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IS IT SO?
By J B Lawrence

The high spiritual peak reached last 
year during Home Mission Week at 
Ridgecrest, is expected to be surpassed 
this year at the conference, June 1 
through 7.

One of the main features will be con­
ferences on evangelism, including dis­
cussions on mass evangelism, personal 
evangelism, how to solve the problem 
of churches reporting no baptisms, and 
the evangelistic crusades to be held west 
of the Mississippi in 1950 and east in 
1951.

Always a highlight are the personal 
testimonies by the missionaries. This 
year various fields of work will be repre­
sented by such outstanding personalities 
as the following:

Dr. Frank Belvin. missionary to the 
Indians in Oklahoma; Rev. Miguel A. 
Lopez, missionary-pastor to the Spanish­
speaking people in New Mexico, and 
also president of the Mexican Baptist 
Convention of that state.

Miss Mary Hines, from Rachel Sims 
Mission in New Orleans, will tell of 
work among the underprivileged groups, 
and Rev. Alex Pasetti will tell of work 
among the Italians in West Tampa. 
Florida. Rev. George M. Fujita, who 
has recently opened Southern Baptist's 
first work among the Japanese in the 
United States, will tell of the progress 
being made with that race in California.

Conferences on city missions, rural 
church program, schools of missions, 
and good will center work, will also be 
held.

Dr. R. G. Lee and Dr. W. A. Criswell, 
both of whom brought outstanding in­
spirational messages at the conference 
last year, have been secured to bring the 
evangelistic messages this year.
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EDUCATION DIRECTORY
HARGRAVE Military Academy 

"MAKING MEN—NOT MONEY"
A prepat alwry m'IiooI for boy* Accredited. 

Ideal location. High academic standards main 
tamed by experienced master* Wholesome 
Christian Influence "The Best at a Reasonable 
l ost ' Separate Innior S< honl For information 
address Col. \ II CAMDEN. President

Hargrave Military Academy
Chatham. \'a

NORMAN JUNIOR COLLEGE
NORMAN PARK. GA.

A Baptist College Training Youth 
for Christian Service.

MERCER UNIVERSITY
MACON, GA

A fully accredited liberal arts college and 
school of law, conferring the A H . B.S , LLB.. 
and M .Ed degrees. Coeducational; church 
related; student guidance. Democratic, in 
formal atmosphere. Balanced program and cur­
ricula. emphasizing physical, intellectual, so­
cial, and spiritual growth.

SPRIGIIT DOW ELL. President

CUMBERLAND COLLEGE

MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR

GEORGETOWN COLLEGE
GEORGETOWN, KENTUCKY

Founded i8ao—Senior College—Coeduca­
tional; strong faculty—Fully accredited, in the 
heart of the Blue Grass. Music, art, speech, 
dramatics, teacher training, commercial, home 
economics, physical education, liberal arts, pre 
professional courses Intercollegiate athletics 
Enrollment last year 95a

SAM S. HILL. President

WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE

Walter Pope Binns. President

Highest Academic Rating—Friendly. Christian 
Atmosphere—Co educational—Four years Lib 
eral Arts—A.B degree

LIBERTY. MOPoundrd 1849

js it so?” a friend asked me the other day. “Has the 
Henne Mission Board a whole lot of money tucked away 
(hat it could be using in its mission work?"

No. it is not so." we replied. “Why do you ask?”
I have heard." said he. “that the Home Mission Board 

has plenty of money that it is not using in its mission 
work, and I want to know for sure if it is so.”

We can tell you for sure, it is not so." we answered. 
We arc using all the money we have—and we say em­

phatically. all wr have—for the specific purpose for which 
it was given. Every dollar we have and every dollar we 
shall receive in 1949 is specifically allocated and will be 
used for the purposes for which it is designated

We have money, but all the money we have is desig­
nated for specific purposes and can be used only for the 
purpose for which it is designated It is the policy, pur 
pose, and practice of the Home Mission Board to hold as 
a trust every dollar received and to use it only for the 
purpose for which it was given. We have never varied 
from that practice in a single instance, as our records 
u ill show

Not only so. but every check drawn for any purpose 
has behind it the authorization of the Board by a resolu­
tion passed either by the Board or by the executive com­
mittee of the Board. The certified accountants who audit 
the btxiks of the Board every year read all the minutes of 
til the meetings of the Board and of the executive com­
mittee. They check every financial transaction against the 
actions of the Board of the executive committee to be 
assured that there is proper authority for every check 
drawn and the proper administration of every designated 
fund.

We have money on hand, but it is money specifically 
allocated and held in trust for the objects for which it is 
allocated. We have $800,000 'set up as an emergency 
fund, which is $500,000 short of the amount recom­
mended by the Convention All the Convention agencies 
were instructed to set up adequate reserves against any 
contingency that might arise due to economic conditions, 
fhis fund is to prevent a debt in case there should be a 
<lepression and receipts fall off.

Wc have the biulding loan fund, which is a trust set up 
under the laws of the State of Georgia and can be used 
only in making Ioans to churches

We have the Annie Armstrong offering made by the 
Woman’s Missionary Union in March of each year. All o 
this offering is definitely designated. The money is re­

ceived in March. April, and May, but the designations 
made for missionaries' salaries and buildings extend 
through the twelve months, from June to June. We neces­
sarily would have a large part of this offering on hand 
immediately after the money comes in, but it is all specifi­
cally designated, and is so used.

We have permanent trust funds. This is money given 
in trust to be invested and only the income used. This 
fund and all amounts received for this purpose are im­
mediate!) invested in the highest grade securities.

