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missions Rife
Glorieta Assembly 
Grounds Part 
of 'National 
Landmark'

Secretary or Interior 
Stewart L. Udall an­
nounced that Glorieta 
Paas, New Mexico, has 
been deaipiatod a Ha-

Paas !■ owned by the 
Sunday School Board or. 
the Southam Baptiat 
Convention which zaln- ( 
tains Glorieta Baptist | 
Assembly Grounds there. , 
The Battle of Glorieta 
Pass (March 28 - 28, -i 
1862) ended a Confed­
erate attespt to seize ’ 
and hold a large por­

Home Mission Theme 
Announced 
for Assemblies

U.S. Baptist Missionary 
Beaten by Congo 
Soldiers
WMU Release Tract
on 30,000 Movement

tion of the southeast.
"Sharing Christ in the Homeland" was announced as the 1962 these ——
Mission Weeks at Ridgecrest and Glorieta Southern Baptist Assemblies by 
L. 0. Griffith of Atlanta, director of the Education and Promotion Division 
of the mission board. The theme a tie-in with the theme for the Baptist 
Jubilee Advance "Sharing Christ in the World," is part of an effort.to promote 
world missions in 1963 through all Baptist organizations. Kenneth L. Chafin 
of the Department of Evangelism, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, wlIYbe principle speaker at the Glorieta conference to-be held 
2-8 Aug. at Glorieta, New Mexico1. Leading the Bible study will be Courts Red­
ford of Atlanta, executive-secretary of the Home Mission Board. Music direc­
tor for the week will be Donald E. Barks of First Baptist Churoh, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. August 16-22 has been designated as Home Mission Week at Ridge­
crest, North Carolina. Principle speaker for the week will be Warren C. 
Hultgren of the First Baptist Church of Tulsa, Oklahoma. W. Morris Ford of 
Longview, Texas will conduct the Bible study during the conference. Direct­
ing the music program will be Dwight F. Phillips of First Baptist Churoh, 
Deoatur, Georgia. K .
Dr. W. B. Jung of New Orleans, La., was one of two Baptist missionaries 

' beaten by Congolese troops at Laluabourg in Kasai Province, it was reported 
here. Dr. Jung and Scottish-born Dr. Grant McIntosh were tied up by the 
soldiers and beaten with rifle butts,. according to reports reaching the 
capital. The incident occurred on Nov. 1.
The newest of a series of "how-to-do-it" tracts on Southern Baptists' 
30,000 Movement has been released by the Woman's Missionary Union, auxiliary 
to the Baptist convention with officers here. The leaflet, "Woman's Mis­
sionary Union in the 30,000 Movement," spells out areas of participation 
for the organization's effort to’start 20,000 missions and 10,000 churches 
by 1964. The women's groups are asked to participate in surveys to discover 
missions sites and help in starting the missions. Suggestions ask that the 
women "begin looking at the neglected sections of the community, the over­
looked rural areas nearby, the forgotten minority groups, and institutions 
housing lonely people of special need." The leaflet is distributed free by

Japanese Crusade 
in 1963 Planned 
by Texas Baptists

the state Women's Missionary Union offices.
The Baptist General Convention of Texas approved a massive five-week 
evangelistic crusade in Japan in 1963 as one phase of a "spiritual approach 
to world peace." According to preliminary plans, the crusade is expected 
to take several hundred Texas professional, business and industrial leaders 
and persons prominent in the athletic and entertainment world to Japan for 
evangelistic meetings in Tokyo and five other cities. Dr. T. A. Patterson, 
the convention's executive secretary, told some 6,000 messengers (del-^ 
egates) at its annual meeting that the crusade will be a "venture of faith" 
outside the state body's ordinary missionary work. Theme of the convention 
was a "Decade of Decision," pointing up the state body's ten-year program 
to promote higher education at its nine colleges. Attending the meeting 
for the first time as messengers were members, including Negroes, of the . 
Mexican Baptist Convention which earlier this year merged with the Texas 
Baptist Convention.
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nt ng out, rvtta oells, to the wild sky!
Ring, happy bells, across the snow! 
Ring in the valiant man and free, 
The larger heart, the kindlier hand! 
Ring out the darkness of the land, 
Ring in the Christ that is to be!

■—In Memoriam, 
Alfred Lord Tennyson

HMR Photo by Rogers

the missionary speaks:

Quotes from
Summer
Workers

"It does something to a person to look 
into the face of a 97 year old woman 
and hear her say that she has no re­
ligious preference."

Mary Elizabeth Bush, Idaho
“One junior boy I taught was con­
sidered the ‘bad boy’ of the group, 
hut he was very responsive. One day, 
to my dismay, he came in with a 
butcher knife. I quickly relieved him of 
it. At recess that day I gave him a New 
Testament for he had told me that he 
had never had a Bible. He promised to 
read it and bring it to Sunday School. 
At the end of the day, I watched him 
walk away going home—New Testa­
ment in his pocket and butcher knife 
inside his shirt. He turned back to wave 
a good-bye. and I could but wonder 
which instrument would control his 
life."

Carolyn Welch,(New Mexico
“I suggested to the Sunbeams that we 
bow our heads and thank God for his 
love. ‘Then.’ I said, 'Let’s take turns 
going around the table, thanking God 
as we pray. We’ll let Ricky be first.' 
The group seemed eager to pray and 1 
shut my eyes confidently waiting for 
Ricky to start. After several seconds 
while everything remained very quiet, I 
opened my eyes to investigate Ricky's 
trouble. To my amazement Ricky was 
hurriedly, but quietly ‘going around 
the table.’ ’’

Bettye Clift
“Physical needs as well as spiritual 
needs were pressing in their lives, and 
our lives were altered by the impres­
sions that were made on our hearts.” 
__________Annie E. Pruitt, Michigan
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STRONG 
drink is raging by Courts Redford

YeARS AGO I attended a flower 
show in St. Louis. It was beautiful. 
There was a series of floral displays 
representing the stages of life, from 
babyhood to the grave.

A beautiful nursery display exempli­
fied the beginning of life. In a second 
scene there was the flower garden that 
beautified t£e pathway of youth as he 
went to school. Later there were flow­
ers about the young couple as they sat 
together in a garden scene; then the 
engagement party, the wedding and on 
to the flowers on the grave that said 
goodbye to the loved one.

Directly after the wedding scene 
there was a display depicting a cock­
tail party. It was done in black and red 
with silver settings upon the table. 
Hundreds of red roses and rosebuds 
were used in this display. It was one of 
the most beautiful in the entire exhibit.

This scene seemed to be somewhat 
prophetic. It was the first scene after 
marriage. Can it be that most couples 
thus start their home life? That appears 
to be true in many cases.

There is someone who partakes of 
alcoholic beverages in 80 per cent of 
the American homes. Often the young 
couple, in company with other friends, 
makes of their new home a place of 
revelry and insobriety.

It was also significant that the scene 
was done in red and black. Red is a 

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and
whosoeverjs deceived thereby is not wise.” Proverb 20:1

danger signal; black is the symbol of 
death.

How apt it was that the red—the 
danger signal—should have been so 
prominent. It isknown that liquor con­
tributes very lately to divorce and 40 
the disintegration of home life and to 
juvenile- delinquency.

Liquor also contributes largely to 
absenteeism in industry and to failure 
in business and to poverty and pauper­
ism that deny the members of a fam­
ily the necessities of life.

In a church where I was preaching 
recently a man entered the church after 
the service had ended and all had left 
except two or three of us. The man was 
ragged and unshaven, and was under 
the influence of liquor. It was quite 
chilly outside and the man carried a 
coat. It developed that someone had 
given him the coat, but it was too small 
for him. He wanted to trade it for a 
larger one.

He had lived in the community in 
former years. He once had a prosperous 
business and a lovely home. He drank 
it all away. He was now bumming his 
way about the country and at the 
moment was trying to reach the bedside 
of a dying mother.

We told him of Christ and his power 
to save. He fell on his knees and con­
fessed his sins and cried to God for 
mercy. We helped him to get a ticket 
to his mother’s home. He seemed genu­

inely repentant and desirous of living 
the new life.

I have no way of knowing what hap­
pened to that man in the days ahead. 
1 only know that he was one of hun­
dreds of thousands who lose their way 
because of strong drink.

The other color used in the cocktail 
scene was black—the symbol of dark­
ness and death.

How prophetic of the fruition of 
alcoholism!

There are now more than 5,000,000 
chronic alcoholics and nearly half a 
million of them are hospitalized. Hun­
dreds of people are killed every year by 
drunken drivers. Millions are ill and in­
capacitated because of strong drink. 
Multitudes die prematurely. The cost 
in life and property is staggering.

Our people should not tolerate an 
evil which produces so much suffering, 
pain, anguish, anjj heartache.

We do not have to tolerate strong 
drink. Christian people can prohibit 
and control the sale and distribution of 
alcoholic beverages any time they de­
sire. The love of money, the fear of 
criticism, and among some the desire to 
drink, prevent many of our church 
people from taking a definite stand 
against this sin.

It is high time that the American 
people awaken out of their lethargy and 
their selfishness and take a bold stand 
for sobriety and righteousness.

Southern Baptists in Illinois
An old convention with a

new expansion by John C. Taylor

THE LIFE of Southern Baptists in 
the North is not entirely a Baptist 
movement crossing the Mason-Dixon 
line since World War II.

Southern Baptists in Illinois trace 
their development hack to 1786 when 
Virginians, Kentuckians, Georgians, 
Tennesseans, and Carolinians moved 
into the prairie territory of the lllini 
Indians.

With claims to being the first Bap­
tists in the state, Southern Baptists also 
stand as the most numerous group of 
Baptists in this, the third largest state. 
There are 838 Southern Baptist churches 
with 156,000 members in the cornhelt 
state.

But the "old convention,” named 
Illinois Baptist State Association, be­
gan its modern expansion I I years ago 
and it has planted 256 new churches 
in Illinois since 1950.

The whole Chicago metropolis illus­
trates the response of Illinois Baptists 

HAROLD E. CAME­
RON, secretary of 
the department of 
missions for Illinois 
Baptists, posts a new 
pin on his office map 
which marks every 
church in Illinois. 
Noel M. Taylor, ex­
ecutive secretary of 
Illinois Baptists looks 
on.

and (he Home Mission Board to the 
need for new Baptist churches. In 1950 
there were six Southern Baptist churches 
in Greater Chicago. Now there are 1 18.

Baptists are surrounding the huge 
city, a hub of American transportation, 
industry and business life, with South­
ern Baptist churches. Many already 
have well-located property and first or 
second units of building.

The mission board selected Chicago 
for its first “Big Cities Program" in 
1958, adding impetus to the state's 
campaign for adequate buildings.

City missionary for Chicago, William 
A Powell cites the First Baptist Church, 
Wheeling, as a "fruit of the Big Cities 
Program."

Summer student missionaries helped 
Powell make a survey at Wheeling. In* 
less than a year after the Wheeling 
church organized it sponsored another 
mission. In January of this year the 
Wheeling church opened a mission in
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NOEL M. TAYLOR (RIGHT) PRESENTS Charles W. Bragg, oldest pastor in 
the northern section of the state, to the Illinois Baptist Convention at its first 
annual meeting in the northern region.

another suburban section of Chicago 
where 5.000 people live without a 
church in their community.

A Church with 28 Missions
Fifteen years ago at Harvey, another 

suburb of the Chicago area, a handful 
of Baptists from Kentucky met for 
Sunday school in a Seventh-Day Ad­
ventist building. They soon organized 
the Harvey Missionary Baptist Church, 
which today has 700 members and 
owns an entire city block of property. 
The church also completed a lovely 
new pastorium this year.

The Harvey church illustrates the 
mission spirit of Illinois Baptists as they 
joined other Southern Baptists in the 
30,000 Movement. This one church 
has. directly or indirectly, sponsored 
28 missions which became Baptist 
churches.

Consequently, Harvey Baptists have 
grown in the last seven y<ars from 41 

members to 4,183 Baptists in the 28 
churches.

But Southern Baptist expansion in 
( hicago is not the whole story of Illi­
nois expansion.

The same planting of new' churches 
takes place in other Illinois cities such 
as Rockford, the tool and die capitol of 
the world: Peoria, a home of earth­
moving machinery; Springfield where 
Abraham Lincoln is buried; Granite 
City, a steel city: and Champaign-Ur­
bana. the sod once trod by Red "Gal­
loping Ghost" Grange, a Big Ten con­
ference football star.

Three area missionaries serve the 
state association in the middle and 
northern half of the state. One, Preston 
Denton who lives al Rockford, relates 
this experience.

One day last year he drove up to 
the home of a Baptist family at Ro­
chelle. They were the first of several

A. C. QUEEN, PRESIDENT of the South­
ern Illinois College <$F Bible at Carbon­
dale and secretary of the newly created 
Department of Higher Education for the 
Illinois Baptist State Association.

GILBERT B. WAUD, president of the Champaign Chair of Bible 
at the University of Illinois, watches workmen prepare the 
installation of front glass in the new half million dollar Baptist

Student Center, completed this year. The building houses BSU 
offices, student recreation facilities, dormitory rooms, a cafe­
teria, and the Chair of Bible offices and classrooms.

of 
1HPTI5T 
TUBEBT 
,'EHTER
THERM BAPTIST CONVENTION)
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A. F. TUCK (RIGHT), PASTOR of the Garden Hills Chapel at Champaign, talks to 
native Illinoisan, Wayne Askew.

new expansion in Illinois
(Continued)

J. B. BUCHANAN, PASTOR of the First Baptist Church, Clarendon Hills (Chicago), 
points to new houses being built across the lake from his church. Buchanan is 
moderator of the Chicago Southern Baptist Association this year (1961-62).

families from the South to locate at 
Rochelle and work in Rockford. Den­
ton got the news of these Southern 
Baptists from members of the Fourth 
Avenue Baptist Church at Rockford.

The wife was sitting by the large 
picture window getting a home-kit 
permanent wave from a neighbor, an­
other Baptist.

“Oh, my goodness!" she said as she 
saw Denton walking up the front steps. 
"Here comes a salesman.”

She hurried to the door, assuring her 
husband and her neighbor that she 
could "get rid of him in a hurry.”

After Denton stated his purpose of 
discussing a new Southern Baptist mis­
sion at Rochelle, both her husband and 
neighbor rushed to the door to invite 
him in. He stayed more than three 
hours, and, “they also invited me for 
‘pot-luck’ supper,” he said.

Denton’s survey revealed enough 
Southern Baptists and unchurched peo­
ple at Rochelle to organize a church.

