


Convention Calendar and Jlome

By John Caylor

The calendar of co-ordinated de­
nominational activities for 1949 adopted 
by the Southern Baptist Convention 
emphasizes home missions throughout 
the year. Thu is as it ought to be. Of 
course there are stated times for special 
emphases, but all our mission program 
ought to be kept before all the people 
all the year.

sion week at Ridgecrest gives an op­
portunity for study, inspiration, and 
emphasis on home missions. Various 
state assemblies, retreats and camps ask 
for home mission representatives.

In the third quarter of the year hun- 
dreds of college students are enlisted 
by the Home Mission Board to do home 
mission work alongside the missionaria. 
Thus young people get the spirit of 
home missions in the right fashion.

In the last quarter of the year church 
budgets are adopted; members are en­
listed; the Co-operative Program is pro­
moted; and home missions has a vital 
emphasis from another direction.

Home missions must be emphasized 
throughout the year if we are to win 
the/homeland to Christ.
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A World Objective
By J. B. Lawrence

Schools of Missions

In January' one of the major em­
phases is church schools of missions. The 
purpose of the schools of missions is to 
present the mission causes in their proper 
relationship to church activities. All 
phases of missions are set forth in the 
schools. Also in January the Co-opera­
tive Program is to receive new emphasis. 
The purpose of the Co-operative Pro­
gram is to make it possible for all 
Baptists to give to all the causes of 
Southern Baptists. Juggling and shift­
ing of percentages within the Co-op- 
■ptive Program will not meet the needs 
■ Southern Baptists. All of us will 

Jffave to work together to increase gifts 
through the Co-operative Program in 
order to meet the needs of all our agen­
cies.

Annie Armstrong Offering

The major emphasis of the month of 
March in denominational activities is 
home missions. Woman’s Missionary 
Union spends a week in prayer and 
makes its annual offering, known as the 
Annie Armstrong offering. It should be 
known generally that one-third of the 
income of the Home Mission Board 
comes from the Annie Armstrong offer­
ing.

The Sunday school has set the last 
Sunday in March as the time for its 
emphasis on home and foreign missions. 
An offering crowns the efforts of the 
emphasis. March is a time for unusual 
interest in home missions.

In the second quarter of the year 
home missions has another inning. Its 
program at the Southern Baptist Con­
vention is one of the highlights. The 
missionaries * are presented, and their 
testimonies have great influence upon 
Convention messengers. Then home mis-
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NOW ij the time to iefect

NEW HYMNALS-NEW SONGBOOKS
Enrich your services with that necessary, vital in­
gredient—enthusiastic singing. Place new hymnals or 
songbooks in your congregation—then notice the dif­
ference.

EVANGELISTIC SONGS
Just off the press, here are 97 selections de­
signed for revivals, encampments, tent meet­
ings, and other religious gatherings. Paper 
binding. Hundred, carriage extra, $15.00; 
dozen, postpaid, $2.25; single copy, postpaid, 
25c.

LOOK AND LIVE SONGS
Thia revival songbook of 144 selections con­
tains appropriate songs for all religious occa­
sions. Bristol binding. Hundred, carriage 
extra, $2230; dozen, postpaid, $3.35; single 
copy, postpaid, 35c.

VOICE OF PRAISE
Contains 314 old standard hymns, favorite 
gospel songs, and choruses, plus 15 pages of 
responsive readings. Topical and alphabeti­
cal indexes. Cloth binding. Hundred, carriage 
extra, $75.00; dozen, postpaid, $10.15; single 
copy, postpaid, 85c.

THE BROADMAN HYMNAL
Included are 603 hymns and Sonya, 60 re­
sponsive readings, and a topical index of 60 
practical clarifications. Cloth binding. Hun- 
jfT*mCarn”?' "tra' *97-5l>; doIcn. Postpaid, 
*13.10, single copy, postpaid, 11.15.

Send today for free sample copy of your choice

Baptist Book Store

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONS

At the meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention in June, Dr. 
Rankin, the executive secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Board, brought a request to the Executive 
Committee, the gist of which was to make world 
missions, with a special emphasis on Foreign Mis­
sions, the basis for the appeal to our churches for 
larger contributions and for the realization of the 
denominational goals set forth, "fifty fifty by 
1910.”

The Home Mission Board has had as the basis 
of its appeal, ever since I have been executive 
secretary, world missions. In the.first speech 1 
made as executive secretary at the New Orleans 
convention in May, 1930, there is this paragraph: 

Baptists of the South are in a great kingdom 
campaign. It is not a series of isolated attacks, nor 
is it a warfare waged by disconnected divisions— 
it is a world campaign waged through the preach­
ing of the gospel at home and abroad by the whole 
denomination. It is the united forces of King Im­
manuel carrying out His imperial commission to 
disciple the nations. The key position is the home­
land. Keep the homeland evangelized and we have 
the hope and the assurance of a world evangeliza­
tion. Let the apostolic faith perish from the home­
land and our missions in far off fields will fail for 
lack of support.”

He who saves hjs homeland saves all; 
And all things saved bless him.

He whose homeland is lost, loses all; 
And all things lost curse him.

Our task as a denomination is not simply to 
enlist recruits for the firing line an foreign lands 
and on the home fields. We must marshal a de­
nomination for world conquest for Christ. Every 
resource we have in men and money, every insti- .- 
tution and every local church must be enlisted for 
and dedicated to the God-given task of preaching 
f hrist and Him crucified, the only Saviour, to a 
lost world.

The purpose of the Home Mission Board 
through all the years of the present administration 
has been to evangelize the homeland for world 
conquest for Christ. Home Missions is not, there­
fore, simply a matter of emotional concern, or 
evangelistic zeal. It is an essential part of our world 
mission for Christ. A saved homeland holds the 
key to a world’s Saving. All of our missionary en­
terprises, near and far, should realize that the sav- | 
mg mission is and can only be the welling forth 
of a saved life. We must have for our mission of 
salvation to lands afar the impact of a great de­
nomination saved by the blood of the Lamb here 
at home.

Southern Baptists are committed to a world 
mission program. Their mission endeavor is not a 
series of isolated attacks, nor is it a campaign car­
ried on by disconnected divisions. It is a movement, 
to preach the gospel at home and abroad by the 
whole denomination. It is the unitefl forces of 
King Immanuel carrying out His imperial com­
mission to disciple the nations. The task of evan­
gelizing the world must begin with us-fTTfri it does 
not end with an evangelistic message. Ourmsk is 
not completed with a proclamation of the goKpel. 
The Christian life must follow. We cannot hope 
to bring the world to Christ by simply stating the 
facts contained in the gospel. We must make the 
gospel a living thing. We are not only the agents 
of God’s grace; we are also the samples.

If we have to cross an ocean before we'become 
interested in the salvation of foreigners, the under­
privileged, and the lost, then our mission interest 
is built on sentiment and not on conviction. Basic­
ally, interest is created and maintaned by personal
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A WORLD OBJECTIVE-Continued

contacts. Faith and conviction are built 
up and strengthened by being put into 
operation. Our churches, to definitely 
become and permanently remain mis­
sionary, must begin their efforts with the 
races of the world by preaching the gos­
pel of salvation to those races here in our 
homeland. Home Missions is necessary to 
create and develop a passion for the lost 
because they arc lost. This is- the begin­
ning of world missions.

