


LETTERS /
/ From Our Readers -"Missions

Pro and Con~on Race
At our regular business meeting of the 

First BaptisfChurch, we voted to discon­
tinue the giving of (the magazine) to each 
one who desired it. . . . We are doing this 
because we tip not agree with the material 
that is coming-out in your magazine. The 
Southern Baptist Convention is a white 
convention. The negroes (sic) have their 
convention. There is no Scripture that says 
they should be together. The negroes (sic) 
do not want to worship or sing as we do 
so their presence would only cause a dis­
turbance in our churches. If this trend 
continues, I will prophesy rather than make 
a threat that the Cooperative Program will 
also be cut out.

Bob Leavell 
Grenada, Miss.

• I have never been so tired “of our 
responsibility to the Negro race." We owe 
them to “love them” and that is all. . . . 
If you will put down a little bit of your 
criticism and look for what the South has 
already done for them in the past and look 
for a little they can do for themselves. All 
of our older churches have in the church 
records names of Negroes as members. 
Tjie^withdrew themselves. No whites made 
them do it, but (and a big one) we don’t 
like a carload of sorry Negroes and whites 

>from the North to come down here at the 
taxpayers' expenses—come stalking in our 
congregations, crawl from one end of the 
pew to the other over white people to sit 
down and disturb a worship service.

You condemn the whole South for one 
man that might have asked before he pre­
sented himself for membership and saved 
a lot of untruths. They have had it handed 
to them on a platter so long they feel we 
owe it all to them. We don’t; our fore­
fathers fought for this country, not the 
Negro. The Indians are the ones we should 
be helping. See if we can have something 
else for awhile besides integration.

Mrs. Alva Gatewood 
Forest, Miss.

• My hearty congratulations on the 
issue of January! This is the positive and 
creative approach to improving race rela­
tions which ’ should receive universal ap­
preciation. Pastors and laymen will find 
both challenge and practical guidance in 
this issue in their effort to make a valid 
contribution to Christian fellowship across 
racial lines in their own communities.

O. Norman Shands 
Kansas City, Mo.

“My Dander Is Up!”
Pardon me, sir, but my dander is up! I 

gather from your editorial, “Are Churches 
Autonomous?* that you believe in the au­
tonomy of the local churches as long as 
they do what you “recommend or sug­
gest." . . . Maybe the majority vote does 
not always “implement the will of Jesus 
Christ,” but it certainly is far ahead and 
above any ecclesiastical heirarchy however 
correct and upright the thinking of said 
heirarchy may be.

... the denominational agencies . . . 
came into being as a result of the action 
taken by the conventions which are made 
up of messengers duly elected or appointed 
by the local churches.

... it seems to me that you are the tail 
and we are the dog and we are supposed 
to wag you, not you wag us. We created 
you, we pay you, and you are our servant, 
we are not yours. We have the power to 
continue you or to discontinue you. You 
are a servant to the denomination, not its 
overseer. While we grant you the right to 
make recommendations or suggestions we 
do not have to feel guilty because we do 
not follow them.

The local church never has claimed that 
its majority vote was the clear expression 
of the will of Christ. But it will have to 
remain until a better method comes along. 
The autonomy of the local churches is the 
greatest safeguard against the instigation 
and perpetuation of an ecclesiastical heir­
archy. We are under the authority of 
Christ. When we vote on a business matter 
or policy each one is supposed to vote the 
will of Christ as he or she is led by the 
Hc% Spirit. When the results of the vote 
are made known, and sofie from within 
the church or outside the church begin to 
cry, “That can’t be the will of Christ, I 
don't see it that way," we face two choices. 
We must either fall back pn the principle 
of local church autonomy or we must allow 
others to do our thinking and deciding 
for us.

. . . The principle is not perfect because 
the people who attempt to utilize the prin­
ciple are not perfect, but then neither are 
the people who think the principle is car­
ried too far. . . .

Harry Varnadoe 
Nocatee, Fla.

P.S. If your article is sqme soft of trial 
balloon which you have sent up to test 
the reaction, then please credit me with an 
attempt at a direct hit with my. peashooter.

EDITOR'S NOTE: We are not too far 
apart, and the editorial was no trial balloon, 
but your peashooter got a good workout. 
I want no substitute for church autonomy 
—the New Testament pattern is good 
enough. I simply do not want autonomy 
to be an excuse for actions that are con­
trary to the New Testament, such as our 
often failure to witness and to minister to 
all people.

Disturbing and Challenging
... the only publication in the SBC 

that has sent a disturbing word, yet a 
challenging one to us, to get in the world 
and minister. You, of course, are drawing 
fire from our traditional and provincial 
elements, but I pray you and the staff 
will stick to your guns. Maybe we will join 
the rest of the church and the world yet!

Terry Winham
Wiesbaden, Germany

• Let me express my enthusiastic com­
mendation. . . . You have been doing a

splendid job of making Southern Bapt its 
face their mission problems. I also app e- 
ciate the city survey articles.

Lee Gallman 
Birmingham, Alt.

• . . . The November and subsequ.-nt 
issues have been extremely interesting ; nd 
enlightening, and have done more to 
strengthen my already growing convict on 
that helpful changes are coming about in 
the Southern Convention. The criticism of 
certain conservative positions that h-tve 
failed to minister to today’s world and 
age have been numerous and sometimes 
bitter from my vantage point as an Ameri­
can Baptist, and from New* England, long- 
noted for its more liberal points of view; 
but from many sources a fresh wind is 
blowing and it augurs good for Southern 
Baptists. . . .

Harry W. Mason, Jr. 
Milton, Mass.

«... My congratulations on the con­
sistent high quality ... it is one of the 
best publications to which we Baptists can 
lay claim.

Wm. Wayne Dickson 
Raleigh, N.C.

«... the magazine has taken priority 
over all magazines coming to my office ... 
for two reasons: an honest and independent 
editorial policy and the willingness to chal­
lenge people like me with the ideas, truths, 
and experiments which must catch hold if 
this generation is to do anything of lasting 
worth in the name of Christ in the hearts 
of people in need.

Pray for me and our church and others 
like us who know much about how to 
reach people but need to do more that will 
meet people’s needs ... if we change our 
emphasis to meeting their needs, they will 
be reached.

Gerald B. Henderson 
Corpus Christi, Tex.

«... interested in the photo journalism 
skills displayed in the magazine, and I want 
to congratulate you and the others who 
are doing it. . . .

Wes Miller
Ruschlikon, Switzerl; nd

Escaping a Crossfire
Thank you for the very incisive and 

thought-provoking dialogue on the ass •ela­
tion. I have long felt that some pririary 
attention ought to be directed to the con­
flict of concept between the local ch« rch. 
the association, and the denomin: ion 
Hopefully such dialogue as you hav in­
itiated and subsequently published will 
help bring about a clearer unflfetai ii"l 
of direction. The association has long >eec 
the cornerstone of fellowship and coo era- 
tion within Southern Baptist life an I fa 
importance cannot be understated. It pro­
vides the level of communication be! veee 
the denomination and the local cl urd 
that no state convention or denominat oni 
agency can afford ... we cannot ; Tord 

to < erlook the overwhelming need in the 
citie towns, villages, and countryside 
whe e the local association provides the 
prirtry outreach of mission effort. Re- 
app aisal is necessary and vital. .

! H.T. Karn, Jr.
Andalusia, Ala.

• ... the “1963 Gulfshore conference" 
must have been a “dilly" of a meeting. As 
I read this article I get the feeling that 
you use the term “superintendent of mis­
sions" and the “associational missionary" 
interchangeably. This conference must have 
been more than a “rebellion." I get from 
our "superintendent of missions” that a 
clear distinction was made at this meeting 
between the two terms. Should the task of 
this office involve both, or must we choose 
between the work we want from one 
person?

Lenwood N. Nichols 
Appalachia, Va.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Loyd Corder of our 
Missions Division says, "The term super­
intendent of associational missions was 
adopted at Gulfshore as the general de­
signation for all who work as general 
leaders in associations. In general he func­
tions as a leader of the work of the asso­
ciation including Sunday School, Training 
Union, WMU, Brotherhood, missions, and 
many other programs, rather than merely 
a person who preaches in places that are 
unchurched, supplies for pastorless church­
es. holds revivals, or conducts Vacation 
Bible Schools. Some men do serve in the 
alter sense and might well be called asso­
ciational missionary."

Reaction to February
Please move Strawberry Point and the 

jolden Gate Seminary back north of San 
-rancisco and the Golden Gate Bridge. It 
eem*. out of place 20 miles south of San 
•rancisco. Thanks for your fine work with 
iOME MISSIONS.

S.G. Posey
San Diego, Calif.

■Dll OR’S NOTE: Consider it moved.

• want to express my appreciation for 
“e i bruary issue. Obviously this is not 
ne I st good issue, but it is the first time 
ny । od intentions to write you and an 
•uts; iding issue have come into focus, 
ern ns the catalyst was the article on 
•ran s DuBose's program at Golden Gate. 
u',: 2 this all together I am proud to be 
So hern Baptist with a Home Mission. 

»°ai as on top of the contemporary 
cent as ours is, and a sister seminary as 
nee ely on the cutting edge as Golden 
»ak

Duke K. McCall 
Louisville, Ky.

• »st read February HOME MISSIONS 
tn the same vital, exciting tradition 

‘ tn last few months. Keep it up. Many 
re I tinning to comment on it.

William L. Self 
Atlanta, Ga.

’ • Blessings on you for the February 
editorial (Who’s Institutionalized?). You 
speak of goals being set in terms of budget, 
°1r8a!l!??tion’ and programs instead of peo­
ple. This problem was slowly killing Mil­
dred McMurry (WMU) several years ago. 
I suspect that it contributed to the death 
of several who cared about Baptists and 
the work that the Lord has for them to do.

Belden Menkus 
Bergenfield, N.J.

• • : • ,he neatest yet. A gold star for 
The Association: Escaping a Crossfire,” 
and Don Rutledge’s “New Breed for a 
Space Age."

Bill Russell
Waianae, Hawaii

Critical Look at Pioneer
It is good that you publish controversial 

articles—the water is being stirred, the boat 
rocked, and people made to think, even 
though I do not always agree.

I want to speak out on the “pioneer" 
work—will we win the lost under our 
present plans? The small, struggling church­
es pay so little that pastors must accept 
secular jobs. Home Mission Board supple­
ments are small and limited. The church 
cannot prosper under this setup; and years 
later, it is still a small church. What hap­
pens is that qualified and experienced men ' 
who have left the more traditional areas 
soon go back. Then less qualified men, 
some of whom would rather work and 
make a lot of money, fill the gap. Some 
would say that some men are glad to work 
just to preach in an area like this. This is 
not the point; the effectiveness of the 
work is.

Wouldn't it be far better to support a 
pastor ably, let him devote his entire time 
and effort to building a strong church? 
This is what we do on our foreign mission 
fields. Who will deny that America is a 
mission field? This is not so much a 
criticism of the Home Mission Board, as 
it is of us, the constituency. How can we 
expect to win Americd to Christ this way? 
We must have the money to send men and 
women into the fields "white unto harvest" 
to labor unhindered and unfettered.

Robert G. Thompson 
Winfield, Ala.

EDITOR'S NOTE: First, these pastors 
should be compared to the national work­
ers on foreign fields, not to the mission­
aries, and many on foreign fields must 
work at secular jobs. Second, much of the 
work in pioneer areas starts, as it should, 
without knowledge of denominational agen­
cies and much faster than support is avail­
able. There is debate on whether subsidy 
should be given churches. This agency’s 
support is under restudy, both as to 
amount, length of time, and possible 
grouping of missions. Also, many now in 
pioneer areas do have total support: pas­
toral missionaries, area missionaries, and 
pastor-directors. We must find creative 
ways to make maximum use of present 
funds, and also pray that additional re­
sources (men and money) will be available.

Walker L. Knight, editor 
Dallas M. Lee, associate editor 
Anita King, editorial assistant
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EDITORIALS
I./ Will-. r I Knight

No 
More 

Unnecessary 
Institutions,

Please!

1 E EXECUTIVE’S WORD
by Arthur B. Rutledge
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

Why do we usually think in terms of additional institutions when we I 

undertake mission work, especially that needed in the communitie' of 
so many of our churches?

By “institutions” we mean separate buildings, staff, organization, and 
activities, and especially should the word “buildings” be emphasized. But 
this is not a diatribe against those expensive honeycombs we built! to 
use one hour each week.

One can be encouraged at the increased concern expressed by Southern 
Baptists for the needs they now see, and for their search for ways in which 
to minister to these needs, in many ways a credit to and recognition of 
home mission leaders in this field. However, a few words of caution 
might help to save some misdirection.

In answer to the question, separate institutions are usually thought of, 
in the first place, because this is the way we have always met such needi 
We forget that in most instances these institutions were started becauy 
of the failures of churches to minister to all people and to all their needs. 
This has led to a separation between the church and its community, espe­
cially in transitional areas, sometimes culminating in the removal of the 
church. In fact, quite a number of the Baptist centers occupy former 
church facilities.

In the second place, separate institutions made it easy for a number 
of churches to work on one project. This might still be done, and in fact 
is being doney in some cities. The best way would be for the associations! 
missions committee to pinpoint needs, and enlist stronger churches to 
become mission partners with churches where need is greatest. The key 
here is to locate the need and extend the assistance before the churches 
lose leadership and resources and the separation between the church and 
the community is so great that a crash program is needed.

Third, we want separate institutions because we want to separate our­
selves from people. It is a way of isolating them from our lives, and 11 
way of hiring someone else to do what we want done-but are unwilling! 
to do ourselves.

Fourth, we want separate institutions because this seems to be the 
most successful way, and we cannot think of other ways. For example! 
many of the people we want to reach or have not been reaching art ’ 
“church-shy>" It shocks some churches when they make plans to use their I 
present facilities, set up an organization, throw open the doors, and 
no one shows up.

So the conclusion has been, these people respond better to an institutior 
that is just for them. The answer instead is the use of temporary structure! 
and facilities, with the word “temporary” written in so boldly that none! 
can make it permanent. These must be used until contact has been made! 
and people discover you actually care and love them as they are. This! 
means using homes, rented halls, school auditoriums, etc. for just one- 
night ministries or as common meeting ground where people can corn 
together without feeling captured or compromised.

T ie Baptist Struggle:

A Look at the Statistics
Sometimes we chance upon parables in 

strange settings. I had such an experi­
ence years ago as I watched a little duck 
struggle heroically against the current at 
Brackenridge Park in San Antonio.

The duck was swimming in a branch 
of the river which winds its way through 
the- park. Chicken wire, or something 
similar to it, stretched across the stream 
at the boundaries of the duck’s pen, 
and caught grass and assorted drifting 
things. The duck was determined to 
feed upon the grass which the current’ 
was pushing partially through the mesh. 
To do so he must face the swift current. 
It was a humorous thing to me to see 
the little duck paddle with all his might, 
against the current, just to stay where 
he was and feed on the grass which was 
being pushed toward him. And it was 
also an instructive experience.

At that time I was pastor of an inner- 
city church which was having to struggle 
with all its might to make meager ad­
vances in its witness. The duck spoke 
to me of our struggles—and encouraged 
me.

Southern Baptists seem now to be in 
a comparable position. The 1966 statis­
tics were released in late February and 
it appears that, like the little duck, we 
mus: struggle with all our might to stay 
where we are. In various categories the 
figures reflected declines, and in several 
area- they showed gains.