Soon a letter came to the area mis­
sionary from a pastor saying, "For 
months my church has been talking 
about doing something tangible in the 
30,000 Movement of Southern Bap­
tists." That pastor’s church became the 
sponsor of the Fifth Avenue Baptist 
mission, Rochelle. This mission became 
the first to constitute into a church this 
year, one minute after midnight, Janu­
ary 1, 1961.

Expansion All over the State
Rapid expansion of Illinois Baptists 

is not confined to the northern part of 
the state, however.

About half of the 256 new Baptist 
churches planted in the midwestern 

prairie state lie in the southern half of 
the state—using the state capitol, his­
toric Springfield, as a dividing line.

A native of Southern Illinois, Noel 
M. Taylor, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church at Marion, accepted the posi­
tion of executive-secretary in 1946. 
Under his leadership Illinois Baptists 
have found the fullest advantages of 
Southern-Baptist-type cooperation and 
have assumed a place of leadership 
among the Great Lakes states of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Taylor often says records prove the 
wisdom of starting new churches and 
population growth beckons Baptist ex­
pansion.

“Besides,” he adds, "I think that is 
exactly what Christ would have us do 
—start new churches.”

Illinois, the land of Abraham Lincoln, 
Adlai Stevenson, Al Capone, Jane Hull, 
and the freedom-of-the-press martyr, 
Elijah P. Lovejoy, now boasts a popu­
lation of more than 10 million. Half of 
these are still unchurched.

In a state where Southern Baptists 
are not as numerous as in the South, 
new churches often find building and 
property loans difficult or near impos­
sible. The Illinois Baptist State Asso­
ciation tackled this problem with its 
"Convention-backed Bond Plan."

THE CONVENTION-BACKED bond plan has provided $5,300,000.00 toward 
expansion as of November 1, 1961.

“This plan has provided a total of 
$5 million for 128 churches built since 
April, 1956," Taylor said.

The state association has a guaranty 
fund of more than $350,000.00 where­
by it guarantees to replace any de­
faulted bond with an undefaulted bond 
of another church.

"That bond plan releases large sums 
of money for church buildings which 
otherwise would not be put to service 
for Baptist causes,” Taylor explained. 
“It has provided more than $900,000.00 
a year for financing new church build­
ings."

Five other state conventions have 
adopted the plan.

The state association owns a modern 
three-story building, called the Baptist 
Building, at Carbondale, completed in 
1953. It houses all state offices and the 
Baptist Book Store.

Institutions operated by the Illinois 
Baptist State Association include an 
accredited Chair of Bible at the Uni­
versity of Illinois, a College of Bible 
at Southern Illinois University at Car­
bondale, the Lincoln Place Mission at 
Granite City, a Good Will Center at 
East St. Louis, and a Baptist Children's 
Home at Carmi.

A three-association campaign is seek­
ing to raise funds for a Baptist Student 
Center near the new Edwardsville cam­
pus of Southern Illinois University.

WILLIAM A. POWELL, NATIVE of Alabama and superintendent of city missions in 
Chicago, dictates most of his letters while driving his compact car over the Chicago 
area.
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The ice was cut from a creek in a 
location called Waterloo, and James 
Lemen, Sr., became the first person 
to be baptized by immersion in Illinois.

ILLINOIS Baptists’ history sparkles 
with typical Baptist beginnings which 
go back to the influences of Luther 
Rice and the Triennial Convention.

“Southern Baptists have been in 
Illinois long before there was a South­
ern Baptist Convention or an Illinois 
Baptist State Association,” L. H. 
Moore, editor of The Illinois Baptist 
(state newspaper) said in his com­
prehensive history, Southern Baptists 
in Illinois.

The first American settlers and the 
first Baptists in the Illinois territory 
migrated from the South.

In 1786 when a Kentucky Baptist 
preacher, “Elder" James Smith, visited 
a community near Fort Kaskaskia and 
St. Louis—settled by retired soldiers of 
General George Rogers Clark—Baptist 
activity began in what is now Illinois.

Among “Elder" Smith's first converts 
was James Lemen, Sr., whose great- 
great-great grandson is an active dea­
con today in the Westview Baptist 
Church (Southern) at Belleville.

Lemen, a personal friend of Thomas 
Jefferson, had embarked down the 
Ohio river in a flatboat to move his 
family from Virginia. The boat cap­
sized. ano Lemen lost all his goods but 
managed a heroic rescue of his family. 
His four sons later became Baptist 
preachers.

Lemen had reached Kaskaskia by 
way of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
in July, 1786, and settled near his 
father-in-law. Captain Joseph Ogle. He 
called his new community, New De­
sign.

“Elder" Smith returned three years 
later, but Indians ambushed the white 
settlers during their efforts to consti­
tute a Baptist church. A woman was 
killed, a man critically wounded, and 
the Kentucky preacher carried away to 
Indiana for ransom.

The New Design settlers continued 
their Bible reading and worship in the 
Lemen home. Four>.years later services 
were being conducted by Shadrach

Bond, who had been converted at the 
same time as Lemen. A visitor walked 
in the door.

“We invite you, Sir, to offer a clos­
ing prayer, if you are a praying man," 
Shadrach Bond said at the close of the 
service.

To the settlers’ surprise the stranger 
knelt and “devoutly and impressively” 
prayed.

Thus they found their visitor to be 
“Elder" Josiah Dodge, another Baptist 
preacher from Kentucky, who was vis­
iting his ^nctor-brother at St. Gene­
vieve, Missouri, across the Mississippi.

Having heard of the little group of 
Christians in the Illinois territory, 
Preacher Dodge crossed 01’ Maq River 
and walked to the New Design settle­
ment.

Lemen and four others requested 
baptism by Preacher Dodge. They cut 
the ice in a creek at a location now 
called Waterloo, and James Lemen, Sr., 
became the first person to be baptized 
by immersion in Illinois.

Two more years elapsed and in 1796 
the first Baptist preacher to make his 
home in Illinois, David Badgely, moved 
to New Design from Virginia. As a re­
sult a Baptist church was organized. It 
became the second evangelical church 
of Illinois—Lemen’s father-in-law had 
helped organize a Methodist Church in 
his nearby settlement the year before.

Southerners led the first three of five 
separate Baptist beginnings in the state 
of Illinois, each independent of the 
other.

The first, at New Design, consisted 
mostly of Virginians, aided by two 
preachers from Kentucky.

The second, in Williamson County, 
was settled by a group from Grassy 
Creek, North Carolina.

The third was formed in Hardin 
county on the banks of the Ohio river 
by Southerners from Kentucky and 
Tennessee.

The fourth group organized in the 
eastern part of the state on the banks 

of the Wabash river. There a church 
grew out of the missionary zeal from 
Luther Rice and Adoniram Judson in 
the East.

The fifth took place in Chicago, the 
land where a Southern Illinois banker 
once refused loans for businesses in 
“that desolate swamp which could have 
no future.”

Were that banker still alive he could 
have witnessed two Southern Baptist 
Conventions at Chicago, one in 1950 
and the other in 1957. Incidentally, 
both times the convention met in Illi­
nois new seminaries were endorsed: 
Southeastern in 1950 and Midwestern 
in 1957.

The early Chicago settlers came from 
New York, Pennsylvania and Ohio to 
northern Illinois.

Thus, two divergent streams of set­
tlers came to Illinois. Southerners from 
the Appalachian-Piedmont areas of the 
Mid-South settled in Southern Illinois 
and European immigrants from the 
northeastern states settled Northern 
Illinois.

John Mason Peck, a New Englander 
of the Triennial Convention, became 
the father of organized Baptist life in 
Illinois. He firmly believed in the cause 
of missions as opposed to the “Hard­
shell" anti-mission doctrines which had 
their beginnings in Illinois.

Peck, who was sent as the first home 
missionary to the “far west" by the 
Triennial Convention, was soon asked 
to move to Indiana to preach to the 
Indians. He refused and moved to Illi­
nois in 1822, settling to the east of St. 
Louis.

This metropolitan area in Illinois, 
which now has three Baptist associa­
tions with 71 churches is called “East- 
side" by the St. Louis newspapers. But 
Illinoisans speffk of the area by the 
city names such as Alton, Granite City, 
and East St. Lotfis.

The “Luther Rice of the Midwest," 
Peck organized the first state conven-

Home Missions

first person baptized in Illinois in 1793.

of organized Baptist life in Illinois and first home missionary 
of Baptists. Lemen is the great-great-great grandson of
James Lemen, Sr.,
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GUY F. LEMEN (left) and Eugene W. Dailey, pastor of 
Westview Baptist Church (Southern) of Belleville, examine 
historical marker placed by the state of Illinois on U.S. high­
way 50 at the site of the home of John Mason Peck, father

oil this srnuw 
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tion in Illinois, started the first Baptist 
college in the state (1827), and in­
fluenced the formation of the Baptist 
Home Mission Society which still exists.

The first state convention, under 
Peck’s influence, organized in a bam— 
the "Hardshells” who were in a ma­
jority at the church where the messen­
gers were to meet, refused the “mis­
sionary Baptists” the use of the church.

Later controversies over missions, 
ritualism, open and close communion, 

alien immersion and “modernism" at 
Chicago (Baptist) University finally 
culminated in the organization of the 
Illinois Baptist State Association.

On January 15, 1907, messengers 
from 226 Baptist churches in Southern 
Illinois met at Pinckneyville, the little 
town once featured in Life magazine 
for its high school basketball.

The new state organization used the 
name "association" rather than “con­
vention" to distinguish itself from the 

Baptist General Convention which later 
became the American Baptist Conven­
tion (Northern).

Three years later, at the 1910 Balti­
more meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Baptist statesman, E. Y. 
Mullins, made the motion which* car­
ried “without dissent” that the report 
of the committee on registrations, in­
cluding Illinois messengers, be adopted. 
Thus, Illinois Baptists affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist Convention.
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Corpus 
Christi 

Association 
Accepts 

Negro 
Messengers

M ESSENGERS from two Negro 
Baptist churches have been accepted by 
the Corpus Christi Baptist Association 
in Texas, which cooperates with the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Meeting for its fiftieth anniversary 
session, more than 1,000 messengers to 
the association voted unanimously to

HARRY GRANTZ, MODERATOR, AND 
W. H. COLSON, city missionary, wel­
come messengers from two Negro 
churches accepted by Corpus Christi 
Baptist Association during its Golden 
Anniversary services. 

accept as full-fledged members the mes­
sengers from the two colored churches.

Following cooperation with the Cor­
pus Christi Association, the two 
churches could send messengers to both 
the Southern Baptist Convention and 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas.

The churches, St. John’s Baptist 
Church and the Friendship Baptist 
Church, would be the fourth and fifth 
all-Negro Baptist churches affiliated 
with Southern Baptists.

The 800-member St. John’s Baptist 
Church, organized in 1874, is the old­
est Baptist church in deep South Texas.

Corpus Christi Baptist Association 
Missions Superintendent W. H Colson 
said that the Negro race had been 
preaching the gospel in Corpus Christi 
longer than any other Baptists, and 
said there could be no better way to 
observe the fiftieth anniversary of the 
association than to accept messengers 
from Negro churches into its fellow­
ship.

“We are thrilled,” said Colson, “that 
the fine Christian people of Corpus 
Christi are accepting this thing on such 
a decent and Christian scale, and we 
rejoice that our future efforts will go 
hand-in-hand.”

Colson said the move was not in 
any way forced upon the association, 
but rather had been developing un­
pressured by any group for a long time.

AH seven pastors of Negro Baptist 
churches are members of the Corpus 
Christi Baptist Pastors’ Conference, and 
attend regularly.

Both the St. John’s Baptist Church 
and the 300-member Friendship Bap­
tist Church will keep their present mem­
bership in the National Baptist Con­
vention, Inc., and maintain a dual re­
lationship with National Baptists and 
Southern Baptists.

Three other Negro Baptist churches, 
the 800-member Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Austin, Texas, and the St. John 
Baptist Church in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, and the New Hope Baptist 
Church in Albuquerque, have been ad­
mitted to local associations affiliated 
with Southern Baptists.

The Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 
in Austin was dropped from the Aus­
tin Baptist Association rolls because it 
failed to send in annual reports.

Porter Routh, executive secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Execu-W 
tive Committee, said there is no clause 
in the Southern Baptist constitution re­
stricting membership according to race.

Acceptance of Negro Baptist church­
es for membership in local associations 
is entirely a local matter to be decided 
by each autonomous association.

T X
IN THIS country where Baptists and 
Roman Catholics live and work side by 
side without restriction, the problem 
of mixed marriages is a very real and 
practical question. At the root of the 
problem is the Roman Catholic attitude 
of exclusiveness which goes so far as to 
refuse its members the privilege of even 
attending a Baptist service without 
special 'permission. No happiness or 
unity of spirit can be had between the 
partners of a marriage where one is 
schooled in such an attitude of religious 
training.

Added to this is the Roman Catholic 
Church’s claim to sole jurisdiction over 
the marriages of all Christians. In fact, 
it condemns every mixed marriage 
between a Baptist and a Roman Catholic 
as sinful and invalid unless it is per­
formed by a Roman Catholic priest. It 
requires the signing of contracts that 
all children bom of the union will be 
baptized and brought up as Roman 
Catholics. It further demands that the 
Baptist party take six or eight weeks' 
instruction in the Roman Catholic re­
ligion previous to marriage. After the 
marriage it requires the Catholic party 
to exploit the intimacies of marriage so 
as to induce the Baptist party to join 
the Roman Catholic Church.

All these claims of the Roman 
Catholic Church arise from its teaching 
that marriage is a sacrament instituted 
by Christ and as such is within the 
power of the Roman Catholic Church 
alone to administer. The Baptist view 
is that marriage, though a very sacred 
institution, is not a sacrament, since 
there is no evidence in the New Testa­
ment that Christ ever instituted it as 
such. Baptist teaching holds that mar­
riage is "an honorable estate, ordained 
of God unto the fulfilling and perfect­
ing of the love of man and woman.” 
Baptists consequently do not attempt 
to control marriage as the Roman 
Catholics do, and intervene only in 
cases involving some violation of the 
clear teaching of Christ.

In democratic countries the validity 
of marriage, by the will of the people, 
rests upon a civil contract basis. Bap­
tists abide by the law in the matter and 
do not make any attempt to exploit 
control of it to increase the membership 
of their church as the Roman Catholic 
Church does.

In dealing with mixed marriages we 
encounter the difficulties injected into 
the form and manner of the marriage 
itself by the Roman Catholic Church. 
The Catholic Church will not allow a 
Baptist minister to be associated in any 
way with the ceremony, nor will it 
allow a Roman Catholic priest to 
assist in a Baptist marriage ceremony.

the 
problem 
of mixed 
marriages

by William E. Burke
A former Catholic priest 
Atlon/o, Georgia

If the parties are married by a Baptist 
minister, the Catholic Church condemns 
the marriage as no marriage at all and 
deprives the Catholic party of the 
sacraments. This means that the Roman 
Catholic party is excommunicated or 
cut off from his or her church. Although 
the marriage is regarded as perfectly 
legal by society and the state, the 
Catholic Church declares that the 
parties to it are living in sin, and as 
long as they live together the Catholic 
party will be refused absolution of any 
and all sins by the priest.

