


Northeastern Churches 
Plan for 3 Conventions

. , Representatives from Southern Baptist 
churches and^aistrict associations in 
nine north0stern states voted unanimous­
ly in Levittown, Pa., to form three area 
conventions as soon as possible.

This changed the direction from their 
earlier thinking. Previously, they had 
intended for all nine states to be 
included in one geographically large 
regional convention which would attain 
’’state” convention status in Southern 
Baptist Convention circles.

A natural geographical grouping 
divided the representatives into these 
three areas-(l) New England: (2) New York 
and northern New Jersey, and (3) Penn­
sylvania and southern New Jersey.

The New England area would include 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa­
chusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. 
Southern Baptist churches in Delaware 
would continue their ties with the Bap­
tist Convention of Maryland.

Two existing state conventions oK 
Southern Baptist work have churches 
affiliated in these nine states. They 
are Maryland convention and the State 
Contention of Baptists in Ohio.

Tension which arose early in the meet­
ing eased as the reason for having three 
separate conventions, rather than one 
larger convention, ..was discussed.

Observers believed the change in di­
rection resulted from two things-first, 
the better functioning and financing 
possible with three smaller conventions, 
and second, reluctance of churches in 
Pittsburgh, Erie, Buffalo, Rochester, 
and other cities in that vicinity to 
leave their Ohio affiliation for a nine- 
state regional convention.

Several persons present praised the 
Ohio and Maryland conventions for aid 
given their churches. "We have never 
called upon the Baptist convention of 
Maryland for anything, when they did not 
respond,” said David Morgan, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.

New York-northern New Jersey rep­
resentatives set 1967 as the target date 
for their separate ’’state” convention. 
Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey 
Baptists said 1967 might be their target 
date also. New ^England representatives, 
however, said it might take longer for 
them to form an independent "state” 
convention.

At present there are 66 Southern 
Baptist churches and 29 missions in the 
nine-state area. They have a combined 
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membership of 11,000. Population in the 
Northeast makes up about one-third of 
that in the United States, it was 
reported.

Five district associations are af­
filiated with the Maryland convention. 
Two are affiliated with the Ohio con­
vention. (B.P.)
Baptist History Told 
In Mission Pictures

The Home Mission Board has released 
photographs of Baptist historical sites 
and present work of Southern Baptists 
in the northeastern United States.

The photographs are in color slides, 
and were available to messengers attend­
ing the Southern Baptist Convention in 
Atlantic City on a share-the-cost basis.

Included in the historical pictures 
is a series of Miss Annie Armstrong, 
first executive secretary of Woman’s 
Missionary Union. Places where she 
served in Baltimore are shown, as well 
as a reproduction of a new color por- 
trait of her.

L. ij0. Griffith of Atlanta, director 
of the Division of Education and Pro­
motion of the mission agency, said the 
slides, a total of 60 at 25 cents a 
slide,*can be secured from the Board at 
161 Spring Street, N.W., Atlanta, Ga. 
30303.
Youth Workers Name 
Porter Chairman

The conference of youth workers of 
SBC agencies took on a’decided home mis­
sion accent in its.annual meeting in 
Atlanta.

The group met at the Home Mission 
Board, attended a commissioning service 
for home missionaries, heard two home 
mission speakers, and elected as its 
chairman one of the Board’s staff.

Nathan Porter of Atlanta, associate 
secretary for missionary personnel of 
the Home Mission Board, succeeded Howard 
Bramlette of Nashville as chairman of 
the conference.

Elected as vice chairman was D. P. 
Brooks, editor of Young People’s lesson 
material for the Sunday School Depart­
ment of the Sunday School Board, and as 
secretary, Laurella Owens of Birmingham,_ 
editor of The Window, a publication of' 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

Porter said the annual meeting pro- ' 
vides a time for the sharing of related 
problems, new materials, experiences, 
and to do some creative thinking in 
working with Southern Baptist youth.
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EDITORIALS
BY WALKER L. KNIGHT

AMERICA IS WORLDS
“America is not a uniform world. America is worlds, 

cultures, nations, and tongues. By God's wonderful 
providence this country was built under God's blue 
skies and is being reshaped now under the shadow of 
the Statue of Liberty by those of many nations.”

These words are not from one born in the United 
States, but rather from one of those other nationalities 
who now- help “reshape” our nation.

The speaker was Elias L. Golonka. born of Russian- 
Polish parents during the first world war. He lived 
through wars, imprisonment, and in displaced persons 
camps before coming to the United States as pastor of 
a Polish-speaking Baptist church.

In this issue Golonka tells of his life in Russia, Po­
land. Germany, and the United States. He is now a field 
worker for the Language Missions Department of the 
Home Mission Board, where his knowledge of Slavic 
languages and Slavic peoples is invaluable.

In a recent speech of the Woman's Missionary 
Union's annual convention at Atlantic City he made the 
statement quoted above and also said. "More than 50 
national groups have settled in this country, and more 
than 50 languages are spoken daily by the peoples of 
the United States. This is both a blessing and a chal­
lenge to our missions program, to our churches, and to 
all our agencies."

As Southern Baptists have assumed a national role 
in the religious structure of the United States, they have 
come to face their responsibility to the more than 10 
million Slavic people, most of them in the northern 
area of the nation.

Golonka says these people have had only nominal 
contact with religion, though most might claim mem­
bership in a church. They have remained outside the 
stream of American culture because of the barrier of 
language. Many continue “to use their native languages 
at home, at work, and in their social life. Schools of 
language instruction have been founded, magazines and 
books printed, and radio and television programs estab­
lished in their native tongues.”

While this difference has contributed to American 
culture, it has often kept these people from hearing the 
gospel. Golonka challenges with the statement, "At this 
point in their history in missions Southern Baptists have 
to realize they are being challenged by our pluralistic 
society with its lost millions—lost because no one has 
told them about Christ. Our society is not just an Anglo- 
Saxon population with its unified culture of the South. 
America is not just South, or North . . . America is 
worlds."
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Capturing the Heart of Missions

^What Else Can
I Do?

We had served the refreshments in 
the afternoon session of our kinder­
garten. We had also thanked God for 
the food, but David Melendez sat there 
looking into outer space. He had a very 
serious face. I can always tell when 
something.bothers David because he is 
very sensitive.

“Why haven’t you started to eat, 
David?” I asked. He looked at me and 
said, “I am worried about my mother. 
First she gofes to this church, you know 
which one (he meant an Anglo Baptist 
churc» and she raises her hand and 
says she loves Jesus. But now . . . last 
Sunday there she goes back to her 
Catholic church. She said, ‘David, get 
up, we have to go to my church.’ I don’t 
like to go to the Catholic church. Why 
doesn’t she make Alice go with her?”

Alice is David's sister who has been 
very brave in defying her mother in not 
attending the Catholic church. Alice has 
loved her church, ever since she started 
attending kindergarten.

“Since you are only five, I guess you 
have to obey your mother. When you 
get a little older maybe she will let you 
come with Alice. In the meantime we 
will be praying for your mother.” This 
was the only answer I could give.

David and Alice are very sincere in 
what they believe, and they are very 
talented. David has a beautiful voice and 
a wonderful memory. His singing has 
brought his mother to our church to 
hear him.

“Are you proud of your children?" 
I asked Mrs. Melendez.

“Sure I am," she replied.
We have been praying for this family 

and the Lord is answering our prayers 
because Mrs. Melendez has attended 
church now for three Sundays. On our 
way into the building I met her and I 
said, “It is so wonderful to see you com­

ing to Sunday school.” Mrs. Melendez 
answered, “What else can I do? My 
children seem to be very happy and 
proud to have me come with them.”

Will you pray for us so that soon the 
father will come with them too?

Esperanza Ramirez 
1600 N. Seventh 
Waco, Texas

Become A Christian
And ^tart Again

In 1958 I was in the city of Mexicali, 
Baja, Calif., and had a quantity of gospel 
tracts with me for distribution. While in 
the shade of a store building I noticed 
a man approaching from my left and 
that he, too, had tracts in his hand. My 
first thought was that here is a Christian 
man . . . perhaps I can help him and he 
help me. His first words to me did not 
concern his tracts, which were for the 
peddling of vice and immorality. I in­
quired of him where he had obtained 
the tracts, and he replied, "Frdm a lady 
over on another street.” His next ques- 
sion was, “How much will you give me 
an hour to distribute your tracts?”

While speaking with this man another 
Mexican vendor approached from my 
right and wanted to sell to me from a 
small tray hanging from his shoulders. 
I told him that I did not need any of 
the things that he had to which he re­
plied, “You Protestants! You don’t 
smoke! You don’t drink! You don’t do 
anything!”

I was reminded of this event a few 
days ago when 1 was in San Francisco 
in connection with my work among the 
Filipinos of Stockton. The pastor of 
our sponsoring church and I had called 
at the office of the Philippine Consulate 
General to meet him and pay our re­
spects to him. He was a wise and learned 
man. As he spoke with us he pointed to 
the word “Baptist" on my calling card, 

and said, "I am familiar with you Bap­
tists in the islands. Do you want to know 
the greatest contribution that the Bap­
tists have made in the Philippines? The 
greatest contribution that the Baptists 
have made in the Philippine; has been 
in the matter of morality. It seems that 
when a person becomes a Baptist he is 
starting again." This gave us the oppor­
tunity to assure him that this is exactly 
what has happened. When a person 
becomes a Christian he is starting again 
for he has become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus.

Donald V. Phlegar 
Filipino Missions 
Stockton, California

^Personal Work
The Greatest Need

Mr. and Mrs. Juan Avila came from 
Coahuila, Mexico, to Seguin, Tex. They 
were very religious and constantly at­
tended church.

One day during the sermon Juan 
Avila observed several boys and girls 
making dates. This was disappointing to 
the Avilas and they decided never to go 
back to church and to bring up their 
seven children without religion.

Juan Avila became a victim of alcohol.
One morning, after the effects of 

liquor had worn off, he realized that he 
had no food for his family.

The pastor of the Anglo Baptist church 
in McQueeney, Tex., visited them, and 
took the Avila children to Vacation 
Bible school. He wanted to talk with 
the Avilas, but they spoke no English.

One day at a meeting Everett, the pas^ 
tor, asked me to come and visit the® 
Avila family. I went with him and pre­
sented the plan of salvation in Spanish. 
Juan Avila, ffis wife and daughter, 
Estela, accepted Christ that afternoon. 
I invited them to attend the Anglo 
church that night, where I was to preach 

and show some slides. They attended 
and publicly accepted Christ as their 
personal Saviour and were baptized.

Since then I have baptized five of the 
eight children. Estela has reached Queen 
in GA’s, and her sister is ready to be 
Princess.

Juan Avila thanks God for the pastor 
who visited him even though they could 
not understand each other, and for the 
plan of salvation being presented in his 
own language.

No ministry outdoes the ministry of 
personal work.

Jose S. Flores
San Marcos, Texas

Love Transforms
Whom It Touches

This month we at Carver Center, New 
Orleans. La., have witnessed several 
transformations:

We saw Antonine transformed from 
a shrinking, emaciated three-year-old to 
a proud, happy child. Why? Someone 
loved him enough to change his rags to 
a new suit of blue.

We saw Mrs. Austin, a mentally- 
retarded, unwed mother, transformed 
from a woman dragging her crying 
babies up and down the street, wonder­
ing how she could feed and house them 
—to one with a bright, cheery counte­
nance. “Can Peter and Louis and Mary 
come back to the center tomorrow?" 
Why? Our society provides a welfare 
program for those who cannot help 
themselves. Mrs. Austin had been given 
that help. Someone cared!

We saw Ronald transformed. He gave 
his heart to Jesus and he became a new 
creation in him. Someone loved him 
enough to live a perfect life and to die 
on the cross that Ronald might have 
eternal life—and not Ronald only, but 
all who will put their trust in him. Jesus 
cares!

We saw ourselves transformed. Jesus 
said, "Ye shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). 
We found that Darryl, whom we con­
sidered slow and disinterested, was most 
interested. His seeming slowness comes 
from seven operations during his six- 
year-life. Judging from outward appear­
ance causes wrong conclusions. We were 
transformed through understanding.

Jesus said, “Love one another as I 
have loved you"; and that LOVE trans­
forms all whom it touches!

Johnnie Lee Hobbs 
Carver Center
New Orleans, Louisiana

^Missions Fulfilled 
Her Life

When my husband and I moved to 
New Orleans, La., 18 years ago, we had 
each other and one small daughter, and 
not much else. My husband is a member 
of a church of another denomination, 
and we promptly affiliated ourselves with 
our respective churches.

The Lord blessed us with two more 
daughters, good health, a nice home and 
wonderful Christian friends. I worked 
with Sunbeams, GA’s, Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union, Sunday school, and par­
ents’ clubs in public schools. I settled 
down to a routine of keeping our house, 
raising children, and attending meetings, 
meetings, and more meetings. I thought 
I was about the busiest woman in New 
Orleans.

I loved Woman’s Missionary Union 
because it was a missionary organiza­
tion. Slowly it began to dawn on me that 
I was racing everywhere attending meet­
ings, but I really wasn’t doing very much 
for the Lord. Gradually, I began to feel 
the urge to start working somewhere in 
mission work, but I didn’t really want to 
do it. I kept saying “Not yet, Lord, let 
me raise my family; let me clean my 

house," etc. 1 heard more home mission­
aries speak and heard them plead for 
prayers and workers. I thought, “It 
would be nice if I could help, but I’m 
too busy." Well, God was very patient 
with me. He let me raise my girls, clean 
my house, and plant my garden. He let 
my conscience bother me for a couple 
of years. All the time I was thinking how 
nice it would be to gather a group of 
ladies and start working wherever we 
were needed.

Finally, I made my plea before my 
WMU. At first the response was slow. 
We called at Rachel Sims Mission and 
we were given a list of all the missions 
and the workers needed.

Today we have a circle .working at 
Hamilton Center each Thursday morn­
ing, four ladies working at Friendship 
House (alternating two at a time) each 
Wednesday morning, another circle at 
Carver Center each Thursday morning.

The only way to really know what 
wonderful work is being done by our 
missionaries in our missions is to go and / 
work with them.

Since starting to work in the mission, 
my whole life has been changed, my 
faith has been strengthened, my under­
standing of all God's children has been 
deepened. Even my six-year Beginner 
Department in Sunday school has been 
changed. We no longer spend half our 
morning with handwork. Instead, we 
spend a full hour of study and learning 
the Scriptures and the children love it.

Grace Kirtland 
Gentilly Baptist Church 
New Orleans, Louisiana

^Mrs. Swetnam
Retires From Sellers

I remember the first time I saw Mrs. 
Swetnam, she was in a hurry. I'm not 
sure which was out of order, the clothes
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dryer or the deepfreeze. I was beginning 
my first day as a missionary nurse at 
Sellers Home in New Orleans. Months 
have passed since that day and I've 
learned a great lesson from the woman 
introduced to me as head housemother. 
The hardest thing for me to do on my 
new job was keeoup^ith Mrs. Swetnam.

For the paXt 12 years she has served 
her Lord at) Sellers Baptist Home and 
Adoption Center. To say she is head 
housemotherxis to limit her and that is 
a task I consider impossible. She is much 
more than housemother: she becomes 
whatever is necessary to meet the need 
at a given time. She could be called 
cook, plumber, nurse, janitor, director, 
repairman, counselor, night watchman, 
hostess, and house clown. Most of all she 
is a missionary 24 hours a day to 40 
unwed expectant mothers.

Mrs. Swetnam doesn't work at Sellers, 
she lives there. For her there is no quit­
ting time, no 40 hour week. Her day 
begins early, for breakfast must be pre­
pared and ready by seven a.m. The day 
is filled' with activity and finds her ful­
filling many needs. Day ends very late 
for her house must be set in order. She 
has been "Mom" day after long day to 
over MOO girls who have come to 
Sellers.

^he was born Mallie Lynn on De­
cember 22 just as the century turned. 
Her childhood was spent in the country 
near Huntsville. Mo. She attended South­
west Baptist College in Bolivar and State 
Teachers College in Kirksville, Mo.

