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Unity Cult Reaction
I attend two of the so-called Unity 

classes being given in a Baptist church in 
Norfolk. Perhaps because I have studied 
and taught books by Glenn Clark, Agnes 
Sanford, Frank Laubach, Louise Eggles­
ton, Paul Tournier, E. Stanley Jones, 
Hannah Humard, J. B. Phillips, Samuel 
Shoemaker, Albert Day, and others, the 
truths disclosed in Unity are not strange 
to me. These wonderful people know their 
Bible and have spent hours in deep medi­
tation and communion with God, and they 
have helped endless numbers of people, in­
cluding me, to understand our relationship 
to God.

I may not accept all that Unity teaches 
but neither do I accept all that any de­
nomination stands for. I take what has 
deep meaning to me at the time I learn of 
it and that which bears the fruit of love, 
joy, gentleness, health, peace, victory, etc. 
This is the good news I have longed for 
all my life and came so near missing.

There is nothing to fear in the teachings 
of Unity. It simply tells how to lay hold 
of God’s powdfeio that fruit can manifest. 
Christ came to bring us abundant lifdrand 
he gave us the “keys” to it in the Sermon 
on the Mount.

Do you know that Unity has someone 
in prayer 24 hours every day; that anyone 
can call or write and ask for prayer, that 
people of every denomination and no de­
nomination call on them and are blessed? 
If there is a prayer movement in the Bap­
tist denomination that offers that help, 
please tell me about it.

I wish you could see the radiant, eager 
faces of those who are in these Unity 
classes. People are being fed the Word of 
Life. There must be some in it who are 
not Baptists, but that is good. This is one 
way to grow—this sharing with other de­
nominations. But it is fun being a Baptist. 
You can think for yourself, adventure with 
God, ask him questions and receive the' 
answers—in other words you can dare to 
be different. God does not make any two 
of us alike, but he does say that we are to 
love as he loves. That is our obligation.

I said in the beginning “so-called Unity 
classes." Those textbooks are supplemented 
with a thorough knowledge of the Bible, a 
sprinkling of science and the awareness 
that Christianity, as it is now being 
preached, is not convincing many people— 
is losing ground, as a matter of fact. I 
lived in Japan for two years and know the 
work of our missions there and in many 
other countries. I am concerned about 
these matters.

Mrs. Walter Galliford 
Portsmouth, Va.

• The letter telling of the influence of the 
Unity cult points up the need for some­
thing that can be put in the hands of our 
people across the Convention for use in 
answering the cult representatives who are 
out in force doing missionary work across 
America.

I rejoiced to learn recently that, at the 
request of C. E. Autrey of our Division of 
Evangelism, Charles R. Standridge, pastor 
of the West Lynchburg Baptist Church of 
Lynchburg, Va., is carefully preparing, a 
handbook on such cults as Mormonism, 
Christian Science, Unity, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses, and Unitarianism, which will be a 
useful tool for Southern Baptists in giving 
their witness in the face of “the winds of 
doctrine.” Surely such a book by one of 
our own trusted and scholarly pastors will 
be welcomed by thousands of our people.

Paul S. James 
New York

• We have encountered this Unity heresy 
in the Mount Vernon Baptist Church. 
Fortunately, truth prevailed and it is no 
longer a problem.

The Unity doctrine, as taught by the 
Unity School of Christianity in Lee's Sum­
mit, Mo., is one of those subtle combina­
tions of truth and error so tempting to the 
intellectual not adequately grounded in 
biblical theology. It appears as a very 
nebulus concept almost defying definition. 
A close study of the teachings, however, 
identifies it almost in its entirety with first 
century Corinthian Gnosticism which chal­
lenged the early church.

The Bible remains the most effective 
weapon against such. For anyone troubled 
or tempted by this movement, I suggest a 
study of Colossians. Two helpful study 
aids are Christ in You by Herschel Hobbs, 
Baker Book House, 1961; and Paul-and 
the Intellectuals, A. T. Robertson, Baptist 
Press, Revised Edition, 1959.

Forrest C. Garrard, Jr. 
Atlanta, Ga.

• From personal experience I know Unity 
to be an awful thing in a church. I have 
prepared a document concerning action of 
the Norfolk Baptist Association and a list­
ing of what Unity teaches.

The association on March 22 expressed 
its concern over and disapprobation of any 
movements such as Unity, which are con­
trary to the declarations of faith and mes­
sage as adopted by the SBC concerning 
the nature and person of Christ and the 
related doctrine of salvation.

The action was taken in the light of cer­
tain revelations by a pastor in the Norfolk 
Baptist Pastors' Conference on March 21 
to the effect that he holds to, believes in, 
and is a part of Unity School of Chris­
tianity and that nothing could be said or 
done to make him change.

My research indicates the Unity move- ’I 
ment uses terms of Christianity but they 
define them differently. When Unity says 
it believes in Christ that he is the Saviour, 
it does not me an That he is the personal, 
divine son of God, but something else 
entirely.

Henry V. Napier
Chesapeake, va.

Pro and Con on Name
Let’s not change our name to accom­

modate some. Years ago First Baptist, 
Linden, was called, “First Baptist Church 
of Christ." The name was changed to ac­
commodate some. Other churches did the 
same thing, but to our detriment.

The name “Southern Baptist" is not a 
territorial name, but a theological name. 
We will lose our identity if we change 
names in the middle of the stream. If we 
drop the “Southern" and call ourselves 
"United States Baptist," will not others 
rightly demand a name change later on to 
“World Baptists?"

Please explain your statement, “The edi­
tor of this publication (mind you, not the 
Home Mission Board) endorses Chaney’s 
suggestions for a new name." Does this 
mean the Home Mission Board is not in 
agreement with you?

Let’s start the process at Detroit by 
majoring on Baptist distinctives.

Troy Culpepper
Linden, Tex.

Editor’s Note: The Home Mission Board 
has taken no action concerning changing 
the name of the SBC, and has not dis­
cussed the matter as a Board. I did not 
want anyone to think I was speaking for 
the agency.

• The name of the Convention should be 
changed to "The Missionary Baptist Con­
vention U.S.A." This retains its past his­
tory and includes its present goal. It also 
eliminates sectional prejudice. Our church 
is the Missionary Baptist Church of the 
U.S.A, and it has been that from the 
beginning of its history. As it is the Mis­
sionary Baptist Church, then why not call 
the Convention “The Missionary Baptist 
Convention U.S.A.?"

J.G. Newton 
Marion, S.C.

• I agree 100 percent with “Change the 
Convention's Name?" by Charles Chaney 
“Why?" but not "To What?" I believe we 
should drop the name “Southern" and 
have it just “Baptist Convention."

J. B. Tidwell, ex-head of the Bible de­
partment, Baylor University, once said, 
“The true New Testament Baptist church 
has no appendage such as "Primitive, Mis­
sionary,” etc. I believe just "Baptist Con­
vention" would better describe our world­
wide mission program than United States 
Baptist, etc.

Lue M. Roebuck 
Colby, Kans.

• A hearty AMEN to your suggestion on 
the Convention name change. Thank you 
for your courage to use a denominational 
publication in creative and challenging 
ways.

James M. Pitts 
Fairfax, S.C.

• The name “Southern Baptist" has his­
toric and sentimental meanings which will 
be hard to give up, but we have outgrown 
it and have become a national denomina­
tion.

To many, the first choice of a new name 
would be "American Baptists." As this 
name is already in use, it will have to be 
eliminated. Nevertheless, I would object 
to this name because it, too, reflects or 

denotes too much of one nation and in 
time would become restrictive and pro­
vincial. It is similar to the “German Chris­
tians" of Hitler's days. The emphasis is on 
the American, rather than the faith we 
profess.

This same objection could be made 
against the title “United States Baptists.” 
As the title "Southern" does not help our 
witness in some parts of our country, the 
title "United States” will hurt our witness 
in some parts of the world. (Of course, 
this does not mean that we are ashamed 
of being Southern and American, but our 
witness to Christ is dependent on neither.)

The name I propose is “The Missionary 
Baptist Convention of the United States." 
The emphasis here is on our purpose 
which reaches back to the Great Commis­
sion of our Lord himself and defines the 
work which unites us. It is an old name, 
dating back to the beginning of Baptist 
work in America.

It is a name which our brethren of the 
North could accept and which the younger 
churches on the mission fields could use. 
Instead of identifying themselves as a mis­
sion of the “United States Baptists," they 
could say simply: “We are Missionary 
Baptists, too. We have the same commis­
sion, the same purpose, the same Lord as 
the home churches."

It is a name which every time it is used 
will reaffirm our commitment to witness to 
faith. Every time a person says, “I am a 
Missionary Baptist," he will feel impelled 
to look upward and outward instead of 
backward and inward. The very name 
should thrust us forward in a renewed 
endeavor of missions, as each person calls 
himself a missionary.

Some favor dropping the title Conven­
tion, but I favor retaining it. The first 
meaning of convention is “an agreement 
or contract between states for regulations 
of matters affecting all of them." Our Con­
vention is an agreement between churches 
or their messengers for the regulations of 
matters affecting them. This is still a valid 
name for us. The second meaning of con­
vention is that of the convening of an as­
sembly, which of course would apply to 
our annual meeting. Both meanings are 
applicable to our tradition and practice.

James H. Blackmore 
Wake Forest, N.C.

• LETs DO NOT CHANGE THE SBC’s 
NAME! The name 'Christian' was prob­
ably first used with contempt by those who 
used it with reference to Christ's followers. 
It just isn't enough to say that we should 
change the name of our Convention be­
cause there is a word in it that is offensive 
to "many people who grew up in other 
sections" of the country.

As for associations, we ought not to 
forget that the term “United States" is. in 
some minds, associated with 'imperialism,' 
'aggression,' 'invasion,' 'racism,' etc., but, 
as far as I know, it is not suggested that 
we change the name of our country.

Mr. Chaney says that the word "south­
ern" has social, economic, and sectional 
overtones that make it a hinderance to 
preaching. The Apostle Paul said, “For 
the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness;” (1 Cor. 1:18). The 
preaching of the gospel arouses all kinds 
of hinderances, and if there are those who 
are determined to associate the “Southern 
Baptist" with various stereotypes, they will 

not cease tc do so with a change of name.
Andther suggestion is to change our 

name for purposes of strategy. I have 
always been under the impression that our 
affirmed purpose was to address the mes­
sage of Jesus Christ to this entire world, 
as stated in the “Great Commission.” If 
we are looking for a name to define our 
strategy, then something like 'THE 
WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF COOPERA­
TIVE BAPTIST" is more appropriate. (I 
am not suggesting this name at all.)

I am aware that there are problems 
here at home in the area of pioneer mis­
sions, and, really, home missions in gen­
eral, but I am afraid of the "undertones" 
that are suggested. The brethren of the 
South are aware that race relations is a 
global problem, and that here at home 
the Northern cities have had their prob­
lems, and the far Western cities have had 
their problems, and if our Convention 
uses this 'wedge' to suggest a change of 
name, then the opening may become larger 
than expected.

If we drop the 'Southern' tag we might 
get the people of the North, East, and 
West to appreciate us more, and again, 
we might not. We might gain some status 
in those areas where the name “Southern" 
conjures up some fantastic ideas, and again 
we might not.

The name "Southern Baptist" is not the 
only name by which our 'distinctives' and 
our methods could be known, but it is the 
name by which they have been known for 
over 100 years, and what I have read and 
heard on the subject of change does not 
convince me that it is necessary to change.

Our purpose is to win men to Christ, to 
leach and train them for effective Chris­
tian service, and to channel their services 
through our churches, if we can; then let 
us get on with our commitment. As our 
very able leader in Evangelism has said, 
"We need to give more preparation and 
time to our revivals, and we need to make 
our members aware of the challenge and 
opportunity to witness.” Our failure is not 
to be attributed to our name, but to our 
lack of earnest concern for the lost, and an 
earnest effort to win them to Christ. When 
we witness to a lost person, we do not at­
tempt to win him to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, but to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Charles M. Case 
Shiprock. New Mexico

• The name Charles Chaney came up 
with is good, but I like Missionary Baptist 
Convention, USA. We have so many dif­
ferent types of Baptists, that we should be 
so proud of our name “missionary" that 
we would want to be distinguished from 
all the rest by this one. important word.

Mrs. Robert Snodgrass 
Centertown. Ky.

Correction!
The May issue incorrectly identifies Ken­

neth Burke, Jr. Burke will be serving on 
the staff of Johenning Center but not 
under Metropolitan Baptist Church. The 
Johenning Center is owned and operated 
by the District of Columbia Baptist Con­
vention and the Home Mission Board. 
Burke will assist Miss Edna Woofter.

Clovis A. Brantley
Mission Centers Director, HMB
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EDITORIAL THE EXECUTIVE’S WORD /
/ By Arthur B. Rutledge 

________________________Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

Can Churches Bring Renewal?
I simply argue that the cross be raised again at the 

center of the marketplace as well as on the steeple of the 

church. I am recovering the claim that Jesus was not 

crucified in a cathedral between two candles, but on a 

cross between two thievfe; on the town garbage heap; at 

a crossroad so cosmopolitan that they had to write his 
»

title in Hebrew and in Latin and in Greek ... at the kind 

of place where cynics talk smut, and thieves curse, and 

soldiers gamble. Because that is where he died. And that 

is what he died about. And that is where churchmen 

ought to be, and what churchmen should be about.

George MacLeod*

•(Reprinted from God h For Real, Man by Cari F. Burke)

Much is being written and spoken about the present 

condition and the future effectiveness of the churches. 
Some contemporary voices and pens despair of the 
church.

Admittedly there are problems. Every denomination 
and practically every congregation has its burden of 
inactive and ineffective members, resident and/or non­
resident. Sometimes churches are timid and irrelevant. 
Their concerns may be largely otherworldly though they 
are situated in the midst of desperate needs in this 
world. Frequently churches seem to be more concerned 
about conducting services than rendering service.

What can be done? Must the spiritual renewal needed 
in our day be realized outside the churches, or can it 
come within the churches? As one who accepts Jesus 
Christ as Lord of the churches and of all men, I must 
register my confidence in the churches.

The church is divine in origin. Jesus established it 
(Matt. 16:18). Christ loved the church enough to give 
his life for it (Eph. 5:25). The church is the true home 
of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:22). As such it is unique 
among human institutions.

The church, as the body of Christ (Col. 1:18), is to 
represent him in the world. It is to demonstrate and pro­
claim his love for God-forgetting, earthbound, lonely, 
wicked, suffering men and women. The mission of the 
church in a general sense becomes the mission of each 
Christian congregation. We are his witnesses (Acts 1:8).

We must see people as persons, without reference to 
economic, educational, racial, moral, cultural, or other 
external circumstances. Christ gave himself for all men; 
we must devise ways of sharing the gospel with all.

Such an attitude toward persons will have bearing on 
a church’s physical location. Should the church in a 
rapidly changing community relocate or stay where it is?

Hundreds of churches have asked this question. Many 
have chosen to move to apparently greater opportunities. 
Others have chosen to remain but have refused to serve 
the immediate church community. Still others have 
chosen to stay ana make special efforts to minister to 
the people living nearby. 1

Some churches, I believe, should move. Others, snould 
they move, will leave a vast number of people who need 
the loving service of a Christian church. Often the people 
in a transitional community are not the same econom­
ically or culturally as those who established the church 
decades earlier. But they are persons, possibly more 
numerous than ever before, and persons with urgent, 
unmet spiritual and moral needs.

Such concern for persons will require some churches 
to restructure their activities. Besides the time-tested 
programs of worship, preaching, teaching, and witness, 
many churches are adding such weekday ministries as 
medical and dental, recreational and counseling services; 
.sewing and cooking, ceramic and woodwork classes. 
Provisions are made for youth and children, for senior 
citizens and busy parents. All such activities include the 
spiritual dimension. Many churches are doing this within 
their own buildings, largely unused between Sundays. 
Others have established a center in a nearby building. 
These churches are a source of spiritual blessing to many 
persons whom they would not otherwise reach.

I am confident that the world has not outgrown its 
need for the churches. Our Master has not withdrawn 
his commission. The Spirit continues to speak to the 
churches (see Rev. 2 and 3) and work through the 
churches.

With an enlarged sense of mission and a renewed 
commitment to the divine purposes for the churches, we 
may well find the most inspiring days of service by our 
denomination and by all Christian groups to lie just ahead.
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Churches need to stop "viewing with 
alarm” and start programs designed to 
reach youth in street clubs and gangs 
even though they might be tearing up 
their communities.

Too mijny churches take the fur-lined 
approaclffo serve "easy-to-reach” youth 
and make note of the “hard-to-reach" 
only in sermons or official pronounce­
ments.

One Southern Baptist leader thinks 
it is time for churches to leave their 
stereotyped, narrow concepts of the 
traditional ministry and move into new 
and daring programs that will meet the 
needs of the growing, urbanized areas. 
He cited the juvenile gang as just one 
need.

Lowell F. Lawson of the department 
of social work in the School of Educa­
tion of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisvillq thinks the prob­
lem of juvenile gangs will confront 
more and more of our churches as so­
ciety moves toward urbanization and 
the teen-age population approaches the 
22 million figure by 1970.

From the youth’s viewpoint, it is the 
church that is hard to reach—so, how 
can it be most easily accessible and in 
tune with the needs of these youth?

Lawson defined a gang as a loosely- 
organized group of individuals, usually 
characterized as being anti-social, hos­
tile, given to violence or destruction in 
some form, non-accepting of limits, 
anti-adult, resentful of authoritarian 
approaches, and suspicious. Especially, 
does he emphasize suspicious.

REACHING
THE JUVENILE GANG

Southern Baptists are working with 
gangs, Lawson is quick to point out, 
but it is mckfjy through mission pro­
grams staffeu by missionaries, Fvith 
churches standing .off as though the 
gangs did not exist. Lawson thinks part 
of the reason is the difficulty of getting 
quick results or measurable success, 
something that does not come easy with 
the juvenile gang.

Many people hold off from the gangs 
because they consider them different or 
"incongruous” with normal society, he 
says, but a closer evaluation of their 
behaviour shows they seek to meet the 
same needs everyone is interested in— 
acceptance, belonging, a positive iden­
tity, and the opportunity to participate. 
Where most people are successful in 
meeting these needs, the juvenile in the 
gang had found himself rejected, ostra­
cized, and with a negative identity.

This points up a problem most 
church leaders have with the juvenile 
gang—they think in negative terms al­
most entirely. Lawson pointed out posi­
tive aspects of the gangs, such as the 
cohesion of the group, fellowship, bond, 
a system which permits decisions to be 
made, a system of leadership, group 
loyalty, enthusiasm, energy, and a com­
mon commitment. These are the same 
qualities everyone seeks for groups to 
which he belongs. These factors are 
usually not seen in the gangs because 
of the ends toward which these groups 
strive, ends which are violent or ob­
noxious to most people. Church leaders 
become so concerned about cleaning up 

the flood waters that they overlook the 
rainbow in the sky.

Enlarging on the positive aspects, 
Lawson says intimate group association 
with one’s peers is a primary need dur­
ing adolescence and a common human 
need throughout life. During the teens 
when young people are beginning to 
count less on family and more on per­
sons of their own age group, this need 
becomes especially urgent.

Every group also creates a structure 
for leadership and a code of ethics in 
addition to a reason or set of reasons 
for its formation. When the group de­
velops out of protest and even attack 
on the established culture, belonging to 
it may not be healthful or conducive to 
social adjustment. However, the satis­
factions of belonging may be there. 
The pleasures of joint action may be 
present. But, when the reasons behind 
group formation come from a sense of 
rejection, frustration, and dissatisfac­
tion on the part of members, and the 
leadership is despotic, negative values 
far outweigh the positive.

Once a person succeeds in separating 
the positive from the negative charac­
teristics in the gang, then he can be 
more enthusiastic about the chances for

THE GREEN POINT GENTS, a New 
York gang, has made US-2 ap­
pointee LibbyToberts an honorary 
member. Winning their confidence 
is the first step she has taken in her 
witness to them. Home Missions6



success in working with these groups. 
However, Lawson thinks' any realistic 
evaluation of the situation will tell that 
recognition of these strengths is a "fur 
piece down the road" from the time 
when the gang is able to use these to 
attain socially-acceptable goals.

Because the gang members are sus­
picious of outsiders, the worker usually 
finds himself in the position of the wild 
life photographer who must wait quietly 
for long periods of time, never at any 
time threatening the safety or the do­
main of the object he wishes to photo­
graph. The person who works with the 
gang will spend the greatest part of his 
time in the early stages simply trying to 
get as close to the group as he can, 
while at the same time not creating too 
much suspicion*among the gang mem­
bers.

As an example, Lawson told of an 
experience he had as a group worker at 
East End Neighborhood House in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Seeking to reach teen­
agers on the fringes of the community, 
he prepared handbills that he thought 
they would eagerly snatch up. He set 
out one cool October evening, with grey 
trench coat pulled tightly around him. 
Through the window of a malt shop 
he sighted his first group gathered at 
a juke box. Strolling into the store and 
attempting to appear casual, he Stopped 
at the fountain and ordered a coke. In 
just a few minutes several of the boys 
left. One remained, listening to the last 
strains of the tune. Finishing the rest of 
his coke, he moved toward the youth, 
who started for the door. It looked as 
though he would miss even him, so he 
stepped into his pathway and said, “Hi. 
“I’m Lowell from East End. Can 1 give 
you a copy of our program schedule? 
I think maybe we’ve got something 
going you’d enjoy.”