We must be mindful that constant 
difficulties develop in the home that is 
divided so completely on the matter of 

eternal salvation. The children reach 
the age when religious instruction must 
begin and the Baptist father married to 
a Roman Catholic is forcibly reminded 
of his signed agreement to allow his 
children to be brought up in the Roman 
Catholic Church. They go off with his 
wife to one church while he makes his 
way to another. They are taught that 
all non-Catholics, including their father, 
are deprived of the means of salvation 
and stand no chance of being saved 
except in the rare contingency that 
they are “invincibly ignorant” of the 
Roman Catholic religion. They are 
taught a philosophy of life and a code 
of ethics that outrage his conscience 
as a good Baptist.

Can love and domestic happiness 
flourish in such a home? Can the ro­
mantic love of two people remain stead­
fast where there in no union of the 
spirit? In the presence of the great 
finalities of life that lay bare its harsh 
realities, that which seems to be union 
is shown to be no union at all, since 
souls desperately in need of each other 
are left separated and alone.

The problem of mixed marriages is 
one of particular concern to Baptists. 
Through mixed marriages the souls of 
their young people are robbed of their 
spiritual heritage. In most cases, it is 
the Baptist party that yields to the 
Catholic, since the Ronjan Catholic 
Church is a totalitarian institution that 
permits no toleration of other religions 
and intimidates its members by dire 
threats of excommunication and forbids 
them to yield to the rights of others. 
Being confronted with this grave prob­
lem we must instill into the hearts and 
minds of our young people solid re­
ligious convictions so that they will not 
sign away Jesus Christ for the love of 
some human being. This responsibility 
must be assumed by all concerned with 
the spiritual welfare of our youth, 
especially the church and the home.

Upholders of American law and 
democratic justice should also see to it 
that the validity of a marriage should 
not be made dependent upon the de­
mands of the Roman Catholic Church.

Best of all is for Baptists to preach 
without ceasing to the people: “Do not 
marry a Roman Catholic. Do not per­
mit yourself to fall in love with a 
Catholic, for love is unreasoning and 
lures its victims into thinking that there 
are exceptions to all rules and exper­
iences. Fear of the threats of the 
Catholic Church is greater than the 
love which a Catholic boy or girl may 
profess for you. This fear will win out 
in the end and rob you of your love 
and happiness as well as the eternal 
salvation of yourself and your unborn 
children.”
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Evangelism Takes 
New Approach 
to Commitment

by Jack Stanton
Associate Director, Division of Evangelism, HMB

"To read it is like reading 
the great story tor the first time.”

- LIFE

S OUTHERN BAPTISTS are known 
throughout the Christian world as 
evangelistic, witnessing Christians. The 
January emphasis placed on commit­
ment to soul-winning helps to strength­
en the effectiveness of our witness.

Soul-Winning Commitment Day has 
been observed the first Sunday in Janu­
ary for a number of years in our 
churches, but this year something new 
has been added. There is a new goal, 
a new clinic, and a new program of 
training. Here are the steps which are 
expected to place millions in the field 
witnessing.

Pastors, working with church coun­
cils, will lead in such prayerful prep­
aration as making the plans known to 
the people, securing the Soul-Winning 
Commitment Cards (form E-9) from 
the Baptist Book Store and giving each 
member one, urging the people to un­
dergird the plans with prayer, and 
teaching and preaching on personal 
soul-winning.

On Commitment Day, pastors will 
speak on personal soul-winning and 
make strong appeals for every member 
to sign the commitment card, and write 
in names of lost people for whom they 
are concerned. Those who sign the 
cards will be asked to come forward for 
a prayer of dedication. After the cards 
are gathered and checked against the 
church membership, continued effort 
will be made through personal contact 
to enlist others in the important task of 
personal evangelism.

Teaching and training comes next. 
Many churches immediately will start 
a training program for those who 
pledged themselves to soul-winning. The 

names of those enlisted in soul-winning 
will be listed for soul-winning visita­
tion; and the names of the prospects 
will be shared with all the organizations 
of the church, especially the Sunday 
school.

Following prayer for guidance and 
power, those committed for soul-win­
ning visitation will be sent out two-by- 
two to definite prospects. The Visita­
tion Card (form 120) will be used to 
help in getting an accurate report of 
the visit, and in securing important in­
formation on those not won.

Reports from last year show that 
many churches had outstanding Soul- 
Winning Commitment Day services, 
but did not carry through with a train­
ing and visitation program. Therefore, 
many are planning the following pro­
cedures:

A New Goal
On January 7 a call will be given 

for the enlistment of at least 5,500.000 
personal soul-winners. Jesus said, ". . . 
as my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you" (John 20:21). Every 
Christian has been called of God to be 
a personal sdul-winner.

A New Clinic
Immediately following Soul-Winning 

Commitment Day, the pastor will call 
all the Sunday school teachers together, 
give them the name of those who signed 
Soul-Winning Commitment Cards, and 
teach the teachers how they can use 
those who signed the cards to win souls.

A New Program of Training
Special training in soul-winning will 

be given on Wednesday nights, January 
17, 24, 31, using We Are Witnesses as 
a textbook.

We Are Witnesses is a three-chapter 
booklet especially prepared for this per­
iod of training. It can be purchased 
from the Home Mission Board, 161 
Spring Street, N. W., Atlanta 3, Geor­
gia, for five cents a copy. Every mem­
ber of the church should have a copy.

The first chapter deals with the need 
for personal witnessing as it relates to 
God. the church, the saved, and the 
lost and is written by Jack Stanton, 
associate in the Division of Evangelism, 
Home Mission Board. Tne purpose of 
this chapter is to help create a spirit 
of concern for and a feeling of re­
sponsibility to the lost.

C. E. Autrey, director of the Division 
of Evangelism, writes in the second 
chapter on how to witness covering 
such important subjects as “how to be­
gin a soul-winning conversation;” "make 
plain the plan of salvation from the 
Scripture;" and, "lead the lost person 
to a definite commitment of his life to 
Christ."

The last chapter is on excuses and 
was prepared by Kenneth Chafin, who is 
head of the Department of Evangelism 
of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. It deals with the nature of 
excuses and suggests a simple approach 
to discover what is behind the excuse. 
By illustration, a method is presented 
to help anyone give Bible answers to 
excuses.

At the close of each teaching session, 
prospect cards should be given out for 
soul-winning visitation.

“He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him" (Psalm 126:6).

460 pages. Order from your BAPTIST BOOK STORE $4.95

Published jointly, z—Jala throughout the world, by
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS ^W CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

use next two pages as a poster y
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Introduction

IMLaNY visits have been made with very poor results. Most every 
Sunday school class does visitation evangelism with small effect. 
Why is this true? The trouble lies, not with the technique, but with 
its use. The majority of Christians want to witness, and many have 
pledged to do so. They have even gone out and visited the un­
churched. They have in a large measure met with failure. Why is 
this? It is imperative that we know why.

The witnesses have not received adequate training. Because of 
this, they have made grievous blunders, or on the other hand, 
timidity due to lack of confidence has driven them out of the busi­
ness. In these pages we seek to give the pastors vital material which 
they may use to train those who have committed themselves to 
witness.

This little book does not have all the answers. It contains a few 
elementary methods which will help the beginner start with a little 
more confidence. The witnesses are not to memorize the contents 
of this book and then go out to win all the world by a few terse 
statements and pat answers. There is no cut and dried way to do 
it. There is no infallible set of answers or rules by which to operate. 
There are some general principles to hold in mind. This brief study 
is om*y the first step in ayife of study, research, and application for 
the conscientious witness.

Every person who commits himself to witness and who studies 
this book must always remember to trust God for power and follow 
at all times the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The witness has no 
power apart from the Holy Spirit. He must seek no fruit apart from 
the fruits with which God blesses his labors. His purpose will never 
be to add to the church rolls, but to see men bom into the family 
of God.

—C. E. Autrey, director 
Division of Evangelism 
Home Mission Board, SBC

*
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By Jack Stanton
Associate Director, Division of Evangelism, HMB

O UR world is growing more pagan at the rate of 38 million souls a 
year. In 1850 it took an average of five Christians a year to lead one 
person to Christ; today it takes an average of 100 Christians. In this day 
of tragic need we must do more than invite people to church; we must 
bring them face to face with Christ.

The resurrected Lord appearing to his disciples said, "... Thus it 
is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And 
ye are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:46-48).

A New Testament witness will confront the lost man with the good 
news that Christ died for his sins, rose again for his justification, and that 
by repentance and faith he can experience remission of his sins.

The need for personal witnessing is rooted deep in the very nature of 
a loving God and his plan for redeeming lost mankind. It is vividly 
brought to focus by the tragic condition of today’s world.

This chapter will discuss the need for personal witnessing as it is 
related to God, the church, the Christian, and the lost.

Witnessing Related to God

God has always taken the initiative. He set the example of personal 
interest when he came seeking Adam, crying out, “Where art thou?” He 
is a just and loving Father, seeking a prodigal son.

1. God’s word reveals that every Christian is to be a personal wit­
ness. Jesus said, “. . . Come ye after me and I will make you to become 
fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). And, again, “He that is not with me is 
against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad” 
(Matt. 12:30).

The Bible reveals that Jesus is our divine example in personal wit­
nessing. Although followed by great multitudes, he never lost sight of the 
individual. He took time to discourse with Nicodemus at night, speak to 
Zacchaeus in the tree, answer the spiritual needs of the woman at the
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nessing. Every Thursday is set aside 
for soul-winning visitation.

The Mid-City Baptist Church of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, is another 
great soul-winning church—baptizing 
around 350 each year.

The pastor, J. Paul Driscoll, 
teaches every person who attends his 
new members’ class how to win souls.

On their recent anniversary they 
had 50 additions with 38 coming for 
baptism. The following Sunday in the 
regular services they had 34 for 
baptism.

This is the fruit that comes from 
giving personal attention to each 
member regarding their responsibil­
ity to witness for Christ.

Witnessing Related to the Christian
How long has it been since you 

won a soul to Christ? How long 
since you tried? Every Christian has 
been called and commissioned of 
God to be a personal witness. If you 
are not trying to win souls to Christ, 
you are not following him as you 
should.

1. It is the privilege and respon­
sibility of every believer to be a 
witness. It ^estimated that less than 
one per cent of our people <tyer 
make any serious effort to win souls. 
This indicates our lack of concern. 
Every Christian has been called, to 
be a witness; there is no exception.

Jesus prayed, “As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world" (John 
17:18). And, again, “Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through 
their word" (John 17:20). He came 
". . . to seek and to save that which 
was lost" (Luke 19:10). As a wit­
ness we are to have the same pur­
pose, engage in the same program, 
and, thank God, have access to the 

same power.
2. It is the natural, normal thing 

for a healthy Christian identified with 
Christ to bear fruit. Jesus said, “I 
am the vine, ye are the branches; 
he that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit:” 
(John 15:5). A tree will bear fruit 
of its own kind, and the fruit of a 
Christian is another Christian.

Witnessing is but the expression of 
a primal passion born in the heart of 
a believer when he became a Chris­
tian. It is the outworking of the love 
of God shed abroad in his heart by 
the Holy Spirit.

3. It is vital to the developing of 
a growing, victorious Christian life. 
Personal witnessing is the most ef­
fective exercise a Christian can ex­
perience. It will cause him to study 
his Bible, stay close to God through 
prayer, and rely greatly upon the 
guidance and power of the Holy 
Spirit. Soul-winning will bring joy, 
cultivate Christian growth, inspire 
consecrated living, and prepare 
Christians for active, spiritual lead­
ership. It provides not only one of 
life’s great thrills, but adds meaning 
and depth to every other experience 
in the Christian life.

Witnessing Related to the Lost
“But the fearful, and unbelieving, 

and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake which bumeth 
with fire and brimstone: which is the 
second death” (Rev. 21:8).

1. The tragic spiritual condition 
of the lost multitudes calls us to wit­
ness. Men are lost without Christ. 
They may be attractive, educated, 
and cultured, but without Christ 
they are lost. Lost in time and in 
eternity. That sqp or daughter, that 

husband or wife, that rhpther or dad 
without Christ, is lost “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him” (John 3: 
36). Remember, every person you 
meet will live as long as God lives 
in heaven or in hell.

2. The worth of a soul demands 
our interest and concern. The very 
fact Christ died for the souls of men 
reveals how important each individ­
ual is in the sight of God. Recent 
questionnaires reveal most people do 
not attempt to win souls to Christ 
because they are not concerned about 
the lost. Somehow, we must have the 
same concern Jesus has for souls.

Every man has great potentials 
that cry out for discovery and de­
velopment. When Jesus said to Nico­
demus, “Ye must be born again,” he 
was urging him not only to escape 
hell, but also to give his life in 
glorious, dedicated service to God.

3. The lost do not attend our 
church services in great numbers. 
Out of 180 million people in the 
United States, only 112 million are 
classified as church members. Statis­
ticians tell us that only three per cent 
of the lost ever attend our churches. 
Even in the great evangelistic cru­
sades of our day, 90 to 96 per cent 
of those attending are already mem­
bers of some Christian body.

Few lost people read the Bible. 
They may never hear of the good 
news of Christ unless someone be­
comes burdened for them and gives 
them personal attention. Left alone, 

. . there is none that seeketh after 
God" (Rom. 3:11).

4. Personal witnessing is the 
most effective method in reaching 
the lost. The business world has 
taught us that the more personal 

the contact and service, the more 
satisfactory the results.

Personal witnessing can be done 
by any sincere person who loves 
Christ and loves souls.

Few people accept Christ without 
having been dealt with personally. 
A personal approach helps to an­
swer problems and excuses and best 
meets the needs of the individual.

Taking time to deal earnestly and 
intelligently with an individual makes 
it easier to lead that person to make 
a complete commitment of his life 
to Christ, and to enlist him in Chris­
tian service thereby guaranteeing 
more lasting results.

5. Many wait for our visit. Some 
feel they must have some special 
feeling and training before they can 
win lost souls. God demands that 
we go now.

The chaotic condition of our world 
is causing many to think of their 
eternal destiny. There seems to be 
a new hunger to know God

While writing this chapter a lay­
man passing through town called me 
on the phone, and by questioning 
him, I found that he had won 67 
men to the Lord this year.

