
Cz/ ho mt
oumeAn papGXlmissions

' t

□ H S 
HOISSIWWOO TVOIHOISIH



K1kIf '!

thing you desire

is...and more

BROADMAN HYMNALS

THE BROADMAN HYMNAL
Iditad by B. B. McKinney, lot* mwalc editor. 
An excellent, vertaiile hymnal for all church 
purposes. Contains 503 hymns and songs with 
30 pages of responsive roadings. This hymnal 
has an excellent selection of numbers suitable
for use by the average choir. Completely in­
dexed by title, tune, responsive readings, first 
line, and topical. Also available in deluxe 
Pulpit edition and choir edition. Cloth bind­
ing only. Round or shaped notes, p/eose specify. 
Fully orchestrated for 13 instruments. Ask for 
list of instruments.
Hundred (carriage extra) $120.00
Dozen (postage paid) $ 16.50
Deluxe Pulpit Edition, round notes only, pastor's 

name in gold, $5.00
Special choir edition, silver stamped, round 

notes only, $1.50
Single copy (postage paid) $ 1-50

VOICE OF PRAISE
Compiled and edited by B. B. McKinney, late 
music editor. Contains 314 old standard hymns, 
favorite gospel songs and choruses, plus MS 
pages of responsive readings. Complete topical 
and alphabetical indexes. Round or shaped 
notes, please specify. Cloth bound. Not 
orchestrated.
Hundred (carriage extra) $87.50
Dozen (postpaid) $12.25
Per copy (postpaid) $ 1.15

NEW BAPTIST HYMNAL
Contains 527 selections in 448 pages. Indexed 
by title, first line, topical, authors, composers, 
tunes and meters. Round notes only. Regular 
edition is bound in beautiful regal maroon cloth

THE AMERICAN HYMNAL
Compiled and edited by Robert H. Coleman. 
Contains 531 selections of old standard hymns 
and choice popular gospel songs. Includes 41 
responsive readings and topical index. Round 
or shaped notes, please specify. Cloth bound.
Not orchestrated.
Hundred (carriage extra) $120.00
Dozen (postpaid) $ 16.50
Per copy (postpaid) $ 1.50
Deluxe Pulpit Edition $ 5.00

------------ 15% DISCOUNT!------------
Limited number—SONGS OF LIFE— 

Shaped Notes Only 
Regularly $22.50 per hundred, 

carriage extra, now $19.12 
$3.60 per dozen, postpaid, 

now $3.06
40c per copy, postpaid, now 34c

with gold title. Not orchestrated.
Hundred (carriage extra) $120.00
Dozen (postpaid) $ 16.50
Per copy (postpaid) $ 1.50
Deluxe Pulpit Edition $ 5.00

50 or more copies sold at the hundred 
rate, carriage extra

Send your order TODAY to the BAPTIST BOOK STORE serving you
SBHM-7-53

Please send Broadman songbooks in the quantities indicated:

QUANTITY TITLE Notas

•

(Be Sure to Indicate Round or Shaped Notes) 

Enclosed is $________ Please charge my account
(State sales tax, if any, extra)

Name---------------------- ------------------------—-——------------

Address----------------------------------- --------------------- ------------

City ------------------------------- —State-----------------

THE MODERN HYMNAL
Compiled by Robert H. Coleman. Contains 
484 selections and 31 responsive readings. 
Round or « ho ped notes, p/eose specify. Or­
chestrated in 6 books for 15 instruments, ask 
for list. Cloth bound; fully indexed; 448 pages.
Hundred (carriage extra) $120.00
Dozen (postpaid) $ 16.50
Per copy (postpaid) $ 1-50
Deluxe Pulpit Edition $ 5.00

Many people who claim to be Christians live and 
act as if God had no business in the world. They 

seem to forget that this earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof and, forgetting this, they go about to establish 
themselves in the earth as if it belonged to them.

Look at the world today. It is a confused, disturbed, 
distraught, suffering world because men have assumed 
that it belongs to them and have proceeded to run its 
affairs for their own selfish benefit.

But God has a business in this world—a mighty big 
business. His business is to get done what he started out 
to do in the beginning. If I can read my Bible correctly 
and interpret it accurately, God started out in the begin­
ning to establish in the world a kingdom of righteousness 
under the supervision and control of intelligent, self­
determining beings—beings as free moral agents who 
would, voluntarily, do his will.

For this end he created the earth and endowed it with 
all the rich resources which it possesses. He packed into 
it everything that an intelligent creature could desire and 
wish for to entertain and make him happy and to give to 
him a task commensurate with his mental abilities.

To this end he gave man his first commission which 
was to have dominion over the earth and subdue it. He 
gave to man a simple test by which he might determine 
man’s loyalty and man’s purpose to obey him and to 
keep his commandments.

Now, if man had obeyed God and had walked in the 
way God had marked out for him, he would have estab­
lished in the earth the kingdom of God and would have 
brought all the material resources of the earth under the 
sovereign will of God. But Satan stepped in and led man 
astray. Man became an alien in God’s world, and be­
cause of his alienation he could not and would not estab­
lish in the earth God’s kingdom.

But God did not change his purpose. He only changed 
his method. He still has as his purpose the establishment 
of a kingdom of righteousness in the earth, but in order to 
establish that kingdom under the supervision and rule of 
man it became necessary to work out a method by which 
he could change man’s nature. The whole scheme of 
redemption is based upon God’s determination and pur­
pose to establish in this world his kingdom and to bring 
all of the resources and power of this earth under the 
sovereign control of a self-determining intelligent human 
race.

It is for this purpose that Christ came into the world, 
and this is our Heavenly Father’s business.

July. 1953

There are three words connected with the ministry 
of Christ which give to us, when properly understood, the 
purpose and program of Christ. These three words are, 
prophet, priest, king. As prophet, Christ brings revela­
tion to men as to what the kingdom of God is. As priest, 
Christ brings redemption to men that they may enter into 
the kingdom of God. As king, Christ brings administra­
tion to men that they may obey and realize the true pur­
pose of the kingdom of God in the world.

The last act of the kingly Christ while here upon earth 
was to commission his disciples for the world task of 
making him known among men so that through the 
preaching of the gospel of redeeming love a constituency 
could be cheated for the establishment of the kingdom 
of God.

Now, if this is the purpose that brought Christ into 
the world, what then has he sent his disciples out to do? 
Evidently it is to consummate that purpose. Hence, he 
says to us, “As the Father hath sent me, even so send 
I you.”

We can therefore define our task as that of bringing 
through the preaching of the gospel the saving knowledge 
of Christ to all men everywhere so that everyone may 
have a chance to accept Christ and be saved.

This being the purpose of Christ, then it naturally 
follows that the redemptive work which he came for 
holds a central place. When we think of this redemptive 
program of Christ we find that there atXTbcec glorious 
categories in Christ’s program for man.' One is'wiat God 
docs for man; another is what God does in man^wd the 
other is what God does through man.

What God docs for man is the setting up of the king­
dom in the life of the individual believer. In this work 
of Christ redemption is secured and personal salvation 
made possible. The result is creation of citizens for the 
kingdom. The key word is faith.

In the second place, what God does in man is the 
establishment of the kingdom in his heart and life. This 
is regeneration in which the divine life is imparted to 
man, the Holy Spirit is given to man, and those who 
accept Christ arc adopted into the family of God. The 
result of this work of God is a disposition and ability to 
work for the coming of the kingdom. The key word is 
surrender.

The third thing is what God does through man—the 
kingdom through the service of the believer. This is wit­
nessing. The result is world evangelism resulting in the 
calling of individuals into the (Continued on page 4)
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the coming of the kingdom of God in 
the hearts and lives of men is, that every 
Christian shall recognize his world 
citizenship and live a world-kingdom 
life. This means the marshalling of the 
Christian constituency in kingdom acti­
vity. This is the kingdom in the life of 
every believer expressing itself through 
that believer and implementing the ex­
pression by physical activity.

Every professing Christian must be 
led to see that he is a witness to Christ 
and that his supreme task is to compel 
men by his personal testimony and in­
fluence to accept Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. For this world it is Christ or chaos. 
We must Christianize our land or else 
our social order will rot in its own wick­
edness. This modern age is somewhat 
like the age in the closing years of the 
Eighteenth Century, when the Georges 
were kings of England. The whole 
structure of society at that time was at 
a very low ebb. Corruption was every­
where evident in political life. The 
morals of society were terrible. The na­
tion Was rotting in sin and debauchery.

Very little is said in history about the 
causes of change in the social and na­
tional life of England, but it is a fact 
that Queen Victoria's reign, which began 
some thirty years after Pitt entered 
Parliament, was characterized by hon­
esty, integrity and righteousness in the 
civic, social, and economic life of the 
nation. History has characterized this 
period as the Victorian Age.

What produced this change in Eng­
land? Secular history will not tell you, 
but it was during the period between the 
first appearance of Pitt and the apex in 
the reign of Queen Victoria that the 
Wesleys came on the scene and the 
great Wesleyan revival swept over Eng­
land. It was this great evangelistic pro­
grarri that saved England, so Carlysle 
tells us, from a revolution like that 
which France had.

What we need in America and in the 
worid and what we must have to save 
civilization is a revival of religion. Christ 
for our country and for the world is the 
only thing that will save our country 
and the world.

Reaching Over Million Readers
The twenty-two Baptist state papers 

reported to the Convention in Houston 
a circulation of 1,050,429 as against a 
circulation of 192,000 in 1940. A goal 
of 1,200,000 was set for the Convention 
report in 1954. The modest increase is 
within the range of possibility and it is 
hoped the circulation will exceed the 
goal.

kingdom of God by the preeching of the 
goepel of redeeming love; it is the 
evangelization of the world. The key 
word is missions.

It is right here thdt the spiritual ideals 
of the kingdom of God meet the material 
affairs of man and these material things 
are transformed into kingdom activities.

We all recognize that Christianity is 
spiritual, but we do not all understand 
that it must have a physical expression. 
Let me illustrate what I mean: The 
gospel is fundamentally a spiritual thing 
—Christ is the Lamb of God slain from 
the foundation of the world—but the 
incarnation is physical. Worship is 
spiritual, but songs and congregations 
and sermons are physical. Christian 
fellowship is spiritual, but a handshake 
is physical. Service is spiritual, but giv­
ing is physical. And so on with the or­
dinances, for baptism is physical and 
represents a spiritual experience in the 
soul. And the Lord’s Supper, spiritual in 
its meaning, is a physical act in which 
bread and wine are used.

So we find our work physical with a 
spiritual motive. The difficulty with us 
is in linking up the spiritual principles 
of the gospel with physical acts of serv­
ice. Our difficulty is in spiritualizing our 
program without etherealizing it.

Notice how this matter works itself 
out in actual experience. We find men in 
rebellion against God and it is our busi­
ness to bring them into harmony with 
God through the preaching of the Word 
—this is evangelism.

We find men, even after they are con­
verted, selfish, grasping, disobedient, 
disloyal sometimes, and it is our busi­
ness to teach them to observe all the 
things Christ has commanded—this is 
stewardship.

We find human suffering and need on 
every hand—orphan children to care 
for, the sick to look after, and the poor 
to help—and it is our business to re­
lieve their distress—this is benevolence, 
which expresses itself in eleemosynary 
institutions.

We find men ignorant of God’s teach­
ings and disposed to interpret the facts 
and experiences of life, as well as the 
facts of nature, from the atheistic stand­
point, and it is our business to educate 
them properly—this is Christian educa­
tion.

We find the world lying in unbelief, in 
sin and idolatry, with millions of people 
who have not heard about Christ, and 
it is our business to go to them with the 
gospel and teach them about Jesus— 
this is missions.

The one supreme thing necessary for
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GIFT - INVESTMENTS
through

Home Mission Board Annuities

You.can find what the income on your 
gift-investments will be by checking the 
table of rates for your age In the list 
here given.