T ree categories of the statistics espe­
cial! caught my eye: the number of 
bapt ms, the number of new churches,

An amazing insight can be gained here too, that if we will simply

and otal membership.
C arch membership inched toward

•he i million mark, with a net increaseauiaiiiig luoigiu can uc gauicu ucic iuu, inai 11 wc wm —- • niiiiiuii muiK, wiin a nei increase
pinpoint the need and lay it on the hearts of Christian people, they car of I '9,751 over the previous year. This
and will find the means.

Churches must minister in these areas out of a motive of love thi esti

lool 
list-

meets needs, instead of meeting needs in order that the church r.iigb 
prosper, which means that you keep on meeting the need (if ittb genuine' 
even though you do not gain Sunday School members or other eaS! 
measures of success. ,whe

gain of 1.7 percent while the 
ited population gain for the nation 
approximately 1.3 percent. Or, 
1 at another way, Southern Bap- 
jained in membership 7 percent 
•e national population increase,

How does growth in church member­
ship come? The answer is obvious: by 
the addition of new members. Some new 
members come from other Christian 
denominations, though the 1966 reports 
indicate that while we received approxi­
mately 30,000 members by this route 
we lost about 35,000 to other denomina­
tions. Real gain comes through leading 
people to faith in Christ and identifica­
tion with the church by baptism. How 
did we fare in 1966? The 360,959 re­
ported baptisms show a decline of 675 
from the previous year’s mark, but still 
this was one of our better years.

Growth in membership comes also 
through increasing the number of places 
for the proclamation of God’s word, 
that js, through the adding of needed 
new churches and missions. It has been 
demonstrated that new missions and 
churches, properly launched, located, 
and led will reach many people for 
Christ and the church who would not 
be reached by the existing churches. The 
1966 report shows a net increase of 152 
churches. However, the reports show 
that 360 new churches were constituted, 
and over 25 reorganized. Over 200 
churches went out of existence or were 
dropped from the Lists for other reasons, 
producing the net (increase of 152.

While statistics tell only a part of the 
story, especially of a spiritual enterprise, 
they do have much to say. For one 
thing, reports in these three basic areas 
can encourage us. During the 12 months 
ending in September 1966, an average 
of six new churches in cooperation with 
the Southern Baptist Convention came 
into being each week. During this period 
almost 7,000 persons, as an average, 
were baptized every week.

Also, these figures remind us of the 
struggle which is ours to make progress

view of drastically declining populations 
in some rural and village communities. 
It is interesting to note that though the 
net gain in number of churches was 
small, the membership growth was signi­
ficant. The average membership per 
Southern Baptist church is rising grad­
ually. It is supposed that the churches 
being lost are primarily very small 
churches, and that the new churches 
are largely located in heavier population 
centers with the potential of reasonably 
large memberships.

While we were gaining converts, we 
were losing others, by death or by other 
means. We had the joy of baptizing over 
360,0t)0 in the year past, but our net 
gain in membership was only half this 
number. Thus we had to baptize two 
persons to show a net gain if one. We 
had to add five churches to Aow a gain 
of two. It sounds a good deal like the 
plight of the duck swimming against 
the current, doesn’t it?

Though we suffer from the currents 
of attrition, it is inspiring to be a part 
of a meaningful movement that is ex­
panding. To do other than grow in a 
time of expanding population and multi­
plying challenge would be untrue to our 
Lord who went to the cities and villages, 
seeking people to enter the kingdom.

This essay has dealt with statistics. 
We must be concerned about persons, 
for every numeral represents a person. 
We must be concerned about the multi­
tudes who are living and dying almost 
as if Christ does not exist—with the 
unchurched increasing by almost a mil­
lion a year. The mere adding of num­
bers to church statistics will not suffice. 
The loud, clear call of today is for 
Christians of deep commitment and 
churches of Christlike spirit, to serve

. w - as leaven and light in the midst of 
amidst the swirling, fast-flowing currents decay and darkness.

as the denomination representsA final word of caution: such Ministry should not be undertake 5 g rcent^f nnmikutnn
simply to meet the needs of church members seeking an outlet for fn» rhi. |enomination.s rowlhPra^ thus' 
xd szns ™“.' ys 18 overseas or across ■ s a raabr,he p°pu'°-

of today’s America. While we were add­
ing some churches, we were losing oth­
ers. While we were baptizing some per­
sons, we were losing others.

It is to be expected that some church­
es will be forced to close or merge in

The task is not easy. Heroic struggle 
is needed. We are not alone for ot!r 
Lord is with all his people, “even to 
the end of the age,” and it is inspiring 
to face the difficult currents of today 
with Christ. ■
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Crisis in the Cities: What 
the 

Witnesses
Said .

by W.B. Ragsdale Jr.
Washington Correspondent

One of the major crises
of this generation centers in the city, coinciding 
with the movement of society toward urbanization. 
Recent Senate subcommittee hearings on 
urban affairs brought an unprecedented 
description of urban America 
from 75 witnesses—from government, industry, 

labor x!—

AKE

ACRE 
ACTIVE 
ART 
N
OME MISSIONS

Rebuilding America’s cities isn’t mere­

ly a matter of bricks and mortar, or 
even money. New ways must be found 
to change the lives of millions of people.

Some changes include getting subur­
ban whites to accept Negro neighbors, 
some of them poor; teaching slum 
dwellers to be self-sufficient and self- 
supporting; persuading middle-class fam­
ilies to move back to center cities.

That these changes, and others, are 
needed was generally agreed by wit­
nesses before hearings conducted by 
Senator Abraham A. RibicofFs Senate 
Subcommittee on Executive Reorganiza­
tion.

How to do it, even whether some of 
it can be done, brought much less agree­
ment.

True, it will cost a great deal of 
money, perhaps as much as a trillion 
dollars or more to do the job. And it 
wi: take many new buildings and mas- 
siv.’ rehabilitation in decayed center 
cit s. But this must be planned, co­
ordinated.

■Vithout adequate strategy, and with­
out adequate organization, we are not 
8° g to solve the cities’ problems,” 
con mented John W. Gardner, secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare. “Ex­
perience has “taught us that the cities

have an enormous capacity to soak up 
money without effectively furthering 
the goals they seek."

Many witnesses echoed Gardner's 
sentiments.

There was a call by some witnesses 
for a commitment to solving city prob­
lems similar to that of the space pro­
gram’s drive to put a man on the moon 
by the end of the decade. But there was 
wide divergence as to how much money 
was needed. J

Jobs and Income for the Poor

One major theme expressed in many 
different ways was the belief that a key 
to solving slum problems is to provide 
the poor with jobs, or some sort of 
income. What appears to be developing 
is a sentiment that with a regular in­
come, the poor can solve their own 
■problems.

Daniel P. Moynihan, director of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology- 
Harvard Joint Center for Urban Studies, 
said: “I think the government will have 
to guarantee employment of men and

STUDY DIRECTOR MOYNIHAN: 
“Pouring money into slum schools 
makes very little difference."

Wl<« W«rl< Pkrtt
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by W.B. Ragsdale Jr.
Washington Correspondent

have an enormous capacity to soak up
money without effectively furthering
the goals they seek."

Many witnesses echoed Gardner’s
sentiments.

There was a call by some witnesses

wide divergence as to fcow much money
was needed.

Jobs and Income for the Poor

One major theme .expressed in many

come, the poor can solve their own
problems.

Daniel P. Moynihan, director of the

STUDY DIRECTOR MOYNIHAN:

Keep up with current
mission conditions

Know the prayer
needs of mission fields

Read what the
missionaries write

Rebuilding America’s cities isn’t mere­

ly a matter of bricks and mortar, or
even money. New ways must be found

dwellers to be self-sufficient and self-
supporting; persuading rrpddle-class fam- 

back to ceiilies to move inter cities.

Subcommittee on Executive Reorganiza­
tion.

ment.

ordinated.

perience has taught us that the cities

and the ranks of the citizens. So unique a description 
of urban life demands a widespread study 
by Southern Baptists 
and we devote a major section of this issue 
to a first-hand report of those hearings 
In so doing, we introduce

— The Editor

One of the major crises
of this generation centers in the city, coinciding 
with the movement of society toward urbanization 
Recent Senate subcommittee hearings on 
urban affairs brought an unprecedented 
description of urban America
from 75 witnesses—from government, industry, 
religion, labor, education

a Washington correspondent—
Warner B. Ragsdale Jr.—a specialist 
in reporting on urban affairs, and a deacon 
at First Baptist Church of Wheaton, Md

What
to change the lives of millions of people.

Some changes include getting subur­
ban whites to accept Negro neighbors, 
some of them poor; teaching slum

the That these changes, and others, are 
needed was generally agreed by wit­
nesses before hearings conducted by 
Senator Abraham A. RibicofTs Senate

Witnesses How to do it, even whether some of 
it can be done, brought much less agree­

True, it will cost a great deal of 
money, perhaps as much as a trillion 
dollars or more to do the job. And it ■ 
wi'N take many new buildings and mas­
sif rehabilitation in decayed center 
cit -s. But this must be planned, co­

without adequate strategy, and with- 
oui adequate organization, we are not 
8°' g to solve the cities’ problems," 
cor. merited John W. Gardner, secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare. "Ex­

for a commitment to solving city prob­
lems similar to that of the space pro­
gram’s drive to put a man on the moon 
by the end of the decade. But there was 

different ways was the belief that a key 
to solving slum problems is to provide 
the poor with jobs, or some sort of 
income. What appears to be developing 
is a sentiment that with a regular in­

Massachusetts Institute of Technology-
Harvard Joint Center for Urban Studies, 
said: “I think the government will have 
to guarantee employment of men and

“Pouring money into slum schools 
makes very little difference."



possibly provide income supplement. I 
think the problem is that there has been 
too much concentrated on doing things 
for the poor and not enough emphasis 
on giving them money.”

Moynihan proposed an across-the- 
board family allowance, going to every 
family with dependent children, so 
much for each chtfcLThis would be 
simple to administer and those who 
didn’t need it would pay it back in 
taxes.

Given a choice, Moynihan said, he 
would prefer to eliminate existing anti­
poverty programs and have job guaran­
tees and income supplements for poor 
families.

Mayor John Lindsay of New York 
and Economist John Kenneth Galbraith 
also have come out for a guaranteed 
income. Many mayors and other offi­
cials have called for some kind of guar­
anteed jobs. Mayor Jerome Cavanagh of 
Detroit and Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
of New York have proposed that the 
poor be put to work rebuilding the 
slums.

Even Los Angeles Mayor, Samuel 
Yorty, generally rated a conservative, 
endorsed this general idea. He said 
many unskilled, semiliterate poor simply 
cannot compete for jobs in the free 
enterprise System. He thinks they should 
be guaranteed some sort of work—a 
job /or anyone willing to work.

Mayor Yorty cited a comment by 
Martin Luther King Jr. that the Negro 
problem is primarily economic. Yorty 
added: "He (King) came to the con­
clusion that the only solution was some 
kind of guaranteed income. What he is 
saying is, that if we can’t get them a 
job in the private sector, or even in the 
public sector, we are just going to have 
to give them an income. This is prob­
ably the direction in which we are go­
ing, unless we can find a way to provide 
employment for these people.”

Most witnesses favored emphasis on 
jobs and job training. Kenneth B. Clark, 
Negro psychologist, warned just handing 
out money could be useless. He said, 
“I don’t think it is enough to guarantee 
income without taking into account 
problems of self-respect, self-worth. This 
is as important as providing money. 
If you gave each family $5,000 a year, 
as welfare is now administered, it 
wouldn’t help one iota."

Leon Sullivan, pastor of the Zion Bap­
tist Church in Philadelphia, feels much 
the same way as Clark. The motto of 
his job training program, now being 
copied in scores of cities, is “We Help 
Ourselves.”

“Money is indeed necessary to our 
needs, and ultimately vast sums of it 
will be necessary to help us in our 

Cause,” Sullivan said, “but no amount 
of money poured into a community to 
relieve poverty, squalor, and want can 
help out much unless the people who 
live there are inspired and motivated 
to first help themselves.

“You can try to rehabilitate the city 
in the prospect that by that means you 
can elevate the people, but this kind of 
strategy will always fail. For you can­
not rehabilitate a city without rehabili­
tating the people. Begin to rehabilitate 
a people and you begin to rehabilitate 
a city. Structures do not make democra­
cies or civilization, only attitudes and 
the spirits and desires of men to pro­
mote a change for their own betterment 
can do this.”

Senator Kennedy feels jobs should be 
given top priority. He explained: “What­
ever people may feel about open hous­
ing or open schools . . . there can be no 
argument at all, no sense even for a 
committed segregationist, in the mainte­
nance of Negro unemployment. Making 
sure men have jobs does not by itself 
mean that they will live with you or that 
their children will go to school with you. 
It does not mean, in the long run, higher 
taxes or welfare costs; indeed, it means 
far less and lessened costs of crime and 
crime preVention as well.” ,

People with jobs, the senator said, 
can find their' own housing, educate 
their own children, solve their own 
problems. “But without employment,” 
he said, “without basic economic se­
curity and self-sufficiency, any other 
help we provide will be only temporary.”

Criticism of Federal Programs

There was sharp criticism of a num­
ber of federal programs. Some, it was 
said, have helped create problems. For 
example: %

• Large public housing projects in 
many cities tend to become ghettoes.

• FHA loan policies tend to encour­
age middle-class families to move to the 
suburbs.

• Urban renewal projects tend to 
wipe out low-cost housing and replace 
it with luxury apartments, new office 
buildings, and stores.

• Welfare has become a hand-to- 
mouth dole, disruptive of family life and 
incentive.

Federal officials, generally, tended to 
agree with this criticism. But they said 
new shifts in emphases have done away 
with most of these defects. They listed:

• New programs in public housing 
designed to eliminate the massive proj­
ects, such as rent supplement, rent cer­
tificate programs where public housing 
is rented from private owners, smaller 

scattered site housing, more rehabil ta- 
tion of existing housing for low c >st 
rental.

• Tough new urban renewal regi la- 
tions requiring better relocation of si im 
families whose homes are torn do 'n 
and a new emphasis on rehabilita: on 
rather than demolition.

• A shift in FHA policies tov. ird 
guaranteeing mortgages in the in >er 
city. Robert C. Weaver, secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, said 
where once practically all FHA 1 an 
guarantees were in the suburbs, i ow 
40 to 45 percent of both FHA and /A 
are in the inner city.

• A shift in welfare emphasis tov, ird 
encouraging recipients to go to work. 
But even so, Secretary Gardner ad­
mitted, "There is tremendous .improve­
ment to be made in our welfare pro­
grams."

There didn’t seem to be any great 
demand for a lot of new federal pro­
grams, only more money—and better 
administration—for programs already 
on the books. Most witnesses seemed 
to feel that the programs were adequate, 
even maybe so numerous the average 
city official couldn’t keep track of them.

Biggest criticism was a lack of federal 
coordination. Mitchel Sviridoff, New 
York Human Resources Administrator, 
described the problem of dealing with 
federal agencies.

"Very few cities have the capacity to 
do what is necessary with respect to 
pulling in the federal resources into a 
local community in the manner that 
New Haven and Detroit and a few other 
cities have been able to do.

“The fact is that there are a good 
many federal programs, but to get from 
these programs full mileage, they have 
to be put together. It is the putting 
together that is so difficult, and there is 
little or no help that a city can get from, 
the federal establishment.”