With a relieved expression, the boy 
said, “Is that who you are? We thought 
you were a cop!” A natural conclusion 
from the grey coat, the single man out 
at night, dropping in where the group 
who had been in trouble were con­
gregating.

The mistrust such youths have of 

adults leads to missed opportunities. 
Such happened, Lawson said, when two 
adults who sang and played guitars 
offered their services to work with 
the young people at the settlement 
house. They had six, teen-singing quar­
tets, and Lawson told one of the better 
groups about the offer. However, mem­
bers of this group were community 
problems and defensive. Immediately 
they asked, "What’s the catch? What’s 
in it for us?" They would think about 
it. Six weeks later they came asking to 
work out with the two adults, but by 
this time they had offered their services 
and had been accepted by another 
agency.

The earlier a gang is reached the 
greater are the chances for success. 
Also, the younger the age of the gang 
members the more favorable the odds. 
Realistically speaking, although the 
courts may not classify a 16 or 17 year 
old as an adult, socially, physically, 
emotionally, and in other ways they are 
in fact adults. The attitudes and actions 
of these persons often belie their years. 
They are accustomed to a hard life, and 
out of this hard life has come a spirit 
and an outlook on life that is not easily 
modified. ,

Most agencies are placing their em­
phases- on the younger gangs, those be­
tween the ages of 10 and 15. This is 
because the problems may be mbre 
easily handled, attitudes more quickly 
changed, and the aspects of the work 
can be more preventive rather than 
rehabilitative. Possibly it is because 
staffs are short and funds are not avail­
able in large quantity; but whatever the 
reason, most work in this area has 
been done with younger age groups.

With the young groups, effefctive 
changes are possible in gang behavior; 
in fact, gangs can be completely elimi­
nated as new interests replace the old 
for the boys, Lawson said. With older 
groups, very often the best the worker 
can hope for is a "holding action.” That 
is, for a period of time he may be able 
to bring about a decline in delinquent 
behavior; but very often the relative calm 
is shattered by more serious outbreaks. 
Some factors responsible for this are 
such things as unemployment among the 
older boys, great periods of unoccupied 
time, and the greater demands for money 
and material possessions—problems of 
lesser consequence for younger boys.

There are two roads open to the 
Christian as he works with these gangs, 
according to Lawson. The first is the 
silent witness of his life. Because in his 
relationships with these boys they will 
see the absence of many of the sinful 

aspects of the community around them, 
the Christian will be noticed as being of 
a different nature. An example occurred 
at the Baptist Center in Louisville. One 
of the staff, a seminary student, had 
worked for more than two years with a 
group of pre-delinquent boys. Through 
his life, they came to know him as a 
friend who was deeply interested in 
them. As the group was returning from 
a field trip to a state park, one of the boys 
who had evidently been doing some 
thinking the past week, turned to Dave 
and said, “Are you a Christian?” This 
gave the leader an opportunity to discuss 
this basic and vital issue with the entire 
group. He has never preached to the 
group, but he has tried to let his life 
shine as a Christian witness. At Christ­
mas time he presented each boy with a 
New Testament which he signed per­
sonally. This gift had very special mean­
ing because of the depth of the relation­
ship which had developed. He recently 
took them to see The Restless Ones.

The other area of approach is at a 
time of crisis in the life of a gang mem­
ber or the group as a whole, Lawson said. 
This is not new to any who have seen 
how close people draw to God at critical 
times in their lives. Many gang mem­
bers have no understanding adult to 
whom they can turn in time of crisis. 
They cannot find the strength they seek 
in the group. A worker who has come 
to share their confidence stands in a 
unique position at this time. Again, this 
opportunity may not present itself often; 
but helping in crisis makes all the wait­
ing in the world worthwhile.

Lawson cites four principles for effec­
tive work with juvenile gangs.

I. Contact needs to be made on the 
home grounds of the gang members. 
Consequently, the person who antici­
pates enrolling a gang in his basketball 
league, interesting the boys in a weight­
lifting class, or offering them a meeting 
place at the church is going to be dis­
appointed when these seemingly inviting 
propositions are turned down.

Why is this? First of all, these kids 
often are determined to prove that they 
don’t need anyone or anything else— 
that they are self-sufficient. All they 
want to do can be done within the 
framework of their own world. Second, 
community centers, churches, and other 
similar facilities have become identified 
by the boys as symbolic of everything 
they resent. These buildings are run by 
the “good guys." The community who 
has rejected therrwean’t be trusted. They 
don’t want anything to do with it. 
Third, the freedom of the streets is 
much more preferable to the confine­

ment of the church, the center, the 
gymnasium, or the weight-lifting room. 
These all bring with them the connota­
tion of limits, which the gang wants 
nothing at all to do with.

II. Contact with the group must 
often be made by just one person. 
Again, this minimizes the threat to the 
security of the gang.

Once the initial suspicions of the 
group are overcome and a somewhat 
tenuous relationship has been formed, 
the battle has just begun. The worker 
can anticipate a great deal of testing on 
the part of the group to find out the 
degree of his sincerity, how great his 
involvement in the group will be, what 
his real "angle” is in working with the 
group, and anything else they may not 
have answered to their complete satis­
faction. The worker can expect the 
group to be at their worst during these 
initial stages in the group. They may 
try to shock, embarrass, and otherwise 
attempt to make the worker feel as 
uncomfortable as possible until such 
time as they have decided this "guy is 
okay." The worker can expect much 
hostility and resentment in the early 
stages of the group, inasmuch as the 
gang sees this person as a "do-gooder," 
a “preacher” (in the sense that he wants 
to tell them how to behave), or some­
one else who represents everything the 
group resents in society. The worker 
will serve as a means of releasing much 
of their pent-up feelings of hostility, 
and his interest initially will be con­

strued as an open invitation to take him 
apart psychologically.

III. Although the value system of 
the group may differ from the worker’s, 
this does not mean it is entirely wrong. 
So often church members are guilty of 
insisting that those to whom they min­
ister must give up all that they hold 
near and dear and take on a completely 
new way of life. Sometimes church 
members are so blocked at the language 
that is used that they do not hear what 
the people are saying. Sometimes 
church members are so impressed with 
their own piety that they overlook the 
simple faith of another. If one is to 
reach those who are so much outside 
of his own norms for social functioning, 
he does not begin by demolishing the 
foundations on which they stand.

Rather, accept them as they stand, 
and from within begin a rebuilding 
process. The task is similar to that of 
the man who seeks to restore a deteri­
orated building to a useable condition. 
He does not begin by razing the foun­
dation, allowing the walls and roof to 
crumble down in a heap of useless, 
rubble. Instead, he carefully evaluates

GETTING THINGS STRAIGHT, fol­
lowing a little disagreement during 
activities at the church the night 
before, Libby Roberts talks with 
members of the Green Point Gents, 
Burt O'Donell and Chester Pasieka. 

the strengths of the building, decides 
where he can first begin to tear away 
the old materials, without harming the 
basic foundational structures, and then 
carefully tears out the old, useless areas, 
strengthens weak areas that are salvage­
able. As much as is possible, he leaves 
the building untouched except for a 
little cleaning and scrubbing to reveal 
the old beauty as originally constructed. 
How wrong to approach a gang with 
the attitude that it will need complete 
remaking. Christians must be careful to 
discern the qualities that need to be 
brought out as well as those that need 
replacing.

IV. Basically, the gang is composed 
of individuals who are weak in many 
areas of functioning, socially and psy­
chologically, and separately they are 
insecure individuals. The gang can pre­
sent an awesome, frightening picture 
indeed, if seen only as a totality. The 
person who fails to individualize cannot 
hope to make headway with the gang, 
or any other group for that matter. If 
the worker can concentrate on estab­
lishing relationships with the individual 
members of the gang, interpreting to 
each his motives, and convincing them 
of his sincere interest in them, the 
cumulative effect will be for a much 
better group prognosis. The worker 
will need to concentrate on marginal 
contacts with group members, that is, 
by meeting them alone, in pairs, in 
their homes, at drugstores, and wherever 
they may hang out.

Home Missions
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Churches
Problems

and Ex-cons
on Both Sides

W HEN seminary professor William 
S. Garmon asked an ex-prisoner if 
he believed in God, he replied:

“Of course I do. It’s just the church 
I don’t believe in. You people talk 
the talk>but*you don’t walk the walk.”

The ex-prisoner went on to point 
out pother problem Garmon has 
long since found to be true: the atti­
tude of the church toward prisoners 
is a greater problem than the atti­
tude of prisoners toward the church.

“Only about 12 percent of the 
people who commit crimes are ever 
convicted, and yet we tend to take our 
vengence out on this small percent­
age,” Garmon said. “Our churches 
are full of those who commit white 
collar crimes every day, and yet no 
one seems to be too concerned about 
it.”

“I’m convinced we need a new 
look at our attitude toward those 
who are imprisoned, and a new look 
at forgiveness.”

Southern Baptists are in the midst 
of a new look and Garmon, pro­
fessor of social ethics at New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
is heading up the study. He took 
leave from the seminary in Septem­
ber, 1965 and he will submit to a 
committee of the Home Mission 
Board this summer a suggested for­
mat for a ministry tt> ex-prisoners.

What can be done to reduce the 
number of ex-prisoners who are re­
turned to prison every year (30-50 
percent, depending on whose esti­
mate you read)? Ninety-eight per­
cent of those who enter prison are 
set free sooner or later—will they 

10

accept the church? More important­
ly, will the church accept them? 
These are some of the questions 
Garmon was commissioned to probe, 
and hisTlndings so far are yot en­
couraging.

Garmon has crisscrossed the coun­
try, visited prisons and jails in six 
states and scores of “after-cate" in­
stitutions to gather what boils down 
to “a terrible amount of misinforma­
tion about what happens to people 
after they get out of jail."

“Most people don’t want anything 
to do with employing an ex-prisoner, 
and no one will invite one to church," 
he said. “One prisoner even told me 
that when he went with th^ prison 
director to talk to some church peo­
ple about working with ex-prisoners 
that a woman got up and said:*‘I 
don’t want an ex-con sitting by my 
daughter.’ ”

“Women are scared their daugh­
ters will be raped, even though less 
than two percent of those in prisons 
were convicted of this type of crime,” 
Garmon said.

So, on the one hand, people feel 
threatened by the ex-prisoner, even 
though they don’t know where the 
nearest prison is or what’s going on 
inside, and on the other hand, pris­
oners and ex-prisoners think preach­
ers and “church people" don’t under­
stand.

Recently, Garmon sat in on a 
group therapy session at a church- 
sponsored halfway house. There 
were men who had served time for 
drug addiction, auto theft, and for­
gery, and two young probationers, 

one an addict and the other just a 
rebel against authority. -

“The group leader was a three­
time loser who had been the full 
route of addiction between the ages 
of nine and 17,” Garmon said. “He 
skillfully lead each man to examine 
his own irresponsible living in what 
at times seemed a merciless baring 
of the souk-ip a search for honesty. 
Acceptance of each man'as he was, 
but with the expectations of a change 
in life style to responsible living, was 
kept before the group.”

Most middle-class churchgoers 
would have been offended by the 
language, Garmon said, but it com­
municated. And even more import­
ant, he pointed out, the men talked 
honestly and frankly about their 
problems and their needs.

“When, in churches, has a man 
publicly bared his soul in open con­
fession?" Garmon asked. “How often 
does one find a supportive fellow­
ship that would make such honesty 
possible?”

It’s in this area of atmosphere, 
Garmon said, that churches can play 
an important role. In fact, he said, 
the first step in any formal effort to 
aid ex-prisoners will be for churches 
and church members to react in a 
Christ-like way to people who are 
trying to orient themselves to * 
unconcerned society.

“While the needs of this group can 
be generalized as acceptance, jobs, 
housing, clothing, and so on, the be­
ginning point for our churches and 
church members is to recognize our 
own sin in the matter and to acceptHome Missions 

the releasees as human beings. 
Churches should be the first to offer 

' a haven, a starting place for those
leaving prison."

"People need to understand,” he 
continued, “that parole is not leni­
ency—it’s a matter of helping a man 
adjust to society under some means 
of control. Sufficient funds for parole 
operations have not been provided 
in many cases, parole officers have 
been overburdened, and this is what 
has brought a bad name to the parole 
and probation systems."

In many of the jails and prisons 
he visited, Garmon discovered that 
in most instances there were no re­
habilitation activities. “A large per­
centage of our prisons are just hold­
ing operations,” he said. “Politicians 
are not interested in them; in fact, 
no one really is opting for these 
people.”

Guards often are the nearest to 
correctional officers many prisons 
have to offer, Garmon said, and in 
many state prisons, guards start off 
at less than $200 a month. “You 
can imagine the training you get for 
that price,” he commented.

Garmon hopes eventually that in­
dividual churches will begin pro­
viding personnel for a ministry to 
ex-prisoners that will be directed on 
a nation-wide or statewide level by 
professional people.

"We don’t need ‘pros’ to do all 
the work, necessarily; but there must 
be professional direction," he said. 
‘ I’ve discovered that volunteer pro­
grams start everyday, die everyday. 
Too many programs start on the
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interest of one individual; and when 
the individual’s interest dies, the 
program dies.”

There is a void in society that 
churches can step in to fill, however, 
Garmon said; but it must be an edu­
cated approach—"no fanatics on 
white chargers railing against the 
institutions, etc."

“People with wrong motives can 
create real problems," he $aid. "This 
work takes a great deal of love and 
perseverance—you can get disillu­
sioned quickly. And if someone goes 
in for 'spiritual scalps,’ he’ll find the 
con men who will 'take a dive for 
Jesus’ if they think they can get 
something out of it.”

What are Southern Baptists doing 
now? Scarcely anything, as near as 
Garmon can tell. jfn fact, he has had 
to concentrate his study in the North­
east and Midwest because there was 
such little activity—church or state- 
inspired—in the Southeast, or Bible 
Belt regions.

"There is some work going on, 
but I’m convinced that we're really 
not doing anything in this area,

Results of Garmon's investigations will be shared with churches in the 
convention. If you or your church are involved in an organized ministry to 
ex-prisoners, write to:

William S. Garmon 
3939 Gentilly Blvd.
New Orleans, La. 70126

Garmon said. “The major problem 
is that most people feel threatened 
by ex-prisoners, even though they 
don’t know where the prisons are or 
do not have any concern for what 
goes on inside."

There are some motions in the 
right direction, however, he pointed 
out: states are becoming/more in­
terested in correctional and after­
care service; some religious groups, 
such as the Yokefellows, are showing 
an interest in halfway houses; and 
the work release bill signed last sum­
mer by President Johnson will allow 
some federal prisoners to get out and 
work under supervision, in effect 
serving their time at nights and on 
weekends.

"Some words of Paul have haunted 
me as 1 have made this study," 
Garmon said: “‘Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ’ ” (Gal. 
6:1-2).



How One 
Association

Responds
By JACQUELINE DURHAM

Decatur, Georgia

The man was a church member— 
but he broke a law for which he earned 
a prison cell. Like t)vo-thirds of Ameri­
cans who go to prison, he was not con­
victed of a violent crime; nevertheless 
he would always bear the stigma bf 
“serving time.”

His church did not contact him, and 
to his knowledge was not concerned 
about him. If Had turned against him 
because of his error. Chances are slim 
that he wdj respond to rehabilitation 
efforts, say prison experts. The biggest 
obstacle he will have to overcome is the 
fact that the one group he would have 
expected to be concerned for him at 
this dreadful time—his church—has 
shown no concern.

The Christian church would seem 
the natural liaison between the prisoner 
and rehabilitative measures within the 
institution. But only random churches 
have sought to fulfill this need.

Churches in the Columbus .Baptist 
Association in Georgia illustrate what 
can be done. The association has a full- 
time worker who maintains contact 
with prison inmates and confined juve­
niles. When a man is ready for release 
to the Columbus area, R. C. Johnson 
discovers his vocational interest and 
then contacts a church or Christian 
businessman to arrange for a job and 
a place to live.

“I want to ask you something,” said 
one old inmate at Reidsville penitenti­
ary, after more than a year of contact 
with Johnson.

“All right," Johnson replied.
"Who pays you?" the inmate ques­

tioned. (All those months “I had su­
spected his motive," the inmate said 
later. 'I had been watching him; he 
proved he was sincere . . . But I had 
gone down so far, I wouldn't have 
nothing to do with him.")

The old man revealed a life of crime 
and alcoholism that started with steal­
ing cars as a teen-ager and later led to 
bootlegging.

“I grew up in a Christian home," he 
said. "None of the family has ever been 
in trouble except me.”

He had left home, had married three 
times, and h» been in and out^ot 
prison since 1928 when he met Johnson 
while being held in Columbus for an­
other county. After a trial for a holdup, 
he was sent to Reidsville where Johnson 
maintained contact, expressing interest 
in the inmate whenever he saw him.

One day the man sent word that he 
wanted to see Johnson. Again he asked 
Johnson his motive. “I did have a 
motive," said Johnson: "I wanted you 
to be a Christian.” The old man was 
interested but still wary. Johnson con­
tinued to visit him, bringing books to 
help him understand, encouraging'- his 
thinking, and discussing Scriptures with 
him.

One day Johnson waited for him but 
he didn't show up. The inmate was in 
the hospital.

"I lay there . . . doing some real 
thinking," he said. "I can’t describe it, 
but I said to myself, ‘You’d better do 
something about it. You've wasted too 
many years.’ I crawled out of bed and 
went down on my knees and stayed 
there 'til I felt that I’d been forgiven.”

Out of the hospital, the 63-year-old 
inmate waited in line to see Johnson. 
He grasped his hand and said, "Every­
thing is all right."

The man is now out of prison, work­
ing at a rescue mission in Columbus, 
Ga., sharing his experiences and his 
witness with other men.

“My one regret is that I didn’t wake 
up many years ago io I could do some 
good," he says sadly. Perhaps if 

churches had sent men like R. C. John­
son to prisons years ago, his life and 
others could have been salvaged.

Why has the church not grasped this 
opportunity for service to a needy seg­
ment of mankind sooner? The question 
is too involved for a simple answer. 
Perhaps the church has not known how 
to meet the needs of a man in prison 
and has honestly felt that “It is not 
enough to do good; one must do it in 
the right way."

Perhaps the church has not felt that 
it could have a function beyond the 
support of chaplains, in the seemingly 
complex structure of prison systems.

What can the church do? James. V. 
Bennett, director of the Bureau of Pris­
ons of the United States Department of 
Justice says: “One of the things which 
the hometown or community pastor can 
do, which is of great value, is to main­
tain correspondence with inmates 
throughout their stay in the institution, 
providing news and information regard­
ing the home church and its activities. 
The local pastor can . . . work with 
the families in the solution of the prob­
lems which they experience during the 
absence of a husband or father."

Mr. Bennett also suggests that a pas­
tor may extend help to individual in­
mates through the resident chaplain. 
According to Mr. Bennett’s experience, 
“The rehabilitative process breaks down 
at the point of relating the offender to 
the church when he returns to the com­
munity.” He says many inmates, who 
have participated actively in religious 
programs in the institution, fail to iden­
tify with the church after their release. 
This would indicate a need for congre­
gations to prepare themselves to wel­
come the released offender as an indi­
vidual and assure him of their willing­
ness to assist him.

In Baptist Center with A Waiting List: 

Inner-city 
Dwellers

“Do it
Themselves”

PHOTOS BY L. 0. GRIFFITH

“If they ever write an epitaph on my grave I don’t want 
it to be: 'the budget was increased this much, and the 
building was expanded this much:' then in little letters: 
‘she reached one soul for Christ’ "—Anne Davis, Lexing­
ton Baptist Community Center

TEXT BY WALKER L. KNIGHT

T he talents and creativeness of hard-pressed, inner- 
city dwellers of Lexington, Ky., have developed a unique 
people’s program that lets them meet their own needs 
their way.

The physical space, equipment, and some financing is . 
provided by the Baptist Community Center, which has 
captured a 100-year-old Georgian mansion in the original 
subdivision of the Kentucky capital and is giving the old 
house some of the best years of its life.

Taking the lead with the center, and sometimes just 
stepping out of the way, is Anne Davis, a young Baptist 
missionary with ideas and concepts that could revolu­
tionize what Southern Baptists are doing (or not doing) 
in the inner cities of America.

“The thing that brought me to the mission field and 
especially to the inner city was the strength I saw under 
the camouflage, not the problems under camouflage as in 
suburbia,” she says in her rapid, earnest way of talking.

“I think we can rebuild the inner city if we as Southern 
Baptists are willing to recognize that the city has strength 
to rebuild itself.”

—Griffith is director of the Division of Communication, HMB. 
Knight is editor, Home Missions Magazine.

She backs such strong words with even stronger deeds. 
For example, the teen program is self-supporting. Youth 
from 15 to 17 organize their own clubs, set their own 
dues, contribute work to the center, and finance anything 
special they want.

when senior-year, out-of-town trips proved too costly 
for any of them to participate, they started a work proj­
ect to finance their own trip. Eventually, more than 
$2,000 was earned, which financed a trip to Washington, 
D.C., and covered the expenses for Miss Davis.

“We need to quit stressing the weaknesses of these 
people and start stressing their strengths,” she says with 
emphasis. “Quite often the weakness is there because the 
churches left the area years ago. I’m not here because 
the families are weak, but the families are weak because 
I wasn’t here years ago.”

Sure, she can list the problems—dope addiction with 
benzadrine, teen-age vandalism, missing parents, alco­
holism, and you name it, she can find it. A few days ago 
four youths standing on her porch could account for more 
than $100,000 in destroyed public property.

There’s no problem of vandalism at the Baptist Com­
munity Center, however, “because the building is theirs. 
They helped put it together.”
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. I’m not here because the families are weak, but the

families are weak because I wasn t here years ago.