At the age of 17 she accepted a posi­
tion as teacher for the first eight grades 
in a rural school. Three years later she 
married William Embree Swetnam and 
they became the parents of two daugh­
ters. Soon after this she began to feel 
God's call to mission service. She wrote 
to the mountain mission superintendent 
but was unable to follow her call.

One job led to another and she went 
from teacher to church visiting for the 
Bethel Baptist Church in St. Louis.

By now her girls had grown into dedi­
cated Christian women, both of whom 
were soon to graduate from New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Seminary. The 
youngest daughter came to Louisiana as 
a summer worker with the Home Mis­
sion Board in 1945 and introduced Mrs. 
Swetnam to New Orleans.

Soon she returned to New Orleans to 
live and accepted a job at Southern Bap­
tist Hospital as clinical clerk and hostess. 
Her next position was with the Foreign 
Mission Board relief center in New Or­
leans. While working there she became 

acquainted with the work of Sellers 
Home through Clovis Brantley, then 
superintendent of the relief center, Men's 
Rescue Mission, and Sellers.

In February, 1951, Mrs. Swetnam 
came to Sellers. Rumor got around that 
she wouldn't last six months. She has 
doubled that number and multiplied it 
by years.

Her life has counted for Christ. Deep 
dedication and a strong back has paid 
off in souls saved.

Mrs, Swetnam has retired and our 
house seems strangely quite.

Who else can burst out with a lively 
little tune right in the middle of dinner?

To me Mrs. Swetnam will always be 
a part of Sellers. My sincere prayer is, 
as the prophet of old, "May a double 
portion of thy spirit fall on me."

A. Popwell, R N.
Sellers Baptist Home and 
Adoption Center
New Orleans, Louisiana

<I)oors Left
Open

As a small, skinny, unsaved child. I 
walked into Rachel Sims Mission in 
New Orleans, La., out of curiosity. I 
went because my friends told of Miss 
Gladys Keith and the activities there. 
I cannot remember much that happened, 
except that we sang songs and ate cook­
ies. It was a beginning, however.

When I was 12, my father died and 
we moved, so I did not Yeturn to the 
mission center until much later.

After 1 grew up. was married and had 
two children, our family moved close to 
a mission center called Bowen Center, 
where our sons attended kindergarten. 
By the time my second son was ready 
for graduation, the beautiful new Rachel 
Sims building was finished and the 
graduation program was held there. 
Once again I met Miss Keith.

After graduation, we moved away. 
That was the second chance I had 
missed in becoming a Christian. Seeds 
had been sown, but they had not taken 
root.

Because my third son was an Rh fac­
tor child, we were advised by our doctor 
not to have another. Ten years later, 
however, we decided to try again, as we 
wanted a girl.

A friend came to see me during this 

time. She had been going to the Baptist 
Friendship House in New Orleans, and 
had become a Christian. Now she urged 
me to go there. I went, but as in the 
past, it was out of curiosity.

I was almost into my sixth month of 
waiting, with the doctor still unable to 
find a heartbeat. He explained that 
the baby would almost certainly be 
stillborn.

While visiting Friendship House, I 
heard Miss Ada Young give a devo­
tional talk. It was that day that my baby 
moved for the first time. It was also that 
day at the age of 32. that I held a Bible 
for the first time, and heard it read.

Later, reading my Bible at home. I 
became a Christian, with missionaries 
from Friendship House making many 
visits to pray and counsel with me.

My child was born one and one-half 
months later—with no trace of the 
dreaded Rh factor effects the doctor 
expected.

You would think after the things God 
had done for me. that I would be con­
tent. but I still missed the daughter I 
had always prayed for. When our baby 
was 17 months old, however, the Lord 
sent a little three-month-old girl into our 
home for us to care for. The parents 
seemingly did not want her, and she soon 
won the hearts of our four boys.

When she was a year and a half, her 
mother consented to our adopting her. 
We went ahead with adoption proce­
dures, but at the last moment, the 
mother announced that she would con­
test the adoption in court. I had prayed 
and God had given me his clear answer, 
so I believed with my whole heart that it 
was his will for me to keep the child.

Everyone tried to make me see the 
other side, though I tried to explain in 
my own clumsy way how the Lord was 
leading me. My mother, brother, and 
friends especially did not understand my 
viewpoint.

Three days before the court session, 
the mother reaffirmed that she would 
contest the adoption. Many Christian 
friends came to talk and pray with me 
during these days.

In court I felt very close to God. and 
knew he had led me in this experience. 
That precious daughter was awarded 
to us.

This story belongs to al! home mis­
sion workers. Their jobs arc long, the pay 
is small, but only God will ever know 
the results of the work they have done.

Mrs. Rosemary Hamilton Krol 
New Orleans, Louisiana

A happy childhood became a source of inspiration for later days of strug­
gle, such as being a prisoner of war in Russia, or jailed in Germany, or liv­
ing as a refugee during the end of World War II.

E. L. GOLONKA, FIELD WORKER OF THE LANGUAGE MISSIONS DEPARTMENT, HMB

My father came from a Russian Greek-Orthodox back­
ground of a railroad executive. When he reached a cer­
tain age, he was drafted or joined the Russian Army. 
Consequently, my father decided to make military life his 
career, serving the beloved Czar and the country. World 
War I and the Russian revolution ended his military 
career, and he decided to rear his family in a quiet atmos­
phere of a beautiful farm. I remember my father as a 
man of vigorous physical strength, very ambitious, and 
very optimistic.

I was born on September 2, 1915, somewhere on a 
road during World War I. When the Russian revolution 
broke out, it was not safe for our family to remain in 
Russia and my mother decided to return to her native 
Poland. We settled on my mother's land estate at Wierz- 
chowskie where she was born and reared until marriage. 
Soon after that, my father returned from the battlefield, 
and we settled permanently on that large farm.

My mother was born into a pious Roman Catholic 
family. She was chosen by my father, as he told us with 
a big smile on his strong face, because she was a little, 
happy, and attractive girl. My father’s philosophy was 
that such tiny women are very good-hearted, faithful, in 
fact ideal wives and mothers. And she did not betray his 
expectations. There were eight children in our family to 
whom she was completely devoted and for whom she has 
provided a most happy, joyful and ideal country home 
with a culture which emphasizes strong character, work, 
and a deep sense of responsibility toward God, neigh­
bors, and the country.

Though my parents were married in a Greek-Orthodox 
church, father permitted our mother to rear the children 
in the Roman Catholic faith. Actually, we went to both 
churches from time to time. But mother wanted us to be / 
loyal to the Roman Catholic faith. Though my parents 
came from different backgrounds, both religiously and 
culturally, our home was not divided. In fact, it was 
enriched by this factor. As a family we grew up in a 
synthesis of cultures and religions, languages and ideals, 
with a cosmopolitan outlook. This factor became a bless­
ing in my later years, especially when I began my mis­
sionary work. It has definitely helped me to understand 
different kinds of people, and by God's wonderful grace 
I was able to serve Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Bohe­
mians, Germans, and Americans.

Our family settled on our land in Poland. We had a 
spacious house surrounded by the largest and most beau­
tiful woods in Europe, called “The Forests of Bialo­
wieza.” Under the Russian occupation it was a private 
property of the Czar’s family. As such it served as a 
vacation and hunting place for the royal family as well as 
Russian dignitaries. About six miles from our home, there 
was the Czar’s palace, which is still in existence and serves 
as a meeting place for the heads of Polish and Soviet 
governments. Soon after World War I, when Polan^ had 
become an independent nation, the Forests of Bialowieza 
became a place of attraction for the European tourists, 
and again a place of hunting for Polish and European 
officials. Each winter we had a wonderful hunting season. 
These woods provided all sorts of construction materials
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I learned languages under the physical power of “applied psychology” in 
the shape of an oak stick.

for domestic and/foreign firms.
In spite of the fact that my father was busy with farm­

ing and my oldest brother with his responsibilities, we 
always had time for Wishing and hunting. Our home pro­
vided an ideal environment to rear a large family. It was 
always a busy place filled with people, joy, love, and 
friends from across the country. Unfortunately my par­
ents had to leave this home in later years due to unfore­
seen events. We moved to a nearby village and settled 
there. Life became more difficult there but my father 
continued to work hard to provide for his children what 
he considered necessary. Eventually sadness and sorrow 
came to our family when two of our sisters died due to 
different causes.

Our parents provided our home with good books in 
several languages. There was a special section for the 
children. Most of the books were in Russian and Polish, 
and some in German. It was a custom in those days to 
read books and to be able to discuss problems in differ­
ent subjects. It was a must for an educated person to 
know at least two or three languages and to know- the 
works of world literature. Long holidays and quiet fl-inter 
evenings, provided an invaluable opportunity for readings 
and discussions. My father shared with us his knowledge 
of Russian history and culture, especially he has shared 
with us his experience as a fighter during World War I.

Generally speaking, this was the setting in which I was 
bom and reared. At the age of 11 I had to leave our 
home for my education in the city. The experience of a 
happy childhood became a source of inspiration for my 
later days, especially for the days of struggles, such as 
being a prisoner of war in Russia, or being jailed in Ger­
many, or living as a refugee at the end of World War II. 
My thoughts still go back to those wonderful places and 
days of happy childhood in the most ideal, natural, and 
cultural setting, under the wings of a gracious mother, 
and under the care of a loving and brave father, who 
always tried to impress upon our minds his three basic 
concepts: God, honesty, and work.

My education began very early because our parents 
were anxious to provide an opportunity for early training 
of our minds. I was five years old when a private tutor 
was brought into our home to teach me and my sister. 
Our tutor was a professional teacher of Polish noble 
background. Her responsibility consisted of training us in 
the elementary subjects of a formal education, etiquette, 
and social graces. Meanwhile our father made plans with 
the county authorities to establish a primary school in 
the nearby village. When the school was completed in 
about two years, this lady became the principal and 
teacher. My sister and 1 attended the school, but my 
father brought another teacher into our home to train me 
in languages. This man was German, he lived in our 
home, taught at the newly established school, and trained 
me in German language. Father gave him authority to 
discipline me according to my tutor’s judgment. Conse­
quently I learned the languages under the physical power 
of “applied psychology” in the shape of an oak stick. Any 

time I failed to memorize a German poem or a grammar 
principle, 1 received no more and no less than five strikes. 
For minor offenses or results of laziness a ruler was ap­
plied on my hands.

Admittedly I disliked at times such firm training but in 
later years I learned to appreciate its results. And I must 
say that our teachers knew how to discipline us and how 
to have fun with us. We lived with them, traveled to­
gether, and had a loving respect for them.

After this wonderful life on the farm and after several 
years of such training in the elementary school, 1 was 
considered ready for advanced studies in the city to com­
plete my formal training.

As I continued my education, my interest centered first 
on natural sciences and mathematics. My father was 
working hard on his farm and dreaming of sending me to 
a school of technology, but I was attracted by teaching.

Being away from parental supervision, I was more or 
less on my own. Here my independent thinking began to 
develop very rapidly. I studied a variety of subjects as­
signed and not assigned. Learning was not difficult, ap­
parently que to the rigid training I had received before. 
But I could not develop any interest in music. I liked 
good music as such, but 1 just could not force myself to 
become interested in the reading of notes, etc. 1 barely 
made a passing grade in this subject.

During these years I had become interested in social 
theories, particularly in Karl Marx and his writings. In 
fact, most of us young people became enthusiastic about 
socialism and political reforms as well as social changes 
in the structure of our society. As we watched the life in 
our country with its class consciousness and a state reli­
gion, we knew the problems, evils, and social injustices 
of the Polish class-conscious society. We realized the 
needs of, the poor farmers.- We realized the problems of 
the working class and wanted to do something about it 
at the time when the young generation would take over 
the leadership of the nation. Consequently I began to 
think about politics and it was my ambition to do some 
good in this respect. But 1 was still too far from the 
realization of my dreams and ideals. And God had some­
thing else for me in his providence.

When I shared my enthusiasm about socialism and 
politics with my father, he devoted much time to en­
lighten me about revolutionary movements and politics 
as such. Especially he convinced me that the way of 
revolution—as it happened in the history of Russia— 
brings too much suffering and unnecessary bloodshed. 
Much more good can be achieved, he insisted, by way 
of political evolution, specifically by means of a real 
democracy. This ideal democracy he found in the Ameri-< 
can society, to be exact, in the American Constitution. 
But the American Constitution was unknown to the 
European students, because it h^d not been taught in 
Russian or in Polish schools.

As a result of these discussions my enthusiasm for 
politics and socialism cooled off. I began to think about 
leaving Poland for America. In fact it was a dream of 

many a Polish yb.uth to immigrate. Somehow we were 
much attracted by the United States. To live in America 
had become a dream of my youthful days but 1 did not 
know how to realize it.

In the meantime something very important happened 
in my life. And that was my encounter with Christ as my 
personal Saviour. It took place in 1931 and it definitely 
changed the course of my life. In due time by God's 
providence I realized my dream to come to America.

In the midst of my inner struggles in the process of my 
development and apparently under the influence of edu­
cation in sciences, my religious life was definitely weak­
ened if not destroyed. I lost interest in religion. My 
Roman Catholic priest had his troubles with me, and I 
had mine with him, because in the Polish schools religion 
was a very important subject at that time. I just could not 
force myself to go to confessions and to church on Sun­
days, and my mark in religion was just a passing grade. 
Due to the fact that somehow I identified God with the 
Catholic religion, I discarded both God and religion. The 
church services reminded me of a poor theatre, and the 
drama of the mass was meaningless to me. I did not dis­
card Christianity as such. Its ideal I identified with 
humanism. But I became indifferent to church with its cult.

My experience of conversion took place in such a state 
of mind when I visited with my brother who lived in a 
town near our home. The Polish Baptist Mission had 
been established there by a small group of people under 
the leadership of a converted Russian army officer, who 
had just graduated from the Polish Baptist Seminary in 
Lodz. The presence of this mission became a disturbing 
factor in the town. Strange rumors were spread around 
about these Baptists, termed heretics. The priests de­
nounced them from the pulpits, fanatics made plans to 
drive the mission out of town, but the people visited the 
mission out of curiosity. One Sunday night my brother, 
his wife, and I decided to go to the mission just to see 
what really was going on at that strange place. We sat 
through the service, so strange to me that I considered it 
a laughing matter. After the service the pastor talked with 
us and gave me a New Testament. He encouraged me to 
read it daily, beginning with the Gospel of Luke or John. 
As the pastor was speaking about salvation to all of us, 
especially when I expressed my doubts about religious con­
victions, an old believer approached us and, putting his 
hands upon the pastor's and my shoulders, said: "Pastor, 
don’t worry about this young boy. Several of us are going 
to pray for him. We are going to pray him out of Satan’s 
power. Let’s trust the Lord and he will save him and 
make him a missionary.” We left the mission, but the 
words of the old saint rang in my soul and deeply dis­
turbed my peace.

As I read the New Testament for several months, a 
deep sense of Christ’s presence and a tremendous realiza­
tion of my sinfulness overwhelmed my heart. Deeply dis­
turbed, I went back to the mission and attended several 
services. On December 31, 1931, we had a special service 

/ became interested in Karl Marx. Most of us became enthusiatsic about 
socialism and political reform . . . ivr knew the problems, evils, and social 
injustices of the Polish class society.

at the mission. As the clocks stroked the hour of mid­
night and as the bells began to ring over our town 
announcing the end of the old and the beginning of the 
New Year, we knelt down for prayer. There I cried to the 
Lord as a lost sinner and asked him to come into my 
heart. When we closed our prayers and rose to our feet 
for singing, I knew that I was born again. This was the 
end of my old life and the beginning of my spiritual life 
in Christ.

