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Motto: Trust the Lord and Toll the People

Baptists will preach the Gospel in thousands of open-air meecmgs during the hot 
weeks of August. The goal is 25,000 extension meetings—or one for every church

—during the Centennial Evangelistic Crusade. Baptists are what they are because of their fervency 
in evangelism. Their chief danger is, as Dr. Ganvirell used to say, that they may become “too respec­
table”. “When one imagines 25,000 Southern Baptist churches going afield in outdoor revivals each 
year,” writes Dr. C. E. Matthews on page 8, “he is inspired by what can be done in a country where 
religious liberty permits such a thing.” Dr. Matthews names,, five distinct benefits from outdoor 
meetings noted from his experiences in Fort Worth. ' x
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Centennial Crusade News
Dr. Dodd Completes Work
'FHE twelve months’ leave of 

absence generously and graci­
ously granted to Dr. M. E. Dodd 
by First Baptist Church of 
Shreveport in order that he 
might direct the Centennial 
Evangelistic Crusade ended June 
30.

As Dr. Dodd retires from the 
Crusade, the leadership of the 
movement falls upon Dr. Fred 
C. Eastham, Home Mission 
Board secretary of evangelism.

Magnificent Service
IN the twelve months he has given 
* to the promotion of the Centennial 
Evangelistic Crusade, Dr. M. E. Dodd 
has traveled In all states in the Con­
vention territory except two, from 
Baltimore to Los Angeles, and has 
addressed a total of some 200,000 peo­
ple.

A resume of his activities reveals 
that he has journeyed 30,000 miles, 
directed six city-wide crusades, and 
written 100 articles containing 100,- 
000 words.

Letters sent out promoting the 
Crusade totaled 25,000; “Two Win 
One" folder, 60,000; “Two Win One" 
booklet, 50,000; personal letters, 1,000; 
“The Spirit FiMed Life" tract, 50,000; 
Gospel of John, 500,000.

In addition, Dr. Dodd scheduled 
four Individual church meetings tor 
the summer and two city-wide cru­
sades in October. 4

For this work First Baptist Church 
of Shreveport released her pastor, 
paying his salary for the entire year.

Organization Perfected
qpHE organization for the Genten- 
* nlal Evangelistic Crusade, Involv­

Where Cross the Crowded Ways
'THIS is the best thing that has ever happened in this section of the city.” 
* This is the testimony of those who are in touch with the out-door services 

being conducted on Friday evenings, at the corner of Baltimore and Holiday 
Streets, by a group of young people from the Overlea Baptist Church of Balti­
more.

This section Is crowded with cheap amusement establishments, penny arcades, 
theaters and night clubs. It Is the rendezvous for many service men. The area 
has been described as a moral menace to the young people of Baltimore. There 
Is no place in the city where effective Christian witnessing is more needed 
than In this section. /

Much personal work is being done. Souls are being reached for Christ. Young 
people are being *urged to attend the churches of the city. We have Included 
out-door meetings in our Baptist city mission program in Baltimore. We com­
mend this ministry to other Baptist churches. “Go ye therefore into the high­
ways and hedges and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled."

G. RAYMOND BROOKS.

ing some 85,000 people, is more than 
90 per cent complete, according to 
Dr. M. E. Dodd, who has led this 
movement.

Such a far-flung organisation, 
spreading from the eastern seaboard 
to the Pacific Coast and Involving an 
army of consecrated Christians, has 
been possible, according to Dr. Dodd, 
by the grace of God and the willing­
ness of the people to respond.

Increase In Baptisms
A 8SOCIATIONAL reports for 1944 

indicate considerable advance In 
evangelism over recent years. Re­
ports fro state directors of the Cen­
tennial Evangelistic Crusade show 
that the total increase of baptisms 
over 1943 may have been 16,000.

This encouraging increase was no 
doubt largely due to the emphasis 
given by the Centennial movement 
and Is prophetic of a still greater In­
crease to result this year from the 
Centennial Evangelistic Crusade.