Some time ago I was visiting with 
a pastor in the home of an eiderly 
man of foreign birth. As we told 
him of Christ, he sat with open­
mouth amazement and accepted 
Christ as his Saviour. As we were 
about to leave he said with heavy 
accent, “I live here for 23 years. 
People come and go in my house 
all the time, but no one told me 
this before.” He did not ask the 
question why someone had not come 
before, but I could see it in his 
eyes.

Up and down your street, perhaps 
even in your home, there are those 
who wait for your visit.

16-F 16-G
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How
To Begin

By C. E. Autrey

Director, Division of Evangelism, HMB

It IS essential that the Christian feel the urgency to witness, but the 
Christian must also have confidence he can witness. He must have a 
confidence based on the assurance he should do it and that God is with 
him, as well as a basic knowledge of how to witness.

Every Christian is saved to witness. Jesus was speaking to all of the 
early Christians when he said, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth” (Acts 1:8). If anyone doubts this commission, let him 
read, “Go ye therefore and disciple all nations . . .” (Matt. 28:19). 
Witnessing is the natural thing for a child of God. It is not out of line 
nor an extra activity of the Christian above and beyond his duty. It is 
in keeping with his new nature. God put the basic urge to witness within 
him when he was saved. To quench or ignore the urge is to kill it and 
to sin against the will of God.

Two of John’s disciples saw Jesus when John said, “Behold the Lamb 
of OS! . . . and visited the dwelling place of Jesus and talked with 
him that day. The scripture account says, “One of the two which heard 
John speak and followed him (Jesus) was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first findeth his brother, Simon . . .” (John 1:40-41). 
Andrew’s first great urge ‘after finding Jesus was to find his brother, 
Simon, and tell him about Jesus. It was a natural thing to do. Simon 
saw a change had come over his brother, listened to him, and came with 
Andrew to see Jesus. Philip of Bethsaida was found by Jesus, and im­
mediately Philip went after his friend, Nathanael, and preached to him 
Jesus (John 1:45).

When the writer was saved his first predominant urge was to see his 
brother saved, and he went immediately to do something about it. The 
Christian must be reminded that both the Bible and his new nature lead 
him to witness. If the Christian is convinced he should witness, great 
progress has been made.

It is also essential the child of God be told tlyat God will go with him.

16-H

He does not go (done. He is not 
alone when he contacts the lost man. 
“And, Io, 1 am with you alway, even 
unto the end . . .” (Matt. 28:20). 
Just as Jesus promised to be with 
the first century disciples, so will he 
accompany us. God not only goes 
with the witness, but he precedes 
him. He goes before him to the pros­
pect. God had smittened Paul with 
blindness by a great light on the 
road to Damascus. Pau] was a spir­
itual captive before God spoke to 
the layman, Ananias, and said, 
“Arise, and go into the street which 
is called Straight, and inquire in the 
house of Judas for one called Saul, 
of Tarsus: behold he prayeth . . .” 
(Acts 9:11). God prepared the way 
for the testimony of Ananias. God 
goes before the witness and with the 
witness and works the miracle of con­
viction and conversion.

No Christian should be timid or 
hesitant about witnessing because 
God will stand by him. He has noth­
ing to fear, for Jesus assured, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth" (Matt. 28:18), and he 
promised, “Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost has come 
upon you . . .” (Acts 1:8).

If the Christian knows he should 
witness, that God will go with him, 
and if he knows the basic rules in 
witnessing, he will become an effec­
tive witness.

The operation of winning a soul 
to Christ may be broken down into 
four steps for clarification. They are: 
the approach, instructions, appeal, 
and the follow-up. We shall present 
these rules of witnessing under four 
headings: the rules of approach, in­
structions, appeal, and follow-up. No 
soul winner, however, will stick to 
any studied rule. He will remain 

alert and open to the direction of 
the Holy Spirit, but he will be in 
a much stronger position if he has 
in mind some fundamental rules 
which have been proven effective. 
The Holy Spirit can use more ef­
fectively a witness who is prepared 
than one who is not.

The Rules of Approach

1. Understand the nature of wit­
nessing. A witness is one who tells 
what he has seen and experienced. 
He does not argue. When he begins 
arguing, he ceases to be a witness 
and becomes an attorney. Let him 
tell the story of Jesus and his power 
to save. Let him tell others how 
Jesus saved him and what Jesus has 
meant to him since his conversion. 
Let him point out the difference in 
his present life and in his former 
way of living and show how God 
has worked a miracle in his life. If 
he does this, no matter how artless 
his speech, it will be used of the 
Holy Spirit to create a desire on the 
part of the lost for a similar ex­
perience with God. The witness, at 
this juncture, may go over again in 
simple words how Jesus came into 
his own heart.

2. Secure knowledge of the pros­
pect. The witness must have adequate 
knowledge about the person before 
he is contacted. Get the information 
from the census card, his family, 
friends, and contacts made by other 
visitors. The best approach is no 
approach at all until the witness has 
knowledge enough to make a vital 
contact. If a witness contacts a per­
son of whom he has no knowledge 
in a public place, or even in the 
home, let him draw him out in con­
versation until he does know some
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facts. Listen carefully to the pros­
pect. Let him talk. Take it from 
there.

A successful soul-winning pastor 
recently said, “I can count all the 
men on the fingers of one hand and 
have fingers left whom I have tried 
to win and have failed to win in 
20 years, because, I planned to win 
them.” That pastor used a large 
loose-leaf notebook in which he 
would write the names of men to 
be won. He would get all the in­
formation possible about each man 
and write it under his name. He 
would learn about the man’s likes 
and dislikes, his eccentricities, his 
hobbies, and etc. Then, he would 
cultivate the man, take him out driv­
ing, take him to lunch, and bring 
him to church to hear the gospel. 
When the man was ripe, he would 
confront him personally and alone 
with the plan of salvation. It worked

If anything is worth doing, it is 
worth doing well. The souls of men 
are so precious we cannot afford to 
blunder in our approach. It requires 
more time for the truth to become 
a part of the person than some wit­
nesses realize. Some may grasp it 
immediately whilst others may not 
All people are not alike. The back­
ground of the person determines 
often the speed with which he may 
grasp the saving truth. This knowl­
edge will save the witness from many 
grievous mistakes.

3. Have a correct attitude. The 
witness must be humble. Humility 
and sincerity go together. If one is 
humble and sincere, the hungry- 
hearted will listen to him. Everyone 
will resent the crude, holier-than- 
thou attitude. God admonished wit­
nesses, “Gird yourselves with humil­
ity to serve one another” (I Peter 
5:5). If one cannot talk about re­

vealed truth in humility, it is evi­
dent that the truth is not in him. 
To be humble, does not interfere 
with self respect. John, the Baptist, 
was humble when he said he was 
not worthy to unlatch the shoes of 
Jesus, but he was bold enough to 
call unrepentant churchmen “a gen­
eration of vipers." Courage and gen­
uine humility are not incompatable.

4. Do not condemn. A witness 
once asked a lost man, "Are you a 
Christian?” The man replied, “No, 
I have never been converted." “How 
old are you?” asked the witness. The 
prospect replied, “I am 40 years 
old.” “You mean to tell me you are 
40 years old and have never joined 
the church? Man, where have you 
been all the time? You are a heathen 
here in a land of Christianity etc.” 
The spir't of condemnation is foreign 
to the Spirit of Christ. The spirit of 
condemnation is sure to fail in pe/- 
sonal evangelism.

When they brought the poor dere­
lict taken in adultery to Jesus and 
threw her down at his feet, he did 
not accuse her. Accusation is the 
work of Satan, not the work of 
Christ. The witness is doing the work 
of Satan when he accuses. Jesus said 
to her, "Neither do I condemn thee: 
Go thy way and sin no more” (John 
8:11). The effective witness is mo­
tivated by love. The love of Christ 
constrains him. He is possessed with 
a shepherd's heart. He does not go 
out to drive men into the folds of 
the Lord, but he goes out in a spirit 
of love to woo and lead them like 
a shepherd.

5. Begin at the point of interest. 
Almost every person has one great 
central interest. Find out what it is 
and begin there. This was the method 
of Jesus, when he approached the 
xyoman at the well, he began with 

a point of interest. He began with 
the thing with' which she was mo­
mentarily concerned. He began by 
asking her for a drink of water (John 
4:7). When he asked her for a drink 
of water, it obligated him to her. 
This is wisdom. She knew about 
water. It was one of her problems. 
She had to walk a long distance out­
side the city to bring it. She was 
looked down on by the other women 
and was forced to come to draw 
water at noon rather than the late 
afternoon, to shun the critical glances 
of the women. Jesus used water to 
point up her greatest soul need. Let 
every witness study carefully the ac­
count of how Jesus won the woman 
in the fourth chapter of John.

If a prospect’s chief relaxation is 
fishing, it would be well to talk about 
the fine art of fishing and go with 
him on fishing trips. The writer sat 
up many a night on the banks of 
Louisiana lakes and fought mosqui­
toes to win a fine merchant. It was 
a profitable business because the man 
was saved and joined the church; 
and, today, his large family of chil­
dren are fine Christian leaders, and 
his oldest son is in full-time service 
for Christ.

Most men are deeply interested 
in their children. They are so taken 
up with them until they toil for 
them and make great sacrifices to 
give them every possible advantage. 
Many a lost man has been won to 
Christ by wise witnesses who began 
by talking about the son or daugh­
ter of the man. Make it a point to 
know all about the child If he plays 
football, know it and begin there. 
When the man sees that the witness 
really knows his son and is vitally 
interested in him, he will appreciate 
the witness, and he will soften 
toward him. The witness may go 

from there to point up that the child 
has a good start, but that he de­
serves the very best. Show how he 
deserves a Christian father and what 
a Christian father could do for his 
future that a non-Christian father 
could not do. Then present Christ 
as the Saviour from sin.

6. Use tact. Tact means touch. 
It is illustrated in the excellent bed­
side manners of a good doctor. It is 
saying the right thing in the correct 
spirit. One learns tact by studying 
the approach of others and by his 
own experience. Experience is the 
greatest teacher. The best way to 
learn to do anything is by doing it.

Rules of Instruction
1. Present the simple message of 

salvation. The message should show 
the need of the Saviour, present 
Christ as the only Saviour, and tell 
how to receive Christ. In presenting 
these three facts, let the witness use 
a few basic Scriptures which he 
has memorized. He will rarely quote 
these Scriptures, but he memorizes 
them that he may know them well 
enough to effectively use them.

The witness may use the follow­
ing simple approach.

(1) The need for the Saviour.
(a) All have sinned (Rom. 

3:23).
(b) The penalty of sin (Rom. 

6:23).
(2) Christ is the only Saviour 

(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Acts 
4:12).

(3) How to receive the Saviour: 
(a) Lead him to faith. The 

origin of faith is the 
Bible (Rom. 10:17). 
Therefore, read the Bi­
ble to him. Explain John 
1:12 to him. Lead him 
to trust Christ for sal-
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vation from sin and for 
life in the future. A 
faulty presentation of 
Christ will lead to faulty 
faith. Lead him to trust 
Christ wholly for salva­
tion.

(b) Lead him to repentance. 
(Luke 13:3; Acts 8:22). 
Repentance is a change 
of mind and attitude. It 
is a change of mind to­
ward sin. When one is 
truly repentant, he will 
be convicted of sin, sor­
ry for sin, and will come 
to hate sin. This will 
lead to a genuine turn­
ing from sin. Repentance 
is a change of mind 
about God. The repent­
ant will love God in­
stead of fearing him. It 
is a change of mind 
about self. The repentant 
will take an honest look 
at himself and recognize 
that he is no good, and 
he will change the cen­
ter of his life and in- 
terest from self to God. 
This is true ^pentance. 

( 4 ) Lead him to publicly confess 
Christ. It will strengthen his 
own faith. It will hpnor God. 
It will identify him with God. 
It seals the resolve and the 
transaction which has taken 
place inside his heart.

2. Read the Bible to him. To 
quote the Scripture is not nearly as 
effective as reading it. Have the pros­
pect to read the particular passage 
which the witness is using. The 
word seen with the eyes will more 
deeply impress the prospect than 
words which are heard.

3. Use only a few passages. To 
read many passages will tend to 
confuse your prospect. Explain the 
passages.

4. Do not answer related ques­
tions. If he tries to raise an argu­
ment, do not be drawn into it. If 
he raises a related issue, recognize 
the importance of the issue, but do 
not try to answer related questions. 
Stay with one thing—his need of a 
saving relation to Christ and how 
the relation is brought about. Do not 
discuss creeds, moral or political is­
sues. Let the vital question of his 
relation to Christ be settled first. 
However, do not confuse related 
questions and excuses. There is a 
difference. Excuses should be met 
head-on.

5. Give brief and clear instruc­
tions. Never talk too long. If you 
cannot win him in one visit, excuse 
yourself, and make an appointment 
to return.

6. Pray in the presence of the 
person with whom you are dealing. 
Before calling for a decision or be­
fore leaving, pray. It is amazing 
how God works in the sinner while 
the witness prays for him in his 
presence. It is not the psychological 
effect that comes so much, but the 
power of God in prayer. Many a 
witness has seen sinners melt during 
the prayer and change their attitude.

Rules of Appeal

1. Allow freedom of choice. Do 
not coerce the prospect. Do not over­
whelm him with an improperly mo­
tivated appeal. Present the gospel 
facts and do it in all earnestness, 
but leave the choice with the man, 
himself. To go further than this is 
to take the appeal out of God's hands 

and make of it a human instrument.
2. Get a series af decisions lead­

ing up to the final big decision. It 
is unwise to build up many convinc­
ing points of instruction, and then 
at the close, appeal for a decision. 
Get the prospect to agree to the va­
rious points made in the instruction 
as you move toward the conclusion. 
If this is done, the final decision will 
he easy.

3. Appeal on the basis of the love 
of Christ. After the witness has used 
Scriptures which pointed up his lost­
ness and his eternal destiny apart 
from God. appeal on the basis of 
God's concern and love. God loves 
him, though he is a vile sinner and 
gave his Son to die for him on the 
cross. Show how the cross is a pic­
ture of the love of God. Men will 
respond to the love of God who 
would respond in no other way. 
Someone said recently. “Fear set me 
to thinking, but love led me to de­
cide." Almost every lost person one 
meets is plagued by one of four 
hindrances, and in some cases more 
than one People are often possessed 
with a sense of futility. They arc 
also frustrated, and many are bur­
dened by a feeling of guilt. Often, 
people are hostile They need the 
love of God They can learn about 
the love of God only through some­
one who has received it. This is one 
of the most effective appeals in the 
Twentieth Century.