Having been born again by God's grace, I wanted to 
share my blessed experience with others. I began to dis­
tribute tracts and New Testaments among my friends in 
school and otherwise. Again I ran into trouble with the 
priest and the school authorities. This conflict reached the 
point of my dismissal from school for distributing Baptist 
literature on the premises of the school. Defending my 
rights, I presented my case to the County Board of Edu­
cation and was recalled to school under the condition that 
I would not distribute literature within the boundaries of 
the school. This incident was just the beginning of my 
struggles. The next critical moment came when 1 began 
to witness to my parents and told them about my decision 
to be baptized and to join the Baptist church. My dear 
parents did not know the gospel and strongly objected to 
the point of threatening to disown me, etc. After many 
critical days in prayer and meditation, God gave me 
enough strength to follow Christ in baptism. In June of 
1932 I was baptized in a Polish river and dedicated my 
life to Christ.

Realizing the spiritual darkness of our people and 
encouraged by my pastor as well as his wife, 1 decided 
to go into missionary work. Soon I was recommended to 
a missionary board which appointed me to be a colpor­
teur. It was my desire to place Bibles and New Testa­
ments in the homes and hands of our people. I went 
from house to house witnessing about Christ and holding 
missionary meetings. In addition, I was asked by our pas­
tor to help in the Sunday school and young people’s 
work. As 1 lived in the pastor's home, he began to train 
me for the work and helped me to attend Bible study 
courses held in different places in Poland. I definitely felt 
the Lord wanted me to go into full-time Christian work. 
Consequently I gave up all my plans for a secular career 
and asked the Lord to make me a servant of the gospel 
of Christ.

Just as I decided to enter the ministry, 1 was informed 
by our missionary board that due to the lack of finances 
they were discontinuing financial support to eight mis­
sionary workers including my name. They suggested we 
find secular employment and continue in the Lord's work. 
Before 1 actually asked the Lord to provide me a job, 
he had done so through a Baptist businessman who 
owned a textile factory in Zelow near Lodz. At the be­
ginning I was trained for the work and assumed the posi­
tion of an assistant manager. As 1 worked in Zelow, I 
joined the local German-Bohemian Baptist Church and 
helped the pastor in his ministry.
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/ had discarded religion, but I decided to go to the Baptist mission just 
to see what was going on at that strange place. The service was so strange 
I considered it a laughing matter.

I thoroughly (enjoyed my secular job including com­
fortable living in the beautiful villa owned by Brother 
Slama. But my heart was longing for full-time Christian 
work. And the Ldrd-answered my prayers. It was at the 
close of 1936 that I was informed by the executive board 
of the Slavic Baptist Association in Poland that 1 had 
been recommended by the Eastern Association to be 
licensed as a preacher and had been appointed to serve 
the First Baptist Church in Lida. I thanked Brother 
Slama for the wonderful work he provided me in his 
factory and left Zelow with my employer’s blessing. In 
fact, he promised to support me financially as long as the 
Lord would permit him to be able to do so. The work in 
Lida was bilingual—Polish and Russian, because the 
population was of mixed national backgrounds. The Lord 
blessed our missionary activities, but the growth of the 
church aroused Catholic opposition. The opposition was 
so strong they finally succeeded in arresting me and 
putting me before the court, accusing me of anti-govern­
ment propaganda, etc. Though none of the lawyers would 
defend my case, the Lord stood on my side, aly,1 the 
Catholic juxjge pronounced a verdict of not guilty.

My vPbrk in Lida ended with my being drafted into 
the Polish armed forces in 1938. I was called into the 
Military School Regiment in Brzesc n/B. for a year 
of training. Just as we were ready to be discharged, Hitler 
created quite a crisis in Europe in 1939. Our entire unit 
was moved west to the German border. On September 1 
1939, we were in the midst of a tremendous military 
struggle for the survival of our brave nation. On the 
seventh day of war I was commanded to the east where 
we had to build up our defense line against a Soviet Rus- 
s*an attack. Gur intelligence had definite information that 
the Soviets were about to attack us from the east under 
a pretense of protecting the Whiteruthenian and the 
Ukrainian population of Eastern Poland from falling into 
the hands of the Germans. The Soviets marched into 
Poland the night of September 17, 1939. After two days 
of fighting the Soviet army, we decided to cross the 
Rumanian border and from there to relocate our forces 
to France to fight the Germans in the west. On the way 
to Rumania our unit was surrounded by the enemy, and 
I became a prisoner of the Soviets.

As we were plagued in the camp by starvation and 
constant investigations as to our rank and military duties 
with the Polish armed forces, I found strength in the 
Bible and prayer. There was another Baptist in our 
?n>nnX- WC began tO witness in this camP of about 
10,000 prisoners. Slowly my hope for ever getting out of 
the camp diminished, but God was at work and he put 
my faith to shame. By the end of 1939 I was released. 
Thanking the Lord for freedom, 1 left the camp, went to 
Brzesc, and got in touch with my fiancee and we were 
married in the Baptist church.

After we got married, we decided to live in the western 
part of Poland. When we crossed the demarcation line, 
the Germans arrested us. The investigation lasted about

12 hours, and we were permitted to go to Warsaw. From 
there we went to Litzmannstadt to report at the head­
quarters of the Baptist Union of Eastern Germany. The 
Board of the Union suggested that 1 should apply to the 
seminary for admission. In a short time I was admitted 
to the Baptist Theological Seminary in Hamburg, Ger­
many. My admission took place by way of exception, be­
cause the seminary had a rule not to admit any married 
students. As I entered the school and passed several 
examinations including one in the German language, I 
thanked God for my father who many years ago brought 
that strict German teacher into our home.

Our work at school was not an easy proposition. There 
was a shortage of many things, plenty of work, and con­
stant air raids. The Allied bombers sent us through about 
150 bombings of the city. Our seminary was hit several 
times, and finally it was so damaged that the school had to 
be relocated. 1 graduated in June before the relocation took 
place in August of 1943. In addition to all the hardships, 
I was arrested by the Gestapo in 1941 for alleged spying 
for the Allied Nations. After a month I was released and 
put under a so-called house-arrest, which meant I was 
not permitted to leave the city of Hamburg and was 
obliged to report to the Gestapo twice a week. When I 
graduated^ the Gestapo did not know what to do with 
me, so they expelled me from the city. 1 returned to 
Litzmannstadt where my wife was living during my 
school years. Here I was called to be an assistant to 
W. A. Gutsche, pastor of the First German Baptist Church. 
At the same time I was appointed to serve as Brother 
Gutsche s secretary, aiding him in his duties as the presi­
dent of the German Baptist Association of Warthegau.

My ministry in Litzmannstadt continued until January 
17, 1945. On .that date our city was bombed and at­
tacked by the Soviets. A great exodus of people, includ­
ing members of our church, fled to the west. We decided 
to leave the city, and this decision began a new period in 
our lives—our refugee existence with constant moving to­
ward the west where we hoped to meet the Allied Forces.

In March of 1945 we arrived in Hamburg. My wife 
was physically exhausted, and we expected our first child. 
No home, no money, no clothes, and no place to go. 
This was the situation in which our George was bom. 
The only thing we could do was to open our hearts and 
cry to the Lord asking him to supply our needs for every 
minute of our existence.

Fortunately it was in a Baptist hospital that our 
George was born. Thus I was able to borrow a pillow in 
which I placed our baby and went north with the stream 
of refugees. When we arrived in Luebeck, we decided to 
join the Baptist church in its Sunday worship service. 
The people recognized me from my ministry as a stu­
dent and asked me to become their pastor, because their 
minister had been drafted into the army. Thanking the 
Lord, I accepted the call.

We served the church in Luebeck until 1946. In that 
year I was recommended to the military government of 

the Allied Nation? .in Germany for an appointment as 
displaced persons chaplain in the Western Zone of Ger­
many. This ministry gave me a great chance to preach 
the gospel in many camps and in several languages. At 
the same time we began to organize our Baptist work in 
the displaced persons camps, and I was elected secretary 
of the Slavic Baptist Union in Germany.

In my ministry to displaced persons, I worked with 
British and American chaplains as well as with our Bap­
tist World Alliance leaders, both from the American and 
Southern Baptist Conventions. As the refugees and dis­
placed persons were resettled into Canada and the United 
States of America, my American friends began to urge 
me to go with our Baptist people to the United States. 
In spite of the fact that I hesitated, my American friends 
found an English-speaking Baptist church in Minneota, 
Minn., which was interested in having a pastor from 
Europe. We arrived in the United States February 2, 
1950, exactly on the first birthday of our daughter Vera. 
I accepted the call to the First Baptist Church in Min­
neota, Minn., on February 5, 1950.

As I served the church, I realized the needs for addi­
tional theological training. Consequently I applied for 
admission to Bethel College and Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minn. Having been accepted, I studied at Bethel.

Later I was called to Chicago to become a missionary 
pastor of the First Polish Baptist Church to work among 
Roman Catholic Polish immigrants in cooperation with 
the Chicago Baptist Association and the Home Mission 
Board of the American Baptist Convention. We began 
our missionary work with 16 members, facing many 
problems and hardships. By God’s grace 79 new mem­
bers were added to our little church—30 by conversion 
from Catholicism and the rest via resettlement from 
Europe. Some of these people from Europe 'were mem­
bers of my church in Germany where I had the joy of 
leading them to Christ. As our congregation grew stronger, 
we bought a very nice church in 1954 and paid it up by 
the end of 1961—a total amount of $48,000. To evan­
gelize Poles of Chicago, which is the largest Polish center 
in the world outside of Poland, we began open air meet­
ings in Humboldt Park and a weekly Polish radio broad­
cast. Our church became self-supporting in 1957.

Realizing the importance of advanced training for a 
fruitful ministry and knowing the shortcomings of the 
European theological education, I decided to continue my 
theological education in Chicago while serving the Polish 
church as its shepherd. I was placed in a Ph.D. program 
at the prominent divinity school I attended. Gratefully 
I accepted the opportunity and studied there for two 
years. My wife worked in a factory to help me finance 
the education. Having studied for two years under the 
pressure of my responsibilities and lack of finances, and 
having discovered that my evangelical theology was in 
disagreement with the liberal or naturalistic theology of 
the school I was attending, I left the institution aqd regis­
tered at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary. I do not 

As we were plagued in the prison camp by starvation and constant inves­
tigations as to our rank and military duties with the Polish armed forces, I 
found strength in the Bible and prayer.

consider the two years at the divinity school as lost. I 
gained as I studied subjects such as counseling, philoso­
phy, some New Testament subjects, and church history. 
But I could not accept systematic theology, which they 
called constructive. Some of it was very liberal, and 
mostly philosophy of religion or just humanism without 
Christ as the unique and personal Saviour of sinners.

Northern Baptist Theological Seminary offered not 
only conservative theology but also a spiritual atmos­
phere for which 1 was hungry, and which was completely 
left out within the framework of the divinity school. 
At Northern I completed my work for the B.D. degree 
(1958), and began working for the Th.D. As this pro­
gram was discontinued later, 1 used the collected material 
and wrote a thesis for the Th.M. in 1962. I had a deep 
desire to complete my work for the doctor’s degree at 
another school but was unable due to the lack of finances.

While I served the Polish Baptist Church in Chicago, 
I was always active in the framework of the Polish Bap­
tist Association. For the last three years I have been 
elected its president with the function of an executive 
secretary. This has led me to participation in the Baptist 
World Alliance Executive Committee meetings where I 
became acquainted with several leaders of the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Through Clifton J. Allen 1.became acquainted with Loyd 
Corder of the Home Mission Board. He invited me to 
Ridgecrest in 1962. The longer 1 fellowshipped with the 
leaders of the SBC and the closer I studied spiritual em­
phases of the Home Mission Board, the deeper I was 
convinced of the spiritual ties which bind us together. 
At the occasion of our.annual convention in 1962 in 
Buffalo I reported to our people about my experiences 
with our Southern brethren and I explained the evange­
listic outreach of the SBC as I have learned ity As a re­
sult, our convention passed a unanimous resolution to 
cooperate fully with the SBC in bringing the gospel to 
the Polish Roman Catholics. In consequence, my per­
sonal relation to the Language Missions Department of 
the Home Mission Board took a more definite shape. On 
August 15, 1963, I began working for the Home Mission 
Board in an official capacity, as a field worker of the 
Language Missions Department.

My fine family consists of my wife, a son who is 19, 
and a daughter, 15. My helpmate fully shares my con­
cern for the cause of Christ and always has been active 
in the Lord’s work. She accepted Christ at the age of 17 
in Poland at the Church of Christ. After we were mar­
ried in 1940 she joined a Baptist church and has stood 
beside me in Christian work all the time. Together we 
went through many testings of faith and sufferings dur­
ing World War II. Our Father in heaven led us through 
many dangerous situations and our faith grew and ma­
tured in those difficult days. We have learned to depend 
upon the Lord and his grace, to believe in prayer, and to 
realize that we are imperfect instruments of God’s saving 
grace.
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THIE BRITTAIN FAMILY gather, around the globe to locate the native land of each member. They are 
from left to right, N. H. Brittain, Cyndy, Kenneth, George, and Mrs. Brittain.

on this and surrounding islands of the 
Ryukus. By coincidence we were the 
only Caucasian Baptists present at the 
organizational meeting of the Okinawa 
Baptist Association in 1955. It was our 
joy to participate in the welcoming of 
the Ed. Bollingers (American Baptists) 
first appointed missionaries, who have 
done such a tremendous work there.

We were also privileged to be among 
those who welcomed the Masaji Shirabe 
family who were the first missionaries 
ever to be sent out by the Japan Baptist 
Convention, product of Southern Baptist 
mission work in that country. We visited 
missions and missionaries in Japan, 
Hong Kong, and Formosa and the 
Philippines. We could never forget this 
tour in the Far East.

After three years in the States as 
“home missionaries” we were sent by 
Uncle Sam on another “foreign mission” 
tour, this time a little closer to home, 
but still able to see Baptist missions 
pioneering in a land flush with golden 
opportunities for sowing and reaping the 
gospel seeds. This was the Canadian 
Province of Newfoundland. It was here 
that Cyndy, a little four-year-old, Chi­
nese-Scotch-Irish girl came to our at­
tention and was added, with God’s 
intervention, to our family. With all

IN THE CANADIAN PROVINCE of 
Newfoundland Cyndy, a little Chinese- 
Scotch-Irish girl, was found and added 
to the Brittain family. Cyndy brought 
that missing link to complete our family 
of two boys and now one girl.

AT TWO AND A HALF George was a 
charter customer of the Ridgecrest Chil­
dren's Building, N.C.

International Family Becomes
BY N. H. BRITTAIN, AIR FORCE CHAPLAIN, CANNON AIR FORCE BASE, NEW MEXICO

World Ambassadors for Christ

Being a Southern Baptist Ambassador 
for Christ in the Air Force chaplaincy 
has brought many interesting and grati­
fying experiences to my wife, Inez, and 
me. Among those ranking close to the 
top have been the acquiring of a family 
of three Eurasian children, and the op­
portunities to see and participate in 
Southern Baptist mission work abroad.

During an assignment to Okinawa 
1954-1956 the two boys were added to 
our happy though childless home. Ken­
neth came into our family at the age of 
six, on December 13, 1954, and 11 days 
later George, a Christmas Eve gift, 
brought all of his 13 months of chubby 
charm into our fast growing family cir­
cle. Parents who have had the privilege 
of rearing children whom they thought 
were the most wonderful, can know the 
joy these two boys added to the Brittain 

household. Now it had been transformed 
from a settled routine into a buzzing 
behive of activity on the eve of a visit 
from good St. Nick. The experience of 
that night is another whole chapter.

Many Southern Baptist friends have 
shared in watching the development of 
these boys as they have seen them, and 
some have taught them at our South­
wide assemblies from summer to sum­
mer. George at two and a half was a 
charter customer of the Ridgecrest Chil­
dren’s Building, and went right through 
the grades until he outgrew it.

While in Okinawa we were privileged 
to see and participate in Baptist grass 
root missions. We were charter mem- 
b^Fs of the Baptist Missions Fellowship 
of Okinawa, an organization which had 
a significant part in launching the Bap­
tist mission work that is so abounding 

the characteristics of feminine charm, 
Cyndy revolutionized our home and 
brought that missing link to complete 
the chain of happiness that we had not 
even realized was missing.

