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THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
1845-1953

By William Wright Barnes

Here is the full, vivid anil colorful story of Southern Baptists 
and their Southern Baptist Convention ... a story never told 
before. In IB graphic chapters Dr. Barnes tells of the creation of 
the Convention in 1845, and its years filled with interesting adventures, 
dangerous conflicts and astonishing achievements.

He reveals how Southern Baptists have grown from a mere hand­
ful to a host of eight million. He tells about the beginnings; about 
the struggles and privations of war; about the conflicts that created 
tensions; about the problems of expansion; and the answer to God's 
challenge to advance. Southern Baptists are the fastest-growing major 
denomination in America. His book discloses the reasons.

The author clarifies the reasons why Baptists voluntarily co­
operate in im|>ortant areas with other denominations, but at the same 
time arc prevented by their principles from joining the National 

tells how this co-operative body 
triumph over change, decay and

At last . . . and SOON . . . 
you'll be able to enjoy the full 
story of Southern Baptists. Mail 
the coupon for your copy today, 
and save. The prc-publication 
price of $3.25 is good only until 
January 12, the publication date.

of HOME MISSIONS
By J. B. Lawrence

or World Council of Churches. He 
has kept vigorously alive, and of its 
conflict.

Pre-publication Price, 

only $^25 
12, $3.75

These Men Read
" 'Dr. W. W. Bornes has prepared o super­
lative history of our Convention's life. 
The story gives evidence that he hos 
written from an overflowing source."

the Book and Gave Their Hearty Approval

Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary

" 'Know your church and your denomina­
tion!' is the Baptist imperative for every 
pastor, deacon, officer, teacher, and mem­
ber of our varied and ever-increasing 
constituency. Dr. Bornes gives us a factual 
basis for self-understanding, self-criticism, 
self-appreciation. His book is indispensa­
ble to the growth of on adequate leader­
ship."
—Gaines S. Dobbins, author and head cr 

Deportment of Church Administration 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

"Dr. Bornes hos written on able ond well- 
documented history of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention One sees how this co­
operative body hos, by the grace of God,

triumphed over change and decay and 
conflict, bearing a noble fruitage.”

—O. W. Taylor'
Tennessee Baptist Historian 
and former editor of The 
Baptist and Reflector

’This history provides an authentic, docu­
mented account of the development of 
the Convention ond its agencies. It treats 
the subject factually and philosophically 
giving 'who, when and where,' but also 
rwhy.' Every Southern Baptist should hove 
a copy."

—J. D. Grey, pastor 
First Baptist Church 
New Orleans. Louisiana

"Dr. Bornes, the one best qualified among 
us, has gone into original sources and hos 
given a very fine history of Southern Bap­
tists."

—Leo T. Crhmon, librarian 
Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary
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This book meets wonderfully well a need 
I have clearly seen from the time I began 
teaching Baptist history in Southern Sem­
inary eleven years ago. It will give the 
strength ond guidance of historical knowl­
edge to ministerial students, to pastors 
ond to toymen. Worm thanks to Professor 
Bornes ond to the Historical Commission "

—S. L. Steely, president 
Southeastern Baptist Theo­

logical Seminary

A fascinating story telling how well 
Southern Baptists hove fulfilled the high 
purpose adopted in 1845, ’To organize a 
plan for eliciting, combining, ond direct­
ing the energies of the Baptist denomina­
tion for the propagation of the Gospel

—£. C. Routh, author ond former 
editor of The Commission, The 
Baptist Standard, The Baptist 
Messenger
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Our spiritual fathers when they organized the 
Southern Baptist Convention provided for the wit­
ness of our churches both at home and abroad by creating 

two agencies—the Board of Domestic Missions and the 
Board of Foreign Missions. Through all the years these 
two agencies have served Southern Baptists in extending 
the kingdom at home and abroad.

It is possible here to touch only a few of the high points 
in the history of Southern Baptist home missions, but 
there is a story concerning the Home Mission Board and 
its work which has not yet been told—a story of struggle, 
sacrifice, heroic devotion, and victorious service—which 
our people need to know. Some day that story will be 
told in all its dramatic power, and when told our people 
will be thrilled with the wonderful achievements of this 
agency which has meant so much for the coming of the 
kingdom of God in the homeland.

The great changes which have marked the history of 
Southern Baptist home mission work give five very dis­
tinct periods: (1) Struggle and Triumph, 1845-1860; (2) 
War and Reconstruction, 1860-1882; (3) Vision and 
Growth, 1882-1903; (4) Expansion and Retreat, 1903- 
1929; and (5) Reorganization and Rehabilitation, 1929- 
1953.

Struggle and Development—1845-1860. .The Board 
of Domestic Missions was located at Marion, Alabama, 
because this was the largest church west of Georgia and 
cast of the Mississippi River. It faced, in its beginning, 
tremendous difficulties. The great majority of Baptists 
lived in the country. There were only about two thous­
and miles of railroad. Travel was slow, tedious, and 
expensive. It was difficult to get in touch with the 
churches and more difficult to raise money for missions, 
but the fields were white unto harvest and the Home 
Mission Board set itself vigorously to the task of evange­
lizing the homeland.

The period from 1836-1860 was one of great national 
expansion. Texas won her independence in 1836, and 
in 1845 was annexed to the United States. In 1848 the 
United States purchased a great area in the West includ­
ing California, Nevada. Utah, parts of Colorado, Arizona, 
and New Mexico. Gold was discovered in California in 
1848. and the gold rush followed. These movements 
greatly affected home missions.

War and Reconstruction—1860-1882. War is always 
tragic, but no people ever passed through a more de­
flating experience than the people of the South in the 
ivil War and the following years of reconstruction. 

\ftcr the war there was a long, dark period in which the

South was all but economically prostrate. Her political 
organizations were destroyed. The constitutions of her 
states were swept away by Federal power and military 
government established. Many of her noblest sons had 
fallen in battle and many of her wisest and best men 
were disfranchised and debarred from holding office. 
Aliens who came south plundered the treasuries of the 
states and bankrupted the credit of the South. To do 
mission work under such conditions was practically 
impossible.

During this period the Board of Domestic Missions 
went down into the valley of trial. Its receipts from the 
churches in 1880 were less than $20,000.00. It had 
fewer than forty missionaries. The Board, however, was 
not the only interest involved. The Southern Baptist 
Convention faced a crisis. In- 1879 there was serious 
talk of disbanding the Convention.

Vision and Growth—1882-1903. But out of this dis­
cussion came the movement to strengthen the Board and 
enlarge its work. In 1882 the Convention at Greenville, 
South Carolina, ordered the Board removed to Atlanta, 
Georgia, and instructed it to go into the whole Convention 
territory with a more vigorous appeal. Dr. I. T. Ticheno 
was elected corresponding secretary and by his ferverj 
zeal and eloquent appeal created a home mission con 
sciousness among Southern Baptists, 
ship the Home Mission Boad became 
and helped to save the Southern 
from disintegration.

Expansion and Retreat—1903-1929. The period from 
1903 to 1929 Witnessed many great changes in the South. 
The industrialization of the South had begun. The immi­
grants, long a problem in the North, had turned their 
faces toward the South and were coming in increasing 
numbers. The Negroes and the Spanish-and French- 
speaking Americans were claiming a larger interest in the 
missionary progam of Baptists.

Not only so, but the period from 1917 to 1928 was 
a period of unprecedented prosperity in the country and 
correspondingly a period of growth among Southern Bap­
tists. The membership of the churches increased from 
2,708,870 in 1917, to 3,823,334 in 1928. Over a million 
members were added during this ten-year period. There 
was also a very large increase in contributions. The 
Seventy-five Million Campaign was promoted, and the 
receipts of the Home Mission Board in the peak year 
of that campaign amounted to $1,289,489.70. With 
these increased receipts the Home Mission Board greatly 
expanded its work so that when the receipts began to
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(Continued from Page 3). 
decline, the Board commenced running 
in debt. In 1928, the Board reported to 
the Convention a debt of $1,617,992.44. 
And it was in the fall of that year that 
the defalcation of the treasurer of the 
Board for $909,466.00 was discovered. 
This added to the existing debt gave an 
indebtedness of $2,527,453.44. .

Reorganization and Rehabilitdtion— 
1929-1953. At the Convention in Mem­
phis in 1929, a new board was appoint­
ed, and at the annual meeting of the 
Board following the Convention a new 
administration was set up. It was then 
that I was elected. In making my deci­
sion to itcept the leadership of the 
Board there were several things that 
came into my consideration as challeng­
ing objectives. The principal of these 
were: (1) to pay the debt of the Board 
and save the integrity of Southern Bap­
tists; (2) to develop a constructive mis­
sion program as a challenge to the 
churches for support; (3) to make the 
Home Mission Board a unifying agency 
in denominational life; and (4) to se­
cure an adequate headquarters building 
as a permanent home for the Board.

I am happy to announce that these 
objectives have been reached. The debt 
has been paid, interest and principal, 
one hundred cents on the dollar; a com­
prehensive and challenging mission pro­
gram has been projected; the Board is 
furnishing to state mission boards a me­
dium of co-operation by which they can 
unite in kingdom undertakings of a Con­
vention-wide nature; and the headquar­
ters building—a million-dollar structure 
in the heart of downtown Atlanta—the 
net income of which will be approxi­
mately $55,000.00 a year besides the 
space occupied by the Home Mission 
Board, is a reality.

But the going through the years has 
not been easy. When the depression 
yawned, and out of the night of depleted 
resources the howling of creditor banks 
and the cry of disappointed bond-hold­
ers were raised because interest and 
principal payments were not made, the 
Home Mission Board bowed its head in 
humiliation and despair. No one outside 
of those on the inside can or will ever 

'know the intensity of the struggle and 
the pain of effort through which the 
Board passed during those awful years. 
Yes, the going was hard, but we learned 
then the meaning of Immanuel—God 
with us—for if he had not been with us 
we could never have gotten through.

We turn over to the incoming secre­
tary assets of incomparable value in the 
evangelization of the homeland. There 
is no debt. There are physical assets of 
over $3,000,000.00. But above all this 
there is a functioning organization man­
ned by devoted and competent men and 
women who Iovq the Lord. There are 
also over nine hundred missionaries 
working in hundreds of mission fields.

No board has ever had a more com­
petent, efficient, devoted, consecrated 
group of workers than the faithful men 
and women who constitute the Home 
Board personnel. I can, after years of 
service with them, commend them with 
the highest degree of praise to Southern 
Baptists. And, let me add, no words bf 
praise that I have arc adequate—they 
simply fall back like exploded vessels— 
to express my appreciation of Courts 
Redford, the incoming secretary. After 
years of service with him I can say he 
is tops. And that goes for all the rest.

.Southern Baptists have as their objec­
tive the evangelization of the whole 
world. For this task wc must have mo­
tive, money, and men. Our churches 
and our people must be inspired to go 
into all the world with the gospel. The 
treasuries of our agencies must be sup­
plied with sufficient funds to send out 
the workers whom the Lord shall call 
into the various mission fields. The very 
best of our young people with the very 
best training that we arc able to give 
them in our colleges and seminaries 
must answer the call of Christ and dedi­
cate themselves to the task of preaching 
the gospel to those who do not have it 
at home and abroad.

Motive, money, and men arc pro­
duced as the fruit of the denominational 
life, but in order for that fruit to be de­
veloped there must be the evangeliza­
tion and mobilization of the forces in 
the homeland. The Home Mission 
Board has ever acted in that capacity.

Its slogan has been, and is, "The Mak­
ing and Baptizing of Disciples and the 
Mobilization of the Baptized for World 
Conquest for Christ." To this end it will 
continue to “Trust the Lord and tell the 
people.”

Free-----
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Behind the Arctic Circle
Southern Baptists are now at work be­

hind the Arctic Circle. The Home Mis­
sion Board recently purchased property 
in the little village of Kotzebue, Alaska, 
and Rev. Dick Miller has been sent 
there as pastor. It is Southern Baptists' 
most northernmost work. The property 
purchased was a former store building 
which has been remodeled to provide 
living quarters for the missionary as 
well as quarters for the church.

At the end of his first six weeks there 
Brother Miller wrote: “God has won- 
derously blessed the beginning of our 
Baptist work in Kotzebue. Six of the 
eight known Baptists in this arctic vil­
lage have transferred their church let­
ters to our mission. An elderly Eskimo, 
Mrs. Fredo Goodwin, has confessed 
Christ as Saviour and asked to be bap­
tized as Jesus was baptized. Since there 
is no baptistry in this village and the 
water in.the small lakes is very cold, it 
will be necessary to wait until next sum­
mer or until we can build a baptistry."

Missionary on Leave
Miss Ruth O'Dell, Home Board mis­

sionary in Havana, Cuba, is spending a 
six months’ leave of absence in the States 
due to ill health. After receiving treat­
ment in the Southern Baptist Hospital in 
New Orleans, she expects to rest at her 
home in Missouri.

New Hoad for Joint Committee 
On Public Affairs

C. Emanuel Carlson of St. Paul, Min­
nesota, a native of Canada, has been 
named executive director of the Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs. He will 
replace Dr. J. M. Dawson who has re­
tired.