These other points also emerged:

• A growing demand from mayors 
for more local control over how federal 
aid money shall be spent. Both the 1 J.S. 
Conference of Mayors and the National 
League of Cities have called for block 
grants with no strings attached. Che 
extra money provided in the M> del 
Cities Act last year is a step in this 
direction.

• City governments aren’t organ zed 
to handle massive federal aid progr;«h- 
After listening to how little authc ity 
the Los Angeles mayor had, Sen tor 
Ribicoff cfifhmented: “I believe tl ere 
will be federal programs initiatec in 
the next two years that will really put 
America on the road to start d> ing 

'something about the cities of America. 
Tb ■- means the cities are going to have 
to e in a position to take advantage of 
the ■: programs. I would say the one 
cit that won’t be able to take ad van­
tag. of any of these programs will be 
Lo Angeles, because you are not or- 
gar. zed to do so.”

ayor John Lindsay, after describing 
the organizational chaos he found in 
Nev York City when he took over, said, 
“It is at city hall, as well as in Washing­
ton that basic reforms are required 
which will permit us to respond effec­
tively to the urban challenge.” .

• The need for aid from business 
•and foundations in rebuilding the cities. 
Banker David Rockefeller said there 
should be five private dollars for every 
public dollar invested in the project.

Senators Kennedy and Jacob K. Javits 
(Rep.) of New York both have made 
proposals for public-private corpora­
tions somewhat along the lines of Com­
sat Corporation, where private capital 
is invested with government sanction or 
assistance. A number of other similar 
suggested were made.

Senator Kennedy already has set up 
a private corporation which, in coopera­
tion with various federal programs, will 
try to rehabilitate the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
area of Brooklyn.

The Slum School Debate

• A growing debate over what to do 
about slum schools. Senators Javits and 
Ribicoff, both staunch civil rights ad­
vocates, indicated that forced busing or 
gerrymandering of school districts was 
politically unacceptable.

Most witnesses, even civil rights lead­
ers, said desegregation was, a long-term 
goal. They favored improving slum 
schools, using quality as a lure to bring 
white children back.

Joseph P. Lyford, writer and consul­
tant to the Center for the Study of 
Democratic Institutions, said his study 
during seven years in New York’s West 
Side indicated that "Negroes place great 
importance on better neighborhood 
schools, and a very low importance was 
attached to school integration." Public 
opii ion surveys in slum areas bear this 
out he said.

I's sentiments were echoed by Clark, 
wh< says, “Ghetto schools must become 
mocels of educational excellence. We 
tec,'..this excellence to lure whites back. 
I don’t think you are ever going to de- 
se8f gate ghetto schools without im- 
Pro ng the quality."

Moynihan, on the other hand, said, 
have mounting evidence that pour­

ing money into slum schools makes very MAYOR YORTY: A job for anyone 
little difference at all." He called for willing to work.
busing, massive reorganization of school ~ 
districts.

• A suggestion that the invisible man 
in America today is the urban white 
living in poverty. Mayor John Reading 
of Oakland said he felt sure many poor f
whites were coming into his town but /
weren't as easy to locate as Negroes 
and Mexican-Americans. Other witnes­
ses testified more whites lived in poverty 
in the U.S. than Negroes.

• City resources for massive rebuild­
ing programs are all but nonexistent. 
Mayor after mayor, federal officials, 
other witnesses, said city property taxes 
—the main source of revenue—-were at 
the legal limit nearly everywhere. Money 
to do the job must comd from private 
sources and the federal government.

• States, in general, have done very 
little to help cities, mainly because of 
rurally-dominated legislatures.

Mayor Cavanagh said Michigan didn't 
even give any help in housing, which 
most states did. Mayor A.V. Sorensen 
of Omaha said the Nebraska state gov­
ernment “has shown precious little con­
cern for the problems of the cities of 
Nebraska."

However, Mayor Lindsay testified 
that New York City gets almost as 
much from the state as it does from 
the federal government.

• Some federal programs which 
could aid the cities operate under old 
formulas which tend to give most of 
the money to rural areas. The Hill-
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CITY PLANNER DOXIADIS: "In a 
world of instant communication, we 
are losing the human contacts.”

PASTOR SULLIVAN: "No amount of 
money can help unless people are 
inspired to first help themselves."

Little or no attention has 
been paid to the proble ns 
of the people, as thoigh 
an antiseptic apartminl 
would be a miracuh us 
cure-all.

/

Burton hospital aid program is ar. ex 
ample of this.

Move from “Bricks and Mortar ’

Possibly the most striking change in 
thinking in recent years is the move 
away from what has been called the 
“bricks and mortar” theory of rebuild­
ing cities. Once it was thought enough 
merely to build new office buildings, 
houses, apartments, public buildings.

Public housing and urban renewal 
both were attacked for this failing.

With regard to public housing, Mayor 
Richard Lee of New Haven said: “For 
too many years, too much public hous­
ing has been strangled by an unimagina­
tive insensitive approach that has made 
these projects some of the worst urban 
ghettoes in the country. Huge blocks of 
apartments, even entire neighborhoods, 
have been constructed with little regard 
for their physical appearance or location 
in the city fabric.

“Little or no attention'h?s been paid 
to the problems of the people who live 
there, and the problem families who 
have simply been moved from the slums 
to public housing as if an antiseptic 
apartment with its sterile kitchen and 
three-piece bathroom would somehow 
be a miraculous cure-all.”

Mayor Lee said low income families 
must be taught to live in their new 
homes, provided community facilities 
and job-traihing, which might help them 
buy their own home. He added, "I think 
it is essential that we must spend more 
money for people even if it means less 
for bricks and mortar.”

There was less sniping against the 
suburbs than might have been expected. 
All mayors agreed a large part of -heir 
problems, financial and otherwise, grew 
out of middle and upper income I uni­
fies moving to the suburbs. TJ^ey said 
the suburbs must take some oWic low 
income families to ease center city res- 
sures. But there was little specific 
criticiffh.

George Sternlieb, director, res< ircb 
center, Graduate School of Busi less. 
Rutgers University in New Brunswick

I cause of the religious 
notation in the South, 

i ck nationalist groups 
r /er have gotten too 
; ich of a start. The lamp 
< hope burns brighter in 
t South.

N.!., said a study of Newark tenements 
indicated that middle-class Negroes also 
are fleeing the center city.

‘This is perhaps more true of a city 
like Newark, whose environs provide 
much more in the way of open housing 
than may be the case in other major 
cities,” he said; “but I would suggest 

’ that again Newark is a front-runner 
here.”

Sternlieb said both white and Negro 
churches in the center city of Newark 
show the same pattern—congregations 
moving out of town. He described the 
problem this way.

“Business is moving out and has been 
moving out and will continue to move 
out. To a substantial degree we are 
solving the transportation crisis by eli­
minating the functions which brought 
people into the city.

"Shopping, the retailing pattern, is 
moving out of the city, has moved out 
of the city, and will not come back 
into the city.

“We have a whole generation of peo­
ple who were raised in the suburbs. 
They no longer think of the city as the 
right place to spend Saturday night, as 
the right place to do their Christmas 
shopping. They couldp’t care less. Most 
of them have nevef been in the city 
except in the most transient of oc­
casions.”

Southern Progress, Northern Frustration

What’s left in the center city often 
is - ustration and bitterness. To meet 
thi problem, the civil rights movement 
ap; ars to be turning in a new direction.

Iter seeking desegregation and the 
rig to vote for a decade, Martin 
Lu ier King Jr. said civil rights groups 
no are turning to “basic economic 
iss s, the whole problem of housing 
an education, and I think we have got 
to e this is much harder."

ng suggested that more progress 
ha xeen made through nonviolence in 
the ->outh because the South is religious­
ly iented and Southern Negroes prob- 
ab: are more church-oriented than in 
the North. Because of this religious

The Negro teen-agers look 
upon the preachers and 
the churches with a cer­
tain contempt. They don’t 
believe they can do any­
thing about the problem. 
The unreached teen-agers 
represent the explosive 
force in every community.

orientation in the South, black nation­
alist groups such as the Black Muslims 
never had gotten too much of a start.

Negroes in the South, he said, can 
see “pockets of progress all across the 
South, and this has kept alive, kept 
burning the lamp of hope a little more 
in the South than in the North, and 
nonviolence always works better in a 
climate of hope. . . . This doesn’t mean 
that we have solved anywhere near all 
of the problems of the South—at least 
precisely because the system is so open 

•in the South, because segregation was 
so legal, so structured, the Negro has 
been able to see pockets of progress, 
where in the North the Negro has only 
been able to see retrogress."

In the North, King said, “the frustra­
tion is deeper because the target isn’f 
as easy* to find . . . and violence always 
feeds on despair and futility, and sense 
of futility and frustration which you 
find, I think, to a greater extent in the 
North than in the South.”

King and several other civil rights 
leaders spoke of growing discontent, 
particularly among Negro teen-agers 
who are alienated from any leadership. 
Out of this frustration and bitterness 
grew the slogan “Black Power.”

“There has always been an effort to 
get Black Power,” explained Floyd B. 
McKissick, national director, Congress 
of Racial Equality. “We didn’t call it 
that because we were friends with the 
white folks. Now’, because we say it, 
we offend the white folks. Now the 
time has come maybe when we have 
got to offend them in order to find out 
where we are. I do not think that we 
can change the slogan or that the slogan 
will be changed. I think its day has 
come to be said!"

Bayard Rustin, a longtime civil rights 
leader who now is executive director of 
the A. Philip Randolph Institute, said 
the young Negro is not organized by 
anybody, that society is teaching him to 
rely on violence. After rioting in Chi­
cago and Watts, Rustin said, young 
Negroes boasted that they had gotten 
results with their violence.

Decaying people need a 
new spirit, a new life, a 
new self-respect. Then 
they can rebuild the city.

A. Philip Randolph, longtime labor 
leader and civil rights advocate, de­
scribed these young men as the un­
reached. They exist in every metropoli­
tan area, he said, “Young men walking 
the streets aimless, empty-minded, souls 
hardened, and burning with frustration 
and anger, because they believe that 
there is no hope.”

Contempt for the Churches

“The Negro leadership today do not 
have the confidence of Negro teen­
agers,” Randolph said, adding, “Now 
the churches, they are doing what they 
can, but I don’t think the churches are 
reaching them, because they simply look 
upon the preachers and the churches 
with a certain amount of contempt. 
They don’t believe that they can do any­
thing about the problem, and /therefore 
they don’t go into the churches. They 
are not in the Sunday Schools. So they 
are the unreached.

“We have got to reach the unreached, 
and they are the young teen-agers who 
represent the explosive force in every 
community.”

Whitney M. Young Jr., executive di­
rector, National Urban League, said it 
will take a substantial federal effort to 
help Negroes leave the ghetto. He ex­
plained, “I think our experiences in 
Chicago last year made it clear that this 
is not going to happen unless this kind 
of forthright effort is made. We now 
see that it is not a question of the' 
Negro cleaning himself up and getting 
an education and then the good white 
people will let him move into their 
neighborhood.

"In a place like Chicago, Ill., Ralph 
Bunche, with a Ph.D. and a Phi Beta 
Kappa key, cannot move into Cicero, 
but Al Capone can, and did, and any 
white pimp and prostitute can do this. 
It is true of Bronxville, in New York 
City. It is true of many suburbs.” g

He added, “One tragic thing about 
this is that these are communities in 
many cases populated by a growing
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Police:

class of people who have middle-class are right or wrong in so thinking may
incomes, but who have pedestrian and 
peasant class education and intelligence 
and culture and security, and these peo­
ple are terribly insecure, and they are 
not likely to open up their neighbor­
hoods voluntarily.”

Solomon’s Wisdom

The rcie of the policeman got much 
attention! Possibly the best statement on 
the subject was by Judge George Ed­
wards, Sixth-U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­
peals, former police commissioner of 
Detroit. He put it this way:

“Today, police officers are required 
to take care of unruly children, to 
handle marital disputes, to deal with the 
problems of overeager drivers, to take 
youngsters who have been abandoned 
by their parents, to be prepared at the 
same time to deal with the problems 

. of violent crime. All of this they are 
required to do, hopefully, with the wis­
dom Of a Solomon, the concern of a 
social worker, and the prompt courage 
of the combat soldier.

“Yet we accord them a pay generally 
lower than an assembly worker in one 
of our factories. We give them a social 
states which is far from a high one in 
our total social order.”

Since many Negroes in the North are 
migrants from the South, Judge Ed­
wards said, many big city police prob­
lems have their roots in the South. He 
explained:

“Now, during the major portion of 
history in these United States the police 
have really had, as a part of their func­
tion, knowingly in many areas, the job 
of keeping the Negro in his place. Per­
haps not many people are willing to talk 
about this, but that is indeed the 
thought, and I think very few people 
would really seriously argue the con­
trary of it.

“If you want to know why there is 
conflict on the streets of American cities 
between v)hite police officers and Negro 
citizens, you have to go back to take 
a look at what happened when some of 
those citizens were growing up."

Judge Edwards said in the east Texas 
town near where he grew up a Negro 
might be told, “Don’t let the sun set on 
you in this town.” This sort of treatment 
has its impact later on, he said, and 
has its effect when that Negro later has 
dealings with police.

"Gentlemen,” he said, "if you do not 
recognize that most of the Negro popu­
lation in this country do not believe that 
we have equal law enforcement in the 
United States, you will not get close to 
the problem which exists. Whether they 

be beside the point.
“Most of the Negro population in 

these United States believe that we do 
not have equal law enforcement. And 
there is enough to document their be­
liefs in this regard, not only from past 
history, but from present practices, to 
warrant careful attention and great con­
cern and some specific efforts to better 
our present sitaution.”

In Detroit, Judge Edwards said, he 
had some success with an intensive pub­
lic relations program, visiting Negro 
neighborhoods, listening to their com­
plaints, trying to help them. Also, he 
said, it is important to sternly discipline 
policemen on their conduct toward 
minority groups.

The judge said in his experience 90 
percent of Negroes in core areas of 
cities are law abiding, capable of being 
won over to law enforcement. He 
added, “Not only that, but the Negro 
portion of our big cities are the people 
who have the greatest incidence of 
crime inflicted upon them. I never had 
a request from any Negro in our city 
for less law enforcement.”

*** Center City Veryis Suburb

At least two experts see little hope of 
luring middle-class citizens back to cen­
ter cities. >

“I think by and large middle-class 
people want to live in the suburbs,” 
explained Herbert J. Gans, senior re­
search sociologist, Center for Urban 
Education, Teachers College, Columbia 
University in New York.

“After all,” he added, “there is not 
that much in the city that would attract 
them back. Most cities do- not have 
much in the way ot activity that a 
suburban shopping center does not also 
have, and the number of-people who 
move back to the city in order to go 
to the theater or the museum is a very 
small number."

Negro families moving up in income 
level mostly buy a house in the city, at 
first, Gans said, "partially because it is 
cheaper, partially because the jobs are 
in the city, and partially because they 
are just plain not ready to move into a 
predominantly white suburban area."

Eventually, however, even the Ne­
groes will move to the suburbs. By then, 
Gans said, a city like Cleveland or St. 
Louis will look like this:

“Downtown will be another larger, 
and older suburban office, a commercial 
and shopping center. It will be like Los 
Angeles. This is the future city. I am 
not that much of a defender of what is 
the reality of the nineteenth century 

walking-and-street-car city. There is 'a- 
riety. It is a bit harder to get out out 
it exists in Los Angeles. You have to 
have a car. You have to spend m ire 
time ... but this is the future form of 
cities, I think, in this country and all 
over the world.