4. Appeal on the basis of the 
Messiahship of Jesus. One must be­
lieve that Jesus is the Son of God 
to be saved. Soul salvation is con­
tingent upon one's confidence in 
Christ as the Son of God. Jesus came 
to save sinners (Luke 19:10). "If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from 

the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 
10:9).

5. Keep appeals spiritual. Never 
let the appeal become either emo­
tional nor intellectual. It is a mis­
take to think that the appeal should 
be strictly intellectual because one is 
dealing with an educated person. 
Every appeal of the heart has an 
element of emotions and must be 
intellectually executed, but remain 
thoroughly spiritual. The spiritual 
appeal is born of the spirit and is 
God directed. The spiritual appeal 
is based on the nature of God. moves 
on the wings of the Spirit, and is 
sharpened by the word. The appeal 
is dulled when the flesh is injected

6. Cary forms of appeal. The 
appeal may take the form of a great 
promise. “Come unto me. all you 
that labour and arc heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest . . .” (Matt. 
11:28). Here the Master promised 
rest from the tossing waves of the 
troubled life. To be a Christian 
brings peace of heart and mind. It 
sets one at peace with God and great 
tranquility supplants stormly fear. 
Peaceful progress replaces fruitless 
frustrations. Sinners need to know 
this They do not know that salva­
tion affords such blessings for the 
life on earth Sometimes the appeal 
takes the form of an offer to a fuller 
life here. ". . . I am come that you 
might have life, and have it more 
abundantly" (John 10:10).

Sometimes the appeal comes in the 
form of a warning. ". . . For what 
is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? . . .” (Matt. 16:26). A warn­
ing is not to frighten people, but 
to alert them to impending danger. 
It often marshalls one's best think­
ing and noblest actions. A warning 
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is not a scarecrow to frighten people 
away from forbidden fruit, but to 
mobilize them for destiny. Let the 
witness keep this appeal on the in­
tended high level.

The Follow-up

1. Lead the convert to unite with 
the church. Unless the convert is led 
to unite with the church, he may 
easily backslide.

2. Train him to read the Bible 
daily and pray. The Word will keep 
his faith alive and feed his soul. 
Prayer will keep him in close com­

munion with God and give the Holy 
Spirit constant access to his life.

3. Train him to attend worship 
twice on Sunday and week day pray­
er meetings of the church.

4. Teach him to tithe and to wit­
ness. No one is in better position 
to do this than the witness who led 
him to decide for Christ. It is im­
perative that the church promote 
this. Unless the church continues to 
remind the witnesses that it is also 
their duty to follow through, many 
of them may get the mistaken idea 
their task is finished when they have 
led a man to decide for Jesus.

16-N

Excuses!
Excuses !

By Kenneth L. Chafin 
Associate Professor of Evangelism, Southwestern Seminary

O N Thursday night Mrs. John Jones had made a public profession of 
her faith in Christ and had asked for believers baptism. On Friday 
morning I went by her husband’s shop to invite him to the baptismal 
service. As we talked about his wife’s decision I discovered he was not 
a Christian. Before I could say anything else he said, “Preacher, I’d like 
to be a Christian more than anything I know, but I can’t. My business 
takes all of my time.”

Mr. Jones’ excuse is just one of many given for not following Christ 
and not identifying one’s self with the church. The Christian who con­
sistently witnesses to people will consistently be given excuses. Some of 
the excuses most often heard are: “I’m good enough already." “I 
couldn’t hold out.” “There are too many hypocrites in the church.” "I 
don't accept all of the Bible.” “Eventually, but not now.” A Christian 
might wisely keep a list of the reasons which he is given for not becoming 
a Christian.

During the days of our Lord’s earthly ministry he was often given 
excuses as he called upon men to follow him. Even when confronted by 
Christ many made excuses. Some used their business. “I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it . . .” (Luke 15:18). 
“I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 1 go to prove them . .’’ (Luke 
15:19). Some used their families. “I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come . . (Luke 15:20). “Lord, suffer me first to go bury 
my father . . .’’ (Luke 9:59). That our Lord did not have security to 
offer his followers discouraged one (Luke 9:59).

Why do men make excuses? Some excuse their unbelief by claiming 
the gospel has not been presented to them properly. Their evaluation 
is based upon the feeling that men think rationally and when they are 
presented with all the facts they will do what is right. Men, even when 
they know what is good and best, do not always do it. Jesus was point­
ing this out when he told Nicodemus that there is something so funda­
mentally wrong with man that unless he is changed from above “he

16-0



cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). Men make excuses be­
cause they are sinners. Excuses are 
bom out of a desire to cover up 
for self. There are several general 
principles to keep in mind as one 
speaks to a friend about Christ and 
is given an excuse.

1. Remember an excuse often 
hides the real problem. As Jesus 
spoke to the woman of Samaria, her 
replies kept pointing him away from 
herself. As Jesus came very close 
to the whole failure of her life, as 
reflected in her many husbands, she 
tried to turn the discussion away to 
the traditional argument between the 
Jew and the Samaritan as to where 
to worship (John 4:20). Many feel 
the severity of Jesus in dealing with 
the excuse-makers in Luke 9:57-62 
was born of the understanding which 
he had that they were using these 
to cover up their real reasons.

2. Soul-winning is much more 
than answering excuses. There is a 
temptation to become fascinated 
with matching wits with those whom 
we seek to win. After all the excuses 
are answered, there is still the main 
job of ^giving witness concerning 
what Gou has done in Chr^tt and 
calling for the response of faith. It 
would be quite possible for a person 
to get the better of an individual 
in reply to an excuse and as a re­
sult lose him. Remember, excuse an­
swering is always secondary.

3. The same excuse cannot al­
ways he answered in the same way. 
There is a tendency to memorize a 
set of standard answers to standard 
questions. This approach fails to 
consider that in all probability no 
two people ever use the same ex­
cuse from the same perspective. For 
instance, a person may say, “I don't 
believe all of the Bible." It would 

be a mistake to launch into an elab­
orate defense of the scriptures with­
out finding what might be behind 
such a statement. It may be intended 
to get rid of you. It could be simply 
a confession of ignorance as to how 
the Bible came to be. Then, it may 
be a person who has been confused 
by someone writing about the "lost 
books of the Bible.” This person may 
have been confused by some sect. 
It may be a boy who has had a 
course or two in science and cannot 
work out what seems to him to be 
a conflict between science and the 
Bible. The best way to find out what 
is behind such a statement is to ask, 
"What do you mean?"

When you are speaking to a per­
son about Christ and he gives an 
excuse, the best approach under most 
circumstances would be to ask a 
question to clarify his meaning. For 
instance, suppose a person says, 
"There are hypocrites in the church.” 
Our worst self might have a tendency 
to retaliate with, "You aren't perfect 
yourself." While this is true it will 
only cloud the interview with un­
wholesome emotions. It would be 
easier, wiser, and most likely, more 
helpful just to return with, “What 
do you mean by that?" The person 
may just be making a standard gen­
eralization Or he may have had a 
hard time with a church member. 
Then, he may be a person who has 
believed everything he has heard 
about church members. Whatever is 
behind his statement, his answer to 
your question is apt to give you a 
clue to the background of his excuse.

Do your best to understand what 
may be behind an excuse. This will 
make your answer more effective.

After you feel sure you under­
stand what the person means, give 
an answer w|)ich points him back to 

the real issue. Suppose person says, 
“I'm good enough already." Your 
question reveals that this person has 
a very negative view of goodness. 
Goodness, to him. consists in certain 
things which he does not do—such 
as drinking, gambling, etc. How 
might you deal with such an excuse?

There are several possibilities. You 
might read the story of the rich 
young ruler whom Jesus called to 
follow him (Mark 10:17-31). In 
this story Jesus tells the rich young 
ruler that God is the source of good­
ness and not man. Though he had 
obeyed the external law since his 
youth, the young ruler failed to 
measure up to the claims of Christ.

Instead of the above approach, a 
person might turn away from the 
superficial understanding of the na­
ture of goodness to the real nature 
of man's badness. When a person 
sees sin as wanting his own way 
instead of God's way it is not diffi­
cult to get agreement that “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God" (Rom. 3:23).

It might be that a more direct 
approach could be made under some 
circumstances. You might say, “Do 
you mean you really feel that in all 
your relationships with yourself and 
with others you have lived up to all 
God intended for you?" It would be 
very difficult for a serious and hon­
est person to answer, “I have.” This 
question is a paraphrasing of what 
it would mean not to fall short of 
the glory of God.

4 Deal with each excuse openly 
and honestly. It may be given in a 
bad spirit, but it must be answered 
in a spirit of love. Never be de­
fensive or indignant when an unfair 
accusation is made. If a lost person 
points out a real wrong, admit it. 
Do not be found defending wrong 

If the person exhibits partial under­
standing, help clarify in a kind way. 
If the person asks a question you do 
not know the answer to, admit it. 
An "I do not know, but I will find 
out" never hurt anyone. Though you 
may have heard the excuse given 
many times, treat it with courtesy. 
It could be a serious matter to him.

5. Use the scripture naturally 
and in the light of its best interpre­
tation. Even though only a verse is 
used, one should be careful the use 
being made of it is in keeping with 
what it means in its context. A lost 
person who has no idea of the con­
tent and arrangement of the Bible 
may be confused by the person who 
quotes little snatches of scripture 
from everywhere from Songs of Sol­
omon to Revelation. The Bible is not 
like a first aid manual, to be re­
ferred to as certain accidents or ail­
ments are confronted. The Bible is 
an inspired book that has one plot— 
redemption. The witness must first 
learn to explain from the scriptures 
this theme: that God was in Christ 
“reconciling the world unto him­
self" (II Cor 5:19).

When answering the excuses try 
to come back to state what is man’s 
need and God’s requirements. These 
are the real issues on which he must 
act. The answer you give can be­
come an effective transition from 
his problem to God's solution.

As long as Christians witness to 
the lost they will be confronted with 
excuses. Whether they become snares 
which turn you aside from your 
main task or lines of communica­
tion by which you come to a greater 
understanding of the excuse-maker 
depends upon you If you know what 
the gospel is and how a man is sup­
posed to respond, then no excuse 
can thwart your witness. 
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HELPS FOR FURTHER TRAINING 
IN PERSONAL WITNESSING

(Available from your Baptist Book Store)

YVISUALS

-S

BOOKS

YOU CAN WIN SOULS, C. E. Autrey (26b), 
$2.75

MAN TO MAN, Arthur C. Archibald (26b), 
$1.75

WAYS TO WIN, W. E. Grindstaff (26b), $2.75
USING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN EVANGE­

LISM, Leonard Sanderson (51), 75,
WINNING THE CHILDREN, Ganies S. Dobbins 

(26b), $2.00
EVANGELISM ACCORDING TO CHRIST, Gaines 

S. Dobbins (26b), $2.50
THE HELPING HAND, W. W. Hamilton (26b), 

75,
BASIC EVANGELISM, C. E. Autrey (lx), $2.95 
NEW TESTAMENT EVANGELISM, Herschel H. 

Hobbs (6c), 75,
A MANUAL FOR PROMOTING PERSONAL 

EVANGELISM THROUGH THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, R. Othal Feather, $1.00

EVERY-MEMBER EVANGELISM, J. E. Conant, 
$2.00

WITH CHRIST AFTER THE LOST, L. R. Scar- 
borough, $3.00

EVANGELISM - CHRIST'S IMPERATIVE COM­
MISSION, Roland Q. Leavell, $3.25

BOOKS /^PROVED FOR BASIC /TUDY IN 
W.M.U. ORGANIZATION

HELPING OTHERS TO BECOME CHRISTIANS, 
Roland Q. Leavell (57), 75,

SOUL-WINNING IN YOUR COMMUNITY, 
Maude W. Hathaway (67), 35,

TALKS ON SOUL-WINNING, E. Y. Mullins 
(47), 30,

BOOKS SUGGESTED IN THE TRAINING 
UNION SERIES

Juniors:

JESUS SAVES, Hattie Belle Allen (54), 35,

Intermediates:

WITNESSING FOR CHRIST, Ethel Hudson Wil­
liams (54), 35,

INTERMEDIATE FISHERS, Frank E. Burkhalter 
(54), 35,

Young People:

THE PLAN OF SALVATION, Austin Crouch 
(54), 75,

WINNING OTHERS TO CHRIST, Roland Q. 
Leavell (54), 75,

EVERY CHRISTIAN'S JOB, C. E. Matthews (54), 
75,

HOW TO WIN TO CHRIST, P. E. Burroughs 
(54), 75,

THE WAY MADE PLAIN, James H. Brookes 
(51), 75,

Adults:

A WINNING WITNESS, Gaines S. Dobbins 
(51), 75, 

EVERY CHRISTIAN'S JOB, C. E. Matthews, 
(54), 75,

A CHURCH REVIVAL, C. E. Matthews, (54), 75, 
HOW TO WIN TO CHRIST, P. E. Burroughs, 

(54), 75,
THE WAY MADE PLAIN, James H. Brookes 

(51), 75,
PERSONAL SOUL-WINNING, Leonard Sander­

son (51), 75,

BOOKS SUGGESTED IN THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL SERIES

HOW TO WIN TO CHRIST, P. E. Burroughs 
(51), 75,

THE PLACE OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN 

EVANGELISM, J. N. Barnette (51), 50, 
SOUL-WINNING DOCTRINES, J. Clyde Turner 

(51), 75,
THE WAY MADE PLAIN, James H. Brookes 

(51), 75,
A CHURCH REVIVAL, C. E. Matthews (54), 75, 
EVERY CHRISTIAN'S JOB, C. E. Matthews (54), 

75,
THE PLAN OF SALVATION, Austin Crouch 

(51), 75,
WINNING OTHERS TO CHRIST, Roland Q. 

Leavell (51), 75,
A WINNING WITNESS, Gaines S. Dobbins 

(51), 75,
THE MINISTRY OF VISITATION, John T. Site- 

more (51)^5,
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NEW LIFE
FOR YOU

A true to life situation using an open Bible gives in­
struction in personal, soul-winning.
Color, manual. $3.50

HE THAT 
REAPETH

Qualifications of a personal soul-winner.
Captions and manual. $3.00

Motion Pictures
SWORD OF 
THE SPIRIT

How a layman learned to use God’s Word in dealing 
with unsaved people. Strong emphasis on (he power of 
the Bible.

