people had made .of it In build­
ing here their shanties from driftwood 
and scrape of tin.

On a certain Sunday the group from 
the church conducted services for the 
Negroes who lived on the Island.

During the service an old Negro 
preacher was called on to lead In 
prayer.

Dressed in his tatters, his clothes so 
worn that they scarcely hung on his 
back, the old man lifted his face and 
his voice tn prayer.

Strange to say, the poor old man 
did not think of his needs at all but 
was mindful only of the blessings 
which God had given him. He poured 
out his heart In a sincere prayer ot 
thanksgiving.

Love Demonstrated
The greatest of these Is love.

—I Cor. 13:13.

Fifteen Seminole Indians received 
practical assistance in illness from 
Rev. Willie King, Home Board mis 
slonary, in a recent month.

"Billie Bowlegs Is here now In bed. 
making the fifteenth Indian to come 
to our house for medical treatment." 
Brother King wrote in sending his 
monthly report. "He Is seventy-nine 
years old and is sick with feWY."

When gas rationing and tire short 
ages threatened the mission work 
among these Florida Indians eighteen 
of them came to the missionary to dis 
cuss the serious situation

"Is there some way we can help you 
so that you can continue to come to 
us?" they asked The Indians then 
suggested that If gas and tires should 
not be available they wanted him tn 
come into their camps and live with 
them.

"We want to continue in hearing you 
talk about Jesus way," they said. "We 
think time has come that we have to 
submit ourselves to whlteman’s way. 
also to Jesus way We don't want you 
to leave us."

The missionary assured them that 
he had no intention of leaving, but

Spiritual Autobiography 
Commended

A REMARKABLE spiritual au 
** toblography la His Precious 
Promises, according to Dr. Hight 
C Moore.

After reading this book. Dr. 
Moore wrote at once to the au­
thor, Dr. J. W. Beagle, to com­
mend the work.

"I have read every line of it," 
he wrote, "not only with frater 
nal appreciation but also Intel 
lectual admiration and spiritual 
exhilaration.

"I may add that Mrs. Moore 
is just now reading it with equal 
interest and inspiration."

To the author Dr. Moore ex­
presses the personal prayer “that 
your path will brighten more 
and more unto the Perfect Day."

that he hoped "to be with you as long 
as I am alive.”

That the missionary has fuHy won 
the love of the people was further 
demonstrated by their final word to 
him: "Will you be over tonight to 
tell us about Jesus way?"

Eternal Hope
We have a building of God. an 

house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens — 2 Cor 
5:1.

A number of young men of our 
church have been called into the army 
Many others are to be called very 
soon. This has brought a severe test 
Ing for the church, but the Lord will 
increase our faith.

One of the boys In the army wrote 
to his father saying, “Daddy, I know 
now that death Is very near me. but I 
am not afraid of It because I know 
that Jesus Christ saved my soul when 
I believed on Him. Don’t be sorry for 
me. because God will take care of me.” 
—<’. Hernandez Rios, Mexican mis­
sionary

Home Board Removal
(Continued from page 5) 

terest in Its work has risen there un­
til that state is among the strongest 
supporters of the Board and of the 
Convention.

"The Board had demonstrate! its 
right to live, and had won th<- < onfl 
d'-nee of the denomination. It was » 
hard struggle; none but thos«- who 
managed its affairs will ever know 
how much of toll and anxiety it cost, 
or what unceasing labor It required 
They are written In the book of cod’s 
remembrance, and will be known only 
st the fl.jtkl day "

When the Home Board Was Moved to Atlanta
Momentous Decision in 1882 Was Forerunner 
To Denominational Unification Development

T
UB removal In 1882 ot the Home Mlselen Hoards ofrltes trom Marlon, a 
small town In Alabama, to Atlanta, booming gateway city of the Southeast 
marked the beginning ot a new order ot mission work In the South It 
also became the herald ot a now and larger lite ot a unified Southern Baptist 

Convention. Prior to that lima Baptists In the South had been largely rural In 
hsbltnl. small In numbers, and weakened In their mission ettorts by division 

The rear ot the Board’s remoral-and largely by reason ot new Impetus given 
to the whole denomination’s program through the Board’s reorganisation co­
incident with the removal—(narked the beginning ot an upsurge of Baptist lite.

The Convention at Greenville in
1882 discussed at length the question 
of removal aa one of the “most mo­
mentous questions to come before IL" 

The move was advocated by many 
because Atlanta was a growing city 
of 40.000 population, central and ac­
cessible, with a "large preponderance 
of Baptist influence," and Georgia was 
’’the greatest Baptist state in the 
world,’’ contributing more than any 
iitate for the support of the Board.

The Convention finally voted 222 
to 13 for the removal, and instructed 
the Board to move to Atlanta as soon 
as practicable and to secure a corre 
spending secretary as Its executive 
officer.

Rev I. T. Tichenor, D.D., called 
from the presidency of Alabama Agri 
cultural and Mechanical College at 
Auburn, became the Board’s corre­
sponding secretary on July 1, 1882 
He became the directing genius who 
in large measure during the next two 
decades welded the scattered Baptist 
ranks Into a cohesive denomination

Disunity Described
This (Christian statesman in a later 

sketch of the Board has given a pic 
ture of the weakness of the mission 
work and of the poorly organized de 
nominallonal life of 1882

The condition of the Board excited 
ib<* gravest apprehensions." he wrote 
’’Its receipts from the churches were 
less 'han $20,000. It had not more 
than forty missionaries outside of the 
Itylian Territory, It had but four west 
°> the Mississippi River "

I’erhaps disunity in the support of 
den-’! ^national missions In the vari 
ous states was more discouraging than 
the I... k of funds. To say the least, the 
Bituallon described by Dr. Tichenor 
held little promise for the Integrity 
°f Baptist mission work under the 
Southern Baptist Convention program

' 1 !>•■ Baptist Convention In Arkan 
sas was In co-oporatlon with the Home 
Miss- -n Society of New York. ” he re­
cords "Nothing had bee.i attempted 
In Missouri for years, and that state 

seemed lost to the Board’ forever 
Texas was divided into five mission­
ary organizations, four of which were 
receiving aid from the Home Mission 
Society, and the fifth was paralyzed 
by Its own dissensions. Thus the en­
tire territory west of the Mississippi 
River bad passed out of the hands of 
the Board.

A Divided Constituency
"East of the river, the Mississippi 

Board was in alliance with the Publi­
cation Society, Georgia was co-operat­
ing with the Society In New York in 
work among the Negroes, while Flor­
ida was hesitating between remaining 
with the Board or forming an alliance 
with the same Society.

"The State Boards had grown vig­
orously, and from several of the states 
the Home Mission Board was exclud 
ed by action of the State Conventions 
It is not to be wondered that the Con­
vention at Greenville pondered the 
question whether removal or abandon­
ment was the wiser policy. When It 
was decided to remove it to Atlanta, 
and the present Board was put in 

BAPTISTS IN ATLANTA
1I7HEN Southern Baptists assemble In Atlanta In their ninety-ninth 
' ’ annual session this month they will be meeting in one of the most 

predominantly Baptist cities in the world.
The eighty-five white Baptist churches of the metropolitan area reported 

last year a total membership of 67,948. Negro Baptists with 143 churches 
number 53,600. Thus in the city’s population of 400,000 thirty per cent 
are members of Baptist churches.

Oddly enough the eighty-five white Baptist churches last year, 1943, 
reported 1.944 baptisms.

Sunday school enrollment in these churches totals 43,592, while the 
Training Unions have 6,827, and the W.M.U.’s report 9,910.

Church property, including eighty-three meeting houses owned by the 
eighty-five churches and twenty-two pastorlums, is valued at $4,308,632.

Contributions of Atlanta Baptista to kingdom work everywhere ex­
ceeds a million dollars annually, last year's total being exactly $1,077,- 
.s39.R0 Of the total, nearly twenty-five per cent or $240,958 was given to 
missions.

charge, the outlook was by no means 
assuring. A survey of the field Indi­
cated a great defeat and a lost cause."