“What we ought to do is not worry, 
talk so much, about the good old dtyj 
when the city was, which it never vas, 
not try to save the nineteenth cent try 
city, but make a good job, make .os 
Angeles more interesting, make it more 
exciting, provide better mass transit so 
all the parts can hang together better."

The New City

Constantinos A. Doxiadis, interna­
tionally known Greek architect and city 
planner, said it is time to forget about 
cities that no longer exist and begin 
to "speak of human settlements because 
the great megalopolis is not a city an# 
it is not going to become any more a 
city in the old sense of the word. It is 
going to be a very big, a very inhuman 
type of surrounding, and this is what 
creates our problems."

In the future, he said, there will be 
"the whole earth covered by continuous 
strips of urban areas, which will not be 
defined by an external wall as in the 
past, but will be diffused into the coun­
tryside.”

This type of habitation already is de­
veloping in three areas of the U.S., he 
said: Boston to Washington, from Mil­
waukee, Chicago, Cleveland to Pitts­
burgh and along the Great Lakes from 
Detroit up into Canada. It also is de­
veloping in parts of England, France, 
Germany, Italy, even in Communist 
China along some coastal areas.

What needs to be done, he said, is 
the development of great new cities, 
carefully arranged to take the pressure 
off existing cities and linked to the older 
cities by great highways and rapid tran­
sit.

People in urban areas are steadily de­
manding more living space, Doxiadis 
said, actually living further apart as the 
nation becomes more urbanized. It has 
become almost a necessity to have an 
automobile, he said, but many of the 
people who need mobility aren’t able 
to drive, the young, the sick, the elderly. 
As a result, Doxiadis said, “in a world 
of instant communication, we are lo ing 
the human contacts. We att creating 
isolated crowds in the most dfflsely built 
parts of our cities. We are creating ‘ugh 
rise. The result of this is that we I ave 
eliminated the city and the neighbor­
hood.”

In the midst of the urban crisis, 
Moynihan testified that most Ameri ans

The Ribicoff Committee:

V or 35 years, we have acted as if 
each individual problem in our society, 
large or small, could be solved by pass­
ing a new program. But our society has 
changed and so has our task. We can­
not continue to move ahead unless we 
change our tools and techniques.”

With this statement, Senator Abra­
ham A. Ribicoff (Dem.) of Connecticut 
presented to Congress a massive new 
program “to eliminate the slums of. 
America today and build the competent 
city of tomorrow.”

His program grew out of six weeks 
of hearings by RibicofTs Senate Sub­
committee on Executive Reorganiza­
tion. In brief, it called for:

• Guaranteed job opportunities for 
all through expansion of the private and 
public job market, with the government 
subsidizing jobs for unskilled and un­
trained people who are otherwise un­
employable and would be on the wel­
fare rolls. This would include such 
things as work in hospitals and cleaning 
up our cities.
• A 10-year, $50 billion Model 

Neighborhood Program (he would 
change the name of the Model Cities 
program) to eliminate substandard 
homing in all urban areas and make 
home ownership possible for people at 
all income levels.

hav experienced a steadily rising stan- 
dar of living for a quarter century. In 
efTe they never had it so good.

1 ese Americans, he said, can easily 
ovei ook the pockets of poverty, the 
Bro ng mid-city ghetto. Middle-income 
fan es tend to live with other middle- 
mci ie families. Life, generally, is seg- 
re8: -d by both racial and economic 
star.’ i rds.

“i is a vicious but persisting fact of 
Am ican life that white Americans ac- 
ceP> is almost natural the fact that Ne­
gro Americans are mistreated and that

What 
the 

Senator 
Said

• Encourage a more active role in 
city rebuilding by private investors 
through creation of an Institute for 
Urban Development in the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
and a joint federal-private “new town” 
program.
• Extensive reorganization of the 

federal government’s operations to pro­
vide for more efficient operations, in­
cluding more authority at the local level 
and block grants to cities for operating 
expenses.

Sen. Ribicoff, who formerly was Sec­
retary of Health, Education and Wel­
fare, says his study has convinced him 
that direct cash handouts to the popr 
are np answer. He says:

“I’m opposed to the guaranteed an­
nual income. I’m opposed to the nega­
tive income tax. I’m opposed to family 
allowances. Handouts are not the 
answer.

“I believe a person, in order to pre­
serve his self-respect, his sense of dig­
nity, wants to be productive—to earn 
his own living. Handouts don’t help in 
that regard; and that’s what the guaran­
teed annual income, the negative in­
come tax, and family allowances amount 
to. I would have j the government sub­
sidize jobs for unskilled and untrained 
people who are otherwise unemploy­
able and would ,be on the welfare rolls 

in response they misbehave," Moynihan 
said. “And somehow whites contrive to 
dislike Negroes on both grounds.”

At the heart of the problems of the 
cities, as defined by witnesses before 
the Ribicoff Committee, is the central 
problem of human relations.

The problem of the central city is 
more what to do with decaying people 
than decaying buildings. Decaying peo­
ple need a new spirit, new life, new self- 
respect. Then they can rebuild the city.

In the suburbs, there is a loss of a 
sense of community, a need for a sense 

—jobs that are non-competitive with 
private industries.

"I mean such things as work in hos­
pitals. There is a great shortage of hos­
pital workers. Or. as another example, 
street cleaning. It doesn’t take great 
skill or training for that.

“One of the big problems of our 
cities is the filth of our streets. I re­
member returning to my hotel in Eu­
rope late one night and seeing many 
people in the streets working to clean 
them up."

The starting point for any rebuilding 
of the cities is with the individual, Ribi­
coff says, and his neighborhood. He ex­
plains:

“An age symbolized by the computer 
and the megalopolis carries with it the 
threat of a nation of anonymous indi­
viduals—a lonely crowd of people with­
out personal identities. Our policies 
must reflect the conviction that the 
larger our society becomes, the more we 
are duty-bound to pay attention to its 
smaller. units—the individual and the 
neighborhood."

He describes the neighborhood as "a 
practical human unit of planning and 
management within our cities” and 
adds that it has tended to be forgotten 
in the, talk about planning on the metro­
politan, regional, and national scale.

“When we speak of the city we speak 
of the oldest and newest of.mankind’s 
experiments,” says Senator Ribicoff, 
adding: ’

"It is the oldest because this experi­
ment began thousands of years ago 
when men first came together in settle­
ments to increase their opportunities by 
sharing their talents and resources.

“It is the newest because the style of 
urban life has changed constantly 
throughout history as men have sought 
to articulate new hopes and dreams 
and give concrete shape to those hopes 
and dreams.

“Thus, the fundamental aspect of ur­
ban life is the concept of change.”

—Ragsdale.

!

of belonging to something, a need for 
more brotherhood.

In the high-rise complexes, people 
live close together, but somehow alone. 
They need something to bring them to­
gether.

The Christian churches can answer 
many of these problems, if they will. 
They can help reach the unreached of 
the slums, give new self-respect to de­
caying people, provide a sense of com­
munity in the suburbs, help the apart­
ment dweller to know his neighbor— 
and maybe even love him. ■
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Personal encounter with 
missionaries might be 
the primary technique 
employed in a World 
Missions Institute. It 
usually creates a realis­
tic concern for missions 
in the church member 
and if nothing else, dem­
onstrates, as one little 
girl said, that there is 
‘‘nothing ashamed about 
being a missionary.” The 
meetings are entertain­
ing as well as stimulat­
ing, as illustrated by the 
hand and wrist knives 
shown above, worn by 
7-feaf-tall members of 
the Karamajong tribe in 
Uganda. At right, Joe 
Poe, of the Foreign Mis­
sion Board's Spanish 
publishing house in El 
Paso, chats with inter­
ested young people, and 
at left, a few of more 
than 900 young peo­
ple who attended a youth 
conference file through 
the hot dog line search­
ing for the mustard.

' World Mission Institute:

A Chance lor Encounter
by Dallas M L* 

Associate F ditc

Photc; l>
Don Rut add

O ne lanky teen-ager, who downed 
six hot dogs only minutes before, 
stands up with tears in his eyes to 
make a silent commitment to mis­
sions. A missionary to Uganda, 
striving to drive home the chal­
lenge of his field, tells of being 
asked to serve on a “cow dung” 
committee. A freckle-faced 1 O-year- 
old boy, inspired by a speaker's 
fervor, cries out “preach on”! And 
'a missionary closes one session with

the piercing statement: “It burdens 
me that young people only want to 
be entertained by their churches— 
why don’t you see where a real 
need is and go meet it?"

That's a glimpse of the action in 
the biggest-yet series of World Mis­
sions Institutes (Schools of Mis­
sions) in Houston. More than 100 
missionaries spoke to and mingled 
with 125,000 people in 177 church­
es in the Union Baptist Association,

discussing and illustrating their 
work and, as a result, recruiting 
missionary volunteers (132 com­
mitments recorded).

The aim of this type of meeting, 
which associations are encouraged 
to produce every five years, is to 
educate church members in whqj 
the largest slice of tljeir Coopera­
tive Program dollars are earmarked 
for—world missions, from the chal­
lenge confronting the local church

A; il, 1967



AFRICAN WASHCLOTH: Missionary 
Webster Carroll describes parapher­
nalia from his land of challenge— 
Uganda—including this crusty 
plant, which is soft when wet, that is 
used for a washcloth. Carroll has 
been in Uganda since 1963, pre­
viously served two terms in Tan­
ganyika (now part of Tanzania).

4^ MISSIONARY WILSON LOFLAND. 
ChurAi members and

PASTOR'S WIFE MRS. J.L. NEU 

missionaries in exchange
BROTHERHOOD'S CHAPMAN 

The steam doesn’t give out
ASSOCIATION’S SLOAN

Let’s do more for the missionaries
HOME BOARD’S DAY 

Pushing low-cost value

to the most remote mission field in 
Pakistan. It is a mass technique: 
in 1966, 1.2 million Southern Bap­
tists attended such meetings.

In the Houston area, the mis­
sionaries spoke before crowds rang­
ing from a dozen- to a thousand, 
illustrating one of the chief advan­
tages of this type of missionary edu­
cation: with each participating 
church in an association footing 
only a small -share of the financial 
burden, the smallest of congrega­
tions could afford to hear several 
missionaries. Working from well- 
defined categories, the Union asso­
ciation, in this case, simply asked 
the large churches for $100, the 
medium for $50, the small for $40, 
and the missions for $25.

The approach is not subtle in 
these type of meetings. The mis­
sionaries are trained and committed 
to shooting the gap of opportunity 
when it opens, and a missions insti­
tute gives them just a crack or two 
at one-church to communicate the 
excitement they feel to the con­
stituency that supports them. They 
get a healthy response, especially 
from young people, who are more 
compassionate than they will admit 
anyway.

More than 20 individuals, for ex­
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ample, have volunteered for mis­
sions service since the Houston 
association held its last missions 
institute in 1962, and the idea of 
participation in such a meeting has 
caught on: 134 churches partici­
pated in 1962, compared to 177 
(out of 202) five years later. Most 
church leaders feel too that a long- 
range benefit will be increased mis­
sions giving. (One Houston church 
in 1962 convened a business meet­
ing after a Wednesday night session 
with a missionary and voted to 
raise its mission gifts from 15 to 
20 percent of the budget.)

The Home Mission Board’s De­
partment of Missionary Education, 
which promotes Schools of Mis­
sions in cooperation with foreign 
and state mission boards, is begin­
ning to put particular emphasis on 
getting young people involved with 
missionaries in other than audience­
speaker relationships. Coke & chat­
ter time is the structured technique 
in a School of Missions, and the 
Union association used it well, re­
inforcing it with the Saturday youth 
conference.

For example: Richard Hender­
son, missionary on furlough from 
Ghana, eats hot dogs with Young 
People and Intermediates at one 

church, talks with the boys about 
football and basketball, tries to 
teach the girls an African song, 
says things like: “Paris use to set 
the styles in fashion for you girls, 
but now Africa does with, topless 
evening dresses” or “You guys want 
to see some pictures of real girls 
(his own children)?" and he’s in. 
Then when he shows slides that 
depict the poverty of both material 
and spiritual blessings of his mis­
sion field, stand aside for response.

Webster Carroll, in big demand 
this year due to a previous encoun­
ter with Houston churches, spoke 
one night at the First Baptist 
Church of Alief, a tiny rural com­
munity now confronting the South­
west growing fringe of Houston. 
Nineteen were there, but Carroll, 
as is the case with missionaries who 
have an excitement they want to 
communicate, did not let the size 
of the crowd set the pace for him. 
He might as well have been speak­
ing before 1,000 at a big subqgjan 
church.

“One of the tragedies of Ameri­
can Christianity is that people think 
that when a person is saved, the 
process is over,” he said. “People 
don’t seem to stop and think about 
how a man spends a lifetime trying 

to adapt attitudes and habits and 
ways of life that will be more 
pleasing to God. Well, it works the 
same way on a mission field."

“You don’t change a culture 
overnight,” he said. "What do you 
think the church should do when a 
man becomes a Christian but has 
five wives? The Bible is very clear 
about a Christian marrying more 
than one woman, but it says nothing 
of the man who'marries five wives 
in the darkness of paganism and 
then becomes a Christian.”

Carroll said if the church forced 
a man to chase off four of those 
wives, the women would be shunned 
by their families as well as their 
tribe. The traditional recourse in 
this situation, he said, is prostitu­
tion.

Carroll went on to explain other 
'sues of foreign missions (includ­
ing an explanation of a "cow dung” 
ommittee, which was in charge of 
•ithering and spreading manure on 

the sides of a new church building, 
• common custom in Uganda), and 
‘hen said: "I’ve spent far too long 
m this ...,’’ at which point a 
: inior-age boy spoke out encourag­
ingly: “preach on”!

Jerry Potter, missionary to the 
Jeaf fn North Carolina, took a dif-
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ferent ^tact to get the same enthus­
iastic response from a group of 
young people at a youth conference 
session.

“My brother and I learned the 
language of the deaf so we could 
talk in church, so actually I be­
came proficient in sign language 
before I ever met a deaf person,” 
he said. “I was working in a lum­
ber camp after I graduated from 
high school and one day I picked 
up a boy who wat hitchhiking. I 
got ruffled when he didn't answer 
my small talk, but then it occurred 
to me that he may not be hearing 
what I said, so I tapped him on the 
shoulder and asked him (with sign 
language): ‘Are you deaf?”'

“He was, and he and I became 
close friends that summer. He was 
spending the summer with an aunt 
and neither she, nor his cousins, 
nor anybody else in that little town 
could really converse with him. So, 
do you think when 1 came driving 
along, that it just happened? I think 
riot. I think God used this experi­
ence to tell me what he wanted me 
to do.”

Potter went through the sign lan­
guage alphabet one time with the 
group, and then gave the signs for 
the young people to identify, flash­

card fashion; they were amazingly 
accurate. J

As most associations in Texas 
have been doing for about two 
years, the Union association chose 
the modified or half-week Schools 
of Missions format instead of the 
traditional week-long affair. In this 
modified approach, the associations 
eliminate visual presentations and 
stewardship speakers to condense a 
six-day program into four—Sunday 
through Wednesday or Wednesday 
through Sunday. (For the majority 
of churches, a study of the Home 
Mission Graded Series on Baptists 
in the Great Lakes area served as 
a backgrounder for the week. At­
tendance traditionally is much bet­
ter in churches where the graded 
series are studied.)