The work we arc called upon by 
Christ to do is the evangelization of the 
entire world. Not a corner of it is to be 
left unreclaimed. Over all of it Christ 
is to reign. To those who arc called to 
foreign fields we would say, Go, go as 
fast as modern ships can carry you, but 
do not go because American sin is not 
picturesque enough, do not go because 
you think it is only by going to lands 
afar that you can work for the bringing 
in of the world kingdom of Christ; go 
only because Christ has definitely Called 
you to take your position at the post of 
duty across the sea. The army of King 
Jesus is stretched across the face of the 
earth, the campaign of conquest is 
worldwide. Every point of contact with 
the forces of evil is the front line of 
battle, whether the lines be drawn in the 
home field or in foreign lands.

To you who are commissioned to stay 
and fight in the ranks at home, get 
this word of encouragement. The battle 
cannot be waged successfully abroad un­
less the enemy is kept in check at 
home. One of the great problems of 
Foreign Missions^today is the home prob­
lem. With every “vessel bearing a mis­
sionary there goes a troop of moral per­
verts to debauch the heathen. Can we 
extend over all the earth the victories 
of the Prince of Peace while we arc 
bearing in one hand the emblems of 
salvation and in the other hand the 
price of blood? Can we break the chains 
of spiritual thralldom abroad while we 
rivet the fetters of moral bondage at 
home? Qin we teach the races of the 
earth the law of universal love while 
we are trampling on human rights, 
treading out the life from the immortal 
mind and crushing with iron heel the 
image of God in man in our homeland?

* So. long as America is filled with graft 
and greed—so long as the most dread­
ful corruption of morals and the most 
dismal defiance of every sound princi­
ple comes from tAmerica—just so long

will the far-flung battle lines of King 
Jesus move forward uncertainly and 
the kingdom of peace be retarded in its 
coming.

If we are to evangelize the nations 
we ourselves must be evangelized. The 
gospel when rooted in our lives will 
fruit in our service for others. It for­
ever remains a fact that those who go 
forth to proclaim Christ to the nations 
must themselves have acknowledged 
Christ in their own lives. There must 
be in the hearts of those who promote a 
missionary undertaking a dynamic suffi­
ciently powerful to propel them to 
heroic sacrifice. Missions is unselfish 
service for others and is motivated by 
love for Christ in a lost world. The 
gospel must be victorious in our land 
to cause men to surrender for mission 
service. When .Christ reigns triumphant 
over a people, then will their response 
to His will, to His call to service, be 
glorious.

The home mission program of South­
ern Baptists has ever had a wo?ld ob­
jective. Our home mission workers have 
ever believed that a triumphant mis­
sionary program in the homeland is nec­
essary if we would push our conquest 
for Christ in lands afar. They have 
felt all along that the evangelization 
of America is the tilling of the soil 
with the gospel so that America would 
be prepared to answer the growing de­
mands of the world for the gospel with 
an ever enlarging missionary service.

At least three things are necessary 
for world conquest for Christ: (1) A 
vital Christianity; (2) men; and (J) 
money. The production of these three 
things is essentially the work of the 
Christian forces in the homeland. A 
Christian constituency must stand be­
hind a Christian program. Money for 
the sending of the gospel abroad can 
be secured only from the saved. If we 
are to project the gospel of Jesus Christ 
into all the world and into all the life 
of the world, then our own lives must 
root in the gospel and be an expression 
of it. Not only so, but the gospel we 
send abroad must root in the civiliza­
tion and life of our country and find its 
demonstration in that civilization in 
order to secure the largest response.

A great people must have a wide out­
look. No narrow vision will suffice when 

rftcrnal interests arc involved. Southern 
Baptists must become international, 
interracial and world-visioned when

they think of their mission work. A 
narrow policy will be fatal. State lines 
define areas of activity for state organi­
zations, but arc not partitioning lines 
that divide the kingdom of God into 
separate functioning units. The denomi- 
nation, in its mission work at home and 
abroad, must function as a whole. It 
can meet its mission obligations in no 
other way. Every agency and every in­
stitution, every board and every intcr- 
cu^fpstcrcd by Southern Baptists, must 
recognize its responsibility in the task 
of evangelizing the world. All must 
work together in this great enterprise. 
Selfishness and self-seeking arc fatal. A 
broad brotherhood, one for all and all' 
for one, is essential. We arc laborers 
together with God.

Our Cover Picture
Dr. J. B. Lawrence, on July 15, began 

his twentieth year of service as secre­
tary-treasurer of the Home Mission 
Board.

He preaches each week (by transcrip­
tion) over 70 radio stations to an audi­
ence estimated at four million.

His monthly editorials in the South­
ern Ba ft fist Home Missions reaches 300,- 
000 readers.

As author of mission study books he 

produces a new volume almost every 
year.

As executive he is alert to mission 
trends and needs of the present day.

Relation* Jjetsveen .Northern and 
Southern (Kaptidtd

By David M. Gardner

Editor, Baptist Standard
Dr. Robert^. Baker, professor of Church History in the Southwestern Theo­

logical Seminary, Fort Worth, has kindly consented to write a series of six articles 
for The Baptist Standard on the general theme as stated above. In the first discus­
sion, Dr. Baker deals with six vital phases of a live issue which has created tension 
between Northern and Southern Baptists. He is a clear and forceful writer. He goes 
back to the beginning and down to the roots of an old controversy and comes up 
with facts, dates, and documents which cannot be denied.

We urge our readers to read and reread 
these articles and pass them on to others. 
We arc especially happy to announce 
here that Dr. Baker has written a book 
dealing with this general theme, which 
is now pn the press, or is ready for the 
press. Every Baptist, North and South, 
who reads these articles .will want the 
book when it comes from the press.

Dr. Baker not only knows history, 
he knows theology and ecclesiology. He 
has the following degrees: A.B., Baylor 
university; Th.D., Southwestern semi­
nary, and Ph.D., Yale university, with 
one of the highest records made by 
any graduate. He is clear in his inter­
pretation, logical in his deduction, and 
fair in his presentation of controversial 
issues. We make bold to assert that if 
the so-called leaders among Baptists, 
North and South, could be induced to 
read the author’s fair presentation of 
the case, and to face fairly the causes 
of the present tension, they would be 
forced by the logic of his conclusions 
to cease all quibbling concerning comity 
agreements.

Much has been said and written con­
cerning comity compacts between 
Northern and Southern Baptists, or be­
tween Baptists and others, which has 
been downright trivial. The term 
"comity" means "courtesy between 
equals." Any disposition to arbitrarily 

Newly elected officers of the Costa Rican Baptist Cont ention. (Left to right) Luis Dr. Paul C. Bell and Rev. Van 
Guevarra, Emmanuel Rojas, Aurelio Gutierrez, Luis Vargas, and Oscar Gomez. Earl Hughes,

impose a meaning or implication upon 
any agreement entered into by Baptist 
groups which violates Baptist principles, 
is a disservice to Christianity.