Dr. Tlchenor’s vision and heroic 
efforts in the next decade produced 
results in denominational unity and 
co-operation vitally necessary for Bap­
tista especially in this critical period 
in the life of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Impelled by Conviction
His own conviction of the necessity 

of the Board’s continuance and its 
activities he chronicles as follows:

"Impressed with the conviction that 
the existence of this Convention de­
pended upon the resuscitation of its 
fortunes, the new Board threw itself 
Into the arduous work before It with 
the determination to use every proper 
effort to reclaim Its lost territory, and 
make itself a support to the Conven­
tion. This could not be done without 
money, and our Impoverished and dis­
heartened people could not be expect­
ed to give a speedy or liberal response 
to its demands.

"But such were the earnestness ot 
Its efforts and the happy results of its 
policy, that In five years there was 
not a missionary to the white people 
of the South who did not bear a com­
mission from either the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, or one of our state boards in 
alliance with it.

"Its territory had been reclaimed. 
Texas had been united In one great 
Convention in hearty sympathy and 
co-operation with the Board. So was 
Arkansas, so was Louisiana, A new 
spirit had possessed Missouri, ^and in-

(Continued on page 4) \
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Anglo Mission Spirit 
Shows Christian Way
To Mexican Neighbors

By Pedro A. Hernandez
'THE Magnolia. Texas, Baptist 
* Church of the American people 

opened their doors for the meeting of 
the Mexican District W.M.U. meeting.

The program was evangelistic in 
nature. There were eight churches 
represented and four missions. The 
highlight of the day was when Broth­
er Karkalits preached a very sincere 
and powerful sermon in English. 
There were four baptisms in the after­
noon and the ordination of Deacon 
Lewis Castro to the Magnolia Mexican 
Baptist Church.

We are happy to know that the 
mission spirit has come to the Amer­
ican churches, both rural and city, 
because in that way the next door 
neighbor, the Mexican people, have 
found a clear path upon which to tread 
on the Christian way of life.

Seminary Library Needs 
Early Magazines

/COPIES of Our Home Field, early 
publication of the Home Mission, 

Board, are needed to complete the files 
in the library of Southern Baptist The­
ological Seminary, as follows:

1888-89—All of Vol. 1.
1889-90—All of Vol. t.
1890-91—Sept.-July, Vol. 3.

। 1891-92—All of Vol. 4
' 1892-93—All of Vol. 5.

1893-94—All of Vol. 6.
1894-95—Oct.-Feb., Vol. 7.
1895-96—All issues. This was com­

bined with the Foreign Mission Jour­
nal, October, 1895. to May, U96. under 
the title The Mission Journal. Accord­
ing to the volume numbers It seems 
that The Home Field was not resumed 
for another year.

1896-97—All issues.
1897-98—All issues.
1898-99—Sept.-Dec., 1898; Feb Aug .

1899—Vol. 9.
1899-1906—All issues.
1906-07—Vol. 18. Aug., Sept., 1906.
1908-09—Vol. 20, Aug.-Oct., Dec, 

1908; Jan.-Apr., 1909.
1914—Vol. 25—July-Dec.
1915—Vol. 26—Feb., March, April, 

June.
Anyone who has copies as indicated 

above and will give them to the Sem 
inary for its library, please communi­
cate with Mr. Leo T. Crismon, South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisvllld, Kentucky. This will be a 
real contribution to the preservation 
of missionary history.

New Mexican Mission Church

Above is the new building of the Mexican Baptist Church, Abilene. Texas. 
Construction was begun in 1942, but final improvements were not completed 
until recently. A brick veneer home for the missionary has also been built, the 
total value of church and home being $6,500. First Baptist Church and other 
churches of Abilene contributed most of this money, but the property was deeded 
to the Home Mission Board. The missionary on this field is Rev. Eulogin L 
Garza.

HEALING IN HIS RAYS
(Continued from page 7)

at. We occupy lands from wl ich we 
drove the Indians but an Indian or 
phaned boy from Panama could not 
enter our United States to be cared 
for in Murrow Indian Orphans' Home 
in Oklahoma until special permission 
was granted by official Washington. 
It is color that breaks out In a rash 
of prejudice again.

And now that Chinese can come, 
how will we welcome them’ As cor 
dially as the Chinese who are already 
here? "Our brave allies.' "the first 
to fight" will these factors be forgot 
ten when the fighting is done or will 
we bind China to us by true friendli­
ness? We can be beginning now 
through the Home Mission services in 
Chinese sections

Missionary’s Children 
Scattered Afar

W' son, Philip, is In the Army
Air Corps In Florida, and 

hopes to fly a plane to bomb 
Japan My daughter. Margaret, 
is in William and Mary College 
Recently I had a letter from my 
family In China My three 
daughters go to school in the 
new capital of Kwangtung Prov­
ince. — Shau Yan Lee. Chinese 
missionary.

Clinical examination would reveal 
that the cause of racial prejudice is 
most often economic: laborers on low 
wage levels are pitted against colored 
people who. because they must, will 
accept less still.

Economic Offenders
In western states the "offender is 

the Mexican, "the greaser." In cer 
tain sections the "offender" is the mi­
grant worker, the dispossessed who 
seeks employment at seemingly menial 
Jobs which are still essential to Amer­
ican life Or perhaps it Is the crowded 
groups in a city. Isolated by language 
and custom

Class prejudice rises like a fever 
against these honorable people caught 
in a web of poverty In an actual way 
they need healing, for undernourished 
bodies are susceptible to many dlB- 
easi-s Most of all they need Christ 
who is the great reclaimer and up­
lift e.r

Home Missions can open these and 
other rancoring spots of ailment be­
fore our eyes and make us see we can­
not Itundage or give an alleviating 
remedy which salves over an evil sit­
uation

We must, as Christians, reach to the 
greedy cause of the trouble and root 
it out with the complete cleansing 
which Christ can give.

More missionaries to go for Him, 
more money to send and equip them 

this Is the cry of "the sin-sick and 
sorrowin,, whom Christ doth heal "

K
nowledge of the benefits of 
"Dr. Sun" came but recently 
to mankind, but two thousand 

years have passed since the Sun of 
Righteousness spread His healing rays 
over the blighting sin of mankind.

As we loof< at America today we 
readily see tittering sores where only 
the light of Christ can bring healing 
to wounded humanity. Home Missions 
is In a sense the attendant physician, 
going with the touch of healing which 
css lift from the shadow of death Into 
healthy life In Christ.

There are not only the physical ail­
ments of southern people which are 
readily seen the half of the popula­
tion who are sick, the sixty per cent 
who need help for their Impaired vis 
Ion, the seventy-five per cent who do 
not "see your dentist twice n year " 
Tuberculosis, trachoma, social diseases 
make great inroads on the population 
There are not enough doctors and 
nurses to care for all the suffering 
In the Sooth even If these patients 
could afford to go to see them

But there are also subtle diseases 
of hale and fear and sin that are 
spreading like epidemics among our 
people which call for inoculation of 
vigorous Christian attitudes for treat 
ment that will open such dangerous 
Infections to the healing touch of 
Christ's light. Horne Missions offers 
its services here in generous measure

Field for Christian Brotherhood

One can scarcely handle barbed wire 
without being cut a little, sometimes 
suffering a cruel gash which requires 
tender care and skilled treatment 
When people are put behind bur tied 
wire, personalities suffer deep wounds, 
yet here In our Southland are Amer­
ican citizens suddenly lifted out of 
their businesses, school, and home life 
and set down In guarded territory 
circled by bprbed wire, euphemistical­
ly called Japanese Relocation Centers

M"st of these 110.000 are loyal 
American citizens, who though having 
yellow faces know almost as little 
about Japan as lily-white Americans 
know Can you Imagine the hurt 
hearts, the wounded spirits behind 
this l>arbed wire?