The teen-agers came one day asking for a recreation 
area. Miss Davis pointed to the small downstairs dirt 
cellar, and said, “O.K., dig!” Dig they did, and with some 
help from the Brotherhood of the Baptist Association they 
finished out an excellent playroom.

Early in her work with the center, Miss Davis had brought 
the older teen-agers in for activities and recreation. One day 
they asked her for the keys to the woodworking shop, and 
after a few minutes they returned to confront her with, 
"We’re being slighted.”

She immediately became defensive, and asked, "What do 
you mean, slighted?”

“We’re not having Bible study.”
"Is that it? 1'11 go right now and start looking for a man to 

teach you."
“We’ve already decided that, too. Remember Marshall 

Knightcurt at the bailgame? We want him.”
"Look, fellows. This man is a postman. He teaches in my 

church. He is in charge of recreation, has four children of 
his own, and is paying for a new home. Don’t be disap­
pointed if he can’t come.”

“Call him anyway!"
She picked up the phone and relayed the conversation she 

had just had t6 Knightcurt, adding, "Now Marshall, I know 
you are busy . . .”

“Stop," he answered, "you know I have never been able 
to get those boys off my mind since that ball game. I almost 
called you to ask if I could work with them."

Now, four years later, both he and his wife are involved; 
and he has taken over the boys’ club program. He says, “I 
know this is where God has called me to be."

Marshall also illustrates another principle by which Miss 
Davis operates the center—she feels a responsibility to give 
every Baptist in the area a chance to be a missionary where 
he is. “Your feet don’t determine whether or not you are a 
missionary, it's your heart.” Some 80 people respond with 
from a half-day to a day of service a month in the center’s 
many programs.

It’s not surprising that the center has people waiting to 
use its services. The annual attendance exceeds 15,000 a 
year, with an enrollment of some 500. Only about 350 are 
in the regular club groups, and others are helped with re­
ferrals, visitation or counseling.

The center has had a waiting list since 1961. "We want 
to take only those we can really serve. To just bring in 
hoards of people without getting to know them is not theo­
logically sound," she says.

Most of the work falls into one of four categories: (1) 
friendship groups, comprised of people who knew each other 
before coming to the center, and whose relationships are 
used to build mothers’ clubs, etc. (2) age-group clubs, 
made up mostly of the pre-teen-agerr (3) teen-agers, who 
are divided into two groups and number some 100, and 
(4) young citizens club, youth out of school and working.

Two staff members assist Miss Davis. They are RuthHome Missions June, 1966

WRESTLING WITH A COMMON PROBLEM, Miss Davis 
and leaders of one of the teen-age groups plan activi­

ties for a Tuesday night teen age meeting. This is one 
center that majors on self-direction.

Smith from Knoxville, Tenn., and Mary Poe, a Kentuckian 
appointed by the Home Mission Board as one of the first 
US-2 volunteers.

Baptists of every level are involved in the center, with the 
Home Mission Board appointing the staff and sharing with 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention in their salaries. The Elk­
horn Baptist Association cares for the rest of the expenses, 
and in fact, has invested more than $100,000 in the center.

Miss Davis and her staff consider they have two programs. 
One is at the building and the other is in the community. 
"Most of us get bogged down within four walls," she likes 
to say. "Missionaries condemn the world for not being in­
volved, when we have not been involved either.”

Not Miss Davis and her staff. They work at improvement 
of the community (one city official called it “meddling") 
with street lights, housing, working on neighborhood coun­
cils, with officials of the war on poverty, etc. Miss Davis 

herself serves on the Lexington Social Planning Committee.
The staff also attempts to involve the people of the center 

in community matters. When one group of young people 
attended the school board meeting for the first time, the 
Lexington superintendent wanted to know if they were pro­
test workers. It was the first time young people had showed 
any interest in what the school board was doing. He was as­
sured they were not militant.

"If a street is dark, there arc two ways to light it," she 
points out, "spiritually and materially. We need to see both 
aspects. If they ever write an epitaph on my grave I don't 
want it to be ‘the budget was increased this much, and the 
building was expanded this much, then in little letters, ‘she 
reached one soul for Christ.' "

Southern Baptists need to move into the total community, 
out of a building center program into a community center 
program. She says, "I hope we can sense what real success
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US-2 APPOINTEE, Mary Poe, is one of the staff mem­
bers of the Lexington Center, and has served nearly a 
year of her two-year term. Home Missions

A TOAST TO JUST FUN comes from a group of the 
teen-agers during one of the center's open house re­
ceptions.

and achievement is in terms of the Holy Spirit."
People often ask her if she would not like a new building, 

and she somewhat shocks them with her, “No." She looks 
for the time when a church can be built in the area whose 
dream is not moving to suburbia, but staying and becoming 
the servant church.

She remembers an incident on that Washington trip fi­
nanced by the high school students. When the group reached 
the Washington Monument, the young people would not 
wait for the elevators and after the trip up and back down, 
she asked one, "What did you see?"

He said, “I saw a city.”
Miss Davis wants Southern Baptists to see the city this 

boy has seen. “The church has always known how to love 
people, but we’re just beginning to let people know how to 
love us. What we are attempting to do is not only to love the 
people but to give them someone to love. It is in this kW 
of sharing that we really get down to evangelism."



FOREWORD

J uvenile delinquency is one of the most disturbing and perplex­

ing contemporary problems of our nation. There is no easy 
solution, but we are followers of one who was concerned about 
the total well-being of every person. Christian compassion 
demands that we seek ways to help youth in trouble.

An increasing number of churches, associations, and state 
conventions are providing a ministry in this area. Many of these 
efforts are proving to be exceedingly productive in spiritual, 
moral, and social fruitage.

L. William Crews, from a background of Christian vocational 
commitment, theological and social work training, and effective 
service in this field, has prepared this booklet to assist groups 
to provide appropriate Services to youth and families in conflict.

It is our hope that many Baptist churches, associations and 
state conventions, as well as other groups, will find in this 
message a stimulus to loving Christian service in this crucial area.

Arthur B. Rutledge
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention
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A 
MODERN 
PARABLE

A certain lad went down from Childrensville to Adult City on the 
road of restless adolescence and fell among the thieves of moral 
carelessness who stripped him of his religious convictions, his moral 
principles and his dreams of what he might someday become. When 
they had beaten him and cast him by the roadside they placed a 
sign upon him that read "Juvenile Delinquent."

And by chance there came down a certain pastor that way; when 
he saw him he shook his head in dismay, "What a shame! How I 
thank God he is not one of my flock! Since I am late for my next 
engagement I must be on my way.” As he passed by on the other 
side he decided to sermonize on what he had seen on his most 
recent journey.

And likewise a certain layman when he was at the place came by 
and looked on him with great pity. "What are our young people 
coming to?" he said under his breath. The lad made a feeble effort 
to recover. The layman noted by his watch that he had an urgent 
appointment and hurried on his way to make the final transaction 
of a great sale of goods which - netted him much profit. At the 
luncheon club the following day he declared, "Let’s get someone to 
speak to us on juvenile delinquency.”

But a certain friend of youth, as he journeyed, came where he 
was: when he saw him there was a response of compassion; he went 
to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in the oil of love. The 
friend placed the lad in his automobile, brought him to the church, 
and cared for him, and on the morrow the friend of youth led his 
church and association to establish a juvenile rehabilitation work, 
and minister to all youth in need.

"Which now of these three thinkest thou was neighbor unto the 
lad that fell among the thieves?" You say, "He that showed mercy on 
him." Then said Jesus, "Go and do thou likewise."
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THE ROAD 
OF RESTLESS 
ADOLESCENCE

"The mushrooming problem of juvenile delinquency has been 
described as society's tirhe bomb."1 It is one of America's foremost 
moral and social problems. It strikes in homes of all walks of life, 
income and areas. All children, whether they be in your home, on 
your block or in your community are potential delinquents. "For all 
children have problems that may become too difficult for them to 
solve."2

THE PROBLEM OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Juvenile delinquency and crime are as old as man. "Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him" (Genesis 4:8). Ancient 
Egypt recorded the message in hieroglyphics, "The times are out of 
joint, children do not obey their elders."3 Society has always had the 
disturbing problem of socializing its children and the rehabilitating 
of the offending ones.

Juvenile delinquency has increased each year since 1949 with the 
exception of 1961. Approximately two percent of all children aged 
ten through seventeen are referred to the juvenile courts. When 
traffic cases are included the percentage risks to three point three 
percent.4 During the eight-year period, "the juvenile delinquency 
years," in which the juvenile court holds power over the conduct of 
youth, the probability that a boy or girl will appear in court is 
considerably increased over the number who appear in any one 
year. "Allowing for repeaters, who are involved in about one-third of 
the delinquency cases, it is roughly estimated that eleven percent 
(or about one in nine of all children) will be referred to juvenile 
courts for an act of delinquency (excluding traffic) prior to their 
eighteenth birthday ./Considering boys alone, the probability is much 
greater—about one in every six; for girls alone, much less—one in 
twenty-three."8 "The number of delinquent children may pe expected 
to increase. By 1970, it is estimated that youth, ages ten to nineteen, 
will number forty million, and by 1980 about forty-seven million."8
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Delinquency is primarily a boy's problem. Four times as many boys 
are referred to the courts as girls although the sex distribution 
in the general child population is almost equal. Boys are referred 
primarily for stealing, including theft of automobiles for temporary 
use, and malicious mischief, while girls are most often referred for 
running away, being ungovernable, stealing and sex offenses.

In addition to the children referred to the courts, approximately 
three times as many come to the attention of the police.

While juvenile delinquency is considered a major problem in the 
cities, there has been an alarming increase in the suburbs, semi- 
urban and rural areas in recent years. In 1964 the overall national 
increase was fourteen percent. The cities experienced a ten percent 
increase while the semi-urban and rural areas saw a twenty-four and 
twenty percent increase respectively.7

The greatest cost of delinquency is human life. Children appre­
hended by the police, referred to the courts, placed in an institution 
for an offense that was not serious can have a scarring effect. The 
most serious acts of delinquency are committed by youth with severe 
emotional maladjustments or character defects, and can only be 
helped through long term services.

"The financial cost is also high, with most of the payment for 
services coming directly from the taxpayer's pocket. The direct 
financial cost of public services required by delinquents—police, 
detention facilities, courts, and institutional care—is estimated 
conservatively at over two hundred million dollars. Property-stolen 
by juveniles is estimated at one hundred fifteen million dollars, not 
including property lost through acts of vandalism."8

The rising rate of delinquency indicates that we are failing to 
provide young people with inner controls of behavior. This will 
continue until every citizen realizes that juvenile delinquency is his 
own business. >

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IS MISBEHAVIOR

The term "delinquency" is often used as an "umbrella" to de­
scribe a wide variety of disapproved behavior which occurs at a 
given time in a given place. The following are examples.

Two small boys, brothers, ages nine and eleven, who came from a 
family of nine children where food and clothing were scarce, shop­
lifted two outfits of clothing in order to be more accepted by friends 
at school. They were picked up, booked, taken to juvenile court, and 
placed on probation.

A fifteen year old boy, whose father was a colonel, absent from 
the home, and whose stepmother was preoccupied with club 
activities, repeatedly "borrowed" automobiles for joy rides, and was

Me saia, • 1 saw a cuy.
Miss Davis wants Southern Baptiste to see the city this 

boy has seen. "The church has always known how to love 
people, but we’re just beginning to let people know how to 
love us. What we are attempting to do is not only to love the 
people but to give them someone to love. It is in this kind 
of sharing that we really get down to evangelism."

US-2 APPOINTEE, Mary Poe, is one of the staff mem­
bers of the Lexington Center, and has served nearly a 
year of her two-year term. 

arrested, charged-with auto theft, and sent to a training school.
An attractive thirteen-year-old girl, who was deserted by her 

parents and whose father was wanted on five warrants because of 
criminal acts, was "befriended" by an older man. Later she was 
picked up by police, charged with sexual promiscuity and sent to a 
training school.

Two sixteen-year-old boys who broke a Coca-Cola bottle in the 
street and placed a realtor's sign in a man hole, were picked up by 
the police, taken to the detention home, reprimanded and released 
to the custody of their parents.

A fifteen-year-old boy, who does not know who his father is, took 
a "beating" twice a week from a drunken friend of his mother. Out 
of fear he stabbed the man to death, was picked up by the police, 
and placed in a foster home on probation.

A nine-year-old boy was sent to the store to purchase cigarettes 
for his father. Two older boys showed him where he could get them 
"for nothing." He walked in the back door that had been forced 
open, helped himself to cigarettes and candy and found himself 
surrounded by the police. He was placed in detention, charged with 
unlawful breaking and entering, and placed on probation.

A fourteen-year-old boy whose mother and father work late hours, 
found excessive time on his hands and joined a gang. The gang 
became more daring and proved their "bravery" by "striking out” 
at an elderly man. They were arrested, adjudged as juvenile de­
linquents and sent to a training school.

There are many definitions of the term, each depending upon 
what context the person uses it. "If behavior is evaluated in terms 
of the moral code or of the demand for social conformity, any 
immoral or nonconforming act may be considered delinquency. 
If it is interpreted in terms of the interest and security of a group, 
any act that tends to undermine the grodp welfare may be seen as 
delinquency. If it is measured in terms of religious or ethical ideals, 
any failure to abide by these ideals may be regarded as delinquency. 
If it is defined in terms of a legal code, any violation of law is an act 
of delinquency."’

Juvenile delinquency is a legal term used by courts in adjudging 
offending youth who have been apprehended and where guilt is 
established. The Children's Bureau used the following definition: 
"Juvenile delinquency cases are those referred to courts for acts 
defined in the Statues of the State as the violation of a law or 
municipal ordinance by children or youth of juvenile court age, or 
for conduct so seriously anti-social as to interfere with the rights 
of others or to menace the welfare of the delinquent himself or of 
the community."10
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In different states, delinquency and crime may range from the 
most serious such as murder, burglary or robbery to trivial acts 
such as playing ball in the streets, riding a bicycle across someone's 
lawn, or obstructing traffic on a sidewalk.

The legal age of delinquent youth varies from state to state. The 
upper age limit is anywhere from sixteen to twenty-one years of age; 
in most states the limit is eighteen years. Several states do not 
specify an age below which a child would not be considered capable 
of judging right from wrong conduct. When a lower age is specified, 
it is usually seven. The child would not be held responsible for his 
conduct, usually, but the parents would be for failure to supervise.

CAUSES OF DELINQUENCY

Perhaps no other subject has been studied more and understood 
less than juvenile delinquency. No child was ever born a delinquent, 
but many children become delinquent. What are the causes? Why so 
much delinquency? One thing is clear, the causes are as varied as 
the cause of disease.

Some believe that the major cause is deprivation, poverty, slums, 
deteriorating neighborhoods, where youth run in gangs and are 
taught to rob and steal. If this is true, then why are not all poor 
people who live in slum areas delinquents? Others believe that the 
"broken home” is the contributing factor. Then why does one child 
become a thief and another in the same family a useful citizen? Are 
"working mothers" the main cause? If so, does this mean that* all 
children whose mothers work are predestined to become delinquents? 
Multituded^f children are exposed to the destructive influence of 
radio, television, motion pictures, and comic book crime thrillers, 
yet they never commit a delinquent crime that gets them into trouble. 
Certainly these factors and many others such as rejection, loneliness, 
being with the "wrong crowd,* inadequate schools, recreation, work 
and rehabilitation facilities are contributing factors.

However, to understand the causes of delinquency one must 
understand the physical and emotional structure of the individual, 
his family background and relationships, his schools, neighborhood, 
interests, and friends. Even more, there must be understanding of 
how the delinquent feels and thinks about himself. For in his 
transitional period from childhood to adulthood he is searching for 
answers to such questions as: "Who am I?" What is the purpose of 
my being? Where is the center of power in regard to myself? Who 
cares about me? In order to find these answers he must be identified 
with someone who is greater and stronger than he is, and he must 
have the opportunity to become a person in his own right. But when
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he is unable to find the answers in his search for self through 
significant adult relationships and a proper relationship with God, 
he often "strikes out" at society and becomes sick emotionally. 
Fighting, rioting, sex offenses, drug addiction and crime are outward 
symbols of deep hunger for some kind of meaning for life.

Therefore, the multiple causes of delinquency necessarily involve 
the relationship between parent and child, the relationship between 
the child and his society, which includes his teachers, his minister, 
his friends, the policeman, his neighbors, and most significant, his 
relationship with God. When these basic relationships are unde­
veloped or are broken, the child sometimes follows the course of 
delinquent behavior as a way of handling his problem.

■Southwestern Law Enforcement Institute, Institute on Juvenile Delinquency (Charles 
C. Thomas Publisher, Springfield, Illinois. 1962) p. 3.

'Roberts, Guy L.. How the Church Can Help Where Delinquency Begins (Knox Press. 
Richmond, Virginia, 1958) p. 31.

■Southwest Law Enforcement Institute, op. dt., p. 5.
‘. Juvenile Court Statistics, 1965 (U. £ Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 

Welfare Administration, Children's Bureau, Washington, D. C., 1964) p. 1.•Ibid., p. 1. *
•Cavan. Ruth Shonle, Juvenile Delinquency, Development, Treatment, Control (Lippincott. 

Philadelphia, 1962) pp. 5-6.
’—. Juvenile Court Statistics, 1965, op. clt„ p. 2.
"Cavan, op. dt, p. 8.
■Miller, Haskell M„ Understanding and Preventing Juvenile Delinquency (Abingdon 

Press, New York. 1958) p. 15.
“—. Juvenile Court Statistics, 1965, op. dt, p. 7.
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THEN SAID JESUS

Juvenile Rehabilitation is based on the redemptive teachings and 
principles as set forth in the Bible. The term ‘‘rehabilitation” is a 
strange word to the Bible, but there are other terms that convey a 
similar meaning. The term comes from a medieval Latin word “re- 
habilitos” which means to invest again, to be discharged from a debt, 
and to re establish. Other terms in the Bible that are similar are 
restoration, reconciliation, forgiveness, redemption and reformation.

The first two chapters of the Bible reveal God’s creative acts. Man 
was made in the likeness and image of God in order "to glorify him 
and enjoy him forever.” The third chapter reveals man's sin of 
unbelief and his broken fellowship with God, which brought personal 
estrangement, separation, disorder, perversion, suffering and death. 
The rest of the Bible reveals God's redemption and rehabilitation 
of man.

TEACHINGS OF CHRIST

The coming of Christ was an expression of God's mighty effort to 
redeem and rehabilitate man. In announcing his ministry, Jesus 
said, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preaqh deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. (Luke 
4:18).

He had concern for all men and their total personalities—their 
social, physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual needs. He expressed 
this concern by healing the emotionally and physically ill; by feeding 
the hungry; by loving, accepting and forgiving the offender. He 
sought to "rehabilitate” man to a whole person by meeting his needs, 
and bringing him to a right relationship with God through the new 
birth.

He saw the potential in the offender, believed that he could be 
reached, and instilled a new concept of self in his mind. In Mary 
Magdalene he saw a devoted follower; in Matthew, not a greedy, 
money-grabbing, collaborating quisling, but a disciple; in the woman
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of Samaria, five times married though she was, a woman who would 
spark a revival; in the Demoniac of Gaddara, not a raving, angry 
maniac, but an evangelist who would return to his people and tell 
what great things God had done.

He taught that love, forgiveness, faith, patience and discipline 
were necessary principles in the rehabilitation of man. Forgiveness 
must be an attitude of the mind (Luke 17:4). His most successful 
ways of instilling these principles were by example and by the telling 
of parables.

His greatest demonstration of love was his death for all offenders, 
including the criminal Barabbas, "For all have sinned” (Romans 
3:23). While hanging on the cross, Christ forgave an offender of his 
crimes and restored him to a right relationship with God. He ex­
pressed faith and hope in the offenders that crucified Him when He 
prayed, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" 
(Luke 23:34). Fifty days later on the day of Pentecost some three 
thousand of these same offenders were saved.

CHRIST AND YOUTH
Christ gave great emphasis to children as he himself came into 

the world as a babe and grew as a child in "wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52). He readily and whole­
heartedly identified with children and encouraged parents to bring 
their children to him (Matthew 19:14). He said, "despise not one 
of these little ones” (Matthew 18:10); "it is not the will of your 
Father . . . that one of these . . . should perish" (Matthew 18:14); 
"for of such is the kingdom of God" (Mark 10:14). Jesus focused 
attention on children and used them a number of times in His 
teachings. He had great compassion in the raising of Jairus' daughter 
(Luke 8:41) and the only son of a widow (Luke 7:14). He expressed 
concern as he rehabilitated the lad with a destructive nature (Luke 
9:37-43) and healed the nobleman’s son who was sick of fever 
(John 4:46-54).

THE DELINQUENT YOUTH

As we look more specifically at the delinquent youth who needs 
help, two parables stand out.

The first is the story of the lost sheep. Jesus raised a timely ques­
tion when he/ said, "What do you think? Suppose a man has a 
hundred sheep (youth). If one of them strays, does he not leave the 
other ninety-nine on the hillside and go in searcp of the one that 
strayed? And if he should find it, I tell you this: He is more delighted 
over that sheep (youth) than over the ninety-nine that never strayed.
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In the same way, it is not your heavenly Father’s will that one of 
these little ones should be lost” (Matthew 18:10, NEV). Christ 
revealed his concern and attitude toward youth that are lost to 
themselves, society and God.

In the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32), Jesus showed 
an attitude of understanding, forgiveness, acceptance, and restora­
tion toward wayward youth.