We have the income from the Bottoms Trust. This is 
specifically designated as to its use by the trust indenture. 
This income usually is received in February each year and 
is used during the year for the objects designated in the 
trust.

We have the general fund. This is the money coming 
from the Cooperative Program and from undesignated 
gifts This money is received monthly and is used in the 
current operating budget of the Board. The amount com­
ma to the Home Mission Board from the first four million 
dollars received from the Cooperative Program is the cur­
rent operating fund of the Board. The amount coming to 
the Home Mission Board from the receipts of the Co­
operative Program above four million dollars is for capital 
needs All of this money is allocated for 1949, and that, 
together with the amount designated from the Annie Arm­
strong offering, constitutes the operating budget of the 
Home Mission Board for 1949, and it will take every 
dollar of it to meet the mission program pf the Board as 
now projected. 4

In the above we have given an accurate statement of the 
finances of the Board. We do not have any money “tucked 
awa>” that is not allocated. The annual operating budget 
of the Board for 1949 will absorb every dollar that we 
receive and we will be fortunate indeed if we can operate 
on the amount received without dipping into the capital 
needs fund, which the Convention voted we might do if 
necessary.
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A Hard Job
But Worth It

By Christine Garnett

(Missionary at Consolacion del Sur. Cuba, 
who was asked to supervise the construc­
tion of the new church building at Palacios. 
Cuba.)

FOR weeks 1 literally lived on the bus. 
getting prices on materials, consult­

ing masons and carpenters, but at last 
we were ready for the beginning. I fear 
that had 1 known all that was beyond 
that beginning I would not have had the 
courage to undertake the directing of 
the work.

Palacios is an hour and a half away 
from my home, a small junction where 
I waited long hours, hoping that the 
little country bus (and no busses in the 
world could be like these) would come 
finally, wishing for even a stone on 
which to sit and rest a sometimes too 
tired body.

It has been hard at times to negotiate 
with grasping workmen who have in 
mind only the profit

There have been times when impor­
tant decisions had to be made, such as 
when the workmen were asking for 
more money. I wrote Superintendent

New church at Palacios. Cuba, dedicated December Id. Congregation moved 
from dingy, rented house, to this worthy place of worship

Herbert Caudill, asking whether we 
must stop the work. His reply was. "No 
money, but continue work "

One day the mason surprised me with 
a tale of extra money for the “second 
floor At last I caught the idea, it was 
the pulpit Then came the mystery of 
the ' ministry'' which proved to be the 
baptistry But that gave me an idea 1 
invited all the workmen to the Thursday 
night service and promised to talk on 
baptism They came, ten of them, and 
their husks voices for the first time try 
mg to sing a chorus about Jesus, greatly 
moved me.

So thus, as in this case. I have been 
able to turn hindrances into ways of 
reaching the people

Building a church in Cuba has meant 
many, many days with a combined 
breakfast, dinner, and supper at seven 
in the evening, but perhaps that is well 
for an "overstout old lady " It has

Al dedication of new church, Palacios. Superintendent 
Herbert Caudill speaking. Others on platform include Miss 
Christine Garnett, mavor of the city, and Rev. Luis M 

Gonzalez, preacher of dedicatory sermon

meant, too. many opportunities for ex­
plaining our Lord and His precepts to 
men. women, and children, wmc of 
whom came pecking into the windows, 
afraid to enter, amazed at a church 
without the Catholic splendor, and the 
numerous saints These were opportu­
nities that some day God will turn into 
souls for His kingdom.

finally. after many months of hard 
labor, the building is completed, the 
church which had its beginning in the 
dreams of twelve Baptists in the small 
interior town of Palacios Prayer sacri­
ficial giving and a burning consciousness 
of the need, together with the Home 
Mission Board's $3,500 contribution, 
helped them erect a veritable palace in 
this town called "The Palaces ”

f illed to overflowing on the dedica 
tion night. December 14. the church 
started what is hoped will be a glorious 
work rhus our great work in ( uba 
moves on

came out

made the change 
cd of its truth."

bht Marfa 2:7J—

Matthews

Hf was a native of Scotland, having 
a doctorale in philosophy. He was 

also a former Protestant. He came to 
the first meeting of the pastor's confer 
cncc although he did not participate in 
the discussions In the after meetings he 
was cordial, confident and cocky! I 
wanted to know him better, and watched 
lor m\ opportunity.

•V we left the church I caught step 
with him. and. at my suggestion, we 
a .-nt a halt block to his home I his was 
'he moment for which I had waited

1 notice that vou arc at all our meet­
ings I said, wondering how he'd reply

I hat is unusual for a Catholic priest. 
|s|l t it

Well, ves That is. I suppose it seems 
so to sou. he rejoined

A our predecessor in this parish 
never came." 1 quickly answered "In 
I act he was aloof and unfriendly You. 
on the other hand, are democratic and 
approachable I've never met a priest 
quite like vou He was. naturally 
pleased by the compliment

Perhaps." he said, "that is traceable 
ms Protestant background I became 

। < athohe m ms late teens, having been
Ptesbvterian before that
\\ hv did sou become a Catholic1

Mv pastor made some dogmatic 
statements in a sermon about the evils 
ol ( atholicism. and. contrary to what he 
issumed would be the effect of his al­
ias k. I became very anxious to know the 

■ k.iI priest I Itimately I became a Cath­
olic and a priest.

Do sou really believe that the Cath- 
" K Church is the church Christ estab­
lished’" I pressed him.

I mphatically." he snapped "More 
than that. I believe it is the only legiti­
mate channel of God's grace to man. 
AH non-Cathohc sects arc hybrids, and 
phi offs from Catholicism which, some 

das will come back into the fold."
A ou are a Catholic, aren't you?" I 

smilingly said "That's the same idea 
they all have, apparently, but 1 won 

dcred if yo 
of Protests

"I would 
had I not be 
he said with Anility.