“They took our fingerprints as if 
we were criminals," said an attractive 
college graduate, music major. With 
•pedal honors and medals She did 
not speak accusingly but objectively, 
with an effort to make it a joke, but 
the sting was there.

”A Jap's a Jap even If he's an Amer­
ican is a boomerang taunt that flies 
In all directions with Its wounding 
blows it indicates a strained racial 
Prejudice which reacts on the soul of 
the speaker: it turns to cutting Insult

Healing 
in

His Rays
By JULIETTE MATHER

for the loyal American Nisei whose 
buddy was blinded for life in the heroic 
advance of the 100th Infantry Bat­
talion of the Fifth Army's crack 34th 
Division in Italy, or the Issei whose 
son is dead on the Italian coast in 
his proudly worn olive drab uniform

Sincere Christianity hastens to help 
Southern Baptists avoid such rankling 
prejudices while Home Missions 
should Ih- busier in relocation centers 
serving to show we believe Christ's 
death is for all mankind. His sacri 
fire makes us brothers.

Invisible Barriers

Barbed wire can tie seen but there 
are invisible barriers which cut and 
wound also.

"Can a Jewess attend . . . ?" the 
polite, educated mother asked, naming 
the state Baptist college.

Can sinAnd if she attends will 
she be welcomed to sororities, to clubs, 
and all the social life of the campus? 
Or will there be a tight wall which 
doses in on her suffocatingly?

American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
at Rohwer Relocation Center, 

Arkansas.
Ilun.r .Missions prows that Christ s 

sacrifice nicl.es us brothers

In some northern states gangs have 
l>een overturning headstones In Jew­
ish cemeteries, painting ugly signs on 
synagogues. Let us move quickly in 
the South to offset any Infectious out­
breaks of anti-Senfitism.

The germs are here. Have you seen 
them? “Gentiles only" at a tourist 
camp or cafe door is an evil germ. 
Sometimes It Is more subtle and reads 
"Restricted Clientele." Strange that 

we would call ourselves Christian and 
do injury to the race which gave us 
Christ.

It was in a southern city that the 
son of a successful business man, a 
Jew, was “beaten up" on his way 
home from school by boys older and 
bigger who picked the quarrel by 
taunts and jeers and blows.

In these days so dark for Jews, 
when their hearts are drawn in anx­
iety for friends and loved ones, should 
we not be offering the comfort of 
Christ, the balm of Gilead, the healing 
knowledge that the Messiah has come, 
is here now In the Holy Spirit?

An old disease still clings to south­
erners: we call it "white superiority.” 
If we dare lift it into the light of the 
Sun of Righteousness, will it still 
stain our Christian profession?

A Dream With a Meaning
A poignant story describes the life 

■ >f a white girl in a dream in which 
she was black. Her aspirations for 
education could not be fulfilled; ber 
longing to be a iftirse could not be 
realized, her house had no sanitary 
facilities; her street no electric lights; 
her school building was a makeshift; 
her church was a hand-me-down; her 
soul was buffeted and bruised, her 
heart sore with disappointment, her 
mind frustrated. x.

She awoke In her own bed,'{b ber 
own room, in Iter own house. tm>her 
family, to her own privileged white 
life, but she was not the same In her 
attitudes toward her sisters whose 
skin pigment was a little heavier and 
whose life was so drastically changed 
by the differences history had accum­
ulated because of that.

Will there not be a terrific outbreak 
of hidden feelings long restrained if 
freedom is a word in the white vocab­
ulary only, yet demands the death of 
black and yellow for its preservation? 
Wounds long without relief become 
gangrenous and infected: must we not 
open them to healing light?

Recently our Government drew out 
a painful sliver which had stifled and 
throbbed in Internationa] affairs when 
it repealed the Chinese Exclusion Act.

There are other strange prohibitions 
that intelligent Christians must look 

(Conffnurd on page 6)

nicl.es
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The Lord Has Done 
Great Things

Deville

At the right are Rev. and 
Mrs. Berkman DeVille, mis­
sionaries on Point an Chien. 
Below is the neat chapel 
built by the Home Board 
for the growing church and 

mission school.

By Mrs. Berkman

A
S I look back over six years of 
the Gospel on Point au Chien. 
I can say out of a heart of 

deep gratitude, "The Lord has done 
great things for us; whereof we are 
glad." We found these people living 
in the bayous of lower Louisiana 
neglected In every phase of life. Ob­
stacles seemed to mount to the sky. 
The scriptural Injunction to be wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves 
came to have real meaning to the mis­
sionaries—also that the sins of the 
parents would be visited on the chil­
dren to the third and fourth genera­
tion.

Here was a people that had long 
been In the grip of whiskey and its af­
termath diseases.

Lack of water, mosquitoes, poor 
housing conditions, inter-marriage 
within families, undernourishment, 
superstition, and fear added their 
share to the suffering.

Some few had been to medical doc 
tors and to Charity Hospital in New 
Orleans, but the large majority looked 
to faith healers to cure their many dis­
eases. ,

I shall never forget our Introduction 
I to faith healing It was our second 
or third Sunday on the field. Just 
at service time one of the men sent 
for Mr. DeVille to ask him to take one 
of his little boys to a faith healer. 
Mr. DeVille sent him word that he 
would be glad to take the child to a 
doctor after service. They did not 
wait, but took the child on.

Crusade Against Filth
After much preaching and teaching 

against this practice, our Christian 
people were convinced it was wrong

But how were they to gel medical 
attention? To this day it costs $3!> 
cash to get a doctor on the Point, and 
$40 to get one on the Island a few 
miles below. There was no transpor 
tation. We had won a victory with 
strings to it.

We began our health program in 
the school by teaching personal clean 
liness and helping the childen gel rid 
of head lice. Several of the children 
I took out. tied their eyes and face 
up, and washed their heads in lysol.

One little girl came day after day 
with her ears all sore and big bolls in 
her bead, just eaten up with lice. 1 
was afraid to do anything for her with

out permission from her grandmother
When I could not stand It any long 

er, Mr. DeVille finally went and asked 
if I could wash her head

After her head was clean. I thought 
It was a shame not to finish the job. 
so I gave her a good bath. Not until 
I had finished did I realize just what 
1 had done.

"If she gets sick," I thought to my 
self. "I've not only gotten myself Into 
trouble, but .Mr DeVille also. '

So I fed her good and kept her out 
in the sunshine before taking her back 
Io school

I can truthfully say lived 
through that first summer by the 
grace of God, common sense, and ivsol

The regularity of the school room 
did wonders for the children and the 
homes. One boy tn particular, they 
told us. had been almost an invalid 
all his life. He came to school, learned 
to eat. cleaned himself up. and is to 
day one of the healthiest boys In th,, 
community.

We worked until we got the health 
nurse to come out ami viv- typhoid 
and diphtheria shots each year taking 
her to the Island al our expense

Only the Heavenly Father knows the 
trips we made In those first years tn 
doctors and hospitals In New ()rh*r.i:s

day and night
In the last few years we got the 

people to lake out Insurance, which 
gave them ambulance service to New 
Orleans to the hospital, but still they 
had to give a doctor's certificate to 
get this

Very few could read the directions 
for taking their medicine, so usually 
this was our task, too

I'npredictable Patients
Many of these cases we took in hand 

with fear ami trembling, for we could 
never tell what they might do the 
minute we were gone. Many times 
af'er 1 carried babies or small chil­
dren t<> the doctor and he would tell 
the parents the child must not have 
a thing but liquids, the first thing 
th<y would do as soon as we left the 
office would be to ask to stop at a 
«iore and buy a big box of cakes or 
worse for I he child .

Tlmn the agony we went through 
trying to teach them that penumonlt 
patients must have fresh air and lees 
visitors'

The people had a custom of gather­
ing where there was sickness, and just 
silting nr standing outside when there 
was no more available space i-tslde. 
Tills was I heir way of expressing 'heir 
love and sympathy

There was hardly a day that we 
did not have one or two Infections 
to dress and see after.