HE THAT 
WINNETH

15 minutes, sound. Rental $4.00

Story of a man’s efforts to win to Christ his son and 
business associates. Emphasizes qualifications of a per­
sonal soul-winner.
15 minutes, sound. Rental $4.00

THEIR FUTURE
IS YOURS

Deals with the conflict which ensues between parents 
and their children when the children become Christians 
at an early age and insist on joining the church.
22 minutes, sound. Rental $7.00

WHAT MUST 1 DO 
TO BE SAVED

This film depicts part of Paul’s second missionary jour­
ney, explaining how Christ saved sinners and showing 
the results in the life of one who is saved.
18 minutes, sound. Rental black and white $6.00

Color $9.00

OVERCOMING 
OBJECTIONS 
IN WITNESSING, 
PART 1 
(PART II)

These films present the major objections that confront 
the soul-winner and show how the Bible may be used 
in answering each objection. Each part is a complete film.
14 minutes each part, sound, color. Rental each $7.50

Order from your Baptist Book Store.
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REPRINTS
AVAILABLE
of "We Are Witnesses"

This small booklet will be re-printed for five cents each in order that 
churches might distribute copies to their membership.

The booklet is designed to be taught by the pastor on the last three 
Wednesday nights of January, with special emphasis on training those 
who have committed themselves to witness during 1962. (See page 15 
of the December issue of Home Missions).

Orders must reach the Home Mission Board by December 15 in order 
to receive delivery during the first weeks of January.

If you would like extra copies, fill in the order below and enclose 
five cents for each copy requested.

Please send

I enclose $

copies of "We Are Witnesses" at 50 each.

fill in the address label below

From

Home Mission Board 
Southern Baptist Convention 

161 Spring St., N. W.
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see

Christians 
were?

by Wendell Belew
Secretary, Department of 
Atsocialional Missions, HMB

The ruins of a church in 
ancient Carthage held a 

message for churches of today.

A. BRILLIANT desert sun made sharp 
shadows of the aqueduct and threw 
them upon the ground. In some ancient 
day the aqueduct had borne its burden 
of water from the mountains to the 
city—the magnificent city of Carthage 
on the north Mediterranean slope of 
Africa. My car blew dust from the road 
which circled beneath an arch of thW 
aqueduct then came to an abrupt ending 
on top of the hill overlooking the acres 
of Carthage's«femaining fragments.

A little Arab boy appeared suddenly 
and offered (for a price) to point out 
the places of interest in the city. I 
sought to dismiss him and to see the 

city for myself—to plod along its 
streets; to remember it as depicted from 
the pages of Homer; to imagine the 
ships of Phoenicia coming into the 
harbor; to recall the enthusiastic days 
of Hannibal. I had walked but a step 
or two when the little Arab boy caught 
my attention with, “Wanna see where 
the Christians were?"

I gave the boy a coin and followed 
him to what had been the center of a 
city. There was where the forum and 
the praetorium had stood. There was 
where "the Christians were." The out­
lines of the majestic meeting house still 
were easy to discern. Fragments of 
marble columns projected in the air; 
the floor had been designed in intri­
cate mosaic. Near the front of the 
building was the indentation of a bap­
tistry pool. Steps led down into the 
baptistry, and steps out again on the 
other side. "So this is where the Chris­
tians were,” I thought.

It had not always been so with the 
Christians here at Carthage For many 
years the Christians had hidden in the 
secret places of the city; from the base­
ment of the buildings, from the quiet 
upper rooms they had preached their 
gospel.

Tertullian had been one of its early 
pastors. His voice had carried across 
the seas to Christian groups everywhere 
Days of persecution then fell upon the 
church, and the famous Cyprian had 
become pastor of the church. Ultimately 
Cyprian had been imprisoned because 
he preached the gospel. He was car­
ried outside the walls of this very city 
and executed before the people. In 
some symbolic gesture he had given 30 
pieces of silver to his executioner be­
fore the fatal stroke severed his head 
from his body. Cyprian "regretted that 
he had but one life to give for his 
Master." Faithful followers rushed to 
the executioner’s platform to dip their 
handkerchiefs in the blood spilled by 
their pastor; they would remember his 
sacrifice, his willingness “to deny him­
self and to take up his cross." Then 
the beleaguered disciples returned to 
their secret meeting places of their 
city, and the church lived on although 
their pastor was dead. The word he 
had preached would live.

Through successive years the church 
grew somehow in favor. We can im­
agine prominent businessmen and other 
influential people of the city were con­
verted and they had a great desire that 
their church would become "respect­
able." It may have finally been per­
mitted for them to build a house of 
worship or maybe rent a quarter in a 
building. The years went on and the 
church became more and more re- 

(Continued on page 25)

Joyous music for a joyous* 
time . . .
inspiring 

recordings 
from
Broadman

DAWN OF REDEEMING GRACE
A new Christmas cantata by Robert Graham recorded by the 47-voice Ridge­
crest Music Cantata Choir under the direction of Warren M. Angell. Soloists 
are Audrey Nossaman, soprano; Claude Rhea, tenor; and Shirley Duncan, alto. 
Narration with instrumental accompaniment contributes to the continuity of 
the over-all work. 12-inch, 33 1, 3 rpm. Monophonic only. (26b) $3.98

THE CREATION
The most nearly complete English version of Franz 
Joseph Haydn’s world-famous oratorio. Five hun­
dred dedicated singers interpret this great master­
piece with power and beauty. DuPre Rhame, con­
ductor; Audrey Nossaman, soprano; Claude Rhea, 
tenor, and James Berry, bass. Organ and piano ac­
companiment. Two 12-inch, 33 1 3 rpm records in 
a handsome hinged album. Monophonic or stereo­
phonic (please specify). (26b) Each, $7.95

SING, YE FAITHFUL
R. Paul Green conducts the 32-voice Broadman 
Chorale in this exciting new album. Organ accom­
paniment by Samuel W. Shanko, supplemented with 
brass choir and timpani, adds a unique variety to 
several of the arrangements. 12-inch, 33 1/3 rpm. 
Monophonic only. (26b) $3.98

HYMNS OF LOVE AND PRAISE
An album of stalwart hymns known and loved the 
world over. Sung by the Broadman Chorale, under 
the direction of William J. Reynolds, accompanied 
by strings, brasses, and organ. 12-inch, 33 1/3 rpm. 
Monophonic only. (26b) $3.98

Order yours NOW.. .from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR 

The Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance
123x French Morocco, half circuit, red 
under gold edges. $17.00
127x Cape Levant Morocco, limp, gold 
edges. Black, Blue or Red. $20.00 
Each contains Dictionary of Scripture 
Proper Names, Subject Index and all 
the many Pilgrim Bible features; round 
corners, simulated leather lining, Oxford 
India paper, 5hx734xl^a".
SHIRWOOD I. WIRT, Pastor, Hillside Pres­
byterian Church, Oakland. California, 
says: "The Pilgrim Bible meets the 
need for a simple working instrument 
that would clarify the text for the aver­
age layman ... We thank God for it."
JAMIS W. MIRCIR, D.D., calls it "the best 
Bible in print."

The Pilgrim Bible 
• explains God's Word 

while you read. All 
noted helps, etc., are 
presented with ut­
most simplicity and 
appear on the same 
page with the verse 
to which they refer. 
Dr. E. Schyler Eng­
lish and 37 contrib­

utors produced this 
annotated edition of 
the AuTHostzsD Kino 
Jamis Virbion. In 

lyarloua bindings 
from $5.75

OXFORD UNIVIRSITY PRISS
At your Baptist Book Store

★ Khrushchev 
on 
religion:

fight it with 
propaganda, 
promote atheism

In HIS opening speech to the Soviet 
Communist Party’s 22nd Congress, 
Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev reaf­
firmed the party’s unrelenting struggle 
against religion, but indicated it must 
be carried on mainly through intensive 
propaganda efforts.

An article published in Pravda, of­
ficial party newspaper, on the eve of 
the congress had the same message. It 
was written by a leading Soviet editor 
who warned Russian atheists not to be 
in too much of a hurry to “close the 
churches and throw out the icons."

In the course of Khrushchev’s ad­
dress, which lasted six and a half hours, 
he stressed the necessity of a "thorough 
and good system of atheistic upbringing 
that has to embrace all groups of the 
population, especially youngsters."

A Moscow Radio broadcast reported 
him as having devoted "a lengthy pass­
age to the waging of a war against the 
remnants of capitalist ideologies," in­
cluding religion. It quoted him as say­
ing:

“In the present stage of Communist 
construction, it is essential to wage an 
even harder struggle against such sur­
vivals of capitalism as laziness, drunken­
ness, hooliganism, greed, religious 
beliefs, incorrect attitudes toward 
women.

“There must be no place for these 
weeds in our field. Communist training 
presupposes a liberation from religious 
beliefs, prejudices and superstitions, 
which still hinder Soviet men and 
women in making full use of their 
creative capacities."

The Soviet Premier was scheduled 
also to make another long speech when 
the new party program was presented 
for adoption by the congress. The pro­
gram contains a lengthy paragraph 
which calls for a continued fight against 
both "religion and clericalism.”

Clericalism, it said, is “assuming a 
growing importance in the political and 
ideological arsenal of imperialism" and 
has become influential in all countries 
where religion and the Church occupy 
a "dominant role in state, public and 
cultural spheres."

The party program stressed, however, 
that it was not necessary to go to “pas­
sionate extremes" in exposing the 
“baselessness of religious beliefs.”

This was the theme also of the 
article in Pravda which appeared under 
the signature of F. Oleshchuk, deputy 
chief of the magazine, Science and 
Religion.

He decried the position of some 
anti-religious propagandists who, he 
said, “seek the quick elimination of 
religious superstitions and even suggest 
closing the churches and throwing out 
the icons."

"These methods are wrong and not 
good for party propaganda," the writer 
declared, "New, mild methods are 
necessary."

Admitting the fact that the Russian 
people have had a tradition of deep 
religious feeling, and that many still 
cling to religion, he said a long period 
must elapse before religion is finally 
eliminated in the Soviet Union.

Arguing that the persistence of re­
ligious beliefs could be explained, in 
part, by “the capitalist influence,” he 
said that a "too aggressive” propagan­
distic approach "has the opposite re­
sult of strengthening religious views 
among churchgoers and helps to kee^ 
them separated from other people.” *

Special attention," he added, “must 
be paid to exposing the right people 
for atheistic propaganda, taking into 
account the ability of the clergy today 
also to advance new theories and views."

—Religious News Service

This year ...make your
BAPTIST BOOK. STORE

your Christmas Shopping Center
BEAUTIFUL BIBLES, King James Version
No. S200—This flexible, French morocco leather-bound Bible has the 
largest and best selection of study helps available at this price. All new 
Clearface type, printed on pure white Bible paper, makes it supremely 
easy to read. Semioverlapping covers, headbands, red-under-gold edges, 
self-pronouncing text, 60,000 center-column references, and 256 pages of 
helpful features including: concordance, How to Study the Bible, Sunday 
school teacher's use of the Bible, calendar for reading through the Bible 
in a year, 16 pages of colored maps, geographical dictionary of Bible 
lands, index of texts for Christian workers, family register, and convenient 
marker. Size, 5% x 7% inches. (19c) $6.75

Thumb Indexed $8.25

DESIGN FOR HAPPINESS
by W. V. Myres—The psychological com­
mon sense of the Sermon on the Mount as 
a basic guide to happy living. (26b) $2.50

DADDY WAS A DEACON
by Connie Moore Hunt—In fluid, chatty 
style, the author tells of her deacon daddy 
and of the influence of a "Bible-believing" 
family on her life. (26b) $2.95

IF WE DARED!
by Chester E. Swor—A challenge to 
Christian growth. 12 realistic messages 
show what Christianity can be in your day- 
to-day living ... if you dare! (26b) $2.50

ROPES TO BURMA:
The Story of Luther Rice
by Saxon Rowe Carver—The story of a 
great pioneer missionary who surrendered 
completely to God's will for his life. Illus­
trated. Ages I 1-14. (26b) $2.50

No. 5201 RL—Bound in morocco-grained leatheroid with semioverlapping 
covers, headbands, ribbon marker, and red edges. Contents same as No. 
S200. (19c) $3.95
No. S2OORL—Words of Christ printed in red. Otherwise same as No. 
S200. (19c) $7.00

Thumb Indexed $8.50
No. S200X—Same as S200 with genuine leather binding, printed on the 
finest Indian paper Only %-inch thick. (19c) $10.00
No. 02289X—Thin, compact, India-paper concordance Bible set in clear, 
easy-to-read type. A popular choice for study and gifts. Bound in natural- 
grained morocco, slightly overlapping covers, leather-lined, round comers, 
gold edges. Contains center-column references, maps, concordance, sub­
ject and proper name index. Size, 5 x 7*/g inches, just 13/16-inch thick. In 
black or red binding . . . specify. (5o) $15.00

Shop by mail ... by phone". . . or 
in person at your 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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Hanukkah—the feast of lights

by William B. Mitchell
Atlanta, Georgia

the story of the Jewish holida 
Christmas season

EvERY YEAR Hanukkah or Chanu­
kah is confused with the Christian holi­
day, Christmas.

The holiday of Hanukkah had its 
beginning more than 2000 years ago 
(168 B C.) when the wicked Syrian

y celebrated during the

ically battled against the mighty Syrian 
soldiers. These patriots were led in their 
hattie for freedom by Judah the Macca- 
bee and his four brothers, the sons of 
the priest, Mattathias.

The First Book of Maccabees re-
emperor, Antiochus, captured the 
Temple at Jerusalem. In the Temple 
of the one God he put pagan idols.

The Jewish people, who treasured 
their religious freedom, revolted against 
the emperor. For three years a small 
but brave army of Jewish patriots hero­

cords that Judah addressed his army thus 
before the final battle; “Gird yourselves 
and acquit yourselves like brave men. 
Be ready early in the morning to fight 
these heathen who have gathered against 
us to destroy us and our sanctuary, be­
cause it is better for us to die in battle 
than to look upon the tragedies of our

BUY THE SOUTH’S FINEST 
MONUMENTS AT BIG SAVINGS

Keep Up-

Read

Home Missions

Genuine Granite and
marble . . . FREE let- ■£' "gZ'A 
tering and footstones.
Freight paid. Satisfac- C k 
tion guaranteed. Write /
for free catalogue, J a
samples or agent plan 
today.
NATIONAL MONUMENT CO.

Columbus, Miss.
DEPT. E

FOR QUICK, EASY READING 
OF GOD’S WORD EVERY DAY

. . . M needful for counsel, Inspiration and 
comfort In these restless and uncertain 
times! An effective testimony in the home to 
the depth of your faith. 14 religious art repro­
ductions in full color.

Single copy 45c
3 copies S 

12 copies 
25 copies 
50 copies 

100 copies ;

1.50

15.00
27.00

Church imprints at slight 
additional cost. Mini­
mum quantity 60. No 
business imprints ac­
cepted.

Prices in larger quan­
tities upon request.