"Then you 
olic groups’" I

"Opposed in 'Mb 
they are in error ’ll

jed to non-Cath- 
k asked
Asc that 1 think

in this city became
a Catholic." he said with a challenge in 
his voice

"Bv fair means or foul'1" I shot back
"Bs every means within the law," he 

retorted
I'hat last remark reminded me of 

Protestant press reports I had seen which 
described the pressure Catholics exert 
upon non-< athohes in other countries 
So I said, ' ( athohes are not always too 
careful to restrict their persuasive meas­
ures to those within the law' "

Immediately he bristled, and demand­
ed. "Just what do you mean by that 
statement

"Oh. a little matter of making it dif­
ficult. il not impossible, lor Protestant 
missionaries to enter South America." I 
said nonchalantly

I Can anv man act lor God in lor | 
• giving sms' Are Baptists right | 
• in trying to evangelize Catholics' | 
* A Baptist pastor relates here a I 
| true conversation on these and । 
• similar questions. I he name of the ! 
» priest is. of course, fictitious j

"Why should they be admitted there? 
( athohes were there first, long before 
Protestants ever got the idea, he cut­
tingly said.

"Why shouldn't they be admitted’" I 
insisted "They enter other areas around 
the world and are welcomed Besides, I 
can't forget that Protestants colonized 
these United States first, too. but Cath 
ohes are welcomed, nevertheless."

Ignoring my last statement, he said, 
"If there is anything that arouses my 
resentment, it is the stubbornness of 
Protestants in persisting to send their 
missionaries to countries where the peo­
ple are. and always have been. Catho­
lics." Shifting himself in the chair, he 
continued, "Certainly the Catholic 
church prevents their entry whenever 
possible One would think that Protcst- 
ants consider South Americans and 
Mexicans to be barbarians. They are 
Catholics!"

At this statement, I felt my own calm 
subsiding, as I rose to the challenge.

"Do you mean to tell me that all 
people in so-called ‘Catholic’ countries 
should be left alone by Protestants, un­
der the pretext that they are already 
Christians?" I asked in evident amaze­
ment

" I hat is exactly what I mean.” he said 
with obvious feeling

I have no fight to make with Cath­
olics because their beliefs differ from 
mine." I said. “but. I do resent the per­
secution and intimidation the Catholic 
hierarchy imposes upon people who hold 
religious convictions different from 
theirs I don't even mind an occasional 
argument, although it seldom accom­
plishes anything but to sojjdity preju­
dices But when church propertV'.k de­
stroyed. ministers attacked, worshippers 
threatened, and religious services inter­
rupted all in the name of one religious 
point of view, that is intolerable."

Where are these conditions you de­
scribe’" he asked in faked innocence.

In varying degrees in practically ev­
ery country where Catholics are in the 
majority." I replied "It is worse in some 
areas than in others, of course, but it is 
despicably true in Central and South 
America. Mexico. Spain, and Italy, to 
mention only a few countries. We have 
plentiful case histories of such unlawful 
usurpation of authority by Catholics 
even where the civil laws provide equal­
ity of religions."

Continued on Page IS
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Preparation and Perpetuation
By Nancy Cooper

SPEAKS A JOYOUS MESSAGE OR 

A REVERENT BENEDICTION 

Day or Night

| Miss Nancy Cooper, who served 
| for two years as field representa- 
* live for the Home Mission Board 
i and has recently been elected Ex- 
' ecutive Secretary-Treasurer of the 
I Woman’s Missionary Union of 
I Arkansas, in this article expresses 
| her gratitude for the information 
। and inspiration which she gained 
। while an employee of the Board.

This experience was a strong chain 
’ in the events in her life which have 
I given her an enlarged vision of the 
I mission task of Southern Baptists 
I

• The finest roll player 
made. Not a phonograph 
or wire-recording device, 
but the latest instrument 
to play an actual set of 
CARILLONIC BELLS 
Its endless rolls offer you 
hand-played arrangements 
punched on durable plastic 

> by renowned bell artists. 
May be operated by auto­
matic program clock at 
any pre-set time desired 
Plays up to 30 minutes 
and turns off automati­
cally. Priced to suit any 
church budget.

Reflections on contributing fac­
tors to preparation for the task of 

working in my native state, Arkansas, 
as Executive Secretary-Treasurer of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, lead me to 
recognize many steps of "progressive 
education."

Coming along before "baby sitters" 
were in vogue. I accompanied my 
mother to meetings of the 1 adies’ Aid 
Society. Then there were Sunbeam 
Band days when, for the first time, there 
came a realization of a Holy plan for 
the wholly consecrated giver and gift 
Silent years of missionary instruction 
preceded the dawn of an era of fellow­
ship and training in Young Woman’s 
Auxiliary. Woman’s Missionary Society. 
Woman’s Missionary Union Training

School, "the school of experience,' lead­
ing to that crowning opportunity to 
serve as field representative for the 
Home Mission Boa^l

After observation of some of the work 
being done by our denomination through 
the Home Mission Board, I longed to 
make the clarion call to Southern Bap-

Miss Nancy Cooper. Executive Secre­
tary-Treasurer of Woman's Missionary 

Union of Arkansas

fists, "Behold America.” As contacts 
were made with Spirit-filled men and 
women serving out “yonder" bevond 
racial, language, geographical. social, 
economic barriers, representing a great 
Southern Baptist constituency number­
ing more than six million, an enlarged 
desire seized my heart and found ex­
pression in "Possess the land Amer 
ica " Mission fields became realities

Continued on Pa%c I X

••The XX orl<l*N Mom Iteloved Painting**

For details write to —

SOI IHERN BAPTIST HOMI MISSIONS

achicomcnts 

©bjcctitJM 
By COURTS REDFORD

The Lord has wonderfully blessed the Home 
Mission Board during the six years from 1942 
through 1948.