“The missionaries often use vis­
uals with their messages and their 
messages automatically relate to 
stewardship,” Kenneth Day, secre­
tary of the Home Mission Board's 
missionary education department 
said. “This is one of the least costly 
and most valuable programs a 
church can put on.”

Response to the half-week sched­
ule was excellent, from both pas­
tors and church members, D. E. 
Sloan, associational area mission-



ary, said. “The enthusiasm for the 
half-week approach has been good; 
for 177 churches not to be lowering 
the boom on you for something is 
terrific." Robert Chapman of the 
Texas Brotherhood department said 
he promotes nothing else in Texas: 
’‘It doesn’t runso long that the 
steam gives am ana it runs long 
enough to b/sound educationally.”

The Union association permitted 
most of the churches the oppor­
tunity to select the part of the week 
they preferred, and no doubt some 
sort of record was set: 81 chose the 
first half, 81 chose the latter. The 
15 churches who came in later were 
assigned for even distribution.. The 
missionaries, then, worked a full 
week, double duty on Wednesday 
evening when they closed out one 
meeting and rushed to open an­
other. This fostered the only com­
plaint, with missionaries running 
too tight a schedule from one serv­
ice to another.

Morning sessions, with three mis­
sionary speakers, were held each 
day for all churches participating 
at that time of the week; Coke & 
chatter times were held at the 
churches each afternoon for young 
people to meet the missionaries in­

formally; and then separate evening 
sessions were held in each church 
during which home, foreign, or 
state missionaries, in both enter­
taining and action-prompting fash­
ion, related the challenge and needs 
of their particular fields.

In an innovation that paid off, 
the Houston area churches sched­
uled a youth conference on Satur­
day at die end of the missions em­
phasis week. A missions message 
by Webster Carroll, • missionary to 
Uganda, climaxed morning and af­
ternoon group sessions with the 
missionaries. Nearly 1,000 attended 
and about 20 made commitments to 
missions.

One break with the past in this 
Houston meeting was the love offer­
ing, taken up in each church, pooled 
by the association, and divided 
among the missionaries as honorar­
iums.

“I think we ought to do more 
to take care of the missionaries 
(whose expenses are paid),” Sloan 
commented. "We haven’t pulled for 
honorariums in the past to protect 
the churches against too much ex­
pense, but they want to do some­
thing. I think it inspires the 
churches to provide this kind of 
support.” ■

ENCOUNTER LEADS TO COMMITMENT AT YOUTH CONFERENCE

A Poetic Response

At the end of a mission session in 
one Houston church, a tiny junior­
age girl walked softly down the 
aisle, tugged at the skirt of Mildred 
McWhorter, director of the Hous­
ton Baptist Good Will Center who 
had just finished speaking, and said:

“I don’t see anything ashamed 
about being a missionary."

Miss McWhorter agreed, and said 
she would be glad to talk further 
with her.

“The little girl stayed until every­
body else had left and I talked and 
prayed with her,” Miss McWhorter 
said. “She asked all kinds of ques­
tions about the call, how to train 
to be a missionary, and so on. I 
didn’t see her again until midway 
through Webster Carroll’s (mis­
sionary to Uganda) message at the 
youth conference Saturday.”

"She was sitting behind me. She 
tapped me on the shoulder and 
handed me some wild flowers tied 
at the stems with a balloon. I 
didn’t know exactly what to say or

l. S. Surgeon Operates 
On Caudill; Fite Healthy

do, so I just held them. She waited 
about 10 minutes and then she 
punched me again and said: *1 
want you to wear them.’ So I fig­
ured out a way to tie them on my 
lapel button, using the balloon." 

When an invitation was extended, 
the little girl touched Miss Mc­
Whorter again: “I think I might 
want to be a missionary and I don’t 
see anything wrong with it,” she 
whispered.

Miss McWhorter told her to pray 
about it. In a few minutes, she 
slipped out of the pew and strolled 
confidently to the front, where she 
grasped the huge hand of a tai! 
missionary to Japan and reiterated

“I don’t see anything ashamei 
about being a missionary.”

At the end of the service, the gir 
walked back to Miss McWJwrte; 
and told her: “I got to thiWinj 
over what you said while I was get 
ting these flowers.”

A Tall to missions while pickin; 
wild flowers?

Un March 12, U.S. eye surgeon Wil­
liam S. Hagler arriyed in Havana, Cuba, 
with $2,000 worth of rare and intricate 
surgery equipment. On March 15, just 
three weeks short of Herbert Caudill’s 
solemn second-year anniversary as a 
prisoner of the Cuban government, Dr. 
'Hagler performed a "retinal detach­
ment" operation on the 63-year-old mis­
sionary’s left eye and apparently saved 
his sight.

Caudill, who was arrested on April 
8, 1965, along with his missionary son- 
in-law David Fite and 40 Cuban Baptist 
preachers, had been conditionally re­
leased from prison only four months 
earlier to seek medical attention in 
Havana. He had lost the sight of his 
right eye from a similar complication, 
after coming to Atlanta, Ga., in 1964 
for surgery performed by the same Dr. 
Hagler.

Caudill and his wife, who has re­
mained in Cuba, consulted by mail with 
Dr. Hagler, who in turn corresponded 
with several Cuban specialists.

When it became apparent that the 
highly specialized instruments and tech­
niques were not available in Cuba, and 
that Caudill would npt be allowed to 
return to the U.S. for treatment, Dr. 
Hagler, an Episcopalian, volunteered to 
make the trip to Havana. With the ap­
proval of the U.S. department of state, 
he was granted a visa through the 
Czt hoslovakian embassy, but only after 
rep ated efforts. His first application 
wa> denied.

( >r. Hagler is associate professor of 
op! halmology at Emory University 
Cli' ic in Atlanta. Dr. J. Donald Fite, 
Da ,d Fite’s twin brother, recently 
job d the Emory staff in a similar 
cat city.)

verything went smoothly on the 
°P ition," Dr. Hagler said. “But it was 
a I rowing experience, just as it is in 
any Grange hospital.”

- ■: said Dr. Caudill, who was doing 
We after the surgery apparently would 
be lowed to convalesce at his home.

( r. Hagler was accompanied on the 
,r‘f by another ophthalmologist, Dr.

Harry Taylor of Norfolk, Va., who had 
just completed six weeks of study under 
Dr. Hagler to learn his specialized ret­
inal surgery techniques. Dr. Taylor, by 
coincidence, is the son of Episcopalian 
missionaries who once were imprisoned 
in China.)

The American doctors were in Cuba 
for eight days. While in Havana, they 
saw the Clifton J. Fites, Georgia parents 
of David Fite, who arrived in Cuba on 
Feb. 25 to visit their son and to plead 
-with Cuban officials for his release. Fite 
is pastor of the Rosemont Baptist 
Church in Waynesboro, Ga.

Dr. Hagler said the Fites reported 
that they and David’s wife Margaret, 
who also has remained in Cuba with 
her three children, have been allowed 
to visit David at the La Cabana Fortress 
near Havana every week. Mrs. Fite and 
Mrs. Caudill previously were allowed to 
visit their husbands only once a month.

Dr. Hagler also said that David was 
moved from the Isle of Pines prison to 
the La Cabana Fortress “apparently at 
the request of the Fites.”

He said David, 34, was working in a 
rock quarry and “is delighted, accord­
ing to Margaret, because he is outside 
working. She said he looks good and 
sunburned.” |

Dr. Hagler said Jthe Fites reported 
they were treated cordially and politely 
and had experienced no trouble in get­
ting a hearing before government offi­
cials such as the minister of the interior 
and the head of prisons. They had not 
seen Premier Fidel Castro, Dr. Hagler 
said, although he said he had seen him 
at a distance and had heard one of 
his speeches.

The two American doctors permitted 
Cuban eye specialists to join in an ex­
amination of and consultation with 
Caudill before his surgery, and later 
lectured the Cuban doctors on the tech­
niques of retinal surgery. They pre­
sented the equipment and drugs to the 
head of the 150-bed Ramon Pando 
Ferrer Eye Hospital "as a gesture of 
thanks for their help, cooperation, and 
friendship.”

DR. HAGLER

Dr. Hagler said they were treated 
cordially and received excellent coop­
eration from the hospital and the Cuban 
doctors. He said he and Dr. Taylor 
were free to sightsee unescorted in 
Havana and the countryside.

According to Dr. Hagler, Frigitronics, 
a firm in New York City, donated a 
frigitronic cryotexie unit, a "freezing 
machine” used in the highly advanced 
operation, for the trip. Storz Instru­
ments Co. of St. Louis contributed other 
major operating instruments.

Caudill has been a missionary in 
Cuba for 37 years. He was superinten­
dent of Southern Baptist mission work 
on the island before his arrest. David 
Fite was a professor at the Baptist 
Theological Institute in Havana and 
pastor of a church in Marianao.

At the time of their arrests, these two 
Americans were ampng the last of U.S. 
missionaries remaining in Cuba. By 
early 1964, five Baptist missionaries had 
either been expelled are had left on their 
own to avoid expulsion. Catholic priests 
had been ordered to leave and mission­
aries of all other faiths were being en­
couraged to leave.

Caudill and Fite at first were i.rrested 
on charges of spying, but they were con­
victed in May 1965 of illegal currency 
exchange. They received one of the 
strongest defenses on record in Castro’s 
Cuba from Jorge Cairo Gonzalez, a 
Cuban attorney secured by the mission­
aries’ families to defend them and the 
Cuban Baptists.

Caudill was sentenced to 10 years, 
Fite to six.

Although strength has been sapped by 
the arrests and the exodus of active 
Christians to the U.S., the 90 Baptist 
churches in Cuba continue to function. 
Pastors are serving two, or sometimes* 
more, churches, and loyal members are 
pledging 20 percent instead of 10 per­
cent of their income, according to Mrs. 
Caudill.
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by Foy Valentine 
Executive Secretary 

Christian Life Commission, SBC

"I hate, I despise your feasts, and 
1 take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and cereal 
offerings, I will not accept them, 
and the peace offerings of your 
fatted beasts I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; to the melody of your 
harps I will not listen. But let jus­
tice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an overflowing 
stream" (Amos 5:21-24, RSV).

T he word of Amos could hardly be 
more piercingly, startlingly relevant 
than it is to the contemporary church­
man's situation. We have a name that

we are living, but there are some ugly 
clouds on the horizon that indicate we 
may be dead. We assure ourselves that 
we are fully clothed but we have a 
haunting suspicion that we are actually 
naked. We marshal an impressive ar­
ray of statistics to prove that we are 
succeeding, but we harbor a lingering 
fear that we are really failing. We firmly 
believe that we are free but we keep run­
ning blindly and bruisingly into walls 
that we are positive are not supposed to 
be there. We keep shouting from the 
housetops that we are, too, overwhelm­
ingly committed to evangelism, miss­
ions, and stewardship, but deep down 
inside there dwells a haunting fear that, 
like the Ephesians, we have, in fact, 
missed getting acquainted with the Holy 
Spirit.

The situation is serious. It calls for 
frankness, candor, courage, and vision. 
God help his people to have eyes to see 
and ears to hear today what his Spirit 
is saying to the churches.

Among the evidences of the world ii 
the church, there are four which de 
serve special attention in this context 
a reflection of the culture, a frenzied 
institutionalism, a burgeoning bureau 
cracy, and a willingness to be used

Reflection of the Culture

Most denominational groups on th! 
American scene today accurately, eva 
slavishly, reflect the culture of whid 
they are a part. Churchmen general!} 
find the vain traditions of men a gret 
deal more palatable than the cle* 
teachings of the New Testament, it 
spite of all our solemn genuflections it 
the direction of loyalty.

Through the years, muci^ot tlx 
church has demonstrated a ronsistetf 
refusal, unwillingness, or inability '0 be 
prophetic. We have simply been w 
closely identified with our respectiv 
cultures to raise our voices for Gd 
against them and the evils they condo* 
foster, nurture, and support.

The culture is ^materialistic. The 
churches have a way of reflecting this 
materialism. We lionize anybody who 
neing rich will stay with us.

We orient ourselves to success. Amer­
icans generally must succeed or perish. 
The churches often indicate that we are 
concerned with succeeding first and 
■calking humbly with God afterward. 
Success we measure by budgets, salaries, 
baptisms, new buildings, gifts to mis­
sions, pastors’ homes, advances in posi- 
;;on, rank, or place of service. Much 
of the present harried soul-searching 
about the slowdown of our Sunday 
School growth, rate of baptisms, and 
development of stewardship gives the 
appearance of being concerned more 
with getting the assembly line to rolling 
again than with getting on with the 
work of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and 
Lord.

The culture, moreover, is neatly, 
tightly organized. It has, in due time, 
come to pass that the churches have 
decided we must be organized or perish. 
While there is ample justification for 
seeking more efficient methods of or­
ganization for our growing work, it i>' 
now fairly obvious that the organiza­
tional jag which the churches have now 
been on for about two decades has gone 
a good deal further than was originally 
intended. We are discovering that the 
camel’s nose is followed in due time 
by atrocious humps. Organization un­
doubtedly serves a fine purpose, not 
only in assembling, distributing, and 
selling automobiles, but also in teaching 
the Bible and in training for church 
membership. That it is not an unmixed 
blessing in churches and in church 
boards, agencies, and conventions can 
be demonstrated by anyone with a con­
cern for human values who will talk 
with some of the people directly in­
volved in this new organizational revo­
lution or who will go to the trouble to 
analyze the new polarization of power 
which takes place in the wake of the 
recommendations of the organization 
experts. In thus borrowing from the 
organizational techniques of big busi­
ness, we again give evidence of our 
interrelatedness with the culture. The 
present high pitch of organizational 
concern is by no means new. For at least 
fi. ty years there has been a popularly 
accepted idea written large in Ameri- 
c n church life to the effect that co- 
c eration is a test of fellowship. The 
SiP from cooperation, which someone 
n-ust originate and promote, to finely 
h med organization is a natural, if not 
inevitable one, which the churches have 
n;>w taken in due course.

As the culture is activistic, so Ameri­
can church life has grown to be increas­

ingly activistic. An almost unbelievable 
multiplication of committee meetings 
now plague the projection of any mean­
ingful ministry in either the local church 
or in the denominations. One of the 
appalling things about this activism is 
that we never have time to stop and 
catch that vision of God without which 
any people will surely perish. The ac­
tivism which the churches are now re­
flecting also carries with it the added 
disadvantage of effectively smothering 
creativity. This means, of course, that 
unless we can check our present ac­
tivism, we will more and more turn in 
on ourselves rather than find new ways 
of validating our Christian insights and 
principles in the new world opening 
before us.

Frenzied Institutionalism

Another evidence of the world in the 
church is the frenzied institutionalism 
which marks the Christian movement on 
many fronts. This institutionalism may 
well be prompted by the fear that the 
church’s power and glory are slipping 
and that we must build boxes in which 
to keep these qualities lest we lose them 
entirely. The time was when the verbal­
ized motto of most foreign mission so­
cieties was “Institutionalize or Die.” The 
policy still generally prevails. So while 
Communists are sending one man or a 
half dozen operatives into key spots like 
a national university to touch the lives 
of literally hundreds of tomorrow’s key 
leaders, the churches have pursued a 
policy of building huge brick buildings 
to house institutional programs even if 
this approach clearly and abysmally 
fails to produce spiritually acceptable 
results.