The delinquent youth is often: -

Neglected: "Suffer little children ... to come unto me” (Matthew 
19:14).

Rejected: "His father saw him, and had compassion, . . . and 
kissed him" (Luke 15:20).

Abused: "But whoso shall offend one of these ... it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged around his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea" (Matthew 18:6).

Hungry: "Let the children first be filled" (Mark 7:27).

Sick: "They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick” (Matthew 9:12).

Isolated: ". . . or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?” 
(Matthew 25:44).

Fearful: "Perfect love casteth out fear" (I John4:18).

Angry: "Fathers, provoke not your children to anger” (Colossians 
3:21).

In n«*d of discipline: "My son, despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when mou art rebuked of him” (Hebrews 12:5).

In need of acceptance: "There is a lad here, which hath five barley 
loaves, and two small fishps." Christ needs him! (John 6:9).

In need of abundant life: "I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10).

Fatherless: "Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, To visit the fatherless” (James 1:27).

BASIC TRUTHS

In the light of Biblical teachings the following basic truths emerge: 
... Youth are children of God by creation (Genesis 1:26). They 

are in the process of becoming and they must be given every 
opportunity for growth and fulfillment.

... They are youth in trouble and stand in need of help. New 
Testament love responds to serve those in need (Luke 10:29-37).
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. . . Youth need to know the gospel which is the fulfillment of
Christ's command to "preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15). The gospel is the "good news” of salvation in and through 
Christ and is demonstrated by actions of love.

. . . Youth must be given an opportunity to respond to a redemp­
tive relationship. "If a man (youth) be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness (gentle­
ness): considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one 
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:1-2).

. . . The ministry to youth is a ministry to Christ. "Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." (Matthew 25:40).
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III.

A CERTAIN 
FRIEND OF YOUTH

"W/>of we need is not someone to tell us how to live, but someone to 
show us how to live" so said a youth in conflict. The Juvenile Rehabilitation 
ministry is the Christian's response to youth and families in need.

THE MINISTRY
Juvenile Rehabilitation is an associational volunteer ministry of 

churches dedicated to helping youth and families who are in conflict 
with themselves, society, and God. Its purpose is to provide moral 
and spiritual guidance, and opportunities for youth to develop self- 
reliance, independence, appropriate attitudes and relationships, and 
to strengthen the family unit. Services are extended to the predelin­
quent, delinquent, dependent, neglected children, one-parent youth, 
emotionally disturbed youth, and families in need of such services.

This family-oriented ministry does not assume the role or responsi­
bility of the juvenile court, or any other community agency, but 
rather acts in a supportive role by providing moral and spiritual 
guidance to youth and families.

* OBJECTIVES

The objectives are:
To stimulate concern for youth and families to the end that the 

associations and churches Vrill provide appropriate ministries for 
them.

To carefully select, train, and recommend lay persons to serve 
as sponsors, foster parents, tutors, camp counselors, group leaders; 
to provide friendship, warmth, understanding and strength on a 
volunteer basis to youth and families in need.

To provide counsel to parents, foster parents, guardians, sponsors, 
and all others who may assist in the development of youth and 
families. >

To cooperate with juvenile courts and all community agencies 
who are interested in the welfare of youth and families.

To relate youth and families to an active relationship with the 
church.
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To make appropriate referrals to agencies that can meet any 
special needs of youth and families.

To participate in community organizations and actions that will 
provide better prevention, control, rehabilitation of juvenile de­
linquency, and better services to youth and families.

HISTORY

In 1952, the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention voted in its annual board meeting to provide a "program for 
juvenile delinquents, (and) a program of counseling for broken 
homes."1 The purpose of these ministries was to keep "the home 
from breaking up and the child from a life of crime."*

The broken home program consisted of ministering to couples 
who came to the court in need of "spiritual counsel and advice 
about their problems ... the Juvenile Delinquent Program called 
for volunteer sponsors provided by the Brotherhood for boys and 
Woman's Missionary Union for girls."8

By 1958 the title of the ministry was changed from "A Ministry 
Jo the Juvenile Delinquent and Broken Homes" to "Juvenile Re­
habilitation." Although the wording "broken homes" was dropped, 
services were still provided for families in need of counseling and 
the family-oriented approach in working with the juvenile delinquent 
remained the same.

By 1965, the Juvenile Rehabilitation Ministry, which began as a 
sponsorship of juvenile delinquents and counseling to families, 
emerged into a multiple service ministry to families. Services were 
provided for youth and families according to needs and the resources 
of the churches in an association. Since its inception more than 
125,000 individuals have received personal hqlp.

In 1970, it is estimated that three hundred associations of 
churches in thirty-five states will be providing some type of ministry 
to families and youth in need.

SERVICES

The various types of services that an association of churches may 
provide for youth and families is dependent on the needs and the 
resources of the churches and the community. The services may vary 
according to the association whether it be in a metropolitan or 
rural-urban area. It should be noted that the following list) of services 
can be provided by an association regardless of size in a limited 
way or on a full-time basis, and by individual churches.

NG CLASS, below, from the Univer- 
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Awareness of Youth and Family Needs
New Testament love responds to meet the needs of those in 

trouble, but no individual or community can respond until there is 
an awareness of a need. When a boy or girl is brought to the 
juvenile court, that family is in a crisis. When a couple is beset by 
marital conflict, that family needs the counsel and ministry of the 
church. Pastors and church leaders should establish communication 
with police, court officials, probation officers, welfare leaders, and 
nearby training school officials. Surveys should be conducted regard­
ing delinquency, crime, slums, poverty, divorce, and the needs of 
youth and families of the minority races, such as the Indians, 
Spanish-speaking, Negro, Polish, which will focus the attention of 
the community on these problems. Intelligent approaches can be 
made in meeting those needs. The association of churches must 
give leadership in awakening the conscience of the community 
through news media such as radio, bulletins, newsletters and con­
ferences.

Community Action
Social and moral problems are personal problems. Some 75,000 

to 100,000 children are housed in common jails each year? In many 
communities, society commits crimes against youth because of 
inadequate facilities. Detention homes and shelter care are sorely 
needed in many areas. Churches can provide services on individual 
and community basis in order to help the individual become a 
"whole person." The leadership should become actively engaged 
in community action that would provide better services to families 
and youth iiMhe community, st^e and nation.

Sponsorship
Some 7,000,000 boys and girls under the age of eighteen live in 

the United States where either one or both parents are absent from 
the home, according to the Big Brothers Association of America. Of 
this number 600,000 reside with their father, another 2,400,000 
live in foster homes or in institutions. Some 4,000,000 live in homes 
where only the mother is present. Hundreds of thousands of youth 
must have the guiding influence of a wholesome Christian adult if 
they are to grow to Christian maturity. One youth remarked to a 
juvenile rehabilitation director, “What must I do to get a grown 
man for a friend?" %

In a one to one relationship the Christian adult may sponsor a 
youth. He brings warmth, understanding, friendship, and creates 
an atmosphere where emotional growth can occur. In a redemptive 
relationship the youth can develop self-reliance, independence and 
appropriate attitudes toward self, society and God. A man sponsors
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a boy and a woman sponsors a girl. In some cases it may be more 
desirable for a couple to sponsor a youth, or a family to sponsor 
another family.

Foster Homes
Several types of foster homes are needed in most communities, 

such as boarding homes, free homes, emergency homes, work and 
wage homes, homes for adolescent and emotionally disturbed. Foster 
homes are used by the courts for offending youth in conjunction 
with probation services and welfare departments use them for 
dependent, neglected and abandoned children. The greatest heed 
is for homes to care for youth from nine to seventeen years of age 
and for children of minority races. The Christian foster family 
makes it possible for the child or youth who cannot live with his 
own parents to have the experience of family living. It provides 
opportunities for youth to receive the care, nurture, love and security 
that is often absent in their lives, and helps them to develop emo­
tionally and socially.

Prospective homes are screened, selected and recommended to 
the courts or agencies for study, approval and supervision.

Cot/nseling
Counseling is one of the most effective, Christ-centered ways of 

assisting youth and families to help themselves and become related 
to the church. This can be accomplished on a one-to-one basis, or 
in a group setting. Arrangements can be made for the association 
to provide counsel at the courts, at the associational office or in 
the churches. There must be a trained individual who can give 
leadership in this area. Some associations provide Christian counsel 
by using a number of pastors to serve on a rotating basis at the 
domestic, family and juvenile courts. Similiar services are provided 
at the detention homes and shelter homes for dependent, neglected 
and abandoned youth. The individuals selected should have knowl­
edge of the techniques of counseling and the dynamics of human 
behavior. There are many professionally trained persons such as 
pastors, social workers, psychologists, educational guidance 
counselors, and psychiatrists who would provide counsel in a church 
setting on a volunteer basis or give instructions in counseling. NG CLASS, below, from the Univer- 
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Camping
Camping is another effective method in providing youth with an 

environment for group living, opportunities in recreation, arts, crafts, 
an understanding of self, values, Christian commitment and| growth. 
These camps are one to two weeks in duration.

A good camping program will consist of an able director, who can 
organize and coordinate activities, health services, counseling, 
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recreation, arts and crafts, work and discipline, religious and 
educational activities, and a dedicated staff. An evaluation and after 
care service should be provided. Ideally, there should be one counse­
lor to every two to four boys/girls.

Many associations own or have access to camping grounds and are 
already experienced in camp work. “Opportunity Camps,” as some 
associations call them, could be sponsored by the Brotherhood and 
Woman’s Missionary Union. They are designed to help neglected 
and delinquent youth.

Group Activities
Closely associated with camping is group activities. Recreation, 

sports, outings, overnight camping excursions, sponsor-youth 
banquets, special trips to the museum, airports and parks provide 
enriching worthwhile experiences for youth. These activities can be 
provided on an associational basis and by individual local churches. 
It should be noted that juvenile rehabilitation and mission center 
directors often coordinate activities for youth and families in 
neglected areas. College students are interested in providing leader­
ship in group activities.

Referral Services
Where does one go in time of trouble? A large percentage of 

individuals go to the church.® Pastors and church leaders must have 
knowledge of community resources for the good of their people. 
There are many service agencies, public and private, local, state 
and national that provide a variety of services and whose staff is 
professionally trained. Juvenile rehabilitation directors become 
acquainted with these Agencies and their personnel, understand 
their attitudes, and what services they can or cannot provide. This 
information is made available to the churches and pastors.

Youth Employment
"Work gives men their self images.”8 Employment provides oppor­

tunities for youth to gain a feeling of worth, the satisfaction that 
comes in finishing a job and earning money. Christian business men 
can open many avenues for employment of parents and youth. 
When a youth is employed, the employer must have much under­
standing and patience while the youth develops good work attitudes, 
habits, and skills. Emphasis should be placed on the development 
of the youth. ■*

Volunteer Service Corps
There is a constant need for mature young persons and adults 

who are willing to share themselves and their know-how on a 
volunteer basis. The detention home may need a private tutor one
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day per week. Or a young adult may be needed to give guidance tn 
teaching arts and crafts two hours per week at a detention home. 
Assistant staffers may be needed to serve in youth camps. Men and 
women may be needed to sponsor boys/girls at training schools . . . 
to visit them, remember them on their birthday and write them 
letters. Women may be needed to teach charm classes. A middle 
age woman may be needed to serve as "homemaker" while the 
mother is in the hospital in order to keep the family together.

These and other services may be provided according to the needs 
of youth and families.

■Burton, Joe W. and George B. Fraser. Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention 1952 
(Executive Committee, Southern Baptist Convention. Nashville, Tennessee. 1952) p. 225.

’Merritt, James W„ Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention 1957 (Executive Com­
mittee, Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee, 1957) p. 221.

’Merritt, Ibid., p. 22.
■Burchinal, Lee G., Rural Youth In Crisis (U. S. Department of Education and Welfare, 

Office of Juvenile Delinquents and Youth Development, Washington, D. C.. 1965) p. 241.
■Kemp, Charles F., The Pastor and Community Resources (Bethany Press, St. Louis, 

Missouri. 1960) p. 21.
"Moberg. David O., Inasmuch (Eerdmans. Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1965) p. 14.
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IV.
THE OIL OF LOVE

The association has played a vital role in the life of churches in 
the promotion of missions, fellowship, evangelism, stewardship, 
religious education, and social services. Since juvenile delinquency 
and family needs are community problems, it is natural that the 
juvenile rehabilitation ministry be found within the framework of 
the association as it works with and assists churches in ministering 
to troubled youth and families.

The association should undertake the following levels in establish­
ing a juvenile rehabilitation ministry.

Level One: Make a study to determine the needs
Upon seeing evidence of the need for a ministry, the associational 

missions committee should recommend that a study be made to 
determine the needs. The Brotherhood, the WMU, the missions 
committee or a sub-committee of the missions committee could make 
such a study. The persons making the study should Ise well 
motivated and concerned about the community’s youth problems 
and should have some understanding of the Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Ministry. *

Four basic questions should be asked in the survey. What is the 
problem? How did it get that way? What can be done about it? What 
are the resources? (SurVey materials are available upon request 
from the Juvenile Rehabilitation Ministry of the Home Mission 
Board.)

The following agencies should be contacted: law enforcement 
authorities, i.e., juvenile court, probation department, juvenile police 
departments, county sheriff; Department of Public Assistance, i.e., 
Child Welfare Division and Aid to Families with Dependent Children; 
Family Service Association; Council on Social Work Agencies; public 
and private school systems; and Census Bureau which gives informa­
tion concerning fatherless children.

Level Two: Evaluate the Needs and Resources
Is delinquency on the rise? Where are the problem areas? What 

are the major contributing causes? What would strengthen the
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family unit? What are the resources? What services can the churches 
provide?

Level Three: Adopt the Ministry
The type of ministry that the association and individual churches 

can provide should be determined and adopted on an immediate 
and long-range plan basis. The association may not be able to employ 
a full or part-time worker immediately, but qualified personnel could 
be recruited and trained to serve on a volunteer basis. The services 
may include pastoral counseling at the detention home by ministers; 
associational youth camps; youth employment; and referral services.

Level Four: Elect an Associational Juvenile Rehabilitation Director
Whether a full-time, part-time or volunteer director is used is 

dependent on the need. In communities of 50,000 to 75,000 or 
less a competent pastor or layman may serve as the director on a 
volunteer basis. From 75,000 to 225,000, it may be desirable for 
the association to use part-time paid help. Above 250,000 it is 
desirable for a full-time worker to be employed.

If a full-time director is being considered, the Home Mission Board 
has approved qualified personnel that may be considered. When 
the Home Mission Board assists financially with the salary of the 
director he must meet the requirements of the Board and be pro­
cessed by the Personnel Department.

It is important that the association elect a director who is accept­
able to the courts, and other community agencies, as well as the 
churches. (See "Qualifications of the Director.”)

Level Five: Assign Responsibility for Conducting the Ministry of 
Juvenile Rehabilitation

The work of conducting the on going ministry of juvenile rehabilita­
tion in the association must be placed in the hands of some re­
sponsible and competent group. This may be the Associational 
Brotherhood, the WMU, the Missions Committee, a sub committee 
of the missions committee, or some other group. This assignment 
must be given only to persons who are vitally interested in youth, 
their families, and providing appropriate services to them. They 
will give over-all direction for the ministry and will serve both in an 
advisory and action capacity.

Level Six: Select and Train Personnel
Since juvenile rehabilitation is primarily dependent on volunteer 

personnel, they should be screened, selected and trained for specific 
responsible positions such as sponsors of youth, foster home parents, 
camp counselors, counseling pastors, or private tutors.
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Training is an important foundation stone in a successful ministry. 
It instills confidence in the volunteer workers. Careful orientation 
of their role and of the role of the various agency personnel insures 
a close and cooperative working relationship.

The training sessions may vary according to needs and area. It 
may be desirable to set up a program of study on an associational 
basis, or in different sections of the association or on a local church 
level. The study could coincide with a regular associational study 
course period or be held on a weekly or monthly basis.

Instructors should include church educational directors, court 
officials, social workers, psychiatrists, pastors, juvenile rehabilita­
tion workers and other qualified personnel and resource persons.

The curriculum should consist of the following subjects:

(1) The Juvenile Rehabilitation Ministry—definition, purpose, 
Biblical basis, philosophy, services and history.

(2) The Juvenile Court—definition, purpose, philosophy, ser­
vices and history.

(3) The Adolescent Needs and Behavior—needs, delinquent be­
havior, social and psychological aspects of delinquency.

(4) The Family—parental roles, characteristics of a stable 
family, problem families, and relationships.

(5) The Volunteer Sponsor—characteristics of a good sponsor, 
expectation, relationships with juvenile rehabilitation director, court 
personnel, family, school and community agencies.

(6) TheFoster Home—characteristics of a good home, expecta­
tions, probletns involved, relationships with foster children and child 
agency personnel.

(7) The Redemptive Relationship with the Youth—principles of 
helping, establishing a positive relationship, tools in counseling, 
leading the youth to a new relationship with Christ and the church.

Prospective volunteer personnel are recruited, screened and 
recommended by church leaders, associational and church juvenile 
rehabilitation sub-committees.

Level Seven: Provide Services
After the volunteer workers have completed the training sessions, 

they are now ready to receive^ referrals. (It should be noted that a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing and should be used with discre­
tion in the helping process.) It is wise to begin receiving referrals 
from the court and agencies on a'limited basis. This will give the 
director and sub-committee time to evaluate their progress, and 
discover what areas of service should be strengthened.
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Referrals are received from the juvenile court and other agencies 
by the juvenile rehabilitation director. In consultation with the 
probation officer, the referral is made to the volunteer.

In the selection of a sponsor, consideration is given to the likes 
and dislikes, interests, hobbies, and personalities of the sponsor in 
relation to the needs of the youth.

The time of the referral will depend on the best approach in 
reaching the youth. It may be desirable for the sponsor to be 
introduced at the court in the presence of court officials or in the 
home by the juvenile rehabilitation director.

Supervision is dependent on how the ministry is set up—in co­
operation with the courts and other community agencies. In most 
cases, the juvenile rehabilitation director will give supervision and 
serve as a consultant in cooperation with the courts. In some cases, 
the court will give direct supervision to the volunteer workers, 
particularly in areas such as foster parents.

When a sponsor is faced with a problem in working with a youth, 
he should immediately call the juvenile rehabilitation director, or 
the probation officer, depending on who is giving direct supervision.

Written or oral reports should be made each month to the juvenile 
rehabilitation director. These are sent to the probation officer who 
is kept informed of all the activities of the sponsor and youth. The 
sponsor should remember that he is part of a team of workers who 
are related to the youth and who are striving to help the youth in 
his growth toward a whole person.

These seven steps represent several months of preparing the 
churches and volunteer personnel to provide services. It is important 
that one level be completed before launching upon the next level.
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V.
THE RESPONSE 
OF COMPASSION

No organization can rise above its leadership. The leader must
be a builder of men. 
stronger it will be.

The bigger the men in an organization, the

PERSONALITY

The following are

CHARACTERISTICS AND ATTITUDES 

general personality characteristics that all 
volunteer personnel should possess to work with youth and families 
in need.

He must:
Be a devoted, dedicated and emotionally mature Christian who 

has a sense of calling to work with youth and families in need.
Have an active faith in God and himself in order to have faith in 

others.
Have some self understanding of his own delinquency tendencies 

in order to comprehend the delinquency behavior of others.
Have a feeling of caring about others and be responsive to them.
Be secure as an individual in order to inspire confidence.
Be accepting of his own failures in order to be understanding and 

accepting of the failures in others.
Have a sense of humor, the ability to listen to people, a genuine 

liking for people and a real acceptance of the other person's point 
of view.

Be strong in his convictions, but flexible enough to grow and 
permit others to grow at their own speed.

Have some understanding of other cultures in order to understand 
the personality make-up of others. He must be able to “get on the 
same wave length with others" in order to establish rapport in a 
redemptive relationship.

Be successful in keeping his own troubles to himself while work­
ing with others. His troubles should be shared with his spouse, 
pastor, friend or supervisor.

Realize that he is only one person, but a very important one, on 
a team of individuals who are working for the common good of 
another.
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THE JUVENILE REHABILITATION DIRECTOR

Have unusual patience with those with whom he would work 
because growth is painfully slow and is marked by faltering steps. 
The delinquent youth did not become that way overnight, but over 
a period of several months and years.

Have the attitude toward the youth in trouble of: "There go I, but 
by the grace of God." He must be aware that perhaps he has had 
some of the same impulses of the "acting out" youth, but has 
learned to control them.

See the youth in trouble as a "youth in need," who has potential 
for change, growth, and redemption in Christ.

Be aware that the youth is a person in his own right and has the 
right to accept or reject his help. Although the youth may con him, 
test him or hurt him, he must be aware that behind that angry 
behavior the youth is reaching out for help.

Be aware that as a Christian he is a "priest" representing God, 
to whom he is accountable. His ministry is one of reconciliation (2 
Corinthians 5:17-21) and he intercedes with God on behalf of his 
fellowman (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

The personality of the director will largely determine the success 
or failure of his ministry. He must have a genuine love for people 
and enjoy being with them. He must be patient and unselfish, genial 
and affable, and neat in appearance. He must remember that he is a 
servant of Christ, and represents him at all times.

He should possess leadership ability, be able to communicate 
with others, plan and organize his work, enlist and inspire volunteer 
workers. His personal devotions should reflect a healthy outlook on 
life. His first responsibility is to his family and home.

His education should be sufficient to put him at ease with the 
most cultured and highly trained, for he will be working with pro­
fessional persons who are specialists, and at the same time he 
should possess the humility and common sense to enable him to 
minister to the most helpless in his community.