THE last of the burdensome debt was paid on 
May 12, 1943. Thus one of the shackles which had 
bound the Board was loosened and opportunities 
for service were released.

DURING this period the number of active 
missionaries, exclusive of student summer work- 
'ers.Tias increased from 435 to 740. The total num­
ber of baptisms reported has increased from 15,928 
to approximately 34,(XX).

MUCH of the vital growth has been in the 
types of services rendered and fields occupied. 
Some of this can best be appreciated by a study 
of the departmental achievements as set forth 
herein.

SOUTHERN Baptists should thank God for 
these marvelous victories and consider prayer­
fully the home mission opportunities and objec­
tives as they face the future. The departmental 
objectives are set forth on the following pages.
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Arhie<:W>l< ( 1942-1948)

Objectives (1949-1954)
Annom. 26 worker, to fill encode. .nd «' 
.mong H..00.000 people <" >•"•««' g'o“'” 
-SA 000 Annual operation. S454.XM).

Objectives (1949-1954)
Twenty-three workers added for vacancies and for new 
fields. Capital needs, J429.OOO, Annual operation, J14H.44

\,h,elements (1942-1948)

CHILD PLACEMENT BUREAU

Objectives ( 1949-1954)
Render largest possible service to the friendless and unfor­
tunate and help to find desirable homes for the children rn 
... rhe unmarried mother. Iwpit.l need,. St 10.000. Annul)

to enter new fields 
Capital needs, $1.-

MISSION C £ n I ER S
Achievements ( 19-12-1948)

Objectives ( 1949-1954)

JI 25.000 Annual operation, »•>.. Ml



Achievements (1942-1948)

Enlarge
Baptist student union work. Increase number of extension 
classes and institutes. Annual operation, $150,000.

Objectives (1949-1954)
Open Negro centers in at least five additional cities.

Teacher miuionaries
Enrollment in institutes 
Negro centers in cities 
In addition, the following phases of work hare been started: 

Baptist student unions in Negro colleges;
Negro participation in summer mission program;
College extension classes;
Scholarships for Negro students;
Full-time Secretary of Negro work has been added.

Dr. S. E^Grtntleed, B.S.U. Secrettry, miuiontry. 
Home Minion Boerd. foe Williami, president ne 
tionel B.S.U. (Negro) A & I College, Ntibiille._^^^^

DEAF

MI6RAHT

Achievements (1942-1948)
Workers increased from 4 to 6 
in this work during summer. I

Began using students

No work in 1942. Now have two mobile units with 
4 missionaries to serve 1,000,000 agricultural workers.

CHAPLAINS
During the war there were 1,2 54 Southern Baptist 
chaplains in service. They reported 291,9)2 profes­
sions of faith. There is now a full-time director and 
221 Southern Baptist chaplains on duty.

JEWS
Efforts are being made to reach the Jews through the 
Friends of Israel clubs, persona) visitation, special ser­
vices, and attractive literature.

ALASKA

CHUCK 
BBILBIHB

Objectives (1949-1954)
Minimum of 10 workers. Services for deaf in 
all large cities. Annual operation, $17,520.

One additional mobile unit with two workers. 
Improve equipment. Capital needs, $25,000. 
Annual operation, $50,000.

Secure better understanding and appreciation 
of the ministry of Baptist chaplain*, and better 
integrate this service in our denominational 
program. Annual operation, $10,000.

To better correlate work of all interested 
group* and secure necessary personnel to make 
the program effective. Annual operation, $15,- 
000.

On January 1, 1949, the Board started a mission program for Alaska in co-operation with the 
Alaska Baptist Convention. A minimum of five missionary couples is needed for this field. 
Only two are now being supported.

Through the Extension Revolving Loan Fund and the Church Building and Loan Fund approx­
imately $1,800,000 has been made available to help churches to construct new buildings or im­
prove present properties. More funds are badly needed.

------  awwiwii ii

co-6perative missions

Achievements (1942-1948)
1942 !♦<«

City mission programs 4
Monon it it mm 71

During these yean )7 5 new churches were organized. »12.))’ 
million services were conducted, and 77.994 profession, of faith reported.

Objectives (1949-1954)
More attention to Baptist growth in large cities. Field workers to 
assist in small cities and large town*. Assistance in<™"!®rcnce' 
and in production of literature. Annual operation, Soo.OUU-

Achievements
Because of the peculiar needs, the work in California. New Mexico, and 
Arizona n separated from the rural and city departments. In 1942 no 
general co-operative work was promoted in this territory. Now 27 wor

1944

Number of churches 76
Total membership 5,049
Gifts for missions *• •
Number of conversions 6,9

Objectives
Cooperate in serving unreached fields, constructing church 
Building*, reaching multitudes of migrants and foreign groups.

Achievements
No mountain missions in 1942. Now a full time worker surveying these 
held' and co-oprrating with rural agencies in developing c urc es in 
mountain areas.

Achievements (1942-1948)
No rural work in 1942. Assisted in the support of 90 workersin 15 Kates 
,n 1941. Since program wa. started in 1945 there have been 112 new 
churches org.n.ied, 222 churches revived, and 2«f new missions established.