Any agreement, whether based upon 
comity or convenience, which would 
estop Baptists, North or South, from 
evangelizing the lost and baptizing the 
saved and organizing churches wherever 
churches are needed, is anti-scriptural 
and anti-Christian. Any interpretation 
of "comity” which imposes geographical 
and territorial limitations on the Great 
Commission, or ignores the inherent 
right of autonomous Baptist churches, 
or any other Baptist body to determine 
its own affiliation, is dangerous.

The Southern Baptist Convention was 
organized in 1845 in Augusta, Georgia. 
There has never been a day from 1845 
down to 1948 when Northern Baptists 
were not engaged in some form of mis­
sion work in Southern states. Northern 
Baptists are engaged in mission work in 
Texas and in Oklahoma right now; yet, 
we have never as Texans, or Southern 
Baptists, registered a protest or charged 
Northern Baptists with the crime of 
invading the South.

The Constitutions of the Northern 
and Southern Baptist Conventions 
plainly declare that each is national in 
scope. The contention that the South­

ern Baptist Qjnventiort, with 6,285,889 
members ought to be confined to 14 
states, while the Northern Baptist Con­
vention with less than 1,500,000 is 
given 34 states, simply does not make 
sense. If Baptists, North and South, 
were more concerned about carrying 
out the Great Commission by making, 
and baptizing disciples, we would be 
less concerned about comity agree­
ments.—Editorial.

Costa Ricans Hold 
Second Annual 

Convention
By Van Earl Hughes

We were finally able to have a short 
session of our second annual convention 
of Costa Rican Baptists which had been 
delayed by the war.

Four churches reported. According 
to their records they had 45 baptisms 
during the past year, dismissed 10 mem­
bers, and now have a total membership 
of. 178. They also reported three 
W. M. U. organizations and two Train­
ing Unions. Their offerings totaled 11,- 
368.00 colones or approximately $2,- 
000.00.

Officers elected for the coming year 
include: Aurelio Gutierrez, president; 
Emmanuel Rojas, vice-president; Luis 
Guevarra, secretary of the convention; 
Oscar Gomez, secretary of records; and 
Luis Vargas, treasurer.

Dr. Paul C. Bell, formerly missionary 
to Costa Rica, but who is now in charge 
of the work in Panama, was a wel­
comed visitor at the Convention. Dr. 
H C. Goenier of the Southern Baptist 
Seminary in Louisville, also was present.

The Convention voted to employ two 
colporteurs to be selected Jrom among 
the Costa Rican Baptists. "iheirSklaries 
will be paid in part by the Baptistyub- 
lishing House. \ -
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Southern Eaptidt Cuan^eliitic Serviced at Cruntp 
Stadium to Ee Repeated

Thr SoutherffBBaptist evangelistic service conducted in 
Crump Stadium, Memphis, Tennessee, May 23, at the close 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, was so impressive and 
fruitful that the Convention immediately voted that the 
service be repeated at the next convention to be held in 
Oklahoma City in 1949.

The attendance at the Crump Stadium was estimated at 
22,000 by the Associated Press. This estimate was based on 
a picture taken of the stadium from the air before the crowd 
fully gathered. The stadium scats 28,000 persons. The over­
flow on the playing field plus the crowd that remained in the 
shade under the stands plus those standing was estimated at 
30,000.

When Dr. R. G. Lee gave the invitation the response was 
overwhelming. More than 10,000 people responded. Our 
secretaries were able to get only 3 50 signatures of those who 

came forward. Of this number 46 were on profession of 
faith. About the same number were decisions to unite with 
some church, and the rest of them were dedications.

The commercial photographer, Mr. Curley Bruner, who 
took the accompanying pictures, and his wife were gloriously 
saved and united with one of the churches in Memphis. There 
is no telling how many people actually accepted Christ in 
the service. ,

Mr. E. H. Crump, for whom the stadium is named, was 
present. He stated, "This is the greatest thing I have ever 
witnessed in Memphis. If this had been held at night, 40,000 
people would have been here.”

It is our hope that the committee on order of business for 
next year’s convention will permit the service to be held at 
night. It will be in the football stadium, Oklahoma City.

The offering, taken in less than two minutes, amounted to 
S6.481.J2.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONS

People moling forward during imitation which lasted thirty minutes, beginning at 4:1,5 P. M. and closing at 4:45 P. M. 
Few, if any, left the stadium during the entire service which began at 2:50 P.M. Dr. R. G. Lee began preaching at 5:25 P.M.
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Vke Call of the Jlome Jie Id
By Ellis A. Fuller

President, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

■■

FThf multitude that came forward on invitation to accept Christ at Saviour, to unite with the church if unattached Baptist, 
or for red cd scat ion of life in the service of Christ, stands for closing prayer. It was estimated that ten thousand responded to 

the invitation given by Dr. R. G. Lee.

The 600 ushers who rented the people and took the offering. The offering, amounting to 16,481.12, was taken in left than Iwo 
minuter. The head usher was Leon Petit, formerly pitcher for the Washington "Senators" in the American league and now 

a great Baptist layman of Memphis. He stands on the right in front of stands.

w The hom^ field includes the entire Southern Baptist Convention territory and 

also the island of Cuba and the Panama Canal Zone. It is the home base for our 
efftire denominational program for world conquest in Christ's name. For that 
reason, wc must now and always keep on "beginning at Jerusalem" in our world 
witness for Christ.

Wc oftentimes say, "The light that 
shines the farthest shines the brightest 
at home." Unquestionably, this is true, 
but wc must not lose sight of the fact 
that it shines farthest because it shines
brightest at home.

Vi’c deceive ourselves into believing 
that strong battle fronts in distant 
lands will automatically produce a 
strong home base, a source of supplies. 
In this recent war, our nation first went 
all out for preparation at home ansi 
then projected its power and its fighting 
lines around tne world.

let no sentiment curb sound think 
ing and good judgment at this point.

At the same time wc must accept 
for ourselves, as a denomination, the 
philosophy of life stated by our Master 
in this familiar, but perhaps never 
understood verse, "He that loveth his 
life lose th it, and he that hateth his life 
in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal."

This law holds for a denomination 
just as it holds for an individual Chris­
tian. Therefore, 1 become frightened 
when I sec the evidences of a dispro­
portionate love for our own denomina­
tional life in the homeland.

I he figures speak for themselves. 
We have about 20,000 preachers in the 
home field but less than 700 missionaries 
in all the foreign fields. Of the total 
gifts of Southern Baptists, only a pit­
tance goes to foreign missions.

When we speak of 50'> of the South- 
wide funds going to Foreign Missions 
and 18'i to Home Missions, it seems 
that three times as much money is be­
ing spent on others in foreign lands as 
upon ourselves, but the facts at once 
dissipate this illusion. The total amount 
ot money which we spend for the sup­
port of our local churches, our hospitals, 
orphanages, Christian colleges, semi­
naries, state mission boards, and home’ 
missions is spent in the home field.

All the wdrk that is being done by 
the individual members of our churches 
and through the organizations of our 
sh,;rches and boards and institutions is 
bung done in the home field.

I cannot believe that wc arc spending 
too much money in the home field, 
nor can I believe that wc arc doing too 
much work in the homeland. The fields 
all about us are white unto harvest.