When the Home Mission Board cooperates with the state conven­
tion and association in the appointment of a director, it is required 
that he have a degree from an accredited college or university, a 
degree from a Southern Baptist seminary with social work and/or 
clinical pastoral training, and counseling experience. Medical and 
psychiatric examinations are required. Age should range from 25-45.

In the initial stages of establishing a ministry of jdvenile rehabilita­
tion the director must become thoroughly familiar with the ministry 
and if possible visit another area of work. He will be exp'"’"’— —1 
selling the work to churches, courts and community agen
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Since this is a new venture, he should keep in mind the necessity 
of laying a good foundation and not move too rapidly. Regular 
monthly meetings shall be arranged with the associational group, 
who is responsible for the ministry, for organizational and informa­
tional purposes.

The director will be working with skilled persons. He should be 
aware that his role with them will be in a secondary setting. Progress 
of the work will be dependent upon their cooperation and open 
lines of communication. Many agencies and particularly juvenile 
courts are skeptical of "do-gooders” and "fly-by-night” organizations 
who get “carried away” with great plans of service and newspaper 
publicity but "toss in the towel” at the first sign of difficulty. It will 
take time and patience to gain the confidence of these agencies. 
This is usually accomplished through individual sharing of ideas, 
group conferences in setting up guidelines for using volunteer help, 
and providing the skilled services that are needed.

Monthly progress reports should be made to sponsoring agencies 
and at pastors' conferences. Programs on Juvenile Rehabilitation 
and family services should be presented in such meetings as the 
associational pastors' conference, Sunday School, Training Union, 
Brotherhood and Woman’s Missionary Union during the year.

A definite plan should be made to visit each church to acquaint 
them with the ministry. Letters should be sent to pastors encouraging 
the setting up of juvenile rehabilitation committees. Dates and 
personnel should be secured for the training courses in cooperation 
with associational and church educational directors.

Otheractivities of the director shall be to meet regularly with the 
associauBnal superintendent of missions and appropriate commit­
tees and organizations in planning, conducting, and evaluating the 
ministry; establish rapport and a working relationship with agency 
personnel; serve as liaison between courts, churches, homes and 
community agencies; give leadership in providing counsel for youth 
and families; utilize and prepare program and promotional materials; 
lead in the recruiting, screening, and training of personnel who will 
assist in the ministry; maintain adequate and accurate records; keep 
abreast of latest trends, techniques, and methods in working with 
youth in need; plan and participate in research projects designed to 
discover information about those involved in and related to juvenile 
delinquency.

THE SPONSOR

The sponsor is a volunteer Christian layman who provides adult 
friendship to a youth who may have been deprived of such a relation 
in his own environment. He must be a well-balanced .Christian with
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unusual personal maturity, understanding and exceptional patience. 
He must have a strong personal caring for the youth, and a willing­
ness to descend into his "private hell."

In a one-to-one relationship the sponsor creates an atmosphere 
that is accepting, non-judging, and loving, which provides a climate 
where growth can occur. The sponsor draws him into his circle of 
love, builds up the youth's self-image; expects the best and en­
courages the keeping of limits and restrictions that have been set 
up by the court. A redemptive relationship is accomplished by 
visiting the youth and his family, taking a personal interest in all 
his activities, doing things together, and listening to the damnation 
he attempts to describe. (Counseling involves listening and under­
standing rather than giving answers and “ready-made remedies.") 
The sponsor portrays an image whereby the youth may see his future 
self. When he comes to accept the sponsor in a redemptive relation­
ship, he may then be ready to accept Christ as his personal Saviour 
and Lord.

THE FOSTER PARENT

A foster home is one provided by a family for a child who either 
has no home or whose home is adjudged by the court as being 
injurious to the welfare of the child. The child may or may not be 
delinquent. In either case he is generally made a ward of the court 
and placed in the legal custody of the foster home.

Foster parents should be selected on the basis of having personal 
characteristics and relationships which will make it possible for them 
to undertake and perform the responsibilities entailed in caring 
for children, particularly those who have their own parents, in pro­
viding continuity of care, and in working with a social agency.

"It is presumed that foster parents should be persons:
. . . who give a feeling of caring about others and being responsive 

to them.
. . . who are able to give affection and care to a child in order to 

meet his needs.
. . . who can enjoy being parents.
. . . who have the capacity to be giving without expectation of 

immediate returns.
. . . who have worked out a satisfactory and stable marital relation­

ship, without severe problems in their sexual identification or in 
their relationship with each other.

. . . who are able to maintain meaningful relationships, free from 
chronic severe conflict, with members of their own families and with 
persons outside the family.

. . . who have emotional stability and are able to function ade- 
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quately in relation to family responsibility and employment, as indi­
cated both currently and in the history of the family.

. . . who have a reputable character, values and ethical standards 
conducive to the well being of children.

. . . who give evidence of flexibility and modifiability (change­
ability) in their expectations, attitudes and behavior in relation to 
the needs and problems of children, and ability to use help when it 
is needed to meet problems of family living.

. . . who have the ability to accept the child's relationship with 
his parents and with the agency, without any marked tendency to be 
overpossessive."1

Foster homes should be screened, selected and recommended to 
the courts and welfare departments who will do a formal study to 
ascertain the advisability of using such a home. The agency will bear 
the final decision of approval and if a home is used they will bear 
the responsibility of working directly with the foster parents and 
giving supervision.

OTHER PERSONNEL

Other personnel such as camp staffers, counselors, and volunteer 
teachers, should possess the general characteristics in the above 
paragraphs and should be enlisted for training and orientation.

THE ASSOCIATIONAL JUVENILE REHABILITATION COMMITTEE

The association will assign the conducting of its ministry of juvenile 
rehabilitation to a responsible group. This may be the Brotherhood, 
WMU, tne missions comrrtttee of the association or a sub-committee 
of the missions committee. Regardless of which group is assigned 
this task, it thereby becomes in effect the associational juvenile 
rehabilitation committee. ‘The purpose of this committee is to give 
over-all direction to the ministry of juvenile rehabilitation.

Membership should consist of individuals who have aptitudes for 
effectively working with persons; special and sincere interest in 
youth and families; and sensitive to their needs. They should possess 
some knowledge and experience in working with youth.

Pastors, probation officers, businessmen, social workers, doctors, 
lawyers, recreational directors, high school counselors, business­
women, youth directors^ psychiatrists, and youth should be con­
sidered for committee membership. If it is assigned to a sub-com- 
mittee of the associational missions committee, the Brotherhood, 
WMU, and other associational organizations should be represented.

The size of the committee is dependent upon the size of the 
association and/or needs of the offending youth and families. To
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keen the committee from becoming too large, consultants may be 
used. These are individuals with special skills who are willing to 
serve in meeting particular needs. A psychiatrist, social worker, or 
probation officer may be used to train sponsors. A businessman 
may serve as a consultant concerning job opportunities. A church 
youth worker may direct a camp.

The tasks of the committee are to:
Survey and analyze the needs of offending youth and families in 

the association and stimulate the association to minister to them.
Discover resources to meet the needs of youth and families and 

make appropriate referrals (church, denominational, community, 
public agency, national welfare agency resources).

Serve as associational conscience by constantly reminding the 
churches of the opportunity it has to minister to youth and families 
in conflict.

Call attention to their needs.
Encourage the association to minister to their needs.
Give leadership in community action that will provide better 

facilities and service.
Survey the association in discovering individuals and couples who 

are willing to sponsor youth and/or become foster parents.
Compile a list of individuals and/or couples who are willing to 

be placed on a standby basis to give services to youth and families.
Cooperate with all organizations and committees of the churches, 

association, state and Convention boards in developing a ministry 
to the offending youth and their families.

Give leadership in the training of individuals in the art of helping 
youth in conflict.

And cooperate with the church juvenile rehabilitation committees.

‘"Child Welfare League of America Standard*." Child Welfare League of America, Inc.. 
New York, New York.

NG CLASS, below, from the Univer- 
ds the center in informing its mem- ' 
resources. Here Ruth Smith, center 
the students.

ieCC

Home Missions



VI.

THE BINDING
OF WOUNDS

The redemption of man was the mission of Christ, for he said, 
"I am come that man may have life, and may have it in all its full­
ness” (John 10:10 NEV). The ministry of the church is a ministry 
to the total personality of youth. Not only must the soul be redeemed, 
but the life must be saved from crime and waste to service and 
purpose. Therefore the church is commissioned to bring fullness of 
life to all persons through the redemptive work of Christ.

THE RESOURCES OF THE CHURCH

All individuals have common basic needs. They are: “the need for 
love and security; the need to feel significant; the need for a sense 
of adequacy and worthiness; the need to ‘belong* to be a part of the 
group; the need for self expression; the need to explore, to have 
new experiences; and the need to have value definitions, something 
to make life and the universe make sense.”1 No other institution has 
a greater opportunity in meeting these basic needs than the church. 
"How\nmense are the Resources of his grace, and how great his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:7 NEV).

The resources of love and security
The New Testament expresses love as meeting the needs of those 

in trouble. It is "agape" love. Love that is intelligent, that "is 
poured out toward another with no ulterior motive except the other’s 
welfare."* It is love that seeks to liberate the offender from, the 
attitudes and behaviour that brought him where he is, and helps 
him whereby he can grow and thrive.

The church can only express love through those who represent 
it. Love is conveyed to youth and families in need as equals. For one 
"cannot love downward.-Jhis is reserved for God. One cannot love 
when one thinks oneself is superior—even if one is superior."8

The resource of a healing redemptive relationship
"If there is any place in the world where broken and estranged 

persons—persons who do not know who they are and whose they
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are—can find themselves, the church should be that place."4
Part of the youth's problem is poor, broken or undeveloped 

relationships. Sin is described as "not only the breaking of the 
divine law; it is personal estrangement; it is the separation of man 
from the true source of his being. It is the life created for love 
twisted into the life of lovelessness. The gift of God is his powerful 
invasion of the disordered life we create for ourselves and his per­
suasive power to set us in a right relation again."’

In this new relationship Jesus Christ becomes a living dynamic 
presence who gives acceptance, forgiveness, mercy, security, 
strength, and companionship.

Other wholesome relationships are developed in the church with 
teachers, counselors, friends and with the youth's own peer group. 
The walls of hostility that have isolated him are gradually chipped 
away and he finds peace with himself, his fellowman, and God. Life 
takes on new purpose and meaning.

The resource of worthwhile experiences
A juvenile court judge has remarked that many churches have 

imposing recreational facilities but they are “For Members Only." 
J. Edgar Hoover has said, "If communities throughout the nation 
provided more wholesome recreational activities for their young 
people, delinquency could be curtailed." Parking lots could be used 
as basketball, tennis, and volleyball courts during the week. Some 
churches have installed power tools and provided arts, crafts and 
vocational activities. Others have opened up "coffee houses" on 
weekends for them. One church established a rifle club in order to 
reach the leader of a gang. Now the leader and the gang who were 
potential delinquents have become faithful Christians. Churches can 
provide opportunities in a variety of ways through all its organiza­
tions.

The resource of a unifying and correlating service
The church can unify, interpret and correlate the complicated 

processes and aims of other agencies and individuals who work 
with youth and families. For example, when a youth is brought to 
the court, he “is arrested by a policeman, supervised by a jailer, 
investigated by a pre trial investigator, advised by a lawyer, accused 
by a prosecutor, and sentenced to prison where he is again related 
to wardens, social workers, phychologists, psychiatrists, attendants, 
and teachers. IJpon his release, he is put in the custody of a parole 
officer, whose load is usually so heavy that he hardly knows the 
delinquent. There is little wonder none of these relationships have 
much chance of being 'therapeutic.' On the other hand, the clergy­
man (or Christian sponsor who has been assigned to this case)
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continues his relationship before, during, and after the whole 
process, even visiting the prison when feasible.”8

The resource of volunteers
The churches have a vast reservoir of manpower and "many 

assets for the task. They are commissioned to be instruments of 
redemption and to hold the worth of persons above all other values. 
Their message is the good news that God loves and seeks to save 
every person no matter how little or guilty or seemingly unimportant 
the individual may be. They have a fellowship which can embrace 
and support the neglected and unloved. In addition to a primary 
concern for persons they have organizations, prestige, buildings, 
programs, skills, staff, and other resources which exert influence on 
community life."7

I

Jf

THE CHURCH JOINS HANDS WITH THE COMMUNITY

The church must become not only concerned, but actively involved 
in correcting problems in the community that encourage delinquency 
and crime. Social problems are individual personal problems. Some 
churches become fearful of community involvement lest they sacrifice 
a principle or belief or be accused of preaching a "social gospel." 
Scripturally speaking, there is no such thing as a "social gospel" 
for each man is personally accountable to God since salvation is 
personal.8 However his relationship to his fellowman is social. There­
fore the church's concern for the whole person leads to a concern 
for the whole community. For the church is the "light for all the 
world," aijd this light must not only show the way, but it must spot­
light areasrn the community tflat need the greatest help.

The church can encourage community services to youth and 
families that would minister to their total needs; give emphasis to 
the worth of the individual—even the most unpromising incorrigible 
delinquent can ba redeemed by God's grace; lend active interest and 
support toward improving the physical and social life of the com­
munity in order that every child may develop to his fullest potential; 
encourage community agencies such as police departments, courts, 
and welfare departments to employ competent trained personnel who 
can give skilled services to youth and families; actively support 
efforts that would provide better treatment facilities for offenders 
whereby repetition of delinquency will be avoided; and discover new 
ways In providing the spiritual dimensions to all families and youth 
in the community.

It should be noted that any action by the church is appropriate 
when the action is redemptive, preventive or corrective in working 
with the offender.
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THE CHURCH TAKES DEFINITE ACTION

The church, whether it be located in large metropolitan areas, 
pioneer areas, or in rural communities, whether it be large, medium, 
or small in size, can take definite action in ministering to families 
and youth in need. The New Testament church in Jerusalem faced 
problems of ministering to persons in special need (Acts 6:1-6) and 
chose a group to perform services to them. A similar group should 
be chosen by the church such as the Brotherhood, WMU, Missions 
Committee, or a sub committee of the Missions Committee. This 
group becomes in effect the church juvenile rehabilitation committee. 
This committee shall work in cooperation with all other organizations 
and leaders in the church.

The purpose of the church juvenile rehabilitation committee 
(some churches call this "Christian social ministries," “personal 
services” or "family service committee") is to give leadership and 
provide services to families and youth in need. Its membership 
should be composed of individuals who have special interest and 
skills in working with families and youth. If it is assigned to a sub­
committee of the church missions committee, Brotherhood, Woman's 
Missionary Union, and other church organizations should be repre­
sented.

The action of the committee should include the following activities.

Discover and analyze the needs of families and youth in the church 
and community. (See page 16BB for further information.)

Discover the resources in the church and community.

Evaluate the needs and resources and determine what services 
the church can provide.

Adopt a definite plan of action.

APPROPRIATE ACTION BY THE JUVENILE REHABILITATION 
COMMITTEE

. . . Orient the church congregation regarding the church’s 
ministry to families and youth in need.

. . . Recruit, screen, and select persons who can provide services.

. . . Cooperate with the educational leaders in developing a train­
ing program of personnel who will serve as sponsors, counselors, 
foster parents. ।

. . . Give leadership in setting up life adjustment programs with 
intermediates, young people, and families who have small children 
as well as teen-agers.

isGG

Implement the plan.
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. . . Give leadership in providing counseling services in the church. 
(Only skilled competent professional persons should be used in the 
counseling ministry. Where the need is so great and the finances of 
the church are such, a professionally trained social worker or 
counselor may be employed.)

. . . Provide information regarding the services that are available 
in the community, and make appropriate referrals to such agencies.

. . . Receive referrals from individual church members, organiza­
tions, and community agencies.

. . . Cooperate with the associational juvenile rehabilitation direc­
tor and other agencies and boards of the SBC.

. . . Serve as consultants to family and youth workers regarding 
problem children.

. . . Encourage the church to provide adequate facilities for whole­
some activities, staffed by personnel who can communicate with 
youth.

. . . Lend support in the strengthening of organizations which will 
work with families and youth in the church and communities.

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS

Brotherhood and WMU
Individual men, women and couples could sponsor a boy or girl 

who may be: on probation, in training schools, released from a 
training school, fatherless, or in need of an understanding friend.

Enlist men or women to become special friends to families whose 
offending sons and/or daughters are in need.

Reconvnend prospective foster homes.
Enlist men and women t< become counselors at special camps 

for delinquents,, dependent or neglected children.
Provide funds for youth to attend camps, in keeping with the 

financial policy of the church*
Provide appropriate aid such as clothing, food, furniture, for 

youth and/or families in need.
Provide job opportunities for youth in need of financial assistance.
Provide appropriate books, magazines, games, arts, and crafts for 

youth in detention, sheltered care and training schools.
Have a special study on "know your youth," their needs and 

problems.
Invite judges, social workers, probation officers, school counselors, 

etc. to speak on juvenile delinquency, foster home needs and other 
related subjects.

Make a tour of community agencies that work with youth and 
families. Become aware of their services. Know when referrals would 
be appropriate.
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Set up a crisis file of men and women who will give immediate 
response to a needed call for assistance.

Develop a resource file of individuals who can serve as tutors 
to slow learners who may become potential dropouts and delin­
quents.

Provide individuals who can teach charm classes at detention 
homes.

Encourage all youth organizations to become friends to friendless 
boys and girls.

Cooperate with the church juvenile rehabilitation committee and 
associational committee in meeting the needs of youth and families 
in conflict.

Support legislative efforts and worthwhile projects that will aid 
youth in the areas of prevention, control and rehabilitation of juvenile 
delinquency.

Training Union
Conduct special studies on juvenile delinquency and the church’s 

responsibility in prevention, control and rehabilitation through: use 
of visual aids, special speakers (judges, probation officers, social 
workers, ministers), tape recordings, and panel discussions.

Promote special projects in the community that relate to the 
needs of youth and families in trouble. Judges, police, probation 
officers, welfare workers should be interviewed.

Sponsor family clinics designed to- help parents and youth.
Provide training sessions for prospective sponsors, foster parents, 

and other leaders who work with youth.

Sunday School
Teachers should become a friend to the youth in conflict.
Provide spiritual guidance through teaching and example.
Enlist youth and their families in Sunday School.
Give special attention to the Sunday School dropout.
Contact the associational juvenile rehabilitation director and see 

what needs exist for Sunday School in dentention homes, shelter 
care homes, and training schools.

Provide materials for youth in detention homes and shelter care 
and/or training schools.

‘Miller, Haskell M.. op. clt., p. 136.
'Moore, Paul, Jr., The Church Reclaims the City (Seabury Press. New York. 1964) p. 177.
•Charles Williams as quoted by Paul Moore. Jr., op. clt., p. 169.
‘Knowles, Joseph W., Group Counseling (Prentice-Hall, Englewood Cliffs, N. J.. 1964) 

p. 34. i
•Williams, Daniel, The Minister and the Care of Souls (Harper and Brothers, New York. 

1961) p. 37. J
•Moore, Paul, Jr., op. clt, p. 186.
’Miller, Haskell E., op. clt., p. 162
•Moberg, David O., op. clt, p. 19.
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GO THOU
AND
DO LIKEWISE

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY AND RESOURCES

A president of the WMU in a local church said, "A new family 
moved on our block. The father was in prison and the mother was 
trying to be both mother and father to three boys and one girl. The 
two older boys, ages seven and nine, were constantly taking things 
from us. My husband scolded them, threatened them with the police, 
and forbid them to set foot in our yard. But they, continued to upset 
the entire block.

“We tried a new approach . . . 'Let's be friends!' I made them 
cookies and visited the mother who shared her burdens with me. 
My husband involved the boys in helping him with the lawn. "Now 
we are like second parents and my husband is like a father to them."

What can I personally do? Begin where you are.
To share a smile, a thought, an experience, a dream, an ideal 

with a youth is to share the best gift, the gift of self. For "never 
does one stand so tall as when he stoops to help a youth in need."

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
Bernstein, Saul. Youth on the Streets. New York: Association Press, 1964.
Burchinal, Lee G. Rural Youth In Crisis. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of 

Health, Education and Welfare, Office of Juvenile Delinquents and Youth 
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of Health, Education and Welfare, 1965.
National Committee for Children and Youth. Social Dynamite. Washington, 

D.C.: National Committee for Children and Youth, 1961.
Salisbury, Harrison E. The Shook-Up Generation. New York: Crest Reprint, 1958.
Tunley, Roul. Kids, Crime and Chaos. New York: Harper and Row, 1962.
Vedder, Clyde B. The Juvenile Offender. New York: Doubleday, 1954.