Objectives (1949-1954)
A rur.1 program in every Mere. EncourwJ rur.1
Baptist tthoolt and rhe product.on of needed
...!«.»« ro destitute rural ..CM. Annua! operation, $84,000.
For building* in needy fields, $250,000.

for a J-year period is encouraging: »
Percentage gain 

154% 
260% 
417% 
551%

and eneouraipua ^ureho .nd .non. m Wwl*j 

mission fields. Minimum of 0 <1 000 000
Operation, $100,000. Church Bu.ld.ng Fund, S1.000.0UU.

Objectives .
Co-operate with th. b, w™ in



EVANGELISM
B*rr among those attmJing a Coatrutioii-niJr evangelism coafrrtnte 

in December, 1941.

Objectives

7^
IS LARGER THAR EVER BEFORE

Figures compare Convention territory in 1925 with 1948.

Achievements
No department in 1942. Three workers serving in 1948. Evangelistic 
conference in 18 states. Nineteen states represented at Convention-wide 
conference of state secretaries of evangelism. Workers personally directed 
15 simultaneous crusades resulting in 10,548 additions to the churches.

STHMNT SUMER
Achievements
In 1942 five students participated; in 1948 there were 286 of 8 nation­
alities who reported 5,728 conversions. Many missionaries have already 
been found and tested for mission service.

Objectives
Help missionary volunteers to discover their aptitudes and in­
terests; find and test missionary personnel; reinforce our mis­
sionaries on the field at the time when help is most needed; 
use 300 students in mission service annually. Budget needed.

Assemblies at Ridgecrest and in the West, and 
specialized conferences for rural workers, city 
superintendents, Negro leaders, evangelistic 
workers, goodwill center directors, language 
groups, and others, have been most helpful.

A state secretary of evangelism in every state; simultaneous re­
vivals in all Baptist churches west of the Mississippi River in 
1950; simultaneous revivals in all Baptist churches east of the 
Mississippi River in 1951; an evangelistic program for youth; 
wide distribution of promotional book entitled Our Souther* 
Baptist Program of Evangelism. Annual operation, 135,000.

OTHER , 
rfe&ieuent&ite

1925 73%

Radio messages over 70 atations in It (tales, 
Alaska, and Cuba, using English, French, and 
Spanish languages.

Education has increased mission interest. 8,500.- 
000 copies of Southern Baptist Home Mhsious 
have been circulated, and 5 57,912 books have 
been distributed since 1942. >—

Schools of Missions have had an aggregate at­
tendance of 5,000,000 in 5 years. The depart -

1948

1925
Lach figure represents 500,000 of LANGUAGE GROUPS

100%increase

1948 ttttttttfittttttt
Each figure represents 4 millions. The preen figures rePresent the ^PULATION 
NOT WITHIN REACH OF A BAPTIST CHURCH THAT CAN SERVE THEM.

Scholarships have been provided annually for 
approximately 5 0 students from minority groups.

1948
27% with ho Baptist church privileges



THE HOME MISSION BOARD IS MINISTERING TO MOIE 
THAR EVER BEFORE

WHO FORGIVES SINS?
Continued from Page 5

“Protestant** record of persecution is 

There tn oow 74d mistiootries sernog tmaog 73000,000 people io the Cooeto- 
liot territory, io Cube, Ptotote, ibt Ctotl Zooe, tod AUlkt.

just as black," he dodged.
•Not in the modem area, and, fur­

15,000,000 of these people are unchurched

thermore, you can’t cite an authentic 
case of Baptists ever having taken such 
an attitude^ I said a calm voice, 
made strong by an unchallenged record 
of Baptist insistence on religious free­
dom.

“We Catholics will co-operate with 
non-Catholics in every civic cause, but 
wc will not budge from our position 
about the church," he explained, “and 
you arc wasting your time in suggesting 
such a possibility.”

"What is your position on the church, 
and where did you get it?” I asked.

"It is simply that when Jesus gave the 
keys of the kingdom to Saint Peter he 
committed them to us, and upon Peter 
and this committal he built his church,” 
he blandly said. "That was the Cath­
olic church! Our opposition to other 
religious sects, as intolerant as it appears

Clueick BulletietA
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ADEQUATE RESOURCES ARE RECESSART FOR 
THIS ERLARGED PROGRAM

During the past three years the Southern Baptist 
Convention has reduced the allocation of co-op­
erative funds for home missions from 23-1/3% 
of total Cooperative Program receipts to 16-1/2% 
of the first $4,000,000 and 16.41% of receipts 
above $4,000,000. H

This means an annual loss of approximately 
$410,000. 7

Money is now lacking to fill 63 vacancies in 
mission churches and centers on present home 
mission fields.

Locations for 151 new missions have been sur­
veyed and approved by the department of direct 
missions. Practically none can be entered with 
Present resources.

PULPIT L CHANCEL 
FURNITURE

J P REDINGTON A CO

MISSIONARIES ARE AVAILABLE... REQUESTS 
FROM THE FIELBS ARE URGENT ... MORE!

IS LACKIHG
In response to the request of the Executive Com­

mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention the 
Home Mission Board on August 31, 1948, sub­
mitted a detailed survey of minimum needs for 
the next five years which revealed the following:

tecowNS
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Annual operation . . . $1,938,980
Annual capital needs . . 928,200

Total budget needed $2,867,180
Total missionaries by 1954 988
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to you, grow* out of our conviction that
God has committed into Catholic hands 
the treasure which is the gospel. If you 
believed that would you not fight all 
efforts to compete with it?”

"No, I would not fight, nor coerce, 
nor intimidate," I replied. “I would con­
tinue doing as I am now doing, persuad­
ing, loving, explaining, but never fight­
ing or persecuting any man because of 
his religious beliefs. But there's one 
thing I would fight for."