RATES OF ANNUAL ANNUITY 
PAYMENTS

AGE RATE AGE RATE
30 2.5% 55 4.5%
31 2.5% 56 4.5%
32 2.5% 57 4.5%
33 2.5% 58 4.6%
34 2.5% 59 4.7%
35 2.5% 60 4.7%
36 2.6% 61 4.8%
37 2.7% 62 4.8%
38 2.8% 63 4.9%
39 2.9% 64 5.0%
40 3.0% 65 5.1%
41 3.1% 66 5.1%
42 3.2% 67 5.2%
43 3.3% 68 5.3%
44 3.4% 69 5.4%
45 3.5% 70 5.5%
46 3.6% 71 5.6%
47 3.7% 72 5.8%
48 3.8% 73 5.9%
49 3.9% 74 6.0%
50 4.0% 75 6.2%
51 4.1% 76 6.3%
52 4.2% 77 6.5%
53 4.3% 78 6.7%
54 4.4% 79 6.9%

80 7.0%
For further information write:

J. W. Wing, Secretary 
Church Building Loan Department 

Home Mission Board 
161 Spring St., N.W.

Atlanta 3, Ga.

Southern baptist
HOME MISSIONS

JULY, 1M3

Vol. XXIV No. 7

PuMiahed monthly by the Hmu Mieeion Board.
Southern Baptiet Convention.

161 Spring Street, N. W.
Atlanta S. Georgia

J. B. LAWRENCE JOHN CAYLOR
Editor Managing Editor

Mildred Oldham Dunn
Editorial Aeeietant

•Ratee: 60 eenta per year or <1.00 for three 
years. Budget rate* to churches. 82 cent*.

•Change of Addreel: Please give both the old 
^nd the new addresses.

Entered as second class matter. January 15. 
1930, at the post office at Atlanta 3. Georci*. 
under the Act of March 8. 1879. Acceptance 
for mailing at special rate of postage pr°virtw<> 
for in Section 538. Act of February 28. 19«. 
authorized August 16, 1933.

Southern Baptist Home Missions

Oregon-Washington Baptists 
Gain Ten Per Cent in Crusade

During the recent simultaneous evan­
gelistic campaign held in Oregon-Wash­
ington, 683 members were added to the 
churches according to the report of Paul 
A. McCasland, secretary of evangelism. 
Two missions were organized into 
churches and one church called its 
evangelist to become its pastor. He ac­
cepted. Of the number received there 
were 465 candidates for baptism, 191 by 
transfer of letter, and thirty-one came 
by statement of previous relation. Forty 
young people surrendered their lives 
unto the Lord for special service. Sixty- 
five churches and missions participated 
in the crusade.

Record attendance for Sunday school 
and Training Union were smashed and 
new highs set. In Sunday school 6,333 
were in attendance, more than the en­
rollment a year ago, according to J. T. 
Sisemore, secretary of education.

Sixty-five churches from fifteen states 
sent their pastors to serve as evangelists, 
paying their travel expenses to and from 
the field. The Department of Evangelism 
of the Home Mission Board assisted in 
securing the services of these pastors. 
It is estimated that each church partici­
pating in the campaign thus received a 
direct assistance of between $300.00 and 
$500.00. “The pastors and churches of 
the Baptist General Convention of Ore­
gon-Washington will forever be indebted 
to these good churches and pastors,” 
says Secretary McCasland.

Home Board Makes Loans 
To Churches

The Loans Committee of the Home 
Mission Board in its May meeting ap­
proved loans to churches totaling $166,- 
800.00 from the Church Extension Loan 
Fund and the Church Building Loan 
Fund. This brings the total of loans ap­
proved since January 1, 1953, to $703,- 
900.00. During the same period $423,- 
500.00 in loans have been processed and 
closed.

Schools of Missions Over the Top
Dr. Lewis W. Martin, secretary of 

he Department of Schools of Missions, 
reports a record number of requests for 
’>chools of Missions for the fall of 1953.

July, 1953

Many requests are already in for 1954.
Recently he made a tour contacting 

associational missionaries and associa­
tions which are planning Schools of 
Missions in Arkansas^ He reports ex­
cellent conferences. He is soon to be with 
Buncombe Association, Asheville, North 
Carolina, for a planning conference on 
invitation of Rev. H. M. Hocutt, super­
intendent of associational missions.

Southwide Rural Life Conference
Dr. S. F. Dewis of the Co-operative 

Missions Department of the Home Mis­
sion Board, announces that the two 
rural life conferences which have been 
held in the eastern and western sections 
will be merged into one Southwide con­
ference to be held at Ridgecrest June 
17-22, 1954.

This conference will be for all rural 
missionaries and pastors in the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

The Sunday School Board, Brother­
hood, and WMU will co-operate with 
the Home Mission Board in providing 
the program. The decision to combine 
these conferences was made by the Rural 
Life Committee at Houston, Texas, dur­
ing the recent Convention.

Chaplain's Son Killed
Word has been received that Chaplain 

John P. Neal, stationed at Fort Hood, 
Texas, lost a son in the tragic tornado 
which struck Waco, Texas, in May.

A son of Chaplain James E. Kirk­
patrick of Ft. Hood, was spared.

Chaplain Neal’s address is 3124 Cum­
berland Avenue, Waco.

French Missionaries to Ridgecrest
All missionaries to the French-speak­

ing people working under the Home Mis­
sion Board will be guests of the Board 
at the Home Mission Week at Ridge­
crest, North Carolina, August 13-18.

An itinerary and speaking engage­
ments for the missionaries as they come 
to Ridgecrest and return to their fields 
will be arranged to help pay the ex­
penses. This is a similar arrangement 
to that made last year for the mission­
aries to the Indians. More than fifty 
missionaries took advantage of this op­
portunity last year.

C. K. Rand to Leave
Rescue Mission

Rev. C. K. Rand, who has been serv­
ing as superintendent of the Men’s 
Rescue Mission in New Orleans as well 
as field worker leading our ministry to 
Catholics, is giving up his work at the 
mission to give full Time to work among 
the Catholics.

Rev. Raymond Jee, who has been 
serving as assistant superintendent at 
the mission has become its superinten­
dent.

DiMaggios to Leave 
Birmingham Church

Rev. and Mrs. Frank DiMaggio, who 
have served as missionaries in the Italian 
church at Birmingham, Alabama, since 
1949, are resigning from their work 
there to serve in Schools of Missions 
until the end of the year when Brother 
DiMaggio will be eligible for retirement 
from the Board.

Appointed to take their place at the 
church in Birmingham are Rev. and 
Mrs. S. A. Candal who will be moving 
there from Knoxville, Maryland.

New Indian Mission at
Shawnee, Oklahoma

At a recent meeting of the Home 
Missiori Board it was yQted to make 
$10,000.00 available (6 a^pfe on the 
cost of the construction of a ne^ Indian 
mission building at Shawnee, Oklahoma. 
Local, forces will assume responsibility 
for securing the site and other costs in 
the construction of the building.

New Spanish Church for 
Artesia, New Mexico

An appropriation of $9,000.00 was 
made by the Home Mission Board at its 
May meeting for the construction of a 
Spanish church building in Artesia, New 
Mexico. The appropriation was made 
with the understanding that the First 
Baptist Church of Artesia will furnish 
all material and any additional labor 
necessary for the completion of the 
building.
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As preacher, writer, radio preacher, and executive Dr. Lawrence 
spent long hours at work.

Still Looking 

Forward 

at EIGHTY
By Mildred Dunn

those days in his community. And yet, 
many of the traits which have helped to 
make him one of Southern Baptists’ out­
standing leaders were already notice­
able in that small lad.

One of his earliest memories is in con­
nection with an event which happened 
when his parents moved from Steens 
Creek (now Florence, Mississippi), 
where he was born, to North Rankin, 
Mississippi. It was just following Christ­
mas and as they drove in their wagon 

Dr. J. B. Lawrence, executive secretary-treasurer of the Home Mission Board.
who, on Julv 10. is celebrating his eightieth birthday, has come a long way 

from the time when as a lad he trudged up the dusty country Mississippi road to 
the one-room country school to take advantage of the meager schooling offered in

through the town of Brandon, his eyes 
were attracted to a bright red wagon 
which Santa Claus had left some little 
boy. It was sitting on the front porch

HOME BOARD PHOTOS 

and John Lawrence thought he had 
never seen anything so desirable. A 
twinkle still comes to his eyes when he 
thinks of that little red wagon. He never 
did get a wagon, but a year or so 
later got almost as big a thrill when 
Santa left him a pair of red-topped 
brass-toed boots which were his pride 
and joy. That was long before the pres­
ent-day fad for cowboy boots and rega­
lia, but those red-topped boots seemed 
to satisfy something of the same desire 
found in the hearts of most modern-day 
little boys for a cowboy outfit.

The country school which he at­
tended was very poor tompared to the 
present-day system. When John Benja­
min first started, school was conducted 
only four months during the summer. 
They taught principally the three R’s 
plus spelling. Finally he went to the 
Goshen school where they had six 
months of school each year and two 
teachers, a Mr. Grandberry and Miss 
Robinson, who, he remembers, later 
married. He especially recalls Mr. 
Grandberry because he specialized in 
arithmetic and taught young John most 
of the fundamentals of mathematics.

John Benjamin was a normal youth, 
he declares, looking forward as did most 
children to the recess and noon periods 
when various games such as town ball 
were the chief attractions.

Home life for him was similar to that 
which was customary for boys in his 
day. As he grew old enough he was ex­
pected to help around the house, milk 
the cows, feed the chickens and live­
stock, and chop wood (not only for the 

cookstove, but in the winter for the fire­
place which was the only means of 
heating the house). He also helped 
carry water from the spring about a 
quarter of a mile from home. Later he 
was expected to help in the fields.

Early in life the difference between 
his younger brother and him became 
apparent. While his younger brother was 
vitally interested in the farm and all 
phases of that life, John Benjamin was 
interested in books. He read everything 
that came into his home. He particularly 
remembers reading most of Henry 
Grady’s speeches.

He started writing at the age of eight 
or nine years. His father took the tri­
weekly Atlanta Constitution. In it was 
a page for young people and he often 
contributed to it. When he was twelve 
years old there was a campaign in his 
home state of Mississiopi to rewrite the 
constitution to keep Negroes from, vot­
ing. Young John wrote an article on 
what the constitution should be and sent 
it to a farm paper to which his father 
subscribed. He signed it simply “J. B. 
Lawrence.” It was printed, and he 
laughs heartily as he recalls how the 
people of his community would not 
believe he had written it all by him­
self, but insisted someone must have 
helped him. From early childhood he 
was interested in politics and along with 
his father was a hearty supporter of the 
Populist party.

In those days the Negro question was 
hot. In the Pisgah precinct where he 
lived the Republicans often would get 

(Continued on Page 26)

John Benjamin Lawrence, age four years.

His interest in public speaking was 
especially keen while in college.

Dr. Lawrence discusses plans for home mission work with 
his able and faithful assistant, Dr. Courts Redford.
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Dr. T. L. Holcomb, head of the Sunday School Board, 
and Dr. J. B. Lawrence, head of the Home Mission Board, 

are both retiring from their positions this year.

Southern Baptist Home Missions

Paying the debt of the Home Mission Board was one of the highlights in the 
career of Dr. Lawrence.

Inly, 1953

Dr. Lawrence is known by many through 
his radio preaching program, the 

Good News Hour.
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Rota Garcia proudly woon her 
high school graduation gown.

The time in the history of the human 
race during which most of man’s 
work was done and his battles fought 

with implements of stone is referred to 
as the Stone Age. Later men learned to 
work and fight with implements of 
bronze. This is called the Bronze Age. 
Then came implements of iron and the 
Iron Age.

We now live in the Paper Age and the 
typewriter is stronger than the sword. 
But, of course, the typewriter is sup­
ported by its formidable allies and com­
panions, the filing cabinet, the short­
hand pad, the dictating machine, the 
mimeograph, printing press, and all the 
photographic processes.

That is where Miss Rosa Garcia comes 
into the picture. She is one of the army 
of working girls who keep the leaves of. 
the paper age turning smoothly. But she 
belongs to that very special and select 
group of two dozen girls who keep 
the headquarters force of the Home Mis­
sion Board on the right page and the 
right line.

More specifically, Miss Garcia is 
secretary in the Direct Missions De­
partment of the Home Mission Board. 
This is where paper, contrary to Bible 
admonition, is two-tongued. It speaks 
English and Spanish and occasionally 
even other languages, for this is the 
department of home missions that deals 
with the evangelization of the foreign- 
language-speaking people of our home­
land.