In Newfoundland, that vast expanse 
of natural beauty and wild paradise for 
the field and stream sportsman, we wit­
nessed the handiwork of God in pioneer 
missions. Prior to 1955 the Baptist voice 
was unheard on that huge island. Though 
Canadian Baptists sponsored the work, 
Southern Baptists, through their chap­
lain and military personnel and families 
and their willingness to work and give, 
have had a significant part in its estab­
lishment and maintenance. Since the air 
base at St. John's dissolved completely 
before we left, we were able to associate 
with Freeman Fenerty from Nova Sco­
tia, the Canadian missionary and pastor, 

and feel the pulse and thrill of his First 
Baptist Church. So outstanding has been 
this advance in Newfoundland that the 
Home Mission Board sponsored Fenerty 
to speak of it at Ridgecrest in the sum­
mer of 1960.

Due to the large number of military 
personnel and their families stationed at 
Harmon Air Force Base, Newfound­
land, the Home Mission Board gave 
financial assistance to this church in the 
amount of $10,000.00.

This Eurasian, or international, fam­
ily of ours now abides in the Land of 
Enchantment, Cannon AFB, N. M. 
Ken, now 15, typical Christian teen­
ager, is wrapped up in sports of all kinds 
in which he has received school letters 
for the past two years. He is a star Scout 
and active in the Youth Fellowship of 
the chapel. George, age 10, has an 

abounding interest in sports, professional 
or participating, which is matched by his 
abounding energy. Ask George the 
names of players on the major league 
teams and he quickly tells you all you 
want to know about the outstanding 
players. He has just been elected presi­
dent of his fifth grade class and is frus­
trated when he makes less than an A. 
Cyndy, now seven, is busy being just 
what she is, a little girl, all girl. Her 
greatest asset is her active imagination 
with which she invents so many of her 
adventures of the day. When dishes be­
come animals or babies, the washing of 
them proves much more interesting.

Certainly the fathef and mother of 
these children feel that they have been 
blessed to have the privilege of guiding 
them toward intellectual, physical, and 
spiritual maturity.

12
Home Missions June, 1964 13



DIRECTOR of the center, Boyd Horton, left, explains enrollment procedures to parents. 

* t

IS IT BAD, DOCTOR? Free 
time allows for develop­
ment of ‘individual inter­
ests. Brad Parker, Sherry 
Price and Judie Young 
definitely are interested.

Cherokee Child Care Center Opens for Indians ,,OM BICOBD[)

REST from all adventure and play is a regular part of the 
program. Even the sturdiest legs grow weary after a time. 
Each child has an individual cot and covering for the nap.

A new dimension has been added to the ministry of Bap­
tists among the Cherokee Indians in North Carolina.

The opening of a child care center to meet the needs of 
working mothers on the reservation also marks a new depar­
ture in Indian missions among Southern Baptists. Initiated 
by the state division of missions and the Home Mission 
Board, the project is the first of its kind in the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, according to E. L. Spivey, division director.

Thirty children, ranging in age from 18 months to pre­
school six-year-olds, are now enrolled at the center, which 
opened December 1, 1963, on a limited basis. It is located 
in Cherokee Church, which sponsors the work. Boyd Horton, 
veteran missionary among the Cherokees, is director. Mrs. 
Horton is also on the staff. Prospects for expansion in the 
near future exceed facilities now available.

Factories Opening

The major factor that spurred the beginning of this minis­
try was the coming of two industries to Cherokee, offering 
employment opportunities for 300-400 women. This prom­
ises improved economic conditions for many Indian families 
but raises the problem of caring for pre-school agWhildren. 
A conservative estimate places the number of potential partici­
pants in the child care program at 400. The opening of these 
industries in May and thF coming of the tourist season was 
expected to bring more children than the center could handle. 
However, plans for expansion are already developing.

Cherokee Church has a completely new building in the

Home Missions
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this, other adventures await.



ARMED—Mrs. Bushyhead keeps an eye 
on Bobby and Gerena Parker at lunch, 
as Gerena gets set to dig in with both 
spoon and fork. The wholesome, bal­
anced lunch is central to the program.

planning stage, its 8,000 square feet of 
educational space designed to serve also 
as child care center and kindergarten. 
This will provide space for over 100 
children. Spivey reports that the division 
of missions has set aside $10,000 from 
its lot fund to help with construction. 
He also indicated that the Home Mis­
sion Board, which helps to support 
Cherokee mission work, had earmarked 
a $20-30,000 sum for the building.

The pressing need for a specialist to 
direct the center as the enrollment in­
creased has been filled by Miss Lucy 
McLaughlin, a recent appointee of the 
Home Mission Board. She is a native of 
New Mexico and a graduate of South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth.

Donations Helped
The project was changed from dream 

to reality by a $10,000 gift from an in­
terested donor who wishes to remain 
anonymous and by a $3,200 contribution 
by the North Carolina Woman's Mission­
ary Union from its Heck-Jones fund. 
Other donations made possible the pur­
chase of quality equipment.

The center’s operations will be geared 
to the working hours of the mothers on 
a year-round basis. Holidays and vaca­
tions will be the same as those observed 
by the factories. All facilities are fenced 
and have been inspected and approved 
by state and county health and sani­
tation departments.

Each-child is given a balanced noon 
meal and snacks in morning and after­
noon. All staff members are adults with 
emphasis upon training in child care. A 
modest fee covers all services. Weekly 
costs are $7.00 for one child from a 
family, $8.00 for two, $9.00 for three.

The stated aim is “to provide a bal­
anced program which will allow each 
child to grow physically, spiritually and 
mentally; to put such a program in 
reach of every family on the reservation; 
to provide food which will contribute to 
the physical well-being of the child; 
and to have well trained personnel to 
provide proper care and guidance.”

DAY IS DONE—John P. Arkansas, ad­
ministrative aswtant at the Indian Hos­
pital, picks up his children, Pete and 
Regina. The latter doesn't seem eager 
to leave Mrs. Bushyhead.
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Home Mission Board 
Sends Alaska $10,000

The Home Mission Board respond­
ed to the plea of Alaska Baptists for 
economic help with a $10,000.00 
appropriation.

The state's economy was virtually 
wrecked by the Easter earthquake this 
year, and state Baptist executive secre­
tary, W. H. Hansen, said the loss of 
jobs and income would be among 
the difficulties Baptists face.

No limitations on the use of the 
$10,000.00 was made by the mission 
agency in its gift to the Alaska Bap­
tist Convention. However, Courts 
Redford of Atlanta, executive secre­
tary of the Board, said most of it will 
probably go to supplement salaries of 
pastors and for minor repairs.

Redford said earlier action had not 
been taken in order for the Board to 
find out the extent of need in Alaska 
and the type of assistance needed.

The Home Mission Board annually 
budgets $90.000.00 for mission work 
in Alaska, as carried on by the state 
convention's 33 churches and 14 mis­
sions. There are 13 missionaries under 
joint appointment by the Alaska con­
vention and the Home Mission Board.

A. B. Cash of Atlanta, secretary of 
the Pioneer Missions Department of 
the Home Mission Board, said a re­
cent report from Hansen indicated the 
relief fund started by the state had 
reached only $1,000.00.

Kentucky Baptists recently sent 
$1,000.00 to assist Baptist churches 
in Alaska.
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<i«. ia«vini. piavci iu iviaiy anu iuiimsi.i 
of three parts, (1) the salutation of the 
angel; (2) the words of Elizabeth; and 
(3) a prayer added to these by “the 
authority of the church." It is as fol­
lows: "Hail, Mary, full of grace! The 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary. Mother

which luiinus iiicciiaiiicai luinis in me 
worship of God. Using beads destroys 
the true spirit of prayer; it is like the 
praying by rote of the Tibetans, using 
prayer wheels and hand rattles. Saying 
the Rosary exalts a human being more 
than God. Our Lord uttered a solemn 
warning against such methods when he 
spoke of “vain repetitions" and “much

Cash said he did not know how 
much additional aid would be needed, 
since there was no way of telling how 
much drop in financial support from 
members the churches would have.

Hansen had reported earlier that 
"most churches were operating on a 
marginal budget before the earth­
quake. Many still owe on their ex­
pensive winter fuel bills.”

Only one Baptist church was de­
stroyed—the church at Valdez. "There 
is some question as to where this 
church will be rebuilt." Cash said, 
"since the town may be relocated."

The Home Mission Board's Loan 
Divisiomholds a loan on the destroyed 
building, which had only recently been 
completed.

Student Mission Force
Increased to 700

A record 700 student summer mis­
sionaries will preach, hold Vacation 
Bible schools, work at the world's 
fair, take religious census, and do 
other mission tasks for 10 weeks this 
summer.

Included in the 700 are 50 minis­
terial students appointed to hold re­
vivals in churches which did not re­
port a baptism last year, and four 
students to staff the Baptist exhibit 
in the New York World's Fair.

Courts Redford of Atlanta, execu­
tive secretary of (he Home Mission
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ng" (Matthew 5: 5. 6, 7). Pray- 
Mary is forbidden in the Scrip- 

Christ himself says: "Thou shall 
ip the Lord thy God. and him 
halt thou serve" (Matthew 4:10).
John 14: 13. 14 we are told to 
•n Christ directly. "And whatso- 
e shall ask in my name, that will 
hat the Father may be glorified in 
in. If ye ask anything in my name, 
do it." The Bible teaches that true 
ers should avoid repetitions and 
ig by rote; they should pray hum- 
iverently with a thankful and be- 
? heart. They should think of what 
ire doing and not pray mechani- 
by vain repetitions. The Roman 

c atnolic Bible says; "I will pray with 
the spirit, but I will pray with the under­
standing also” (I Corinthians 14:15). 
“But in praying, do not multiply words, 
as the Gentiles do; for they think ^hat 
by saying a great deal, they will be 
heard. So do not be like them; for your 
Father knows what you need before you 
ask him" (Matthew 6:7, 8).
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Board which appoints the summer 
missionaries, had asked for 100 stu­
dent evangelists to serve among the 
nearly 6,000 churches which failed to 
report a baptism during the last year.

Though the students are appointed 
by the mission agency, they will serve 
under the direction of state mission 
forces.

Most of the students will be sup­
ported by the Home Mission Board, 
except 66 who are financed by fellow 
students through their Baptist Stu­
dent Unions.

Brumley Named Associate 
In Urban-Rural Missions

The Home Mission Board named 
C. Wilson Brumley of Rockport, Tex., 
as associate secretary in the Depart­
ment of Urban-Rural Missions.

Also named by the Board under the 
Department of Urban-Rural Missions 
were Vernon Meeks of New Mexico 
and James A. Chambers of Alabama 
to serve as mountain missionaries in 
Arizona and California.

Brumley will’work with the de­
partment's In-service Training Minis­
try, Church Development Ministry, 
and with associations serving popula­
tion areas of 2,500 to 15,000.

Lewis W. Newman of Atlanta, sec­
retary of the department, said Brum­
ley will also lead in the development 
of a resort mission approach.

“Churches in these areas need some 
special tools with which to bring an 
effective spiritual ministry to a tran­
sient population,'' Newman said.

Brumley has been - pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Rockport 
since 1957, and its location in a re­
sort area on the Gulf of Mexico near 
Corpus Christi will aid him in the 
development of a resort missions 
approach.

However, as associate secretary, 
Brumley will also share in other func­
tions of the department which serves
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provide proper care and guidance.

DAY IS DONE—John P. Arkansas, ad­
ministrate assistant at the Indian Hos­
pital, picks up his children, Pete and 
Regina. The latter doesn't seem eager 
to leave Mrs. Bushyhead.

lawnu. piayci iu iviaiy anu vuiisims 
of three parts. (I) the salutation of the 
angel; (2) the words of Elizabeth; and 
(3) a prayer added to these by “the 
authority of the church.” It is as fol­
lows: “Hail, Mary, full of grace! The 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother

The student missionaries will serve 
June 8 through August 14 in all 50 
states and in Panama, according to 
Beverly Hammack of Atlanta, secre­
tary of Special Missions Ministries 
for the mission agency.

The student group included another 
record—appointment of 16 married 
couples. Miss Hammack said requests 
by states for married couples were 
always high, since they usually can 
take rriore responsible positions such 
as starting missions or serving as 
leaders for small pastorless churches.

rural fringe areas of metropolitan/ 
cities, the small towns, and satellite 
cities.

Brumley, a graduate of the Uni­
versity of Corpus Christi and South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
"has served as a trustee of the Uni­
versity of Corpus Christi.

This year he was given the hon­
orary Doctor of Divinity degree from 
the school, the first ever given to one 
of its graduates.

A native of Louisiana, he has been 
an associational missionary, a pilot 
in the US Air Force, and active in 
denominational work.

The Brumleys have three children: 
two sons, 18 and 16. and a daugh­
ter, five.

Meeks, a native of Albuquerque, 
N.M., was appointed as a mountain 
missionary to Kingman, Ariz. He has 
served as pastor in Kingman since 
1960. He attended Eastern New Mex­
ico University, Portales, N.M.

Chambers, to serve as a mountain 
missionary in Van Nuys, Calif., is a 
native of Howard College, Birming­
ham, Ala., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
Prior to this appointment, he was pas­
tor of Sherman Way Baptist Church, 
Van Nuys.

Polish Baptist Church
Admitted to Association

At the last executive board meet­
ing a delegation from the Polish Bap­
tist Church of Our Saviour in Cleve­
land, Ohio, sought and gained ad­
mittance to the Cuyahoga Baptist 
Association.

In a letter the pastor, N. N. Du- 
bovy, stated “We are a small mis­
sionary group of Polish Baptists 
organized as a Polish Baptist Church 
of Our Saviour in Cleveland for the 
purpose of growing spiritually and to 
bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
our people in this area.”

A membership list enclosed with 
the application contained 23 names. 
The church has its regular services 
in the Polish language and meets in 
the Hungarian Baptist Church on 
Fifty-seventh Street. Since most of 
the members of this church do not 
speak English well and the young 
people prefer English to Polish, they 
have asked one of the churches of the 
association to supply someone to teach 
a Sunday school class in English on 
Sunday afternoon.

The acceptance of this church could 
not be made final—that will be deter­
mined by vote of the group at the 
next annual meeting. Those represent­
ing this Polish group were received 
by the executive board as brothers in 
Christ and co-laborers.

Cleveland has the unique distinc­
tion of having 600,000 first and sec­
ond generation foreign born. This is 
the opening door of service into a 
foreign mission field God has brought 
to the shores of our country.

Reprinted from the Northeastern 
Ohioan

Cubans Resettled
By Southern Baptists

For the month of April, 1964, 
Robert Fricke of Miami, director of 
relief and resettlement for the Home

Mission Board, made the following 
report on the relocation of Cubans.

There were eight states receiving 
families with a total of 1,141 individ­
uals resettled under the Southern Bap­
tist resettlement program.

The following chart shows the 
families divided by states:

Family (No.) 
California
La Puente *Calejo (2)
La Puente "Calejo (I)
Inglewood Feria (3)
Georgia
Valdosta »Mir (1)
Indiana
Mooresville *Suros  (3)
Kansas
Kansas City * Rodriguez (I)
Kansas City *Madruga  (1)
New York
New York City **Cortes  (5)
North Carolina
Charlotte Trelles (4)
T ennessee
Jackson Gonzalez (4)
Texas
El Paso Gonzalez (3)
El Paso Azcano (1)
El Paso Gonzalez (1)
Crockett Rojas (2)
Fort Worth *Casas (2)
"Approved resettlements. *"  

"*Non-refugee  — Columbian pastor 
sponsored by Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, Vails Gate, N.Y.

Col. H. C. Pennington 
Receives Honor Award

Colonel Henry C. Pennington was 
presented the Freedom Foundation 
George Washington Honor Award 
April 15 in San Antonio, Tex.

Colonel Pennington, who is com­
mand chaplain for Headquarters 
United States Air Force Security 
Service,' received the award from San 
Antonio's area Freedom Foundation 
representative, Lt. General Meloy 
(Retired).