THE CHURCH AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
------------- . Faith that Works by Love. St. Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publish­

ing House, 1960.
Kempt, Charles F. The Pastor and Community Resources. St. Louis, Missouri: 

Bethany Press, 1960.
Miller, Haskell M. Understanding and Preventing Juvenile Delinquency. New 

York: Abingdon Press, 1958.
Moberg, David 0. Inasmuch. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 

1965.
Moore, Paul Jr. The Church Reclaims the City. New York: Seabury Press, 1964.
Oates, Wayne E. Where to Go For Help. Philadelphia, Westminister Press, 1957.
Roberts, Guy L. How the Church Can Help Where Delinquency Begins. Rich­

mond: John Knox Press, 1958.
Rowland, Stanley J. Ethics, Crime and Redemption. Philadelphia: Westminister 

Press, 1963.
Terkelsen, Helen E. Counseling the Unwed Mother. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice- 

Hall, 1964.
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Company, 1963.
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1965.
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COUNSELING
Blees, Robert A. Counseling with Teenagers. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 

1965.
Garrett, Annette, interviewing. New York: Family Service Association of 

America, 1942.
Knowles, Joseph W. Group Counseling. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 1964.
Koonce, Ray F. Understanding Your Teen-agers. Nashville: Broadman Press, 

1965.
May, Rollo. The Art of Counseling. New York: Abingdon Press, 1939.
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Press, 1947.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
American Family Service Association 
American Red Cross
Big Brothers-Sisters of America
Boys’ Clubs of America
Child Guidance Clinic
Child Welfare Department
City County Jail
Community Welfare Council
Council on Social Agencies
County Detention Home
County Shelter Care Home 
Denominational Child Care Programs 
Department of Public Welfare

Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children

Domestic Court
Employment Office
Guidance Department in Public Schools
Homes for Unwed Mothers
Job Corps Regional Office
Juvenile Court
Mental Health Association
Public Health Department
Probation and Parole Department
State Training Schools
Vocational Rehabilitation
Youth Police Division
Young Men's Christian Association
Young Women's Christian Association

FILMS
ANGRY BOY (32 min. Sd, b & w, Audio-Visual Center, Indiana University, 

Bloomington, Ind.) Dramatizes the story of Tommy who has been caught 
stealing at school and who is sent to a child guidance clinic rather than 
being treated as a criminal. Psychiatrists soon discover that Tommy's 
behavior is a result of an emotional problem; traces the disturbance to its 
source through a portrayal of his family life. ($5.00)

THE CULTURE OF DELINQUENCY (29 min b & w. Net Film Service, Audio- 
Visual Center, address same as above.) Develops the thesis that delinquents 
are produced by a delinquent culture and presents the idea that conven­
tional society unwittingly enlarges the delinquent society in penal institu­
tions. Describes and analyzes conflicts within our culture. Features an 
interview with an anonymous delinquent boy. ($4.75)

AS WE FORGIVE (50 min., b & w, Broadman Films, Baptist Film Center.) A 
Christian man takes two boys in trouble into his home, befriends them and 
helps them find jobs. As a result of his interest in them they find a new 
way of life.

BOY IN COURT (12 min. b & w, Audio-Visual Center, University of Indiana, 
Blowington) What might* happen to a boy in police court and prison is 
contrasted with his treatment in a model juvenile court procedure as a 
physical examination and psychological test are featured. This film was 
produced by the National Probation Association. The responsibilities of 
various agencies of the community in helping the probation officer re­
habilitate the delinquent te emphasized as is the effect of the home life 
of the child. ($4.50)

BOY IN THE DARK (28 mln. b & w, Broadman Films) Jeff's parents show more 
concern for social position than for his welfare. Lonely and unhappy, he 
soon becomes emotionally disturbed.

BUCK AND I (16 mln., b & w, Purchase $20 Baptist Home Mission Bo?rd, 
Atlanta, Georgia) A reenactment of a true story about the efforts of a 
Christian layman who helped a boy in need. The layman worked with the 
youth from the time of his appearing in juvenile court, through his probation 
period until he went into military service approximately four years later. 
Shows the relationships between the boy and the sponsor plus some of 
the organization that prepared the sponsor for his work. Contact State 
Missions Director or nearest Juvenile Rehabilitation Director. Service Charge 
Rental, Baptist Film Center.

CHILDREN IN TROUBLE (11 min., b & w, Audio-Visual Center, University of 
Indiana, Bloomington, Indiana) Discusses the causes of juvenile delin­
quency, what happens to the delinquent and the role of the home, church, 
school, police and community clubs in preventing and controlling juvenile 
delinquency. ($1.50)
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THE DOUBLE GUILT (30 min., b & w, Broadman Films, Baptist Film Center) 
Shows that both parents and children are to blame for juvenile delinquency 
and that both are responsible for corrective actions. ($9.00)

IRON HANDS (15 min., color, Broadman Films, Baptist Film Center) A story of 
a teen-age girl and her relationship to her father. It shows the importance 
of the manner in which discipline Is handled. ($9.00)

SUNRISE ON A DIRTY FACE (26 min, b & w, Illinois State Bar Association, 
424 S. Second Street, Springfield, Illinois) A 13-year-old boy, charged with 
stealing coal, was convicted and sentenced in the same court that judged 
adult offenders. James West, a young lawyer, attacked this problem In 
1904, believing that youngsters needed guidance more than punishment. 
The film presents the story of West's battle to establish juvenile courts in 
our nation's capital. ($1.00)

TEEN QUEEN (15 min., color, Broadman Films, Baptist Film Center) A girl's 
desire for popularity leads her to date a boy of questionable character. She 
learns the difference between cheap and wholesome personal relationships.

FOR ADDITIONAL ARTICLES, BIBLIOGRAPHIES, FILM 
CATALOGS, JOURNALS, AND PAMPHLETS CONTACT:

Audio-Visual Center, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.
Children's Bureau, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Washington 

25, D.C.
National Association for Mental Health, 10 Columbus Circle, New York 3, N.Y.
National Council on Crime and Delinquency, 44 East 23 Street, New York 10, 

New York.
Public Affair Phamplet, 22 East 38th C., New York 16, New York.
Science Research Association Inc., 259 E. Erie St.. Chicago, III. 60611.
The Hogg Foundation for Mental Health. University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 

78712.
The Human Relations Aids, 104 East 25th Street. New York 10, New York.
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MECHANIC WILLIAM GRIFFIN, above, helps fix more 
than cars, as he teaches youths from the center at his 
body shop, serves as vice president of the center's 
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The “striking out” behavior of a 

youth in conflict may be a cry for help. 
In his transitional period from child­
hood to adulthood he is searching for 
self-identity, purpose for being, the cen­
ter of power concerning his life, and 
someone to love and care for him. In 
order to find the answer to his search, 
he must be identified with someone who 
is greater and stronger than he is and
he must have the opportunity to 
come himself, a person in his 
own right. When significant adult 
relationships are impaired, broken 
or undeveloped, the youth may 
become delinquent in his behav­
ior, emotionally sick, or attempt 
to flee from Ijis fcustrations.

Jimmy, an eight year old who 
"hitchhiked" from Memphis to 
Mobile in ^search of his father, 
who was absent from the home 
by divorce, said to a policeman, 
"Mr., nobody loves me!"

Susan, an attractive 15 year old 
who was deserted by her parents 
when she was 13, whose father 
was wanted on five warrants, was 
"befriended" by a man twice her 
age, who exploited her, said to 
her teacher in detention, "I am 
tired of living!"

Bobby, an eager 13 year old 
and one of nine children whose 

be-

parents were unable to care for 
him, was placed in detention because 
there were no foster homes available. 
He asked the probation officer, "Isn't 
there someone who would be my par­
ents and let me live in their home?"

Danny, a depressed 16 year old, was 
rejected by both parents and grand­
parents. He was rescued from an at­
tempted suicide in his cell and re­
marked to the jailer who revived him, 
"1 am so much trouble to everyone!"

These young people and countless 
thousands of others in our communi­
ties are saying, "Won’t someone care 
for me?”

In our busy schedule of seeking suc­
cess and status, their cries often go un­
heard and their needs unmet. Churches,

Youth in Crisis—
Where’s the Christian?

C
By L. William Crews 

Director, Juvenile Rehabilitation, HMB

community agencies, and government 
must find better and more efficient ways 
to work together in providing ade­
quate care and conserving our most 
priceless resource. Advances have been 
made, but a quick glance at the needs 
reveal glaring neglect and abuse.

Joseph H. Reid, executive director 
of the Child Welfare League of Ameri­
ca, Inc., says’ we are doing a poor job 
in meeting the needs of the dependent 

A juvenile court judge, 
faced with the mounting 
problem of delinquent, 
dependent, and neglected 
children, said to the 
churches: “I am beating 
on your door for help!” But 
a denominational leader 
said: “The churches and 
associations are dragging 
their feet."

and neglected children. He writes, “In 
some states, the social worker who 
supervises children in foster care has 
as many as 140 children in his case­
load—far too many for him to help. 
More than a third of the parents of 
children in foster care receive no serv­
ice at all from the agency. With no plan 
for a child’s future—either for his ulti­
mate return home or for adoption—he 
lives in limbo.

“If there were adequate resources to 
plan intelligently and to clear up the 
legal and psychological barriers, al­
most half of the current 300,000 foster 
children could be placed for adoption."

There are scores of children who are 
free for adoption in Chicago, but

homes cannot be found because of the 
lack of social workers to look for these 
homes. Reid adds, “There are dramatic 
differences in the services a child re­
ceives from one state to another. For 
each child under 21, New York state 
spends $10.28 annually. Texas spends 
24 cents per child. Yet, even in New 
York, surveys have revealed that thou­
sands of children cannot find adoptive 
homes because of lack of funds. Day 

care facilities are highly inade- 
quate—in fact, in no area of 

M child welfare do truly adequate
HI services exist. If this is true of
H New York, what must it be in
HI Idaho, which spends nineteen
■ cents a year per child?"
H In many states public and pri- 
■ vate agencies have had to refuse 
H services to unmarried mothers 

and their children because there 
was lack of funds. Abortions, 

H suicides, and black market of
^B babies have been the results. 
H Many correctional training 
H schools for delinquent children
H are nothing but training schools
H of crime. Approximately 44,000
H children were living in public
H training schools in 1964 for an
■ average length of 9.3 months.
HI Twenty-eight percent of these will
™ return during the year for violat­

ing after care regulations.’
One state industrial and training 

school for boys, ages 15-18 which was 
built to house 600, has twice that many 
crowded into it. In one building, where 
190 boys are housed, there is one guard 
on duty who works a minimum of 72 
hours per week, at a beginning salary 
of $281 per month. One large room 
holds 125 boys, with double-deck beds 
jammed together. Until recently there 
were 230 boys herded into this room 
with triple-deck beds. Lights are left on 
24 hours a day and the boys are locked 
up on Friday night i^ptil Monday morn­
ing with no activities except church on 
Sunday morning. A lad sentenced to 
this training school spends the first 
three months “sitting” while waiting to 

be processed. The chaplain remarked, 
“if I were a lad sentenced to this insti­
tution, if I did not hate society when I 
came, I would hate it when I leftl" 
Thirty-three percent of these youth will 
return after being released because of 
further violation in crime.

Some 75,000 to 100,000 boys and ■ 
girls are placed in common jails each 
year in the United States.' In many 
cases they are exposed to hardened 
criminals and homosexuals. Many com­
munities have no shelter care homes for 
dependent children. They are housed 
with delinquent youth. One eight-year- 
old lad was “locked up” in jail because 
there was no place in a community of 
16,000 for dependent, neglected children.

When a concerned pastor asked the 
judge what he planned to do with the lad, 
the answer was, "Send him to the training 
school, as there is no other place for 
him to go . . . unless you will take him 
in your home.”

“Two-fifths of American mothers 
work. Four million children under six 
have mothers who are employed. Yet 
day care facilities for the children of-* 
working mothers exist for only a little 
over 200,000 children in the entire 
country."

While addressing the Governor’s Con­
ference of Youth in Chicago in 1963, 
Margaret Mead said, “The ratio of re­
sponsible adults to needy children has 
gone wrong all over the world. This is 
the most terrible thing about the popu­
lation explosion, that it has occured at 
the same time that the need is so great 
for counseling, for help from individual 
to individual.”

Without question, the church has 
come to such a time as this. She must 
burst out of the four walls and go into 
the streets, the divorte courts, the train­
ing schools, the hospitals and demon­
strate the good news of redemption to 
these needy children, youth, and fami­
lies. It must be communicated from one 
person to another through acts of love.

Hugo Culpepper has said, “It is not 
enough to verbalize the gospel, especi­
ally if one knows little about it in terms 
of redemptive experience. Our message 
must be authentic as an expression of 
God's grace working through us on its 
way to others; it must also be relevant 
to the needs of people in their total 
personality and in their life situation. 
It must be both personal and social in 
its application and effect.”*

Court personnel, judges, probation 
officers, police and welfare workers, 
who are constantly seeking resource 
persons to help them do a more effec­
tive work, frequently ask the question 
“Where is the church?” In too many

instances the church is so preoccupied 
with status, budget, moving to the 
suburbs, and building programs that 
she has become blinded and deaf to the 
cries and needs of children, youth, and 
families who are falling apart in their 
own midst.

One church in a western state be­
came concerned about the youth com­
ing to the juvenile court and decided to 
do something for them. The pastor 
later wrote, "Words cannot express the 
amazement and joy that we have ex­
perienced in our juvenile rehabilitation 
program in our church. It would take 
a book to tell you all the wonderful 
things that have already happened with 
the two families that we have been 
assigned.

"The first family has four boys—two 
of which are on probation for one year. 
There are six children in the family. 
For the last two Sundays we had all of 
these children in Sunday School, Train­
ing Union and both worship services 
and RA’s on Wednesday night. The 
mother, who is English, plans to come 
next Sunday. The father is stationed in 
Viet Nam. These boys are being as­
signed to men in onr church and already 
they have begun to have them in their 
homes and take them on outings. It is 
believed that wd will be able to reach 
the whole family for the church and the 
Lord.

"The second family is one of the 
most prominent in our area. Their son, 
age 16, has a suspended sentence for 
one year on good behavior. They could 
be considered a wealthy family. He is a 
civil engineer and has 25 engineers 
working under him and travels all over 
the world. Yesterday the father, mother 
and son were in worship services. The 
son has already made a profession of 
faith, and we believe we will win the 
parents also."

To minister to families in their crisis 
is to communicate the love of Christ, 

which becomes the means of winning 
them to Christ. A state director of 
evangelism has said, “Dollar for dollar 
more people are influenced for the sake 
of Jesus Christ by the juvenile rehabili­
tation ministries than any other program 
of the Southern Baptist Convention."

When judges and probation officers 
have come to understand the ministry 
of juvenile rehabilitation, they have re­
sponded, "When can we get started in 
this program?" A South Carolina judge 
said, “This is an answer to prayer!" 
A chief probation officer in Maryland, 
who serves on the faculty of the New 
York University School of Social Work, 
said, “I will personally train laymen to 
serve as sponsors of youth." The state 
director of juvenile rehabilitation in 
Mississippi said, "The courts in Missis­
sippi are ready for the juvenile rehabili­
tation ministry, but the churches and 
associations are dragging their feet." A 
juvehile court judge in Georgia said, “I 
am beating on your door for help!"

Only -God would know the impact 
that could be made in a community 
where the local churches and associa­
tion begin ministering to their neglected, 
dependent, abused, abandoned, delin­
quent, and predelinquent children. 
Christian men can serve as sponsors or 
special friends to the Jimmies, Bobbies, 
and Dannies. Couples can open their 
homes and hearts to the hurtj wounded 
Susans and Marys. Youth cajips can be 
provided. Counseling can be arranged 
in the churches on Saturday mornings. 
Pastors, business men, chaplains, social 
workers, and other qualified persons 
would gladly give counseling time.

Seventy associations in 18 states pro­
vided services to 3.500 families through 
juvenile rehabilitation ministries in 1965. 
Sixteen hundred boys and girls were 
related to adult sponsors. Three hun­
dred homes were opened to scores of 
children who were without the care of 
Christian parents. Three thousand youths 
were related to the church and began 
to experience the meaning of "life in 
all its fullness.”

Thousands of children, youth, and 
families must experience the redemp­
tive ministry of the church. Their needs 
are immediate. They cannot wait until 
tomorrow. Who will claim them for 
Christ in your community?

1 Parents. February. 1966. p. 40.
« Statistics on Public Institution for Delinquent 

Children. U.S. Department of Health. Educa­
tion and Welfare. Children’! Bureau. Washing- 
ton. D.C.. 1965, p. 1.

• Burchinal. Lee G„ Rural Youth In Crisis. 
(U.S. Department of Health, Education Md 
Welfare. Office of Juvenile Delinquents and 
Youth Development. Washington, D.C., 1965)

* Culpepper, Hugo, "Whither Southern Baptist 
Mission?" Review and Expositor. Vol.. LXII, 
No. 1. Winter, 1965, p. 5.
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JUDGE BENJAMIN SAMUEL SCHWARTZ OF CINCINNATI 
"We couldn't even get ministers to come out on Sunday”

Cincinnati
Juvenile Judge 
Speaks out for 
Troubled Youth

Photos and text by DALLAS M. LEE 
Associate Editor

More lawyers than preachers are 

speaking up for young people these days, 
according to a juvenile court judge in 
Cincinnati.

“If Southern Baptists had $2-million 
to put into juvenile rehabilitation, I 
could show them how to spend it over­
night on kids right here in Cincinnati," 
Judge Benjamin Samuel Schwartz said.

“You can send all the missionaries 
you want to, I have no quarrel,” he 
continued. “But let's not forget there 
are hungry people right here in this 
juvenile court building.

Judge Schwartz is a fair-minded, 
aggressive-talking judge in Hamilton 
County’s Juvenile Court Center. He 
speaks with a hint of indictment in his 
strong voice, not against Southern Bap­
tists, particularly—just against any or­
ganization that should be concerned, 
but isn’t.

“Take Protestant retreats for young 
people, for example," the judge said. 
“We had an experimental project, but 
we couldn’t even get ministers to come 
out on Sunday. Now we can’t get a 
dollar for the idea. Southern Baptists 
could spearhead something like this."

Schwartz is a man with a mission 
and, although he is Jewish, his first con­
cern is for troubled youth, and he will 
praise efforts any faith makes toward 
helping young people get a grip on life.

Illustrating that he backs his words 
with action, Schwartz initiated the idea 
and spearheaded the drive for what 
later turned out to be the Bob Hope 
House, a sort of halfway house in .re­
verse where boys in trouble are sent 
before sentencing to an institution is 
necessary.

Schwartz appealed directly to Bob 
Hope for support of the idea, and now 
Hope appears in Cincinnati every three 
years to raise funds for the home for 
boys.

"There was no place in this city for 
16-17-year old boys, except the state 
school,” he said. “And this idea works 
—out of 2-3,000 kids, only five have 
gone on to the state institution.”

The project is being watched on a 
nation-wide basis, but action hasn't 
come fast enough for Schwartz. "Just 
in this city, we could support five Hope 
houses for boys, three for girls," he said.

The Hope house is set up to serve as 
much like a home as possible, Schwartz 
explained. The boys are taken to ball 
games and other activities and they at­
tend city schools. Commitment to the 
Hope house is made by Judge Schwartz.

Although acknowledging the need for 
and the importance of halfway houses 
of this type, L. W. Crews, the Home 
Mission Board’s juvenile rehabilitation

director, said the Board has tended to 
emphasize personnel rather than insti­
tutions, primarily because funds are 
lacking to do both.

“By putting our dollars into person­
nel, the association, state conventions, 
and Home Mission Board are able to 
undergird the work of more than 70 
associations across the nation that in 
turn work to develop resources through 
local churches,” Crews said.

“About 75 percent of our associa­
tions are either urban or rural-urban," 
he added. "If volunteer workers would 
respond, we could minister to countless 
thousands of troubled young people 
with a foster home type of program."

Baptist juvenile rehabilitation work 
in the Cincinnati area is directed by 
Nelson Russell, a Home Mission Board 
appointee who also is supported by the 
local association. Russell serves as a 
sort of liaison between the court and 
churches and pastors who are willing 
to help out. He also works closely with 
Judge. Schwartz.

“What 1 attempt to do, really, is to 
make initial contact at the court level, 
follow it up by locating a pastor who 
is cooperative, and then together we 
find a sponsor in that pastor's church 
whq will take this young man or young 
woman under his wing for awhile, ’ 
Russell explained.

Russell said most of the delinquents 
are in the 14-16 year ago group, and 
that crimes cover the full range, from 
petty theft to murder.

"From my standpoint," he said, “the 
follow-up means that 1 visit in the 
young person’s home to get acquainted 
with the family. After I break the ice, 
I take a pastor with me and try to make f 
this relationship a kind of bridge be­
tween the court and the church and 
the home.”

What can the churches do, besides 
serve as a resource for sponsors?

“We want them to approach these 
young people as new prospects for the 
church and to treat them as such," 
Russell said. "As a matter of fact, I tell 
the sponsors that no one needs to knbw 
that a boy is from the court except the 
pastor."

How successful is this sponsorship- 
oriented approach? Russell said 75 
young people joined Cincinnati area 
churches in the last two years as a di­
rect result of referral or contact at 
the court.

EAST BASIN AREA: At left is the 
neighborhood that produces 75 per­
cent of the juvenile delinquents in 
Cincinnati. Crimes cover the full 
range, from petty theft to murder, 
says juvenile rehabilitation worker 
Nelson Russell, at left watching the 
remodeling of a Baptist Center 
building, which is in the heart of 
the East Basin District.
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Reaching the Hard-to-Reach

ARE THEY REALLY 
WELCOME?

BY T. E. CARTER 
Secretary, Industrial and Institutional 

Chaplaincy, HMB

Signs of invitation, advertisements, 

and periods of formal welcome during 
services say again and again that “who­
soever will may come” to our churches. 
But is the welcome mat really out?

Who is welcome? Is the former men­
tal patient welcome? Is the recently 
released prisoner included? The young 
girl oifthe next street just had an illegi­
timate baby; may she come and be wel­
come? What of the known alcoholic? 
The couple who fuss and fight—are 
they included? Are these and the many 
other troubled persons who often find 
their way to the door of your sanctuary 
really welcome?

The same questions might be asked 
concerning people of other races, but 
that should be dealt with in another 
article. The hard-to-reach and difficult- 
to-minister-to constitute the subject of 
this article.