Dr. Carlson’s career has been closely 
connected with the development of Beth­
el College in St. Paul. He is said to have 
unusual administrative leadership and 
outstanding scholastic ability. He is 
1 member of the General Conference 
Baptists.

Advisors for Negro Brethren
Dr. J. H. Jackson, pastor of the Oli- 

et Baptist Church and president of the 
National Baptist Convention, Inc., has 

asked Dr. C. E. Matthews and Dr. Guy 
Bellamy to become members of the 
committee on evangelism of the Na­
tional Baptist Convention. They will 
serve in an advisory capacity.

New Negro Worker
Rev. W. C. Trotter of Chicago, Illi­

nois, a member of the National Baptist 
Convention, Inc., has been selected to 
serve as the secretary of evangelism for 
Negroes. He will be jointly supported by 
the Home Mission Board of the South­
ern Baptist Convention and the National 
Baptist Convention, Inc. He will work 
in connection with Dr. C. E. Matthews, 
secretary of evangelism of the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

New Head for Foreign Board
Dr. Baker James Cauthen, secretary 

for the Orient for the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion since 1945, has been elected execu­
tive secretary of the Board. This posi­
tion was left vacant several months ago 
by the untimely death of Dr. M. Theron 
Rankin.

Dr. Cauthern was appointed in 1939 
as a missionary to China where he en­
gaged in evangelistic work. He is a 
graduate of Baylor University and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary.

He served as pastor of rural churches 
from 1926 until 1933 while studying 
in college and seminary. From 1933 
until 1939, he was pastor of the Poly­
technic Baptist Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas, and from 1935 until 1939 served 
as acting professor of Missions in South­
western Seminary.

790 Milos to Pastors' Institute
One of the fifteen preachers attending 

the second Mexican Pastors’ Institute in 
the Gulf Coast area, held at Galveston, 
Texas, traveled 790 miles in five days 
from his home in Angleton.

Alayman, M. Jaques, who worked 
from twelve midnight to eight o’clock in 
the morning in Texas City, drove to 
Galveston each morning and attended 
classes daily through 3:30 P. M. and 
services at night from eight to nine.

Dr. Harold L. Fickett, pastor of First

Baptist Church, Galveston, Dr. L. D. 
Wood, Spanish Baptist Missions Co-or­
dinator, and Rev. Isaac V. Perez of San 
Antonio were conference leaders. Rev. 
R. A. Hernandez was host pastor. The 
next institute will be In March, 1954.

New Indian Work
The Indian churches have raised ap­

proximately $2,000.00 to apply on the 
salary of a missionary couple to open 
new work among the Indians at White 
Rock, Utah. The Home Mission Board 
has appropriated $1,000.00 toward the 
purchase of a building to be used in 
opening this work.

Panama Missionaries 
Now In California

Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Wolfe and 
family, formerly missionaries of the 
Home Mission Board in Panama, are 
now located in southern California 
where they will work among the Span­
ish-speaking people. At present they are 
located in San Diego.

In writing about their work they said, 
“There is a tremendous amount of work 
to be done here among the Spanish. We 
expect to spend some time in survey 
work to determine the best place to staa| 
a work. We are also doing some BiblV 
distribution work and preaching in Span­
ish and also English.

“There is a pioneer spirit about Bap­
tist work to be done hefe whi&h is going 
to make it very enjoyable, nhere are 
many areas without any churchei or tes­
timony at all. Pray that we might truly 
know his will as to where he would have 
us establish a church in this needy area.”

To Have New Building
Baptists at the Eastchester Baptist 

Church in Anchorage, Alaska are com­
ing along with their new building which 
will include a baptistry, choir loft, li­
brary, pastor’s study, nursery, seven 
class rooms, and an auditorium that will 
seat 175 people. They have also bought 
a new furnace. Much of the work has 
been done by volunteer laborers from 
among the membership. These men 
worked at night from 7:00 to 10:00 
p.m.

Pastor of this church is Rev. John 
C. Denton.
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By G. Frank Garrison 
President Home Mission Board

Horn* Board Photos

Dr. Lawrence leaves for his office.

6 Southern Baptist Home Mission

A Workman Who Needeth 
Not To Be Ashamed"

Dr. J. B. Lawrence has been a working executive. For 
twenty-two of the twenty-four years he has been ex­

ecutive secretary-treasurer of the Home Mission Board, it 
has been my happy privilege to have intimate association 
with him. When he came, he came to a difficult task. The 
Board owed approximately $2,000,000.00, which few peo­
ple saw any chance for it to pay. Its mission work had been 
reduced to a minimum. It had a mere shadow of an organi­
zation. It did business in small, rented quarters. It had no 
house organ (or magazine). Dr. Lawrence set his heart and 
his hands to the task of doing something about all of these 
things.

For the first several years the debt hung about the 
Board's proverbial neck like a millstone. Every time a pro­
gram was suggested, the debt was absorbing so large a part 
of our income that it blocked the way to progress. I remem-

to their tasks. Dr. Lawrence can be just­
ly proud of the mission program and 
organization which he leaves to the ad­
ministration of other hands.

The debt having been paid, the mis­
sion-program Mking been expanded, Dr. 
Lawrence recommended to the Board 
that a home be provided. We now have 
a headquarters building which is mod­
ern and adequate in every respect. 
Again the vision and workmanship of 
Dr. Lawrence has paid off.

Dr. Lawrence's slogan has been 
“Trust the Lord and Tell the People.” 
In order to effectively tell the people, 
Southern Baptist Home Missions has 
now been in circulation for twenty-four 
years. The editor h$s been J. B. Lawr­
ence, and his contribution to the pages 
of the magazine have represented a 
great deal of painstaking work.

I have known few men in my life who 
have been as devoted to their task as 
has Dr. Lawrence.

Reading and studying has always been one of his 
favorite pastimes.

A Man of Many 
Gifts

By C. E. Matthews
Secretary, Department of Evangelism

I consider it a very personal privilege 
to pay tribute to Dr. J. B. Lawrence, re­
tiring executive secretary of the Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. I have known Dr. Lawr­
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ence all these years that I have been a 
preacher of the gospel, but I have 
known him intimately the seven years 
of my connection with the Home Mis­
sion Board.

It is my belief that he is the “last of 
the Mohicans,” namely that generation 
of Baptist leaders whose shadows will 
extend across the centuries until time is 
not measured by days. He is by nature 
and by grace endowed with genuine 
gifts of a theologian, a pulpiteer, d 
statesman, an educator, an evangelist, 
and an executive. Few if any men in 
our day of specialization have developed 
more than one of the above gifts. Dr. 
Lawrence is a specialist in every one of 
them. God endowed him with a creative 
mind. Only eternity will'reveal the many 
programs now in effect in Southern Bap­
tist work that either originated with 
him or were made possible by the con­
tribution of his genius.

Dr. Lawrence is possessed with a 
positive nature. He had to be in order 
to rescue the Home Mission Board from 
an apparent doom of debt and set it on 
a sound economic and spiritual footing. 
It is the writer’s belief that Dr. J. B 
Lawrence has accomplished more in 
promoting Southern Baptist work in the 
past ten years than any other living 
person. He is a physical and an intel­
lectual marvel. One of the greatest ser­
mons ever preached on the Ridgecrest 
Assembly grounds was delivered by Dr. 
Lawrence on Sunday, August 16, 1953.

LUNCHEON HONORING 
DR. LAWRENCE

On Thursday at noon, December 3, 
doting the annual meeting of the Home 
Mission Board, a luncheon In the Dixie 
Ballroom of the Henry Grady Hotel will 
honor retiring secretary Dr. J. B. Law­
rence. The banquet room will seat 350 
people and the Board is inviting numerous 
guests for the tribute festivities.

A special committee appointed at the 
semi-annual meeting of the Board at 
Ridgecrest in August has completed its 

plans for the luncheon and the adminis­
trative committee of the Board has ap­
proved the recommendations already sub­
mitted. Dr. E. B. Shivers, pastor of the 
Inmao Park Baptist Church, Atlanta, Is 
chairman of the committee and is assisted 
by D. H. Hall, Jr., Mrs. Carlton W. Binns, 

Mrs. Clinton H. Whetstone, and Frank 
Garrison, of Atlanta, J. C. Wilkinson, of 
Athens, and Claude Ammerman, of Troy, 
Alabama.

In my judgment he is the greatest gos­
pel preacher heard regularly over the 
radio today. He is.a prolific writer. His 
written messages will match any in the 
field of religion today.

During my years as Secretary of 
Evangelism for the Home Board, Dr. 
Lawrence has been my chief advisor.and 
the most enthusiastic supporter of the 

(Continued on Page 28)

ber one day during an annual meeting when bank creditors 
were present in profusion. One banker, who knew little 
about Baptists and their insistence upon basic honesty in 
matters of debt payment, stood up in the meeting and said 
defiantly, “ You gentlemen are just doing some wishful 
thinking. As I view the situation, you will never be able 
to pay your debts.”

Before he could utter another word, Dr. Lawrence was 
cn his feet, and with an index finger pointed at the banker 
he said, “My brother, you simply do not know Baptists— 
Baptists are inherently honest, and all in the world that we 
arc asking for is time, and if you will give us time, not one 
of you will ever lose a dollar of either principal or interest.” 
Dr. Lawrence had been so positive in his position that the 
banker had scarcely another word to say. The Board got 
the time it had asked for, and by 1943 every cent of the 
debt had been paid, thanks to the workmanship and lead­
ership of Dr. Lawrence.

As soon as the debt was paid, under Dr. Lawrence s 
leadership the Board began as rapidly as possible to expand 
its mission program. Not only was direct mission work 
expanded, but we entered the field of city missions, rural 
missions, and western missions. The expanded mission pro­
gram called for increased administrative personnel. One 
one, Dr. Lawrence has selected the men who have been 
called to head the Board's several departments of work 
and without exception they have been capable and faithful Dr. Lawrence loves to go to his farm near Atlanta and fish or just relax in the beauties of the out-of-doors.



What means the most to us on 
Christmas? To me it is not the 
star, the shepherds, the wise men, the 

manger, white silver bells, Christmas 
trees, or expensive gifts. They are good, 
but not the best. The things that mean 
the most are that profound feeling of 
friendliness, that attitude of deep con­
cern for the needy, that gracious man­
ner of unselfishness through giving, and 
above all that Christlike spirit of affec­
tion and good will to strangers and to 
people of all nations.

It’s not so much the material things, 
although having them brings us cheer 
and joy. There is so much more in the 
fruits of the spirit which creates eternal 
value and real satisfaction in our heart. 
To eat a big turkey dinner and gather 
around the beautiful tree singing “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” is altogether lovely. 
After all, Christmas is a family day. Yet, 
we will create for ourselves a much 
sweeter and happier Christmas if we 
visit a family in which the father got 
drunk and forgot to buy a promised gift 
for bis child. The tears of that child 
could be turned into laughter with just 
a simple toy and a Christmas story. It 
is only then we truly sing in our hearts.

“Joy to the World, the Lord is Come.”
Is there peace on earth? There is no 

peace on earth in a world filled with 
strife, hatred, suspicion, fear and jeal­
ousy among nations, social groups, and 
individuals. Many nations and indi­

Young people of the Chinese Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas, present "Christ 
mas By Candlelight." One hundred and sixty-two Chinese crowded into the little 

church Christmas Day, 1952, to hear this program.

viduals are critically ill. All must make 
room in their hearts for Jesus. Millions 
of people are struggling daily in need of 
good roads, modern industries, mass 
education, improvement of rural life, 
development of science, training of 

technicians, readjustment of economic 
conditions, a good program of public 
health, development of co-operatives and 
world trade on a mutually beneficial 
basis.

There will be no permanent attain­
ment of thcs^oals unless Christ directs 
their efforts. There is only one best 
formula for a real solution — Christ is 
the answer. There will not be a perma­
nent peace on earth until people in edu­
cation, law, business, government, labor 
unions, farming, and every walk of life 
start to think less of self and to live more 
for Christ.

How can we hope for peace? Dr. For­
rest Frcazor, executive secretary of the 
Texas Baptist General Convention, who 
spoke at the annual San Antonio Baptist 
Association this year, put it very well 
when he said, “The world must recog­
nize God is not a luxury. He is a neces­
sity.”

Is there a real possibility for perma­
nent peace on earth? Christmas is a 
time when love seems to be more real 
than at any other time on the calendar. 
Christmas centers around the most won­
derful gift of all, God’s gift of himself. 
God came down to earth in Jesus. To 
Christians, Christmas brings a great hope 
like a new life ushered into the world. 
Today millions in the Orient desire to 
knock at the door of Christ for his way 
of life. Peace will not be bom of politi­
cal, economic, or social theories. Peace 
can be won only through the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and its application to our 
everyday life.

In 1944 my father’s three-story house 
in Shanghai, China, was destroyed by 
the Japanese soldiers who set fire to it 
because they needed a vacant lot to keep 
their horses. In 1945 a group of Christ­
ians in Shanghai elected me to serve as 
the director for a Christmas program 
for 3,000 Japanese prisoners of war. We 
presented these lonely, defeated, and 
homesick prisoners a very enjoyable 
program of music, dinner, movie, gifts, 
and above all a warm message of real 
hope in Jesus Christ. We distributed 
L000 copies of the four Gospels telling 
the life of Jesus. Over 1,500 of them 
took these Gospels as their daily spiritual 
diet. Many discovered, for the first time 
m their lives, comfort, security, and 
peace in the Word of God. Once they 
were my enemies. Now we arc all 
itiends. It is made possible only by the 
transforming power of Jesus Christ 
working in the hearts of all sinners.