In fact, that is exactly why Miss

..... MISSION
By Loyd Corder

Secretary Direct Missions Department

Garcia happens to be in this office. Span­
ish papers just do not respond to the 
reading and writing techniques of the 
average stenographer in this part of the 
country. So the Home Mission Board 
went to Beeville, Texas, to find a person 
whose talents, training, and background 
fitted her for this particular work.

Rosa’s family are Mexican-Americans. 
At least three generations back on both 
sides of the family have been native- 
born citizens of the United States. When 
her father Isidro Garcia and her mother 
Juanita Segovia de Garcia were mar­
ried, he was working as a “bronco bust­
er" taming horses for a ranch. Later he 
worked as a regular ranch and farm 
hand. Now he is a section hand on the 
Southern Pacific Railroad.

Of the six children in the Garcia fami­
ly, Rosa is the only one that has finished 
high school. Her younger brother and 
sister are still in school. It is not easy 
for children of Spanish-speaking fami­
lies to go to high school. First, there is 
the language problem. Rosa's case is 
typical. When she enrolled in the first 
grade of the West Side (Mexican) Ele­
mentary School she knew no English. 
It took her two or three years to learn 
the language. Classes were in English, 
and on the schoolground all conversa­
tion was expected to be in English. But 
rules can’t keep girls from talking, and 
most of her conversation continued to be 
in Spanish.

Another problem is that of social 
pressures growing out of the common 
Texas prejudice toward Mexican people. 
Beeville, being in southern Texas, prob­
ably had less of that than many other 

places, but even there you can imagine 
the discouragement some of the Mexican 
students felt on account of their not 
been accepted in many of the social 
activities of the young people with whom 
they were associated in school.

For instance, at that time the youth

Rosa (seated) with some of her YWA 
friends. Rosa was the president

center serving Rosa’s high school 
friends had in its constitution a provi­
sion that prohibited Latin-American 
students from attending its functions. 
Twice each week the town skating rink 
admitted Latin-American young people 
only. The rest of the time it was for 
Anglo-Americans only.

On the other hand there is the eco­
nomic problem. Most Mexican families 
had to take their children out of school 
during the fall to earn a good portion of 
their annual income by picking cotton. 
Rosa's family went cotton picking only 
two or three seasons in order to build 
additional rooms for their modest home. 
Even when they went, they left her and 
one of her sisters with an uncle so that 
Rosa could continue in school.

When she graduated from grammar 
school, some of Rosa's brothers and sis­
ters had already dropped out of school 
to work. They had wanted to continue 
their studies, but could not. So they 
pitched in to give her the opportunity 
of attending the. A. J. Jones High School 
in Beeville, Texas. But even so, the 
going was not always easy and during 
the summers Rosa did her bit for the 
family budget by working as a sales girl 
in a local drug store.

After she graduated from high school 
in 1950, Rosa continued working as a 
sales girl. First, it was in a ten cent 
store, then for more than a year just 
prior to coming to Atlanta she worked 
in the Sears Roebuck and Company 
order office in Beeville.

Her coming to the Home Mission 
Board offices was a direct result of home 
missions. As is to be expected, her par­
ents were originally Catholics. When 
her father began working for the rail­
road, his boss was a Mexican Baptist by 
the name of Alfredo De Russe. Mrs. De 
Russe invited Rosa’s family to the lit­
tle Mexican Baptist church of Beeville. 
Her father and mother went, but Rosa 
was the only one of the children who 
attended.

She made her profession of faith dur­
ing revival services led by Rev. I. E. 
Gonzales, pastor of the First Mexican 
Baptist Church of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. A little later, in 1947, she was 
baptized by Rev. Milton S. Leach, Sr., 
who is now the Spanish Missions Co­
ordinator for New Mexico and Arizona, 
but then he was missionary to the Mexi­
can people for the Blanco Baptist As­
sociation of Texas.

Rosa became very active in the Bee­

ville church. She was a Sunday school 
teacher, then Sunday school secretary. 
She was active in GA work and then 
in YWA. One year she was the church 
treasurer; and during 1952 she served 
as general director of the Training 
Union.

Brother and Mrs. Leach were very 
much impressed with her talents and 
faithfullness. After thpy*fRoved to New 
Mexico, he mentioned to rm that he 
would like to arrange for hereto teach 
a kindergarten in Albuquerque and do 
some secretarial work for him. This 
came just at a time when I was des­
perately seaching for a person who 
could do the work in my office in Eng- 
ish and Spanish. In spite of her lack of 
experience. Brother Leach thought that 
with a little practice Rosa could do the 
job.

I called her by long distance tele­
phone. She was almost too surprised to 
talk. She said she knew nothing of sec­
retarial work and she thought I must 
have called her by mistake, but she was 
willing to talk with me further about it 
when I came that way.

About two weeks later when I went to 
see her, I found a very poised young 

(Continued on Page 28)
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Stewardship Obligation 
in Missions

W.M.U. Circle
.Theme Program

By John Caylor

I have a stewardship obligation in 
missions. Every Christian ought to 

be a missionary and may be a missionary 
■ through his local church. My steward­
ship obligation begins with my own per­
sonal witnessing.

The first impulse of a Christian is 
to win somebody to Christ. That im­
pulse should not be stifled. As Dr. C. E. 
Matthews expressed it in his book titled 
Every Christian's Job it is the responsi­
bility of every saved person to seek the 
salvation of others.

One way of considering the evange­
listic obligation is through mass evange­
lism, the conception that people are won
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to Christ in congregations. Great num­
bers may make decisions in a mass meet­
ing but every conversion is an individual 
matter and usually every decision which 
is made even in a mass gathering is the 
result of some personal contact. My 
stewardship obligation begins with a 
personal expression of my faith in Christ 
and my concern for those who are out of 
Christ. s

My stewardship obligation expresses 
itself through the whole church life. 
Everything in the local church has as 
its ultimate aim the winning of people 
to Christ. Whether it is the Sunday 
school for the teaching and study of 
God’s Word, the Training Union for 
making church membership more prac­
ticable, or Woman’s Missionary Union 
with its various avenues of service, or 
the Brotherhood with its approach, every 
organization in the church seeks to make 
the missionary emphasis practical and 
successful. The general services of the 
church are all beamed in the direction 
of training church members to be better 
witnesses or toward giving a ringing 
testimony to influence people to accept 
Christ. The stewardship opportunity, 
therefore, is churchwide as well as in­
dividual.

I have a stewardship obligation in 
missions which expresses itself finan­
cially. In other words, my dollars should 
be missionaries, and they can be. There 
are many avenues of service for dollars. 
It is not the purpose of this discussion 
to show the missionary expression in all 
the agencies and organizations within 
the local church and within the frame­
work of denominational agencies. The 
well-informed Baptist realizes that every 
organization of his church and denomi­
nation is missionary in purpose. My 
stewardship obligation is to make that

missionary impact more powerful and 
expressive.

Co-operation is a good Baptist prin­
ciple. For a generation now Southern 
Baptists have been promoting the Co­
operative Program. This is a budgetary 
plan of pooling Baptist money for 
equitable support of all phases of church 
and denominational life. The Co­
operative Program when it is made 
thoroughly co-operative and inclusive 
is adequate to meet both our missionary 
obligations and opportunities.

Tithes and offerings are taught in the 
Scriptures and attested by experience 
as the right way to finance kingdom in­
terests. When church members put their 
tithes and offerings into the treasuries 
of their local churches and local 
churches divide their income equitably 
as between local work and world mis­
sions, there will be plenty of money for 
the Lord’s work. By “world missions" 
we mean the expression of our mission­
ary opportunities and obligations be­
ginning with personal witnessing on a 
local basis and extending through all the 
agencies of missionary endeavor to the 
“uttermost part” of the earth.

Money-raising schemes have been de­
vised by many groups. Southern Baptists 
have adhered to the “tithe and offerings" 
plan and have shunned all others.

Recently, by inadvertent oversight, 
Southern Baptist Home Missions re­
produced an ad with the words "RAISE 
MONEY FOR YOUR CHURCH" in 
the headline and giving a plan other 
than tithes and offerings for raising 
money in the church. Dozens of letters 
protesting that ad were received by 
the magazine. It was an error to run 
such an ad, not that it was an error in 
advertising the product, for the product 
is trustworthy, but the money-raising 
scheme is not in line with the policies of 
our magazine, our Board, or the stew­
ardship plan of Southern Baptists. It was 
almost worth the error to observe from 
the correspondence received from pas­
tors, laymen, and women that Southern 
Baptists arc alert to any violation of the 
scriptural plan of financing the king­
dom.

Congratulations to our readers! They 
read our ads. The ads arc for service 
to our constituency. They object when 
an ad is not the right kind; this helps us 
keep the right kind of advertising. They 
are alert to the.scriptural plan of tithing. 
My stewardship obligation can be ex­
pressed according to God's plan as J 
place my tithes and offerings in the 
treasury of the church of which 1 am 
a member.

God Moves Onward 
In Cuba

By Christine Garnett

Missionary at Camacho 
Santa Clara, Cuba

the projects are praying for the four 
who have not attended yet, and also for 
the four who are studying before being 
baptized. God is moving in hearts and 
lives.

This week we will organize the WMS 
and expect to have it an A-l society. 
The Sunday school is well organized, 
although small yet, and joining in the 
co-operative plan of the convention. The 
mission house where I live has been 
improved. The loved ones from Con- 
solacion del Sur, who had talked of 
building me a little’home when the Sun­
set Days should come, helped with the 
addition of a room which is my very 
own. I think they came to the conclusion 
that the real end would never come, be-

You would have thought that the 
little chapel at Camacho, Santa 

Clara, Cuba, was Solomon's Temple had 
you attended the dedication service in 
March. The dedicatory prayer by Dr. 
A. T. Bequer, president of our Cuban 
Baptist Convention, carried us straight 
to God carrying a “House of Prayer” 
in our hands.

The dedication sermon by a visiting 
pastor made the $ 1,087.OO-church look 
like a million-dollar place of worship 
and was the herald of God's triumphant 
march in the small community of Cama­
cho.

Six little girls in long dresses of varied 
colors gave thanks to God. to the 
"American friends," and to others. Then 
a large group of children joined them in 
a chorus. One of the girls gave from 
memory a most interesting combination 
of Bible verses on the "House of God.”

Two hundred forty-two people were 
hushed into silence for two hours as 
they looked and listened.

And now the small group of Baptists 
m our mission are paying the debt of 
a hundred dollars that we need to com­
plete the work. Did you ever give ’till 
it hurts? That is what they are doing, 
hut they had to “give themselves first.” 
As they give they speak of the love and 
prayers of the brothers and sisters in the 
States who made it all possible.

The chapel was erected with love 
gilts that came like lightning when 
friends knew that I was coming here to 
get this old mission organized into the 
Second baptist Church of Saqta Clara, 
and 1 had thought that I did not even 
hint for help when I wrote tnc letters. 
In three short months the house of wor­
ship is a reality, concrete, tiled floors, 
glass windows, platform, and all.

The seven Baptists of this community 
who love the Lord and co-operate in all

(Continued on Page 30)
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If the writer is competent of dis­
cernment, it is his belief that the non­
resident church membership problem 

provoked more concern than any other 
subject discussed before our recent 
Southern Baptist Convention in Hous­
ton. This concern was not limited to the 
interest manifested by the audience when 
the subject was discussed on the floor 
of the Convention. On every hand 
throughout the days of the Convention 
pastors sought opportunity to discuss the 
matter around the Convention hall, in 
hotel lobbies, and wherever opportunity 
afforded.

This is certainly as it should be. If a 
businessman discovered that forty per 
cent of his employees were doing noth­
ing toward contributing to the promo­
tion of his business, immediate and 
deflnite attention would be given them. 
That is exactly the situation concerning 
God’s business as it is promoted by 
Southern Baptists today. It is safe to say 
that forty per cent of the people whose 
names are on the rolls of Southern Bap­
tist churches today are not contributing 
anything to the cause of Christ.

A Preventative As Well As a 
Treatment Must Be Found

There is a reason for such heartbreak­
ing * losses of church members today. 
There are at least one and a half million 
non-resident metnbers, while a large 
percentage of resident members are just 

as inactive and impotent in service and 
giving as if they were non-resident.