Churches Multiply Baptisms
n EPORTS from Individual churches

Indicate that many have already 
baptized two, three, and, in some 
cases, four times as many converts 
this year as they did last year. A 
church in Louisiana was the first 
to reach Its Centennial Evangelistic 
goal.

. As an example of the success of the 
Centennial movement, fourteen city­
wide campaigns with 520 churches 
co-operating resulted In 10,092 bap­
tisms.

Summer Evangelism
IIFE are now in the midst of the 
” season for summer evangelism 

and extension meetings. This has al-

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONS

A Personal Word
IT has been a year of the most 
* marvelous experience^ of all 
my ministry. Fellowship with 
the brotherhood has been most 
delightful, and I have had the 
richest experiences of my Chris­
tian life in pMyer and personal 
soul-winning.

As the promotional responsi­
bilities for the Centennial Evan­
gelistic Crusade fall upon the 
new Home Mission Board secre­
tary of evangelism. Dr. Fred C. 
Eastham, I would commend him 
most heartily to the grace of 
God and to the good graces of 
our pastors and people.

My Interest in evangelism in 
general, and in this Centennial 
Crusade in particular, will con­
tinue unabated. I offer my ser­
vices to Dr. Eastham and to the 
brotherhood wherever and 
whenever I can help to forward 
the good work. Evangelism Is 
the primary and fundamental 
all-time task of all of us: It Is 
not optional—it Is imperative.

With' the end of the wars, 
evangelism should surge for­
ward with tremendous force, as 
It has always done tn the past, 
and even more so this time. 
The next five years should be 
the greatest years for evangel­
ism Southern Baptista have ever 
known. May God grant It to 
be so.

M. E. Dodd.

ways been the most fruitful season 
for Baptist evangelism.

The goal is an evangelistic meeting 
in 15,000 rural churches with special 
concern for the 6,600 churches which 
had no baptism last year. Associa­
tions! organizations must promote 
and press this matter If worthy re­
sults are to be accomplished.

The Crusade goal also includes 16,- 
060 extension meetings In halls, tents, 
brush arbors, and open air. Every 
Baptist pastor and church should 
feel a deep personal responsibility to 
taking the Gospel to non-church 
areas.

Published monthly by the Home Mission Board, 
Southern Baptist Convention, 315 Red 

Rock Bulldint,- Atlanta. Ga.
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THE INDIVIDUAL
- and THE BIBLE

By F. M. McConnell
Editor Emeritus The Baptist Standard

G
OD never showed more affectionate concern 
for mankind than when He gave the world 
the Bible. We will not here enter into an 

examination of the proof that it is inspired, but agree 
with such great lawyers as Blackstone and ouch spe­
cialists on evidence as Simon Greenleaf, and let the 
matter rest as being established. We shall consider 
the fact with keen interest that God gave an Inspired 
revelation to Individuals, primarily, and to social 
groups and the world through individuals. He did 
not merge the individuals into the social body, so as 
to destroy personality and personal interests, duties, 
rights, obligations, rewards and punishments; but Dr. McConnell
made the Individual fundamental in all earth relationships of every kind.

When God would populate the world He created an indlvlduaL He gave to 
that individual all the powers and attributes that any of the coming inhabitants 
should ever have. When God would add numbers to scglety and provide social 
order, He made another individual, the woman,, and gave her to her husband as 
his helper in carrying out the social plan of the Creator. This fact should fully 
impress and govern the conduct of every boy and girl, man and woman of every 
generation. Each one should recognize and obey all the obligations of the original 
personality created, to the last hour of the last day of life on earth.

When God gave the moral law to 
the world. He gave all of it to each 
individual as a personality; and the 
obligation to serve God Is an individ­
ual obligation, not dependent upon 
knowledge of the law, nor upon con­
sent to obey IL Every person, of every 
generation, is supposed to know the 
laws of his being and obey them.