You may go to the best churched 
cities in the South and you will find 
alxiut three out of every four people 
in them arc not even professing Chris­
tians. What a challenge this fact is to 
our local churches!

You can go into other s ast areas, par­
ticularly those occupied by the In­
dians. the French, the Mexicans, and 
the foreigners, and you will find condi­
tions even worse.

What is wrong with us? 1 venture 
three diagnoses. Professing Christians 
arc not voluntarily witnessing for Christ 
in obedience to his command. There is 
hardly a corporal’s guard in any one 
of our greatest churches who are con­
sistent soul-winners.

Furthermore, the Christians in the 
home field do not have a world vision. 
Our giving is based upon, and limited 
by, our own urgent needs.

This leads .to a third diagnosis of 
trouble. Wc arc not giving enough 
money. Southern Baptists arc giving 
just about one-tenth of their tithe. It 
might be perilous for us to do less at 
home, but 1 am sure that it will be 
perilous if we at home do not catch a 
vision of what Christ meant when he 
commanded us to make disciples of all 
nations.

In the home field wc must sec that 
every nook and corner is truly Chris­
tianized. Every Christian church should 
become responsible for its own com­
munity.

Through our state mission boards 
and Home Mission Board wc ought to 
strive diligently to enter the fields 
which our local churches cannot serve. 
There should be no overlapping in our 
work in any of the fields; but, cer­
tainly, there should be the very closest 
correlation of the work of agencies, 
institutions, anil boards which, have 
similar duties.

Dr. Ellis A. Fuller

It is unreasonable to suppose that 
our world shall ever become "one 
world” to our Baptist people until they 
themselves become one people. That is 
to say, it is absolutely imperative that 
all of us realize that wc arc one big 
Christian family with a common injd 
tcrest, a common purpose, and a com! 
mon mission.

For nearly fourteen years I gave 
much of my -time and strength to the 
Home Mission Boaj*d. I love it and I 
believe in it. The history of its achieve­
ments and contributions is one of the 
greatest romances of Baptist history.

Some arc raising the question as to 
whether the Board has served its pur­
pose. They seem to think that the 
mighty state organizations which have 
been developed within the last few 
years now cover the field and arc ade­
quate to meet all their needs. .

Nothing could be more disastrous to 
Southern Baptists than ^rTTx|wir South­
wide agencies and boards, anyone of 
them, to be eliminated. Aside frbm the 
work that they are doing, they arc\nak- 
ing invaluable contributions to the pres­
ervation of the unity and solidarity 
of our people.

I verily believe that God is saying to 
the Home Mission Board, "Greater 
works fhan these shall you do.’’

’ The industrialization of the South 
alone presents such a challenge to 
Southern Baptists that they dare not try 
to meet it without some agency like 
the Home Mission Board, to say noth­
ing of the work of evangelism and 
training and teaching in mountain $cc» 
tions and among the Negroes and 
foreigners in our midst.

We need the Home Mission Board to 
fill in gaps which churches and sUte 
boards cannot fill.— (Reprinted from 
SBHM, May, 1946.)

i SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSIONS
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Home Mission Week at Ridgecrest this year "started in high and continued in

and pastors. Rural evangelism and the importance of

high” throughout, according to the

More than 225 rur 
churches of the South challenging meaner the need for a good survey in the rural church

departments, and conferences 
profitably occupied.

A Sou th wide Baptist rural church 
Week at Ridgecrest, North Carolina,

to witness for Christ.
Dr. Holcomb and Dr. Fuller closed

s m becoming a Christian. Many 
morning testimonials were the

The morning messages from missionaries 
of language groups related their personal cxpci 
expressions were heard indicating that the . 
highest spot on the Ridgecrest program. J. O. Williams, of the Sunday School Board, closed the conference with 

nging message on "Meeting the Needs of our Rural Pastors.”

The first week of June found home missionaries and many friends of home 
missions at Ridgecrest.

The earlier date was chosen in order to enable rural pastors and workers to attend 
and receive inspiration from the emphasis on evangelism and rural life.

Rural revivals no doubt arc now reflecting the benefit of that week of confer -

Dr. R. G. Lee was at his best in the initial scries of sermons on evangelism.
Dr. W. A. Criswell captured the hearts of his listeners and challenged his hearers

highlight the addresses and confcrtnc luring the first 
crest in 1949.

Already the program committee In »jgcd foKHome MrSion Week at Ridge- 

it next year Dr. R. G. La- and Di r. A. Criswell for the evening messages.

Sunday school and Training Union for the rural church were stressed.
Dr. John D. Freeman, field secretary of the Home Mission Board for rural work,

number of rural missionaries, with Kentucky a close second on the latter point; 
It was perhaps the largest number of interested rural people gathered strictly for 
a rural church conference in our Southern Baptist life.

Dr. O. T. Brinkley made the conference sec the rapidly-moving trends in the 
South that so vitally affect rural life and made a strong appeal for the rural church 
to meet the needs of the people in the light of these new trends. ,

Two state secretaries brought special messages to the conference. Dr. W.-fCL 
Boone of Kentucky presented the need for a larger state rural church program, 
and gave an excellent model for such a program in what his own state mission board 
is doing for the rural churches in Kentucky.

Dr. Charles W. Pope, state secretary of Tennessee, spoke on "A Good Associa­
tion Mission Program.” This message aroused much interest aqd many questions, 
since Tennessee had done such an excellent job with association mission programs.

Two items of unusual interest were the church surveys of Kentucky and Okla­
homa by Rev. R. B. I looks, superintendent of rural work in Kentucky, and Rev. 
Sam Scant Ian, superintendent of rural work in Oklahoma.

Rev. Percy Ray told how he builds modern rural church houses. There were



of Strand Bible Clan, 
held each Tuesday.

The Upper Room 
weekly services

Belles ue Baptist Mission, operated as a 
branch of Bellevue Baptist Church.

to the 4J nationalities rep-
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Neighborhood \\iiniMry
This is a significant subject! I like 

it, don’t you? It reminds me of the past, 
of the days when I was a country lad 
living in a community not thickly 
populated. In those days we seldom 
used the expression, “Our Community,” 
and we never spoke of "Our Ward” or 
"Our Block" or "Our City," but we did 
frequently speak of "Our Neighbor­
hood.” I

I like th^wojcct because it reminds 
me of today. It calls my attention to 
the people among whom I live—the 
people who live next door, across the 
street, in the next block;'the older peo­
ple and the younger people; the people 
who worship with me, the ones who 
worship elsewhere, and the ones «who 
worship nowhere; the people with whom 
we trade and the ones whose wares we 
do not buy; the cultured people and the 
neglected people; the American-born 
people and the foreign-born; the saintly 
Christians and the poor lost sinners. Yes, 
the words "Neighborhood Ministry” call

Ralph R. Moore, Supt.
Ctty'idissions, Wfimphis, Tennessee

resented in my neighborhood and the 
190,000 unchurched people who live 
within my city.