Our alm from the beginning was to 
help the people to help, themselves 
We loaned or gave them bed linens 

,*nd night tithes in sickness to teach 
them. In many cases I fixed their 
meals or diets. We bought baby 
clothes and "undies'' for the little 
girls. Customs, fear, and superstitions 
are only overcome with a strong battle.

Helping the Most Needy

Of all the suffering we found. I 
think that of the mothers and babies 
was outstanding. The women could 
not read; there was no background 
to build on.

They were taught (hat If any ad 
vance preparation was made for a 
new baby coming Into the home the 
child would not live. The mothers 
were kept so warm they could hardly 
breathe, and given only hot water to 
drink. A bath for mother or baby was 
unheard of.

Many of the babies were born dis 
eased, or soon developed rickets, and 
the soft spots on the head did not 
close as they should, until many of the 
people believed that the head must 
be bound at birth or It would remain 
open.

Often although a baby was born fine 
and strong, the faith healer would tell

Early-in his work Missionary DeVille started a school. Here is the fifth grade, 
the missionary on the right Mrs. L. Grace Thompson, another missionary, 

is on the left
them It was marked by some kind of 
bird or animal To save the baby's 
life It must be smoked with the fur 
or feathers of this certain bird or 
animal

We have one little girl who was 
about nine months old wifen we went 
on the field, just skin over bones, We 
have worked all these years to build 
up her little body. They tell us she 
was born a fine fat baby, but was 
smoked until left In this condition

1 was in and out of the homes doing 
wnat I dared, but I felt If I could 
just get some of the women to South 
ern Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, 
and let them see and experience what 
[ was trying to teach them, they would 
come home with an understanding 
ibat would be a blessing to all

Comrades in the Crusade

I went to New Orleans to see Dr 
Louts J. Bristow and he gladly con 
senti'd to take our expectant mothers 
al what we thought they could ray 
i lirlstinn doctors gave their services 
A great burden was lifted, but there 
was still (lie problem of a place for 
the women to stay lite last few days, 
for we were seventy five miles from 
Sew Orleans. 

One-room hut on Point au Chien in 
"huh live ten children and their 

l>arentB — typical of the section.

PI AN NOW t0 Spend Next Summer's Vacation iLRli li U it of America's Greatest Theologtca 
Winona Lake School of Theology, Winona Lake, 

t<n Mlnhlrrt, 7 curlier*, Ml**lonarlc*, Sunday School Worker* and Laymen 
Eighteen State* Several Foreign Conntrle*. twenty churcbei In 1M3 Sewwlon 

Thorough, Evangelical. Regular Degrees.
Iwo Semester* at 1.1 Day* Each. June ?8—Aut. 8. 

For Urnvpectua «<-nd to the President. Dr. J. A Ruftmar, I’pland. Ind.

with some 
T eachers.

ndiana ,

50 Free 
Rooms

went well until time for our first 
mother to go. Just before the ambu­
lance arrived, the husband came and 
wanted Mr. DeVille to go tell them not 
to come. He had decided not to let 
his wife go (we had gone to Houma, 
twenty-two miles, the day before and 
made the arrangements). The Ixrnd 
was with us tn power, and the mother 
went on as we had planned. This 
mother has been back the second time, 
and the husband was a happy man 
(hat she could do so.

When our second mother went I 
drove over on the ambulance with 
her expecting to return with the driv­
er She could not speak a word of 
English, so I found M necessary to 
stay with her several days.

While I understand some French. I 
can speak only a few /^otMt^but we 
do understand our people. aP4 often 
in the Master's work I have xound 
action more necessary than words.

Baby formulas had to be made daily 
until the mothers learned to measure 
them Day after day we made the 
rounds, giving medicine here and 
(here as we saw the need.

The White Cross of Louisiana came 
to our rescue last year with medicine 
and supplies.

To all who are making this mission 
work possible we want you to know 
that your missionaries count it a priv­
ilege to work with a people we have 
come to know and love.
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Christianity In Action Draws 
Hungry-Hearted Jew to Christ

By JACOB GARTENHAUS

M
Y telephone rang. The call 
waa from the Veteran's Hos­
pital. "Is this the Rev. Gar- 

tenhaus?" waa the query. When I re­
plied that it was, the voice continued: 
"One of our Jewish patients has earn 

estly requested that you visit him.'' I 
had no idea who the man was or why 
he wished to see me.

As I entered his room at the hos­
pital, he greeted me pleasantly by 
najne. “You will forgive me for Lak 
ing the liberty of requesttag you to 
come here." he said. "Several years 
ago I heard you speak in my city.

"At the time I gave very little 
thought to what you had to say, but 
since being laid up in this hospital I 
have had time to think and read. I 
have practically finished the entire 
New Testament.

"Just a few days ago a Christian 
lady passed by my room and handed 
me one of your tracts. When I saw 
your name on it I told the lady that 
you were the very man I thought of 
as I read the New Testament and re­
called your message.

“'I wish 1 could meet that man 
again,' I remarked to her. and she Im 
mediately said, 'I am sure he would 

|W>e glad to come here and see you '"
And that was the reason for my tel 

epbone call.
"I really did’not think you would 

take the time to come," he continued 
"The rabbi was notified of my being 
here, but I have not as yet seen him "

According to God s Planning

He then expressed his gratitude for 
the Interest and love for him man! 
fested by one of the ministers and 
some Christian women who had 
brought him fruit and magazines It 
was the first time he had had dis 
played to him true Christianity in 
action, which to me is the best com­
mentary on the New Testament. No 
wonder then that an Interest was 
awakened In him to know more about 
ft. In all my contacts I have never 
met a man more hungry for the truth.

It was like a dream, he said, to see 
me sitting in his room. I told him 
that I believed h Isabel ng brought to 
the hospital whereMie could read the 
New Testament and then meet some 
Christian friends and the very man 
who first Introduced him to the Mes­
siah, was God’s planning.

"1 cannot see how It could be any­
thing else," he said.

I spent two and a half hours with 
this man, but time was never better 
spent. I pointed out to him several 
prophecies which prove conclusively 
that the Christ of the New Testament 
was none other than the Messiah of 
the Old Testament. No one ever list 
ened more eagerly to a message than 
did he. Then, having gone over the 
prophecies and having satisfactorily 
answered his many questions, I asked 
him, in the light of all this, whether 
he believed Jesus to be (be promised 
Messiah.

At once came his answer. "1 do be­
lieve." Taking the man’s hand I 
offered a prayer of thanksgiving. Lil 
tie had I realized in the beginning 
what that visit would bring forth- 
that a soul would be born again'

Missionary Rejoices
In Spiritual Growth

Of Italian Members
By Alex Pasetti

A LTHOUGH we cannot report much 
1 increase numerically, we are hap 

py to report the spiritual growth in 
the lives of our members in the Italian 
missions in Tampa

For example, a young lady has been 
a member of the church for a long 
time, she had never made mention of 
attempting to win someone to Christ 
In fact, she even said that she could 
not do such a thing, that she did not 
possess the ahilily to Ih- a soul winner

About five weeks ago w<- had a study 
course in "Winning Others to Christ 
A few days later this young lady told 
us of speaking to another young lady 
about coming td Sunday Schoo) and 
services and went a little farther and 
spoke to her about her soul and eter 
nity.

This is a marked growth a marked 
inward growth—at our people on our 
field.

We still meet a lit*).. opposition 
from parents who keep their children 
at home on Sunday mornings when 
they realize that the children are be 
ginning to find an interest in what 
we leach. But we keep working and 
we keep praying —our two greatest 
weapons.

“With A Broken Heart”
Mother, Deaf to Son’s Pleas, 

Finally Attends Church 
—For His Funeral

By Mrs. Seferino Jojola
Isleta Indian Missionary

ANE of my Sunday School beginner 
" pupils, little Reuben Lucero, 
passed away.