Political Parallel
It is precisely the same as with the 

citizens of a government. Every per­
son born in the United States Is under 
obligation to obey all the laws of this 
government, to know them and live 
by them.

So It la with the laws of God. The 
Creator gives each individual a mind 
and the means to know his duty, and 
requires the exercise of the mental 
faculties as to the laws, just as a state 
requires of its citizens. Violation of 
the laws of health and its consequences 
do not depend upon the Individual's 
knowledge of such laws, but the scien­
tist and the ignorant man reap the 
same punishment and suffering from 
such violation. The Idolator In the 
jungles bowing down to an Idol Is 
under the same obligation to love God 
with all his heart and obey Him In 
every thought that any Christian Is 
under, in any church in the world.

That the Bible Is exceedingly val­
uable to society there can be no doubt, 
but its value to each individual is so 
vital that every person of every gen­
eration should give it the utmost con­

sideration. Its greatest teachings ap­
ply to the things most vital to the in­
dividual: full responsibility to the 
Creator, eternal life, a future home and 
happiness in heaven, or a place of mis­
ery in hell.

When God would provide a means of 
pardon for sin, and of acceptable wor­
ship of Him, it was revealed to Adam 
as an individual and to Adam's chil­
dren. The sons, Cain and Abel, were 
personally dealt with and were ex­
amplea to all persons who should 
thereafter attempt to worship God.

When the people rebelled against 
God and went after their own pleas­
ures and desires Into utter wickedness, 
God saved the future of mankind by 
dealing with Noah, an individual who 
was not only personally faithful, but 
was influential in holding the indi­
viduals of his household true to God. 
The world was saved from the flood 
by the personal faithfulness of a true 
heart.
Impressive Examples

In the study of the Bible concern­
ing individualism, we find a most im­
pressive passage in Genesis 12:1-3: 
"Now the Lord had said unto Abram, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will shew 
thee: and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou sLalt be. a 
blessing: and I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse them that curseth
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“We Have A Mission”
This is the eighth In a series 

on the distinctive beliefs, con­
tribution, and mission of South­
ern Baptists.

The ninth in the series, by Dr. 
George Ragland, will be on the 
significance of the ordinances. 
Dr. Ragland will discuss the dis­
tinctiveness of Bible teaching 
with respect to baptism and the 
Lord's Supper in contrast to 
man's accommodation of their 
purposes to suit his own con­
venience.

thee: and In thee shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed."

Here we have the God of the uni­
verse choosing one man and commun­
ing with him, promising him great 
blessings, and climaxing them with 
the assurance that from him would 
come the One who should be the «u- 
preme blessing to the whole world of 
mankind. Every sacrifice on every 
smoking altar in all the centuries em­
phasized God’s regard for the indi­
vidual, Abraham, and God's dealing 
with him.

The sacrifices recorded in the Bible, 
from the one offered by Abel to the 
last one offered on the day of Atone­
ment before the crucifixion of Christ, 
were 'individual in their beginning, 
application and meaning.
Teaching Truths to Individuals

When God would have the shedding 
of blood in religious worship point 
forward to the sacrifice of His Son 
on the cross, He dealt with Abel, ex­
plained its meaning and the obligation 
to perpetuate It until the fatal hour of 
its fulfillment Abel as an individual 
obeyed God and began the long line of 
illustrating sacrificial truth for/®w- 
kind. S

When Israel needed a leader and 
deliverer from the power of those who 
robbed and enslaved them, there ap­
peared a fearless and devoted young 
man who personally believed all the 
promises of God for this life and that 
which is to come. He herded the sheep 
and, one day, trusting God for skill 
and strength, bravely took a lamb out 
of the very mouth of a Hon and slew 
the beast. Another day, when a giant 
opposer of God paraded In front of 
Israel’s army and defied the Almighty, 
that young man stood with God and 
slew Goliath, that giant, bringing vic­
tory to be an example of God’s pres­
ence and help in all coming ages. God 
made that brave, trusting, devoted in­
dividual a king and inspired him to 
write songs of praise to be a portion 
of the divine, inspired message to 
mankind.