Chaplain' Pennington was named 
the winner in the public address cate­
gory for a speech, "Our Heritage of

(Continued on page 16-F)
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At Ridgecrest:
Kenneth Chafin

Preacher at Glorieta is: 
Ray E. Roberts

Home 
f

Mission Assembly Weeks
Glorieta:
July 30-August 5

Ridgecrest:
August 13-19

The assemblies are using for the 
first time a husband and wife team 
for the ministers of music. The dedi­
cated and combined talents of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth. Cochrane of the 
First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., will be heard at Ridgecrest. 
Al and Ivy Walsh, evangelistic sing­
ers from Atlanta, Ga., will lead the 
music at Glorieta.

Student summer missions is a defi­
nite part of the Home Mission pro­
gram. Saturday evening special at­
tention is given to the 20 years of 
student work. "Highway in the 
Desert," a dramatic presentation 
written by Mrs. Sarah Miller of 
Houston, Tex., challenges all young 
people to accept the call of God and 
to serve in the area he directs.
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provide proper care and guidance."

DAY IS DONE—John P. Arkansas, ad­
ministrative assistant at the Indian Hos­
pital, picks up his children, Pete and 
Regina. The latter doesn't seem eager 
to leave Mrs. Bushyhead.

Families are welcome! There are 
programs for all age groups. Younger 
children from the Primary age on 
down go to the Children's Building 
where seminary students, • chosen by 
the Sunday School Board, supervise 
the activities and direct the programs.

Intermediate and Junior age groups 
meet in their individual assemblies. 
The Adults and Young People come 
together for their general assembly. 
Then each goes to the mission study 
conference.

The theme for Home Mission Week 
is "To God Be The Glory."

Groups are welcome, too! A youth 
group washed cars to pay for their 
expense to an assembly last year. 
Another group painted houses, mowed 
lawns, ironed clothes, and washed 
cars, in order that they might come. 
The latter group, pictured below, 
came from the First Baptist Church. 
Burlington, Kan.

The guest language missionaries to 
Glorieta this year are from New 
Mexico. Colorado, and Kansas. 
Those guests of the Home Mission 
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«nv <a«umc fnayci io iviaiy auu consists 
of three parts, (I) the salutation of the 
angel; (2) the words of Elizabeth: and 
(3) a prayer added to these by "the 
authority of the church." It is as fol­
lows: "Hail, Mary, full of grace! The 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother

Board to Ridgecrest are from Louis­
iana. There will be several confer­
ences especially for the language mis­
sionaries during the conference 
periods.

The spiritual crisis in the inner 
city-downtown area mounts in in­
tensity from an increased urban, in­
dustrial, and secular society.

Churches facing this crisis, seek to 
respond with a dynamic, missionary 
witness to the apartment dweller, the 
transient, the alien, the rural new­
comer. or the needy.

Pastors and other church leaders 
serving in these metropolitan com­
plexes are invited to share in con­
ferences dealing in depth with prob­
lems to this area.

The rural church in the declining 
community must adjust for an effec-, 
live spiritual ministry, as the youth 
move to the cities following the op­
portunities for education and work.

Conferences dealing with problems 
in the declining community will be 
held for pastors and other church 
leaders concerned with this problem.
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Col. Pennington
(Continued from page 16-C) 

Freedom,” delivered before fellow 
alumni at the 1963 homecoming fes­
tivities of Wayland Baptist College, 
Plainview, Tex.

Colonel Pennington's speech, which 
was recently named the winner for 
its promotion of better understanding 
and greater appreciation of the 
American way of life, was submitted 
to the Freedom Foundation judges 
by Wayland's public relations depart­
ment.

Illinois Organizes
Spanish Baptist Church

The 120 Spanish Southern Baptists 
who gathered at Sterling, III., for the 
organization of the city’s First Span­
ish Baptist Church, knew it was a 
historic occasion for them.

Baptist Ministers
Attack Delinquency

Local ministtfrs of the Gulf Stream 
Baptist Association, Florida, are an­
swering the call of a national juve­
nile rehabilitation movement.

The movemeht, under the auspices 
of the Home Missions Board, has 
branched into a full-scale Broward 
County program called “A Pastor’s 
Day in Court.”

Masterminding the program is Wil­
liam O. Boheler, director of juvenile 
rehabilitation for the Gulf Stream As­
sociation. The program is making use 
of every minister who is a member 
of the group.

Boheler, av longtime champion of 
juvenile rehabilitation, has worked in 
Broward County courts giving aid to 
youths who desire counsel.

“Through his work in the courts 
the association was asked if it would 
be possible to supply a full-time chap­
lain for the Juvenile Court.

“Judge Joe McClung said if we 
could supply a full-time chaplain to

However, the event has significance 
beyond the city, for it was the first 
Spanish church organized by South­
ern Baptist in Illinois.

The Sterling church traces its 
beginning to a meeting on June 13, 
1953. The small group worked as an 
independent mission among the 3,600 
Spanish-speaking people of the Ster­
ling area, most of whom had come 
north as migrant farm workers and 
had found permanent employment.

In 1959 the mission was sponsored 
by First Southern Baptist Church of 
Rock Falls, III. By this time, the 
mission had a building. In 1959 the 
Home Mission Board placed a mis­
sionary with the congregation, Ro­
berto Rocha. He served until 1962.

Alfredo M. Lugo became pastor in 
July, 1963, and the church was con­
stituted in December. The church h$s 
a mission in Silvis, the Quad Cities 
Baptist Mission.

the Juvenile Court that this would be 
more effective than any other type of 
program that could be set up,” the 
minister said.

Working in cooperation with A. D. 
Dawson, field secretary for the Flor­
ida Baptist Convention, the partici­
pating ministers will keep in constant 
contact with the court’s counselors.

At present ministers are rotating 
duty days at the court. Each day one 
of the clergymen spends the entire 
day at court to be available for 
counsel at the request of the youth 
or parent.

Dawson said the crisis that comes 
into a child's life when he is in­
volved with the courts is a good con­
tact point for the minister to see the 
advantages of the church's ministry 
for growing boys and girls.

“According to the judge’s discre­
tion, counsel is sought from the min­
ister in attendance regarding the case 
before him," Dawson added.
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4 provide proper care and guidance.” 
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DAY IS DONE—John P. Arkansas, ad­
ministratis assistant at the Indian Hos­
pital, picks up his children, Pete and 
Regina. The latter doesn't seem eager 
to leave Mrs. Bushyhead.

He pointed out that, “This also is 
advantageous for the minister, for 
he is receiving a vivid insight into the 
lives and acts of our youth.’’

In this capacity the ministers' will 
act as “honorary chaplains” to the 
court.

The program, through the coopera­
tion of Judges Dorr Davis and Joe 
McClung and Doyle McNeese, chief 
counselor for Juvenile Court, is prov­
ing to be successful in that many 
children and their parents are seeking 
spiritual guidance.

The minister’s contact with parents 
is putting him in communication with 
the family at a time when spiritual 
advice is most needed.

The local effort is not just some­
thing that was suddenly thought up. 
It is a result of years of research and 
study by dedicated men who are de­
termined to find a way to make full 
use of their positions to present a 
solution to the growing juvenile delin­
quency problem in this nation.

Nor is it the last step in the nation­
wide program.

The final step will be to encourage 
not only ministers in congregations 
throughout the nation but church 
members themselves to work through 
their Sunday school, Training Union, 
Woman's Missionary Union, Brother­
hood and all youth organizations of 
Baptist churches in extending a 
friendly hand to the youths who are 
in need of friends.

Through this means the desire to 
teach Christ to the entire family will 
become a reality.
By Joe Williams, staff writer for the 
Fort Lauderdale News, Fort Lauder­
dale, Fla.

Modes+q Survey Finds 
One Half Unchurched

A recent religious survey of Mo­
desto, Calif., shows that over one 
half of the people are unchurched.

Of the 50,868 individuals surveyed 
only 45.7 per cent of the residents 
are churched.

This survey directed by William A. 
Powell, survey specialist of the Home
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the favorite prayer to Mary and consists 
of three parts, (I) the salutation of the 
angel; (2) the words of Elizabeth;.and 
(3) a prayer added to these by “the 
authority of the church.” It is as fol­
lows: "Hail, Mary, full of grace! The 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother

Mission Board, reports that 17,086 of 
the residents above nine years of age 
are not members of any church.

A denominational division of the 
church membership shows Catholics 
with 26.2 per cent. Baptists with 16.1 
per cent, Methodists with 9.8 per 
cent, Presbyterians with 5.1 per cent, 
Lutherans with 4.5 per cent. Disciples’ 
with 4.5 per cent. Church of Christ 
with 4.1 per cent. Brethren with 3.3 
per cent, Latter Day Saints with 3.2 
per cent, and Episcopalians with 2 9 
per cent.

New Dining Hall Wing 
At Glorieta Completed

The dining hall at Glorieta (N.M.) 
Baptist Assembly is now able to ac­
commodate 2,500 guests since the 
completion of the west wing in Feb­
ruary. The center section was com­
pleted in 1956 and the east wing 
in 1951.

Besides the increased dining area, 
the kitchen was enlarged and storage 
rooms added. The entire dining area 
is now 180 feet wide by 160 feet 
deep. A portion of the dining area 
may be closed off to form a private 
dining room for 200 persons.

The architectural style of the en­
tire building is territorial colonial in 
keeping with the master design for 
all major buildings at the assembly. 
The new dining hall wing has con­
crete block walls and steel and glass 
windows. Covered porches continue 
around the building. The service 
entry has been improved by the addi­
tion of a large covered porch.

The inside decor includes an ac- 
coustical tile ceiling, with exposed 
beams of varnished laminated pine, 
painted block walls and vinyl floor 
covering.

Approkimate cost of the west wing 
is $140,000.00 and of the furnishings 
and additional kitchen equipment, 
$23,000.00. The construction of the 
west wing Is part of the over-all 
assembly program to provide com­
fortable living facilities for 2,500 
guests.

which forbids mechanical forms in the 
worship of God. Using beads destroys 
the true spirit of prayer; it is like the 
praying by rote of the Tibetans, using 
prayer wheels and hand rattles. Saying 
the Rosary exalts a human being more 
than God. Our Lord uttered a solemn 
warning against such methods when he 
spoke of “vain repetitions" and "much

prayest. thou shah not he as the 
:rites are: tor they love tj ;
ng in ire synagogues ar.u • < 
rs of the • tree’s. that the) r.> 
by men. Verily I say sou. 
hi.se their rew. rd.
it lit. .1. -.vh.a thoi: .'ay.'-’, enter 
he . •_ . d wi ,l,o : i.is: shut
v’ I. r.„y Io t|v I'.. l.« r a hich is 
..cl: and ths Fail.cr ■ meh seeth 
ret shall reward thee openly.
it when ye pray, use not vain repe- 
», as the heathen do: for they think 
hey shall be heard for their much 
ing" (Matthew 5: 5. 6, 7). Pmy- 
> Mary is forbidden in the Scrip- 
Christ himself says: "Thou shalt 

iip the Lord thy God. and him 
•halt thou serve" (Matthew 4:10).
John 14: 13, 14 we are told to 
>n Christ directly. "And whatso- 
ze shall ask in my name, that will 
that the Father may be glorified in 
>n. If ye ask anything in my name, 
do it." The Bible teaches that true 
ers should avoid repetitions and 
ig by rote; they should pray hum- 
everently with a thankful and be- 
g heart. They should think of what 
are doing and not pray mechani- 
by vain repetitions. The Roman 

Catholic Bible says; “I will pray with 
the spirit, but I will pray with the under­
standing also" (I Corinthians 14:15). 
“But in praying, do not multiply words, 
as the Gentiles do; for theyJhink that 
by saying a great deal, they will be 
heard. So do not he like them; for your 
Father knows what you need before you 
ask him" (Matthew 6:7, 8).
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When Ye Pray

Use Not Vain Repetitions”
BY WILLIAM E. BURKE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF CATHOLIC INFORMATION, HMB

CONVENTION LEADERS greet field worker, Charles H. 
Fitzgerald, newly-appointed. Loft to right are Charles L 
Dinkins, president of Owen College, S. A. Owen, convention 
president, Charles H. Fitzgerald, field worker, and E. W. 
Williamson, chairman of the committee on the field worker.

Fitzgerald Accepts Post As 
Convention Field Worker

» Charles H. Fitzgerald, pastor of the 
Roger Heights Baptist Church, Nash­
ville, Tenn., has accepted a post as 
the first full-time field worker for the 
Tennessee Baptist Missionary and 
Educational Convention.

Fitzgerald will also resign his posi­
tion as acting academic dean of the 
American Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. He will begin his duties full 
time as of June 1.

This new program is made possible 
as a result of a cooperative work with 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention and 
the Home Mission Board. This pro­
gram has been developing for two 
years, and was approved by the con­
vention in session in October, 1962. 
A committee chaired by- E. W. Wil­
liamson of Memphis, has been work­
ing out the details of the program.

Fitzgerald brings to the post a 
wealth of experience as a religious 
leader. In addition to his pastorate 
and seminary post, he has served as 
moderator of the Stones River Dis­

trict Association and director of the 
Administration Workshop of the Na­
tional Sunday School and B.T.U. Con­
gress. He has served as assistant dean 
of the Tennessee Baptist Leadership 
Education Congress and Youth En­
campment. He is now Congress Dean.

In his new post, Fitzgerald will 
promote the general work of the 
convention, serve associations and 
churches in useful and helpful ways, 
promote convention objectives; solicit 
support for the convention and par­
ticipation in its activities, especially 
its missionary and educational work; 

'assist in developing and promoting 
stewardship and evangelism; help 
associations and churches in Christian 
education and planning budgets; and 
cooperate with the elected officials of 
the convention and its departments.

Fitzgerald is a graduate of More­
house College and Hartford School 
of Religious Education. He is married 
and the father of two daughters. His 
headquarters will be in Nashville.
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provide proper care and guidance.”

DAY IS DONE—John P. Arkansas, ad­
ministrative (Wsistant at the Indian Hos­
pital, picks up his children, Pete and 
Regina. The latter doesn't seem eager 
to leave Mrs. Bushyhead.

The Rosary is an arithmetical guide 
to Roman Catholic devotion. It is a 
string of beads, larger and smaller, de­
signed to aid the worshiper in repeating 
a definite number of “Our Fathers" and 
"Hail Marys." There are as many as 20 
forms of Rosary devotions enumerated 
by standard authorities. The most ordi­
nary form has five decades (or groups 
of ten) of smaller beads, making 50 in 
all. Each decade is separated by a single 
larger bead, making five in all. The 
arrangement is that for every one of the 
50 smaller beads the Roman Catholic 
offers up a prayer to Mary (the Hail 
Mary), and for every one of the larger 
beads he offers up a prayer to God (the 
Lord’s Prayer). In other words, the 
Roman Catholic} is taught to pray ten 
times to Mary for every once he prays 
to God.

The Rosary is the most popular form 
of devotion among Roman Catholics. It 
has been repeatedly recommended by 
many popes; the great indulgences have 
been promised to those who practice it. 
Devout Roman Catholics go to church 
every day during October to say the 
Rosary, as this is the month consecrated 
to Mary, with special devotion to re­
citing the Rosary.

The “Ave Maria" or “Hail Mary" is 
the favorite prayer to Mary and consists 
of three parts, (I) the salutation of the 
angel; (2) the words of Elizabeth; and 
(3) a prayer added to these by “the 
authority of the church." It is as fol­
lows: “Hail, Mary, full of grace! The 
Lord is with thee, blessed art thou 
amongst women, and blessed is the fruit 
of tby womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother 

of God, pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death. Amen” (Balti­
more Catechism, p. 5).