In 1952, on Christmas Day, the Chin- 
' 'c had a wonderful and blessed time 
' the Chinese Baptist Church in San

Antonio. Texas. By 7:00 D.m. the chapel 
was filled with people. Every seat was 
taken. The mothers’ Sunday school class 
sang the Christmas carols in Chinese 
in contrast to many Chinese women who 
know nothing about a living God but 
only of Buddhism, ancestor worship, 
and superstitions. The men’s class gave 
a religious play telling the story of a 
businessman who changed his love of 
money to a burning love of God after 
accepting Jesus Christ into his life. The 
Young People’s organization presented 
“Christmas by Candlelight” through 
choir singing and Scripture reading and 
broadcasting the glad tidings of the 
birth of Jesus. The most meaningful 
part of the program was given by ten 
children. These girls were dressed in 
beautiful and colorful costumes. Five 
girls represented America, Belgium, 
Denmark, Hawaii, and Italy. Five girls 
represented China, India, Japan, Korea, 
and the Philippines. Each girl represent­
ed a country where there is a remark­
able challenge because of the opportun­
ity to win a large number of people to

Christ, the Prince of Peace. As these 
girls joined hands with one another, they 
reminded the people “O Come, Let Us 
Worship Him, O Come Let Us Worship 
Him, O Come Let Us Worship Him, 
Christ the Lord.”

Is it only an ideal or a possible reality 
to work for world peace? In 1947, at 
Oslo, Norway, I attended the second 
World Conference of Christian Youth. 
One of the major objectives of that con­
ference was to get 1,200 youth leaders, 
who were there to represent seventy 
countries around the world, to witness 
together that “Jesus Christ is Lord.”

God was indeed the Lord cf all at 
that conference. On one occasion, which 
we called “International Friendship 
Night,” we had a three-hour program of 
Christian fellowship with music, Bible 
readings and prayers. As an illustration, 
let me tell you of this experience to show 
how these 1,200 young people from the 
entirely different background of seven­
ty countries discovered together that it 
is possible to bring happiness, joy, and 
peace to people everywhere. This ex- 
ncrience helns us to know that world 
peace is possible. There is one vital con­
dition — wc fnust ail recognize and 
prove Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour 
and then witness for him. To further 

illustrate the joy and fellowship shared 
in the above mentioned program, allow 
me to tell you a little of what happened.

Two girls and three boys from Greece 
dressed in black-and-white-satin shirts 
and red-and-blue slacks sang a quartet 
while a boy beat the drum. Three jolly 
fellows from Germany sang a German 
folk song as they accompanied them­
selves with the clapping of hands. A 
handsome man from Sweden, dressed in 
a tuxedo; played an, interesting musical 
instrument under red-and-green spot 
lights and four girls from the Philippines 
sang folk songs.

Two hundred and fifty American 
youth received warm applause as they 
sang “Home on the Range.” (It became 
the most popular song in the conference 
after they introduced it so well.) Then 
a Negro youth sang two spirituals.

One young woman and three young 
men from Africa brought loads of 
laughter to the audience as they sang a 
song with only two sounds, “Shoo 
Loon,” but they repeated them in well- 
pitched and harmonized voices.

There were twenty-five young men 
and women who traveled directly from 
China to Europe for this conference. We 
sang two folk songs in the Chinese 
language and in typical Oriental melody. 
One was “Farmers in the Field” and the 
other was “Arise and Build.” The audi­
ence of 2,000 gave their warm applause 
as a token of appreciation.

England, Egypt, Hungary, India, and 
Korea were among the other nineteen, 
countries which participated in the pr<a| 
gram. Before the night was over, 2,OoH 
young people lifted up their voices to 
sing “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name,” a name that is above all names, 
and a name which saves people from 
their sins.

The purpose of tMTXn(ernational 
Christian Friendship-Night to pre­
sent a real challenge to the world that 
people must extend their hands around 
the world through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in Christian fellowship and service.

Christmas makes us> thankful to God 
from whom all blessings flow. Christ­
mas makes us realize that Christ is the 
same yesterday, and today, and forever. 
Christmas makes us humble in God’s 
holy presence as wc learn his love is 
everlasting. Let me dedicate this Chinese 
song in this Christmas of 1953, to all 
who pledge their lives to crown Jesus as 
the Lord of all.

"Let us with a gladsome mind
Praise the Lord for He is kind;

For His mercies shall endure, 
Ever so faithful, ever so sure”

8 Southern Baptist Home Mission*: 'ceniber, 1953 9
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CnrUtmai
By George D. Hook

Former Missionary to Indians 

Farmington, New Mexico

Christmas at an Indian mission is 
always an interesting time, even if 

it has its difficulties. In Navajo land this 
is especially true. Many of the Indians 
make a mental schedule of all the Christ­
mas program dates at all the missions in 
their district, and will load the family 
in the old pickup or wagon and attend 
every one of them if possible. It has been 
said that some families will travel fifty 
miles for a Christmas treat. Because of 
this it has been our policy at the Farm­
ington Indian Center to make no public 
announcement concerning the date of 
our Christmas program. It is our desire 
to make it a service of spiritual uplift 
rather than the time and place for a 
handout. This is the story of a Christmas 
at the Farmington Indian Center, Farm­
ington, New Mexico.

Some time before Christmas boxes 
from churches and friends began arriv­
ing. They were piled up in the back room 
of the Indian Center, for there was no 
other place for them. The growing pile 
of boxes looked very interesting and 
intriguing to the Indians who visited the 
Center from time to time. A quantity 
of peanuts and hard candy was purchas­
ed by the Indians for the treat, and a few 
days before the program a whole day 
was spent unwrapping the presents that 
had been sent in, and then re-wrapping 
them and sacking up the treats. It is nec­
essary to unwrap each gift that is sent 
to discover what it is and determine 
whether or not it should be given to a 
little boy or a little girl. And we tcy to 
arrange things so that each little Indian 
will receive about the same amount.

Our Christmas service was held on 
December 19 and the big day was pre­
ceded by rain and snow, leaving the res­
ervation roads in terrible condition. Mud 
was everywhere. The unpaved streets 
of Farmington were really worse than 
the reservation, and we were of the im­
pression that the deepest mud of all was 
to be found surrounding the Indian Cen­
ter! The trip out on the reservation with 
the bus to pick up the Indians for the 
meeting took longer than the usual two 
hours, due to road conditions. Many
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Indians were waiting along the road, and 
a good crowd was brought into town. 
They were unloaded at the back door of 
the Center to avoid the worst of the 
mud. Others came to the meeting under 
their own power, and we counted the 
crowd at 125. Most of them were crowd 
ed into the little chapel, but some were 
in the back room.

The service began with a hymn and 
a prayer. Then we sang two carols in 
Navajo and presented the entire Christ­
mas story, reading it from the Scriptures 
in the Navajo tongue. We wanted a 
clear picture of those momentous events 
to be presented to these Indians crowded 
into our center. Then we sang two more 
carols — all the remaining ones in the 
little Navajo songbooks we use. A brief 
devotional message based on John 1:1 
and 1:14 was given by our fine interpre­
ter. Helen Toledo. After prayer the in­
vitation was given, and one came asking 
to be baptized upon profession of faith 
As we sang another verse, another Nava­
jo came accepting Christ and asking for 
baptism. As the last verse was sung two 
Indians on different sides of the little 
chapel stepped forward simultaneously 
and came to the front, accepting Christ 
and asking to be baptized. It may have 
been that the very simplicity of the serv­
ice made it all the more impressive. We 
rejoiced in these conversions, feeling 
that the Christmas service was one of the 
best we ever held at the Indian Center.

After the benediction the treats and 
presents were given out. There was 
plenty of noise and excitement as the 
youngsters got out their presents. Little 
horns were tooted and little guns were 
pointed at imaginary bad men and a 
spirit of gladness prevailed.

Everyone filed out the back door 
again to avoid as much as possible the 
worst of the mud, and loaded into the 
old bus. It was a happy group of In­
dians who went home from the Indian 
Center Christmas service, leaving behind 
an awful lot of mud on the center floor 
and a feeling of gladness in the mission­
ary's heart that four souls had surren­
dered in simple faith to Christ.

riloiu Wr1 
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Wish Your Friends g

By Pauline Cammack

Missionary to Indians 
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Millions of sentinels — evergreen 
sentinels dressed in snowy white 

for the winter — silent reminders that 
the blood of Jesus washes white as snow.

The mission journey had been a happy 
one. It was the day before Christmas 
when we reached our destination. Al­
most three hundred miles we had driven 
from Santa Fe, New Mexico, part of 
them through a snowstorm and over icy 
roads much of the way. Parts of two 
days were used for the journey, and 
while we were getting a few hours sleep 
at Durango, Colorado, about seven 
inches more snow fell. Then another 
twenty-five miles we went to an Indian 
home to bring the message of salvation.

For several years Frances, a fine Ute 
Indian young woman, has been crippled 
with arthritis. We had met her and her 
mother in the Santa Fe Indian hospital 
just before they left for their home in 
< olorado almost a year before. During 
the year she had been reading the Bible 
'lorybook we had .given her the pievious 
January, and sharing the wonderful 
stories with her mother who can neither 
icad nor speak English.

Our mission pastor of the Baptist In­
dian Center at Santa Fe, Rev. Michael 
McKay, and Mrs. McKay, volunteers 
'or Indian mission work in Alaska and 
students at Wayland College in Plain- 

iew, Texas, wanted to spend some of 
'heir Christmas vacation time taking the 
'ospcl message to Indians who have no 

angelical mission work among them. 
God was there working that morning.

1 ' day before Christnfias. The preacher 
'd again the old. old story of Jesus and 

love, the Holy Spirit convicted to 
'h and of the need of the Saviour, and 

1 mces opened her heart to receive 
* I s wonderful gift.

IONS

By Sending

For $1.00 you may send this splendid magazine to a friend each month 
for three years. Your friend will be notified of your gift by a gift 
certificate sent from this office.

Teachers and other church leaders find this magazine a good gift to 
members in their group. For 50c each you may send the magazine for 
one year.

.State.

--------------State.

MAIL THIS COUPON IMMEDIATELY
With your money to Southern Baptist Home Missions 

161 Spring St., N. W. Atlanta, Georgia

Send Magazine to___

Address____________

City---------------------------

Magazine Sent By___

Address____________

City---------------------------

If you wish to subscribe for more than one, send list on separate sheet.

ember, 1953



Dan Tyson, new president of Alaska 
Baptist Convention.

Alaska Baptist Convention
By Mrs. B. I. Carpenter

Seward, Alaska

God provided what was perhaps the 
most colorful setting for any Bap­

tist meeting in the world when 175 mes­
sengers and visitors attended the eighth 

iannual session of the Alaska Baptist 
'Convention. The group met in the 
Southern Baptist church fartherest north 
on the continent of North America, the 
First Baptist Church of Fairbanks, Al­
aska, September 21-24, 1953. It was not 
enough that the dark green and usual 
dp^b colors of the mountains and hill­
sides were dressed up in gorgeous au­
tumn frocks of red and gold with fresh 
white snow caps, but glaciers setting 
here and there added the beauty of 
their peculiar blue. Late travelers had a 
special show of God’s own colorful fire­
works, the Northern Lights. Preachers 
and laymen felt God’s presence before 
this mighty display and his presence 
carried through each session of the con­
vention.

Orland Cary, pastor of the First Bap­
tist Church at Fairbanks and president 
of the Alaska Baptist Convention, pre­
sided over the meeting. Four new 
churches, First Baptist Church of North 
Pole, Grandview Church at Anchorage, 
Native (Eskimo.) Baptist Church at 
Fairbanks, were admitted to the fellow­
ship of the convention.

Four new missions were recognized 
including Seward,* Douglas, Kotzebue, 
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and Potter Road in Anchorage. This 
makes a total of fifteen churches and 
eight missions in the Alaska Baptist Con­
vention with a combined membership 
of 2,299. For every six Alaskan Baptist 
one person was baptized into the fellow­
ship of the churches, making a total of 
386 baptized this year. This was a gain 
of 182 over the report made at the con­
vention last year. The First Church at 
Anchorage reported 103 baptisms.

L. O. Griffith, director of Promotion 
for the Home Mission Board, and 
Harold Dye, pastor of the Baptist Tem­
ple in San Jose, California, were in­
spirational speakers for the convention. 
Material for a color filmstrip is being 
prepared to present the work in Alaska 
to Southern Baptists. Mr. Dye has been 
asked to prepare a book that will be used 
for an adult study on the work in 
Alaska.