Our institutionalism is to be seen, not 
only in our local churches and in our 
foreign mission programs, but also in 
our colleges, our children’s homes, our 
homes for tfie aging, our bent to build­
ing, our edifices and “sanctuaries,” our 
boards, bureaus, committees, and our 
parochial schools.

The parochial school idea deserves 
attention for it may possibly be the 
tragic wave of the future for American 
churches. There is reason to fear that 
this Christian school idea may catch 
hold and begin to spread like wildfire. 
Most of the churches have the educa­
tional facilities in which to house paro­
chial schools. The argument is increas­
ingly and tellingly being made that there 
is no rational argument against Christian 
parochial schools from grades one-12 
and for them for grades 13 through 16. 
If Ernst Troeltsch’s theory is right that 
the really seminal ideas and the genuine­
ly creative work in religion is done by 
the lower classes, then we may expect 

that some of the present activity for 
parochial schools at the lowest levels of 
the church’s grass roots will be picked 
up, and refined by more sophisticated 
churches. Such forces as are represented 
by the vested interests of already exist­
ing denominational colleges and the as 
yet unmeasured commitment to the 
principle of separation of church and 
state may be expected to oppose the 
proliferation of Christian parochial 
schools. Our present preoccupation with 
institutionalism, however, keeps one 
from being overconfident in the face of 
this threat.

What can the free churches do with 
their institutionalism? They can give up 
their radical freedom or they can give 
up their institutionalism. They cannot 
have both. No consequential organized 
group in history, however, has ever vol­
untarily given up its institutions and its 
institutional programs. None probably 
coul^j have done so and lived. It is clear 
that the radical freedom which many 
American churches have wistfully clung 
to is going. Perhaps it has, in fact, al­
ready gone. One of the most important 
questions facing Christians today is the 
evolving of a satisfactory integration of 
Christian freedom on the one hand and 
Christian institutionalism on the other. 
Institutionalism is an impressive instru­
ment but a grossly inadequate god.

Burgeoning Bureaucracy
While there has been valiint opposi­

tion to the proliferation of church bu­
reaus, it has been largely ineffective. 
The statistics indicate that this is true 
not only on a state and national level, in 
the various church institutions, and in 
the denominational boards and agencies, 
but also in the local churches. The bu­
reaucracy is a dragon that can be argued 
against, but we have yet to produce a 
knight in shining armor who can slay it. 
Indeed, we find it absolutely necessary 
for the doing of the various tasks we 
have assumed. Yet the bureaucracy is 
another indication that the world is in 
the church.

Willingness to Be Used

The only other evidence of the world 
in the church to which there is time to 
give attention in this context is our 
willingness to be used. This willingness 
to be used, this neurotic prostitution of 
ourselves, shows up in numerous ways. 
Some of the nation’s best known church 
leaders have their pictures displayed in 
double-page spreads advertising insur­
ance policies. Many pulpits during re­
cent elections have sounded ominously 
like one political party or the other 
gathered for prayer. It is curious that 
the great, and important, principle of
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separation of church and state has re­
ceived practically no pulpit attention 
since November of 1960 from those 
voices that were so articulate prior to 
the election! Moreover, there are num­
erous indications that both the national 
and the state governments are more and 
more looking on the churches as another 
of their numerous natural resources. 
While this attitude may be both natural 
and inevitable for the governments, it is 
a tragic phenomenon to see the churches 
playing along in this deadly game. If 
they do not maintain their freedom, 
they cannot maintain their usefulness 
either to the kingdom of God or the 
kingdoms of men.

All of this willingness to be used 
suggests that at least many church lead­
ers are lacking in that singleminded 
commitment to God and concern with 
the doing of his will without which we 
shall surely be tossed about by every 
wind of doctrine.

The world is indeed, and to our mu­
tual dismay, in the church.

And what is to be said about the 
church in the world?

A Look at the Church in the World

It is painfully obvious that * world 
today pays the church very little mind. 
Churchmen now and then yap at the 
world’s heels, but it really couldn’t care 
less. We still go through the motions 
of being opposed to alcohol but the 
world has discovered that we no longer 
pack any punch. The roaring lion has 
become a very tame house cat. The 
mighty stream has dwindled to a timid 
trickle. The rushing wind has calmed to 
become a gentle zephyr. The modem 
world neither experiences our naked 
power nor encounters the thrust of dur 
moral strength, as it did when Christians 
were, though despised and rejected, still 
sure of the rightness of their caused

In our present condition the churches 
seem to find getting in gear, so as to 
keep from being effectively segregated 
from the real forces of power in our 
world, either undesirable or impossible. 
There is a growing polarization of opin­
ion that it is really undesirable to get 
in and “mix it” with the world. The 
world is doomed, the reasoning goes, 
we have not long to suffer its abuse, 
we have no mandate to change it and 
the best thing for us to do is to with­
draw from it as quickly and completely 
as possible. Others, however, would 
genuinely like to get in gear, to speak 
for God to the world, to bear our wit­
ness in some meaningful way where 
the big decisions are being made, to 
translate God’s word into a language 
that can be understood in the workaday 

world. The sad fact, however, is th* t 
we have not yet found the ways to do i. 
For the churches to become mere! r 
another power bloc is something whic i 
most of us are unwilling to do in th 3 
light of Christian insights and convii - 
tions. For us to get involved in dire, t 
efforts to try to influence specific n;- 
tional policies about Viet Nam or Rhi - 
desia does not strike us as being gei - 
erally either desirable or effective. Ar 1 
yet to continue, as we have been doin., 
to get our satisfaction out of simp y 
electing a Baptist governor, a Methodi t 
congressman, or a Presbyterian pres - 
dent is proving to be a pretty shallo v 
and empty way for the church to g-1 
its “kicks.”

Our condition as far as an effecthe 
influencing of the big decisions in the 
community, the state, the nation, or the 
world is extremely weak.

The loss of spiritual thrust in our 
work is another factor to be considered 
in this look at the condition of the 
church in the world. There is a certain 
barrenness in our worship that all of 
our talk, seminary courses, plans, meet­
ings, speeches, and denominational em­
phases cannot hide for we have no clear 
vision of God.

There is a certain woodenness in our 
missions that all of our rallies, offerings, 
and lip service to the missions cause 
cannot quite cover up for we have a 
sneaking suspicion that our flag of mis­
sions is really flying at half-mast.

There is a certain sterility about our 
evangelism which all of our talk, arti­
cles, books, conferences, and ritualistic 
bloodletting does not conceal for we feel 
that the real concern is not for people 
but for attendance, additions, money, 
and results.

There is a certain soullessness in our 
stewardship which all of our big­
business promotional schemes, hard-sell 
techniques, and harsh, high pressuring 
cannot obliterate for there smolders 
among us a bitter resentment of stew­
ardship rather than a glad, exuberant, 
hilarious desire to give freely in view 
of the fact that from God in Christ 
we have freely received.

There is, moreover, a certain pre­
occupation with “image” among is 
which indicates we are not so concerned 
about who and what we really are be­
fore God Almighty as we are about 
what people think of us.

The condition of the church in tie 
world is that the old formulae no lon^ 
produce results, the artificial stimuli i o 
longer evoke a response. The bright fii » 
of yesterdax^re turning to ashes at ji st 
the time when it is most important f-*r 
them to bum with unprecedented br 1- 
liance.

V Presumption of a Prescription

:s there no baim in Gilead? Must 
1 ynbee have been the last word? Shall 
v now sit down and plan the funeral 
s. -ice for the church? Shall we say, 
‘ 'ust to dust, ashes to ashes,” and 
tl ow the clods down on the coffin as 
h •> been suggested by a score of ec- 
c ;iastical diagnosticians? Are we to 
n ke Job’s friends and Lot’s wife our 
h roes because they sang our song?

No. The church is not doomed. It is 
n w necessary for us to face frankly 
these issues, however, for no good could 
possibly come from thrusting our heads 
d- eper in the sand. To pretend we have 
no problems is as defeating an error in 
the long run as to believe we have 
nothing but problems.

The church today has many strengths. 
Church membership is at an all-time 
high. Participation in church programs 
aryl ministries is extremely gratifying. 
More people are actually being evangel­
ized and baptized annually than ever be­
fore in the history of the Christian move­
ment. Modern churches have a good 
program for the education of ministers. 
We have a superior program of religious 
education, if you measure it by what 
the churches have done down through 
history. We have a very lively interest 
in, and commitment to, the concept of 
world missions. The evangelical church­
es still have a strong hold on such 
insights as the priesthood of the believer, 
the worth of the individual, and the 
significance of freedom which the world 
desperately needs and which God wants 
maintained. There are some heartening 
signs of renewed spiritual vigor in the 
liturgical churches. The church does 
have its strong points.

But let us not be blinded by these 
strengths to the weaknesses which we 
must correct lest we sicken and die.

What can we do? We can, with the 
help of God, begin to make those deci­
sions and do that work which will move 
us outward, into the world, rather than 
in ward, away from it.

The church must encourage, promote, 
m gnify, and emphasize individual en- 
c- inter with God. Walter Rauschen- 
b . .ch, in a remarkable statement en- 
ti ed “Why I Am A Baptist" says, "The 
C ristian faith as Baptists hold it sets 
s; ritual experience boldly to the front 
a the one great thing in religion. . . . 
1 -• more I study the history of religion, 
tl more I see how great and fruitful 
si h a position is.” [Sydnor Stealey, 
rl- laptist Treasury (New York: Thomas 
V Crowell Company, 1958), pp. 166, 
1 ’ ] While all Christians make a place 
ft some kind of emphasis on experi- 

e, there is critical need now for 
sp cial attention to this matter. Through 

our preaching, teaching, writing and 
promoting, we as Christians communi­
cate our understanding of this great and 
fruitful position—that because of Christ 
lost man can encounter God and be 
saved. This encounter, people generally 
must be led to understand, is not just 
a psychological experience in which the 
soul is saved. Among most evangelical 
Christians the emphasis has too long 
been laid on the psychological aspects 
of the gospel in new birth to the ex­
clusion of an emphasis on continuing 
encounter with God, which encounter 
results in the building of Christian char­
acter. There is one pastor of whom a 
fellow preacher said, after he had has­
tily departed to another state in a blaze 
of evangelistic glory, "He loved souls 
but he hated people." To experience 
the grace of God is not simply to have 
a theoretical transaction to take place 
within that shadowy substance that 
preachers call the soul. It is to receive 
from God medicine for our sickness, a 
covering for our nakedness, a continuing 
shelter of love and acceptance. A vast 
multitude of church members generally 
think of salvation as something they had 
rather than as something they have. 
That is, they conceive it as past ancT 
future rather than as past, present, and 
future. Today’s churches can experience 
the blessings of God’s renewal only as 
they inject the element of this present 
into our general thought in life.

The knowledge that the churches are 
no longer as independent and radically 
free as they once were ought not to 
discourage modern Christians from join­
ing in a concerted effort to formulate 
and give expression to a responsible 
freedom. Such an effort will certainly 
require more intelligent, even brilliant, 
communication than we have experi­
enced in recent decades between church 
members and the world. It will require 
sacrificial labor .to translate the Word 
of God into a language all men can 
understand. It may involve less golf, 
less boating, less television, less fellow­
ship, less sleep, less cbwardice, less com­
mittee activism, even less preaching. 
It may require an evolutionary shedding 
or perhaps a traumatic cutting off of 
those institutions and institutional pro­
grams which we determine are at once 
destroying our freedom, sapping our 
strength, and separating us from our 
Christian calling.

In Anton Chekov’s "Cherry Orch­
ard, 7 Anya says to her weeping mother 
when the news is broken of the sale of 
their ancestral home, "Don’t weep. 
Mamma. We will make a new garden, 
more splendid than this one; and you 
will see it, you will understand. And 
joy, quiet, deep joy will sink into your 

soul like the sun at evening! And you 
will smile, Mamma!" [The Plays of 
Chekhov, Modern Library (New York: 
Random House), p. 104.] If we must 
cut off some of our present institution­
alism with its extension of programs, 
organizations, bureaus, meetings, drives, 
and goals, then let us do so with 
courage and dispatch.

Responsible freedom is not a goal 
which we can easily come by; but it is 
one worthy of diligent pursual.

If we really are to become the “New 
Testament churches” that we keep tell­
ing ourselves we already are, there must 
be a complete acceptance of the rele­
vance of Christianity to daily life. 
Through theological education, Bible 
teaching, regular preaching, and denom­
inational programming there must be a 
communication to the world of the con­
cept that Christianity is not just a batch 
of hocus-pocus; that Christ’s life is not 
only vicarious but also exemplary; that 
our faith is not only historical but also 
contemporary.

Those who occupy places of leader­
ship in the church must decide whether 
we prefer being hated by the ignorant 
if we speak out or being despised by 
the wise if we are silent. We must deter­
mine whether we want to be hounded 
by hell for’assuming the redemptive role 
pf the Christian or be alienated from 
heaven for neglecting the weightier mat­
ters of the law. We must makfe our 
choice as to whether we want to give 
ourselves to a vain effort to escape from 
the world or to bear our cross of self­
sacrifice daily in the world.

How can the church bear its cross 
daily? How can we “mix it" with the 
world? How can we get in gear?

Not by hiring lobbyists. Not by be­
coming a pressure group, speaking for 
so many hundred churches or so many 
million Christians. Not by copying the 
methods for engaging the gears now 
being used by the various lobbies.

We must rather get in gear as the 
early Christians did, by moral integrity, 
by practical righteousness, by Christian 
character, by consistent holiness, by 
personal honor, and by uncompromised 
commitment to Christ’s lordship in ev­
ery area and relationship of life. And 
we must do all this, not separately, but 
together. The finding of ways to bear 
our witness for Christ together is surely 
one of the greatest tasks of these times.

There is not a minute to waste in 
getting the world out of the church and 
the church into the world. ■ 

—This article is reprinted from the au­
thor's newly published book. The Cross 
in the Marketplace, Word Books, Waco, 
Tex. (122 pp., $3.50).
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MISSIONS
An every Saturday skating party 

became the Christmas gift of the 
young people of Oakhurst Baptist 
Church in Decatur, Ga. to the chil­
dren of their community. At the 
same time, the frolicking two hours 
became a cornerstone to the 
church’s recently inaugurated week­
day missions program, as more than 
100 children have responded, less 
than a third of them previously 
reached by any church activity. 
Caught in the traditional pinch of a 
neighborhood changing racially, eco­
nomically, and socially, the church 
is fighting back against a growing 
estrangement between itself and 
its community. The young people 
switched their annual Christmas 
emphasis from helping other areas 
to zero in on their own. They threw 
a party for the 300-member grade 
school, raised more than $400 for 
72 pairs of skates, and spread th& 
word that there would 'be a party 
every Saturday. Things have really 
rolled since then. turn page



The excitement of music, re­
freshments, and crowds has 
made the skating party one of 
thfi most popular events of the 
week, and children are lined up 
waiting to check out skates long 
before the weekly party starts 
(above). Men of the church con­
structed a gay, red and white 
refreshment stand and skate 
rack, complete with wheels for 
mobility. Young people and a 
few adults rotate their service 
in preparing and dispensing re­
freshments, putting on skates, 
and helping the beginners just 
to stand up. Each newcomer 
signs up (missions committee 
member, Mrs. Bill Roe, at right) 
and parents are asked to give 
their permission. Larry Goode, 
lower right, youth member on 
the missions committee, pro­
vides the lively music that makes 
the party go by transporting his 
complicated hi-fi sound system 
to the church parking lot in 
his station wagon. Refreshment 
time (opposite page) is the most 
popular fifteen minutes of the 
day. Pastor John Nichol and 
Youth Leader Billy Densmore 
see the skating as the church’s 
way of saying to the community, 
"We are concerned for you as 

. persons, and this is our way of 
serving you.”
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A Problem in Christian

UNB by Joseph R. Estes 
Department of Work 

Related to Non-Evangelicals, HMB

The mid-twentieth century has seen a 

remarkable, phenomenon. Baptists and 
Catholics are finding frequent occasions 
for sharing in religious exercises. They 
have been coming together for such 
diverse experiences as worship services 
and wedding ceremonies, for dialogue 
in groups and in personal conversations, 
for preaching and for prayer, for civic 
and for church meetings.