The origin of "telling the. beads" or 
“saying the Rosary” is a practice bor­
rowed from Buddhism, and antedates 
Roman Catholicism many centuries. 
Mohammedans also used beads- in a 
similar manner. “It is of the greatest 
antiquity, and almost universally found 
among pagan nations. It is commonly 
employed among the Brahmins of Hin­
dustan; and in the Hindoo sacred books 
reference is made to it again and 
again ... In Tibet it has been used from 
time immemorial, and among all the 
millions in the East that adhere to the 
Buddhist faith . . . Now, whatever might 
be the pretence, in the first instance, for 
the introduction of such ’Rosaries’ or 
‘Remembrancers,’ the very idea of such 
a thing is thoroughly pagan. It supposes 
that a certain number of prayers must 
be regularly gone over; it overlooks the 
grand demand which God makes for the 
heart, and leads those who use them to 
believe that form and routine are every­
thing, and ‘that they must be heard for 
their much speaking’” (Hislop, The 
Two Baby Ions, pp. 187-188).

The saying of the Rosary not only has 
no sanction in the Scriptures, it is op­
posed to the whole spirit of the gospel 
which forbids mechanical forms in the 
worship of God. Using beads destroys 
the true spirit of prayer; it is like the 
praying by rote of the Tibetans, using 
prayer wheels and hand rattles. Saying 
the Rosary exalts a human being more 
than God. Our Lord uttered a solemn 
warning against such methods when he 
spoke of "vain repetitions" and “much 

speaking" like the heathen. "And when 
thou prayest, thou shall not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love ij pray 
standing in the synagogues anu ... r.re 
corners of the streets, that they be 
seen by men. Verily I say u.;:c you. 
They have their reward.

"But tlu-j. whtn thou prayest. enter 
into the cicset. and whenkhou hast shut 
thy doer, r.ray to thv l/a.hcr which is 
in secret: and thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward thee openly.

“But when ye pray, use not vain repe­
titions, as the heathen do: for they think 
that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking” (Matthew 5: 5, 6, 7). Pray-/ 
ing to Mary is forbidden in the Scrip­
tures. Christ himself says: “Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10).

In John 14: 13, 14 we are told to 
petition Christ directly. "And whatso­
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
I do. that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. If ye ask anything in my name, 
I will do it." The Bible teaches that’true 
believers should avoid repetitions and 
praying by rote; they should pray hum­
bly. reverently with a thankful and be­
lieving heart. They should think of what 
they are doing and not pray mechani­
cally by vain repetitions. The Roman 
Catholic Bible says; “I will pray with 
the spirit, but I will pray with the under­
standing also” (1 Corinthians 14:15). 
“But in praying, do not multiply words, 
as the Gentiles do; for they thinjk that 
by saying a great deal, they will be 
heard. So do not be like them: for your 
Father knows what you need before you 
ask him" (Matthew 6:7, 8).
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THIS COMMUNITY SETTLEMENT HOUSE was the former THE LOCATION of the present Mount Zion Baptist Church 
Mount Zion Baptist Church. Now it is part of the United was originally the site of the First Mexican Baptist Church. 
Fund Agency. /

THE PRESENT First Mexican Baptist Church located in the 
building, which was originally the Travis Baptist Church.

EACH TIME the churches moved, they moved to larger and 
more adequate plants. Pictured above, is the new Travis 
Baptist Church.

CORPUS CHRISTI MEETS

The Challenge of Open Doors

The unique exchange of buildings and movement of congregations during recent years in 
Corpus Christi may have looked like a game of musical churches, but these Baptists have 
stepped through some open doors into more effective ministries.

BY HAYWARD SMITH, PASTOR OF CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX.

A city-wide survey of a very unusual type was conducted 
in Corpus Christi. It embraced a study of the religious, 
racial, economic, and social trends of our city. It was the 
first such survey in the state and has set the pattern for 
others conducted since then. The direct missions department 
of the Baptist General Convention of Texas assisted in the 
survey. This survey gave particular attention to the race 
movement and secured its information through a personal 
visit to the schools of the city, both public and private. Con­
ferences were held with various city leaders to discuss the 
future plans for the growth of the city. A study of the re­
sults of this survey pointed out the need to relocate certain 
Baptist churches and alerted other churches to use good 
judgment in their future plans of expansion.

In 1956 the mission survey committee of the association 
had purchased property in Schanen Estates, a new area of 

Corpus Christi. In 1958, when the results of the survey had 
become apparent, the Travis Baptist Church purchased this 
property for the relocation of their church.

The Mexican people were moving into the area of the 
Travis Baptist Church whose membership is predominately 
Anglo. The elementary school next door to the Travis Bap­
tist Church, which was previously about 10 per cent Mexi­
can children, had now approached 90 per cent Mexican 
children.

The movement of the Travis Baptist Church w^to set in 
motion the possibilities of two other churches making a 
move. These two other churches are the First Mexican Bap­
tist Church and the Mojmt Zion Baptist Church (Negro), 
both also members of the Corpus Christi Baptist Association.

The uniqueness of dealing with three different cultures in 
the relocation of the churches presented some unusual prob­

lems. The facts were evident, but each church had to fully 
understand all that was involved in such a move. W. H. 
Colson, association superintendent of missions, carefully 
counseled with the leaders of the churches for over two 
years. Each church had to see that this move would best 
serve the interest of the kingdom of God.

Each church had its own particular problems. The Mount 
Zion Baptist Church was facing an almost impossible situa­
tion due to the building of a crosstown expressway near their 
church. The Negro people had moved into the area of the 
First Mexican Baptist Church until there was more than 60 
per cent Negro people living there. This condition was ideal 
for the Mount Zion Baptist Church and their pastor, R. A. 
Hicks, led his people to understand the situation and respond 
to their move.

Much groundwork had been laid in the making of this 
historic move of three churches at one time. I. E. Gonzales, 
after having been pastor of First Mexican Baptist Church 
lor 20 years and now facing retirement, became convinced 
that his greyest single act of leadership would be to lead his 
church to move in order to reach the concentrated group of 
his people in the Travis Baptist Church area. The major 
portion of the negotiations was between June, 1962, and 
February 10, 1963.

Don V. Richey, who had come as pastor of the Travis 
Baptist Church in June, 1961, exemplified statesmanlike 
leadership in this move. Richey worked tirelessly in many 
conferences, along with Colson and the other pastors and 
laymen of the churches, to complete this historic move.

The proposition briefly then was that the Travis Baptist 
Church would build a $388,000 church plant at the Schanen 
Estates property and move there. The First Mexican Baptist 
Church was to move to the church plant that Travis had 
vacated and the Mount Zion Baptist Church was to move to 
the church plant vacated by First Mexican Baptist Church. 
Ml the churches moved into larger and more adequate 
olants. Mount Zion sold their church building worth $9,000 
o the United Fund for $4,500 and paid the First Mexican 
Baptist Church $40,000 for their building which was valued 
it $85,000. The First Mexican Baptist Church paid Travis 
Baptist Church $125,000 for their property which had been 
officially appraised at $388,000. This of course was a gift to

Latin American missions of $263,000. The property will 
easily care for more than 1,000 in Sunday school attendance, 
and includes two homes for church workers plus a Scout 
hut: These transactions clearly indicate the willingness of 
each church to contribute to the over-all cause of Christ 
in their city.

The total value of property involved amounted to more 
than $1,000,000, and $525,000 worth of additional financing 
was required. .

The evidence that all of this was in the will of God is seen 
from the record of progress in the one year since this move­
ment of churches was made. From the progress of the First 
Mexican Baptist Church, we believe that much groundwork 
has been laid for great advancement in preparation for the 
Latin American New Life Crusade this fall. They have in­
creased in Sunday school attendance from 500 to 800 and 
more, with an average attendance of 625. They have h/d 
over 1,000 in church attendance several times since moving. 
They have had to expand their Sunday school organization; 
their kindergarten has more than tripled; their offerings have 
more than doubled. They have had nearly 100 additions by 
baptism. Naturally the people are optimistic and plans are 
being made to increase space as soon as possible.

Travis Baptist Church has increased in Sunday school 
attendance by 125 each Sunday. They have had 234 addi­
tions to the church—62 by baptism. Their day school has 
tripled in enrollment; their offerings have increased by 
$20,000 per year.

Mount Zion Baptist Church has also had excellent growth 
since their move. They have had 89 additions—37 by bap­
tism; Sunday school attendance has doubled and offerings 
have nearly doubled.

The spirit of Corpus Christi Baptist Association is one of 
united effort to carry out the Great Commission through 
recognizing the dignity and value of the individual. We feel 
also the necessity of involving all people, regardless of back­
ground, language or culture, in the great common endeavor 
of serving our Lord in cooperative evangelism. Theyevidence 
of this is in the fact that we have as members of our asso­
ciation fellowship, two Latin American churches and ten 
Latin American missions, three Negro churches and 35 
Anglo churches.

18 Home Missions ?, 1964 19



/\ iiii ii n 
/// Sl/Ol I D (,()

Structural
Miracles 

in San Blas
BY CLYDE KEELER, MEDICAL GENETICIST, MILLEDGEVILLE STATE HOSPITAL, GEORGIA

Concrete was one of the first out­
standing signs of acculturation that I 
saw when I first visited the San Blas 
Islands in 1950 and there was very little 
of it. Most of the 53 inhabited islands 
had none. Of course, there had been 
steel knives^jcissors, harpoon points 
and shotguns long before that. Then 
came perfumed soap, cough syrup, razor 
blades. After that kerosene refrigera­
tors, phonographs. This year the rage is 
outboard motors and a flood of hun­
dreds of transistor radios from Japan. 
One sees American rouge and even fin­
gernail polish. However, concrete re­
mains the most evident criterion of 

MANY OF THE BUILDINGS on the San Blas Islands are being constructed of re­
inforced concrete, such as the Baptist Church of Tigre now ready for benches.

progress to the passerby and by its 
quantity we may measure the speed of 
change. Permanent buildings are arising 
on some islands to replace temporary 
cane-and-thatch structures that seldom 
outlast a decade. Cement walks and 
even cement wharves have appeared.

The Southern Baptist denomination is 
a heavy investor in this permanent con­
crete of San Blas. Wherever possible its 
glistening white Baptist churches, as 
well as the homes of its missionaries, 
consist of a reinforced framework and 
floor of concrete, the walls being filled 
in later with hand-fabricated cement 

blocks that are eventually finished over 
with stucco.

Last year on the islands of Tigre and 
Okop Sukun I photographed great 
stacks of cement blocks, patiently pro­
duced one by one by local men of the 
congregations. This year the stacks are 
gone and in their stead there stand two 
new Baptist churches. One is ready for 
benches; the other still has inside car­
pentry going on.

At Ailigandi another Baptist miracle 
in concrete is taking shape. This is the 
long-dreamed-of “Clinica Marvel," me­
morializing the many years of mission­
ary effort devoted by Marvel Iglesias to 
the cause of San Blas missions. Marvel, 
with her husband Alcibiades Iglesias, 
have been the main organizing force in 
the development of the string of com­
modious, white churches now gracing 
the palm-fringed island chain that skirts 
the San Blas Coast. The extensive hos­
pital skeleton of reinforced concrete is 
the most massive and imposing struc­
ture on the island of Ailigandi today. 
Its cost will be great, but it will serve 
all San Blas, and it is hoped to have a 
resident physician there—a dream of 
decades come true.

But miracles like these do not just 
happen. Much faith and prayer and ac­
tion are involved, and publicity and 
hundreds of friends who want to help 
answer those prayers. Then how did this 
miracle of faith and prayer and friends 
get started? For many years we have all 
talked and dreamed about this clinic, 
but for all the efforts of the Iglesias 
family and their friends they could not 
get the project “off the ground."

entina Miller, wife of 
Miller, pointed up the 
pital facilities in San

Missionary Peter 
necessity of Hos- 
Blas.

The first—and only— 
complete history of 
Baptists in America

Then one day Clementina, the devoted 
wife of Missionary Peter Miller and 
kindergarten teacher at Ailigandi, sud­
denly became deathly sick. Dr. Rowland 
Icke happened to be visiting on the 
island at the moment. He diagnosed 
acute appendicitis. Clementina should 
have surgery at once in a Panama hos­
pital, but there was no plane to take her 
there. Only an immediate operation 
could save her life.

Dr. Icke had never carried his oper­
ating instruments with him on his visits 
to San Blas before but—he does not 
know why—something told him to take 
them along this time. So Clementina 
was operated on on her kitchen table.

Planned and written with the help 
of a number of Baptist leaders, 
this long-awaited book presents 
the history, the basic beliefs, and 
the remarkable accomplishments 
of American Baptists—all in a 
single fascinating volume that 
every Baptist will treasure. $3.95

A WAY HOME
The Baptists Tell Their StoYy

Order from your 
Baptist Book Store

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc.

READ

Home missions

■vrv
You Can Speak 

FRENCH and/or SPANISH
Or Other Foreign Languages (also Latin) 

Quickly, Easily
if you have a 3K ips tape recorder. Mod­
ern, audio-lingual, armed-forces methods 
make it easy, fast, extremely effective. 
Send only $2.00 for sample 30 min. trial 
Linguatapes—$5.00 for 90 min.—$10.00 
for 195 min. Refund it not completely 
amazed and delighted. 7</z ips Linguatapes 
also available at 50% extra. Be sure to 
state tape speed and language(s) desired. 
Linguatapes mailed prepaid same day 
order received.

LINGUATAPES, Dept. 201
166 5th Ave., N.Y. 10, N.Y.
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OF THE BIBLE

ind Peter
went back to his Bible transration.

pockets of many friends of the San Blas
Money for the new

Memorial Clinic began flowing

AND DREAM becoming
begins to take shape at Ailigandi.

pages. Ribbon Bookmark.

fund grew and the dream is now be­
coming a reality.

Appropriately enough, a room in this 
hospital is to be endowed in the name 
of Clementina Miller, the Cuna mis­
sionary wife whose emergency operation

THE NECESSITY 
"Clinica Marvel"

the necessity of 
Marvel” in SanMarvel 

in. The

This occasion 
sity of hospital 
Icke wrote his 
publication and

pointed up the neces- 
facilities in San Blas, 
unique expesience for 
opened the hearts and

An illustrated encyclopedia de­
fining and explaining more than 
7,500 words, subjects and theo­
logical concepts. “Top-notch 
scholars, representing many dif­
ferent schools of thought . . . 
have produced an indispensable 
reference for all students of the 
Bible.”—Union Seminary Re­
view. “The most comprehensive 
and up-to-date reference work 
of its kind.”—Pulpit Digest. 
3,976 pages. The 4-Volume Set,

CONTRIBUTING much in the development of the churches on the San Blas Coast 
have been Alcibiades and Marvel Iglesias. The "Clinica Marvel" memorializes 
the mafty years of missionary effort devoted by Marvel Iglesias.

focused attention on 
erecting the “Clinica 
Blas.

Order from your 
Baptist Book Store 
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_____

THyilNTERPRETER'S 
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Clement H. Pugsley, with Foreword by 
Leslie D. Weatherhead. Fourteen coura­
geous daily meditations which will be 
deeply appreciated by anyone who has 
suffered bereavement. With sensitivity 
and insight, Mr. Pugsley shares those 
biblical and poetic anchors to which he 
held fast in his own hour of crisis. 96

Eagle Mountain

Stole My Heart
BY PHYLLIS RAGAN, STUDENT SUMMER MISSIONARY 
NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

A student summer missionary of last year tells about a week
of missions in a California mining town.

My first thought as we drove up the 
Box Canyon Road, winding and twist­
ing through barren mountains, was to 
wonder where in the world we were be­
ing taken. My mind involuntarily turned 
to tales of unwanted kittens being taken 
to forsaken areas and left there. The 
little mining town looked nice enough, 
though, nestled against the side of a 
mountain. I had no idea as I neared it 
that I would leave so much behind two 
weeks later.