One of the most encouraging notes 
of the convention was the definite in­
crease in our work among the Eskimos. 
The Native Eskimo Mission in Fairbanks 
was recently constituted into a regular 
Baptist church with forty-eight charter 
members. John T. Dickerson is the pas­
tor of this fast-growing native work. 
The forty by sixty foot building is almost 
complete with the auditorium beautifully 
appointed to create a worshipful atmos­
phere. The basement is adequately fin­

ished for Sunday school and other phases 
of our work. Tommy Miller, with the 
help of the Chugiak Association and the 
Alaska Baptist Convention, will receive 
a salary sufficient to release him from 
secular work and he will give his full 
time to the Native Mission in Anchor 
age.

Dick Miller reported that since the 
first service of his work in Kotzebue on 
the nineteenth of August, his little rented 
cabin is too small to care for the 
crowds. Kotzebue is a large native (Es­
kimo) village in the Territory and the 
trade center for a large area reaching 
many small villages up and down the 
coast and along the rivers. It is hoped 
that soon the legal business will be com­
pleted for the purchase of a large two- 
story business house which will be con­
verted into a permanent Baptist Mission 
in the “Hub City” for the Eskimo popu­
lation.

The hearts of the convention mes­
sengers were thrilled when they listened 
to the Eskimo people sing in their own 
language and give their testimonies. 
They rejoiced with Harry Wilde, a twen- 
ty-two-year-old Eskimo, when he told of 
his conversion and call to the gospel 
ministry and his desire to preach to his 
people.

It was amazing to many in our con­
vention to learn that wc now have two 
Negro Baptist churches in Anchorage 
and one newly organized in Fairbanks. 
There are many hundreds of Negro 
people in this cold Northland and Bap­
tists are the only denomination giving 
them a church home and warm Chris­
tian fellowship. Bob Jackson, a young 
Negro preacher, is the pastor of the 
newly-organized St. John Church in 
Fairbanks. The Alaska Baptist Convcn-

Orland Cary, pastor First Baptist Church, 
Fairbanks, was retiring president of

Alaska Baptist Convention.
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tion has appropriated $1,500.00 with 
which to purchase land on which to 
build a suitable church house for this 
Negro congregation.

Alaskan Baptists were amazed to learn 
that their gifts more than doubled last 
year’s budget. A total of $10,566.05 was 
spent for missten causes in the Territory. 
This money came from ten churches, 
four of which have less than 100 in 
membership. This year the convention 
adopted a budget which is eighty per 
cent greater than last year’s with thirty- 
three and one third per cent going to the 
Cooperative Program. The budget pro­
vides for the salary of a full-time mis­
sionary to be placed in a new field some­
where in the Territory.

Increases were indicated in every 
phase of the work. Felton H. Griffin, 
pastor of the First Church, Anchorage, 
was elected to head a Department of 
Promotion. He is eminently qualified to 
fill this position not only from the stand­
point of ability but in the ten years that 
he has spent in the Territory he has seen 
the work in Alaska grow from its in­
fancy.

It was agreed that the Alaska Baptist 
Messenger shall be increased from a 
four-page to a six-page monthly publica­
tion. B. I. Carpenter was re-elected to 
serve as editor, with headquarters in 
Seward, Alaska.

Officers elected for next year include: 
Dan Tyson, First Baptist Church, Ket­
chikan, president; Avery Richey, First 
Baptist Church, Palmer, vice-president; 
and Russell Simmons, member of the 
First Baptist Church. Anchorage, ex­
ecutive secretary.

One of forward steps of the recent convention was the election of a missions com- 
mittee conmtmg of the above three men: Ruuell Simmon,, Avery Richey, and 

Will Lewis.

Hom* Board Photos

Pastors of Baptist churches and missions in Alaska who attended recent convention.
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A Million 
Delinquents— 

What Will We Do?

The Department of Co-operative Missions of the Home Mission Board is 
anxious to assist churches and associations in dealing with the problem of 
juvenile delinquency. Several City Mission Programs have already made con­
siderable progress in dealing with delinquent youth on the local level. Litera­
ture covering this phase of work is available upon request to the Rev. Leland 
H. Waters, 161 Spring St., N.W., Atlanta 3, Georgia.

When the scope of a moral condi­
tion reaches the state requiring a 
Senate- investigation, it is apparent that 

there is reason for grave concern by the 
Christian forces of the nation. Juvenile 
delinquency has been increasing rapidly 
until .the Judiciary Committee of the 
United States Senate has appointed a 
subcommittee to investigate the prob­
lem in our land. The chairman of this 
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committee recently announced that there 
has been a thirty-per-cent increase in 
delinquency since 1948. A leading ar­
ticle in a Washington, D. C. daily recent­
ly stated, “The majority of Washington's 
juvenile offenders are committing crimes 
serious enough to send an adult to pris­
on,” and the article continued. “Boys as 
young as fifteen are using such profes­
sional techniques in their crimes as hack­

(

saws and crowbars for safebreaking 
Such crimes as rape and safecracking 
once considered adult crimes are now 
juvenile offenses also."

The Senate subcommittee, according 
to the New York Times of Septembci 
18, is considering public hearings in 
twenty of the nation’s cities to cover 
“known juvenile gang problem; high 
volume of juvenile delinquency; conflict 
between gangs of Anglo-American vs 
Latin-American backgrounds; burglary, 
and drug addiction." This is an unwel­
come picture of conditions in "the land 
of the free and the home of the brave."

Senator Hendrickson (R-N.J.), chair­
man of the Senate subcommittee ap­
pointed to study the problem, recently 
said, "Delinquency is no longer simply 
an urban or a poor man’s problem." 
Many have felt that delinquency was 
confined in large measure to the “big 
city” and in the slum areas. While large 
urban centers and underprivileged com 
munities continue to contribute to the 

0 swelling army of delinquent youth, yet 
small communities and rural America is 
now feeling the impact of misbehavior 
among its youth. The F.B.l. in report­
ing the crime picture for the first six 
months of 1953, indicated that while 
crime had increased on a national level 
only two and five tenths per cent, yet 
rural America had witnessed an increase 
of nine per cent in the same period. Ab­
normal behavior will not confine itself to 
any one community as geographical 
boundaries will not provide a barricade, 
and conditions such as gang problems 
and drug addiction prevalent in large 
communities will soon be felt to vary­
ing degrees throughout the nation.

A recent survey among twelve per 
cent of the district associations of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which 
represented a cross-section of our terri­
tory. revealed^ that there were 27.868 
cases handled by juvenile court authori­
ties in 1952. If this average prevails 
throughout the Convention, it would 
mean that nearly a quarter of a million 
young persons were in the juvenile 
courts last year — young persons from 
the same area served by 28,000 churches 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, OR 
AN AVERAGE OF NINE FOR 
EVERY CHURCH.

The question is frequently asked. 
"What is the cause of delinquency 
among American youth?” The F.B.l. has 
said in part, "The basic cause of the 
high rate of juvenile crime is the lack of 
a sense of moral responsibility among 
youth.” It is evident that great masses 
of young people arc lost in a wildcrnc'
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of moral confusion and, therefore, have 
no sense of direction, or else we would 
not be anticipating one million delin­
quents to appear before the juvenile 
courts of the nation in 1953.

wThe criqwial army of America is 
largely recruited from the ranks of de­
linquent youth. If juveniles are respon­
sible for twenty-seven per cent of the 
crimes in the nation’s capital, then what 
may we expect in the next ten years if 
the trend continues? Then, too, there 
will be a much larger population of 
youth by 1960, at which time the Census 
Bureau predicts that we are to have 
forty-two per cent more children be­
tween ten and seventeen than we have 
today.

A detective of many years’ service 
in a large Southern city was reported in 
a daily press as saying. “The basic rea­
son for juvenile delinquency is broken 
homes, shattered by divorce or separa­
tion, where the children are shuffled 
from one place to another. Parents fre­
quently make a major mistake when 
they learn that their child is showing 
signs of getting into trouble by not 
sitting down and talking with him. 
Fathers should develop a close relation­
ship with their sons, encouraging them 
to participate in competitive sports, 
teaching them fair play. Mothers should 
realize that domestic training in the 
home offers their daughters a chance to 
build a wholesome life for themselves, 
and prepares them for a role of wife and 
mother.” 7

Jim was twenty-one yearslof age when 
he received his prison semence of two 
years for grand larceny. His father was 
employed at a leading bank as a respon­
sible clerk, but had never taken time to 
share life with his son. The father was 
always too busy to fish, hunt, or play 
with his boy. Thus the lad chose his 
companions among those who showed 
an interest in him, for he was hungry 
for someone simply to care. But his com­
panions proved his downfall. In prison 
he wrote, “I know I have made my 
mistakes but if I am given another op­
portunity I will try with God's help to be 
the man that I know God wants me to 
be.” This is typical of what is happening 
over America when parents are too busy 
to give time to their children. Jim's 
father had time to make a living, but he 
had no time to help rear a son — while 
he was winning a bank promotion, he 
was losing his boy.

One of the very tragic trends is the 
increasing number of girls who are being 
caught in the current delinquent tend­
encies. A western city reported, “A
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MEDITATIONS:
Devotions for Women

GRACE NOLL CROWELL. 26 
meditations—“a wealth of down-To- 
earth ideas ... to inspire the most 
genuine searching of the heart.” — 
Church Woman. $1.50

MEDITATIONS AND 
VERSE

RALPH S. CUSHMAN. 14 raedi- 
tations on living in the earthly and 
spiritual worlds. "Inspiring and time­
less."—Baptist Record. $1.25

MORE HILLTOP VERSES
AND PRAYERS

RALPH S. and ROBERT E. 
CUSHMAN. The essence of a poet’s 
communion with God—scripture, po­
ems, and prayers to meet a variety of

$125devotional needs.

SPIRITUAL HILLTOPS
RALPH S. CUSHMAN. “A homily, 

prayer, and poem, each fitting into the 
need of the heart, giving expression to 
some aspiration.”—Biblical Recorder.

$1.50

MEDITATIONS 
FOR WOMEN

t'Uo«X’ JEAN BEAVEN AB- 
ERNETHY, Editor. By 
women, for women—spir­
itual refreshment for ev­
ery day in the year. “A 

personal possession to be cherished."—
Wom'an’s Press. $1.50

TAKE TIME!
R. L. MIDDLETON. "Conducive to 

the kind of devotion which gives quiet­
ness and strength to the soul. . . . Good 
material for those who lead services.”
—Commission. $1.50

THE MATURE HEART
HELEN B. EMMONS. 150 devo­

tions printed in large, clear type. "Mes­
sages to encourage, cbmfqrt, and cheer. 
... A wonderful bedside companion." 
—Donald F. Ackland, Sunday School
Board. $3.50

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOKSTORE 
Please order from the store serving you

A LIGHT UNTO
MY PATH

WALLACE FRIDY. Th... 4« new 
devotional readings by a wise and 
friendly pastor show how God's Word 
can light us on the path to a happy, 
truly Christian, life. Each one, based 
on scripture, leads to deeper under­
standing of the Christian faith and 
way. $1.50

A LAMP UNTO
MY FEET

WALLACE FRIDY. 40 devotion. 
—"packed with practical application 
of the Gospel, . . . vibrant with faith.” 
—Baptist and Reflector. $1.25

PATTERNS FOR
DEVOTION

GLADYS C. MURRELL. 27 com- 
plete services, each centered around a 
vivid story, especially prepared for
women’s groups. $125

CHANNELS OF
DEVOTION

GLADYS C. MURRELL. 24 fully 
planned services that feature brief sto­
ries. "Interesting, unusual.”—The Pas-

Wife. $125

DOORWAYS TO 
DEVOTION

GLADYS C. MURRELL. "Those 
looking for help Jfl pfeparing short de­
votional servites wilP^aelcome this 
thoughtfully plannecKmanual."— 
Watchman-Examiner. $125

GLIMPSES OF GRACE
GLADYS C. MURRELL. 30 serv­

ices based on outstanding women of 
the Bible. “Most helpful. . . . Should 
meet a great need in stimulating wor-
ship."—Reveille. $125

MOMENTS OF DEVOTION
GRACE NOLL CROWELL. 26 de­

votions featuring original poems and 
prayers. “Heart-warming.”—Christian
Herald.

Published by 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press

$130



Cute little Chinese boys have fun during play perk (mission school.

Mae Yee is typical Chinese American.

BAPTIST

Mrs. Sinn Ti Lew and Baby Randy in their grocery store.

Many good times are had by students from around- the world in this 
lovely old home which houses International Center.

Save these pictures to use with the 1954 Home 
Board mission study series which will be off the 

press December 10, 1953.

Recess is fully enjoyed by these little girls at the 
in El Paso.

miNiLMMMtwai1 RaarfeOTlMtffanrn tyW bwtiM

Mission

Horn* Board 
Phofoi

Young Yee who attends Chinese 
Mission.

Newly-erected Chinese mission at El Paso, Texas, replaceaold residence 
which had served as meeting place.

•Group at International Center Friday fellowship meeting. Note various 
nationalities represented in this picture.

Students from more than fifty countries have a n 
activities at International Center. Darlene Ha 1 

yeh (right) is director. Missionaries Nina Gillespie and Mary Etheridge with 
Chinese kindergarten at mission in El Paso.

This station wagon is used to bring the children to the 
Chinese Mission in El Paso.

(
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I wish that you could have visited 
us during the holiday season. I think 

that the children have never sung the 
carols sweeter nor portrayed the Christ­
mas story better than this year.