All the prophets, whose writings are 
In God's message to the world were

(Continued on page 4)
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36-Year Dream Coming True

Faith, Patience Build Church

QUT in Tulsa a Negro church is building, buff brick by buff brick, a monument 
to patience and honesty. Shown above is the basement, in which ML Zion 

Baptist Church has met for twenty years, to which workmen are now adding the 
upper floor of a $100,000 building.

Mt. Zion -was organized thirty-six 
years ago by fifteen Negroes. For the 
next twelve years they met in a wood­
en tabernacle.

Finally, in May, 1921, by combining 
all the nickels and dimes the congre­
gation had been able to save and by 
assuming a $50,000 mortgage, they 
managed to complete a beautiful tem­
ple of worship.

Nothing But $50,000 Debt

Less than thirty days later fire, the 
resylt of race rioting, ravaged the 
Negro area, and the new church was 
in its path. Nothing was left but 
charred walls—and the $50,000 mort­
gage.

A church conference was called to 
decide what to do. The church might 
disband. They could declare them­

The Individual
(Continued from page 3) 

dealt with as individuals and were per­
sonally chosen of God. They did their 
duty. Moses, when he was come to 
years, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, and personally 
chose to serve God, taking all the 
consequences, rather than to be the 
king of the hordes opposing the Al­
mighty. •

Esther and Ruth were glorious ex­
amples of individual women who, each 
for herself, worshiped and faithfully 
served God.

Solomon was far from perfect, but 

selves bankrupt and escape the $50,000 
debt Or they could pay it and some 
day be ready to start over again.

They knelt in prayer. When they 
arose their minds were made up. They 
elected to pay.

Finally, after eleven years, with 
nickels and dimes again and with some 
larger gifts, the debt was erased on 
November 23, 1942.

Now the new church is being reared 
toward heaven. It will be three sto­
ries, counting the basement. The audi­
torium will seat 836 persons.

When Time magazine published a 
story recently on the church's strug­
gles, letters and offerings began to 
pour in from over the nation. One 
person wrote:

"Surely the Almighty must look 
with a kind and happy eye on the peo­
ple of your congregation.”

and the Bible
he was dealt with as an individual by 
Jehovah, and as a young man was giv­
en the privilege of making a personal, 
life choice. He chose a purely personal 
gift, knowledge, understanding, wis­
dom. It was granted as a personal 
gift, apart from all others who might 
live on earth then or thereafter. Sol­
omon's life is full of lessons for every 
individual who needs to exercise wis­
dom to any degree or for any purpose.

Outstanding Individualism

Will any man underrate the Indi­
vidual personality of Elijah, the 

prophet? Let him read 2 Kings 1:7, 8: 
"And he said unto them, What man­
ner of man was he which came up to 
meet you, and told you these words? 
And they answered him, He was a 
hairy, man, and girt with a girdle of 
leather about his loins. And he said, 
It is Elijah the Tishbite.” There was 
no mistaking that outstanding indi­
vidual.

As to the Individuality of the proph­
ets, let the Bible student read of Isaiah 
In 2 Kings 19:6, 7, and note the kind 
of a man God chose to give the world 
those wonderful prophecies for all the 
ages.

As the lives of the other Old Testa- 
<nent prophets are studied, they loom 
ad Individuals and each has its out­
standing lessons for those who would 
appreciate the choices God made in 
selecting the leaders of men in all hu­
man relations. The Old Testament 
closes with a dreadful warning, plainly 
stating the kind of children that ought 
to be in every home and the kind of 
parents that should preside there, "lest 
I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.”

As we read the New Testament, we 
are still deeply impressed with the 
individuals in the record. John the 
Baptist in the wilderness of Judea 
had habits and personal appearance 
like the prophet Elijah, of whom the 
Master declared. "Among them that 
are born of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Bap­
tist."