An iron lung is a treatment for polio, 
and not a preventative. “Transfer 
Church Membership Week" is a treat­
ment and not a preventative for the non­
resident church membership problem. 
We thank God for the iron lung in the 
treatment of polio. We would be hard­
hearted ingrates toward God and 
humanity if we did not make fullest use 
of it. We thank God for the movement 
of “Transfer Church Membership 
Week." Thousands of lives of precious 
Baptists will be saved if we throw our­
selves into this effort of recovering them 
for the Master. But, at best, all methods 
of recovery are but a treatment and not 
a preventative.

What Is the Preventative?
It is a proper program of induction 

of new members into our churches. <Such 
a program, undoubtedly, can be found 
if we as pastors and leaders will set our­
selves to find iL God will help us. In 
him, infinite wisdom is found. There is 
no problem, too great for God and his 
children to overcome. We as a denomi­
nation are discovering and using with 
great effectiveness methods for winning 
the lost to Christ. In the past six years, 
2,036,264 persons have been baptized 
into Southern Baptist churches. With the 
Same zeal and determination applied to 
preventing' the loss of lives in the service 

of Christ as we manifest m winning 
souls, we can be as successful in saving 
lives as we are in winning souls.

The writer has been as guilty as any­
one in the slipshod and inadequate 
method of receiving people into our 
churches. There can be no improvement 
or change in God's plan of salvation. A 
public confession of Christ as Saviour 
is God’s own way to eternal life. But 
church membership is not involved in the 
salvation of the soul. One is the saving 
of the soul; the other has to do with 
the saving of the life.

A definite program for those who 
apply for membership in a church should 
be discovered by our Convention and 
recommended to the churches. Our 
churches are ready for such a program. 
Here are some suggestions for such a 
program which should be presented in 
book form:

First, make clear to the new member 
the meaning of a Christian experience, 
or the new birth. If the applicant has 
not experienced regeneration, he will 
discover it and rectify his mistake.

Second, teach the new member the 
meaning of church membership and 
what it involves. There should be a 
signed statement on the part of the 
applicant that when he moves to another 
community and it is not practical for 
him to return for worship in his present 
church, he will unite immediately with 
a church of his choice.

Third, there should be a chapter on 
the New Testament church, its ordi­
nances, and the meaning of the ordi­
nances. This will prevent the new mem­
ber from being swept by every wind of 
isms that blows.

Fourth, inform the new member con­
cerning the Southern Baptist dollar, 
what becomes of it, how it is divided 
among the causes fostered by Southern 
Baptists. This is something that two- 
thirds of our inactive members and non­
resident members know nothing" about. 
The marvelous work of Southern Bap­
tists in missions, evangelism, Christian 
education, benevolences, etc., is suffi­
cient to appeal to any redeemed soul for 
his enlistment. The world has appeals for 
many good causes. People want to give 
of their money and time to the best 
things in life. Those best things are 
what Southern Baptists are doing.

Fifth, there should be a study of the 
Church Covenant. This study would re­
veal to the new member Christian stand­
ards of living as taught in the New 
Testament. He would not have to guess 
at what a New Testament church con-

(Continued on Page 23)

,We 
Must 
Tell

Them
By Mrs. f. C. Branch

Missionary fa Indians 
Lakeside, Arizona

I stood on the porch of the little 
building where we hold services 

greeting the people as they descended 
from the crowded bus which Mr. Branch 
had just driven into the yard. Yes, there 
was Carolyn with her two baby bi others 
again. In my heart I prayed that God 
would especially make the child's heart 
glad this day.

Carolyn is about eleven years old. 
In her arms she carried her eighteen- 
month-old brother, while by the hand 
she led a four-year-old. All during the 
day she cared for the children, soothing 
them when they cried (which was often 
both at once), feeding them at the noon 
hour, lifting and carrying the big baby 
boy. Always, though, she managed to 
join in the singing.

On the bus going home, the baby 
nestled his dirty little face against her 
shoulder and slept. I took him from her 
tired arms and held him, which he 
would not have allowed me to do had 
he been awake. Soon she, too, was 
sleeping, her dark braids bumping 
against the back of the seat as the bus 
jolted along.

Why does Carolyn bring her baby 
brothers and mother them all day at 
church? As yet we do not know. Per­
haps the children have no mother, or 
perhaps she brings them that they, too, 
may have the noon meal. But most likely 
the parents arc drinking or have gone 
somewhere with others to drink, leaving 
Carolyn to care for the children. As the
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sleeping child stirred in my arms I 
thought of all the other “little mothers" 
on the reservation who are caring for 
little brothers and sisters while parents 
drink and fight.

The following day I stopped at a 
camp by the canyon, high above White 
River, where a little cabin stood near 
the wickiup. In one corner of the cabin, 
on a pile of blankets and quilts on the 
floor, lay a grey-haired grandmother 
whose dull, hopeless eyes spoke of 
patient suffering, of endless days and 
sleepless nights. For two years she has 
been helpless from broken bones that
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will not heal. She closed her eyes as I 
prayed, though she understood little of 
what I said. But she did not smile as she 
thanked me in Apache for the fruit I 
brought her. The pain-wracked face re­
mained expressionless.

Pray for us that soon we may bring 
a smile to her lips, that hope in Christ 
Jesus will brighten her eyes and bring 
peace to her soul.

Little children and aged grand­
mothers! Young and old, poor and rich, 
red and white, drunken mothers and 
fathers. Jesus loves all and died for all 
who sin. We musf tell them!
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Both Hands Are Free

S. e. grinstead, a native of Mont­
gomery County, Tennessee, and a 

layman of almost unlimited talents and 
abilities, began his work as Baptist Stu­
dent Union Secretary for all the Negro 
colleges in America on April 1. He was 
employed upon the recommendation of 
the secretaries of the publishing boards 
of the two major Negro Baptist con­
ventions of America and the Student 
Department of the Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. He 
is to serve under an advisory committee 
of the above agencies and in co-opera­
tion with the three conventions as an 
employee of the Home Mission Board.

Mr. Grinstead completed his high 
school work at A. and I. State Univer­
sity and later earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree from the same Univer­
sity. He received his Master's degree 
from Fisk University with a major in 
education. He has also done special 
work at Yale, Texas Christian Uni­
versity, and seminary work at Southern 
Bap’tist Theological Seminary. He 
served as teacher for twelve years 
and for seven • years he was cura­
tor of Negro collections in the

By* Harold D. Gregory

Superintendent of City Missions 
Nashville, Tennessee

library of Fisk University. While serving 
in the latter capacity he made a special 
contribution in the bibliographical com­
pilation of Negro writings. This work 
was favorably commented upon by the 
World Library Journal of London. He 
has also served as a faculty member of 
the Community School for Religious 
Work at Fisk.

He has served as Sunday school super­
intendent at Westwood Baptist Church 
of Nashville for over twenty years and 
has been active in his denomination as 
a faculty member of both the Sunday 
school and Training Union Congress. 
In addition to these things he has found 
time to serve in various civic enter­
prises and in particular as president of 
the Board of Directors of the South 
Street Center, a large settlement house.

He is married to the former Miss Kate 
Chilton of Hopkinsville, Kentucky. They 
have two children, a daughter Amelia 
Ann and a son S. E. Grinstead, Jr.

Mr. Grinstead was elected secretary 
for the Negro Baptist Student Union for 
the Nashville area when it was founded 
in 1945. In the eight years he has served 
he has been instrumental in establish­

ing Baptists Student Ur ion work on 
the campuses of the six Nashville schools 
of high learning where there arc more 
than 2,000 Negro Baptist students. In 
addition to the local work he has visited 
fifty-seven of the 110 Negro colleges of 
America and has succeeded in starting 
BSU work among Negroes in Georgia. 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
and Texas. This work was formally 
organized under his guidance into the 
National Baptist Student Union Conven­
tion and has functioned as such for the 
past eight years.

All of these things have been done 
while Mr. Grinstead served on a part- 
time basis—this includes securing an 
education and his teaching experience— 
because for twenty-three years he has 
served on the night shift as a mail clerk 
with the United States Postal Service 
and the other things have been done as 
extras. Mr. Grinstead has said at times 
he felt as if he were trying to do the 
thing upon which his heart was set with 
one hand tied behind him, and that 
was literally true. But since he has be­
gun BSU work on a full-time basis and

on a national scale, he says, "Now, both 
hands are free."

The crowning climax to his local 
service with us was consummated in the 
dedication of the first Baptist student 
center fdNNegroes in America on March 
27, 1953. This beautiful and well-plan­
ned structure, valued at more than 
$25,000.00, was erected on the main 
thoroughfare near Fisk, Meharry, and 
A. and I. State University, and served 
as host to the eighth annual Spring Re­
treat of the National Student Union

Cornerrtone laying far flrrf Bapfid dvdent center far £ 
Negro student, in Nashville, Tennessee.

S. £ Grindead, National Baptist Student Secretary for Negroer.

WELCOME TO
S. E. GRINSTEAD

By G. Kearnie Keegan
Secretary of BSU Work 

Southern Boplid Convention

The Baptist Student Union forces 
welcome into the ranks of fellow­
ship S. E. Grinstead, who will work 

with Negro Baptist students all across 
our nation.

His popularity has been evidenced 
in the fact that a number of state 
BSU secretaries have gladly assisted 
him in visiting Negro campuses. 
Some have aided in organizing BSU’s 
on these campuses.

The Home Mission Board is to be 
commended on this forward step in 
seeking to enlist Negro Baptist stu­
dents that they might have a sense of 
mission to their own people and be­
come trained leaders in their local 
cmurches.

It is my pleasure to serve as chair­
man of the advisory committee along 
with representatives from the two 
Negro Baptist conventions and Dr. 
Guy Bellamy, superintendent of the 
Department of Negro Work, in pro­
motion of this work.

Convention. There were thirty-four 
schools represented in the retreat with 
over 200 students present.

It has been my happy privilege to 
work rather closely with Brother Grin­
stead in initiating the work on a local 
level and perhaps in some smalt degree 
otherwise, and I have found him humble, 
consecrated, persistent, and practical in 
all of his achievements. I have a per­
sonal conviction that this movement 
holds more hope for the amelioration 
of our problems in the field of human 
relations than any other program in 
which we are engaged.

Yes, Brother Grinstead says, “Now, 
both hands are free," but he does not 
mean it like the boy who rides on a 
bike and says, “Watch, no hands!" No, 
since both his hands are free to tackle 
this most gigantic and challenging task, 
I know you will want to lend him your 
hands and your prayers to the end that 
the increasing number of trained young 
people whom he seeks to serve may re­
main true to the Baptist faith and mes­
sage, and that together we may glorify 
the Master of all men. If you will ar­
range a contact for him with a Negro 
school, college, or university near you, 
he will be happy to hear from you. His 
headquarters is: Baptist Student Center, 
2023 Jefferson Street, Nashville 8, 
Tennessee.
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Organizing Churches In Colorado
The church at Haswell, Colorado, held 
a revival at Sugar City, Colorado, and 
closed with fourteen ready to organize 
a mission. Since its organization the 
Haswell church has undergirded and 
assisted the new- mission by providing 
supply pastors each Sunday and neces- 

. sary literature.
Sugar City has 500 or more people 

with about another 400 living within 
five miles. Ordway, Colorado, is only 
five miles away with a population of 
1,500. The reason for organizing a mis­
sion in Sugar City instead of Ordway 
was because there is a conservative Bap­
tist church in Ordway and no Baptist 
church in Sugar City.

The people at Sugar City are very 
enthusiastic about their mission and we 
feel it will be a going church in a short 
time. We hope to organize the mission 
into a church soon.

The mission has averaged $25.00 a 
Sunday offering since its establishment. 
Some of the people are already tithing. 
We have been using the offerings to pay 
the supply pastor, but will set up a 
budget for the church when it is organ­
ized.

We are planning to hold a revival in 
Eads, Colorado, soon and will organize 
a mission or church there. There are 
several Southern Baptists living in and 
around Eads who are very interested 
in beginning Baptist work there. Eads 
has a population of about 1,100.

Lamar, Colorado, is next on the list 
after a church is established at Eads.