“What is that?" he asked.
"I’d fight just as defiantly to protect 

your right to be a Catholic as I would 
mine to be a Baptist, or someone else’* 
to be an atheist. For religious expres­
sion, if it is to be vital, must be free,” I 
replied, my voice rising with intensity.

“Then, we are impossibly separated," 
he said, “and it is utterly profitless to at­
tempt to bring our beliefs into har­
mony.”

“They don’t have to be in harmony," 
I explained, -“but in America, at least, 
every man must respect every other 
man’s right to hold and to express his 
own faith, however different it may be. 
Thank God that is written in the Con­
stitution of this nation!”

"Don't tell me you believe that truth 
is divided!" he said, his eyes flashing as 
he spoke.

“No, I agree that truth is one, but I 
also believe that every man has an in­
alienable right to express and interpret 
truth as he sees it, and let his life and 
destiny rise or fall, be blessed or be 
damned, by that conviction. Nowhere 
else on this earth is that concept so 
strong as it is in these United States. I 
would remind you that the American 
Constitution is the chief reason that 
Catholicism can live and progress in 
America so rapidly. America guaran­
tees a free atmosphere. Plans arc fast 
formulating to make America the strong 
Catholic country. But if and when that 
day comes to these free shores, it will 
be interesting and revealing what pres­
sure will be exerted on non-Catholic 
groups. Wherever Catholicism is in the 
majority it wields the big stick, but when 
it is outnumbered, like it is here in our 
city, it walks quietly, and evidences at 
least some degree of religious tolerance." 
I was surprised at myself, for I had got­
ten up from the chair and was standing 
over my new friend like a lawyer sum­
marizing his final plea to a jury.

“1 admit that we intend to make 
America Catholic as rapidly as possible, 
but would you not make it Protestant if 
you could?” he parried with the ques­
tion. Continued on Page 16
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A MAN CAN KNOW GOO
By John Henry Strong. A scholarly discus­
sion of the most important theme known to 
man — a man's personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. The author shows with rever­
ence and humility how one can come into the 
presence of Christ and know that he is there. 
Intimately, as one speaking with a friend, he 
brings his treasures of faith and lays them 
before us. >, o°

ON WHOM THE SPIRIT CAME
By Miles W. Smith. A comprehensive and 
scholarly study of the record set forth in the 
Book of Acts. The reader gains an under­
standing of the work of the Holy, bpitu 
through seeing the effect of the Spirit s pres­
ence in the lives of the Apostles. Written in 
narrative form it affords fascinating reading. 
Arranged for reference or use as a study 
text. ........................................................
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In Appreciation
of Services Rendered

Whereas, on January 1, 1948, Mrs. 
Una Roberts Lawrence was relieved of 
her duties as an employee of the Home 
Mission Board by the executive com­
mittee, making it possible for her to give 
her entire time to the completion of the 
writing of the history of the Home Mis­
sion Board, wo, the members of the 
committee on education and publicity, 
wish to present these resolutions of our 
deep and sincere appreciation for the 
outstanding and notable service she has 
rendered the Home Mission Board dur­
ing the twenty-two years that she has 
been an active employee of the Board.

Mrs. Lawrence came to the Board 
during the most disastrous days of the 
Board’s history. She gave herself untir­
ingly in helping the Board regain its in­
fluence and strength. For at least a dec­
ade or more she labored in the field, 
often traveling as much as 21,000 miles 
a year in the interest of the Board. At 
the same time she was writing from one 
to three mission study books each year. 
During her active connection with the 
Board she wrote about twenty-two or 
more books and booklets which in the 
time of the Board's greatest need have 
been gloriously used of God to keep the 
light of knowledge, interest, and faith 
in home missions burning brightly.

We are told that it was Mrs. Law­
rence who first suggested that our entire 
Home Board staff should assemble for 
prayer each morning.

One of Mrs. Lawrence’s greatest con­
tributions to home missions was the ex­
hibit which she prepared first for the 
meeting of the Baptist World Alliance 
in Toronto, continuing until 1944 in 
charge of it. For this she provided per­
sonally all of the photographic equip­
ment, such as cameras, both still and 
moving, projectors, and necessary acces­
sories to make possible the pictures of 
our work. She led in the production of 
the first moving pictures of mission work

produced by any Southern Baptist Con­
vention mission agency. She also had a 
part in the production of the first mis­
sion books for children with pictures. 
She pioneered iri the first presentation 
of leaders’ materials for teaching mis­
sions gathered into one volume.

Mrs. Lawrence also inaugurated a 
rotating mission study reading program 
among the women of the South. It was 
largely through her efforts that the 
W.M.U. came to include the children of 
our home missionaries in the Margaret 
Fund. At present there are about 29 
sons and daughters of our home mis­
sionaries sharing these benefits because 
God led her to inspire the W.M.U. to 
meet this great need.

She served voluntarily as mission 
study chairman of the W.M.U. of the 
South for 13 years. During all of this 
time she either wrote or supplied at 
least three-fourths of the material for 
the Weeks of Prayer program and study.

We are indebted to her for the crea­
tion of a broader general appreciation' 
of the ministry* of the Home Mission 
Board and of a deeper interest on the 
part of people in minority groups.

Mrs. Lawrence often did her intensive 
work under physical strain, which is a 
fine example to all of our missionaries 
and employees.

She has had the joy of seeing the 
W.M.U. offerings to home missions in­
crease from $60,054.67 in 1926 to 
$468,801.54 in 1945. For twenty-two 
years she has been the devoted servant 
of our Lord and of this Board.