Our first assignment was to survey 
the camp to learn how many people 
would prefer to attend a Baptist church. 
They were exceptionally friendly. They 
invited us in and smiled winningly as 
they told us they didn't go to church 
anywhere now, bdt they went to the 
such-and-such church back home. Oh, 
sure they had a preference, they said; 
they just didn’t go. Over 200 people 
preferred the Baptist church—but the 
little Baptist mission at Eagle Mountain 
had only 30 resident members

Only the demonstrated interest of the 
children in attending our Bible school 
kept our spirits lifted as we trudged 
from house to house hearing the same 
polite phrases. We had only about 40 
people in Sunday school, including the 
young people and adults, so we looked 
forward io a Bible school enrollment of 
maybe 60 to 75 children at the most. 
When all registration cards were filled 
out on Monday morning, 78 were en­
rolled.

We had only a one-week school, but 
by the end of that week our enrollment 
had climbed to 123. We had had an 
average' attendence of 98 per day with 
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a high attendence of 111 on Wednes­
day. Only five of the 28 children en­
rolled in my Junior class attended Sun­
day school anywhere.

As I looked up from some handwork 
to watch the few tired faculty members 
working faithfully amidst swarms of 
children, I thought of some words I 
heard first when I was a child: “Suffer 
the little children to come unto me and 
forbid them not . . . .”

It was hard for me to return to the 
valley to complete my schedule for the 
summer. The people had been so nice 
to us. We had such a pleasant, com­
fortable place to stay. But it isn’t these 
things that keeps my mind on Eagle 
Mountain. My mind keeps hearing chil­
dren who tell me they can’t bring a 
Bible because their families don’t have 
one. My mind keeps seeing swarms of 
children gathered in corners of a bor­
rowed recreation hall, eager to learn of 
one who loves' them. I wonder if they 
will hear any more until next year.

Thirteen professions of faith were 
made in the school, and two rededica­
tions. Will they find a place to continue 
to grow -in Christ? Will there be adults 
who will lead them?. Will they become 
discouraged by the poor meeting condi­
tions at the mission or lack of encour­
agement at home or lack of interest of 
those who already claim Christ? Will 
they . . .

How could I know as I neared the 
little town that I would leave so much 
behind two weeks later? How could I 
know that 123 children would grab hold 
of my heart and keep it in Eagle 
Mountain?

Architact: Eire Saorinin L Aitociotct, Hamdin, Conn.

A symbolic spire 
pointing to God, 
crafted by Overly
Designed to complement the church’s 
contemporary architecture, this 38-ft. 
Overly spire offers a dramatic welcome 
to worship at Stephens College Chapel 
in Columbia, Missouri. Crafted in 
aluminum, the spire will be mainte­
nance-free for the life of the building. 
Many congregations or individuals give 
their churches low-cost, pre-fabricated 
Overly spires as memorials. For more 
information, send for the new Overly 
"Spires and Crosses" catalog. A new 
booklet on Overly's line of crosses, en­
titled "The Cross," is also available.

MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Dapartmant 222F Graaniburg, PanntylvaniaHome Missions



HOLMAN
REVISED STANDARD

VERSION
FROM A CATHOLIC to a Presbyterian "anciano" to a Baptist minister are the 
steps Dominicio j^ejarano took as he served the Spanish-speaking people of the 
western states. Bejarano and his wife# Andrea, although retired, are still active 
for the Lord.VERSE

REFERENCE

BIBLES Retired

school but was taught by the priest until 
he was 15..

At 15, he left Mexico for El Paso, 
Tex., where he found his grandmother 
living. He learned the trade of boiler­
maker in the railroad yards and worked 
at this for several years.

Young Bejarano, for years, had felt 
something was lacking in the Catholic 
religion in which he had been reared. So 
when a friend with whom he worked in­
vited him to a Presbyterian church, he 
accepted. He went to this church for 
four years and was even ordained to 
the office of “anciano,” similar to our 
deacons.

During this time, he had several 
friends who were Baptists, who talked 
with him about their beliefs. For some 
time, he studied the doctrines of the two 
denominations. At last, he decided Bap­
tist beliefs came closest to what the 
Bible taught; so he joined a Baptist 
church.

Though he was past 30 and married, 
he felt the Lord was calling him to 
preach. In 1921, he started preaching 
and the following year was called as 
pastor of a Spanish mission of the First 
Church, Abilene, Tex.

He was ordained by Millard Jenkins, 
longtime pastor of the Abilene church. 
One of Bejarano’s most prized posses-

Missionary Union and at one time 
served as treasurer for the Spanish Bap­
tist Convention of New Mexico and as 
secretary of her association. In recent 
years, when health permitted, she taught 
the older women’s Sunday school class 
in her church.

Though Mrs. Bejarano doesn’t speak 
English, she has many Anglo friends. 
Her radiant Christian personality easily 
hurdles any language barrier. Her young 
English-speaking friends call her affec­
tionately “Abuelita Mexicana,” Little 
Mexican Grandmother.

Their pastor, E. Aguilar, looks on 
Bejarano as his assistant and calls on 
him to preach when the pastor must be 
absent. During a revival last year, 
Bejarano preached alternate nights with 
the pastor. Three years ago, he was 
Sunday school superintendent for the 
church. When physically able, he still 
visits prospects with his pastor. He and 
Mrs. Bejarano regularly attend associa- 
tional meetings.

The Bejaranos maintain an intense 
interest in the work of the Home Mis­
sion Board and the progress of each 
year’s Annie Armstrong Offering.

The best days of every year for the 
couple are their birthdays when their 
names appear on the missionary prayer 
calendars. Her birthday is June 4; his,

IMPORTANT!...

dev°t1011

$1.95

emain Missionaries

PLEASE GIVE A DEVOTION, by Amy Boldingl 
"Do you need a devotional for a class meetind 
a chapel service, a young people's meeting, a 
gathering of women or men, or other similar 
service? Here is a collection of 25 ready made 
devotional messages, which can either be used 
much as they are, or used to build other mes­
sages '—THE BAPTIST RECORD

At Your Baptist Book Store
A BAKER BOOK HOUSE PUBLICATION

2 At that time Abim'elech on ae.as | 
Phicol the commander of his army 
to Abraham, “God is with you in all 

: you do; 25 now therefore j-na.iai 
ar to me here by God that you wjJI-i 
deal falsely with me

The unique Verse 'Reference 
Bible containing Concordance, 
Maps and Family Record. Page 
size, 5T/io" x 8%".

ALL STYLES GIFT BOXED 
6612X. BLACK PERSIAN GRAIN 
LEATHER, semi-overlap, gold 
edges, $12.00
6633X. BLACK GENUINE MO­
ROCCO, semi-overlap, leather lined, 
gold edges, $17.00

RED LETTER EDITIONS 
6612XRL. BLACK PERSIAN 
GRAIN LEATHER, semi-overlap, 
gold edges, $13.00 
6633XRL. BLACK GENUINE 
MOROCCO, semi-overlap, leather 
lined, gold edges, $18.00

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

JIY RUTH TUCKER HESS, ARTESIA, NEW MEXICO

6% INTEREST
Dominicio Bejarano doesn’t believe 

in retiring from the Lord's work. No 
longer actively employed by the Home 
Mission Board, he nevertheless con­
tinues to serve in his church and to wit­
ness to Spanish-speaking people in Ar­
tesia, N.M.

Bejarano, who at 76 still teaches a 
men’s Sunday school class and is con­
sidered by his pastor as his right-hand 
man, began life as a Catholic. He was 
born in Chihuahua, Mexico. As an in­
fant, he was left an orphan, and his 
Catholic grandmother gave him to an­
other Catholic family when he was four.

One member of hf? new family was 
a priest, and it was he who was re­
sponsible for the only formal education 
Bejarano ever had. He never attended 

sions is his faded certificate of ordina­
tion signed by Jenkins.

The Lord blessed his work, and his 
ministry took him to Arizona, Califor­
nia, Illinois, back to Texas, and finally 
to New Mexico, always proclaiming the 
gospel to the Spanish-speaking people.

While in El Paso, Bejarano met a 
young lady, Andrea Viagran, who was 
born in Mexico, reared a Catholic, and 
attended the Presbyterian church. When 
her family moved to Central Texas, 
young Bejarano followed and won her. 
They were married in 1919.

Mrs. Bejarano has proved a worthy 
helper thoughout her husband’s minis­
try. She has taught in all age groups and 
is always a favorite with the children. 
She still enjoys work with the Woman’s 

May 24. In 1964 they will be 76. They 
delight in communications from friends 
ot other years and always proudly show 
the birthday card or letter received from 
Courts Redford, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Home Mission Board.

The Bejaranos'- ministry has taken 
them from small towns to big cities, 
from mission churches to street corners 
to harvest fields where braceros toiled. 
For seven years he was pastor of the 
Spanish mission of First Baptist Church, 
Artesia.

Though officially listed as retired, 
they are still active for the Lord. They 
attend church regularly, share their 
modest possessions with others, and 
serve in many ways in their church and 
neighborhood.

Colorado Southam loptitt 
Subordinated Doboofuret

FOR OFFERING 
CIRCULAR

MAIL TO— 
Bill Landers, Administrator 
Colorado Baptist General 

Convention
P. O. Drawer 22005 

Denver, Colorado S0222
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JUST
IN
TIME
fori Third Quarter

Sunday School 
lessons on early 
Hebrew History

TRIPOD 
MAP SET

• The Biblical World, 2000-1500 
B.C. (Which includes the Time 
of the Patriarchs.)

• Canaan as Divided Among the 
Twelve Tribes—The Kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah.

• Great Empires of the Sixth Cen­
tury B.C. Judah After the Fall 
of Israel.

This sturdy metal tripod holds a set of six (25 x 25-inch) maps printed 
on durable, flexible Texoprint. Tripod is adjustable—height ranges from 
-73 feet to 5 feet—and stands on cither floor or table. Swivel action at 
top of mounting bar permits maps to be adjusted at various angles for 
maximum viewing. Metal tray on mounting bar holds crayons, pointers, 
etc. Tripod is folded and packaged in lube along with maps which are 
attached to mounting bar. (26b)

OLD TESTAMENT GIANT MAP
The Biblical World, 2000-1500 B.C. (Which includes the Time of the 
Patriarchs.) Printed on durable, flexible Texoprint—will not wrinkle or 
crack when rolled for storage. Mounted on wooden half-rounds at top 
and bottom. 50 x 37 inches (26b) $4.95

Buy with confidence . . . by Broadman 

at your BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Economic Crisis

Perils Alaska Work

BY W. H. HANSEN, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

ALASKA BAPTIST CONVENTION

The 33 churches and 14 missions in 
Alaska cooperating with the Southern 
Baptist Convention face the same earth­
quake recovery calamity besetting other 
Alaskans—the shock delivered the state’s 
economy by the Eastertime tremors.

Loss of property, such as encountered 
in the total wrecking of the building at 
First Baptist Church, Valdez, is but ope 
of the devastations in that community 
of 1200. Going with it are the loss of 
jobs and income in that fishing and ship­
ping center.

.Valdez' fishing boats were destroyed 
in the earthquake along with the steam­
ship dock.

Because of this, the First Baptist 
Church—which was showing increasing 
strength in its twelfth year there—will 
suffer a greatly reduced income in the 
months ahead when it needs to rebuild 
its church and launch a pastorium build­
ing project it has planned for some 
time.

In Seward, longshoremen, railroad­
ers, fishermen and cannefy workers find 
themselves without jobs. Southern Bap­
tist work there is slightly younger than 
in Valdez. The church receives a salary 
supplement from the SBC Home Mis­
sion Board for its pastor. But will even 
this aid be enough with contributing 
members out of work?

None of the 14 churches in Anchor­
age sustained building damage of more 
than $1000, it is now estimated. In­
come in these churches, however, could 
drop by 20 per cent. Most churches 
were operating on a marginal budget 
before the earthquake. Many still owe 
on their expensive winter fuel bills.

How will Anchorage’s hard-pressed 
churches make ends meet?

Leaders of the Alaska Baptist Con­
vention discussed the earthquake’s effect 
on the convention-promoted ^prk.

“When the shakeup came, the state 
board was on the verge of projecting an 
aggijB6sive missions program. Now mis­
sion leaders are asking, 'Will resources 
earmarked for new work have to be di­
rected to established fields? Will coop­
erative program income decrease so

State.

Month.
Day....

COMPREHENSIVE 
Coverage

MEDICAL PAYMENTS
Coverage

(Check one)

...... I hev* had my 
driver'* licento

I have taken a 
driver training 
course. □ Ye* □ No

My Auto ■* 
Insurance

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
If your policy does not meet with your complete approval, 

return it within 10 days and we will refund in full any 
remittance you have paid.

Name.

City....

Occupation.............

Make of Car..........

Car Is Used for:
Business □ 
Pleasure □
To and from work 
....miles one way

.Address

that new projects cannot be undertaken 
as planned?’ ”

Alaska’s Southern Baptists are used 
to meeting lesser crises—the regular 
waves of rotation of military personnel, 
the expense of heating churches during 
the bitter Alaskan winters, frequent 
changes in pastors, inflated prices on 
building materials. These are not un­
usual.

Viewed at its worst, the earthquake 
may be a much more severe crisis than 
the churches have yet faced. Viewed at 
its best, it is but a new kind of crisis on 
top of others the churches have grown 
accustomed to enduring.

Some questions are being asked about 
the future population of Alaska. There 
is nothing like a mass exodus on ac­
count of the earthquake, though it has 
frightened some into leaving the forty- 
ninth state. For one segment of the 
population, their residence in Alaska 
has been what they consider temporary. 
Will this shorten their even temporary 
stay?

More—will it discourage .persons in 
the “south 48” who before the earth­
quake were considering moving to Alas­
ka?

To cope with the emergency, an 
earthquake relief fund was set up at 
state Baptist headquarters in Anchor­
age. Direct losses were estimated1 at 
$25,000. The convention board called 
a special meeting to consider other ac­
tions.

Yet the quake has had its positive re­
sults. Easter Sunday high attendance hit 
Alaska churches a week late. Easter 
Sunday fell two days after the earth­
quake; attendance on Easter was under­
standably low.

But clwrch going bounced back the 
Sunday 'after Easter to near records. 
One pastor noticed “a deeper dedica­
tion has seized some of our fringe 
members." There were 15 rededications 
in two Sundays in that church.

Hard to reach prospects have showed 
more interest in the church.

Muldoon Road Baptist Church in 
Anchorage visited one prospect several 
times without success. One visit, during 
a revival last fall, ended in a brusque . 
turn away at the door when the pastor 
and evangelist called.

Three nights after the earthquake, 
however, this same prospect called at 
3 a.m. asking the pastor to come and 
explain how to be saved. The pastor 
said he discovered the prospect had al­
ready found faith in the Lord by the 
time he reached the house.

If this experience is repeated, Bap­
tist leaders believe Alaska’s disaster 
could turn into its greatest blessing.

Special broad insurance Coverage-Special 
low rates...MORE PROTECTION FOR

NON-DRINKING 
DRIVERS!
"The records show that non-drinking 
drivers are safer, more careful drivers. By 
insuring only the non-drinking "Preferred 
Risk" drivers, we are able to provide •’
broader insurance protection and, at the 
same time, charge less than standard 
rates for this better coverage."

William N. Plymat

YOU GET MORE-YOU PAY LESS!
LIABILITY

COLLISION MORE.
Cavtraj*  PROTECTION

• Palestine in the Time of Christ. 
The Missionary Journeys of 
Paul.

I MORE 
’ROTECTION

ASK FOR YOUR PERSONAL RATE QUOTATION TODAY—Look 
for your local agent in the “Yellow Pages. 
Preferred Risk Mutual agent is not listed . . .

6000 Grand Avenue, Dm Maine*,  lewa
Pliix lend me. without obli(etion. complot*  information on your automobila insurance for Total Abstainers, 

I am a total abstainer, and have had no accidents for the past 3 □ or 5 □ year*.

.Model. .Year. No. of cyls.

No. of Cars in Family.

Circle Owner 
of This Cer MYSELF PRINCIPAL 

DRIVER
ALL OTHER DRIVERS

2. '3.
BIRTH DATE
SEX

America'* Flref Total Abstainer'* Automobile Inturanto Company 
Not available in Now York, New Jersey, Massochusotts, North Carolina, or Virginia.26 Home Missions June, 1964



missions volunteers. $1.75

MISSIONS—AT WORK

love of God. $2.50

courage, and dedication. $2.95

BAPTIST
BOOK STORE

■Ae

WHAT DO 
MISSIONARIES DO? 