—Kenneth E. Roediger 
Missionary-Pastor 
Haswell, Colorado

Successful Revival at Sacaton
The revival at Sacaton was the most 
wonderful experience that has happened 
in our missionary career. Our people 
are still rejoicing. Seventy-six came for­

ward. Many were members •*. of the 
church who had never attended since we 
came here. Actually they were conver­
sions.

We had seventeen professions by 
those who had never made professions 
before. Ten joined the church by bap­
tism and eight were baptized. I am sure 
there will be more.

It is all going to be a great blessing 
to our work and to the Sacaton church. 
Our attendance averaged ninety-six, 
which is the highest we have ever had.

Most of our churches have had good 
spring revivals and all of thetn will 
have fall revivals. All will have Vaca­
tion Bible schools.

—Rev. and Mrs. C. F. Frazier 
Missionary to Indians 
Coolidge, Arizona

Missions in the Salad Bowl
Salinas, California, has the vigor of 
youth and a fine character of a city 
that has grown up with a glorious his­
torical background. It is truly a wonder­
ful place to live, work, and establish 
good Christian homes.

Salinas is an agricultural, commer­
cial, and financial hub of the great one- 
hundred-mile-long Salinas Valley, the 
salad bowl of the world. Salinas has a 
population of 17,500 with an additional 
50,000 persons residing in its immediate 
vicinity.

Salinas has ideal weather, warm 
enough for comfort and cool enough for 
enjoyment.

Agriculture is the basic and primary 
industry of the Salinas Valley and rep­
resents an annual production of more 
than $100,000,000.00. Its most impor­
tant crops are: lettuce, carrots, sugar 
beets, and beans. Tomatoes, celery, dry 
onions, broccoli, artichokes, and numer­
ous other vegetables are also grown.

There is a large Mexican community, 
and the Spanish population has grown 
within the last ten years. Every year 

the government engages thousands of 
nationals to harvest the crops. We be­
lieve that our Spanish-American Baptist 
church can do much spiritually for our 
people and to advance our relations with 
our neighbors.

We do appreciate your prayers for 
our work and every help that has been 
given with the purpose to save many 
souls for our Lord.

—Rev. David M. Cuevas
Missionary to Spanish-speaking 
Salinas, California

On the Cuban Field
On the night of April 19 we had our 
first baptism. Gisela Ponce, a young 

woman of sixteen years, asked for bap­
tism and requested to be baptised in 
Regia since she used to attend that 
church and is now studying with the 
pastor of Regia.

There were at least fifty who went 
in a body, afoot, and it made quite an 
impression on those who saw us pass. 
Some asked where the procession was 
going.

This and other evidences of success 
in the Lord’s work has got the devil on 
a rampage in this community. First, he 
entered the hearts of some of those who 
attend the mission and they got so 
peeved with two of the teachers (over 
nothing) that they went home. Most of 
them have returned since.

On Saturday morning there came a 
rap on the front door of the mission. 
The missionary and a woman visiting her 
both went to the door. There stood a 
fat lad of some twelve or fourteen years 
from the Catholic church and a ten-
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year-old boy of Chinese descent who had 
been attending the mission somewhat 
regularly. The elder of the two solemnly 
handed the missionary a New Testament 
saying: "This boy is returning to you 

Jhis New^Testament because he isn't 
coming to this church any more. He 
is a Catholic.”

The woman visiting (herself a Catho­
lic but not active) spoke impulsively : 
"Since when?”

“Since yesterday,” was the reply.
The missionary could only say: "That 

is all right,” as her heart sank within 
her. At that moment the little book 
seemed more precious to her than in 
all her life.

Progress In the Ranch Area
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"What Christianity is there in a 
church which denies her people the use 
of God’s Holy Word?” she thought.

That afternoon, during the recreation 
hour, the same ten-year-old boy re­
turned to the mission to invite our boys 
to their “doctrine” and said they were 
in a contest with us.

—Jewell Smith 
Missionary 
Havana, Cuba

1 his is the sixth revival in a row. These 
revivals have been in small churches 
in range and farm country. Four of the 
churches are progressive and growing, 
all with resident pastors. One church 
has had a hard time from its beginning 
about three years ago. A very few 
members, with some denominational 
aid and dauntless preacher boys from 
Grand Canyon College, arc paying the 

price to get Baptist work established at 
Mayer, Arizona.

The sixth is the mission at Ely, Ne­
vada, sponsored by the church at Provo, 
Utah, 230 miles east. The mission pastor 
and his wife are both employed, sustain­
ing themselves and the main support of 
the mission.

I would like to challenge strong 
churches in the East to allocate $5,000.- 
00 a year to send a preacher as their 
personal missionaries to these western 
towns and stay by the stuff.

Here is a trophy from the School of 
Missions in Mississippi last October. A 
letter just received from James Fancher, 
now of Portola, California, says: “The 

night you spoke I told my wife I felt 
strangely moved by the need of the 
West. Within two weeks I received an 
invitation to preach in a revival in 
California. We had twenty-nine addi­
tions to the church. They called me as 
pastor. I accepted and we came to the 
field January 18, 1953. Now we want 
you to preach in our revival in June.”

—Fred R. Barnes
Missionary to Ranchers 
Arizona and New Mexico

Class for Eskimos
Brother Tom Wiflock is ready and wait­
ing to start a Sunday school class for 
Eskimos who do not understand Eng­
lish. Brother Willock cannot read, but 
can retain all the help given on the les­
son and relay it to the people in Eskimo.

He conducted prayer meeting last 
night in Eskimo and from all reports 
was very effective.

We have found the Christian Eski­
mos to be as fine as can be found any­
where, but the lost stoop as low in sin 
as is humanly possible.

Rev. and Mrs. John Dickerson 
Missionary
Fairbanks, Alaska
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Religious Program

As Freedom Village opened to re­
ceive the first United States per­

sonnel repatriated on the morning of 
April 20, 1953,1 was one of the Protes­
tant chaplains standing by to offer the 
first religious opportunity for the men 
so recently liberated from Communist 
hands. In each line of processing tents a 
Protestant and Catholic chaplain were 
ready to meet the men. It was not known 
what to expect from the men. Were they 
so thoroughly indoctrinated that their 
faith had been destroyed? What would 
be their feeling toward religion? These 
questions loomed in our minds and the 
minds of the people of the world. As 
chaplains, we were standing by to give 
any comfort or encouragement we could.

Shortly after ten o'clock the first am­
bulances brought the first group of 
repatriates. They stepped forth in their 
new, baggy, quilted Communist uni­
forms and began the trip through the 
processing tents. The first man was 
Robert F. Philpott, Hogansville, Geor­
gia. His face brightened as I met him in 
the nourishment room, sipping the first 
coffee in months. We moved into the 
small chapel, and kneeling there before 
the altar, thanked God for his grace and 
deliverance.

My heart was thrilled as he began to 
tell me of the men and their small 
prayer meetings and services. This was 
the word we had been waiting for from 
the POW camps of North Korea. Phil­
pott was a Baptist, who had been active 
in the camp and hospital services. This 
amazing testimony was duplicated some 

18 

dozen times that first day. We, who had 
come to give, had received. One could 
not but burst forth with prayers of 
thanksgiving as these men poured out 
their hearts, deeply moved by the dream 
of freedom come true.

As Captain Upchurch, Army pho­
tographer, so aptly put it, “This is the 
real gate to freedom, freedom to wor­
ship God once more.”

From the interviews of the first four 
days we have glimpsed the religious 
life of Communist POW camps. It has 
not been easy for men to stand up for 
Christ under such adverse conditions.

Seemingly, there were no religious 
services in the early part of the captiv­
ity. Those coming back after thirty 
months of imprisonment state that only 
in the past eighteen months of im­
prisonment have they been allowed to 
hold services of any kind. In line with 
the gradual improvement of all camp 
conditions, men have been permitted to 
read their Testaments and sing old fami­
liar songs within their squads of nine 
men, so long as no denunciation of 
Communism was made.

Several camps were permitted to hold 
larger services on Christmas and Easter 
upon request of the men. Many men 
lost their Testaments when captured or 
in the hospitals. Most of those having 
Testaments left them behind for the men 
still in enemy hands. Each was given a 
New Testament during the course of our 
interview.

One of the most prized articles of the 
men from one camp were the lead 

crosses they had made from tooth paste 
tubes. As the first century Christian's 
used the sign of the fish to identify them­
selves, so these lads used the cross as 
the symbol of their faith, undaunted by 
the many indoctrination lectures.

The question has been asked, “Did 
the imprisonment seem to dull the reli­
gious fervor of the men?”

From my observation, the imprison­
ment tended to sharpen the fervor of 
the men. The apex of the emotional up­
lifting within my soul came as three men 
told of how they had found the Lord 
as their Saviour while in prison camp.

As we talked, the plan of salvation 
was brought out and these men openly 
professed their trust in Christ. They 
will join the church of their choice in 
their home towns. Letters have been 
written to the pastor of each church of 
their preference.

One chaplain, talking about field 
equipment, once said, “Give me my 
New Testament and my finger, that’s 
all the equipment I need." These men 
literally had just that.

It is a tribute to the church train­
ing of each that when in a strange land 
without the usual leadership of a clergy­
man, they carried out the work of the 
Lord themselves, dependent on none but 
Jesus Christ himself for strength and 
guidance.

The Spirit of God is not bound by 
battle lines or barbed wire fences, but 
dwells within the man wherever he goes. 
This is the secret of the strength of 
Christians in the grip of Communism.
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Oklahoma Baptists Help
Mexican Mission

By Rev. Carlos Pierson 

Missionary to Spanish speak,ng 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

God has indeed put upon the hearts 
of Oklahoma County Baptists the 

matter of Mexican missions. Would that 
other associations, where there are even 
greater numbers of Mexicans than in 
Oklahoma City, might catch a mission­
ary vision such as the Baptist people in 
this area have.

In 1946 this association was used of 
God to build a beautiful $23,000.00 
church of Spanish architecture for the 
Mexican Baptist people. This has been 
a great blessing to our work here. How 
our people do appreciate it!

Then the association, realizing the 
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need of a parsonage for our work, built 
a $7,500.00 three-bedroom home, which 
was finished in December of last year.

The WMU of the association, not to 
be outdone by what the association had 
done, donated for our work a brand new 
1953 station wagon.

How this missionary-pastor and his 
wife have rejoiced in seeing the mis­
sionary interest that this association has 
shown in Mexican work. We have work­
ed in mission fields and many of our 
missionaries are still working in fields, 
where the Anglo brethern have not 
learned to give from the bottom of their 
hearts. They have, perhaps, given things 
that were discarded and they could not 
use themselves, and then thought they 
were giving to the Lord, Oh that our 
people would wake up to the fact that 
we are not giving until we have given 
our best, whether it be in service, money, 
or gifts. God is not pleased with any­
thing unless it is our best.

How to Give
Give as you would if an angel awaited 
your gift at the door. Give as you would 
if tomorrow found you where giving 
is o’er.
Give as you would to the Master if you 
met his loving look. Give as you would 
of your substance if his hand the offer­
ing took.

THESE THINGS
REMAIN

By

Carlyle 
Marney

^astor, First Baptist 

Chilrch, Austin, Texas

Distinctive in form, unforgettable in spiritual 
power and impact, these ten messages will 
lay hold upon believer and seeker alike.

Here is sensitive awareness of the thoughts, 
emotions, and needs of people in all stations 
of fife—soldiers, legislators, down-and-outers, 
grocery clerks, students, housewives, busi­
nessmen. Here is the conviction that Jesus 
Christ is the answer to frustrated, aimless, 
hungry fives. Above all, here is forceful writ­
ing that communicates this conviction to 
others—making Christ real to all who read.

Mind and passion, historical insight and 
contemporary fervor, basic truth and im- 
agmative presentation-all combine in this 
unusual book to give new understanding of 
old truths and new power in proclaiming j 
them. 4

For every reader, here are thoughts to live 
by—a challenge to new allegiance to the 
eternal things of the spirit, the only “things 
that remain."