Catholics are often extremely curious 
about the faith of their Protestant neigh­
bors. They are attending Protestant 
worship in ever-increasing numbers. In­
termarriages have become so common 
that there is alarm on both sides, Protes­
tant and Catholic. Not only are Catholic 
priests willing to speak in Protestant 
churches (and of course this includes 
Baptist churches), but Protestant min­
isters and Baptist preachers are being 
asked to speak in Catholic churches. 
At least one Baptist pastor has actually 
been asked to speak at the Mass in the 
Catholic church in his city!

Reactions to these experiences have 
been as diverse as the occasions them­
selves. Some Baptists have, raised the 
cry that those of our leaders who allow 
Catholic priests to lead worship in our 
churches are hindering “the proclama­
tion of our New Testament witness,” 
if not actually “selling out" to Rome. 
Others have hailed these experiences as 
a genuine enhancement of our Baptist 
effectiveness or at least as beneficial in 
fostering a mutual understanding be­
tween Baptists and Catholics.

Whatever one’s reactions to these 
Baptist-Catholic conclaves, the fact re­
mains that more of our people are 
entering into them. Like it or not, we 
are seeing more of our churches', preach­
ers, . and laymen engaging in common 
worship and special services with Ro­

man Catholics. This calls for serious 
and candid thinking on our part. Nei­
ther wholesale condemnation nor naive 
optimism will be acceptable. We must 
approach these evidences of a changed 
mentality among us with an openness 
to the truth of God and a humility that 
will nWke us teachable, wherever and 
whenever that truth may re found.

The Temper of Our Time: 
A Striving After lenity

Ours is an “age of ecumenism." The 
term and its derivitives repel some peo­
ple. However, it is rooted in New 
Testament language and teaching. The 
Greek word, oikoumene, means both the 
“habitable world" (as in Matt. 24:14) 
and the “inhabitants of the whole earth, 
the human race” (as in Acts 17:31). 
Hence, the word “ecumenism” has come 
to mean, among other things, a concern 
for fellowship in the gospel, the fellow­
ship of believers, throughout the whole 
world. Ecumenism points to the priority 
of worldwide Christian concerns over 
merely parochial or local ones. It seeks 
to make paramount in the individual 
Christian a desire for unity with all 
other Christians in the world for the 
sake of the worldwide mission of the 
church. Whatever organizational or 
structural forms the “ecumenical move­
ment" may take, they are meant to 
serve the greater purpose of bringing 
Christians into a positive, meaningful, 
and missionary unity in the world.

The ecumenical spirit and movement 
is meant to be an expression of the 
yearning for the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
“High Priestly Prayer” in John 17:11: 
"Holy Father, keep them in thy name 
which thou hast given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are one.” 
(RSV) The Pauline teaching on the 

church as the “one body" of Christ, for 
example in Eph. 4:4ff. and Col. 1:18, 
24, suggests that there is an existent 
unity of Christians, an already achieved 
fact in history.

The problem arises when the Chris­
tian becomes sensitive to the fact that 
the Christian communion is divided into 
a multiplicity of denominations and 
churches. Whatever historical, doctrinal, 
sociological, or psychological reasons 
may be given for the divisions, no 
serious Christian can be content with 
them or believe that God wills them. 
Whatever solutions may be suggested, 
however many the failures, however 
painful the road to Christian .unity, the 
majority of Christians today know that 
the effort to realize our oneness must 
not be abandoned.

The Baptist who believes that all 
Christians must become Baptists is just 
as “ecumenical,” in his way, as the 
Roman Catholic who believes that al! 
Christians must “return" to the Roman 
Church! In any case, it is a kind of 
religious indifference which can be con­
tent with the present state of division 
among professed believers in Christ. 
Such indifference is more to be deplored 
than the mistaken missionary zeal which 
demands that all others assume one’s 
denominational label or acquiescence in 
one’s creedal formulation.

Hans Kiing, perhaps the leading con­
temporary Catholic theologian, has 
quoted Karl Barth, undoubtedly 'he 
leading contemporary ProtestanU th :o- 
logian, as follows: “Anyone who W pre­
pared to come to terms with schism in 
the church, anyone capable of being at 
ease with it . . . may be a good, lo /al 
believer in some sense that belongs to 
his particular denomination—a good 
Roman or Calvinist or Orthodox or

'baptist—but he must not think that he 
can possibly be a good Christian.”1

The thoughtful Christian will rec­
ognize that the One Lord Christ whom 
we confess, the One Holy Spirit who 
inspires us, and the One God and 
Father of us all "who is over all and 
through all and in all” will be denied 
by a fractured and factional body of 
believers. Missionaries in other countries 
encountered confusion in the minds of 
converts and would-be-converts as a 
result of the diversity of denominations 
professing the same Christ. This gave 
birth to the modern ecumenical concern.

Roman Catholics were at first aloof 
from all attempts at involving them in 
the ecumenical meetings and organiza­
tions which began to spring up. But 
Pope John XXIII, with his calling of 
the Vatican Council II and the decisions 
it made, soon placed Roman Catholics 
in the vanguard of ecumenical endeavor. 
The intense eagerness with which Ro­
man Catholic clergy and laity engage in 
ecumenical relations now makes it vir­
tually impossible for any denomination 
to remain in isolation.

b is possible, of course, to see in this 
ecumenism nothing good. It is really a 
false ecumenical spirit which is charac­
terized by a wholesale disregard for 
bas doctrinal and ecclesiastical differ­
ent: s. Despite the renewal of biblical 
and .heological studies in most Christian 
coi munions, the Roman Church in- 
c'u -d, the “rank and file" are often 
inc Cerent to the doctrinal considera­
te: which formerly motivated church 
me bers. There is evidence that the 
d°r 'as that preachers and theologians 
exp and are frequently considered ir- 
rele ant to the practical affairs of life 
Witt which laymen are concerned. In 
adc ,on, the theologians themselves 

have generally rejected the creedalism 
of former ages, with the concomitant 
appeal to the "infallibles," in favour of 
some kind of doctrinal reductionalism. 
The blase assumption that denomina­
tional distinctions are unimportant be­
cause “we believe the same thing any­
way" is hardly adequate to account for 
the many divisions among Christians, 
or the differences between Baptists and 
Roman Catholism. The cause of Chris­
tian unity can hardly be served by such 
doctrinal indifference.

On the other hand, Baptists might 
take this as a genuine opportunity for 
giving “a reason for the faith that is 
in us.” What all our vaunted mission­
ary and evangelistic zeal could not move 
us to do toward our Catholic neighbors, 
the ecumenical climate of our time may 
force us to do—bear a convincing wit­
ness to our understanding and experi­
ence of Christ, individually and in cor­
porate worship. If the faith of our Bap­
tist people is so fragile that it cannot 
stand exposure to the reasoned presen­
tations of those of other persuasions, 
we may well wonder if they would or 
ought to "remain with us" in any case.

The Meaning of Roman 
Catholic "Renewal”

Any consideration of Roman Catholi­
cism, however brief, must take into ac­
count the veritable explosion of changes 
in attitude and actions that is occurring 
within that communion, It is obvious 
to everyone that strong and even ir­
resistible movements within the Roman 
Church are effecting rapid and signifi­
cant changes. Many of these movements 
have existed in the church for decades, 
even centuries, but were largely hidden 
from the gaze of the non-Catholic by 
an effectual curtain of hierachical au-

I

The growing 
Catholic-Baptist 
dialogue calls for 
serious and 
candid thinking: 
neither wholesale 
condemnation 
nor naive 
optimism is 
acceptable.
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thority. The latter nineteenth century 
and early twentieth century trends in 
Roman Catholic scholarship began to 
assert their influence and finally received 
official recognition in the Vatican Coun­
cil II. Perhaps the most startling “reve­
lation” which this council granted to 
the "outsider” was the presence within 
Roman Catholicism of a rich diversity 
of thought. What had been generally 
considered a Protestant monopoly was 
now seen to be a reality in the Roman 
Church as well.

The window to the world which af­
forded this sight was effectually and 
permanently opened by Pope John XXIII 
in his inaugural encyclical, Ad Petri 
Cathedram of June 29, 1959. Therein 
he announced his intention to call the 
Ecumenical Council under the "com­
pelling motive” of the “irresistible as­
surance” of Christ’s declaration that 
“there will be one fold and one shep­
herd.” (John 10:15) Whereas the desire 
for unity was the ultimate goal of the 
Council, however, the primary task was 
to be the “setting in order” of Rome’s 
own household. "But the most pressing 
topics will be those which concern the 
spread of the Catholic faith, the revival 
of Christian standards of morality, and 

•the bringing of ecdesiastical discipline 
into closer accord with the needs and 
conditions of our times.”2 Obviously, 
the growing alienation of society from 
the Christian faith> and from Roman 
Catholicism in particular, was the ef­
fecting cause of the Pope’s call for the 
Roman Church to be “updated.”

In a prophetic book (because written 
before the Council had convened), 
Hans Kiing made explicit the purpose 
for which Pope John called them to­
gether. He stated, “the task of the Ecu­
menical Council: a positive renewal 
(renovatic) and adaptation (accomoda­
tion) of the church to present needs and 
conditions, or, to use the Italian word 
which expresses it so accurately, an 
aggiornamento, a bringing-up-to-the- 
present-day.”3 This, Kiing further de­
clares, lies midway between the two 
extremes of “revolution,” that is the 
“violent overthrow either of values or 
of authority . . . without piety toward 
the past,” and “restoration,” the lethar­
gical "maintenance of a system.”4

Kiing rejected the easy distinction 
between the divine essence of the church 
which “needs no reform” and the hu­
man institution of the church which is 
in constant need of reform.6 The divine 
essence is so embedded in the human 
that: “Every part of the building, even 
the innermost room in it, or the most 
important or the most valuable, is basi­
cally liable to need renewing and can 
therefore be reformed and renewed."8 

To make this figure more exact: “Ev try 
institution, even the very holiest ( he 
celebration of the Eucharist, or he 
preaching of the gospel), every aspect 
of the organization (even the prim icy 
of Rome, or the episcopal government 
of the church) can, through the hist ri. 
cal process of formation and defon ra­
tion, come to need renewal, and n ust 
then be reformed and renewed; o ly, 
the basic irreformable pattern given by 
God through Christ must not be set 
aside. Indeed, the holier the institut on. 
the woyse the damage, and the nore 
urgent the renewal; think of the Jis- 
astrous confusion of tradition with 
‘traditional’ (but perhaps extremely re­
cent) customs; of orthodoxy with con­
formism, of the discipline of the chi rch 
with legalism, of veneration for Mary 
with Marianism, of ecclesiastical institu­
tions with institutionalism, of sacra­
ments with sacramentarianism, of the 
Papacy with papalism, and so forth,,”7

Parenthetically, one could wish for 
Southern Baptists to be so determined 
in seeking the “basic irreformable pat­
tern given by God through Christ” that 
our most cherished and revered institu­
tions might be subjected to critical re­
form in the light thereof. The shattering 
iconoclastic attacks by those in our 
midst—and without—which are com­
pletely lacking in sympathy and love 
would be unnecessary—or at least in­
effective—if we were less defensive and 
protective and exercised the tough- 
minded self-reappraisal that is one evi­
dence of the movement of God’s Spirit 
in our life. The critical reappraisal ol 
ourselves in the light of God’s revelation 
is surely not going to reduce our effec­
tiveness in missionary and evangelistic 
outreach. Rather, it is bound to strength­
en our effectiveness, and that in the true 
service of God’s kingdom. If we agree 
heartily with Kiing that the Roman 
Church needs this deep reform, let u 
be at least as enthusiastic about oui 
own refusal to commit denominational 
idolatry.

Whether the Vatican Council II ac­
tually accomplished its purpose as stated 
is a matter of debate both within and 
without Roman Catholicism. Scholar 
and churchmen have been and will be 
committed continually to evaluating' the 
actions of the council. A veritable flood 
of literature is coming forth on the 
subject. The sessions of the co mci 
were characterized by frank debate an< 
awareness of the Protestant “obser ers 
as well as the mentality of the se ulai 
world which also watched with inti rest 

Regarding specific doctrines, son* e* 
press dissatisfaction and others w iole- 
sale rejection of the council decis ons 
However, there is no doubt that a v holt

The
Question 

of
Infallibility

The question of infallibility of 

doctrine is to be understood in the 
light- of the distinction drawn by 
Pope John in his opening address 
to Vatican Council II, the distinc­
tion between the depositum fidei, 
and the modus enuntiandi, the day 
in which the doctrine is presented. 
The depositum fidei is itself infalli­
ble. It is the doctrine of the church 
which is definitive and “no doctri­
nal development, or further pene­
tration of revelation, will ever ne­
gate it.”0 It is this “core" of dogma 
which the Vatican Council II did 
not and could not change. What it

disposition concerning Catholic doctrine 
and practice has been made possible as 
a result of the council. The continuing 
criticism and debate may bring further 
revision and change.

One fact seems to emerge above all 
in the matters of doctrine: the Catholic 
struggle with dogma revolves around 
the idea of “infallibility.” The Vatican 
Council I had declared the doctrine of 
Papal infallibility, i.e., that the Pope is 
infallible in matters of faith and morals 
when he is exercising his teaching office. 
This is preserved in Vatican II, but the 
Magisterium (teaching authority) of the 
church is extended to the episcopal col­
lege. “The infallibility promised to the 
church resides also in the body of 
bi-hops when the body exercises su­
preme teaching authority with the suc­
cessor of Peter.”8 This step forward in 
“d 'iiocratizing" the teaching office must 
n< be underestimated. More freedom 
in fefining the dogma may yet be real­
ized (see accompanying statement).

he really hopeful sign which Vatican 
U aised was a changed attitude toward 
0,: r Christians. Although the hyper- 
sc itive may flinch at being called 

arated brethren," the fact remains 
th.- the blatant demand that the road 
to unity is the "road to Rome” has 
be abandoned. One recent ecumenical 
en aunter elicited this statement by a 

did seek to “re-form" was the 
modus enuntiandi, the method of 
expressing this dogma in doctrinal 
propositions. The modus even the 
decrees of Vatican II, is authorita­
tive for Catholics but not consid­
ered infallible. To these decrees the 
Catholic is to give “religious as­
sent” or “obedience of the mind.”10 
Still their "fragmentary character’’11 
indicates the possibility of revision 
by a succeeding council of the 
bishops. Of this Baum says, “If the 
Catholic, obedient to the magis- 
terium and open to dialogue, finds 
it impossible not only to assimilate 
a particular teaching but even to 
reconcile it with the total gospel 
as preached by the church, he 
may responsibly reveal his con­
victions and work toward a revision 
of the official position.”12

These considerations are impor­
tant not only so that we may un­
derstand what has and has not 
been changed by Vatican II but so 
that we may understand' the real 
dimensions of any ensuing ecumeni­
cal involvements. Unqualified opti­
mism as to the possibilities of agree­

patholic scholar-priest: “Through Va­
tican II, Roman Catholics, you might 
say, have completely melted in their 
cold attitude toward separated brethren. 
... We are trying to restore a lost 
Christian unity, not to form a more 
powerful ... or efficient church.’’14 
In response, a Baptist pastor is reported 
to have said: “We can emphasize that 
which binds us together and minimize 
that which keeps us apart. Jesus did not 
spend his time guarding the customs 
and traditions of his day, but as it 
turned.out hd was sent to his death by 
those who did."15 Whether we can agree 
completely, a positive openness and 
hopeful yearning is to be welcomed.