But most of all, 1 like this subject 
because it reminds me of Christ. Jesus 
has shown us the real spirit and meaning 
of neighborliness in His matchless story 
of the ‘ Good Samaritan”; and we have 
the world's greatest example of service 
set forth in the life of Him who "came 
not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom

I Your neighborhood and mine arc not 
| alike, and yet sin is in both, and where 

sm is abounding you will find, sorrow, 
disease, wasted lives, broken homes and 
med. No one will deny that we have 
i need for a “Neighborhood Ministry.” 
In our community we have a many- 
sided need, therefore many types of 
ministry arc necessary. We seek to min-

1 riends, 
friends.

The Strand Bible Class

But in

August, 1948

the bodies of men—our blind 
the silent friends, the crippled 
orphan friends, aged friends, 
friends, and dependent friends, 
all our ministry, our primary 
is for the souls of men.

Ministering Through the 
Goodwill Center

The good women of Shelby Associa­
tion- have been ministering to the 
physical, social, and spiritual needs of 
many through the Goodwill Center 
which is located on Illinois street in 
Memphis. It is under the capable leader­
ship of two fine, consecrated young 
women, Miss Lynch and Miss Fogle. The 
moral and spiritual tone of’ the whole 
community has been lifted through 
this ministry. These ladies, with some 
helpers, have promoted a similar work 
among the Negroes near their neighbor­
hood; going each week to a Negro 
Baptist church to teach the Bible, direct 
a social period and instruct the children 
in the Christian way of life. Vacation 
Bible Schools arc conducted each sum­
mer in nearby Baptist churches. The 
writer has had the privilege of assisting 
in this worthy service.

Institutional Ministry
In this way we can, and do, lead 

many to accept Christ as Saviour. Regu­
lar services arc held by members of 
our Baptist churches in the city and 
county jails, the penal farm, and with 
other less fortunate men and women.

Services arc conducted each Sunday 
in the Medical Center. The other in­

stitutions in which we work are: 
Crippled Children's Home, Home of 
Incurables, Marine Hospital, Kennedy 
General Hospital, Baptist Hospital, and 
the juvenile court. Ladies from the 
Woman’s Missionary Societies visit in 
the hospitals, taking flowers, fruit, cook­
ies and other things.

The Baptist Youth 
Fellowship

Three years ago we organized a Bap­
tist Youth Fellowship to minister to 
the social and spiritual needs of our 
young people. The group meets on 
Saturday nights. During the first 
month Dr. Chester Swor spoke each 
Saturday night, but since then, local 
pastors or other outstanding speakers 
who were available have been used. The 
programs are well planned and have 
been of inestimable value to our youth. 
At present they meet only on the fourth 
Saturday night of each month. They 
publish a paper for distribution before 
each meeting.

We minister to the people downtown 
through the Strand Bible Class. Each 
Sunday morning an evangelistic 
is conducted in the Strand

Continued on Page 18



\ Che Challenge of the Wedt to 
Southern

By Fred A. McCaulley, field Worker
There arc two extremely divergent ideas of an-adequately churched area: one, 

that so long as wc have a church with a building that is not completely filled at the 
regular services, the community or city needs no more churches; the other, that so 
long as we have a church that is reaching only a small portion of the unchurched 
people of the community, that community is not adequately churched. Southern 
Baptists ordinarily share the latter view.

There are also two widely different ideas concerning religious worship: one. that 
if it is religious, it shall be primarily emotional, with intellectuality, training, and 
formality thrown to the winds; the other, that worship must be intellectual and 
formal, with no trace of the emotional. One is saying that the essential thing in 
accomplishing a task is to have good gasoline; the other is saying, "no, the essential 
thing is to have a good motor.” Southern Baptists believe that the same God that 
created the emotions, created the intellect, and that a religious worship that forsakes 
either the emotions or the intellect is not most pleasing to God.

forfeited the promised presence of 
Christ.

Most Southern Baptists believe that 
the people of every community should 
have the privilege of attending a place 
of worship where men may be taught 
to observe ALL that has been com­
manded.

In most instances there are differences 
of opinion between the teachings of 
Southern Baptists and other individual 
denominations and groups of denomi­
nations, as to the teachings of God’s 
Word and methods to be used in the 
spreading of the gospel. Southern Bap­
tists, for the most part, believe that 
our Lord’s promised presence, "and, lo, 
I am with you ilway, even unto the 
end of the world,” is contingent upon

/ll/i iicil/l (i'/H/MItll/

iHURCH FURNITURE

AMHKAN SXATINQ COM*ANY

the other "alls” of the Great Commis­
sion. They believe that ALL authority- 
in heaven and on earth has been vested 
in Christ; that He gave the command, 
and had the right to do it, when He 
sent us to go and make disciples of ALL 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy' Spirit. Southern Baptists believe 
that no man or set of men has the 
right to change the wording of the next 
phrase to read, "teaching them to ob­
serve SOME things whatsoever I have 
commanded you.” but that if we arc 
to receive the presence and approval of 
our Lord wc must go into ALL the 
world, teaching men to observe ALL 
that is commanded.

When, therefore, any group assumes 
the right to delegate to itself the 
authority to designate certain communi­
ties to churches that teach men to ob­
serve SOME things that have been com­
manded, it would seem that group has

All Have Right to Hear
H<y quickly that day will comr l0 

pa£0N~th<* more than 1,600 California 
communities that still have no Baptist 
church. Northern or Southern, is de­
pendent upon how many Baptists feel 
the responsibility laid upon them by 
the Great Commission, and whether 
they feel that responsibility deeply 
enough to act immediately, personally, 
heroically, and sacrificially.

If the.comity agreement is right, then 
not only are Southern Baptists for the 
most part wrong, but also the Federal 
Government has missed the mark and 
been terribly misguided in its movement 
of peoples to the west for essential in­
dustries. In this movement our govern­
ment moved millions pf people to the 
west coast during the war years to help 
in these industries, and among them 
more than 300,000 Southern Baptists. 
Many of these men and women had been 
won to the Lord by our missionaries 
and churches, taught through our Sun­
day schools. Training Unions, W. M. U. 
organizations, and Brotherhoods, edu­
cated in our Baptist colleges and semi­
naries, cared for in our Baptist hos­
pitals and orphanages, enlisted in giving 
to and serving in our churches and 
through our worldwide missionary en­
terprises.

With only 360 existing Baptist 
churches, located in 186 of the 1.891 
populated areas of California, it can

readily be seen that by far the largest 
percentage of our Southern Baptist 
brethren transplanted to this state were 
bouu-^in areas Jiving cither the ex­
treme emotional*type or the ultra- 
formal type of existing churches, with 
no church that adhered to the doctrines 
as they had learned them in the Baptist 
Bible Belt.

These Southern Baptists had been too 
well taught not to want their children 
to have the freedom of worship such 
as they themselves had enjoyed, and so 
they began practicing that Baptist lib­
erty in communities where no other 
church, according to commitments to 
the comity agreement, could do it.

Baptists do not always act wisely. 
During the past hundred years there 
have been instances where individual dif­
ferences have caused splits in churches, 
and the portion of those withdrawing 
have sometimes gone across the street, 
or down the block, and set up another 
organization to offer combat to the 
church of which they have but recently 
been a part.