We had the first Baptist funeral 
service at the Isleta Indian Baptist 
building. Mr C. W. St urn ph and Mr. 
Jojola conducted the service.

The mother of the little bay that 
passed away was so sorry about her 
little boy. When he was alive he 
begged his mother to come to Sunday 
School wl’h him This time the poor 
mother came with a broken heart

She said she was very sorry that 
she did not attend services until now 
when she came for the funeral

The mother and father are menalx-rs 
of the Indian Baptist Church, but the 
people had made them afraid to attend 
and they had not been coming to the 
church until the day of the funeral
\ 1 am praying for this family that 

they will come back to the Fbtb< r s 
house

Kindergarten Workers 
Have Week’s Institute, 

Discuss Common Task
OIXTEEN Mexican kindergartens op- 

erated by the Home Mission Board 
In Texas have an enrollment of 764. 
as revealed by a tabulation made by 
Mrs lx>yd (’order at a recent meeting 
in San Antonio of the teachers

In this first conference of, kinder 
garten workers, Mrs. Corder reports 
that each one of the sixteen teachers 
was present

Principal speaker for the meeting 
was Dr Courts Bedford, assistant ex­
ecutive secretary of the Home Mtswlon 
Hoard

Much of the time was spent prof 
liably in open discussion of the prob­
lems and needs of kindergarten work, 
the aim of tlie meeting being to co 
ordinate the kindergarten program, ar 
cording to Mrs. Corder.

Committees were appointed to work 
out co-ordinated programs in the fields 
<>f music, handwork, games, character 
stories, Bible stories, Bible memory 
work, and hygiene.

Mrs Corder states that the average 
daily attendance at thees sixteen kin­
dergartens is 414

Hundreds Impressed With Missions 
In Church Schools Held By Worker

By G. O. Foulon 
Mission ry to the Foreigners 

in Illinois

MOST of the past month was spent 
in schools of missions where we 

spoke to more people than ever before 
on such occasions. We think the goal 
of impressing missions on the minds 
and hearts of people was attained In 
a great measure.

The days in Kentucky were especial 
ly wonderful, That there was need for 
such a school of missions was evident 
To think that we faced a total audi­
ence of 1.6S2 by actual count seems 
like a dream.

We spoke In high schools and grade 
school besides in the churches at 
night and on Sundays

The young people and little folks 
greatly enjoyed our coming. The 
teachers were very cordial as well

Many were the surprises expressed 
by pastors and laymen concerning our 
field surprised that it existed at all. 
Others were glad for what is being 
done by Baptists In our locality

First and last In these schools and 
in our mission activities on the field 
we are having the time of our lives 
and sincerely hope the good we do may 
In- commensurate with our enjoyment

French Deacon Preaches 
To German Prisoners

By A. D Maddry
French Missionary

fV’R only deacon in the French 
mission church at Jenner 

ette, Ixiulslana, speaks German
He lias been holding services 

at ono of the German prison 
ramps each Sunday afternoon

BOOKS PURCHASED
LIBRARIES OF RELIGIOUS BOOKS 

AND SETS

Purchased for cash. Write Baker's 
Book Store. 1019 Wealthy Street, 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan.

Use Picture Post Cards
Reproduced from i our Ourn Photo!

FOR PUBLICITY — FOR CASH PROFIT 
Vlsunlue scenes ol your Church. Institution. 
• nd other activities on ARTVUE Picture Post 
Cs.-ds They attract attention and lead to 
further Interest in your work Bend for sam­
ples today

ARTVUE POST CARD COMPANY
Fifth Avenue. Dept. 8 — New York. N Y.

Home Mission Book Shelf

Rmr and Crime. By Willem Adri 
aan Bonger. Translated from the 
Dutch by Maigaret Mathews Ilordyk. 
Columbia University Press. J3u pages 
fl 50

Tills is a revealing study of statistics 
on criminality as affected by race by 
a lair leading criminologist of the 
Netherlands. Jie takes up case studies 
on criminality in the different races 
which form the bases for his conclu­
sions. "In this concisely formulated 
monograph." according to John H 
Wigmore of the Journal of Criminal 
Law and Criminology, "the leading ex 
ponent of (be philosophy of crime as a 
sot ial and not a biological phenomenon 
disposes of some popular fallacies, as 
well as of ill-founded scientific Inter 
prctal ions "

Points For Emphasis. By Hight C 
.Moore Broadman Press 200 pages. 
35c,

Tins is the twenty-seventh annual 
vest pocket commentary on the Sun­
day School lessons prepared by Dr 
Moore, retired editorial secretary of 
the Sunday School Board. The brief 
but pointed comments will be sugges­
tive to the student as he follows the 
life of Christ through Mark, examines 
the life and letters of Paul, studies 
the genesis of a nation, and completes 
Ilie years lessons with a final quarter 
on the theme of Christ's life a pattern 
for today's living

ll< f tigers at Work Compiled by 
Sophia M Robison King's Crown 
Press S6 pages. $1.50
. While ihis is an appraisal of the 
economic effect of America s hospital­
ity to recent newcomers, there are evi­
dent spiritual implications in the 
presence here of 150,000 war refugees 
as will ls» sensed by any close reader 
>>f Miss Robison s careful analysis. The 
si tidy includes the number, distribu­
tion in the United Stares, varying 
backgrounds, and occupational pur­
suits of these refugee immigrants who 
hate found a haven in America

The Epic of a People. By A. Addle- 
son Bloch Publishing Co. 362 pages. 
$3.50

Here Is a popularly written history 
of the Jews, not by a teacher or a 
rabbi, but by a layman, which, ac 
cording to the author in his preface, 
aspires to "an easy approach to a sub­

ject which is generallj- regarded as 
dry and unappetizing." This one-vol­
ume history of the Jews covers in 
brief form the biblical period and then 
traces In compact form the post-exile 
story of the Jews up to the outbreak 
of the present war.

Israel Speaks for Democracy. By 
Abraham H. Israelitan. Block Pub­
lishing Co. 93 pages. $1.

This will be of interest to Baptists 
as a sample of a modern text of Juda­
ism prepared by a rabbi for the junior 
high school level. Through human 
interest materials the writer develops 
his thesis that essential American 
idealism roots in Jewish sources, his 
text being Justice Brandeis' statement, 
The* ideals of twentleth-cenlury 

America have been the ideals of the 
Jew for twenty centuries.”

H. H. Hargrove

A series of rich and eloquent sermons on 
the Sermon on the Mount, letting forth 
the immediate and eternal timeliness of 
Christ's great message. Here ii a book to 
delight in, to ponder upon, to profit by— 
clear reading for cloudy days.

A Broadman
Book of Merit . . $1.50

in i/ie

Sybil Leonard Armes

A companion volume to I Shall Meet 
Tomorrow Bravely, these poems of cour­
age and Inspiration have the candle-iilce 
simplicity and quietly glowing sincerity 
that mark thia author's work. Ready 
early in May.

A Broadman
Book of Merit . . 50 cents

The

serving your state
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Spanish Christians
Bear Severe Loss 

With Heroic Spirit
By Martha Thomas Ellis

T'HE greatest blessing that was mine 
" the past month came in Roe well 

where we went for the associational 
meeting.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Melendez are 
outstanding leaders in Calvary Span 
lah Church, Roswell, where the asso-

When Giving Hurt
Rosa’s Priceless Possessiqp 

Happily Surrendered
To Soldier Boy

By Mrs. Arah Swindle
noSA and her sister, ages thirteen 

and fourteen respectively, had ac­
companied me to the regular weekly 
meeting of the W.M.S. in the Mexican 
church at Pharr, Texas.

Rosa, who is always speaker for the 
two, said to me:

"Mrs. Swindle, I want to accept 
Jesus as my Saviour and be baptized 
in the Baptist church. I have talked 
to my mother and she is willing, and 
some time when you have time I want 
you to explain it to me very clearly 
so that I will understand all about it."