Paul's life emphasizes the Impor­
tance of Individual character, study, 
work and making every day count for 
results. The personality of Peter was 
so valuable that Jesus sent special 
word to him about the resurrection 
and walked on the sea to enlist him, 
anew, in the ministry.

Mission work, evangelism and or* 
gantzed churches spread rapidly, but 
Individual zeal and worth were em­
phasized until the last page of the 
Revelation was given to the builders 
and promoters of the kingdom of God.
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We Believe the
BIBLE

Over A Quarter Million
More than 250,000 readers of daily 

and weekly newspapers will see the 
message on the opposite page as print­
ed in the secular press by churches 
in co-operation with the Home Mission 
Board.

Mats of the entire series of twelve 
messages are provided free by the 
Board to churches or local groups that 
will arrange for their publication in 
local newspapers.

Inquiries should be addressed to Rev. 
Joe W. Burton, 315 Red Rock Buildi^f, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia.

|O3»*

Always, in its pages ... men have 
found help for their deepest' needs. 
Comfort for their shattered spirits. 
Light for their darkest hour.

On these pages is found the path to 
God through Christ. The way to live 
now. And reassuring intimations of 
a better future life for the believer.

Now, a bruised world needs this book 
for its lessons of mercy, humanity, 
tolerance, charity. For a restoration 
of the spirit torn with grief.

And here in its pages to seek the 
flame that lifts men's souls. The 
courage to face tomorrow. The faith 
that brings God’s peace to the hearts 
of men.

In this Book God has spoken—fully, 
finally, ft is His complete reve­
lation . . . summed up in the person 
of His Son.

In the search for peace through gen­
erations . : . man has turned to the 
Bible. For the things men live by 
are found in this book that is the 
Word of God.

We Have

A Mission
The TRUTH Shall Make MejPuREE

Home Mission Board—Southern Baptist Convention
% This is one of a series. An enlarged copy of this message

* may be had for ten cents from the Home Mission Board.
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Margaret Fund Students Will Soon 
Take Christian Positions On The

•* <

. First Line of Defense
By MRS. W. J. COX

W.M.U. Treasurer

A
MERICA faces an era of mission opportunity such as the world has never 

known. The stream of humanity which has poured into our country 
makes America a potential land of destiny.

To meet this challenge the missionaries of the Home tyard are seeking to pro­
claim the glad news of the kingdom of God In every realm of our corporate life.

Td meet the demands of today and tomorrow the sons and daughters of its 
missionaries are preparing themselves, through the educational fund of the 
Woman’s Missionary Union known as the Margaret Fund, to become the first line
of defense for Christianity in America.

During the scholastic year of 1944- 
45, twenty-five of these young people 
were Margaret Fund students. Four­
teen were Cuban students; thirteen, 
attending educational institutions in 
Cuba and one a college in the States. 
One young woman has been in a school 
in Panama. The ten remaining stu­
dents matriculated in seven colleges in 
the States.

Because war is taking an Increasing 
number of these college students, fif­
teen of the total number are girls and 
only ten are boys.

Two Give Lives

Two of the Home Board Margaret 
Fund students made the supreme sac­
rifice on the field of battle last year. 
Carroll Parker, a student at Baylor, 
the son of Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Parker 
of New Mexico, and Octavio Hurtle, a 
student at Texas A. & M. College, the 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Pascual Hurtle.

As we face another scholastic year, 
our hearts find reassurance in the 
words of Abraham Lincoln spoken in 
a similar dark hour, "Some day there 
will be peace again and the good life 
to live."

The sons and daughters of mission­
aries are almost without exception 
outstanding students on the campus. 
They are active in their Christian life 
«nd witness. During their vacations 
they give themselves to Vacation Bible 
Schools and similar Christian activ­
ities.

Esther Bell in Panama, writing of 
her various services In the church 
there, says, “I am proud of my twenty- 
one Jamaican G. A's. They presented 
a lovely Christmas program, and when 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
was counted, they had $11.01. Our goal 
was just $5, so they were very happy."