Twenty of the twenty-two children 
and I went caroling on December 17. 
One little seven-year-old boy seemed 
especially thrilled as those to whom we 
sang smiled or encored. As we were re­
turning he said, "Miss Stanford, we 
made some people happy tonight." Then 
after a moment’s silence continued, "It 
doesn't take much to make some people 
happy, does it?"

Our Christmas pageant was well at­
tended in spite of a downpour of rain. 
Two or three saw it for the first time, 
while others have enjoyed itt through the 
years.

It was my joy and privilege to take 
two of the girls to Arkansas to spend 
Christmas with me. Gloria, now in our 
academy, spoke briefly in a Texarkana 
church. Those who heard her saw what 
home missions is doing for those less 
fortunate. Those who have been Joyal 
were determined to do more, those who 
had done nothing planned to do some­
thing for our home mission work.

—Evelyn Stanford 
Missionary to French 
Montegut, Louisiana

Angels and All
Saturday, December 20, a group of 

Apache young people came the long dis- 
tance in the bus to practice for our 
< hristmas pageant. There were the 
'hepherds and wisemen, Mary and Jo­
seph, and the angels—although the an­
gels' wings weren’t quite completed.

Solemnly and reverently they enacted 
ach scene and the Christmas story was 

portrayed.
Sunday the story lived again for the 

mothers and others who came and 
1 hrist was glorified. The older group 
•f our Sunday school sang the songs 
:>at told the story, and the Primaries 
ood together and sang "Away in a 

Manger" as the scene was before us. 
rue, we had very little room because 

1 -cry possible space was filled with 
<■ 'airs in this little house where we have 

NOW COMING OFF THE PRESS 
FOR SUCH A TIME 

By Phyllis Sapp

A 32,000-word biography of
—** Dr. J. B. Lawrence

Available at your Baptist Book Store December 1, 1953 
Price —60^

Get a copy for yourself. Give copies for Christmas presents.

services; and when the entire group was 
together before us in the final scene 
singing "Joy to the World" they were 
packed so closely together the angels' 
wings were endangered.

Then came the joyous time when the 
gifts and treats on the tree in the corner 
were distributed. We wish everyone of 
you who sent gifts or money to buy 
Christmas treats could have been with 
us to have enjoyed seeing the happiness 
you provided.

—Rev. and Mrs. E. C. Branch 
Missionaries to Indians 
Lakeside, Arizona

Learn of Prince of Peace
“Sweet little Jesus Boy, 
They made you be borne in a 

manger.”
Thus sang one of the girls as our In­

termediate GA’s put on a program for 
the family-night Christmas tree.

As we saw the Babe in the manger 
and the star in the sky and as we heard 
the angel songs, we were made to think 
anew of the coming of the Prince of 
Peace. Then as the shadow of the cross 
fell across the scene, we remembered 
again the reason he came.

We hope and pray that those who 
were present who were not Christians 
might at this Christmas time find the 
true happiness of Christmas in giving 
their hearts to him.

On another evening the kiadergarien 
families gathered to see and hear their 
children as they presented the Christ­
mas story in rhythm band, pantomime, 
Scripture, and song. Bill Claterbaugh, 
our associational missionary, brought 
the Christmas message. It was a new 
message for many of them, even though 
it was the same old sweet story we have 
known so long.

They are still, at times, worshipping 
him as a babe in a manger, and at other 
times as a dead Christ on a crucifix. 
That they might know him as a risen 
Christ—a living Saviour—is our prayer.

At still another time the students 
from the government Indian school 
came. As we sang the carols, read the 
Scripture passages and listened to the 

Continued on Page 21

Saa r«ur Local Hollglovt BooMore 
or Write for Catalog.

VAN KAMPEN PRESS
m K. Willow M., Wheaton, III.

FREE: a $1.50 book
You have many Roman Catholic friends 

and most of them are wonderful. But do you 
know what they believe? Do you know how 
to tell them about Christ as the only Saviour 
and the Scriptures? You must learn first 
about their faith and then you will ba able 
to witness with authority.
I will send yea FREE my »0 pars book 
“Ins and Outs ef Romanism," whieh will 
instruct you about Roman Catholicism, if 
you subscribe to THE CONVERT, a monthly 
maraxine on the Roman Catholic question. 
Send in 12.00 for a year subscription. The 
book will be mailed to you free as a rift.
Write to: The CONVERT, Dept. 8., Poet Of- 
fiice Boi *0. Clairton, Penna.

One of the most re­
warding things in life 
is the enjoyment of 
beautiful music. And 
when that music 
comes from a pipe 
organ, the pleasure is 
magnified. This is true 
because only a pipe 
organ produces musi­
cal tones that are rich, 
full and complete.

If your church is 
considering a new or­
gan, we suggest you 
sep'tfi’i&Jhcar a Moller. 
When ychkdo, you’ll 
know why n is called 
the“Organ of Artists.'
For information 
write Dept



A Million Delinquents
Continued from Page 15

bizarre story of large-scale shop-lifting 
by a band of clothes-crazy, teen-age 
girls from ‘nice families’ sparked by 
leopard-skin-wearing members of the 
‘Hellcats’ gang was disclosed. There were 
so many girls involved that the juvenile 
quarters was unable to handle them all 
at one time.” In another city the daily 
press reported, ‘‘Three young girls, mem­
bers of what police termed ‘the blue 
jeans gang,' were held by juvenile 
authorities today after they roughed 
up a policeman and stole his billy club.” 
Still another city reporting op their de­
linquent situation states that, “The de­
linquency rate for boys increased twen­
ty-four per cent this year over the last 
five-ySar average, yet the rate of increase 
for girls jumped thirty-five per cent.”

Juvenile delinquents have inherited 
an enviroment that they did not ask for. 
If we had provided a better moral atmos­
phere and had given greater emphasis to 
the spiritual and moral needs of our 
youth, it is obvious that the present con­
dition would not be in such a deplor­

The most useful, most helpful 
commentary on the International 

Sunday School lessons

Filled with striking illustrations, 
practical applications to daily life, 
the famous Hints to Teachers, and 
the maximum in helps, the Douglas 
Lessons, 1954 is an indispensable 
aid for every teacher, minister and 
student. Bible-based, evangelical in 
appeal, this outstanding series is 
now even more valuable with the 
addition of audio-visual aid sug­
gestions. $2.95

at your bookstore or write

60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y.

able state. We are facing today simply 
the nation’s corporate framework in 
which our youjh have had to begin their 
own life’s structure. It is impossible for 
successive generations to create an at­
mosphere of moral laxity, and then to 
expect children to emerge better than the 
environment of the home and commun­
ity in which they are born.

Churches are awakening to the needs 
of the delinquent army that is so much 
in the public- eye today. This is as it 
should have been all through the years.

Dr. Howard Lane of New York Uni­
versity recently said, “I have never 
known a child to become a delinquent 
that had one good friend.” Children 
hunger for love, care, and concern, and 
when there is a demonstration of ex­
tended friendship by a sincere Christian 
friend, it will make an impression diffi­
cult to erase. To discover young persons 
who have exhibited wrong attitudes and 
habits and to make friends with them is 
the first step in extending real help. How 
often have we heard persons say, “I am 
largely what I am today because I had 
a good ffiend.”

It would not be too difficult to look in 
retrospect and find one or more persons 
to whom we owe some special debt of 
gratitude for “standing by in an hour of 
need." They have needs as deep as 
human nature itself, and if those needs 
cannot be met in their own homes, where 
the kindly influence of Christian parents 
is conspicious by its absence, then to 
whom can they go if not to those who 
are labeled as “Christ’s disciples?” If we 
disappoint them and they fail to find in 
us the kind of a friend they so desperate­
ly need, we may prepare ourselves for 
some unexpected and shocking experi­
ence.

The juvenile courts of the land are 
generally willing to accept the co-opera­
tion of any responsible group that will 
demonstrate by sincerity and earnestness 
a desire to help delinquent boys and 
girls. Help is what a young person in 
trouble needs, and when such an hour 
occurs he is generally more responsive. 
Christian counseling under the direction 
of the court and in support of all the

NEW 
EDITION
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co-operating agencies seeking to help 
the child, has been found to be most 
effective.

Such a program of extended help re­
quires the selection of the best-qualified 
persons available or the maximum con 
tribution cannot be realized. Therefore, 
a program of counseling should be undo 
the guidance of the associational or city 
missions committee, which should be 
come the responsible group to which the 
court might turn. In several cities of 
the South, men from the Baptist Brother 
hood and women from Woman’s Mis 
sionary Union have been selected to 
serve as "advisors” or “counselors" to 
young persons referred to them by the 
court. In both of these groups there is 
already an organized strength which is 
waiting to be fully utilized.

For a counselor to receive the respon­
sibility of guiding a young person into 
paths of usefulness is a sacred obliga­
tion. Here a young life is plastic and can 
be molded in any direction, depending 
in a large measure upon the person 
seeking to do the guiding. A mature and 
well-poised Christian who has a deep 
concern for the welfare of a delinquent 
can be of great help in the development 
of habits and attitudes that can probably 
determine the child’s whole future life.

The best preventive measure which 
has been tested and proven against de­
linquency is the enlistment of youth in 
the life of the Sunday school and church 
Three juvenile judges were asked. “From 
your best knowledge, what percentage 
of young persons appearing before your 
court are regular in attendance at Sun­
day school or worship services? Their 
answers were: (1) Ten per cent. (2) 
Extremely few. (3) Fifteen per cent at 
the most.

There is reported 14.422.690 pros­
pects between the ages of birth and the 
unmarried group of young persons, re­
siding in the territory of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, that should be en­
listed in Sunday school. This vast army 
offers an unequalled challenge to South­
ern Baptists. They will not wait to he 
influenced — early impressions will 
largely determine the type of life that 
will be molded .for time and eternity

"Fields are white . . . laborers are 
few."

Administrative 
Hauges

By John Caylor

Southern Baptists have had more 
changes in administrative person­

nel in Convention agencies within re­
cent months than in any given period in 
the history of the Convention. None of 
our present leaders can remember when 
both the Home and Foreign Mission 
Boards have changed secretaries within 
the same year. The untimely death of 
Dr. M. Theron Rankin brought the For-, 
cign Mission Board face to face with the 
necessity-of selecting a secretary in the 
same year in which Dr. Ji B. Lawrynce 
retired from the secretaryship of the 
Home Mission Board.

Dr. T. L. Holcomb of the Sunday 
School Board was eligible for retirement 
last year and asked to be relieved but 
the Board persuaded him to continue 
his leadership until a successor could 
be elected this year.

Dr. C. H. Bolton’s return to the pas­
torate this year left a vacancy in the 
Southern Baptist Foundation. The death 
of Dr. Sam F. Lowe last year necessi­
tated a change in the .leadership of the 
Radio Commission. The selection of Dr. 
Hugh Brimm as a professor in the Car­
ver School of Missions and Social Work 
left the Social Service Commission with-

out a leader. Dr. E. D. Head retired 
from the presidency of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary during the 
year.

New leaders in all the agencies now 
call upon Southern Baptists for confi­
dent co-operation. Dr. Courts Redford 
assumes leadership of the Home Mis­
sion Board. Dr. Baker James Cauthen 
has become executive secretary of the 
Foreign Mission Board.. Dr. James L. 
Sullivan is the new secretary of the 
Sunday School Board. Dr. T. L. Hol­
comb heads the Foundation. Dr. A. C. 
Miller is secretary of the Christian Life 
Commission. Dr. Paul H. Stevens is the 
new secretary of the Radio Commission. 
Dr. J. Howard Williams is president of 
Southwestern Seminary.

Golden Gate and Southern Semi­
naries have relatively new presidents

and the Historical Commission has been 
only recently established with an execu­
tive secretary. The Brotherhood has 
new leadership. The only Cohvention 
agency with an executive head who has 
served more than ten years is the Relief 
and Annuity Board.

The Joint Committee on Public Af­
fairs has lost Dr. J. M. Dawson. Dr. C. 
Emanuel Carlson of Minnesota has as­
sumed the secretaryship of that tri-con- 
vention agency.

While nearly all the agencies of the 
Convention have new leadership the 
leaders are not new. They are men of 
experience and ability. Southern Bap­
tists are challenged by their Jong history 
and the wise leadership which is offered 
to give their best loyalty and co-opera­
tion to the Convention’s present lead­
ership.

WILLIAMS'
NEW TESTAMENT

In the Language of the People 
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Southern Baptist Home Mission:

Christmas on the Mission fields
Continued from page 19

message of our pastor, we felt again the 
i 'esence of the Prince of Peace.

Christmas is a happy time. But there 
re many people at our Christmas 
vices who do not know the greatest 

’ of Christmas because they have not 
i put their trust in Christ.