Contents
ARIA 9 The Gospel in Christ 

for Every Man

THESEJH^NQS REMAIN 
MUST WE LOOK FOXAanOTHER 

I NEED THVF LAMB 
THE DAYSPRING 

GOD'S STRONG HANDS

CHORUS 9 The Gospel in Christ 
for all Mankind

HIS ENEMIES UNDERSTOOD 
SEND THEM AWAY, LORI) 
ALL THE SONS OF EARTH

HERITAGE
IS THERE NO PEACE?

$2

Published by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press

ORDER FROM YOUR 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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Dr. Alfred Carpenter, director Chaplains Commis­
sion, Southern Baptist Convention, was evangelist 
at the preaching mission, Sampson Air Force Base, 

New York.

1,322
SERVICEMEN 
Decide For Christ

By Mildred Dunn

At a recent simultaneous preaching mission held at Sampson 
Air Force Base in New York, 1,322 decisions for Christ were 

made by the men who were stationed there for their basic training. 
According to Dr. Alfred Carpenter, director of the Chaplains Com­
mission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Wing Chaplain Aubrey 
C. Halsell led Jews, Catholics, and Protestants in a mighty move­
ment toward God.

Services for the Protestant and Baptist groups were held each day 
at noon in the large theatre where there was an average attendance 
of 1,750. The evehing services were in the chapel where an average 
of 675 persons attended. Reports indicate there was a total attend-

Crowds of servicemen crowd into the base theatre to hear the 
preaching of God's Word. More than a thousand decided 

for Christ.
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ancc at the Protestant services of 43,187, 
with 1,322 decisions for Christ of which 
704 were professions of faith and 618 
^dedications. The first Sunday of the 
meeting an offering for world relief was 
taken amounting to $2,278.36.

Preacher for the Protestant group 
was Dr. Carpenter and the song leader 
was Rev. Levy L. Cope, former chap­
lain. now pastor at East Lake Baptist 
( hurch, Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Dr. Carpenter pointed out that a

Male quartet furnishes special music 
for revival services.

complete job in preparing for the simul­
taneous preaching mission had been 
done before his arrival. He also stated 
that the men there at the Air Force base 
responded to the gospel the same as 
men in other walks of life. He was also 
impressed with the Christian airmen who 
were led by the Lord in prayer and per­
sonal work even more than when they 
were in civilian clothes. He felt that the 
revival was primarily the result of

months of preparation and prayer, re­
sulting in a sustained spiritual program 
over a period of time previous to the 
date of the mission.

Sampson Air Force Base is given to 
basic training and receives more than 
300 men daily. Its total personnel is 
approximately 25,000. Other Southern 
Baptist chaplains on the base besides 
Chaplain Halsell are Edward O’Neal 
and William Keen.

7 7953

A Book of Devotions for Families with 
Young Children .

Edited by Edward D. Staples
More than two hundred suggested devotions for usXv 
famihes wtlh young children, contributed by leaders in 
childrens work reachets. and parent—all’of y”o2 
S?ldS. 1,0 ■re i" “riring for young
copies SI006 P°g'’' S'nl!1' 35 I11r“

PRAYER TIME

CHILDREN’S PRAYERS 
By Lucy Gray Kendall

Illustrated by Sam Leach
Poet and artist have combined their talents 
to produce a reverent and charming book of 
?uayek-?i .prai8C which will "ing its way into 
the child heart. Designed for use by parent 
and child together. Attractively printed, sturd­
ily bound. 64 pages. Single copies, 35 cents. 
Ihree copies, $1.00.



Located in the center of the beauti­
ful city of Mountain Brook, the love­
liest of the suburbs of Birmingham, is 
the attractive Georgia-Colonial chapel 
of the Mountain Brook Baptist Church. 
Though this church has been in the first 
unit of its plant for just a little over two

years, it has already outgrown its quar­
ters and is completing plans to build 
another unit in the near future.

Dr. J. L. Aders, then with the Bap­
tist Home Mission Board, saw the pos­
sibilities of this growing suburb in 1944. 
Under his direction the church was

organized on September 10, 1944. The 
Home Board purchased property which 
it permitted the young congregation to 
use until the church was able to buy. 
By the time the church reached its 
second anniversary it had bought and 
paid for four acres on Montevallo Road, 
one of the choicest sites in the city. On 
this site the present plant was begun in 
October, 1949, and occupied in Janu­
ary, 1951.

There were fifty-one charter members 
of the congregation. By April 15, 1948 
the church had eighty-five members. 
The present membership is 329. The 
membership has almost doubled since 
the church occupied its present plant in 
January, 1951. The Sunday school has 
reached an enrollment of 426.

The church bought a pastor’s home 
in April, 1948, that is valued at $25,- 
000.00. The present unit of the church 
plant, with equipment and land, is 
valued at $170,000.00. This gives this 
young church a property and equip­
ment valuation of $195,000.00, on 
which the remaining mortgage is only 
$25,000.00. Most of this will be paid 
this year. In the past five years the 
total receipts of the church have ex­
ceeded $125,000.00.

When the church lot was acquired 
an architect was employed to draw, in 
association with the Architectural De­
partment of the Sunday School Board, 
an over-all plan that could be built in 
units. The completed plant will cost be­
tween $750,00.00 and a million dollars.

It u practiced by other denominations. 
It i» the method followed by Baptist 
churches in other nations. Some will say. 
The Ethiopian did not take a course of 

lessons before Philip baptized him." That 
is correct; neither was the thief on the 
cross baptized. Conditions prevented the 
proper carrying out of practical things 
in both cases. Southern Baptists are en­
gaged in the work of growing New 
Testament churches. We are duty bound 
to use methods that are the most ef­
fective in the work and the best to be

COME
BEFORE WINTER
by Carroll Vo at

The story of a brother and 
sister growing up in the turbu­
lent years between World Wars. 
Torn by emotional conflicts 
brought on by her brother’s 
refusal to face life, Dureth 
nevertheless becomes a suc­
cessful novelist and helps her 
brother mature. $3.75

FREE Mtn*r 
Making 

SAMPLE KIT!

•tocking, actual fabric*, and complete plan*. 
AMERICAN HOSIERY MILLS

Sample Stocking FREE!
Make spare-time money for your-

-elf this easy, pleasant way I Your 
friends will be delighted to order new 
k Ind lovely Nylon Hosiery and Ny la-Crepe 
Lingerie. Get your personal nylons with­
out paying a penny. It's easy and fun ... 
and requires no experience.
Fits Like "Made-to-Order" /

First unit of Mountain Brook Baptist Church, first property bought by 
Home Mission Board under the Extension Loan Fund.
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It is of Georgian-Colonial architecture 
to fit in with the community. Hundreds 
who have visited the building have ac­
claimed it as the most beautiful they have 
ever entered.

Three things have made possible the 
outstanding achievement of this congre­
gation faith, vision, and courage. 
Though located in a community that re­
veals only thirteen per cent of Baptist 
persuasion, it is believed that the Bap­
tist message will exercise a vital influence 
in the moral and spiritual life of the

city. Though in a community of young 
business and professional people who 
have many diversified interests to claim 
their time, yet a full program of Bap­
tist activities is being projected.

Rev. W. E. Waterhouse has been pas­
tor of the church for the past five years.

The present chapel is air-conditioned. 
Carillonic bells invite worshippers to 
the services. Good music is featured 
under the direction of Winfield W. 
Crawford, minister of music. The future 
of this church looks bright.

THE SAGE 
AND THE OLIVE 

by Florence WkitfioU Barton 

A record of persecution and perse­
verance in the 16th century. The 
story of Robert Estienne, royal 
printer and scholar—friend of 
John Calvin, foe of the Sorbonne 

and his struggle to bring about 
the Reformation in France. $3.75

NON-RESIDENT
(Continued from Page 12)

siders as right and wrong in regard to 
worldly pleasures.

Sixth, a chapter should be devoted 
cniirely to Christian living in the home 
and the proper literature for guidance 
in Bible study and prayer as it applies 
to family worship.

By all means, these lessons should be 
taught by the pastor if possible. He is, 
as a rule, the most capable person to 
deal with these subjects. It would give 
him opportunity to get acquainted 
with every new member of the church, 
•nd every new member of the church 
"PPortunity to get acquainted with the 
pastor. This class should be sponsored 
hy the Training Union of the church,

as the Training Union is the organiza­
tion founded in 1896 for the purpose of 
training in church membership. Al­
ready we have in great circulation a 
booklet with most of these lessons in it. 
its title is Your Life and Your Church 
by James Sullivan. A revision of the 
book is necessary.

Reception of Members Contingent 
On Their Taking Course 

of Lessons
The reception of new members into 

the church should be contingent on their 
taking the course of lessons. This is 
quite a departure from Southern Bap­
tist customs, but it is safe. It is practical.

THE IRANIAN 
by Elizabeth Patton Moaa 

"An absorbing picture of the life of 
Iran smountain tribesmen."-—/V. Y. 
Herald Tribune. $3 00
TEN THOUSAND 
TOM-TOMS by Jena Laracn 
*?®re at ,ast ** 8Omething from 
Africa which has not been doctored or 
falsified —illuminating . . . enter- 
Jaining,"—Inquirer. $3.50
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Gives

to 

Baptist 

Mission

By Richard S. Uejo

Missionary to Japanese 

Richmond, California

Supper was just over when we heard 
an apologetic knocking at our 

apartment door. Mrs. Uejo opened non­
chalantly for we are in the habit of 
hearing door knocks, especially this 
particular one.

And there stood Moriyama-no-obasan 
(Mrs. Moriyama), bowing and bowing, 
with too much courtesy to make me un­
comfortable. As usual she brought her 
greetings, smiles, thoughtfulness, and 
kindness in our humble apartment. Also, 
without failure, she always empties her 
laden hands apologetically for the “little” 
she does and goes with her heart filled 
with joy.

This particular evening she brought 
a container heaping with coins, which 
she had systematically saved.

In her late fifties, she yet labors in­
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The 501 pennies brought by Buddhist woman to Japanese Baptist Mission.

dustriously in a nearby plant nursery 
to help in the family expenses. Noting 
the good that is done at the Japanese 
Baptist Mission, she insisted that we re­
ceive the money for the boys and girls 
of the mission. Then in her characteris­
tic spirit of humility coupled with Jap­
anese courtesy, she left. She left, but 
she left something for the Lord’s cause. 
Yes, she emptied her laden hands, and 
left with her heart filled with an act of 
good deed.

We breathed a word of thanksgiving 
and joy unto the Lord. Then we count­
ed: one, two, three, and on and on; 
498, 499, 500! Yes, 500 pennies! Oh yes, 
to be exact, 501 meaningful pennies.

Turning to Mrs. Uejo I said, “I wish 
and pray every Southern Baptist Chris­
tian will give at the least 500 pennies 

over and above the tithe to the cause of 
missions!"

This is dynamic giving. If this is 
done the world will receive a spiritual 
upheaval from ungodliness to godli­
ness.

Moriyama-no-obasan did not give as 
a philantropist, not as charity, not care­
lessly for any cause as some do, not 
thoughtlessly, not with mere sense of 
duty, not to soothe her conscience, not 
in a Pharisaical way for public display; 
but she is always giving and helping be­
cause she likes to do it.

BUT she is a Buddhist. Sincerely and 
willingly she is always in the act of doing 
good, for that is her religion. What 
about you, dear reader? Does your faith 
exemplify the good works that glorify 
your Saviour?
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Reservation. The following January she 
gave her heart to Jesus. When she was Mrs. Emma Mackett.

baptized in the baptistry of the Baptist 
church at Sacaton, she gave this testi­
mony:

"I want to thank you, my Indian 
friends and my white friends, for loving 
me and bringing to me the love of Jesus.
I never knew there could be such won­
derful love. Thank you. Thank you.”

An example of Mrs. Mackett’s faith 
was seen when the adobe bricks were 
being made for the new Baptist church 
building at Sells. Accompanied by the 
jeers of hostile Indians, the laborers had 
made the adobes and laid them out to 
dry. Many were still flat on the ground, 
not stacked, when a torrent of rain came 
one night.

Mrs Mackett awoke suddenly be­
cause she remembered how that on pre­
vious occasions the water had run with 
great force down the hill and directly in 
the path where those adobes were lying. 
On her knees she asked God to spare 
those adobe bricks with which they 
wanted to build a house where the In­
dians could meet and worship him.