It Is a splendid spirit to see young 
people on Hom^ Mission fields giving 
to Foreign Mission enterprises.

Lydia Mireles, a former student, is 
working under the Home Mission 
Board in Arizona.

Merle Yearwood married and re­
turned to Panama after her gradua­
tion, but we feel her life will contin­
ually be an inspiration wherever she 
serves.

Margaret Lee, the daughter of Rev. 
Shau Yan Lee, missionary to the Chi­
nese in Norfolk, is a promising stu­
dent and is taking her pre-n^ed course 
in the Norfolk Division of William and

An Ambitious Daughter of China 
Is Miss Margaret Lee of Norfolk

She Plans To Be A Doctor
AN ambitious Margaret Fund student is Margaret Lee, daughter of Rev. Shau 

** Yan Lee, missionary to the Chinese in Norfolk. A medical student in the 
Norfolk branch of William and Mary, Margaret plans to become a doctor In 
China after her graduation.

An honor graduate of Maury High 
School in Norfolk two years ago, Miss 
I^ee has now completed three years’ 
work at William and Mary in two 
years Last year she was chairman 
of the student council on her campus. 
She has been an honor roll student in 
the college and has worked as a labo­
ratory assistant In the biology depart­
ment.

To meet school expenses above those 
provided by the Margaret Fund. Miss 
Lee has worked thirty hours a week 
after school.

She has now been accepted as a 
medical student in the Medical (Col­
lege of Virginia in Richmond, where 
she expects to enroll in September.

In the Chinese Baptist Church of 
Norfolk Miss Lee is a willing helper to 
her father. She is church pianist and 
teacher of a young people's class.

“Margaret desires to go back to 
China after she finishes studying in 
America,'’ writes her father. “She 
wants to work among her people In a 
Christian way. Her ambition for the 
future is to erect a hospital in China.”

Miss Lee was given a $100 scholar­
ship by the Norfolk branch of Amerl-

Mary College with the view of becom­
ing a doctor.

Some of the former students both In 
Cuba and in the States are successful 
lawyers and business men, assets of 
their community.

It is the desire of the Margaret Fund 
committee of the Woman's Missionary 
Union that the young people receiving 
scholarships find a noble cause for 
which to live and fight, a cause so 
great that it lifts the individual life 
to spiritual greatness. Thus, day by 
day, each earnest student grows tn 
wisdom, in stature and in favor with 
God and man.

Chaplains Working Toward 
Goal

SOUTHERN Baptist chaplains now 
^preaching to the armed services 
around the world have adopted a goal 
of'100,000 jconverts in the Centennial 
Evangelistic Crusade, according to 
Dr. Alfred Carpenter, superinten­
dent of camp work.

Reports indicate that the chaplains, 
now numbering nearly 1,100, are well 
on their way toward achieving this 
goal.

Miss Margaret Lee

can Association of University Women 
at commencement exercises in May. 
The gift is presented annually to a 
worthy student for higher education. 
Miss^Lee will use the scholarship at 
Medical College In Richmond.

Last Year at Marion

McIntosh, sixth

Georgia, where he

In tosh County on

Served Siloam Church

|"WHAT BECAME OF NOAH'S ARK?"

QF the old
school of the 

Southern aristoc-

secretary of the 
Domestic MI s - 
slon Board.

book "The Reported Discovery of Noah's 
Ark" by Professors A. J. Smith Ph.D.D.D. 
and O. F. FletchalL M. A. Ph. D. Amazingly 
interesting reports starting with Josephus’s 
testimony IM A. D. Marco Polo 1289 and oth­
ers originating in England, Russia and 
Persia. Price postpaid We, 2 for |1.0e. 
CoUege Book Room, Intercession City, Fla.