—Doris Christensen 
Missionary to Indians 
Santa Fe, New Mexico

/’ ember, 1953
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W't&fe for FREE Booklot "HOW TO CHOOSE AN ORGAN
Just off the press, this helpful analytical guide will aid indi­
viduals and organ committees in avoiding common pitfalls 
. . . will serve to assure selection of the most satisfactory 
organ for your purpose. Tells what to look for. . . what to 
avoid. See your dealer or write direct. Also ask for literature 
on all Connsonata organs. Compare before you buy. No 
obligation. Address department 1052.
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In Evangeline s Country
(Adult) By John Caylor

Books in Series
nc ude:

Tongues
(Resource Book) By John Caylor

John Caylor since 1946 
has been secretary of the 
Department of Education 
for the Home Board. He 
came to the Board from a 
twelve-year pastorate at 
Highland Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 
Prior to that he was 
preacher, teacher, and stu­
dent secretary.

Loyd Corder, secretary of 
the Direct Missions De­
partment, Home Board, 
since 1950, served for 
many years in mission 
work among the Mexicans. 
He was also superintend­
ent of city missions in 
Houston in his native state 
of Texas.

Mrs. Marie’Saddler Eu- 
daly, former missionary to 
Mexico, now serves with 
her husband in the Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House 
in El Paso, Texas. They 
serve twenty-eight differ­
ent lands through the me­
dium of their literature.

Harold Dye, who has 
been a preacher since he 
was nineteen and is now 
pastor of the Baptist Tem­
ple. San Jose, California, is 
perhaps better known for 
his writings. He has writ­
ten for Broadman Press as 
well as several books for 
the Home Board.

Jane Carroll McRae 
(Mrs. J. T.) is a Southern 
Baptist missionary in Jor­
dan after serving two years 
in Lebanon. She is a native 
of Louisiana. In Jordan 
she is in charge of two 
schools. She is the mother 
of five children.
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Avo'lable at your

Baptist Book Stores

by December 10, 1953

The New Orleans Story 
(Young People) By Loyd Cortier

The World in Her Hands 
(Intermediate) By Harold Dye

Chatting With the Chews 
(Junior) By Morie Saddler Eudaly

The Little Boat Family 
(Primariai) By Jan* Carroll McRae

Our Neighbors of Many

Changes in 

Missionary Personnel

New Missionaries
Burford, Laurice and Mrs. (Spanish­

speaking), Box 177, Wagon Mound, 
N. M.

Denton, John C. (Alaska), 1315 E. 
10th Avc., Anchorage

Grafton, W&lter Weldon (Chaplain, 
Woman’s Emergency Home), 2221 
Chestnut, New Orleans, La.

Guyton, Lanell (Good Will Center), 
1130 Second St., Macon, Ga.

Johnson, William J. and Mrs. (Canal 
Zone), Atlantic Baptist Church, Box 
2232, Cristobal

Reed, Mrs. Rosa L. (Spanish-speaking), 
Tajique, N. M.

Changes of Address
Barkley, Wm. I. (City Missions). 1481 

Oakland Ave., Macon, Ga.
Cantu, Daniel and Mrs. (Spanish-speak­

ing), General Delivery, Carrizo 
Springs, Tex.

Cassidy, F. Mike and Mrs. (Spanish­
speaking), P. O. Box 231, New 
Braunfels, Tex.

Colson. W. H. (City Missions), 517 Be­
dell Bldg., San Antonio, Tex.

Cuevas, Paul S. and Mrs. (Spanish- 
speaking). 3605 Lombardy Road, 
N. W., Albuquerque, N. M.

Diaz. Amelia (Spanish-speaking), 217 
W. Iron Ave., Albuquerque, N. M.

Gillham, T. M. (Western Missions), 
2750 N. Dodge Blvd., Tucson, Ariz.

Hill, Oscar and Mrs. (Spanish-speak­
ing). 401 S. Sunset Ave., Roswell, 
N. M.

Johnson, John O. and Mrs. (French), 
Marine Rte., Box 17-0, Napoleon­
ville, La.

I each. Milton S., Sr. and Mrs. (Span­
ish-speaking), 1413 Madison, N. W., 

Albuquerque, N. M.
's egrin. Ismael and Mrs. (Spanish- 

speaking), 1328 White St., Key West. 
Fla.

Overholser, Charles and Mrs. (Deaf), 
3119 Haven Park Ave., El Monte, 
Calif.

Watson, L. A. (Western Missions), 
1365 Kenton, Aurora, Colo.

Williams, Aileen (Spanish-speaking), 
411 E. Hill, Alice, Tex.

'•■'••in. H. D. and Mrs. (Retired), 811 
Breckenridge St., Owensboro, Ky.

I' ember, 1953

Start Zhe New \fear Kight
Put

Southern Baptist Home Missions 
In Your Church Budget

For Information write:

John Caylor, Baptist Home Mission Board 
161 Spring St., N.W., Atlanta, Ga.
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WORSHIP

WRiriNC for CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS. 
By Edith Tiller Osteyee. A book 
for every would-be writer—every 
person writing now. Help on plan­
ning, writing, and selling to reli-

ishft
LASTING PLEASURE

GIVE KOOKS

MOMENTS OF WORSHIP. By Mary 
Beth Fulton. For group devotions, 
for personal meditations—20 serv­
ices complete with prayers, poems. 
Scripture, and meditation... .$2.00

TABLE TALK AHD TIDBITS. Compiled 
by Dorothy A. Stevens. New friend­
ship with our world neighbors— 
over 100 unusual recipes and 70 
meaningful stories from many 
lands. A gift-book for every Chris­
tian home................................... $2.50

WHERE JESUS WALKED. By Sandford 
Fleming. For preachers and teach­
ers, accurate information about the 
Holy Land, with a searching inter­
pretation of Christ’s ministry. 
Illustrated ...............$2.50

gious magazines. $3.00

RHAPSODY IN BLACK. .By RichM E. 
Day. The moving life-story \f a 
true man of God—John Jasper, the 
slave who became Virginia’s most
colorful preacher. $2.50

TENTS TOWARD THE SUNRISE. By 
Charles IF. Koller. Brief talks to 
young ministers on many matters— 
each message bringing one rich 
seed of practical Christianity. $2.00

At Your Bookstore or

The Judson Press
PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO LOS ANGELES KANSAS CITY SEATTLE
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One^Girl Doubles Mission
Ann is a fourteen-year-old girl of 

Bridgeville, Delaware. Her mother is 
a divorcee, and Ann says drinking 
broke up their first home. Her mother 
has married again and spends most of 
her time assisting her husband in driv­
ing a truck on long trips. Since Ann is 
left at home by herself most of the time, 
she is free to go about as she pleases. 
Ann and her parents have an apartment 

an old hotel which should have been 
■ondemned years ago. Ann’s parents are 
Catholic, and they insist that she not 
have anything to do with the other 
churches.

There is not a Baptist church in 
Bridgeville, Delaware, and the First 
Baptist Church of Hurlock, Maryland, 
has organized a Baptist mission there.

A woman at the mission, Mrs. Flor­
ence Mcllvain, visited Ann several times 
to invite her to attend the mission. Ann 
came to Sunday school several times be­
fore the Bible school started but she 
never would stay for preaching.

The week of Bible school Ann came 
and was in my Intermediate department.

Vacation Bible School time at Cerro, Havana, Cuba, where 
Rev. and Mrs. Enrique Pina are missionaries.

Southern Baptist Home Mission -

Each day in our department we read 
Scripture passages on the plan of salva­
tion to one another from our Bibles. 
Ann accepted Christ as her Saviour the 
middle of the week and confessed him 
publicly at the revival that was held 
during the same week. Upon taking 
Christ as her own Saviour Ann began 
immediately to give her testimony and 
witness for Christ. She began going 
around with me to all the places in 
Bridgeville where there might be a pos­
sibility to win another to Christ or a 
prospect for the mission*

“You know I have thought much 
about being a teacher or a nurse,” she 
said, “but I believe God may want me 
to continue doing this all my life—being 
a missionary.”

Ann is going through many trials, for 
her parents arc against the steps she has 

taken. But she knows she can hold oui 
for she said, "No one can take Christ 
away from me." Ann's mother means 
much to her, and she prays often that 
she can soon win her to Christ. I was 
told recently that the mission at Bridge­
ville has just about doubled in size (13 
to 25) with young girls that Ann has 
brought to Sunday school and preaching 
services.

—Irvin Adcock
Summer Student Missionary

War Bride Finds Christ
In our visitation program we discov­

ered a very interesting person, Mrs. 
Phoebe Boyce, a little Japanese girl (she 
is thirty, but is so tiny she looks like a 
little girl) whom an American soldier 
took for his wife during World War II. 
He brought her back to the States with 
him and two years ago deserted her to 
marry someone else, leaving her with 
three precious children to care for and 
rear over here in a strange country.

Upon visiting Phoebe we found that 
she was not a Christian, though she had 
many Christian characteristics. One of 
these was manifested in her attitude to­
ward her husband. In her heart there 
was nothing but forgiveness for the way 
he had treated her and she said her only 
concern was for the children. She is 
having a hard time providing for the 
children and has had many doubts, 
fears, and worries. We talked with her 
at length and told her that her greatest 
need was to know Jesus as her Saviour

New officers of the young people's Training Union at Chinese Baptist Church, 
Los Angeles, California, during recent installation services.

and friend. She then said that with all 
her other troubles she didn’t have time 
to think about “joining the church 
now.”

Many times we went back to see her 
to reason with her and try to help her 
see that in Christ her greatest troubles 
would vanish. Recently during the si­
multaneous revival, she finally consent­
ed to go to church with us. We went out 
to the church where Rev. Fred Propst 
was holding a revival and that night, at 
the close of his message, Phoebe went 
forward and quietly surrendered to the 
Lord.

Three days later, when we were visit­
ing in her home, we found all three chil­
dren very sick. There was little food 
and little money to buy medicine for 
them. Phoebe was sitting by their side 
with a peaceful look upon her face. She 
' >id, “You know if this had happened to 
my children a week ago 1 would have 
been walking the floors worrying, but 
i >w that I have accepted Christ, I am 
lust sitting here trusting him.”

Yesterday at church Phoebe went for- 
w.ird saying she wanted to be baptized

I become a member of the Baptist 
church. She reads and reads the Bible 
a d all other Christian literature she can 
gv< she is so eager to learn. All three 
ch Idrcn arc enrolled in our nursery and 
k" lergarten.

—Louise Whitmire
Baptist Good Will Center 
East St. Louis, Illinois
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She Found a Friend
But Needs the Friend

Tula Robinson, Home Board mission­
ary at the Good Will center in Miami, 
Florida, and I were visiting one day and 
waved at an elderly woman coming out 
her door. She stopped to talk to us. 
Mrs. John was born in Hungary, speaks 
in very broken English, is seventy-eight, 
and a Catholic. She said that she had 
attended one of our services and that it 
was wonderful. We decided it must have 
been Kindergarten graduation. She said, 
“Little children sing . . . make me so 
happy I cry.”

She told us that two years ago one 
of the workers had given her a tract. 
She added “I read it every day because 
it tells me about Jesus. Someone tried to 
sell me another tract but you gave it to 
me. It is wonderful to read about God. 
The Catholic priest will not let us come 
to your service or read the Bible but I 
read the Testament you gave me. I don’t 
go to my church anymore."

We invited her to Adult Club and 
told her we would visit her again.

Two days later we visited her and 
took her tracts and other religious ma­
terials. Tula read her a Scripture pas­
sage and prayed with her. All during 
the prayer she kept saying "Wonderful! 
How sweet!" Before the prayer was fin­
ished, she threw her arms around Tula 
and cried. "Do you really love an old 
woman like me? I have nobody who 

loves me. People just stare at me because 
I am so ugly."

We told her that Jesus loved her and 
that we did too.

She came to club that night and com­
mented all during the service how she 
was enjoying it. She said, “You people 
so happy. Never saw such happy people. 
Wonderful!”

After Sunday school one Sunday she 
came to Mrs. Minnell Graves, director 
of the Good Will Center, and pointed to 
her Bible and said, “They (the Catho­
lics) have tried to keep me in darkness 
but I have the light now. I can read my 
Bible. I can read it for myself. This is 
the happiest day of m\ life.”

1 filled out some citizenship papers 
for her this week and she told me many 
of her problems. She told me that the 
people she stayed with fussed at her for 
coming to the center. She said, "I don’t 
care. Jesus is my friend and so are you.”

On Mrs. Graves’ birthday she brought 
her a nice birthday cake. We knew she 
sacrificed to do it but we also knew that 
she did it with joy in her heart because 
she had found friends and someone who 
loved her.

Pray that she will accept Christ and 
know the real joy and happiness that 
comes from knowing our Lord and 
Master.

—Ada Young
Student Summer Missionary
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Dr. Courts Redford and Dr. J. B. Lawrence.

I Know 
Dr. Lawrence 

Personally
By Courts Redford

Assistant Executive Secretary

To know Dr. J. B. Lawrence fis to 
love him and admire him.

i Years ago we were walking the rail­
road ties together in front of the station 
at De Soto, Missouri, waiting for the 
train that was to take us to the next in 
a series of Baptist conferences. The 
train was late and wc were just walking 
and talking.

That is when you come to really 
know people—when you are “just talk­
ing.” He was telling me of his early 
childhood in Mississippi, of his struggle 
through Mississippi College, his experi­
ence on the debate team, and his early 
days as a preacher. He revealed his
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dreams for Missouri Baptists for whom 
he was then executive secretary.