The next day the news of a miracle 
spread throughout the little village of 
Sells. While other stacks of adobes had 
been completely washed away, not a 
single Baptist brick was damaged. From 
that day many Papagos were more re­
ceptive to Southern Baptists and their 
workers.

The Baptist Home Mission Board ap-
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It was never too hot or too cold for her 
to accompany us over the reservation.

During this time we kept praying with 
Mrs. Mackett that her son Robert might 
surrender his life to Christ. The victory 
came one morning about two years ago 
when Robert came forward during our 
Sunday morning service and publicly 
confessed Christ as his personal Saviour.

Mrs. Mackett said just a few days be­
fore her death, “I know I have many 
Christian friends praying for me, but 
God has been so good to me. He has 
let me live to see my son saved and well 
founded in the faith. I am so tired and 
weary, and I am ready to go home when 
God is ready for me to go. My deep con­
cern and prayer is for my people who do 
not know Jesus in their hearts. I pray 
that they will hear the Word of God and 
be saved.”

Mrs. Mackett is missed by Indians 
and whites alike, but we thank God that 
her son Robert feels the call and has 
surrendered to help us carry the gospel 
to the Papagos. This was a great comfort 
to Mrs. Mackett in her last days here on 
earth. We shall do our best to see that 
her prayer and desire is fulfilled. |

pointed Mrs. Mackett as the interpreter 
for the missionaries March 1, 1947. 
During the five years we had the privi­
lege of working with her, I have never 
known a more faithful servant of God.
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Still Looking Forward
(Continued from Page 7)

large groups of Negroes to the polls 
and vote them in groups. He recalls a 
meeting in his father’s home when John 
was about eight years old. The white 
men were planning how to break up that 
practice. They decided to have two white 
men go to the polls the next day and 
place themselves in the midst of the 
Negro group and start a fight, each pull­
ing out a gun and starting to shoot. Just 
as they planned, the Negroes left in 
every direction and not a Negro vote was 
cast that day.

Laughing over the remembrance of 
that, he sobers as he says: “Equality 
has to be something attained, not forced. 
Negfbes are today attaining a certain 
degree of equality.”

One of his pet departments of work 
at the Home Mission Board through the 
years has been the Negro Department. 
He is enthusiastic about the Board's pro­
gram of educating the Negro preachers 
and religious leaders because he thinks 
that is the best way to help bring equali­
ty to the Negro.

Because there was no regular high 
school in his community he had to take 
a prep course in college and then enter 
on a special examination.

There was no surplus money in the 
home of his parents so he had to largely 
make his own way. When he went to 
college he had $18.00. When he received 
his A. B. degree he had $800.00 in the 
bank. He was fortunate during his col­
lege days to be called as pastor for 
several rural churches. In addition he 
held all the revival meetings he could 
get during the summers. Then, too, ex­
penses were not as much as they are 
now. He recalls that during his junior 

and senior years he lived at the best 
boarding house near the college, Mrs. 
Tatum’s Boarding House, and paid 
$12.50 per month.

It was dn a Saturday afternoon be­
fore the first Sunday in August, 1894, 
during a church conference, that he 
first surrendered to preach. Two weeks 
later he went to a community ten miles 
from his home to visit his uncle and at­
tend a revival meeting. The evangelist 
got sick and the young pastor asked 
John Lawrence to do the preaching. The 
preacher later admitted that when he 
asked him he was afraid he would not 
preach, but afterward was afraid he 
could not preach. Nevertheless, Law­
rence did accept and in that country 
church during the week he preached 
every night and there were sixty pro­
fessions of faith and one surrendered 
for the ministry.

Public speaking as well as reading 
and writing had interested him early in 
life. At Mississippi College, while he was 
a student there, it was customary for 
the junior and senior students to give 
original speeches in the chapel as part 
of their English assignment. During his 
senior year he was elected by the faculty 
to represent his school in an oratorical 
contest with other colleges. The contest 
was held in the Opera House at Natchez, 
Mississippi, and he won first place for 
which he received a medal which he 
still has. Second place went to L. P. 
Leavell. Dr. Lawrence spoke on, “A 
Problem For Democracy.”

He was married in 1900 to Miss Helen 
Alford and in 1901 was called to his 
first full-time pastorate at Greenwood, 
Mississippi, where he was pastor for al­

most four years. From there he went 
to Brownville, Tennessee, for two years; 
to Humbolt, Tennessee; to Coliseum 
Place Baptist Church in New Orleans; 
and then was elected secretary of mis­
sions for Louisiana in which capacity 
he served until he was called as pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of New 
Orleans where he served for three years 
before going to the First Baptist Church 
of Columbu*:, Mississippi. While in 
Louisiana he served three years as editor 
of the Baptist state paper.

It was while pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of New Orleans that he became 
active in getting some laws passed to 
clean up the city, particularly regarding 
the prohibition of the sale of liquor to 
minors, the closing of saloons on Sun­
day, and the prohibition of the sale of 
intoxicants in grocery stores. He ended 
up by being challenged to a duel by the 
city attorney, who took offense because 
Dr. Lawrence had indicated in his pulpit 
that he felt the laws were not being 
properly enforced. By the aid of threp 
of his deacons the matter was settled 
without bloodshed.

For six years, from 1920 to 1926, 
Dr. Lawrence served as pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Shawnee, Okla­
homa, and for four years of that time 
also as president of Oklahoma Baptist 
University.

He was secretary of missions in 
Mississippi during the Seventy-Five Mil­
lion Campaign and Mississippi was one 
of the first states to reach its quota. Al­
though Mississippi had never given 
$100,000.00 to missions in any one year, 
the goal was five million in five years. 
His last position before coming to the 
Home Mission Board was in Missouri 
where he served aS executive secretary 
of Missouri Baptists.

Since coming to the Home Board as 
its executive secretary in 1929, he says 
it has been mostly just hard work. He 
is, however, proud of the fact that he 
has been able to accomplish the three 
major goals he set himself at the begin­
ning. Those three things were: to pay 
the debt of the Board, to obtain a head­
quarters building, and to establish a 
worthy mission program. Now, as he 
approaches his retirement in December 
of this year, he feels he has adequately 
accomplished each of these goals. Help­
ing him during most of this time, first 
as secretary and since 1949 aS wife and 
secretary, has been the former Miss 
Helen Houston.

During his years as leader he has 
learned to meet opposition. He re­
members the time when he suggested

Southern Baptist Home Missions

that Southern Baptists put on a special 
campaign and wipe out the debt of the 
Foreign Mission Board. He was soundly 
sat upon. He says every editor in the 
Southern Baptist Convention jumped 
dqwn his thrj^t and completely squelch­
ed the idea.

When asked about recreation he in­
sists that he has never had a vacation. 
He declares he doesn't believe work 
hurts anyone, but rest might. However, 
through the years, no matter how bur­
densome the problems, he has practiced 
one thing. When he closed the door of 
his office in the evening he left all his 
problems there and would not even think 
about them until the next day. Most 
of the time he does some kind of physi­
cal labor after office hours. Usually he 
has a garden, and for the past ten years 
has owned a farm near Atlanta where 
he works and gardens. The farm he now 
owns has a lake stocked with fish and 
he likes to spend some of his Saturdays 
fishing. He declares he can’t keep idle, 
but must be doing something all the 
time.

And so he comes to his eightieth birth­
day with a record of being a great 
preacher, denominational leader, writer, 
and radio speaker; still a vigorous man, 
eager to continue doing even after his 
retirement in December.

Now Go To Church 
On Highway—Not By Boat

By Mrs. Antonie J. Naquin
Missionary to French 

L'lsle de Jean Charles 
। Montegut, Louisiana

I Isle de Jean Charles until recently 
was the mission field where all traveling 
to and from had to be by a motor boat. 
Hut since June 1952, the State of 
Louisiana made a road along the large 
canal which was dug through the prai­
rie marsh lands in 1950.

The people here, mostly fishermen, 
arc very happy about this road. One 
reason we missionaries and Christian 
people arc so happy is that now we 
can go to church at Point au Chien. 
I raveling time is not more than fifteen 
minutes now.

It Is also good to have a road when 
'here arc sick people who need to go to 

। doctor or when the ambulance is 
needed to bring sick people Jiomc.

The road also makes it possible for 
fruit trucks, meat trucks, gas trucks, 
md others to bring needed supplies to 

'uly, 1953

Popogo 
Partakes of 

Bread of Life
By Mn. Marvin Sorrals 

Missionary to Indians 

Sells, Arizona

Monday was a busy day in the mis­
sionary’s home as the people 

came by on their way to the trading post 
at Sells. They came by to say "hello” to 
the missionaries and to ask for clothing.

The last lady (Mrs. Wilson) who 
came had to wait for her son to come 
for her.

Brother Sorrels picked up the Bible 
and began to read and to explain the 
plan of salvation step by step to this 
Catholic friend, while the rest of us 
prayed.

She understood, and by the time the 
message was finished she was willing 
and ready to receive Christ as her per­
sonal Saviour.

Joy came into her heart as she ac­
cepted him who had said. “If any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live forever." 
We rejoiced with her that her hungry 
soul had been fed.

After she was further instructed from 
God's Word on the doctrines of bap­
tism and church membership, I said to 
her, “Now our souls have been fed, let 
us go to the dining room and feed our 
physical bodies.”

In the afternoon Mrs. Wilson went 
home with Jesus in her heart, a Bible in 
her hand, and a small box of clothing.

Her son and husband are not Chris­
tians. Pray for them.

The school children who attend our 
little mission school enjoy the thrill of 
sometimes riding to the store on the 
oyster trucks which pass late in the 
afternoon. Another thrill is on Sunday 
when a truck comes to take them to 
church and later to BTU.

Yes, some of the picturesqueness of 
this bayou community is gone, but many 
opportunities for development have 
come to the people.

ChrisW taios.l
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A Secretary
(Continued from Page 9)

lady of about medium height and stat­
ure. Her hair is black as midnight. So 
are her eyes, and sometimes stars 
twinkle in them. Her face is full but not 
oval, and the distinctive quality of her 
voice I had first noticed in our telephone 
conversation is rather enhanced by her 
slight but typical Spanish peculiarity of 
pronunciation.

It was apparent in this first interview 
that she knew nothing of the work she 
would have to do in the Atlanta office, 
but it was equally evident that she was 
quick to learn and could follow instruc­
tions. For four years she had not prac­
ticed typing. I asked her to type a few 
lines for me. She was very slow and 
deliberate, but her response under the 
nervous strain of the occasion seemed to 
me to indicate that with practice and a 
few weeks of coaching she would be able 
to do the work acceptably.

Frankly, I preferred to teach sec­
retarial duties to a person who knew 
Spanish and English rather than to teach 
Spanish and perhaps my personal brand 
of English to a person who knew sec­
retarial work.

Rosa began her work here on January 
5, 1953. All of us admired the courage 
she showed to give up her good job at 
home and go a thousand miles away 
from her own people to live among 
strangers and work at a strange job. I 
must confess that I still had some mis­
givings about the results of it all. How 
pleased I was to see that right away she 
won the friendship and sympathetic 
understanding of the whole office force. 
They set right in to help her learn her 
job, and she saw to it that no one had 
to give her the same instructions twice. 
So within four months, thanks to this 
remarkable example of co-operation, she 
became quite proficient.

Did it ever occur to you that bi­
lingual persons have more problems in 
spelling? For them the alphabet has two 
entirely different sets of sound values. 
Though many of the symbols are the 
same, you actually have distinct alpha­
bets. Rosa has not escaped this problem, 
but by keeping her Spanish and English 
dictionaries constantly at her elbow, she 
has quite satisfactorily conquered it. But 

you may be sure that when she makes 
an occasional mistake, it will be different 
than most of yours.

Perhaps you wonder what a secretary 
in the office of the Direct Missions De­
partment of the Home Mission Board 
would do. Each day she opens and reads 
the mail. She must decide what letters 
from the file her boss will need in order 
to give intelligent answers. Also, she 
must figure out just where the letters 
should be sent in order that they may 
intercept him quickly in his trips over 
the mission fields.

Her boss carries a dictating machine 
around with him so that he will not miss 
any opportunity to dictate more records 
and send them back for her to tran­
scribe. So first, last, and all in between 
she types letters, letters, and more let­
ters. When it is not letters, it is recom­
mendations for the Board meeting, or 
articles for publication.