JohnniJohnson

True-to-life experiences of present-day 
foreign missionaries provide specific 
answers. Here are brief accounts of 
preaching, teaching, healing, and related 
work on spiritual frontiers. Also in­
cludes specialist missionaries—contrac­
tors, administrators, agriculturists, etc. 
For your own reading pleasure, for illus­
trations on missions, or for a gift for

MISSIONS IN THE PLAN OF THE AGES
William Owen Carver
A thorough, detailed study of biblical teachings on missions. Shows how God's 
missionary purpose produced the Bible and how it produces missions. Treats 
nearly 700 Scripture passages. Excellent for individual or group study, and a 
helpful resource book in preparing devotional talks. $2.75

THE STORY OF KATHLEEN MALLORY
Annie Wright Ussery
A human and realistic picture of the woman who guided Woman’s Missionary 
Union during its formative years. Kathleen Mallory’s biography is the tender 
account of a woman’s love for God and for missions—the desire to share this

BILL WALLACE OF CHINA
Jesse C. Fletcher
The extraordinary life of an ordinary man determined to do God's work in the 
place to which God called him. Bill Wallace served as a medical missionary in 
China 17 years, dying a martyr in a Communist prison cell. A story of faith,

Order these Broadman Books from your

Missions Can Be Fun
How many fine Christians have 

missed the joys and excitement of mis­
sion service simply because they have 
thought they had no talents to offer. Too 
many people continue to content them­
selves with minimal attendance at church 
services as their maximum contribution 
to the Lord’s work.

This past month at the Boyce-Port­
land Good Will Center in Louisville 
some wonderful things happened. Peo­
ple began to find out that missions can 
be fun and that God can use the small 
talents as well as the great ones.

One Saturday late in May a group of 
15 Girls’ Auxiliary members from the 
Buechel Park Baptist Church came to 
the good will center to deliver some 
vacation Bible school supplies. When 
they arrived, they found the cleaning 
lady hard at work scrubbing the floors 
and cleaning the woodwork. After leav­
ing the supplies in the office, they began 
to talk with the housekeeper about her 
work. Discovering that she was working 
alone, and still had much work to do, 
the girls decided to lend a helping hand. 
Soon girls were all over the center . . . 
mops in some hands, cleaning rags in 
others. Soap went on and dirt came off 
. . . everywhere and anywhere.

When the girls returned to their own 
church, they were filled with excitement 
and enthusiasm • for the work they had 
done. At their next Girls’ Auxiliary 
meeting they decided they would like to 
plan another work day. Three weeks 
later the girls with their leader came 
again to the center for a "Clean Up, 
Scrub Up Party."

Ask the staff at the good will center 
how much these girls meant to them 
and they won’t hesitate to say that it 
has meant very much. Ask the girls and 
they will probably say they really didn’t 
do much—just a little cleaning. But look 
at their faces and you’ll know that in 
attempting to give themselves away the 
blessings returned to them 10 fold.

In early June the phone on the direc­
tor’s desk rang. The call was from a 
GA leader at Minor’s Lane Baptist 
Church. She asked if it would be possi­
ble for some of her GA’s to help with 
the vacation Biblt*school  at the center. 
The girls came down to the center the 
following week to work on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The next week they re-

28 Home Missions

Lowell F. Lawson 
Louisville, Kentucky

Greenville Finds One-

John Rudin & Co., Inc.
22 W. Madison St., Chicago 2, Illinois Dept. HM64 

Please send me without coet or obligation complete 
Information on your program.

turned again on Tuesday and on Wed­
nesday. By this time the girls were be­
ginning to discover the joy in service. 
They found out they really did have 
some talents that could be used in the 
school. The greatest talent was the abil- 
ty to love—to love the little children. 
-Ks they played with the children, gave 
hem piggy-back rides, pushed them on 

■he swings, and jumped rope they found 
(hat the little children loved them, too.

Once again, service that started with 
only limited interest soon grew into 
service with deep meaning for each girl, 
because they found that when they 
tried missions they found they did have 
some talents that could be used in help­
ing tell many boys and girls of the love 
of Jesus . . . and besides that ... it 
was fun!

Third Outside Churches
A religious survey, which contacted 

101,946 of Greenville, S.C.'s quarter 
of a million population, found one out 
of every three people without church 
membership.

One hundred and twelve churches of 
various denominations furnished 3,719 
workers to make the survey, directed by 
William A. Powell of Atlanta, survey 
specialist of the Home Mission Board.

Powell said the survey surprised 
some of the religious leaders of the city, 
who had thought the religious popula­
tion would exceed the 67.5 per cent re­
ported. The national average is 64.3.

The percentage of local church mem­
bership was only 62.5 per cent, and 
14.4 per cent of these do not attend 
church as often as once a month.

Departing from the usual pattern of 
survey reports, the Greenville survey 
indicated denominational preference of 
the unchurched. This correlated some­
what with the percentage of each de- 
lomination in the population.

Sixty-one per cent of the unchurched 
’eople indicated a preference for Bap- 
ists, for Methodists 11.4 per cent, for 
Presbyterians 6.4 per cent, and for 
Churches of God 4.6 per cent. All other 
denominations had less than 2 per cent.
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be your own boss

An opportunity for MEN and WOMEN 

to get into a richly rewarding business 

without one penny of investment
Immediate opportunity for Christian men and women—Sunday / 
School workers, ministers, housewives—to get into unique Bible- 
centered ministry. Plan backed by 40-year old Christian organi­
zation and endorsed by leading evangelicals in all denominations. 
Act now. Mail the coupon. No obligation.

as Mrs. Waite of Wisconsin did
“Two years ago I answered an ad like this. We 
have lived on my income and my husband's 
income has gone entirely into his business. My 
earnings enable us to pay our bills when they 
are due, take care of music lessons for our 
children, buy a different car, extensively remodel 
our country home, and get a few things for our 
home we've always wanted. And we’ve had the 
added joy oCbeing able to triple our pledge to 
the church. There are so many spiritual blessings 
in this work it’s hard to measure them in dollars 
and cents. The Lord has given me assurance that 
this is the work He wants me to do.”



Isaac Clifford Matthews, commis­
sioned as a pastoral missionary to Bal­
boa, Canal Zone, is a native of Pike 
County, Ala. He attended Troy State 
Teachers College, Troy, Ala., and re­
ceived degrees from Howard College, 
Birmingham, Ala., and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, New Or­
leans, La. He is married and has one 
child. Birthday 6-24.

new APPOINTEES 
>

to the work

F. Milton Gage was appointed as a 
superintendent of missions under the 
Metropolitan Missions Department to 
Phoenix, Ariz. Gage, a native of Roose­
velt, Okla., received degrees from Ok­
lahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, 
Okla., and. Southwestern Seminary. He 
is married and has three children. 
Birthday 6-5.

Peggy June Matthews, a native of 
Coffee County, Ala., was named along 
with her husband to do work in Balboa, 
Canal Zone. She attended Troy State 
Teachers College and Canal Zone Jun­
ior College, Balboa Heights. Birthday 
10-12.

Marjorie Ann Shead, a native of 
Richards, Tex., was commissioned as a 
weekday program worker under the 
Metropolitan Missions Department to 
Whitesburg, Ky. She graduated from 
Mary Hardin-Baylor College, Belton, 
Tex., and Carver School of Missions 
and Social Work, Louisville, Ky. Birth­
day 11-5.

Billie G. Walters was named as a 
pastoral missionary to Fargo,' N.D, 
under the Pioneer Missions Department 
He attended Sam Houston State Col­
lege, Huntsville, Tex., and graduated 
from Southeastern State College, Du­
rant, Okla., and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.
He is married and has three children. 
Birthday 9-18.

Thomas Edwin Sykes, a native of 
Rochester, N.Y., was appoin^l as area 
missionary to Anderson, Ind., under the 
Urban-Rural Missions Department. He 
is a^graduate of Oklahoma Baptist Uni­
versity, Shawnee, Okla., and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Louis­
ville, Ky. He is married and has two 
children. Birthday 3-2.

NEW AMERICAN TEMPERANCE PLAN

PAYS ’100 WEEKLY...
even for life to Non-drinkers and Non-Smokers!

At last—a new kind of hospitalization plan for you thousands who realize drinking and 
smoking ye evil. Rates are fantastically low because "poor risk’’ drinkers and smokers 
are excluded. Since your health is superior there is no age limit, no physical examination, 
no waiting period. Only you can cancel your policy. No salesman will ever call. Starting 
the first day you enter any hospital, you will be paid $14.28 a day.

You do not smoke or drink— 
so why pay premiums for 

those who do?
Every day in your newspaper you see 
more evidence that drinking and smoking 
shorten life. They’re now one of America’s 
leading health problems—a prime cause 
of the nigh premium rates most hospitali­
zation policies charge.

Our rates are based on your 
superior health,

as a non-drinker and non-smoker. The 
new American Temperance Hospitaliza­
tion Plan can offer you unbelievably low 
rates because we do not accept drinker^ 
and smokers, who cause high rates. Also,' 
your premiums can never be raised be­
cause you grow older or have too many 
claims. Only a general rate adjustment 
up or down could affect your low rates. 
And only you can cancel your policy. We 
cannot.

READ YOUR AMERICAN 
TEMPERANCE PLAN BENEFITS 
1. You receive $100 cash weekly—

TAX FREE—even for life, 
from the firtt day you enter a hospital. 
Good in any hospital in the world. We pay 
in addition to any other insurance you 
carry. We send you our payments Air 
Mail Special Delivery so you have cash 
on hand fast. No limit on number of times 
you collect.

2. We cover all accidents and 
sicknesses,

except pregnancy, any act of war or mili­
tary service, pre-existing accidents or 

IMPORTANT: Cbt<k tabla bolaw and inclade yoar licit' 
premium with applicetiea.

LOOK AT THESE
AMERICAN TEMPERANCE LOW RATES

Pay Monthly Pay Yearly
Each child 18 
and under pays »2»° »28
Each adult 
19-64 pays

*3<o *38
Each adult 
65-100 pays

»5»o »59
. SAVE TWO MONTHS PREMIUM BY PAYING YEABLYI

Date:.

sickness, hospitalization caused by use of 
liquor or narcotics. On everything else 
you’re fully protected—at amazingly.low 
rates!

3. Other benefits for loss 
within 90 days of accident

(as described in policy). We pay $2000 
cash for accidental death. Or $2000 cash 
for loss of one hand, one foot, or sight of 
one eye. Or $6000 cash for loss of both 
eyes, both hands, or both feet.

We invite close comparison ■ 
with any other plan.

Actually, no other is like ours. But com­
pare rates. See what you save.

TODAY BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE

Application to Pioneer Life Insurance Company, Rockford, Illinois
1382 FOR

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE HOSPITALIZATION POLICY
Name (PLEASE PRINT). 
Street or RD *_________
City__________________
Age______

Occupation. 
Beneficiary.

—Date ol Birth.

I also apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below:
ACE______ HEIGHT WEIGHT BENEFICIARY

To the best of your knowledge and belief, are you and all members listed above in good health 
and free from any physical impairment, or disease? Yes □ No □
To the best of your knowledge, have you or any member above listed had medical advice or 
treatment, or have you or they been advised to have a surgical operation in the last five years? 
Yes □ No □ If so, please give details stating person affected, cause, date, name and address 
of attending physician, and whether fully recovered.

Neither I nor any person listed above uses tobacco or alcoholic beverages, and I hereby apply 
for a policy based on the understanding that the policy does not cover conditions originating 
prior to its effective date, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the above questions. »

Signed :X.

Mail this application with your first premium to

AMERICAN TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATES, Inc., I«> 131, Ub.rty.lll., HIM,

DO THIS TODAY!
Fill out application beiow and mail right 
away. Upon approval, your policy will be 
promptly mailed. Coverage begins at noon 
on effective date of your policy. Don’t de­
lay. Every day almost 50,000 people enter 
hospitals. So get your protection now.

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
Read over your policy carefully. Ask your min­
ister, lawyer and doctor to examine it. Be sure 
it provides exactly what we say it does. Then, 
if for any reason at all you are not IOO% satis­
fied. just mail your policy back to us within 30 
days and we will immediately refund your en­
tire premium. No questions' asked. You can 
gam thousands of dollars . you risk nothing.

.Zone_______County_______ State________

Month Day Yoar
----------------- Height_________ Weight 
___ Relationship_______________________
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Taking Life’s

BY COURTS RIDKMB, HMB IXKUTIVi SiqRKTARY-TRIASURER

It is interesting to recall the things that happened in one’s 

early childhood.
I recall the time when my sister turned me over in a 

branch of water while taking me in my little wagon to see 
Uncle Ben.

Uncle Ben lived less than a quarter of a mile from our 
country hpme and this small branch with only two or three 
inches of water ran between our properties. There were 
stepping-stones in-the branch so we could easily walk across, 
but on this occasion Ollie, my sister, was pulling my little 
wagon in which I was riding.

As I recall, she was in a hurry and undertook to cross the 
stream a little faster than usual. At any rate, the wheels 
on one side hit a small rock and over I went into the water 
apd.mud.

Now, my sister was just about the most wonderful friend 
I ever had, but as a five-year-old lad weeping and crawling 
out of that branch with clothes wet and muddy, I was both 
angry and humiliated. I proceeded to tell her what I thought 
and a little later when we reached my uncle’s home, I out­
lined for Aunt Nannie the faults and failures of my sister in 
detail. ;

The clothes dried, I recovered from my anger and humil­
iation and all was rosy again. However, I still remember that 
branch, that little wagon, the cold water, the rough rocks 
and the way my sister laughed in spite of her concern fpr 
me.

Figuratively speaking, I have tumbled from little wagons 
many times in life. It is as unpleasant today as it Was then. 
I fear I recover from my chagrin today less rapidly than I 
did then.

Why did that wagon turn over that day?
First, the wagon was too small. Father got it for me when 

I was quite young and at the age of five I fit in it like a fat 
woman in a hobble skirt. It did not take much to turn that 
wagon over.

It is that way about some of our church programs. We 
have such small plans and inadequate organization that they 
topple over quite easily. William Carey said, “Expect great 
thingy of God and undertake great things for God.”

Second, I imagine I was leaning quite a bit to my left 
playing in the water with my hand as we crossed the stream. 
My lack of balance in the wagon made it very easy to turn 
over. 'Like most folk, I blamed my sister for the whole thing 
when I was largely to blame myself.

I find the little wagons in which I ride through life often 
tumble because I lean too far to one side or the other; Often 
I am playing with the insignificant things along the pathway 
when I should be sitting up straight and watching the road 
ahead. The Psalmist said, “Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
trust also in him, and he will bring it to pass.”

In the third place, the wheels of that wagon hit a rock and 
that contributed to the-catastrophe. There are still rocks in 
the'streams of life, and we need to be watchful and careful 
to look out*  for them. Sometimes by care we can alter our 
course and miss some of these difficulties, but often we must 
compensate for them by keeping our balance and composure 
when we hit the bumps along the way.

Finally, my sister was partly to blame. She was going too 
fast. I guess I should confess I was urging her on, but she 
was still going too fast.

I guess that is one of my greatest dangers today. I grow 
impatient. I get in a hurry. I fail to watch for the rocks and 
the bumps along the way. Then when disaster comes, I try 
to find an excuse in the actions of others.

Jesus never got in a hurry. He always had time for the 
most humble and the small child.

Some time ago I spoke in a school of missions in one of 
our Negro churches here in Atlanta. There I met Bother 
Pascal, a Negro preacher who was then 100 years oldFMy 
son, who was with me, asked him for his recipe for long 
life—“Well,” he said, “I don’t hate anyone, and I don’t 
worry; I just trust the Lord.’**

I am persuaded we can save ourselves a lot of tumbles 
along life’s journey if we follow the suggestion of the old 
Negro preacher.