When you get close to Dr. Lawrence 
like that, there arc three characteristics 
which become prominent. He has in­
tegrity, faith, and a deep concern for 
people. He docs not parade these quali­
ties, he just lives them.

There is not an ounce of the cheap 
politician in Dr. Lawrence. He docs not 
make decisions on the basis of personal 
gain or expediency but his judgments 
and decisions stem from prayerful con­
siderations of right and wrong and from 
deep-seated convictions with respect to 
fundamental issues.

I have heard people suggest that cer­
tain actions be taken in order to please 
or placate sojne influential person or 
group. Dr. Lawrence immediately raises 
the question. Is the course of action 
right? i

“Do rightL” he says, “and you have 
no need to fear the consequences.”

Dr. Lawrence first accepted me by 
faith. He had never seen me when he 
recommended that I be chosen as edu­
cational director of the First Baptist 
Church of Shawnee. Oklahoma, where 
he was pastor. 1 had finished Oklahoma 
Baptist University and was spending a 
year in graduate study in Missouri Uni­
versity when he was called to Shawnee 
Dr. Lawrence wanted an educational 
director and some of my friends recom­
mended me. I was engaged at the time 
and Ruth Ford, who later became my 
wife, was a student at Shawnee and a 
member of the First Baptist Church 
Dr. Lawrence became acquainted with 
her, and J have often said that 1 got 
my first full-time job because of the 
good impression she made.

I soon returned to Shawnee and be­
came a great admirer of Dr. Lawrence 
from our first acquaintance. He per 
formed our wedding ceremony, ^e 
were often in his home. We enjoyed om 
fellowship with Mrs. Lawrence and the 
fine daughters.

Southern Baptist Home Missions

Our association in the work at Shaw­
nee started a friendship and fellowship 
between us that has continued through 
the years. I have been associated with 
Dr. Lawrence in every job I have had 
except one. After serving as his educa­
tional directed at the First Baptist 
Church in Shawnee I became head of 
the department of Bible and Religious 
Education in Oklahoma Baptist Uni­
versity of which he had become presi­
dent. After a leave of absence that I 
might complete my seminary work at 
Fort Worth, I resigned at Oklahoma 
Baptist University and went to Missouri 
as stewardship and Brotherhood worker. 
In the meantime Dr. Lawrence had be­
come state secretary there.

There followed an interval of thirteen 
years during which we were separated. 
He came to the Home Mission Board 
and I became president of Southwest 
Baptist College. In 1943 he asked that 
I become associated with him once 
more, this time as assistant secretary of 
the Home Mission Board. Thus, there 
was renewed the close fellowship of for­
mer years.

I have watched Dr. Lawrence in 
mpcs of prosperity and in times of ad­
versity, in hours of triumph and in times 
of sorrow. In every hour there emerges 
from his great character those three 
qualities—integrity, faith, and concern 
for others.

His implicit faith in God has sus­
tained him and inspired others in every 
vicissitude of life. He trusted the Lord 
as a lad dreaming his dreams of college 
and of Christian service. He sought di- 
vine leadership as pastor, state secre­
tary, and college president. The Lord 
was his counselor during the long trying 
\ears of debt-paying at the Home Mis­
sion Board and his triumph in re-estab­
lishing confidence and denominational 
'iipport. God was his stay during the 
long days of his wife's illness and at the 
ime of her departure. To hear him talk 
K the prayer service of our home mis- 
•ion staff, one realizes that the Lord is 
'till real to him as a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.

His deep concern for others does not 
find release in gushy expressions or in 
meaningless platitudes. He really cares, 

id that concern sends him to a place 
prayer or/to a field of service. As a 

! 'dor he was ever looking after his 
i oplc. As an administrator he is ever
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considerate of his associate's. As secre­
tary of the Home Mission Board his 
heart constantly goes out to the lost 
multitudes and to the missionaries who 
minister to them.

Dr. Lawrence is a splendid counselor. 
1 have taken many problems, both per­
sonal and professional, to him and have 
found him ready at all times to give 
prayerful consideration to them. He 
welcomes such opportunities for service. 
He is a busy man, using his time in 
study and writing, and some people have 
misinterpreted fiis preoccupation for in­
difference to current human needs but 
it is not so. No one finds greater joy in 
helping one with a personal problem 
than he does.

I look to Dr. Lawrence in love and 
respect much as a son would look to 
his father. I have laughed and joked 
with him, and one can find no more 
congenial companion. We have traveled 
together, roomed together, worked to­
gether, worshipped together, and prayed 
together.

We do not always agree. That is an­
other thing I like about Dr. Lawrence. 
He does not attempt to force upon one 
his point of view. He has strong convic­
tions hut he wants others to have con­
victions, too, and he respects theirs. 
Arguments concerning policies or meth­
ods in no way affect his personal friend­
ships.

Dr. Lawrence enjoys his hobbies. He 
used to be a good golfer but the strenu­
ous duties of administrative detail 
forced him to give that up. Now it is 
gardening and fishing. He delights to 
lock his problems in his office and go 
out to his farm where he can till the soil 
as he did in his boyhood or where he 
can hunt or fish.

Yes, I know Dr. Lawrence personally, 
and I wish that you might know him as 
I do. There is no doubt that his era of 
administration of home missions will 
be recognized by coming generations as 
one of the greatest periods in the history 
of the Home Mission Board. His mar­
velous sermons will continue to bless 
human lives long after he is gone. His 
writings on denominational polity and 
Christian doctrines will serve as Baptist 
guideposts to coming generations. He 
is truly a great man and a great leader.

But to me he is primarily and fore­
most a great Christian and a great 
friend.
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I He Led The Way
(Continued from Page 7)

Southern Baptist Program of Evangel­
ism. In fact, the present program of 
evangelism, as promoted by Southern 
Baptists, would not have been possible 
without his help and co-operation.

His influence in my life will not end 
with his retirement. My prayer is that 
God will spare him for many more 
years of service. If this is done, we may 
all rest assured that every day he will 
honor Christ with his life.

Respect and Concern for 
' the Churches

By Lewis W. Martin
Secretary Schools of Missions

Next to the Deity and in allegiance to 
the divine, Dr. J. B. Lawrence honors 
and respects New Testament churches. 
His penetrating study of the Scriptures 

agave him the New Testament concept of 
Rhe local church. His understanding of 
the church’s divine origin, nature, func­
tions, and responsibilities has dominated 
his missionary philosophies, practices, 
and programs.

On the churches he and the work of 
his agency were wholly dependent. Next 
to his Lord and unto his Lord, his stew­
ardship has been for the churches. Nev­
er should any of his staff, or his or their 
programs ignore, disrespect, or move in­
dependently of local churches.

One’s heart is revealed in his prayers. 
Dr. Lawrence has permitted his staff to 
look deep into his heart as he has prayed 
with them during his long administra­
tion. Those who have heard him pray 
love and appreciate him the more. 
Throughout the years of his Home 
Board secretaryship, the office staff has 
met for prayer every workday, usually 
at 10:30 A. M.

Repeatedly toward the close of the 
week. Dr. Lawrence remembered the 
churches and the pastors as they were 
making final preparations for Sunday. 
It was not a mercenary concern for 
their offerings but a spiritual concern 
for their evangelistic fervor and effec­
tiveness. Surely none has prayed more 
or more helpfully for pastors and 
churches thap Dr. Lawrence.

His concern for the churches is mani­
fest in every phase and program of home 
missions. That the churches might be in­
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formed and satisfied, enlightened and 
stimulated, taught and strengthened, 
educated and enlisted. Dr. Lawrence led 
the Home Board to participate in 
Schools of Missions soon after he be­
came secretary. Pamphlets promoting 
Schools of Missions were produced 
jointly with the Foreign Board early in 
his administration. Home missionaries 
have been encouraged to teach and 
speak in these schools all through the 
years. Staff members gave direction and 
helpful service.

January 1, 1943, a full-time secretary 
was appointed to promote, direct, and 
make home missionaries available sys­
tematically for Schools of Missions. 
Through the years it has been the desire 
of Dr. Lawrence that these schools shall 
be in and for and by the churches. The 
greatest benefits have come to the 
churches for whom he has such great 
concern.

When the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion vo|ed to receive California, Dr. 
Lawrence correctly took the position 
that that new state would be legally and 
scripturally in the Convention only after 
California churches were admitted. The 
Convention corrected its action to re­
ceive the churches by seating their mes­
sengers. This pleased Dr. Lawrence.

Rather than majoring on institutional 
work. Dr. Lawrence has considered the 
chief responsibility of the Home Board 
to be that of winning lost people to Je­
sus Christ and constituting them into 
Baptist churches for the purpose of win­
ning the lost that they in churches 
would perpetuate the cycle.

Southern Baptists will always be in­
debted to one who constantly sought to 
magnify, serve, and increase the number 
of her churches.

Young Men Encouraged
By Frank Halbeck

Field Secretary in Jewish Work

“Our strongest churches arc in our 
cities where Jewish people live. The 
members of these churches have an op­
portunity to meet Jews as individuals 
and to become friendly with them, thus 
opening the way for personal testimony 
about Christ. Once having established a 
friendly relationship with an individual 

Jew, he can be invited as a person;: 
guest to special church services and can 
be given tracts with the hope that thc\ 
will be read. It is the personal contac 
that counts. If Jews are won to Christ 
it will be by the personal soul-winning 
efforts of Christians in our local 
churches.”

This statement was not written by a 
worker among the Jewish people but it 
was written in an editorial by J. B. 
Lawrence. I have enjoyed my contact 
with Dr. Lawrence in the past few years 
for many reasons. First of all, he is a 
man who loves the Bible. The doctrines 
of the Scriptures as Baptists believe 
them are always in safe hands when Dr. 
Lawrence gives an interpretation.

Secondly, J. B. Lawrence is loyal to 
his denomination. By being Joyal docs 
not mean that he ever hesitates to voice 
his opinion when a principle is involved 
that he does not agree with. But he is 
a man who believes in the program of 
the denomination and he is constantly 
on the alert to seek better ways and 
means of solving the spiritual problems 
of our day.

Thirdly. Dr. Lawrence is interested 
in the future of the kingdom’s work. He 
often expresses that interest by being a 
friend of younger men in the ministry. 
He does not feel that young men betray 
the truth of the Scriptures nor is he pes­
simistic about their contribution to the 
work of the kingdom. He often has a 
kind word to say about the leading 
young preachers of today.

I shall never forget the salutation that 
I have often received from Dr. Law­
rence as he would toss his hand freely in 
the air and say. “How are you, young 
man?” His interest in all fields of home 
missions gives encouragement to every 
man in the office. We look with respect 
upon his leaving.

A Pioneer in Missions
By S. F. Dowis

Secretary of Co-operative Missions

J. B. Lawrence has been a pioneer in 
mission work throughout his ministi' 
As a pastor he thought out new mission 
activities for his churches and denomi­
nation. His pioneering statesmanship 
was demonstrated during his years as 
state secretary in Mississippi. Louisian., 
and Missouri and as president of Okl.i 
homa Baptist. University. The greatest 
opportunity for pioneering in missions

Southern Baptist Home Mission 

came to him as executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Home Mission Board. 
He came to this position on July 15, 
1929, when the Home Mission Board 
was heavily involved in debt. It could 
maintain few ifltosionaries on the field 
and at the same time pay the debt; but 
while the debt .was being paid Dr. Lawr­
ence was designing in a statesmanly 
manner a mission program to be pro­
moted by the Board as soon as the debt 
was paid.

The first of these new mission pro­
grams was city missions. His plan for 
city missions was to evangelize the cities 
through a definite program to be pro­
moted through church-sponsored local 
mission work in the cities. This program 
was put into an address by Dr. Lawr­
ence and delivered on several occasions 
prior to 1940. In the fall of 1940 he 
appeared before the Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
spoke on his plan for the evangelization 
of the cities. As a result, the City 
Mission Program was begun in Atlanta, 
Georgia in co-operation with the Atlan­
ta Baptist Association. The fruits of his 
thinking are,to be seen in forty-five city 
mission programs throughout the Con­
vention.

J. B. Lawrence grew up in a rural 
church and began his ministry in an 
open country church. He has always 
been keenly conscious of the contribu­
tion of rural churches to the denomina­
tion. and still thinks they arc important 
in the development of our Southern 
Baptist life. As state secretary in Mis­
sissippi he pioneered in a program to 
help and enlist rural churches.

As executive secretary of the Home 
Mission Board. Dr. Lawrence worked 
out a program designed to help the ru­
ral churches. This was called the "Revi­
talization of the Rural Church.” The 
purpose was to stimulate the witness of 
the rural church to the ends of the 
earth, and to revitalize it as a commu- 
nus institution for good. The program 
u ,s launched in 1944 by the Home Mis- 
si-n Board under the leadership of Dr. 
C-mrls Redford.

At present almost every state conven- 
ti i has a superintendent of mission 
« rk who gives his time largely to the 
rv- italization of rural churches. Addi- 
tii'iial missionaries in rural areas have 
in reased from three hundred to about 
si' hundred. Schools, colleges, and semi- 
n. cs have been enlisted in providing a 
rm ,1 life department for training lead­
er lor rural churches. A church survey 
pr ram has been developed for use in 
re\ ,'alizing the rural church. State and
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Convention-wide rural conferences have 
been promoted, and the Home Mission 
Board has adopted a twenty-five-year 
Rural Church Program for Southern 
Baptists. J. B. Lawrence has truly been 
a pioneer in rural church revitalization 
and time will prove the genius of his 
program.