If Baptists desire to do that, they arc 
within their legal rights; but most of 
us do not condone such action. There 
may be a few isolated cases where 
Baptists in California have acted this 
same way. If Southern; Baptist groups 
have done this, they have done it with­
out the sanction of Convention-wide or 
state-wide agencies.

Southern Baptists in California arc 
organizing new churches, not trying to 
alienate the affections of those already 
existing. With the exception of one 
Northern Baptist church, and a com­
paratively few independent Baptist 
churches, all others of the Southern 
Baptist groufk have been organized as 
new churches within the past ten years. 
The first church in California to or­
ganize as a .Southern Baptist church,

was at Ontario, on July 7, 1938. Nearly 
200 such churches have been organized 
since then, practically all of them in 
unchurched areas so far as Baptists are 
concerned, and many of them in com­
munities where the comity agreement 
had precluded the possibility of our 
Northern brethren entering.

A Task for All
With more than 9,000,000 people in 

California, approximately 7,000,000 of 
whom arc unchurched, it can readily 
be seen that both Northern and South­
ern Baptists combined will have more 
mission work for the next hundred years 
than they can hope to get done, if the 
Lord delays His return that long. And 
what could one do without the other? 
How unfair it would be to cither for 
the other to withdraw, with the tremen­
dous influx of people coming into the 
West from both Northern and Southern 
Convention territories, leaving all of 
these peoples with such wide varieties 
of background, training, and affiliations 
to be enlisted and amalgamated by 
cither convention group.

In World War II, Great Britain and 
America co-operated in a task too great 
for either to do, and neither desired the 
one to leave the field to the other.

According to comparative popula­
tions, if Los Angeles County were as 
well churched with Baptist churches 
as the state of Tennessee, she would 
have approximately 2,400 white Bap­
tist churches instead of her present total 
of about 100, both Northern and South­
ern. If the San Francisco Bay area were 
as well churched as Georgia, instead of 
the present number of Baptist churches 
(less than 100) there would be more 
than 2,500 white Baptist churches in 
that area.

A recent survey of Contra Costa

County indicated that 88 per cent were 
unchurched with six per cent Roman 
Catholic ?nd six per cent all other 
denominations combined.

To help solve the unchurched situa­
tion in these western states, Southern 
Baptists have been organizing on an 
average of a new church per month 
each in New Mexico and Arizona; a new 
church every six days in- California; 
and Washington and Oregon, affiliating 
with the California Southern Baptist 
State Convention through the North­
west Association, have organized four 
new Southern Baptist churches during 
the past two months.

Strong Leaders Needed
These multitudes of unreached appeal 

to the romantic spirit within our souls. 
But the romance of it cannot provide 
for the West the needed leadership'.

Those who would come to serve in 
this virgin territory must remember 
that our churches arc small and the 
financial remuneration is limited. This 
requires a virile leadership, with a spirit 
of self-sacrifice.

Continued on Page 18
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By Dr. Hyman J. Appleman
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^Neg,ro Mni^terial Education
All of the problems of Negro ministerial education arc characteristic of Ameri­

can theological education. But owing to the extra handicaps which Negroes have 
suffered, these problems arc exaggerated in their case.

The environment from which Negro preachers arc recruited and in which they 
must work is generally harmful to the progress of theological learning. Many people 
in this environment believe that learning dries up the living waters of the ('spirit." 
The "spirit” to which they refer is manifested in an overt emotionalism in religious 
services. It is nbt necessarily the Holy Spirit, but they think it is.

Among such people arc those who op­
pose preaching from notes and encour­
age impromptu preaching. They arc 
joined by scores of ignorant preachers 
who compensate for their ignorance by 
claiming that the entire message of the, 
preacher comes from God. and not from 
books. "Just open your ’mouth," they 
say,"and God will fill it.”

Obviously such people arc unskilled 
in the practice of recruiting for the 
ministry. They often overlook the 
brightest prospects and most alert 
young men. Since they demand so little 
of preachers, they do not look for the
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push jacket — ball point 
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phane wrapped refill in 
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Smooth Writing 
Professional writers like 
its smooth writing better. 
Try it I

Never-Skip How 
Amarine centrifugal pro­
cess whirls air bubbles 
out Of ink. Result: a 
never-skip flow

By George D. Kelsey

variety of qualities in their prospects 
which a minister should possess.

Two classes of boys arc usually en­
couraged to enter the ministry: (1) 
those who adjust easily to the ideas and 
ways of the church and community 
elders and (2) the dull, sedentary boy.

The unskilled character of the re­
cruiting environment is not the only 
reason why the bright, capable and 
alert boys generally do not choose the 
ministry. They also choose fields other 
than the ministry because of certain 
ideas which they themselves form to­
ward their environment, the ministry, 
and the church. Since Negro churches 
arc in a large measure run by the un­
lettered and relatively ignorant masses, 
the observing boy gets the impression 
early that religion is an affair of naive 
and stupid people. He is unable to 
distinguish between essential religion and 
the crude manifestations of religion 
which he has seen. He observes that 
the standards of the churches arc low 
while those of the other professions 
arc high.

The cause of the ministry is also 
often hindered by ministers themselves. 
They do not furnish good examples of 
what ministers ought to be. Thcv lack 
the personal dignity and refinement of 
speech of the members of other pro­
fessions; they lack the training which 
members of other professions have; they 
usually do not make use’of the best

MILITARY ACADEMY
"MAKING MEN — NOT MONEY"

A preparatory school for boys. Accredited. 
Ideal location. High academic standards 
maintained by experienced masters. Whole 
some Christian influence. "The Best at a 
Reasonable Cost.” Separate Junior School. 
For information address

COL. A. H. CAMDEN. President 
Hargrave Military Academy

Chatham. Va.

.. i
thought and methods of their profession 
as other professionals seem to do; and 
they often deviate radically from the 
implicit claims of the Christian min­
istry by being immoral.

Since the Negro ecclesiastical en­
vironment demands very little prepara- 
n^tr^n-ehc part of its ministers,' and 
since the capable and alert boys are 
neither encouraged to enter the minis­
try' nor attracted by it, theological 
training among Negroes is statistically 
at a low ebb. As of the winter quarter 
of 1945 only 327 Negroes were engaged 
in graduate theological studv in the 
entire United States. On the other hand, 
there were perhaps several times that 
number who attended Bible institutes of 
various types. Short-cut methods, is­
suing in certificates for illiterate Bible 
students, is the popular approach to 
theological study.

Competition With Northern 
Seminaries

More than any type of school the 
Negro theological seminary must com­
pete with northern institutions. It goes 
without saying that the Negro seminary 
competes at a disadvantage. Negro boys, 
just as any other boys, want to attend 
the greatest schools. They want to at­
tend institutions with distinguished 
faculties, fine facilities, great traditions 
and prestige. Many of the northern 
seminaries are ahcaa~of even the two 
accredited Negro seminaries in these 
particulars. Moreover, the northern 
seminaries are able to provide more 
scholarship aid and remunerative em­
ployment than the Negro seminaries. 
Many of them have the advantage of 
being located in or near large northern 
cities. In these cities t^tre arc large 
Negro churches which provide experi­
ence opportunities and remuneration 
for Negro scminarV students.