Therefore, be'-it Resolved, that we, 
the members of the Home Mission 
Board, in annual session, do hereby ex­
press our deep gratitude to Almighty 
God for the wonderful ministry of Mrs. 
Lawrence among Southern Baptists and 
of the world, do thank her with all of 
our hearts, and desire that these resolu­
tions be sent to her, recorded in our min-

Mrs. Una Roberts Lawrence

utes, and published in Southern Baptist 
Home Missions, and that we wish her 
Godspeed in the writing of the history 
of the Home Mission Board, to which 
we look forward as the greatest of all of 
her books and, which we feel will also 
be used of God mightily in the promo­
tion of the interests of the great cause 
of home missions, to which we arc all 
also giving of our best.

Respectfully submitted, 
James P. Wesberry. 
Chairman.
J. Roy Clifford. 
Secretary.
Jas. F. Burriss.

Who Forgives Sins?
Continued from Page 11

“I would make it Christian.’’ I said, 
"but not with the weight of one little 
finger of coercion. Nor do we want con­
trol of the state. We want free religious 
expression in a free state. You want 
only one religious expression in a state 
controlled by the Catholic church. 
That’s the long, sordid history of every 
nation where Catholicism has been 
strong enough to impose its will. We 
want free, unfettered access to God for 
every man, for only God can forgive 
sins.’’ ’ \

Who Forgives Sins?
Continued from Page 16

•1 disagree," he said, “about forgiving 

sins."
"Oh, I know you disagree," I replied, 

• but this is still Ameriq^ We can agree 
or disagree without fear of reprisals."

"I mean that I, Elbert McPheeters, 
can forgive sins," he said, as he got to 
his feet and pointed a finger at himself. 
“1 am God’s official representative in 
this parish to forgive sins. I do it every 

day."
I had heard of such things, but I had 

never actually heard a man say it be­
fore. So for a moment, I just stared at 
him.

Then 1 said slowly, "That’s the most 
preposterous thing I’ve ever heard an 
intelligent man say. You don’t really 
believe that! You mean that you pray 
to God on behalf of sinners, but God 
forgives them."

"No," he said, "that’s what you say 
you do. But I, Elbert McPheeters, priest 
of God, and representative of God’s 
only true church in our city, forgive sins 
on behalf of God." /

I walked to the door, and he followed 
me, smiling all the while. I had stayed 
too long, missed my lunch, and now an 
appointment was awaiting me in my 
office.

“I know you think it is incredible," he 
said pleasantly, “butt we Catholics be­
lieve these things, and we are out to see 
that others believe them, too."

Reaching the walk outside, I turned, 
still unbelieving, toward the little man 
who. in spite of what I had heard him 
say, I still liked. Then I said, “Mc- 
Phecters, it has been a revelation to 
come to know you better. As you say,

we are poles apart religiously, although 
only three blocks separate our churches.
I like you personally, but what you've 
said today about the Catholic church 
being the only channel of God’s grace 
and that you can forgive sins, leaves me 
cold. That’s either insanity or blas­
phemy, and you’re not insane! Before 
I go, I am reminded that Robert Brown­
ing in his ’The Ring and the Book,' has 
Molinos, when he is condemned as a 
heretic, say, ’We shall meet again in the 
judgment day and then it wHl appear on 
which side, on yours or on mine, is 
truth.’ If you are right, McPheeters, 
then I am hopelessly wrong. That I can 
never believe. I think there will be a lot 
of surprises on the great Judgment 
Morning!"

Perhaps some time we shall sit down 
again together, for I like The Very 
Reverend Elbert J. McPheeters—and I 
am not afraid of any of his dogma—but 
I am amazed at what an intelligent man 
can believe.
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MY LIFE IN 
THE CONVENT

A BOOK OF FACTS
A detailed description of black nunnery in Briatoi. 
Twenty-four great chapter*. Margaret Shepherd, 
•scaped nun. describe* In detail the terrible ex- 
ix-riencca of belpleaa and defeneeleM girl* within 
the high (tone walk of Bristol convent. The moat 
terrible revelation* ever recorded.

OVER S.MS.SM COPIES PRINTED
The mo*t extensively read book on the papal curae. 
No book like thh in print I Read thia frightful. 
h< nrt-brvaklng atory and learn the truth concern­
ing convent life. 268 burning pagea. Poetpaid 
only 11.60. The edition i* limited . . . *o order at
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He carried his Oxford 
pocket Bible to the 
North Pole, against the 
storms of the spirit,
and counted Christianity 
man's greatest discovery.
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Bound in blue cloth stamped 
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human spirit . . . Oxford’s new Pilgrim Bible. 
The only Bible annotated especially for young 
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Indispensable to your young pilgrim’s 
progress in Christianity ... the one gift 
you cannot afford not to give him.
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PREPARATION AND PERPETUATION
Continued from Pa&e 6 

churches, Good Will Centers, kindergar­
tens, schools, homes. “Messengers of 
the maximum” became friends, personal 
representatives. The vast throngs dwell­
ing in darkness indelibly wrote across 
my heart the urgency of the task com­
mitted unto the redeemed. What reali­
zations were mine during those years of 
personal contact with Home Mission 
work! What glorious experiences!

The name of Woman’s Missionary 
Union defines its purpose—missions— 
and missions originated in the very 
heart of God. Born of prayer and 
a consuming desire to share the blessed 
gift of Life Eternal, the organization 
continues along the charted course with 
its five*guideposts—prayer, study, tithes 
and offerings, community missions, mis­
sionary education of young people.