The following day I explained the 
plan of salvation to her very carefully, 

hand she immediately accepted Christ 
her Saviour. The following Sun 

day, she confessed Christ publicly, and 
is eager and interested in every phase 
of Christian work, and is working to 
learn more about it.

I-ast week while I was iu San An­
tonio I bought a small Spanish Bible 
for her with which she was delighted.

Yesterday a brother of our church 
came to me for a Bible Ills son in 
the armed forces, now in Italy, had 
written home to request a Bible.

The only Spanish Bible I had was 
my own which has seen several years 
of use.

Rosa was present, and immediately 
solved the problem by voluntarily giv­
ing her beloved new Bible to be sent 
to the soldier. She ran home and 
brought it, and seemed to get real joy 
from giving it, though I know she 
loved it dearly.

Rosa is the youngest of the family 
and as yet the only Christian. The 
mother and sister are Interested. We 
are praying that Rosa may remain 
faithful and win the other members 
of her family to Christ and that her 
Bible may truly be a missionary Bible 
in Italy. 

ciational meeting was held. They were 
looking forward to having their son, 
Lt. Moses Melendez, of the South 
Plains Air Base, Lubbock, Texas, with 
them for the meeting.

At midnight before the meeting 
they were called from Lubbock to say 
that Moses' plane bad crashed and 
that he and the other two men with 
him were killed.

Two Dead—Five in Service
Their grief was all the deeper tor 

they had lost another son, Lt. Lionel 
Melendez, in October of 1942. All five 
of the sons who are old enough to 
serve their country are In the Army 
Air Corps.

Many of the relatives are not Chris­
tians and a goodly number are Cath 
olics.

The beautiful spirit of acceptance of 
the Lord's will, the forgetting of seif 
in trying to take care of the details 
necessary to the success of the assoc I 
ational meeting, the assurance of their 
son's salvation and the fact that the 
family shall be reunited In glory was 
wonderful to behold

Capt. Ishmael Melendez, older broth 
er of Moses, spoke to those assembled 
for a family prayer meeting and told 
them if he, too, should be called upon 
to make the supreme sacrifice he 
would do so in the knowledge that 
Christ is the Great Pilot and that with 
Him to guide there is no need of fear 
even of death.

Rev. Benito Villarreal, pastor of the 
First Spanish Baptist Church. Albu 
querque, assisted with the funeral and 
had the opportunity of witnessing to 
around 700 persons of the marvels of 
grace In Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Our love and sympathy go out to 
this great family and our own faith 
is made stronger for their testimony
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Sergeant Serves God 
On Battlefield

A SERGEANT In Italy la no 
duty for (Tod as well as for 

country, as Is evidenced by leL 
ters received in the Home Board 
office from him.

First, the soldier wrote to re­
quest Spanish translations of an 
address delivered by Dr. W. w 
Melton of Texas to the Board's 
Mexican missionaries. The ser 
geant bad seen a news article In 
Southern Baptist Home Missions 
about the institute at which Dr 
Melton had spoken.

He wanted the Spanish trans­
lations for distribution among 
natives in North Africa.

I>ater he wrote to tell about 
finding Christians of like faith, 
although not called Baptista. In 
North Africa.

The sergeant's last letter 
comes from Italy,

"Recently," he writes, "I have 
had the blessing of a visit In the 
home of Brother Pasquele Russo, 
a Baptist minister in a nearby 
city. He was sent by the church 
to the United States as a young 
man where he attended school In 
Newark. New Jersey, and then a 
seminary at Colgate University. 
He has been persecuted for bls 
faith for twenty-two years. Some 
of this time was spent in exile 
on a Mediterranean island.

"The Ixird being willing, I in­
tend to go across country again 
to visit the Russos Wednesday "

The soul-winning passion must be Id 
the heart and not hidden away In some 
official task The real missionary goes 
after souls right where he is.

Faith Meets Test of Fire
By joe w. burton

C
HRISTIAN faith is meeting the 
test under fire, acocrdfng to 
Chaplain Alvle L. McKnlght, 

Baptist preacher from Mississippi who 
on February 23 became Assistant Com­
mandant and Director of Training In 
the Army Chaplain School at Harvard 

Twenty-eight days in the jungles of 
Guadalcanal convinced Chaplain Me 
Knight that Christian faith is suffi 
cient for any emergency.

In that campaign of savage fight 
ing In which McKnlght's division 
broke Japanese resistance, the chap­
lain saw American soldiers not only 
bathe themselves with glory on the 
battlefield but prove again and again 
the reality and efficacy of divine 
power.

As assistant division chaplain, the 
MlRsisaipplan'e assignment was to 
minister in the hospital, conduct fun­
erals and handle services at head 
quarters.

"One night,” he told me when I 
saw him recently at Harvard, "after 
working until nearly midnight in the 
hospital, I stumbled through the mud 
to my tent.

“I Knew I Would Get Well"
About one o'clock someone shook 

the tent flap and told me they had 
Just brought in a boy who probably 
wouldn't live until morning. He was 
calling for a Protestant chaplain.

I pulled on my boots and went 
back through the knee-deep mud. It 
was pitch black — not a light any 
» here.

Iu the hospital. 1 found the boy's 
cor. read the Scriptures and talked 
with him. He had a grenade slug in 
his )<-ft lung. I could hear the blood 
gurgling every time he breathed

Are you ready?' I asked 'Are you 
trusting Jesus?'

Yes,' he whispered
In my own heart I thought, TH 

h-;r> you tomorrow '
'Ai- prayed and then talked a little
■' Perhaps my tired eyes dosed 

Hio hititarlly. At any rate be said, 
' I-..plain, you're tired and you've don,

' u can Go to your tent
' h" next morning I came back to 

hi* 'of. When 1 looked Into his face
। meed up weakly and mumbled

■I 1 chaplain.'
'Ie had been given plasma to mak- 

“I1 f r the fearful loss of blood, and 
■h" plasma and drugs pulled him 
Ihr-ugh thr night.

"Bree days later I helped load him 
nn ri ambulance which was to carry 

him to a plane which was to fly him 
back to a base hospital, where, after 
gaining more strength, the slug would 
be removed, and In a few months he 
would be well again.

'Three Rights ago.' j said. 'I didn't 
think I'd ever help put you in an 
ambulance.’

'1 didn't, either.' he replied "Do 
you know when I first thought I might 
get well?'

" 'No, when ?'
"When you prayed,' he said 'Then 

I knew I wpuld get well. "
W« were sitting at night in the 

chaplain's car at Harvard Commons. 
Even in the darkness, I was almost 
certain that there were tears of Joy 
In his eyes as he finished this story. 
I was glad that the program of train­
ing for new chaplains was to be In 
the hands of a man who believes In 
prayer, who looks to the Bible for 
guidance and who talks with dying 
soldiers al>out the Saviour.

Chaplain McKnlght had seen two 
years of service as a CCC chaplain be­
fore hostilities began in Europe. Upon 
his graduation from Southern Semi­
nary in 1939, he was commissioned In 
the Regular Army and assigned to 
duty on the West coast, where he re­
mained two years.

Little Sleep and No Rest
"Thore was very little sleep and al 

most no rest In jungle fighting with 
the Japs," Chaplain McKnlght told me. 
"Grenades and shells were popping 
around us all of the time The end 
less nights were worst of all as we 
huddled In our fox holes never know 
ing whether the thing wo hoard craw) 
ing through the jungle was a lizard or 
a Jap The favorite trick of the Japs 
was In infiltrate at night by crawling 
into Individual fox holes No. there 
wasn't much rest in our twenty-elgnt 
day campaign on Guadalcanal "

When the Job was finished, the 
!.ap!ain Bald, they moved into rest 

areas on Fridav By Sunday, three 
units had built altars and stretched 
। .mvas over them so the chaplains 
wuld be out of the rain.

tine boy was very clever." he re 
I.•.f>'<l He found a wagon tire, made 
out of It a cross which ho painted 
white and put on ai. altar made of 
.iinmunition boxes

I held five s -i sic s (hat day and 
preached to 75(1 men Some of them 
had la aids two Inches long, and those 
who had washed their clothes since 
the fighting had done so in brooks.'