The result of these advantages is the 
fact that the northern seminary pulls 
away from the Negro seminary almost 
all of the best prospects. The Negro 
seminary must- generally admit second 

class students, many of whom sought 
to enter northern seminaries but could 
n0( because of mediocre scholarship.

Academic Hrohlem-.
Mediocre Scholarship

All educators know that students 
make schools as well as faculty. If an 
institution has a mediocre group of 
students, the academic quality and pace 
of the institution arc lowered and 
slowed, no matter how fine the faculty 
is. Teachers simply have to teach the 
Students who are in front of them, not 
some imaginary group. If* the student 
body is largely mediocre the faculty 
must gear their course content to the 
backgrounds, understanding capacity, 
and learning tempo of mediocrity. The 
scholarship in Negro seminaries is there­
fore generally of a mediocre calibre, for, 
as observed above, the northern semi­
naries leave them with mediocre stu­
dents. -V

Religion is peculiar among all the 
fields in that it is both an experience 
and a body of knowledge in a manner 
that other fields are not. This peculiarity 
creates misunderstanding in many peo­
ple. Of course the seminary student 
must have religion, that is. piety. But 
many substitute piety for scholarship.

third factor which limits the aca­
demic strength of the Negro seminary 
is the unwillingness to work of some 
students on the ground that the people 
do not demand substance in their ser­
mons. Such students insist that there 
is no reason why they should study 
hard and seek to enrich the content of. 
their messages so long as the people 
only want sound without substance. 
Thcv assert that a preacher cannot suc­
ceed unless he gives the people what 
they want.

This state of affairs creates another 
problem for the academic program of 
the seminary. It causes many students, 
who have already begun preaching be­
fore entering the seminary, to bring the 
attitudes and practices oRthc commu­
nity into the seminary instead of carry­
ing the attitudes and practices of the 
seminary into the community. Students 
of this type refuse to learn many things 
because'’they already "know what will 
work and what one ought to tell the 
people."

TENTS
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All seminaries have to grapple, in one 
way or the other, with the problem of 
the in-service-preacher student. Some 
seminaries require that they take lighter 
loads and remain longer in the seminary 
to protect the quality of their work. 
No Negro seminaries follow this pro­
cedure; but all ought to, considering 
the heavy demands of the Ncgry parish 
on the preacher’s time and the other 
factors, noted above, which may inter­
fere with scholarship.

Some in-service-preachers impose an 
additional handicap on their scholarship 
by their lack of integrity. That is, some 
of them come to the seminary with a 
"preacher complex"—that attitude that 
something ought to be given to them 
since they arc the Lord’s workers. They 
therefore expect to pass courses without 
actually doing the work.

The Problem of Program 
A nd Staff

The program of the Negro seminary 
is generally too extensive.. The average 
Negro theological school attempts to 
conduct its work on three levels—the 
seminary level, the college level, and 
the extension or institute level. In addi­
tion to teaching religion on these three 
levels, the seminary faculty may also 
have charge of the college philosophy 
or teach courses in other areas of the 
college curriculum.

The Outlook
If present policies in Negro ministerial 

education and allThc factors which bear 
upon it are continued, organized re­
ligion will lag more and more behind 
other phases of culture and will per­
meate them with religious idealism less 
and less.

At present the state of the Negro 
church and its ministry is reflected in 
the shift of Negro intelligcntia from 
Baptist and Methodist churches, in 
which they were reared, to Episcopalian,

C«x-

Dr. George D. Kelsey

Outstanding Negro Educator

Congregational, Presbyterian and Catho­
lic churches. There is also a shift from 
the smaller "common” churches to the 
larger, semi-sophisticated Baptist and 
Methodist churches, thus leaving the 
majority of churches to ignorant preachj 
ers and laymen. fl

From now on the Negro preacl^| 
must be prepared to present the Chris­
tian message in a world of conflicting 
philosophies. To do this he must be 
acquainted with these philosophies. 
Negro churches must project a program 
that is spiritually, morally, and socially 
uplifting.
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Neighborhood Ministry
Continue} from Page I)

This is under the direction of Union 
Avenue Baptist Church. I have th? 
privilege of being the teacher of this 
class. Through this class, Catholics, 
Jews, foreign-born, soldiers, sailors, the 
down-and-outs, and the up-and-outs 
have been won to Christ. Each Tuesday 
night the class meets in the "Upper 
Room” (a chapel in connection with 
the Associational headquarters) for 
prayer, Bible study and reports.

Friends of Israel Groups
Two splendid young people, Rev. and 

Mrs. Frank Halbcck, came to us this 
ywt _to, assist in forming "Friends of 
Israel” groups in each Baptist church. 
Similar groups will be formed to work 
with people of other nationalities. In 
this way jve hope to reach many of the 
unsaved among the 45 nationalities 
represented in our neighborhood.

Missions—Chapels— 
Branches of Churches

Our neighborhood is growing and is 
new subdivisions are opened we try to 
minister to these new friends by estab­
lishing chapels, missions or branches. 
This means new Sunday schools, Train­
ing Unions, Woman's Missionary Socie­
ties, Brotherhoods and Vacation Bible 
Schools. Perhaps this is the best way to 
minister to our neighborhood.

I Visitation and the Home
. This is a neighborhood ministry in 

which all may have a part. All cannot 
preach, teach, preside or sing, but all 
can assist with the Home Fellowship 
Ministry, and this is one of the most 
fruitful services. Visiting for Jesus! 
What a privilege and honor!

By this ministry your writer has won 
a Jew, a Catholic, a murderer, a dope

Cumberland College 
WILLIAMSBURG, KENTUCKY

Announces the opening of its 60th session 
September 2, 1948

Cumberland is a fully accredited junior college and offers work in the fol­
lowing fields: Pre-medical, prc-denlistry. preengineering, prelaw, pre­
business administration, pre-missionary, pre-ministry. pre laboratory tech­
nician, and pre-nursing.

fotal cost for the school year of nine months is approximately $360.00 
pel student, not including books.

J. M. Boswell, President WILLIAMSBURG. KENTUCKY

Panama Women Send 
Mission Offering 
By Mrs. Paul C. Bell

Missionary to the Canal Tmuc

Women of the Calvary Baptist 
Church (Negro) of Panama City, 
Panama, were thrilled when they were 
able to send to the Home Mission' Board 
a check for $50.00 as their Annie Arm­
strong offering.

Weeks before the time for the ob­
servance of the March Week of Prayer, 
these women started reading the pro­
gram material and one whole afternoon 
was devoted to the planning of a pro­
gram for each night of the week.

The music for the programs was se­
lected, the prayers for different objects 
assigned to those who were to lead them, 
the responsive readings and devotionals 
were assigned along with all talks to 
be given. The Southwide goal of $800,- 
000 was announced.

The women had a marvelous spirit 
and did a perfectly wonderful job and 
when the week-came to an end they 
were reluctant to close such a wonder­
ful week of prayer.

Hom? happy they were when all en­
velopes were opened and they found 
their offering to be $50.00.