Then there are the reports of all the 
500 missionaries of this department to 
be received, tabulated and filed. There 
are the pay checks to be mailed out. 
There is the filing to do and the phone 
to be answered. The mailing lists must 
be kept up to date and the changes of 
address furnished to the offices of the 
Woman's Missionary Union and other 
denominational agencies. Also all the 
actions of the Home Mission Board 
affecting this department have to be 
catalogued for reference.

But don’t feel sorry for Rosa. She 
enjoys it. She hums, whistles, and sings 
while she works. She feels that she is 
serving the Lord in this work just as 
certainly and just as much as if she 
were a missionary out on the mission 
field. And so she is. She shares the prob­
lems, disappointments, experiences, 
hopes, aims, and accomplishments of all 
the missionaries of her department. She 
is making a worthy contribution to the 
work of each of them, and she says that 
the fellowship in service with her fellow­
workers in the Home Mission Board 
headquarters is "wonderful.” Now she 
feels fully justified in the reason she 
first gave for accepting this work: “It 
will give me a better chance to serve 
the Lord."

How Long 

Must We 

Wait?
By S. T. Smith 

Missionary to French 

Golden Meadow, Louisiana

Southern Baptist Home Missions

dow was organized and soon all work 
in the first community ceased, leaving a 
number of members without any place 
to worship.

Rw years ago I began working in 
that community again and almost the 
first question asked me was "Preacher 
how long will it be before we can get 
someone to come to our community 
and preach the gospel to us and lead 
giving the necessary help for us to have 
a church?"

After five years I cannot help but 
L0NG?elf ,tlal SamC t|ues,ion: HOW

We are now trying to lease some 
property on which to construct a tem­
porary building that can be moved to a 
new location later if necessary. The 
work was carried on during the winter 
largely by students from New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. But again 
we face the question as to who will con­
tinue the mission through the summer 
when the seminary students are not 
here.

If I conduct the services this 
summer it will mean two more serv­
ices each Sunday to go with the four I 
already have, with more than 120 miles 
to drive to get to the services. Again the 
question how long will it be before help 
gets here?

At limes as I pray for strength and 
wisdom to carry on,, I find myself asking 
the Lord HOW LONG WILL IT BE 
BEFORE HELP COMES? How long 
will it be before some child of God will 
say "Here am I, send me.” Then the 
greatest question of all, HOW LONG 
WILL GODS PEOPLE REFUSE TO 
GIVE TO GOD WHAT IS HIS 
SO THAT THE LOST SOULS HERE 
AND ELSEWHERE WILL BE ABLE 
TO FEAST UPON THE WORD OF 
GOD?

Pray, let me join with the people in 
that community and ask: HOW LONG?

From time to time we are all prone 
to wonder about what is yet to come 
and try to gaze into the future. Espec­

ially is this true in mission work. As we 
pray, work, and strive to accomplish the 
will of God it sometimes seems im­
possible to make any headway. As I 
write these lines there are many things 
that keep creeping into my mind and I 
want to share with you some that mean 
so much to a missionary and to the 
people with whom he lives and works.

Prior to 1936, in a community in 
which we are now sponsoring a mission, 
a church existed. It was a Baptist church 
which was started by missionaries who 
went out without support from any 
board and with only the good wishes and 
prayers of their home churches. They 
labored long and hard, facing many 
hardships that we will never realize, 
pressing forward always, depending 
upon the Lord to supply their needs and 
to uphold their laborious efforts.

At that time Baptists in this part of 
the country were not as strong as they 
are now and because of that I find my- 
self trying to excuse the failure of the 
Baptists in this part of the country for 
not heeding the call of this struggling 
church, for not hearing the call of God 
to bring all the tithes into the store- 
“»use. that there might be meat in the 

Morehouse of God.
Baptists arc now much stronger in 

"umbers and churches and I am forced 
" adnjit, as I work day by day in this 
"ca, that even today after some twenty 
'ears, the church is not in operation but 
1 Ms,.s on|y as a mission. How it humbles 
my hear! to look upon that mission and 

know (hat more than a thousand 
i'rople live in that area.

1,1 1936 the church in Golden Mea­
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Southern Baptist Church
In Every Western State

With the recent establishing of South­
ern Baptist churches at Rapid, South 
Dakota, and Williston, North Dakota, 
every state west of Oklahoma and Texas 
now has at least one Southern Baptist 
church.

The Rapid, South Dakota church is 
affiliated with the Colorado Baptist 
association and the Williston, North 
Dakota church, with the Wyoming Bap­
tist Association. Both of these associa­
tions are affiliated with the Arizona 
Baptist Slate Convention.
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Doves in the Dust, by Perry F. Webb. 
Broadman Press. $1.50.

Perry F. Webb, of San Antonio, 
Texas, has been called upon to do al­
most everything Southern Baptists need 
done from preaching the Convention 
sermon to the work of committees and 
boards. In Doves in the Dust he offers 
his first book of sermons, gems of grace 
and gracefulness. The language is 
choice; the imagery is moving; the il­
lustrations are live. One of his sen­
tences lingered with me when I heard 
him prqpch the sermon, "We Have a 
Hope": “A religion that doesn’t look 
out, and go out, and help out is a re­
ligion that will soon be washed out!” 
The choice of topics is interesting: 
Doves in the Dust. Virtues of a Waste­
basket, We Have a Hope, A Preacher's 
Prayer. The Highway to Happiness, The 
Sin of Tolerance, Follow the Leader, 
Keep the Light Shining. What's in a 
Name?, Resurrection Reveries, Divine 
Providence, and When Jesus Comes. 
This volume deserves a place in the 
preacher's library.

The Ordination of Baptist Ministers. 
by Broadman Press, was prepared 
jointly by the faculties of Southern, 
Southwestern, and New Orleans Semi­
naries. It is a helpful brochure and 
should have wide circulation.

Meet the Presidents, by Porter Routh, 
(Broadman Press) is another brochure 
not marked in price but both brochures 
may be obtained through Baptist Book 
Stores. Meet the Presidents is a repro­
duction of articles appearing in the 
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger while 
Routh was editor and brought up to date 
through the administration of J. D. 
Grey. These terse biographical sketches 
give a picture of Southern Baptist life 
by the author’s depicting historical high­
lights during the adminstraton of each 
president.

The Carpenter's Method of Preach­
ing, by J. B. Deaver Cooke. The Sea­
board Press, Philadelphia. $2.95.

Dr. Cooke declares that the preacher s 
greatest problem is his preaching. In 
this volume he endeavors by the analogy 
of carpentry to describe effective sermon 
building. With Jesus as the carpenter 
and as the preacher using the carpenter,,’s 
method, the author suggests that the 
audience could be represented by a use­
ful block of wood, the preacher as ham­
mer, and the idea to be presented as a 
nail. The effectiveness in presenting ideas 
is illustrated by repeated blows of the 
hammer upon a single object, the nail 
(idea), driving the idea into useful re­
actions. The hammer is used to drive one 
nail. Repeated blows are struck upon the 
head of that single nail. The preacher to 
be effective must use the single idea 
method and the repeated blow of the 
hammer to make his preaching effective.

God Moves
Onward

(Continued on Page 11) 

cause I am doing the work of about 
six people now.

The house is at the side of the lot 
which is our property and the chapel is 
at the rear. You can imagine how that 
lot screams at me every time I see it, 
for it dreams as do I of a real church 
building there some day.

Rejoice with us that God is moving 
on, not only here in the mission of 
Camacho where I live, but in the large 
city church where I also work, and all 
over our Cuban Baptist territon The 
reports at the general convention in 
March proved that.

And while you rejoice, love us and 
pray for us.

Changes in 
Missionary 
Personnel

New Missionaries

Candal, S. A. and Mrs. (Italian), 716 
18th St., Ensley, Birmingham, Ala.

Hart, Gertrude (Negro Work), 850 N. 
Parish St., Jackson, Miss.

Heiney, F. Harold and Mrs. (Indian), 
Box 749, Univ. Sta., Shawnee, Okla.

Hubbs, Fred D. (Pioneer Program), 
15100 Kentfield, Detroit, Mich.

Mackett, Robert (Indian), Box 123, 
Sells, Ariz. •

Rodriguez, Mario (Spanish-speaking), 
BBI, Box 552, Lakeland, Fla.

Transfers

Moirissette, Jewell (Carver Center, New 
Orleans, to Negro Mission Center), 
1461 Fulton Dr., Mobile, Ala.

Changes of Address

Barry, Mrs. Emilia T. (Spanish-speak­
ing), 629 S. Ferris, Los Angeles 22, 
Calif.

Bloomer, Fred A. and Mrs. (Indian), 
Box 76, Ft. Cobb, Okla.

Cameron, Harold E. (Pioneer Pro­
gram), 273 S. Alfred St., Elgin, Ill.

Crews, L. W. and Mrs. (Indian), Box 
371, Chandler, Ariz.

Delaware, Robert (Indian), Rte. 2, 
Avery, Okla.

Department of Evangelism, 600 Fidelis 
Union Bldg., Dallas 1, Tex.

To the Men Who Want to PREACH BETTER
OU will find on amusing answer in thia naw mathod 

j o sermon. It is so simple, yet so ef-
‘„'**• A’ ,o”- h,re ’• «• Pion that showt­

ow to construct a sermon of uplifting power.
° objective of preaching.

Th| ,haf makes .armon. groat,
hi. is th. road to groat preaching!

•.mon, I, dMr

J.rmoai ba tod on

Roberts, Ray (Pioneer Program), 214 
Ludlow Bldg., 136 S. Ludlow St., Day­
ton, Ohio.

Smith, Jewell (Cuba), Apartado 3509, 
Havana

Smithson, Harold William (Spanish­
speaking), Box 104, Bernalillo, N. M.

Thompson, Mrs. L. Grace (Retired), 
525 N. Main St., Bolivar, Tenn.

Ussery, Dean and Mrs. (French), Rte. 
1, Box 126, Montegut, La.

Villarreal, Celso and Mrs. (Spanish­
speaking), 723 Edith, S. E., Albuquer­
que, N. M.

Resignations
Crowe, Max (Indian), Box 481, Flag­

staff, Ariz.

Dyess, Julian and Mrs. (Good Will 
Center), 2019 Gough St., Baltimore 
31, Md.

Kramer, Mrs. Hazel (Good Will Cen­
ter), 813 Elysian Fields Ave., New 
Orleans, La.

Medlock, A. A. (Rural Church Pro­
gram), 911 N. Division St., Salis­
bury, Md.

Queen, A. C. and Mrs. (Cuba), Zulueta 
502, Havana

Rodriguez, G. C. and Mrs. (Spanish­
speaking), Box 662, Carrizo Springs, 
Tex.

Ware, E. Whitford (Negro Work), Fla. 
Normal Industrial College, St. Augus­
tine, Fla.

Whitted, Wm. L. (Negro Work), Le­
land College, Baker, La.

Widick, Ruth (Good Will Center), 729 
Second St., New Orleans, La.

Deceased
Mackett, Mrs. Emma (Indian), Box 

123, Sells, Ariz.

proaching. It I. o concrote plan to giro proaching 
simplicity and power. Thl. is

Th. Canaster-, Smchi..
■y J. B. Deaver Cooke

"It Is a godsend to the man who has to 
^•••o for his sermons."—From . preVcher.

THE SEABOARD PRESS
.... M Mfgr. for the Prof onion
1443 N. Newkirk st., Dept. 25 Phila. 21, Pa.

thia mothod aro aolicitad.

fag CORRESPONDENCE 
------- BIBLE COURSE
No Cost nz-i. .NoObll- W " C9rr*»b^danto BIWo Coarse 
goNoos BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD 

161 Spring St., N. W. Atlanta, Ga.
STUDY YOUR B I B I I

baptistry 
In.t.nl.neou, CMjy«ier Heater 

rumlst... Hot W.„r to Church" Itehon. .„d
Meet Rooms
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HOME
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WEEK

RIDGECREST

A Week 

of Inspiration and 

Information

W. A. Criswell, 
Our Preacher

T. B. Lackey, 
Missionary Speaker