Scofield

$22.00

$25.00

in

edges), ’/g" thick.

thick.

se

an

187x Morocco, hand grained, half cir­
cuit. leather lined, round corners. Black 
l red under gold edges). Blll, Brown, 
Green, Maroon, Red (gold edges) 7V

£

123x French Morocco, halt 
under gold edges.

BEFEBENCE BIBLE

The most famous reference Bible
the English language — 
with all the famous 

Scofield features

A vailable in tw o sizes
LARGE SIZE: 5lZJ x 8'a"

Concordance Editions
179x Natural Morocco, half circuit, 
leather lined, round corners. Black (red 
under gold edges). Blue, or Red (gold

Reference Edition 
72 Moroccoette, limp, round corners, 
red under gold edges. I1 a" thick. $8.50

HANDY SIZE: 4*4 x
Concordance Edition
133x French Morocco, half circuit, 
round corners, red under gold edges. Vs" 
thick. $14 00

Pilgrim Bible w,th <™ «nation and our sanctuary. But whatever 
be the will in Heaven, thus shall he 
do." In 165 B C. they at last won the 
victory and drove the Syrian pagans 
out of the Temple and Jerusalem. 
Afterward, Judah removed the idols, 
cleansed the Temple, and made it once 
again a place for the worship of God. 
This dedication was celebrated for eight 
days by prayer and song. That is why 
the Jews today celebrate the festival of 
Hanukkah (which means “dedication”) 
for eight days. The holiday is observed 
in the month of December because it 
was at that time of year that the vic­
tory and the first Hanukkah took place.

The holiday mentioned in John 
10:22 as the “Feast of Dedication,” is 
also known as the “Feast of Lights" 
because of the custom of lighting 
candles on each of the eight holiday 
nights. These are lit because of the 
miracle which is said to have happened 
when the Temple was taken back from 
the Syrians. When the pagans were 
driven from the Temple only a small 
jar of holy oil—just enough for one 
day—was left behind. But this tiny jar 
of oil burned for eight days and nights 
until new oil could be made with which 
to fill the sacred lamps. Besides remind­
ing Jewish children of this story, the 
holiday candles s^nd for the light of 
freedom and liberty won by Judah the 
Maccabee and his brave army.

Hanukkah is a happy festival. It is 
(Continued on page 24)
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Each contains Dictionary of I 
Scripture Proper Names. Sub­
ject Index and all the many 
Pilgrim features; round cor­
ners, simulated leather lining.

'x ( ape Levant Morocco, limp, gold
edges. Bi ac k, Blu. or Rto. $20.00

Pilgrim liibles me also mailable niihuut Cunt urdanee

DE LI XE BIBLES

FAMILY BIBLE (in a convenient size) 
04884x Levant grain Calf, half circuit, 
simulated leather lining. Concordance. 
Family Record. New Long Primer type, 
modified self-pronouncing. 5V4 x 8H, 
less than 1" thick. $14.95

Ultrathin India Paper

KU) LETTER
04434x All the words of Christ are 
printed in red. Morocco grain Calf, half 
circuit, simulated leather lining. Con­
cordance. Family Record, Brevier type, 
self-pronouncing. 5 x 7*4, only Fit" 
thick. S1O.95

x indicates Oxford's

MFSStNGf R
Scripture Text

SIW-9H

Front cover

Woman of
Samaria and 
Christ at 
well.
Back cover 
Christ in 
the Garden
Suitable 
for framing
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Ask to see Messenger's attractive As- "Dk 
sortment of Scripture Text Christmas St 
ana Everyday Cards

dsnominotional publlthing house or Christion bookstore
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MESSENGER CORPORATION

Home Missions

i»hip

hat

Oxford Bibles come in many more styles, kinds, sizes, 
bindings, prices, and type faces. In fact, there are 
more than 200 different Bibles — priced from S3.75 
to Si50.00 — from which you may choose. Authorized
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Provide for every age group 
during...

A

Textbook 
for Adults 

and Young People

STUDIES IN JEREMIAH 
by Clyde T. Francisco 

study of the "rebel” prophet—his
frustrations, his betrayal, his apparent 
failure—with pertinent application to
today’s needs. (6c) 750

for Intermediates
EXPLORING THE NEW TESTAMENT

by Frank Stagg
Helps Intermediates “explore” the background and main truths in 

each book and gain an over-all view of the New Testament. (6c) 
Pupil’s edition, 350; Teacher’s edition, 500

for Juniors
MEN WHO TOLD HIS STORY

by Johnnie Human
Juniors learn the four Gospel writers as perso?S and study the , 

purpose of ?’ch. (6c) Pupil’s edition, 350; Teacher’s edition, 
500

Unit for Primaries
THE WORLD WE LIVE IN

by Mrs. John Tubbs
Emphasizes the forces of nature and the child’s relationship to them. 

God’s purpose is related to wind, weather, temperature, air, space, and 
related subjects. (6c) 350

for Beginners
SOUNDS THAT SING

by Evelyn Britt
Here are stories from the Bible, childhood experiences, and a wide 

selection of activities which point to music as one of God’s happiest 
gifts. (6c) 350

for the Nursery Teacher
GOOD FOOD TO EAT
by Polly Hargis Dillard

A guide in teaching children to associate God with the food they 
eat. Fresh fruits, vegetables, etc., should be used with this book for a 
sensory study. (6c) 35^

Supplementary material

THE REBEL PROPHET
This filmstrip presents the teachings of Jeremiah in a challenging 
rt0* s,’rnu'a'e >nterest in the study of this important prophet of 

. c ;Y^rarne’ full-tolor filmstrip to be used as a learning aid 
with Studies in Jeremiah. With manual. (26b)
Filmstrip, $5.00 Recorded narration, $3.00

Order today from your Baptist Book Store

Hanukkah—
/-Jo. (Continued from page 22) 

the custom to give gifts to the children 
and to hold merry family and com­
munity gatherings during the week of 
Hanukkah. A favorite game of the 
children on Hanukkah is called dreidle 
which is played with a wooden, metal 
or clay spinning top. The traditional 
dish eaten at Hanukkah parties is called 
latkes, a kind of potato pancake.

The big event on Hanukkah is the 
candle-lighting ceremony. The father 
lights the candles each evening just 
after nightfall in the presence of the 
entire family. A prayer of thanks to 
God for His miracles and loving-kind­
ness is recited as the candles are lit. 
Then the Hanukkah story is retold to 
the children.

On the first evening, a single candle 
is lit; the number is increased by one 
on each evening, until the last night 
when the full eight are kindled.

The hymn Ma’oz Tsur (Rock of 
Ages) is often sung in both home and 
synagogue after the lighting of the 
candles.

Special prayers of thanksgiving, as 
well as the Hallel (Psalms 113-118), 
are recited in the synagogue each day 
of the festival.

This year Hanukkah falls on De­
cember 3-10. Every Baptist should send 
his or her Jewish friend a Hanukkah 
card or a gift at that season. Then 
when their Jewish friend thanks them 
for the remembrance, they should have 
their Jewish friends tell them about the 
holiday. When the Jewish friend ex­
plains the dreidle, a small top used at 
this season, we can say with them truly 
a great miracle has happened. The He­
brew letters on the top are, “Nes, Gadel 
hayah, Sham," meaning a great miracle 
happened there. Truly our Jesus is the 
greatest miracle qf all time.

Another suggestion is to invite your 
Jewish friend to every activity of the 
church and home at the Christmas sea­
son explaining we believe Jesus to be 
the Messiah. A special invitation could 
be extended to study the book of Jere­
miah in our January Bible Study.

Helpful information on the holiday 
can be obtained from the Anti-Defama­
tion League, 515 Madison Avenue, New 
York 22, New York or from your local 
Anti-Defamation League.

Kit of Hanukkah materials
N-516 December Festivals Kit, $1.00
G-327 Your Neighbor Celebrates 128 

page book $2.50 *
N-523 Your Neighbor Celebrates 44 

page booklet $.25
"The Story of Hanukkah” 31 frame 

black and white filmstrip.
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were?

(Continued from page 19)

spectabie. The building committee was 
appointed and the site was sought. The 
glorious good news was announced that 
there had become available a most de­
sirable location—hard by the forum 
and praetorium. The building committee 
suggested that they would build a mag­
nificent edifice so that the people who 
came from the comers of the earth 
might see "where the Christians are.” 
So from this flat lot there grew the 
church house and even as it grew some 
of the Christians may have become 
confused about which was church and 
which was the church house. Finally it 
was finished, and it was a beautiful 
thing.

In that day as in this, the world was 
in turmoil. Conquering forces from 
barbaric lands came and beat against 
the walls of Carthage; the palaces of 
the princes fell; the praetorium, the 
forum, the church house fell in one 
gigantic roar.

What happened to the Christians, 
the members of this church? Had they 
become so “respectable” that their mes­
sage was frustrated and destroyed by 
the destruction of that building? Did 
they flee to hide in other cities and 
dare to preach the gospel from the 
tombs or from the quiet upper rooms? 
I do not know. 1 only know that a little 
Arab boy, the product of a religious 
invasion of Mohammendanism which 
had swept this place nearly 1,500 years 
before, and I stood in the midst of the 
ruins of the once great church.

And he said, “See where the Chris­
tians were?”

The wind blew the leaves of desert 
brush across the broken mosaic floor 
and a whirlwind played about the place, 
where the baptistry was.

1 wonder if that old church in Car­
thage would not wish to cry out from 
its ruins to proclaim a message to us as 
Christians today. I wonder if it would 
not like to warn us that if we become 
embroiled as churches in the material­
istic fever—that when material things 
no longer have significance we will sink 
with these materialistic things. The lo­
cation by the praetorium and the forum 
may add respectability but when the 
forum and praetorium falls so may the 
church.

A lost world hungers for a message. 
It can build its house.

December, 1961

WHILE THE WORLD FEU APART
THE GDOO NEWS WAS

Was 1941 ing some of the worst 
bombing of the Blitz,

and the night was torn by shrieking 
explosions as whole neighborhoods of 
homes and blocks of office buildings 
fell to destruction. In the darkened 
basement of a bombed out church a 
tiny group of men, women and chil­
dren huddled together waiting...

A Strong 
Voice Out 
Of The 
Darkness

voice that was

Suddenly one of the 
group, a minister, rose

tightly in hand and 
began to speak in a 
strong with faith. He

was telling the ancient story of another 
time when people had huddled in fear 
at the foot of the cross—and of how

"Father, forgive them; they do not 
know what they are doing,"
An Old Story Somehow, the min- 
- - ■ — • ■ ister was giving theTold With
New Power words new power and 

meaning for the little
basement group. Somehow, as he spoke, 
the ancient model of divine love and 
forgiveness was clear to them in a way 
it had never been before. Jesus had 
always spoken directly to his listeners 
in the language they used daily and 
understood most easily. And now, at 
last, in spite of the terrifying condi­
tions outside, the words were being 
spoken again in the language of the 
people. A great calmness and faith in 
God—a new courage and inner strength 
—swept through the once fearful group, 
and they listened in rapt attention as 
they heard in a fresh and more im­
mediate language "The Good News ’
spoken anew ...
A New '
Translation '■
It Born ’

It was perhaps on just 
such an occasion as 
this that J. B. Phillips

lament in the spoken English of to­
day. During those trying days of 1941, 
it seemed particularly important to the 
Reverend Mr. Phillips that the mem­
bers of his bombed out church should 
realize the full, present-tense vitality 
of the Word of God. As his project 
continued over the years that followed, 
he found ever increasing encourage­
ment in the heartfelt gratitude of all 
who heard or read his work.

The New

In Modern 
English

At last, in 1958, after 
the publication of four 
individual volumes of 
the work in progress, 
Mr. Phillips' single-

minded devotion and skillful applica­
tion of talents and knowledge culmi­
nated in the publication of a transla­
tion of the entire New Testament. Since 
that time there have been similar ven­
tures by groups of scholars, but the 
J. B. Phillips translation has continued 
to offer thrilling new insights and spir­
itual revitalization—now cherished by 
over 350,000 men and women in all 
walks of life.

“An inspired and glorious achieve­
ment."

—Dr. Daniel A. Poling
Editor, Christian Herald

“It would have saved me a great 
deal of labor if this book had come 
into my hands when I first seriously 
began Io try to discover what Chris­
tianity was.”

—C. S. Lewis
Author, The Screwtape Letters

idea for a translation of the New Tes-^-

W u * *

Nata: THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MODERN ENGLISH Is also avail-' 
able In a cloth edition at only 
$6.00. or In the original four

The Macmillan Company prices.
A Division of The Crowell-Collier Publishing Compuny

Order from your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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’'i liiilim rirhf1 Memorial Bell­
air a inn-1 gratifying gift to 
yoin i liurch in your name, 

\ppiopriaie plaque if ton 
Xi i'll. .Xu bell loXtri needed. 
Write Ini detail'.

SCHULMERICH
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Don't blame the pilot for wanting to 
come out of the clouds when he spies

300-homesite extension to Florida's 
BOCA RATON BIBLE GROUNDS

Don't fly over these facts:
Ideal Climate • Ten Minutes from Ocean 
Tropical Setting . Friendly Neighborhood 
Christian Community Membership Required

Says Mr Milton 0. Hill, recently 
retired president McCrory Stores: 
The moment Mrs Hill and I saw 

Paradise Palms with its lovely homes 
we knew we had found our niche"

Do write for information. Or better 
still — a one week stay for two will be 

"on the house (except in Feb. and March) 
if you purchase a lot at PARADISE PALMS.

I ■■■!-■ CONFERENCE GROUNDS | 
| P. O. Box A, Dept. HM, Boca Roton, Fla | 
I Name_____________ _______________ g

| Str-----------------cuyi_______ state____|

A
town

without
a church

by A. B. Hendry
Harlingen, Texas

One CLOUDY, rainy day of the 
Christmas holidays of 1957, Roger Clay, 
a salesman whose territory takes in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley, asked the 
proprietor of a filling station in Olmito, 
Texas, to direct him to the home of the 
Baptist minister.

“We don’t have a Baptist preacher 
here," the filling station operator said. 
"In fact, we haven't even got a church."

Clay, who makes it a habit to be­
come acquainted with Baptist pastors in 
towns in his territory, was astonished. 
The filling station operator told Clay that 
now and then residents of Olmito had 
organized nondenominational groups 
which met on Sundays, but they didn’t 
last long.

When Clay returned to his home in 
San Benito that night, he telephoned 
John B. Wilder, a noted minister and 
writer of Harlingen and told Wilder of 
the plight of the town. Clay pointed 
out that the population of Olmito and 
the nearby area probably totals around 
one thousand and he felt that a Baptist 
church could do a great work there.