There are a great many instances 
where they are genuinely welcome; 
however, the number is still tragically 
high of cases where they are made to 
feel most unwanted. It usually is not so 
much a matter of what is said to convey 
the idea; but communication and ac­
ceptance on the part of minister and 
people may occur on many levels, such 
as gestures, bodily attitudes, special 
meaning of words, facial expressions.

One mental patient in a state hospital 
for a second time told, his chaplain:

When 1 left the hospital a few 
months ago, I really felt good. I 
had greater control over myself 
than ever before. Life was wonder­
ful, and I wanted to continue my 
habit of. going to church. But a 

funny thing happened. When I 
went to church, some of the peo­
ple said they were glad to see 
me; but they didn’t really seem 
to meOT it somehow. Othtys, at 
times, just stared at me as though 
they expected 'me to act wild or 
something. That bothered me, but 
I tried to ignore them and £rove 
that I was well. But when the pas­
tor semed to treat me the same 
way, I couldn’t stand it. I wanted 
to go talk with him, but was not 
able to bring myself to do it. I 
think with their help and support 
I would have been able to get 
along without ever coming back 
here. Since I didn’t feel welcome 
though, I quit going, and—well 
here I am again.
A 16-year-old girl, who had been an 

unwed mother, returned from a ma­
ternity home much wiser and more 
mature with the firm purpose to live 
close to God and the church. She was 
told by two friends, daughters of church 
leaders, that they had been forbidden 
to associate with her anymore. “You 
can imagine how awful that made me 
feel," she said.

It is hoped that these examples are 
but a small sample of a vanishing min­
ority opinion. At the same time there is 
the haunting fear that these opinions 
may neither be small, vanishing, or in 
the minority.

TYPICAL FEELINGS EXPRESSED
The attitudes that church people as­

sume toward the, troubled and trouble­
some may be summarized by four broad 

classifications. First, they may feel su­
perior because alcohol, sex, chronic 
marital discord, or whatever it is, may 
not be a problem to them. Therefore, 
the one who is troubled by such matters 
is a “terrible” person and naturally in­
ferior. Second, there are those who dis­
play the attitude of indifference. Since 
they are detached and have no involve­
ment, they likewise have no concern 
one way or the other. One is reminded 
of the Old Testament passage: “And 
the Lord said unto Cain, 'Where' is Abel 
thy brother?’ And he said, ‘I know 
not; Am I my brother’s keeper?’ ” 
(Genesis 4:9). Third, a segment of 
society always wants to punish. “He 
made his bed of rock, now let him sleep 
on it!" While it is hoped that this feel­
ing is on the decrease, it is still very 
much with us. Fourth, there is the grow­
ing attitude of redemption which in­
cludes the ideas of understanding, help­
fulness, necessary protection, social and 
spiritual care, forgiveness, and restora­
tion to a proper and respectable posi­
tion in society.

What is the prevailing attitude one is 
likely to meet in your church? What are 
your own feelings as a leader of the 
church community? It is long overdue 
that we each give serious thought and 
consideration to the way we feel, be­
cause that is the general direction we^ 
will lead others under our influence.

The former inmate, patient, or other 
such troubled persons will often be re­
luctant to come to a church activity in 
the first place. It is important to realize 
that when he does attend or is other­
wise reached, he is most often not at 

his best in any respect. He has usually 
been damaged and weakened by the 
past experiences of a stressful situation. 
He now wonders what the future holds, 
how people will treat him, what he will 
say to their questions, etc. On the other 
hand, the church leaders who come in 
contact with him, whether at church, 
work, or home, will be stronger be­
cause of experience, position, and sta­
tus, plus (it is hoped) the support of 
the church. Thus the relationship that 
is established with the church leader is 
an unequal one in probably all respects.

It is, therefore, most important for 
the church leader to show a genuine 
concern for the individual and his situ­
ation. This is done by a warm interest 
in the person as he is and for what he 
can become in the sight of God. It is 
not done by unwanted prying and med­
dlesome tactics. The desirable relation­
ship is the same as the idea of accept­
ance which the pastoral counselor com­
municates to a client. It is the sort of 
attitude that causes one to feel safe 
enough, understood enough, supported 
enough, secure enough to face life and 
know that he is not alone. Because of 
such a situation the individual can lower 
his rigid defense, for it is not needed 
and serves no useful purpose.

CONCLUSION
Is this calling for such an idealistic 

goal for leaders and churches as to 
make it unattainable? Is this an un­
necessary emphasis? It would seem that 
the answer to both is an emphatic 
“No!” Rather, it is calling for an appli­
cation of the teachings of Christ. It 
calls for healthy self-acceptance with a 
recognition that we are sometimes com­
pletely unchristian about the practice of 
our Christianity. It calls for the church 
to become in fact, as well as in word, 
a place where all are welcome, all can 
find recognition and acceptance, with 
the opportunity for growth and fellow­
ship.

Is the welcome mat out—really oat— 
for “whosoever” may find a way to 
your church? May God grant an ap­
praisal and then a positive answer on 
the part of each. It will serve to create 
a healthier, more wholesome program 
of services and activities which will 
bring to a maximum the satisfactions 
and successes of our members and our­
selves. It will give hands and feet— 
practical meaning—to our much-talked- 
about “meeting of human needs.” It 
will put into action our Lord's words: 
“. . . I was an hungered . . . thirsty, . . . 
a stranger . . . naked . . . sick, ... in 
prison, and ye came unto me" (Matt. 
25': 35-36).
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Christians Urged to Get
Out Where the People Are

Churches have a Bible-based respon­
sibility to reach out into the strategic 
centers of civilization where the life and 
death issues are born, a Presbyterian 
pastor told Baptist mission centers lead­
ers here.

Christians who waste time and money 
looking inward at the existence of the 
institutions have lost the life-blood of 
their mission, and their churches will 
begin to weaken, he said.

"Any church that is not related sig­
nificantly in an outgoing way to the 
people and the community around it, is 
in danger, in fact is approaching its own 
death," Fred A. Stair of Atlanta said 
during a mission centers conference' 
sponsored by the Home Mission Board.

“The current introspection of the 
church, the institutionalizing of the 
church, is nothing but an indication of 
the cancerous diseases of bad theology, 
lack of pastoral concern, lack of love, 
and lack of outreach," he said.

Stair is pastor of Atlanta’s Central 
Presbyterian Church, which is recog­
nized nationally for its multiple minis­
try in a fast-changing, inner-city neigh­
borhood.

To develop a sensitivity to the com­
munity, Stair said, Christians must be 
willing to do more than just read about 
inner-city problems or juvenile delin­
quency, or ravages of slums—“they 
must get out to where these people are 
and see it, and smell it, and hear it, 
and feel it."

Christians first must develop a sensi­
tivity to the community in a pastoral or 
personal sort of way, with a willingness 
to add actibn to concern. Then, with 
the added strength of a theological or 
faith commitment, Christians will be the 
only ones- who show concern for the 
full spectrum of life—body, mind, and 
soul.

"You who are the Christians going 
out,” Stair told the mission workers, 
"are the only people in the entire com­
munity who are looking at life as a 
whole, who are looking at persons as a 
whole, who are looking at the total 
maturity of the individual.”

The biggest problem facing the 
church, in trying to minister to a com­
munity, is definition of the community, 
Stair said. People live, work, go to 
school, worship, and play in different 
communities.

"I think the great unsolved question 
in contemporary Protestantism at the

point of our ministry to the world," he 
said, “is where is our community?”

“We have to determine who and what 
the community is and where it is before 
we can find out its needs, and then on 
the basis of those needs, find out how 
to minister to them,” he said.

The ministry of the spoken word is 
the last step in redemptive witnessing— 
not the first, Baptist mission centers 
leaders were told by another speaker.

“There is a real peril in the ministry 
of the spoken word unless it has been 
preceded by a relationship that has 
demonstrated acceptance, integrity, un­
derstanding, and concerned listening," 
Walter Delamarter, director of social 
work education at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, said.

Demonstration of what one is must 
precede what one says, Delamarter said.

"If our words issued from a spirit 
of impatience and a desire to force-ac­
ceptance; if they attempt to deny the 

.one being helped the right of self- 
determination and personal freedom, 
they can never be liberating and heal­
ing,” he said. .

Delamarter went onflo warn the more 
than 200 mission center workers "that 
the Christian helper ultimately must 
face the reality of the spoken word."

"Ultimate Christian helping requires 
that we beqr our witness in words," he 
said.
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The Changing Challenge to Missions: PART 3

Mission and Missions: 
The Implications

by HUGO CULPEPPER
Director, Division of Missions, HMB

EDITOR'S NOTE: Las! month, Cui- 
pepper defined the difference between 
“mission" and "missions." In this last in­
stallment of a series of three articles, he 
takes a hard look at the implications in­
volved for Christianity.

W hat are the implications of mission 
and missions as we have sought to de­
fine, differentiate, and give exposition to 
them? So far, more has been done in

Marilyn Brown Oden. Must the min­
ister's wife conform to an expected role 
or can she be a person in her own right? 
Marilyn Oden believes she should be a 
thinking creative person. Her influence 
as a Christian on her husband and chil­
dren is more important than <arrying 
out the usual image of a minister's wife. 
Especially helpful to the young min­
ister's wife in discovering her identity. 
112 pages. $2.50

Order from your Baptlit Book Store
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changing terminology than in creating 
new organs, policy, and programs to 
implement the idea of world mission. 
There is little clarity and consensus at 
present about the new patterns needed 
for the Christian world mission in this 
radically new age of highly competitive 
world missions by many faiths and 
secular ideologies^flues are appearing, 
however, and they give intimation/ 
about new ways and means of mission.

The frontiers of the mission are no 
longer geographic—they are wherever, 
there are men and groups unreconciled 
to God and fellow men in Jesus Christ. 
This does not lessen responsibility for 
points overseas, but it does mean the 
disappearance of a sharp distinction be­
tween foreign and home missions and 
between mission and evangelism. The 
churches within the Church must now 
be concerned with the total witness to 
the world. >

A daring new openness and readiness 
to experiment are necessary. The most 
important new pattern is the redirec­
tion of the life of the Church toward 
the discharging of the apostolate of re­
conciliation. Christians must awaken the 
conviction that God has put the Church 
in the world to proclaim the gospel of 
reconciliation in the ministry of recon­
ciliation.

Church membership should be inter­
preted in terms of witnessing and min­
istering discipleship. Every congrega­
tion should consider itself a frontline 
post on a world mission. Somehow, the 
sending of missionaries must be directly 
related to the evangelism of the congre­
gation, with a sense of direct participa­
tion. In other words, people must real­
ize that community evangelism is an 
integral part of and cut from the same 
mold as the practice of sending mis­
sionaries overseas.

It is obvious that local evangelism 
and homeland ministry on the one 
hand, and the overseas witness on the 
other, should be seen as one program 
of witness to the whole world. How­
ever, a single bureaucracy for its direc­
tion is not a requirement, only a single 
objective. Policy, strategy, tactics, stew­
ardship, education, and promotion 
should be directed toward this end. 
Then the discovery of new patterns of 
mission will not prove so difficult as 
they do now.

Most urgently, new patterns are 
needed in the metropolis. Something 
different is needed from the traditional 
cult-centered and professionally-domi­
nated, village-oriented churches.

Small cells of reconciling ministry 
and fellowship, highly experimental, 
could pioneer. Companies of lay disci­
ples and ministers, well-grounded in the 
Bible and theology, might live and work 
with people in industry and business, 
and gather fellowship groups of people 
for mutual support, sustenance, and re­
conciliation. Each company could relate 
itself directly to the problems of the 
group and its society in the light of the 
Bible, theology, and Christian experi­
ence. And it could do it as it grapples 
with actual need in compassionate 
service.

The individual Christian must be the 
Church wherever he is, thus transport­
ing the Church with him across frontiers 
into the world. Personal soul-winning 
and witnessing can be strengthened if 
we can get congregations—the corpo­
rate dimension of the life of the people 
of God—moving out into the world.

The vocation of Uk Church is to 
move somehow into the areas of this 
world in an understanding sort of way, 
by sitting where the lost sit to see their 
side of life’s problems.

One impact is not likely to put a 
whole congregation on the move, but 
the leadership of our churches must 
prod these groups who are drawing mu­
tual sustenance because of common sin 
and common salvation to identify and 
to involve themselves with men who 
are without the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. Individual soul-winning cannot 
be overemphasized, but the power that 
could be added, if our congregations 
turned energetically to the world, would 
feed the taproot of spiritual resources 
of every Christian individual as well as 
of every church.

The training, inspiring, and leading 
of laymen as equals in a corporate body 
of ministers calls for a kind of pastor 
who now is rare. What the missionaries 
will do in the future will be determined 
by the new patterns of witness and 
ministry that emerge. One way of mov­
ing toward these new patterns would be 
to set free a considerable number of 
men and women from traditional duties 
and programs. They would be allowed 
complete liberty of initiative and plenty 
of time for experimentation. They would 
be committed to the Holy Spirit with 
freedom to blaze new trails for the 
Church in its apostolate.

But whatever the course of action, 
the whole church must focus its con­
cern, and this includes the congregation. 
Somehow, the congregation has got to 
see a relevance to being involved and 
committed and then work out a way to 
live on the frontier, on the front line of 
communication with the world.

Pointing up the ingrown nature of 
many of our churches, young adults in 
a Baptist church a few years ago ques­
tioned the justification for increasing 
the budget another $85,000 to make 
property improvements when so many 
obvious and immediate mission needs 
were going unmet. They were met with 
this alarming explanation from a 
deacon:

“Now, you come from a church up 
in another state, up to the Northeast, 
and maybe this is the way they did 
things there, a smaller church and all. 
But you haven’t really been with us 
long enough to understand the way we 
Southern Baptists work. You see, we 
give our money and we pay to have 
this work of reaching out done for us.”

The whole implication was to squelch 
this mission enthusiasm of involvement 
on the part of the young people by 
saying that Baptists have mission boards 
and other “experts” to whom this re­
sponsibility is delegated and who are 
paid to do the outreach for the churches. 
If this attitude could be changed, at the 

church level, many of the Baptist pro­
grams of outreach would come alive.

It may be idealistic, but Christians 
must be concerned enough and well 
grounded enough in faith and experi­
ence to involve themselves in encounter 
and dialogue with people of a non­
Christian faith, whether it be the secu­
larism of America, the dialectical ma­
terialism of Communism, the philoso­
phy of Islam, or the psychology of 
Buddhism.

This would be risky for many Chris­
tian people. But if a Christian has a 
willingness and enough stability in the 
Christian faith to listen and honestly to 
be willing to learn and to demonstrate 
that his first concern is for truth, then 
the non-Christian will be willing to lis­
ten to what the Christian has to say. 
If a Christian takes the other route and 
confronts the non-Christian with pre­
requisites such as “if you don’t believe 
this book (Bible), then we can’t talk 
any further,” he is apt to get in return 
a terse “that book doesn’t mean any­
more to me than the Koran or the 
Dialects of Confucius."

The Christian will make a stronger 
impression if he listens long enough to 
find out what the other believes, what 
his problems are, where he lives, etc. 
Proclamation confronts, but it does not 
have this possibility; dialogue does. Life 
is becoming so pluralistic and the hu­
man personality is so complex that 
there is a growing need for the under­
standing dialogue could bring.

One word of caution, however: apol­
ogetics help build bridges, but the time 
comes when you reach the end of evalu­
ation and appraisal and apologetic ap­
proaches, and you have got to tell the 
old, old story and then depend on the 
Holy Spirit of God to come into the 
heart of the man with whom you are 
identifying.

The pulpit minist or mass com-
munication is not to be discounted; this 
is not an “either-or” situation. But dia­
logue could add d dimension to the 
community of Christian fellowship and 
to the impact of the Christian witness 
that would strengthen the pulpit minis­
try by illustrating to all the concern 
Christianity has for the world.

Obstacles and hindrances are mani­
fold, competition is fierce, and the new 
ways and means are yet to de discerned. 
Yet all these present new opportunities 
for witness. Throughout all the rising 
tide of revolution can be discerned the 
hunger for liberation from lostness, 
meaninglessness, emptiness, fear, and 
for reconciliation. The call is for Chris­
tians to devote themselves to introduc­
ing Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.

LIFE
FOR A DEEPER

Order from your Baptist Book Store 
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SILVER 
SATURDAYS

Marion Flood French
Confident in life's extras, Marion French 
stresses the importance of making all 
our human contacts two-way streets, of 
realizing that everything in a life of 
value has its costs, of understanding 
thot life involves change and how nec­
essary it is to meet change with grace. 
Marion Flood French is a newspaper­
woman whose background keeps her 
close to the problems of livinp and yet 
aware of life's blessings. 96 pages. $2

THE TIME
OF OUR LIVES

Rita F. Snowden
We live by a timetable. Most of us 
follow it to find happiness at a certain 
point in the future. Miss Snowden brings 
us up-to-dote by saying that the time 
of our lives is NOW. Rita F. Snowden 
is a New Zealand writer-lecturer whose 
name is well known in most English- 
speaking countries. She has the ca­
pacity to touch people with down-to- 
earth truths about themselves ana their 
religion. Excellent for daily devotions. 
208 pages.
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By Mildred K. Zibulka. An interest­
ingly written book of instructions for 
creating 94 tested projects with cloth, 
glass, paper, and plastic. Beautiful, 
whimsical items for gift or sale are 
made at iitUe cost with materials 
that are usually discarded. Many il­
lustrations of actual-size patterns are 
featured. 112 pages.

Spiral bound, $3.50
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Baptist Men Involved 
In Mission Conferences
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neighborly 
visit with

Dale
Evans

Rogers

TIME
OUT, 
LADIES!
Dale asks the ladies in for a friendly chat 
about children, marriage, growing older, 
gossip, church ... all the gal? favorite 
topics at coffee-klatch or tea time. You'll 
enjoy Dale's informal confidences and 
profit by her counsel, as she shares her 
experiences as a Christian wife and 
mother in this delightful new book. $2.95

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE /-

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 
Westwood, N. J.

Communication Experiment 
Shows Spark of Creativity

A discussion of how people of 
different background reacted on their 
first introduction to the Christian 
faith has increased the tempo of 
many Baptist meetings.

But stir into the discussion an un­
usual account of a Baptist home mis­
sionary to some language group and 
you’ve got the makings of a motivat­
ing experience.

This type of spiritual experience 
is only one of many that Southern 
Baptists can expect during Home 
Missions Week, Aug. 4-10 at Glori­
eta, and Aug. 18-24 at Ridgecrest 
Baptist Assemblies.

More than 500 missionaries will 
be on the grounds during each of 
these special weeks. Baptist men also 
will be Afi hand for Brotherhood 
and Royal Ambassador leadership 
conferences.

Persons attending home missions 
week will see how new missionaries 
are commissioned for service, hear 
testimonies of unusual missions ex­
periences, and participate in Bible 
study led by qualified seminary 
teachers.

During the week, Baptist men will 
receive suggestions on how to use

of the activities of the special week. 
Foundation for the theme is the 
Southern Baptist Convention em­
phasis on a church fulfilling its mis­
sion through education and the 150th 
anniversary of the American Bible 
Society.

Here’s the lineup for program per­
sonalities at Glorieta:

PREACHER—Jaroy Weber, pas­
tor, First Baptist Church, Beaumont, 
Tex.

BIBLE TEACHER—Harold K. 
Graves, president, Golden Gate Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Mill Val­
ley, Cal.

MISSION PERIOD DIRECTORS 
—Wayne Ward, associate professor 
of Christian theology, Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Foy Valentine, executive secretary, 
Christian Life Commission, Nash­
ville; and Emanuel Carlson, execu­
tive director, Baptist Joint Commit­
tee on Public Affairs, Washington.

MUSIC DIRECTOR—Posey 
Starkey, minister of music, First Bap­
tist Church, Montgomery, Ala.

Program personalities for Ridge­
crest include:

PREACHER—R. Jack Robinson,these missions experiences to work ----------- ,
with other Baptist men in their pastor First Baptist Church, Augusta, 

■ ' ' Ga.church.
Also planned are special confer­

ences for men needing help in how­
to work with Royal Ambassadors 
and Baptist men. They will harmo­
nize with other mission week events.

For instance, leaders of Royal 
Ambassadors will get help in devel­
oping a successful program for boys. 
This will include a preview of chap­
ter programs for boys in 1966-67 
and how to involve boys in missions.

The Baptist men’s conferences will 
include help in conducting a pro­
gram for Baptist men. They will get 
a peek at what men will be doing in 
1966-67 and will discuss ways men 
can help others through mission 
actions.

The theme, “God’s Word for Our 
Day," will thread its way through all

BIBLE TEACHER—Duke Mc­
Call, president, Southern Seminary.

MISSION PERIOD DIRECTORS 
—Valentine, Carlson, and John New­
port, professor of philosophy of reli­
gion, Southwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Ft. Worth.

General conferences are planned 
in such areas as witnessing, graded 
mission study, juvenile rehabilitation, 
language missions, literacy missions, 
metropolitan missions, pioneer mis­
sions, schools of missions, rural- 
urban missions, Work with National 
Baptists, personnel.

For reservations, write: E. A. Her­
ron, Glorieta Baptist Assembly, 
Glorieta, N.M., or Willard K. Weeks, 
Ridgecrest BaptiST Assembly, Ridge­
crest, N.C.

T he recorded music over the radio 
was fast and frantic, reflecting the mood 
of the day and the generation. Without 
any introduction by the announcer, a 
confident voice broke in between re­
cordings:

“This is Harold Kearse of Fairfax 
with a personal question."