A new field opened up which required 
wisdom in providing a program of work. 
Dr. Lawrence’s mission foresight led 
him to launch the great mission pro-, 
gram in the West and other pioneer 
fields in full co-operation with and un­
der the direction of the state boards in 
those areas. He led in providing mis­
sionaries, aid to mission pastors, and 
church building loan funds to help get 
the work under way in these pioneer 
fields. The wisdom of this work is seen 
in the fact that in 1943, when the Home 
Board debt was paid, there were only 
three state conventions west of Texas 
and Oklahoma, with 223 churches and 
33.241 members; and at the close of 
1952 there were five state conventions 
with 762 churches and 137,535 mem­
bers. In the other pioneer fields in the 
East there has been an equal growth. 
J. B. Lawrence has pioneered wisely in 
these mission fields.

In these pioneer fields where^ there 
are few churches and millions Of lost 
people. Dr. Lawrence has pioneered 
with the Good News Hour, a preaching 
program available by transcription 
through the Radio Commission. The 
program is now heard over fifty-five sta­
tions weekly, largely throughout the 
western and pioneer mission fields.

Under his leadership a program for 
the thousands of migrants has been 
worked out. Trailers are provided for 
the missionaries who follow these peo­
ple and minister to their spiritual needs. 
For Southern Baptists this is a new and 
much needed field of service.

Dr. Lawrence has been conscious of 
the needs of the more than six million 
people in the mountain areas of our 
Convention territory. This led to the 
Home Board's co-operation with Ken­
tucky Baptists in working out a Moun­
tain Mission Program in that state, 
which has proved its soundness and ef­
fectiveness in meeting the needs of the 
mountain areas.

Another product from the mind of 
this pioneer in missions has been the 
program in behalf of broken homes and 
juvenile delinquents. This program re­
quires careful planning and wise proce­
dure worked out with the courts of the 
land.

As evidence of the wisdom of J. B.

Lawrence as a pioneer in missions, the 
Home Mission Board is now offering to 
the churches of the Southern Baptist 
Convention a five-point program giving 
detailed instructions for helping all the 
young people in military service.

It became evident to Dr. Lawrence 
that many of our Southern Baptist peo­
ple were studying their Bibles through 
correspondence Bible courses offered by 
groups other than Baptists, and that 
such courses were leading many into be­
lieving strange doctrines. So he pro­
vided a Correspondence Bible Course, 
written by members pf his staff, and 
offered it to all who would enroll and

Continued on Page 30
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study their Bibles at home. Sixteen les­
sons have been written and the seven­
teenth is in process. There are 8,000 
people enrolled, and the reports show 
conversions and surrenders to definite 
Christian service through these lessons.

The Co-operative Missions Depart­
ment of the Home Mission Board is but 
one of the great evidences of wisdom 
from the mind of J. B. Lawrence, a pio­
neer in missions.

Dr. Lawrence and the 
Printed Page 
By John Caylor

Secretary of Education

From his early ministry. Dr. J. B. 
Lawrence realized the power of the 
printed page. He wrote articles and sto­
ries for the public press wherever he 
served. He was editor of a Baptist paper. 
He used the Baptist press to promote 
the work of three states he served as 
executive secretary. He was constantly 
pushing the work by "trusting the Lord 
and telling the people." He used his 
church bulletin for something more than 
announcements. He wrote, then re­
wrote, and recopied whatever material 
went into the printed copy. He was care­
ful about the way he said things in final 
form.

Upon coming to the Home Mission 
Board as executive secretary-treasurer 
Dr. Lawrence adopted for the Board his 
slogan, "Trust the Lord and Tell the 
People." For a quarter of a century he 
has been trying to tell the people about 
home missions. To do this he started 
Southern Baptist Home Missions and 
has been its editor through the years.

Editorial Writer
Dr. Lawrence used the editorial col­

umns of Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sions to express to Southern Baptists his 
convictions. His editorials dealt with 
doctrines, church polity, mission em­
phases, stewardship, and ideals in many 
realms. Perhaps his editorials have been 
copied more in the denominational 
press during the past ten years than 
those of any other writer. These editor­
ials have been requested for reprint out­
side of Baptist circles.

As Author of Books
Dr. Lawrence has written innumer­

able -tracts and pamphlets. In the field 

of books he has written twenty-one vol- 
umes. His books have dealt with home 
missions, state missions, doctrine, and 
denominational organization. He has 
released a number of books of sermons. 
Perhaps the most widely read of these 
was his latest book. Kindling for Revi­
vals Fires. It was extensively used in 
evangelistic crusades.

Promoting Publicity
While Dr. Lawrence never sought 

publicity for himself he is a great be­
liever in promotion by publicity. He has 
promoted publicity for home missions 
through state Baptist papers and has en­
joyed a cordial relationship with the 
editors. The editors have copied his edi­
torials and have picked up his para­
graphs. They have used the publicity 
material submitted by the Board. In ev­
ery way possible with full co-operation 
the denominational press has given 
home mission information as it has been 
furnished under the leadership of Dr. 
Lawrence.

Dr. Lawrence is a careful writer and 
edits his own material meticulously. He 
is a diligent student who seeks to ex­
press in article and sermon the ideas 
which come to him in his study. He is 
still "trusting the Lord and telling the 
people."

A Disciplinarian
By Alfred Carpenter

Director of Chaplains Commission

It is said that to achieve and succeed 
one must know how to discipline his 
own life; to live within well-defined poli­
cies. This is true of Dr. J. B. Lawrence. 
I have seen these policies demonstrated 
at his desk in the office, at annual Board 
meetings, on the mission fields, and in 
private life.

Being associated with him for twenty- 
two years as my pastor, my college 
president, and advisor (not boss) in 
home missions, permit me to mention a 
few well-defined policies I have noticed 
in his life.

AS MY PASTOR—“This church has 
called me as its pastor. I accept that re­
sponsibility. Woe be unto me if I falter 
therein." This was spoken in the pulpit 
of First Baptist Church. Shawnee, Okla­
homa, when as pastor he was being criti­
cized by church leaders and was under 
fire in the city because of his position in 
a pointed, pungent campaign against sin

AS MY COLLEGE PRESIDENT-

Southern Baptist Home Missions

"Take care of the kingdom first; then 
the kingdom will take care of you,” was 
Dr. Lawrence’s advice to a group of 
young preachers in Oklahoma Baptist 
University when the going was tough.
I fotipd this policy to be as true as the 
promises of God.

AS MY ADVISOR IN HOME MIS­
SIONS—“Plant churches in the cities. 
As go the cities, so goes the republic," 
said Dr. Lawrence on the mission field 
in interior Panama (1930), while I 
served as superintendent of missions 
there and Dr. Lawrence was visiting in 
the field. While on an itinerary of the 
interior he resolved: “When we get the 
debts paid, Southern Baptists must start 
mission work here with the Spanish peo­
ple." In discussing where to establish 
missions he made the above remark.

“A situation (a church) is more im­
portant than the loan. Keep a Baptist 
church in business and some day it will 
pay the loan in full.” I had returned to 
the States and had assumed work with 
the Church Loan Department (1932). 
I asked Dr. Lawrence for instructions in 
this difficult yet important task. His only 
reply was the above statement.

AS AN EXAMPLE IN STATES­
MANSHIP — "If Southern Baptist 
churches are to pay the debts of the 
Home Mission Board, then the Board 
must remain in the mission business. 
Take our goods off the shelf and the 
door of financial support will be closed." 
This was spoken at the bottom of the 
depression when the Board's creditors 
were demanding that every dollar re­
ceived by the Board be applied on the 
debts. Dr. Lawrence in his steadfastness 
won, and this policy not only saved the 
Home Mission Board but also the finan- 
u.il standing or credit of the denomi­
nation.

"Never expect recognition, then if 
' ou don’t receive it you are not disap­
pointed." At a meeting of Southwide 
denominational leaders following pay- 
nent of the Home Mission Board debts, 
which was a high hour not only for the 
Home Board but for the denomination, 

■ was evident that Dr. Lawrence had 
ot been accorded due consideration for 

os noble leadership. I mentioned this to 
'urn and his only reply was the above.

Well-defined policies and strict adher- 
t nce to them contribute to sane, safe, 
uccessful leadership. This I have seen
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demonstrated in the life of’ Dr. J. B. 
Lawrence.

A Friend of Minorities
By Loyd Corder

Secretary of Direct Missions

Among the Spanish of Florida, Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California, 
among the Indians of North Carolina, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Oklaho­
ma, Kansas, New Mexico, and Arizona, 
and among the French, Italian, Japan­
ese, Chinese, deaf-mutes, and all the 
other groups across the land, I have the 
question over and over again: “How is 
J. B. Lawrence?"

These humble Baptists of all colors 
and languages are not asking a polite 
question put of deference to his position 
as executive secretary of the Board that 
has supported their work. And the bur­
den of their concern is not whether his 
leadership is currently successful or 
popular. They are interested in the per­
sonal welfare of their personal friend 
with whom they have had happy asso­
ciations through the years of his varied 
ministry. They show genuine satisfac­
tion to learn that he is physically well, 
mentally alert, and spiritually fervent 
just as they have known him.

In 1944 Dr. Lawrence attended the 
Mexican Baptist Convention of Texas at 
Laredo, Texas. To the Mexican breth­
ren he was not a denominational digni­
tary, but a welcomed friend. It was 
heartwarming to see their individual 
greetings to him, to realize how much 
they appreciated him personally, and 
how grateful they ^vere for his leader­
ship of the Home Mission Board in 
carrying on the work and paying off the 
debt. Their convention voted to me­
morialize the Home Mission Board on 
this great accomplishment. They pre­
pared an expensive parchment with elab­
orate lettering in Spanish and English 
and very decorously presented it to him.

I have long had great respect and ad­
miration for his marvelous ability as a 
preacher of the Word, as a denomina­
tional statesman, and as a great execu­
tive and administrator; but in my most 
cherished thoughts of him he is my 
friend, the friend of the little man in the 
obscure place among the underprivi­
leged peoples of our land.

CHURCH FURNITURE . . .
Pews, Pulpits, Communion Tables, 
Chairs, Accessories, Wood Specialties, 
built of quality lumbered a reasonable 
price. Write for infoHnanwu to Moun­
tain Preachers Bible Schoorj^’ineville, 
Kentucky.  \ 
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for

Christmas

Oxford jsiblc 
traditionally the finest 
to give—and to receiw

SimeibjStfieiB&mostpnwl.by.Americans
npHE most appropriate gift at Christmas is the Holy Bible 
A in the King James Version. Give a Bible that will be 
cherished for a lifetime — an Oxford. Skilled artisans have 
been handcrafting Bibles at Oxford for centuries. That is 
why an Oxford Bible is traditionally the most beautiful — 
the “heirloom Bible.”

This year, for the first time, you 
can obtain your favorite Oxford 
Scofield Bible in a bright red bind­
ing. The new de luxe edition of this 
famous reference Bible with all the 
special Scofield helps, Concordance, 
and maps is printed on ultrathin 
India paper in extremely legible 
type. Hand-grained Morocco, 
leather, lined, slightly overlapping 
covers; handy size; 444" x 7 1/16", 
only 34" thick. Number 147x: in 
red, brown, or blue, with gold 
edges, $18.00. In black, with red- 
under-gold’edges, $17.50.

Also new this Christmas is the 
de luxe India paper edition of the 
Pilgrim Bible, a Bible that is spe­
cially helpful to the Christian who 
wishes the study of the Bible made 
easier. Contains notes prepared by 
Dr. E. Schuyler English with the 
assistance of 37outstanding scholars. 
Maps and diagrams. Fine hand- 
grained Morocco binding, leather 
lined, slightly overlapping covers. 
Size: 534" x 744", only 114" thick. 
Number 29x: in black, with red- 
under-gold edges, $17.50. In red or 
blue, with gold edges, $18.00

POCKET SCOFIELD
12x. All the famous Set 
field helps, unabridged, i 

f a Bible that measures onl
344" x 5 7/16" and i 
only 15/16" thick. Morot 
coette, limp, gold edge 
Black or blue. $8.5

CONCORDANCE BIBLE 
032B7x. 50,000 special rd 
erences. Maps. Size 4’4 
x 634", only 9/16" thicl 
Ultrathin India paper wit 
red-undcr-gold edge: 
French Morocco, over 
lapping covers.

Black, $6.5i

CHOOSE FROM MORE TUAS ]fiQ STYLES 

PRICED FROM */*$TO ^65
See these and other Oxford Bibles at your bookseller

1OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 11

Th^tshers of trite* Jfttg James J&riAe since l6f5

a ’ <r xoy

LARGE SCOFIELD 
with Coneordanca 
1B3x. A large Bible will 
large type. Maps. Sizi 
534" x 8!4", only ’4 
thick. Ultrathin India pa 
per with red-undcr gol< 
edges. French Morocco 
overlapping covers.

Black, $14 0(