Chaplain McKnight

in one unit, he added, the men, hav­
ing found two unexploded Jap shells, 
routed out the lieutenant colonel at 
six-thirty in the morning to detonate 
the shells so as to use them for flower 
vases in the services.

"In one week after the fighting," he 
said, "fifteen chaplains conducted 114 
services. When we gave the church 
call, the men turned out. When my 
organist would start playing, the men 
would start coming out of the bushes 
in droves for the services.”

One of the most interesting expert 
••nces in the campaign, Chaplain Mc­
Knlght said, was when a public ad­
dress system given to him by the 
Home Mission Board was used to get 
several Japs to surrender.

"If my comrades knejy about my 
good treatment," a prisoner lj<d said, 

they would surrender." A
Whereupon the address system was 

placed so (hat the prisoner could speak 
to a pocket of trapped Japanese. The 
prisoner talked to them all day, and 
several came out with their hands 
high in the air. Presumably others 
starting to do (he same thing were 
killed by their officers, for shots were 
heard In the Jungle and no more sur 
rendered The next day, the pocket 
was wiped out with artillery fire.

McKnlght's greatest disappoint 
ment ?

"It was three weeks ago when I was 
transferred out of a division going 
overseas," he said "That's where you 
have living experiences. That's where 
the men need you. 1 would ask for 
overseas duty tomorrow if I were well 
of the disease which drove me out of 
the jungles and placed me on tem 
porary limited service In the States '•
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Personal Evangelism Is Successful
In Winning Hard-to-Reach French

By L. C. Smith 
French Missionary

L. C. Smith

IN South Texas 
is the little 

town of China, in 
an agricultural 
section of rice 
farms. Some of 
the best farms 
are owned and 
operated by 
French people.

Recently it was 
my privilege to 
be in a revival in 
China with Rev. 
J. R. Gibson and 
his church.

The French peo­
ple there are as 
those In other 
places, friendly, 
hospitable and 

good citizens, but the Bible is a for­
eign Book to most of them. Very few 
of them are brave enough to attend 
church services where they can hear 
the Gospel preached because they fear 
their spiritual adviser.

We had two good services at the 
church the Sunday that I was there, 
and at the night service three young 
men were saved and twelve others re­
dedicated their lives and surrendered 
for special service.

On Monday Brother Gibson and I 
visited in the French homes and held 
services with them in their homes 
which they really enjoyed. We sang 
songs and prayed and I ifreached to 
thqm in French.

They invited us to return. We plan 
to do a good deal of that type of evan­
gelism in that community.

House-to-House Evangelism Needed

it has been my personal conviction 
for some time that we will have to 
resort to every possible plan in order' 
to carry the Gospel to the French 
people even in their homes.

We invite them to attend services 
in the churches, and many promise 
that they will come, but they do not 
come because they are positively for­
bidden to attend any and all church 
services bxcept services In their own 
church, the Catholic church.

This kind of evangelism is the only 
type that will reach many with the 
Gospel who otherwise will never bear 
it and be saved. Such evangelism is 
real mission work, and a work that 

should appeal to zealous young men 
and women who are anxious to do mis­
sion work.

In both Louisiana and in Southeast 
Texas are enough territory and peo­
ple to occupy the time of fl large num­
ber of workers doing this kind of 
house-to-house evangelism.

Let us not forget that Mormons and 
others are going from house to house 
distributing their books and pamphlets 
and thereby winning many to their 
faith.

May the Spirit of the Lord reveal 
to our Baptists the great need of 
bringing the Gospel to seven hundred 
thousand French-speaking people In 
Louisiana and Texas, and may the 
Lord turn the hearts and minds of 
many young men and women to do 
this kind of special work.

Thank the Lord that the W.M.U. is 
making possible the employment of a 
number of trained young women for 
this home evangelism this coming 
summer.

Missions “In” and “Unto”

By J. B. Lawrence

IN the last words of Christ (Acts 1:81 
He gives to His disciples their 

equipment, their task and their field. 
The statement falls naturally into 
three sections, each section with a cen 
trally emphasized word (1) "Ye shall 
receive"; (2) "Ye shall l>e". and (31 
both "hi" and "unto”. "Ye shall re­
ceive power the Holy Ghost coming 
upon you”—this Is our equipment; "Ye 
shall be my witnesses - this is our 
task; "both in Jerusalem and In all 
Judea and in Samaria ami unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth" this is 
our field.

Christ said both "In" and "unto" 
Sometimes we forget this There are 
some who do not seem to have ever 
learned that our witness is both “In" 
and "unto". There are those who are 
willing to witness in Jerusalem but 
have little concern alauit Judea and 
the uttermost parts of the earth 
And there are those who rush to 
the uttermost parts of the earth, but 
forget all about Jerusalem and Judea 
Dr. Gambrell, of blessed memory, calls 
such as these, "lopsided Christians", 
and expressed it as fais conviction that 
the Kingdom could never be brought 
in with Christians of this sort. We 
need for the worlc's evangelization 
the "in" and "unto” sort of Chris­
tians.

ALL WHO COME 
NEED HELP

(Continued from page 15)
it, 1 have suffered for it and dis­
graced myself and my family. But I 
love it. I want it. However, not my 
will be done, but Thine."

God heard her prayer - the child 
lived.

That girl has grown more in her 
Christian experience In a few weeks 
than many of us who have been Chris­
tians much longer. It would be hard 
for me to pray that way about either 
one of my little girls.

The need for medical attention 
caused her to come to us. the result 
of which was that she found the Lord 
true and loving, even to the saving 
of her soul.

Such cases could be multiplied 
many times. The Lord has given us 
opportunity to present the Great Phy­
sician while we were aiding In a small 
way to alleviate physical suffering.

9.000 MILES APART

A soldier in Guadalcanal wrote his mother: 
"1 have hern reading my New Trstameni 

which the Chaplain gave me from the Amer 
uan Bible Society and it has caused me to 
>hmk seriously about my soul and the futurr.

‘ I am writing you. Mom, to ask that you 
read with me a chapter from the New Testa 
ment each day .,

.1 Challenge to Americans!
Hub the Bible ran make this nation trulv in- 
'incihlr! l-et all unite to make it a power ir

A Plan 100 Years Old Today ' 
’>"ii li< lp this work and yourself when wot pur- 
• hasp an American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement. I'ndrr this Plan vmi rei»i»e s 
tegular income a« long a* you liw ■*. n-l for 
the booklet “A Gift Thal Lives"

All Who 
Come 

Need Help
Clovis a Brantley 

Entrance to th, Kesrue Mission in New Orleans 
is shown at the left. Below, a nightly service.

T
HE needs of our men are va­
ried. but all who come need 
help Immediately—some spirit­
ual some material, some mental, some 

medical.
As they cal! on us for the many 

services rendered by the Rescue Mis­
sion or Woman's Emergency Home. 
*'• try to lake advantage of whatever 
opportunity is afforded by saying. 
The Ixird who is helping us to fur 

nisi) your needs also loves you and 
wants yr>u to have greater blessings

■A young lady came to the Womans 
Emergency Home She was accepted 
for care both in the Home and iti the 
Baptist Hospital. While we were as 
fis'itnr in the medical side of her need. 
*" *i»w that there was something that 
*' "tild do far beyond that

1 young woman was not a t'hris 
She had fallen into grievous 

stn 1 <->-c8sltating her coining to us 
Th- . inosphere generated by the pres- 
H'" "f the Ixird In the Woman's 
Boe which is under (he direction

I. () Cotey, soon made its Im 
Pri» ,in

Af'i r returning from the hospital 
*1" made her public profession o.' 
fai,l in (he Lord and requested that 

u'P’ize her. She was accepted Into 
4 '»• । by church for baptism, and tlu 

church graciously asked me to take 
charge, which I did.