—
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SECRETARY

Scholarly Georgian
Led-Domestic Board

McIntosh
April 4, 1811, and traiuvii in rumian 
Institution In South Carolina under 
Rev. Saiquel Furman and Dr. Jesse 
Hartwell, McIntosh served churches in 
his native state and in Alabama over 
a period of forty years before his call 
to the secretaryship of the Board in 
1875.

He had also been employed by the 
Board in the theological education of 
the colored population prior to the 
Civil War, McIntosh being one of 
only two missionaries to give their 
full time to Negro work before 1860.

Dr. McIntosh's pastorates included 
seventeen years at the Siloam Church 
in Marion, where the Domestic Board 
was located, and during which* pastor­
ate he was also president of the 
Board. Thus he came to the secre­
taryship with full experience In the 
Board's affairs.

Indicative of the wide recognition 
given to Dr. McIntosh for his schol­
arship and pulpit ability is the fact 
that two widely-separated institutions, 
Columbian College in Washington and 
Baylor University in Texas, conferred 
on him the degree of Doctor of Divin­
ity in 1868.

Dr. McIntosh remained secretary 
for seven years, until the Board’s re­
moval In 1882 to Atlanta. He was 
retained by the Board as a theologi­
cal Instructor for the Negroes for 
some time until his return to the pas­
torate.

Baptizing in Dutch Baptist Church

7?

OHOWN here Is Chaplain James R. Barnett baptizing a soldier in the little
Baptist church in Treebeek, Holland. The church authorized the chaplain to 

baptize both the soldier and another candidate who was awaiting baptism. 
Baptists in the Netherlands are few in numbers. Chaplain Barnett learned. The 
pastor at Treebeek said he knew of only two Baptist churches In Belgium.

Until this experience of baptizing the 
soldier at Treebeek, Chaplain Barnett 
says that he had discovered Uttle in­
formation about Baptist work or even 
about Protestants in France, Belgium, 
Holland, or Germany.

"In France I met a man who said 
he was a Baptist,” Chaplain Barnett 
writes, “but because of my limited 
French I could learn but vpry little 
from him. Finally I found an open 
road when I began seeking a place to 
baptize the soldier in Holland.

"I had met a family who could speak 
English, bo through them I was Intro­
duced to a leading member of a 
Dutch Reformed Church. The word 
hnmersion was foreign to him, and 
though he conducted me through his 
magnificent building, all he could 
show me was a bowl for a baptistry.

“I finally heard of a little church 
In Treebeek that baptized by immer­
sion. Since many of the ministers
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spoke English, 1 went to the Dutch 
Reformed pastor and was directed to 
the Baptist pastor who could speak 
English fluently. The pastor is not 
ordained, and for that reason they 
asked me to baptize a candidate who 
was awsdting baptism, as well as the 
soldier.”

Jewish Soldier “Devours 
Christian Tract

By Jacob Garten haus 
AT the request of a Christli 
** friend, a letter with a tfa 
was mailed to a Jewish soldier. 
He, however, had gone overseas 
before it reached him, but it 
was forwarded to him. Of 
course I had no way of knowing 
whether It had ever reached him 
until a young Baptist service­
man told me, while on furlough 
In Texas, that he was present 
when the Jewish soldier re­
ceived my communication.

“You have never seen ,a hap­
pier person,” said the young 
soldier returned from overseas.

He simply devoured every 
word. It was to him like a mes­
sage from another world. With­
in a few days he gave his heart 
to the Saviour.
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Extension Revival Meetings
By C. E. MATTHEWS

OVER a period ot twenty-two years as pastor of Travis Avenue Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, we have conducted twenty-one outdoor meet­
ings, one each year in the summer and usually in the month ot August. 

The church Is located In the heart ot a great residential section at the city 
known as thd South Side. This section has a population ot more than 30,000. It 
has not been necessary tor us to go any great distance from the church building 
in order to find large possibilities tor church membership.

Most ot these revivals have been conducted under tents; however, during the 
war we have been unable to obtain a tent and we have conducted our meetings In 
the open with only a structure covering the choir platform.