Although a lifelong beneficiary of the 
far-visioned program of the organiza­

tion, a new appreciation of its true worth 
came as 1 worshipped in churches made 
possible by the gifts and prayers of the 
women and young people enlisted in 
Woman’s Missionary Union; as I had 
fellowship with missionaries whose sal­
aries. however meager, were “under­
written" by the special Annie W. Arm­
strong offering for Home Missions; as 
1 came to call "friend” scores of people 
of more than a dozen nationalities who 
had accepted the gift supreme taken by 
those special messengers undergirded by 
prayer.

However inadequate the preparation 
may have been, every Christian experi­
ence through the years has contributed; 
and to Him who gave. I return a life 
dedicated to the perpetuation of a mis­
sionary program designed to reach the 
last person in the farthest outpost.

Change in Minion 
Personnel

Dr. L. A. Brown

In order that Dr. Alfred Carpenter 
may devote all of his time as director of 
the Chaplains Commission for the South­
ern Baptist Convention, Dr. Courts Red­
ford. assistant executive secretary, is as­
suming temporary charge of the depin 
ment of direct missions until a suitable

•.SssWra:
6°ODS co.

L. W. Martin Given 
Doctorate

and one-half years he served as moun­
tain missionary in Kentucky. For the 
past six years he has served the Board 
as superintendent of Schools of Mis­
sions. Prior to coming to the board he 
was pastor of various churches in Ken­
tucky.

fearless

factual

forceful

William Ward Ayer’s latest book

GOD, CHURCH Ml STATE
A dear answer to the Roman Catholic 
claims of authority over matters of 
State by the militant Pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York.

Paper bound. Price 35 cents.
You will also want—

CLOTHED SKELETONS
A powerful plea to God’s people to 
clothe Christ's doctrines with flesh and 
blood—to live out their convictions, 
not in terms of contention, but in posi­
tive evangelical witness.

Paper bound. $>6, pages. Price $1.00.

ORDER FROM: Ayerow Books 
123 West 57th Street

SB New York 19, N. Y.

New Subscription Rates 
Next Month

March is’the last month for the pres­

ent subscription rates to be in effect for 
Southern Baptist Home Missions.

Beginning April 1, increased rates will 
be effective.

Now: Single subscription, 25c; five 
years, $1.00; church budget, 20c each.

Next Month : Single, 50c; three years, 
$1.00; budget 3c per month.

All subscriptions postmarked on or 
before March 31 will be accepted at the 
present rates.

person can be secured to replace Dr. 
Carpenter.

Dr. L. A. Brown of Los Angeles, Cah- 
fomia. who has been serving as genenl 
field worker for the Home Mission Board 
in the Western states, has been elected 
field secretary in the direct missions de­
partment, and will assist Dr. Redford.

Dr. Brown is a graduate of Southwest 
Baptist College. Bolivar. Missouri; Cen­
tral Missouri State Teachers College. 
Warrensburg, Missouri; Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary. Louisville. 
Kentucky; and Webster University, 
where he earned his Ph.D. degree.

A pastor since the age of seventeen, 
he has been successful in his work 
among the language groups. He speaks 
four languages—English. Spanish, Ger 
man, and French.

L. W. Martin, superintendent of 
Schools of Missions for the Home Mis­
sion Board, was recently honored by his 

• alma mater, Georgetown College, 
Georgetown, Kentucky, with the degree 
of doctor of divinity.

Dr. Martin has been with the Home 
Mission Board since 1934. For eight

Missionary’s Home 
Burns

Friends of Miss Kathryn Sewell, mis­
sionary emeritus of the Home Mission 
Board, will regret to learn that her beau­
tiful Colonial home, “Riverside,” at 
Cedar Bluff, Alabama, has burned.

“Riverside" has been the scene of 
many activities and social gatherings for 
missionaries and friends since Miss 
Sewell retired to her Alabama home. 
Some time ago failing health made it 
necessary for Miss Sewell to retire from 
missionary service in Cuba, but she has 
consistently continued to manifest her 
interest in home missions. The influence 
of her home and her personality has 
been felt by many, including young peo­
ple from Cuba, who have visited her 
from time to time.

DR. R. C. LEE, Pres, of Southern Baptist Convention recommends
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THE EASTER GIFT OF A UHTIMt
"A significantly great 

achievement! The most 
complete volume of its kind 

ever published.
. . . Prepared by scholars from many different 
Protestant denominations, it makes clear how the 
Bible came to be a.d what the Christian Church 
believes about it.”— CbriUtM HtrM
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HOLY BIBLE
• A magnificent aelf-explaining Stud, Edition 
which bring, a full understanding of the Scriptures 
to the modern reader Incorporates the discoveries 
of modern research in history and archaeology, 
while yet retaining a truly Protestant and evangelical 
viewpoint. Every word of the beloved King James 
Version. Almost 2,000 pages, beautifully printed 
and bound. 126-page Concordance, maps. glO.OO
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Author of "The Robe”
“We arc grateful for 

the felicitous prose, the 
reverence and veracity, the 
tempered sensitiveness with 
which the author unfolds 
the story of the most hu­
man of all the apostles ... 
In The Big Fisherman is 
rich prose, carefully ma­
tured before it was written 
down. Even more than 
this, it is prose that strikes 
upon the spirit like music. 
No writer could hope for 
a finer fusion of the priest­
ly and the literary than

The Philadelphia Inquirer

At all bookstores 13.75 
Houghton Mifflin Company
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an event to which minister*. scholar* and religions 
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Whether or not you now own a Bible, you've never wen 
one like thia! It »♦ breathtakingly beautiful. Miprrmelv 
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remarkable for its completenew of Biblical informa­
tion. replete with ratra data, knowledge and fact* to 
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"I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD . .
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