As the others were passing by ex­
tending io her the right hand of Chris­
tian and church fellowship, I stood 
by her. When they finished. I said 
to her, "You have made me happy in 
allowing me to have a small part In 
your coming to the Lord."

A our joy is not comparable to 
mine." she quickly replied. "I had 
committed terrible sin I was not u 
Christian My need for medical atten­
tion made me come to you. While J 
have been here, you have done more 
han care for my physical needs. You 

have pointed me to the great physi­
cian. the Ixird and Saviour I shall 
never forget what the Woman’s Home 
lias dollr for me."

An Old Man's I^st Hours
At- old man who came to me one 

icfaln. stating (hat he was sick and 
t < .-lb <1 tn go to (he hospital It was 

■ lid'-n: that hr needed hospitalization. 
Hi’ I h it Bi,it bi« tase was not serf-

I । I In- morning." I said, "if you 
- ill feel as badly 1 will send you to 
rhr hospital "

.Next morning one of our workers 
irjiotted excitedly, "The old man is 

lying on the floor in the recreation 
room. He Is so sick that he cannot 
get up."

Hushing In, i fouud hIm to be In a 
serious condition.

"Son." he said weakly, “I probably 
Will not come back tor I am really 
sick."

Tl” old man, pant eighty, began t0 
lake some things from ills clothing. 
"1 want you to take these tor me" 
be said, handing me a tew papers and 
some coins. "Hore is all the money 
1 have In the world. Keep |t tor 
me."

He was all alone in the world, hav 
ing outlived all the other members of 
his immediate family. He was a 
l hrfstian, but had no other friend in 
New Orleans. I tried to minister to 
him.

A few hours after he had been tak­
en to the hospital, an attendant called 
stating that he did not respond to 
treatment and that he was dead.

As I went through his things, I re­
joiced that I had had a chance to min­
ister to him in his last hours i 
counted his little bit of money. He 
had several small packages, carefully 
rolled with a few cents in each one, 
amounting to about J7- his life's sav­
ings.

A Young Christian's Prayer
A young lady came for care In the 

Woman's Home. She was not a Chris­
tian. For several days she was rather 
hostile about the reading of the Bible, 
and attending nightly services.

She did not like to attend these sim 
Pie. homely services, but came because 
all are expected to do4o?x&me of 
the other girls knew the Lori 
their testimony was so genuineNhat 
she soon realized that they had some­
thing that she did not have

One night after the service she 
asked Mrs. Cotey if she would talk 
privately with her a while. The min­
utes went by. then stretched Into more 
than an hour as the young woman 
soaght release and forgiveness for her 
sins. Praying the matter through, she 
surrendered herself to the Lord.

Her baby was born in the Southern 
Baptist Hospital which furnishes us 
with invaluable service. The infant 
was taken by the Protestant Home for 
Babies awaiting the time that sjie 
could take it with her.

A few days after she returned to 
Ilie Woman's Home a message came 
that the baby was desperately ill and 
if she wanted to see it she would 
have (o rush to the Baptist Hospital.

They prayed at the Home before 
she went. She prayed something like 
’his. "Father, my baby is in. j |Ove

(Confinned on page 14)
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Do Mexican Baptists In Texas 
Have Their Own Convention?

A MEXICAN 
• Baptists in 

Texas have a well 
organized conven­
tion life which 
they have main­
tained since 1911. 
The thirty-third 
annual session, 
held last June 
in Laredo, was 
marked by re­
ports of the work 
of 141 churches 
and missions 
scattered from 
Brownsville to 
Amarillo and 
from Dallas to El 
Paso. These 
churches reported 
6 9 8 baptisms, 
thus Increasing 
the total member­
ship to 8,946. The 
Convention min­
utes lists enroll­
ments in Sunday 
School of 8,648;
Training Union, 2,929; and Woman's 
Missionary Union. 2,793. The churches 
contributed 135,581, of which amount 
$6,551 was for denominational work 
Shown above is the Home Board’s sen­
ior missionary on the Mexican field. 
Rev. George B. Mlxim, of Brownsville, 
as he addresses the Mexican Conven 
Hon's last annual meeting

Q. Please tell me how much money 
the Home Mission Board spent last 
year in preaching to the armed forces? 
Mrs. C. R. C.

A, Last year the Home Mission 
Board spent in its ministry to the 
men in the armed forces a total of 
$7,169.16.

Q. Does the Board pay the salaries 
of any chaplains? Mrs. C. R- C.

A. The Board does not pay the 
salaries of any chaplains since all are 
commissioned and paid in full by the 
military branches of the Government 
Indeed, the Government would not al 
low denominations to pay the salaries 
of men who are commissioned us chap 
Iains.

seling the men who are commissioned 
so as to direct them in right spiritual 
channels. As the contact man between 
the Army and the denomination and 
Ijetween the denomination and the 
chaplains, Dr. Alfred Carpenter is in 
a strategic position of great useful 
Hess. He has a direct responsibility 
to nearly one thousand Southern Bap 
list chaplains now on duty around the 
world. Thus we are actually minis 
terlng through these choice one thou­
sand Baptist preachers whose salaries 
are paid by the Government, but whose 
total ministry is given guidance and 
cohesion through the . unpandleled 
work of Dr. Carpenter.

Actually, at very small monetary ex 
pense, Southern Baptista are thus per 
forming a missionary service tin- 
••quailed in (be annals of Christ faulty

Q. How does the Board reach the 
men in, its ministry in the armed 
forces? Mrs. C. R. C.

A. In this field of spiritual service 
the chief work of our denomination is 
to assist the Government In securing 
qualified men as chaplains, and coun

(J. How many Jews (not counting 
preachers) are members of Baptist 
churches in the South? What church 
has the largest number of Jewish 
members? Rev. L. I). S.

A. Rev Jacob Gartenhaus answers 
as follows "I doubt If <vm Ange] 
Gabriel could answer your question 
A census would have to he taken of 
the more than 25.000 Baptist church 
es, and even then it is doubtful If the 
correct figures would be obtained 
Some have joined Baptist churches 
without making known their Jewish

HOW TO ASK 
QUESTIONS

Any reader ean get the an­
swer to any specific question of 
fact concerning the fields, taxkn 
and needs of Home Missions in 
the South snd in Cuba by writ­
ing Questions Editor, 315 Red 
Rock Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 
Please enclose 3c for reply.

origin, because they recognise the 
prejudice against their people. The 
churches with the largest njumber of I 
Jewish members are those in whieh j 
earnest and honest efforts have been | 
made to reach them, where Jews have I 
felt a warm welcome. You will be I 
glad to know that in recent yean I 
more Jews have turned to Christ than I 
at any time In the past’’

Q. Does one need three years of I 
college work before he will be conoid. I 
ered for appointment by the Rome I 
Mission Board? M. J. T. |

A. The Board seeks the very best I 
qualified persons it can find for ap- I 
polntment, but there are no specific I 
educational requirements. Indeed, the I 
major emphasis is on spiritual quail- I 
fications, for the Board's purpose io I 
making every appointment is to find I 
the one person called of God to that I 
special field. I

MEXICAN MISSIONARIES 
BROADCAST GOSPEL

>1EXICAN missionaries In the Rio
Grande Valley have been broad­

casting the gospel each Sunday after­
noon ©ver RGBS, according to Mia I 
slonary Elins Delgado.

Many have told me that they like I
our programs." Brother
ports.
people

“We have made 
who could not

Delgado re­
contact with 

have been
reached otherwise " 

In addition Io Brother Delgado, oth-
♦•r missionaries who have participat­
ed in the broadcasts Include George B.
Mix Im.

treras,
Saenz

C. Hernandez Rios. Simon Vil- 
Reynaldo Tijerino. Benito Con- 
Cayetano Garcia and A. R.

1 Az'RAo BooiQ
for your SfK

TC*“T^oh b'» I
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