The advantages ot this type ot re­
vival effort as experienced by us are 
as follows:

,1. We are able to reach a type ot 
person In an outdoor meeting that we 
do not reach so easily In a church 
building. There are people who never 
attend worship in a building who will 
sit in an open space or under a tent 
and listen to the preaching of the Gos­
pel. The reasons for this are obvious. 
It may be because ot comfort, timid­
ity, or that people feel that it Is not 
necessary to 'tlress up" for outdoor 
services, which makes it easier to 
relax.

Easy to Enlist Members

2. It is easier to enlist our own 
church members to participate in out­
door meetings, especially in singing 
in the choir and doing personal work. 
This may be due to the novelty ot the 
occasion; however, there appears to 
be a different fellowship and a great­
er liberty in outdoor meetings than 
we experience indoors.

3. We have noticed particularly that 
people from other denominations at- 
tend in great numbers these outdoor 
services. This Is probably due to two 
things. One is, outdoor meetings are 
more or less community affairs, and 
the other is due to the fact that Bap 
tisls and only a tew other religious 
groups are conducting open-air reviv­
als any more. This presents a grea 
opportunity to our Baptist people l< 
preach Christ in the sense that w<- 
believe in Him.

4. Outdoor revivals are conducive !■ 
religious visiting. These services held 
in new or unchurched communities 
take our workers Into new fields 
where we find new faces and we have 
the' opportunity to witness in homes 
that otherwise are untouched by 
church visitors. !

- 5. The greatest spiritual benefits 
derived from lent revivals or outdoor 
meetings ar$ the invisible results. 
Southern Baptists are what we are 
because of evangelism. Due to modern 
conveniences, beautiful buildings, 
h|gher education and a constant trend 

toward formalism we are In great dan­
ger ot losing the rugged, militant, 
compassionate spirit of true evangel­
ism.

We should be fearful of losing these 
Elements that have made possible our 

/denomination's glorious achievements 
over the past hundred years in this 
nation. Well does the writer remem­
ber the words ot Dr. J. B. Gambrell, 
"The chief danger of our Baptist peo­
ple Is that we are becoming too re­
spectable.”
Reaching the Common People

We must keep our worship on the 
level with the masses. There is noth­
ing we can do that will help us more 
lit that direction than for every 
church, regardless ot location, to con­
duct at least one outdoor revival each 
year.

Remember ft was “the common peo­
ple" who heard Him gladly. The rea­
son was that Jesus loved them and 
was interested in them and because 
He went out into the wide open places 
and preached to them. He found people 
out there who would not darken the

Preaching under a tent in Houston.

door ot the synagogue. These classes 
are still out there. .

It takes preparation, both physical 
and spiritual, to have a revival out 
in the open. Lost people do not flock 
to services in great numbers any more. 
We are compelled to go out where they 
are if we are to reach many of them.

When one imagines 25,000 Southern 
Baptist churches going afield in out­
door revivals each year, a thing that 
is easily possible, he Is at least in­
spired by what can be done In a coun­
try where religious liberty permits 
such a thing.

The morals 't many church members 
are little or no better than those of the 
world.

---------

THE
Romance

OF A
CENTURY

X
An unforgettable sound 
motion picture presenting 
Southern Baptists' begin­
nings, growth, trials, and 

triumph*
' e

Skilfully photographed, accurate 
in'personal and hirtorical detail 
true to the Baptist spirit and 
faith, "The Romance of a Cen­
tury" ii adapted for the screen 
from Dr. J. E. Dillard's account of 
the great Baptist heritage and 
(he growth of Baptist faith and 
practice In England, colonial 
America, and on to the present 
day.

“The Romance of a Century' 
is 16mm. sound. It cannot be 
shown on a silent projector, or 
on an 8mm. projector. Run­
ning time is 42 minutes. Rental 
is >12.00 for one showing. For 
complete information and or­
dering instructions, see
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BOOK STORE