Wilder, pastor of the Calvary Bap­
tist Church, which aids numerous mis­
sions and small churches in the Valley, 
encouraged Clay to go ahead. Clay 
canvassed Olmito homes at night and 
on Sunday afternoons, discovering that 
about 50 Baptist families resided in 
the churchless town.

Some of them made a round trip of 
20 miles to attend the nearest Baptist 
churches in Brownsville, but not many 
of them were in church every Sunday. 
Most of them said they gladly would 
support a church in Olmito and Clay 
made arrangements for the budding 
congregation to worship in the Olmito 
public school auditorium.

The first all-Baptist service in Olmito 
was held February, 1958 with a small 
but enthusiastic congregation present. 
Clay now realized that if the work was 
to go forward, he must move to Olmito, 
although it meant a daily round-trip 
drive of 50 miles to and from his 
firm’s office in Harlingen.

Working together with the nucleus 
of worshipers who regularly attended 
services in the school auditorium, Clay 
felt they were nearing the goal of giv­
ing Olmito its first church. He told 
Wilder of his hopes and W'ilder said:

"Well, Clay, whenever you are ready 
to build, my congregation will pay for 
the lot for your church."

Then in September, 1959, Clay, who 
had been devoting every spare moment 
to studying the Bible, became a lay 
minister. The ceremony took place in 
the Calvary Baptist Church of San 
Benito, with Buddy M. Owens ordain­
ing Clay and Wilder preaching the 
ordination sermon. Immediately the 
Olmito church called Clay as its part- 
time minister.

Less than a year after Clay's ordina­
tion, work started on the erection of 
the church. Members of the congrega­
tion worked six nights a week on the 
new building and soon the steeple of 
the Olmito Baptist Church pierced the 
sky.

At the I 1 o'clock service October 2, 
Clay delivered the dedication sermon, 
based on a text from John 4:35— 
"Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields, for they are white already unto 
harvest."

"John is not speaking here of a cot­
ton harvest, even though it may sound 
that way to us," Clay said. "John is 
speaking, of course, of a spiritual har­
vest and that is vastly more important. 
Are we ready to go to work here ii^k 
Olmito for a great spiritual harvest? 
Are we ready to put everything else 
aside and go (jpt and win souls? I think 
I can assure you of one thing that is 
very certain: God is ready and he is 
waiting—very expectantly."
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GIVE THE BIBLE THAT SPEAKS CLEARLY: Revised Standard 
Version Bible. It is written in clear, readily understandable English ... yet it preserves the 
original power and beauty of the King James Bible. Religious leaders, educators, scholars 
acclaim it as a work of scrupulous accuracy. It makes an ideal gift. Give it this Christmas.

FOR Y0UHG PEOPLE, an RSV Bible 
with 12 illustrations, 12 maps, a pres­
entation page, all in color. Also avail­
able with words of Christ in red. Com­
plete footnotes. Bound in black lealher- 
oid; red edges (2803) S3.50

THE CONCORDETTE has a 192-page 
concordance and list of proper names; 
over 75,000 center-column references, 
12 maps and family record. \et its 
compact in size, ideal to carry. Bound 
in black or white imitation leather. In­
dia paper, gold edges (5806XW) $7.95

THE KELSON REVISED STANDARD VERSION

FINE LEATHER EDITION includes 192- 
page concise concordance and list of 
proper names, over 75,000 center-col­
umn references, 12 maps in color. 
Printed on Nelson Indopaque Paper 
with gold edges, bound in black or 
red genuine cowhide (4808X) .117.50 
MANY OTHER EDITIONS are available. 
They are priced from S3 to $30.

Order from your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Thomas Nelson & sons
Exclusive publishers oj the RSV Bible
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I B// Mary Earle Lowry Curry

■ . ■ purpose of the book is to help 
nstians of even- age be spiritually 

••Titled. for to be spiritually minded 
'■-Ie and peace—Rom 8:6 This idea 

- genttinely accomplished in a series 
I 75 short, expressiy^pofins. Each

is preceded by'a Scripture quo­
tation and the subjects of the poems 
arc from daily livings

In such a time as this, it is encouraging 
and comforting to know that there are 
still those who have "poetrv in their 
souls," and have the ability to convex 
it to their fellowman. (lOd) $2.00

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

TO . . Experienced tour planning,
I. HOLT LAND details handled by tour
2. EUROPE leader, lectures en route,
3. SOUTH AMERICA outstanding sights, places 
4. SCENIC AMERICA of special interest to 
R w,,t. W1,k. ■ Chri.u.n., line fellowship.

FR£E new friends, annual tour
BULLETIN reunion, happy memories
Specify f°r a lifetime.

I which trfir Addrail: Dr. Joiaph P. Fra*

WHEATON TOURS
BOX 448 Dapt. HMI2I WHEATON, ILLINOIS

Now — 
A BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED 
ELECTRIC CHURCH CLOCK

An attractive, useful addition to any 
church property — the perfect memorial 
gift. A solid wood frame in oak, walnut, 
birch or mahogany, 151/," square with 
11'4“ square dial —3'/." deep, comes 
with polished brass crosses, end markers. 
This clock carries a full year's guarantee.

r, , inurtn arore,
publlihino house or write to Craftsman 
Chureh Clocks, Dept. HM, 833 Franklin L1...I O.LL..L till____ ■

from handicap 
to victory
WE WERE handicapped—not a handicap which necessi­

tated a crutch or a wheel chair but a crippling far greater.
A mother of eleven children walked three miles from a 

clinic with her sick baby in her arms rather than let a nurse 
know that she could not dial a phone for transpoitation. 
She made her way back to the Reese Center neighborhood 
over which the state penitentiary casts its dark shadows. Life 
went on much the same—hardship, poverty, disease, and 
delinquency. The lattes* having caught in its sweep two of her 
teen age boys and a junior girl.

A grandmother who sells papers on Main Street for bread 
could not read one word of the news. Between news editions, 
the grandmother “newsboy" spends her spare hours near the 
Capitol Park Center, a stone's throw from the University of 
South Carolina center of learning. There she lives in a 10 
by 12 foot "paper house"—actually covered with news print 
—without heat much less any modern conveniences.

The cries of a man, a saved alcoholic, moved us with 
further compassion.

“Teach me to read the Bible; I believe God's word will 
keep me from going back into that awful sin."

The saved alcoholic lives in the Fornance Center area, 
better known as “Black Bottom" because of its integration, 
vice and sin. It was this area which made headlines when an 
expectant mother was killed by her husband with a base­
ball bat.

Life held litHe for these and other handicapped ones until 
literacy became a part of our Home Mission Board effort 
for Christ. Miss Anne Grove, literacy specialist, came to 
Columbia at our request to train volunteer workers from our 
local association.

We now have 27 teachers holding Home Mission Board 
certificates indicating their readiness for this literacy battle. 
This readiness includes the combined effort of the Laubach 
method and the Home Mission approach.

Now we know this works! Adults are really learning to 
read and to write. The 27 teachers have 27 pupils. “One 
teach one” is a marvelous way to teach the way.

With our state's law of compulsory education revoked to 
outsmart the segregation issue, our teen-agers are fast be­
coming a part of this handicapped multitude. In the midst 
of this darkness, we accept the tremendous challenge of 
literacy as a means to lead souls to Christ. “The entrance 
of the word giveth light”—light sufficient to illumine and 
illiterate mind and to save the soul. *Thanks be to God for 
this way from handicap to victory.

Gladys Farmer, director
Baptist Good Will Centers
Columbia, South Carolina

missionaries use 
plane in Panama

ISSIONARIES James Nelson and Elton F. Vickers re­
cently reconnoitered a jungle area by plane saving countless 
hours of overland travel in the jungles.

Brother Nelson, Pastor of the Charges River Baptist 
Church located in the town of Gamboaon the Gatun Lake, 
has purchased a boat and motor to use in reaching the 
villages on the river and the lake with the gospel of Christ.

(Continued on page 30)

Home Missions

Save $1.50 on this double value offer

Now you can gel
BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1962, and 

A LAYMAN’S HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS
Both For only $5.95

BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1962
by H. I. Hester and J. Winston Pearce

Twc outstanding writers and Bible scholars team up again for the third 
year to give you one of the finest helps available on the International 
Sunday School Lessons.

Broadman Comments, 1962, includes for each lesson
• the complete printed Bible text
• clear outline and thorough discussion
• apt illustrations and pointed application of truths to today s needs
• helpful visual aid suggestions (26b)

Regular price, $2.95

A LAYMAN'S HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS
by John Franklin Carter

Here's a book you'll turn to often in 1962 and for years to come This 
unique harmony of the Gospels includes extensive notes gleaned from Dr 
Carter's years of teaching experience and historical information on the fife 
of Christ. It presents the life and mission of Jesus in a scholarly, yet 
practical, way—especially helpful in preparing Sunday school lessons this 
year. The text, using the American Standard Version of the Bible, is 
arranged in the usual four columns of a harmony with explanatory notes
beside the Scriptures. (26b)

Regular price, $4.50

EBmmmmww* Buy the pair and save!'wmmsmmwRHa

Ahotke^ (jOimite...
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1962
by Clifton J. Allen

Now in its 45th edition, Points for Emphasis is popular with Bible 
students everywhere ... so brief and clear. This handy commentary fits 
pocket or purse for quick reference. Based on the International Sunday 
School lessons, it gives complete Scripture passages, the main lesson points. 
“Truths to Live By," and daily Bible readings for each lesson. Order 
several—they’re ideal for gifts and for those who travel! (26b)

Only 95<

December, 1961
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BOOK 
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(Continued from page 28)
Nelson has already begun work in a river town named 
Santa Rosa. The people in perhaps their first contact with 
evangelicals have been very receptive.

The many arms of the Gatun lake reach far back into 
the jungle areas. On many of these arms villages have been 
founded, The only way to reach them is by boat, Brother 
Nelson heard from Panamanian Christians that there was 
still a village hack in that had not been reached with the 
gospel. Not knowlRjfwhere it was, Nelson asked Elton F. 
Vickers who has/a private pilot's license if he would fly

him back into this area on a reconnaissance trip In a 
little more than one hour's flying time the village was 
located and a water route to it established and marked 
on the map. Thus many hours and possibjy days were 
saved in the locating of this village.

Time is an essential element of the work for commu­
nism and the cults are making rapid progress into the city 
as well as the country areas. We must work now with the 
light and means Christ has given unto us.

Elton F Vickers

Opportunity for a Rewarding Vocation
OPEN TO BOTH MEN AND WOMEN indian missions

JUST IMAGINE YOURSELF MAKING in Utah

$10,000 A YEAR!

It’s being done by ambitious 
Christians with a vision 

and you can do it, too!

-OR UP TO $75 A WEEK 
IN YOUR SPARE TIME

tin- • r:vironrnent? You’d like to become associated with an organization 
win re you can combine energetic Christian service with rewarding 
financial gain. You want an opportunity where your earnings can be 

commensurate with productive effort limited only by your own anj- 
bition, ability and vision to serve God and community.

Perhaps you find it difficult to make ends meet. You’d like to get 
things for the home or family that your present salary doesn't permit 
and you'd like to turn your spare time into profitable activity.

Then here's your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has been 
in business for over 35 years -highly 
respected by Christian leaders in every 
Protestant denomination. Our Service 
is recommended hy men and women 
you know.

Our program is unique—it has no 
competition. Every Christian home in 
your town and neighboring communities 
is a prospect. You do no ’cold canvass­
ing." but work on a proven selected 
lead system. No deliveries to make.

Find out for yourself what others

offered in coupon below. To list just a 
few: Murray Hall, who resigned his 
teaching position, earned $748.00 in one

pastor.

$12,131.40 in one year . . . Mrs. Hazel

earned from $3,985,00 to $5,400.00 a 
year part time, over a 15-year period. 

These people, whether devoting full

have done—send for t 

You, too. c»n enjoy this
FOLDER

tilling an important Christian st 
in their communities and doing 
well financially.

ime profitable work if you team up with our well established
organization. Just fill in the coupon NOW and we’ll help you get started immediately!

----------------------------------- CLIP AND MAIL TODAY!______________________

COMPANY, INC., Dept. HM121, 22 W. Madison SI., Chlca0o 2, III.

M

O ur work at (he Baptist Indian Cen­
ter. Brigham City, Utah, is primarily 
with the students from the Intcrmoun- 
tain Indian School of this city. These 
students come from all sections of the 
Navajo Reservation which includes a 
large section of Arizona and New Mex­
ico as well as a section that extends 
into southern Utah.

We have the opportunity many times 
of continuing to witness to the students 
who have had contact with our mis­
sionaries who serve on the reservation.

Rosebell is an example of this I had 
the privilege of receiving her as she 
came forward in a morning worship 
service at the Indian Center professing 
Christ as her Savior. Later I was privil- 
edged to baptize her. My heart was 
made happy because of this.

Yet. I realize that others had a vital 
part in her decision. George Hook, the 
missionary at Winslow. Arizona had 
held many services in her home before 
she came to school. He found time to 
drive the 90 miles to witness to her 
and her family at the hogan where they 
live.

The two Navajo students, one a jun­
ior and the other a senior, who taught 
her in our Sunday school class. Mrs. 
Fisher’s talking to her had its effect. 
Perhaps the Sunday sermons, the week 
day religious instruction classes, and 
the conferences that 1 had with her 
may have helped her in some way.

We may never know who influenced 
her the most, but it really doesn't mat­
ter. Missions has always been a coop^ 
erative effort. One plants, another 
waters, but it is God that gives the 
increase.

SEND

(Please print or type)

/\ 77//. II I)

$1.00 for one year 

$2.00 for three years T

HOME MISSIONS
161 Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta 3, Georgia

//// SHOL I I) (,()

Name

Street

City Zone State

(Enclose your payment with this card)

Horace E. Fisher
Baptist Indian Center 
Brigham City, Utah

l ouuy, mule nun cvci, uic pi cv 

holds good: train up a child in 
the way he should go. There can 
be no better way, there can be 
no better book, than the Bible.

^CamQicfqe 
L BiUfes a

Bft. have
uiiw centuries fine Bibles 
been carefully made at

K. the Cambridge University Press. 
B In a Cambridge Bible, there is 
y no compromise with quality.
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books—including the new biography of 
■ Cometh, by W. A. Carlton.

to Home Missions
eet,NW, Atlanta 3, Georgia

WISMWJ.

■. ' 1 
or more sent in 
mpany the list, 
with this offer.

For I nt erm fdi'aten-

The Charley Matthews Stary 
by DavkJ E. Mason
For Juniors:
Mike and His Four Star G* 
by John T. Carter

Sawgrass Missionary 
by Elizabeth Provence

For Primaries:
Sammy in the Country 
to Franc#* Carter< “•i’V * . - • • •’WWW

Book Title ...
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