With that identification, Harold 
Kearse, a young lawyer, who is a dea­
con in the First Baptist Church of Fair­
fax, S.C., began his Christian witness 
on a popular music radio program.

His question was: "Are you a family 
man?" He paused and then said: “My 
wife and I are the proud parents of six 
children, and I am grateful to God for 
my family. But, you know, there is 
another family in which I am a part. 
It is my spiritual family that I was born 
into when I trusted Jesus as my Saviour. 
You too can be a part of that spiritual 
family of faith by accepting Jesus as 
your Saviour and Lord.”

Immediately the next record on the 
music survey was under way and a 
Christian confession of faith with a 
personal committment to help others 
had been given.

Harold Kearse, along with eight other 
active Baptist deacons, was engaged in 
a spot radio evangelism campaign. Using 
the same introduction and close, Laurie 
Jowers, an insurance salesman asked: 
“Are you prepared for the storms of 
life? You know the storms that are 
mental, emotional, financial, as well as 
physical. I have had to face some very 
difficult situations along life's way and 
the Lord has been with me through each 
one. You, too, can have the same per­
sonal companionship, if you will trust 
Jesus as your Saviour and Lord . .

Ruby Wilson, a gas company service­
man, directed his question to fathers.

“I used to feel like a dog seeing my 
kids go off to church while I sat at 
home. At my house, thanks to the Lord, 
things are different now. I had trusted 
Jesus as a young man, but it was my 
children that helped me to grow up 
spiritually. Isn’t it time you started act­
ing like a man—a man who, knows 
Jesus'as his Saviour and Lord?”

AH nine deacons of the First Baptist 
Church of Fairfax, worked with their 
pastor, James M. Pitts, in writing and 
recording a personal confession of their 
faith. Each man was urged to share his 
own salvation story. The language had 
to be understandable and simple. Phras­
ing was adapted to each man’s person­
ality and delivery. The men were mind­
ful that radio is an individual media, so 
the presentation had to be in a con­
versational tone.

In an awareness that only church- 
orientated people listen to the regular 
worship service broadcast produced by 
the church, a decision was made to use 
spot radio advertising. “We decided to 
go where the action is," one deacon 
said. "If the people are not coming to 
church, then the church has to go to 
them."

It was decided purposely to omit in 
this Christian communication experi­
ment any reference to the church insti­
tutional facilities or organizations. The 
primary purpose was to communicate 
a personal confession of Jesus and to 
establish a posture of Christian helpful­
ness on the part of nine committed 
men. Other goals were: to identify men 
in various places of community leader­
ship as committed Christians; to pub­
licize an intensive eight-day period of 
evangelistic services. No reference was 
made to, guest evangelists, musicians, 
special emphasis nights, air condition­
ing, nursery facilities, parking, etc. 
Even the word “revival" was omitted 
from the messages.

The church bought 90 spots on three 
radio stations in the area—10 spots 
were broadcast on each station on 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. The 
messages were broadcast on a run-of- 
schedule basis. Only two requests were 
made to the radio station managers: 
first, no comment be made before or 
after any message by the announcer; 
second, messages should not be placed 
near any religious program. This was 
to avoid confusing the message with 
any regular religious program and to 
assure exposure to the nonreligious ra­
dio audience.Home Missions June, 1966
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Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, 
because he hath anointed mi
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When you have heard the call, 
Clear Creek Baptist School can 
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Engaged ai 
couples an 
selors will

coun- 
I the

facts they need in this 
frank, reverent book. 
Here is the first Christian 
manual to give detailed, 
practical counsel for suc­
cess in both spiritual and 
physical aspects of 
marriage. $3.95.

rewards for young peo­
ple from junior high 
through college ages. 
Bible-based counsel on 
family relationships, 
study habits, careers, 
facing failure and many 
other vital issues. Cloth, 
$2.95. Paper, $1.00.
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The emotion-packed life
of Wally Herron, mission- * 
ary pioneer in the Bo- /
livian jungles. Daring, 
imaginative, he min­
istered to Bolivia's 
lepers, reached isolated 
peoples through avia­
tion-evangelism, and 
stood ready to serve 
wherever God called.
Ulus. $3.95.
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Texas
Youth Congress

Aids Latin
in Two

Cultures

atin Americans in the U.S. often
are caught in transition between two 
cultures, particularly in areas of heavy 
Latin population where adaptation to 
the Anglo world is not necessarily a 
matter of survival. As a result, they 
face a decision that later will shape 
their lives: to reject one culture entirely,'' 
or to seek the advantages of both.

Aware of this background, the lan­
guage missions department of the Bap­
tist General Convention of Texas for 
the last two years has sponsored a 
youth-initiated, youth-run symposium 
aimed at making the advantages and 
opportunities known to Latin Ameri­
can high school seniors and college 
freshmen.

The state-wide meeting, which drew 
500 young people in 1965 at San An­
tonio and nearly 600 this year at the 
First Baptist Church in Austin, brings 
the youth face-to-face with various vo­
cations and sheds some light on how to 
choose a college.

“The Latin American Youth Con­
gress emphasizes that these young peo­
ple have the greatest opportunity of 
any. Latin American generation to find 
their places in business and professional 
vocations,” Dallas P. Lee, secretary of

the department of language 
Texas, said.

missions in

Is there really a serious problem? 
Ben Rodriguez (shown above), a Uni­
versity of Texas freshman from Har­
lingen, Tex., says there is.

“There is some prejudice either way 
you turn,” Rodriguez said. “If you try 
to fit too snugly into the Anglo society, 
there always will be some Latin Ameri­
cans who will resent you for it. And 
if you shun the Anglos for the com­
pany of Latin Americans only, then the 
Anglos resent you."

And, he adds, this type of inner 
turmoil can affect those lifelong deci­
sions about vocation and education.

“It’s bound to prevent incentive," he 
said. "If you’re under constant conflict, 
it uses up all your energy and you for­
get the future. I think its sort of an in­
feriority complex, really."

Although Rodriguez, who is study­
ing nuclear engineering, obviously has 
no inferiority complex, his background 
justifies his insight into the problem. 
He was born and raise^in South Texas, 
where the Latin American definitely can 
seek refuge in his native culture, and 
he learned to speak Spanish before 
English.

.ASTiPT- Yp^YO’y;

BEN RODRIGUEZ CONDUCTING TOUR OF UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS CAMPUS 
“Education is the key that eliminates that two-way prejudice . . .”

Use of his Spanish began to dwin­
dle, however, since the schools had 
rules against speaking Spanish—“Latin 
Americans have to adapt first," he 
observed.

Now he is studying Spanish again, 
primarily to keep his native culture 
muscles tone. “My mother told me my 
Spanish was terrible,” he said, “but 1 
tried advanced level Spanish in college, 
and I have made As and Bs."

"Personally," he said, “I’m an 
adapter. It’s this separation that I think 
is bad. I think Latin Americans need to 
mix with Anglos to find the good in 
both sides. And besides, the Anglo 
society is where the Latin American 
must live and work, and play."

“Keep the native culture, definitely,” 
Rodriguez said. "But don’t separate 
yourself from the Anglo world—you 
will just be building a shell around 
yourself and stifling your own future."

"Education is the key that eliminates 
that two-way prejudice you sometimes 
find yourself faced with," he said. “For 
example, in South Texas it was sort of 
unpopular to speak Spanish and it was 
ruled out by the schools, and 1 sort of 
dropped out of the habit. Then when

1 came to college, I was admired for 
being bilingual."

"I think the congress is good in this 
respect," he said. “Maybe it will spark 
an incentive in some.”

Although featured speakers in gen­
eral assembly sessions during the two- 
day meeting emphasized the importance 
of holding on to the language and 
native culture, major emphasis was 
placed on vocational seminars, in which 
professional people covered a wide 
range of vocations, from education, 
law, and medicine'to social work, coun­
seling, and church-related vocations.

The idea of the youth congress grew 
out of the summer Latin American 
youth camp sessions at Alto Frio, the 
Texas Baptist encampment, Lee said. 
Daniel Sanchez and Carlos Cobos, stu­
dents at Southwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Fort Worth, became 
the major spokesmen for the movement, 
and language missions then offered its 
support and guidance.

Sanchez, a senior this year, was the 
first president of the congress. Cobos 
has succeeded him and will be in charge 
of planning the 1967 spring congress, 
which has been scheduled on the cam­
pus of Southwestern Seminary.
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it’s hard 
to believe!

This Woman
Actually
Is Wearing 
AVery 

Powerful
'if Hearing Aid.

Resting inconspicuously behind this 
woman's right ear. is a tiny, powerful 
hearing aid . . . the remarkable Radio­
ear 900. Combines more new and (' 
extraordinary features than ever be- |
fore. Has new tonal realism! New 
moisture protection! New rugged con­
struction! Yet the Radioear 900 is so 
tiny it's hard to believe it is a hearing 
aid. This is the behind-the-ear aid j 
you've been waiting for. There are 
styles for both men and women. Natu­
ral-looking eyeglass models also avail­
able. Send coupon today for free, full­
color brochure showing actual photo­
graphs. You also will receive a reveal­
ing new booklet. "The Truth About It
Nerve Deafness." Write now anti get I Ij 
both booklets absolutely free.

Radioear Corporation |i
Department 2U _ . /
Valley Brook Road
Canonsburg, Pa. 15317 ...J....A—\

Rush to me both booklets. I understand there 
is no obligation.
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If you read or teach 
the Bible 
you should own 

Unger's BIBLE 
HANDBOOK

This BRAND NEW book is indispens­
able for those who read and study the 
Bible. Here in one compact volume is a 
treasury of biblical truth, a companion 
to Bible study, an encyclopedia of infor­
mation. and a comprehensive guide to 
understanding the Scriptures.

UNGER'S BIBLE HANDBOOK is literally a 
library of important biblical data, based 
on the most recent archaeological dis­
coveries and the finest evangelical schol­
arship—a mountain of facts at your 
fingertips.

l/ALUABLE FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN . . . 
student, minister, teacher, and interested 
“>""E
Compact, Sptciol (,
easy-to-use . Introductory C
handbook size j prjet G
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REVIEWS

THE GHETTO OF INDIFFERENCE, by 
Thomas J. Mullen, Abingdon Press, Nash­
ville, 1966, 111 pp., $2.25.

"The have-nots lie bleeding along 
the road, and the haves are passing 
them by on their way to church."

The Ghetto of Indifference confronts 
the respectable local church ... the 
Wasp (white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants 
of the middle class) with special oppor­
tunities of personal involvement and 
witness in the social crisis of today. It 
underscores the ghetto in which the 
Wasp has chosen to live and the gap 
that separates him from the have-nots. 
It demonstrates how indifference toward 
the have-nots prevents the average 
Christian in understanding, having com­
passion, and taking action in minister­
ing to society’s outcasts. It challenges 
the Christian to rise above his personal 
preoccupation with simple morality by 
going deeper within himself and seeing 
the sinfulneft of his social irresponsi­
bility. Concrete suggestions are made 
as to how the church can become 
aware of the needs of the have-nots 
and the obligation of the haves. *

The Ghetto of Indifference will help 
the reader to see that worship and work, 
love for God and love for man are 
closely related. It leaves the reader with 
the feeling that it is time to get involved 
in ministering and witnessing and re­
veals various ways for him to begin 
where he is, in his own church.

—L. William Crews

THOSE WHO CAME FORWARD, by Curtis 
Mitchell, Chilton Books, Philadelphia, PS., 
1966, 281 pp., $3.95.

This book has warmth and sincerity. 
It presents through the lives of many 
who have made decisions under the 
ministry of Billy Graham the continu­
ing values of mass evangelism. The ex­
periences related come from all types 
of people—both sexes, all ages, many 
different backgrounds, and from around 
the globe. Although the reader will 
probably not doubt the experiences re­
lated, he may feel that they have been 
selected in such a way as to support the 
author's bias. There may be the impli­
cation in places that large churches are 
more likely to be weak churches; the 
term “surrender" is used often enough 
in the manuscript to suggest that the 
lost person must be actively “fighting" 
God on all frouts and then “surrender" 

if he is to feel that his conversion is 
real. “Bargaining" with God is implied 
on page 127.

I personally felt that the title (a very 
good one, by the way) promised a little 
more than it delivered because of the 
rather lengthy section given over to 
letters from those who have made-de­
cisions because of Graham’s written or 
televised ministry. These are unques­
tionably effective ministries, but "Those 
Who Came Forward" implies that the 
book will deal almost entirely with 
those who have made public decisions 
in his crusade meetings.

I enjoyed the manuscript and the 
book will undoubtedly sell.

—James Clark
Baptist Sunday School Board

BILLY GRAHAM, THE AUTHORIZED BI­
OGRAPHY, by John Pollock, McGraw Hill 
Book Co., New York, 288 pp., $4.95.

This is a book for superlatives. It 
tells the story of how a gangling coun­
try boy from North Carolina has be­
come a world figure, though still two 
years short of his fiftieth birthday. The 
author has fulfilled his task with con­
summate skill, not disguising his ad­
miration and affection for his subject, 
but avoiding the pitfalls of biographers 
who write about celebrated living sub­
jects. Billy Graham appears in these 
pages as a great human being—all boy 
in his early years, bunglingly enthusias­
tic in his Christian youth, swept along 
by the will of God to heights of re­
sponsibility and opportunity which often 
scared him, achieving glorious success 
as an evangelist, recognized and hon­
ored by the great of this earth, and yet 
maintaining his humility and sense of 
amazement that all this should happen 
to him. No attempt is made to gloss 
over the mistakes of Billy’s life, begin­
ning with an unfortunate choice of 
college. But the person who emerges 
from these pages is a giant in prayer, 
faith, and accomplishment, whose story 
magnifies the grace of God. Billy Gra­
ham, we learn, was baptized in 1939 
in a Southern Baptist Church in Florida, * 
and ordained to the gospel ministry in w 
that same state. The narrative of his 
great campaignyn Los Angeles, Britain, 
India, Australia, and through the United 
States, is an epic without equal.

—Donald F. Ackland
Baptist Sunday School Board

NEWS/
/ From Baptist Press

“Operation Penetration” Reaps 
Startling Results in Illinois

Simultaneous revivals in the Great 
Lakes area, following close on the heels 
of a Sunday School witnessing cam­
paign, are reaping healthy results, in 
some instances even doubling the mem­
bership of fledgling churches.

At the end of a two-week “Operation 
Penetration" revival crusade in six 
northern Illinois associations (113 
churches), Illinois evangelism secretary 
Lee Swope reported 1,581 decisions— 
510 for baptism, 205 additions by let­
ter, 838 rededications, 28 decisions for 
special service.

Eual Lawson of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board’s division of evan­
gelism directed the Illinois “Operation 
Penetration” crusade, which drew about 
90 pastors and 40 song leaders from 20 
states.

“The large number of music direc­
tors really added strength,” Swope said. 
“Our churches were impressed with how 
their choirs could sing with capable 
direction. We just don’t have enough 
talent like that in the area yet."

Lawson said the membership of a 
few of the small churches was doubled 
by the revival drive.

William Slagle, evangelism secretary 
in Indiana, said indications were that 
the revival effort in his state will pay off 
both immediately and in the future, pri­
marily due to a strong visitation cam­
paign.

“Effects of the revivals will be far- 
reaching," he said. “There were more 
visitations, and more occasions where 
people presented the gospel than I have 
ever seen. It was a long-range fruit-bear­
ing effort.”

The statewide Indiana campaign was 
headed by Jack Stanton, a Home Mis­
sion Board evangelist.

The three northern Indiana associa­
tions that were participating directly in 
the Great Lakes “Operation Penetra­
tion" crusade, were led by C. Y. Dossey 
of Dallas, who recently retired from the 
Home Mission Board’s evangelism staff.

Wisconsin and Minnesota had sched­
uled their "Operation Penetration" re­
vivals for the week preceding the South­
ern Baptist Convention in Detroit.

“We are expecting strong revivals,” 

Frank Burress, superintendent of mis­
sions in Wisconsin, said previous to the 
crusade. “Reports are coming in now 
from our pastors, who are saying the 
Sunday School witnessing campaign was 
one of the best things we ever had. It 
was good preparation for the revivals.”

More than 20 visiting evangelists, 
mostly from Texas, participated in 
the Wisconsin-Minnesota campaign. O. 
Byron Richardson, associate in the 
Texas Baptist evangelism division, di­
rected the crusade.

No Sanctuary 
Where 

The Action Is

see July's issue 

Simultaneous Crusade
Evangelists Report in Alaska: 
“Best in History of Convention” 

The 1966 simultaneous revival cru­

sade was the best in the history of the 
Alaska Baptist Convention, according 
to William Hansen, executive secretary 
of the convention.

The 33 participating churches and 
missions reported about 150 additions
through Friday of the second week.

John Havlik, Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board evangelist who directed 
the two-week campaign, said the re­
vivals for the first time attained signifi­
cant results in churches and missions 
that minister to native Alaskans, both 
Indians and Eskimos.

"At the First Yukon Baptist Mission, 
where Harry Lee Thomas of the States­
ville Avenue Baptist Church in Char­
lotte, N.C., was evangelist, the wife of 
an Indian chief was converted, and her

In Four Months

Mission Giving 
Over $22.1 Million 
Contributions to world missions 

through the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion reached the $22.1 million mark at 
the end of April, the Executive Com­
mittee reported.

During the first four months of the 
year, Southern Baptists gave $7,757,220 
to missions causes through the de­
nomination’s Cooperative Program uni­
fied budget plan, and an additional 
$14,431,151 to designated missions 
causes, mostly foreign missions.

So far during 1966, missions gifts 
have exceeded contributions for the 
same period last year by $1.9 million— 
an increase of 9.38 percent.

The $7 3/4 million given to missions 
through the denomination's Cooperative 
Program budget from January through 
April is a $386,357 increase over un­
designated budget contributions for the 
same period during 1965. It is a percent­
age increase of 5.24%.

The $14.4 million in designated gifts 
is an increase of $1.5 million over desig­
nated contributions for the same period 
laSt year, and an 11.75 percent increase.

For the month of April alone, budget 
contributions reached $1,953,503, and 
designated gifts were $1,969,219; bring­
ing total missions gifts for the month to 
$3,922,723.

conversion resulted in the conversion of 
six other natives,” Havlik said.

At the East Third Avenue Baptist 
Church in Anchorage, a Mexican man, 
who earlier had driven the pastor and 
visiting evangelist Glenn Godsey out of 
his house, was saved during the second 
week of the revival. Godsey is pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Plainview, 
Tex.

More than 40 professions of faith in 
Fairbanks’ Tanana Baptist Association 
were reported by Don Aderhold, pastor 
of the Columbia Drive Baptist Church 
in Decatur, Ga., who directed the cam­
paign in the Fairbanks area.

Twenty-five ministers from 13 states 
preached during the campaign, includ­
ing Fred B. Moseley, assistent executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Home Mis­
sion Board.
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of San Lorenzo, Calif., 
was appointed by the lan­
guage missions department 
to serve among the Span­
ish-speaking people of 
Tracy, Calif. He is a grad­
uate of California Baptist 
College, Riverside, and 
Golden Gate Baptist The­
ological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif. His birthday 
is Jan. 20.

Mrs. Lawrence G. Wil­
kerson was appointed, 
along with her husband, to 
serve among the Spanish­
speaking people in the 
Tracy, Calif., area. Mrs. 
Wilkerson, a native of Pol­
lard, Ark., graduated from 
California Baptist College, 
Riverside. She was born 
on April 1.

Ruth Annette Johnson 
was assigned to the Boyce- 
Portland Goodwill Center 
in Louisville by the metro­
politan missions depart­
ment. Miss Johnson was 
born in Chipley, Fla., on 
Feb. 13. She is a graduate 
of Florida State Univer­
sity, Tallahassee, and 
Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Louisville.

Raymond Langlois was 
appointed as an area mis­
sionary to Cleveland, Ohio, 
by the metropolitan mis­
sions department. A native 
of Nashville, Tenn., Lang­
lois graduated from Bel­
mont (Baptist) College, 
Nashville, and Southern 
Seminary, Louisville. He 
was born on Sept. 14.

“People were calling me preacher and thinking of me 
as preacfter ... I remenfber going forward in the church 
service and asking the congregation to pray for me—I 
wanted to know if man, was calling me, or God. Some 
months later I surrendered my life to the ministry.”

Lawrence G. Wilkerson, Tracy, California.

Jess E. Dittmar was 
named pastoral-superin­
tendent of missions in 
Lafayette, Ind., by the 
rural-urban missions de­
partment. Dittmar, a na­
tive of Idana, Kans., grad­
uated from Oklahoma 
Baptist University, Shaw­
nee. He was born on Oct. 
25. \

Frank Wheeler of Choc­
taw, Okla., was appointed 
by the rural-urban missions 
department to serve as 
superintendent of missions 
in Alamogordo, N.M. 
Wheeler graduated from 
East Texas Baptist Col­
lege, Marshall, and South­
western Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Fort Worth. 
He was born on Sept. 1.

Weldon Foster, a Point, 
Tex. native, was assigned 
to Claremore, Okla., as 
superintendent of missions 
by the rural-urban missions 
department. Foster is a 
graduate of the University 
of Corpus Christi, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, and South­
western Seminary, Fort 
Worth. He was born on 
Jan. 23.

L. M. Norwood was ap­
pointed by the rural-urban 
missions department to 
serve as superintendent of 
missions in Wewoka, Okla. 
Norwood, a native of Bok­
chito, Okla., earned de­
grees from East Central 
State College, Ada, Okla., 
and Oklahoma University, 
Norman. He was bom on 
Nov. 30.