The women of this Society are be­
coming more and more interested in 
missions as they become more informed. 
Some in this group now take Southern 
Baptist Home The Commis­
sion, and Royal Seri ice. They wanted to 
know if there were not other magazines 
they could take so they could learn 
more!

peddler, a drunkard, a would-be suicide, 
parents, children; homes have been re­
stored; wasted lives reclaimed; and 
Christ has been glorified. Neighborhood 
ministry? May we thank God for it and 
then go out and do more about it!

Challenge of the West
■

Continued from Page I f

Also, there is a super-abundance of 
sin in this pioneer field, so that would- 
be religious leaders seeking to cover their 
sins father than to repent of them are 

_ not needed for this field.
Many who in years gone by have 

made a profession of faith in Christ, 
but h^vc been inactive in His service 
*° long that they, couples! with the 
mtHwKSslcs of those with no religious 

training and who are interested only in 
worldly amusements and financial gain, 
have made this field so difficult that 
only those of tremendous faith need 
apply.

The church buildings arc so inade­
quate, the church members so few in 
number, and their finances so limited, 
that in order to secure themeeded facili­
ties all* must work—yes, physically, too 
—if proper progress is to be made. 
Would-be leaders who maintain that 
"born-tired" feeling and who desire 
to keep soft white hands seem not to 
thrive in this section of the Master’s 
vineyard.

No man can tell another of the needs 
of this western counti< Why do not 
pastors and churches co-operate in a 
mission program that includes these 
churches by providing supplies and 
transportation for their pastors to con­
duct revival meetings in this needy field? 
This would enable them to see for them­
selves, and at the same time do much 
to help meet the challenge of this 
gigantic task of home.missions.

It would also help to solve the foreign 
mission problem if. during their visit 
among us, they were to win to Christ 
some of the many nationals visiting on 
our west coast.

Help to answer the xhallengc of the 
West to Southern Baptists!

Jdome -Mission. Program 
3d cdcclaimed

Contention-S°* through the yean 
have come to expect as their rightful 
portion great hours on the nights de­
voted to the Foreign Board and the 
Home Mission Board. They were not 
disappointed in either instance this year.

Dr. J. B. Lawrence, Secretary, re­
ported that missionaries of the Home 
Board had 24,221 conversions as a re­
mit of their labors, and 52,451 Bibles 
were distributed by them. The circuit* 
tion of Southern Baptist Home Missions 
reached a peak of 119,200.

Seated on the platform were the mis­
sionaries'and workers of the Board, in­
cluding a colorful group of Indians— 
two of whom sang beautiful solos.

Courts Redford, associate secretary, 
presented the missionaries. Amelia Rap- 
pold, a girl of New Orleans, brought 
tears to the eyes of the audience as she 
told what the Goodwill Center there 
had meant to her. Reared in a Roman 
Catholic home, she went as a little girl 
to the Center "for cookies and to learn 
how to sew,” though her parents op­
posed her. She had meant to be a nun, 
but she was converted, and now is 
working at the Center.

A Seminole Indian, Stanley Smith, 
told of the wonderful workings of God 
among his people. George Wilson, in 
full regalia of an Indian chief, and who 
renounced the promise of an operatic 
career to go into religious work, sang. 
Paul Bell, Jr., son of a missionary, now 
a student at Baylor, told of what he 
had seen Christ do in Cuba, and Jose 
Sanchez bore the same witness to what 
he had seen in Cuba.

Christian Education at 
Its Best

• Christian education through 
two years of college

• Christian education in high 
school for adults

• Christian education for 
Christian leadership

• Christian education for rural 
church leadership

• Christian education that is 
Christian

For information writes 
W. El Greene, ThDn President 

HARUE MEMORIAL COLLEGE 
■EWTBI. lltWWFI

William Tapscott, Negro director of 
the Home Mission Board’s Center in 
Baltimore declared "Christ is our 
answer, too." How to win Japan 
through Home Missions was described 
by Ray Hoshizaki, student in Louis­
ville Seminary, who hopes to return to 
Japan next year, who appeared with 
his pretty little wife, "a little nervous 
because I’ve just got married!"

Carlos Paredes sang a solo and Miss 
Vena Aguillard described the work

Offen special advantages for 

ad?

1 Ideal for RELIGIOUS EDUCA-

TION because the machine is so ample, even a child can

operate it... and because it is light and easily portable . . . 

has more accessible, simplified mechanism for easy main­

tenance . . . priced within limits of church budget. 

2 Ideal to provide BACKGROUND FOR WORSHIP . . . 
has fine, powerful tone and Urge. *"”«•. theatre- 

quality. The eefy I" pan. speaker and 5-watt 

amplifier at this price. Lamp she up to 1.000 
watts. 2,000 ft. film capacity. Underwriters' f/ 

Laboratory approved. 3 Ideal for CROUP AC- 

TIVITY. because it is precision-engineered 

hr heavy duty use. 4 Ideal for PROMO- 

TIONAL WORK, because of great versatH- Ij j| 
rty. Silent or sound. AC or 

DC without convertors.

Booster amplifier available -■ 

for extra-large gatherings. 

P.A. microphone, record .. 

turntable can be plugged 

in simultaneously.

NAME.

address.

CITY.

among the French in South Louisiana.
A packed auditorium remained for a 

full hour more to hear the silver- 
tongued orator and the newly-elected 
president of the Convention, Dr. R. G. 
Lee, pastor of the Bellevue Church, 
Memphis, deliver a typical Lee sermon 
on "Christ is the Answer." He is the 
answer to the liberalism of this day, 
to all the sorrows of humanity, the 
answer to the dangers to our national 
life, to the inward decays of national 
life, declared Dr. Lee in apt phraseology, 
in sustained flights of oratory, and in 
passionate appeal for a new dedication 
of devotion and loyalty to Jesus Christ.

—Florida Baptist Witness.

Dept. 8BHMS 
NATCO, INC.
505 N. SACRAMENTO BLVD., 
CHICAG012, HL
Gentlemen: Please send mo 
Information and descriptive 
literature without charge or 
obligation.
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.Minion* and
Vacation dSible School

"My car traveled 100 miles a day,” 

wrote Rev. Victor Kaneubbe of Shaw­

nee, Oklahoma, in reporting the Vaca­

tion Bible School for Indiana which 

he helped conduct at Salitiska' Baptist 

Church near there.

He, with the pastor, Rev. Ward 
Coachman, and six other workers, all 
Indians, were able to enroll 40 Indian 

boys and girls and one white child in 
this, the second Vacation Bible School 
the church has had. There was an 

average attendance of 53.
"We went as far as. seven miles to 

pick up six children of a family of 
ten who lived in a two-room house.

"Otir night attendance doubled last 
year’s. We had 75 present for the com­

mencement program and a mission offer­
ing of $10.57,” Brother Kaneubbe said.

Home Board missionaries are using the 
Vacation Bible School during these sum­
mer months as a means of winning their, 
way into the hearts of many communities.

Children are won to Christ and par­

ents are interested in the church through 
these Vacation Bible Schools often held 

in communities where there are no
Two Indian children 

Bible

Vacation B.ble School at the Salitirka Baptiit Church 
Rev. Ward Coachman, part or. Family of ten live in thii two-room home. Children 

attended Vacation Bible School.
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