Ground Rules Needed for Relations 
Between Baptists and Catholics
In an address to furloughing South­

ern Baptist missionaries, one of our 
seminary professors expressed the need 
for “the eliciting, the framing, and the 
articulating of a contemporary Baptist 
strategy toward the Roman Catholic 
fold.” This responsibility, he said, should 
be shared by all of our Baptist leaders 
and “conceivably could combine mis­
sionary apologetic and evangelistic 
methods to be used by Evangelicals, 
theological and ethical interchange be­
tween Evangelicals and Roman Catho­
lics, and areas of active cooperation

ment in doctrine is unwarranted at 
this stage. The Catholic who ac­
quiesces in doctrines of the church 
with which Protestants cannot 
agree, should expect no greater dis­
position on the Protestant’s part to 
abandon his beliefs than he has 
himself to disobey the magisterium. 
Where complete disregard for doc­
trinal matters is the climate of 
ecumenical relations, it is to be 
questioned whether it is a Christian 
unity that is sought or merely a 
social and human fellowship. Arch­
bishop John A. Murphy of Cardiff 
put it this way to Catholics: “There 
will always be in every movement 
the false prophets who want to 
clean up the problem by sweeping 
it out of sight; who seek the slick 
solution, the quick anodyne, the 
ready aspirin. Remove the pain and 
forget the cause. Solve the mixed 
marriage problem, admit the valid­
ity of Anglican Orders, allow joint 
churches, pulpits, divorce, and the 
pill, and all will be well. All won't 
be well," he added. “We have re­
moved the very troubles which drive 
men to seek unity.”13

between Evangelicals and Roman Catho­
lics."10 As a very modist contribution 
to this need, the Department of Work 
Related to Non-Evangelicals, Home 
Mission Board, has published a pam­
phlet for our Baptist people, entitled, 
“ ‘Talking Religion’ With Catholics."

The best' single source book on 
Protestant-Catholic conversation is an 
American Dialogue, Robert McAfee 
Brown & Gustave Weigel.17 This volume 
merits thorough study by Baptists in­
terested in entering into the experience 
of ecumenical dialogue with Catholics.

Although no rules will be adequate 
for covering every situation, nor can 
one person give guides for so vast a 
Baptist and Catholic population as we 
have, the following principles -might 
suggest some possibilities.

• The purpose of each meeting in 
which Baptists and Catholics share 
should be clearly stated in advance 
so that participants may not be 
misled.

• Equal respect of the feelings and 
faith of the other parties must be 
shown.

• Each leader of a Baptist-Catholic 
dialogue situation should be one 
who is informed on his faiTh.

• Each participaht must desire to 
have a fuller and clearer under­
standing of the faith of the other.
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This means that each must rid him­
self of caricatures of the other’s 
faith, seek to enter sympathetically 
into the rationale of the other’s 
faith, and thereby be open to con­
stant revision of his understanding 
of the other’s faith.

• Each particjpaBtjnust be prepared 
to deal f^fnkly with his own faith, 
its weaknesses as well as its 
strengths, and to avoid being overly 
defensive or polemical.

• Each participant must be prepared 
to agree and to disagree in all 
candor. The possibility of disagree­
ment must not destroy the relation­
ship but it should be a natural ex­
pression of the desire for unity.

• Each participant must seek honest­
ly to face the issues which divide 
Christians even if they are an in­
dictment of his own group.

• Each participant must avoid judg­

ARE YOU <
' SATISFIED 

WITH YOUR 
PRESENT JOB?

Test yourself now on job satisfaction.
Just check "YES" or "NO" on the chart below.

being employed in lull-time Christian work
2. Are your earnings enough to meet youi 
family's needs in these days of growing inflation 
and rising costs?
3. Do you find your present job challenging and 
interesting . . one you look forward to eagerly 
each morning?
4. Are you in a situation where advancement 
comes slowly and really good positions are get­
ting harder to find ?
If your answers show a check in any one of the gray areas, 
you owe it to yourself to get the facts on the John Ru<1«> plan.

Mail this coupon today! We'll show you how 
you can earn $10,000 a year or more...in truly 

satisfying Christian work.

ing the other’s spiritual condition 
or acceptability to God. Only God 
judges who is or is not “saved.”

• Each participant must believe that 
the other is sincere in his faith and 
genuine in his desire for unity in 
Christ.

• Each participant must be motivated 
by love for the other.

In the final analysis, the whole ex­
perience of sharing with persons of 
other faiths must be submitted to God 
with the prayer that his truth may 
emerge and his glory be revealed. The 
pursuit of God’s truth without thought 
of personal gain will open possibilities 
for communication and sharing quite 
apart from denominational, program­
matic, or ecclesiastical ambitions. ■
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S outhem Baptists should find ways to 

cooperate with other Christians in the 
ecumenical movement: “the task is too 
large for any one religious body to 
handle it alone.”

Such sentiments came from four 
major speakers at the Southern Bap­
tist Press Association’s annual meeting 
in Mobile, Ala.

“We are under God required, in 
every way we can without compromis­
ing our beliefs and principles, to de­
velop closer relationships with other 
Christians,” declared Wayne E. Ward, 
professor at Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville.

“And I do not draw the line at Ro­
man Catholics,” Ward quickly added. 
He was one of the four speakers. None, 
however, said he approved of Southern 
Baptist membership in the World or 
National Council of Churches.

Ward said he rejected SBC affiliation 
with the councils of churches because 
Sou I hern Baptists w^uld have to join 
as an authoritarian church structure, 
which he said is directly opposed to 
whin most Baptists believe concerning 
the meaning of “the church.”

The seminary professor said an invi- 
tatii 1 many years ago to join the World 
Coi. cil of Churches was addressed to 
“Tl Southern Baptist Church” rather 
thai to the “Southern Baptist Conven- 
tioi and it was rejected because Bap­
tist'- elieve that “the church” is a local 
con rogation or fellowship, not a na- 
tioi denomination.
'’ .rd strongly advocated, however, 

Sol em Baptist participation in the 
ecu ,‘nical movement as "observers” 
or aternal Christian participants," so 
tha: Uaptists can have fellowship and 
thei igical debate with other Chris­
tian

If a later address, the executive secre- 
tar5 >f the Home Mission Board, Ar-

"FIND
WAYS 

TO 
COOPERATE

WITH 
OTHERS," 

SPEAKERS 
ASK

by Jim Newton 
Baptist Press

thur B. Rutledge of Atlanta; presented 
statistics showing the magnitude of the 
task Southern Baptists face in seeking 
to reach a changing America, and con­
cluded by saying that the task is too 
large for any one religious body to 
handle it alone.

Rutledge said that the Board in De­
cember adopted 14 long-range guide­
lines including two ftvhich said that the 
Board would welcome and initiate com­
munication and cooperation with other 
denominations, when there is “no sacri­
fice of principles or weakening of basic 
beliefs and practices."

Rutledge said that several of his staff 
members had attended, and will attend, 
as unofficial observers a number of Na­
tional Council of Churches sponsored 
meetings.

"If 10 million Southern Baptists were 
the only Christians in the nation, we 
would be in a terrible state," Rutledge 
said.

In another address, W. Barry Garrett 
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub­
lic Affairs, told the editors that Bap­
tists cannot afford to be ignorant, mis­
informed, or prejudiced against the ecu­
menical movement and developments in 
the Christian world.

"Whether Baptists participate or re­
fuse to participate in the ecumenical 
movement, they cannot remain unaf­
fected' by it,” Garrett said.

“We rejoice,” Garrett observed, “that 
Southern • Baptists are now emerging 
into a time when we can discuss openly 
among ourselves the ecumenical move­
ment and what our responsibilities and 
opportunities might be in this area.

“We have a long way to go before we 
arrive at solutions to the many issues 
that arise out of these problems, but 
one thing is certain: we cannot find 
answers when we refuse to talk about 
them intelligently in the spirit pf Christ, 
and with deep respect for the religious 
convictions of others.”

Garrett also reviewed the elements in 
a revolutionary age, the Protestant ecu­
menical movement,, and the emergence 
of participation of Roman Catholics 
in the ecumenical movement.

He said that a new attitude, a new 
spirit, and a new freedom was gene­
rated in the Roman Catholic Church 
as a result of Vatican Council II, which 
he covered as an accredited news re­
porter for Baptist Press.

Earlier, during a joint banquet for 
the Baptist editors and the executive 
secretaries of state Baptist conventions, 
Southern Seminary President Duke K. 
McCall said that the younger generation 
of Baptists believe Christian unity is 
more important than the differences be­
tween denominations.

McCall predicted that by 1970 more 
than half of the American population 
will be under 25 years of age, and that 
a great tidal wave of these young people 
are coming into our churches, believing 
that Christian unity is more important 
than denominational differences. ,

“We can’t assume that the way we’ve 
been thinking in the past is the way we 
are going to keep on thinking," McCall 
said. ■
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City

Juvenile Delinquency:

aeon, Ga., like all cities, is faced 
with the problem of juvenile delinquen­
cy. Helpful but inadequate steps have 
been taken to cope with the problem, 
but Macon differs from most other 
cities in that here Southern Baptists 
have become active allies of the city in 
the fight against juvenile delinquency.

Have they helped?
Yes. In 1965, 13 professions of faith 

were made; 13 case referrals from 
churches, 4 from schools, 34 from in­
dividuals and other agencies, and 33 
from juvenile court were made to the 
director of rehabilitation, Macon Bap­
tist Association; 65 families were helped; 
and 33 adult case referrals came from 
the city and superior courts.

J. D. Fullington Jr., a minister and 
former chairman of the associational 
committee on juvenile rehabilitation, 
cites thi^xample:

Two girls were reported missing from 
home and school for two days. When 
found in a wooded area two blocks 
from their home, their arms and legs 
were scratched and their eyes red from 
crying. They were cold and hungry yet 
they did not want to return home.

Home, to one, was a place which 
the father had deserted. To the other 
home was a mother, who by vicious ac­
cusation and suspicion, hounded her 
daughter into delinquency. Home, to 
them, was a place without love.

Fortunately, one of the mothers called 
for help from Fullington, and he, in 
turn, called on N. L. Bellury, director 
of rehabilitation for the Macon Baptist 
Association. The two men began a case 
study, talking with the girls, their par­
ents, and the principal and guidance 
counselors at school. One of the girls 
was placed temporarily in a foster home; 
the other was taken into the home of 
the director.

Bellury says: “I had kept Martha 
(not her real name) for a few weeks, 
talking with her mother in the mean­
time. One day her mother drove up in 
my driveway. Without leaving her car 
she said she had come to take her 
daughter home. I tried to explain that 
this would not be good for her daugh­
ter at that time. The mother argued 
that we were only trying to help ‘be­
cause we were preachers.’ I told her it 
was more than this; it was because as 
Christians we loved her. With that she

To
Macon

Baptists

Challenge
threw the car into gear and backed oik 
the driveway.

“I was certain that I had said the 
wrong thing. But a few days later I 
learned that she had voluntarily en­
rolled for a six-week therapy progran 
at the state mental hospital.. Sometime 
later the girls were able to return to 
their homes with a Christian atmos- 
phere. Now one of the girls is in col­
lege and the other soon will be. One oi 
the mothers also has returned to school 
(part-time college work) and is a sub­
stitute public school teacher."

These two girls and their families 
were helped because the Macon Bap­
tist Association had a juvenile rehabili­
tation ministry. This ministry in Macoc 
is organized according to the plan de- 
veloped by the Home Mission Board 
The committee oversees the entire pra 
gram; the director coordinates the wort 
of the court, the home, and the ch irch. 
and the sponsors bring warmth, u ider- 
standing and friendship, and crea e ar 
atmosphere of care and concern ' hen 
emotional growth can occur.

The importance of the sponsors can­
not be overestimated. In fact, Bqjtoo 
says: “Sponsors are the heart 
program. Without their dedicatioi and 
devotion nothing could be ai rom- 
plished.”

Each sponsor, when assigned a case, 
is usually the only close Christian i th» 
life of the delinquent and his f; nW

Home Mis ions

It Christ is to be brought.into these 
pt-/ pie’s lives, it probably will be be- 
ca.se of the sponsor. Because of this 
tn tendous responsibility, sponsors are 
ch* sen with great care by the pastors 
in Macon association, and assigned with 
eq -.al care by the director. These Chris­
tie’ laymen must be effective witnesses 
fcr Christ.

The active role played by the spon­
sors leaves the director with little more 
than a supervisory role. He must spend 
a great deal of time conferring with the 
court, local pastors, school officials, psy­
chiatrists, and others whose work the 
program is designed to supplement.

Bellury says he has received excellent 
cooperation from community agencies. 
He does a great deal of counseling with 
individual families and delinquents. He 
and the sponsors try to work with the 
family as a whole.

“Juvenile delinquency may be a mis­
nomer," says Bellury. “I find that in 
many of our cases it is the parents who 
are the actual cause of the delinquency. 
To help the child, we must help the 
parents too. Occasionally this isn’t pos­
sible, and we find it best to remove the 
child from the environment.”

He cites a case which involved a boy 
who was doing such poor school work 
that he had no chance of graduating. 
His delinquent activity was beginning 
to involve him in court action. Realiz­
ing that the main problem lay in the 
home and that this problem could not 
be corrected in time to prevent the boy 
from becoming more delinquent, Bellury 
tried a new tack.

“I interested him in enlisting in the 
service. He joined the Marines shortly 
after his seventeenth birthday. He was 
cited at Parris Island for being the out­
standing Marine in his class and now 
he is completing work on his high school 
diploma.”

The juvenile rehabilitation ministry 
extends further than counseling and in­
dividual help. This past summer a camp 
for hoys was held at Farrar, Ga. Twelve 
of (he 18 attending made professions of 
faith or rededications.

very successful Vacation Bible 
Sc '□! was held in the Bibb County 
ju’ Mile detention home, and another 
is; inned for next summer.

Hithern Baptists in Macon are mak­
ing a great contribution to the fight 
aS- -1st delinquency. Former Juvenile 
Co-rt Judge Durwood Mercer noted 
tha the Bibb County rate of juvenile 
dcl.-iquency was less than the national 
avi-;age, using figures for the years of

; and 1965. He commended the 
Baptist churches of Macon for their 
assceiatioEal juvenile rehabilitation pro­
gram. ■
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TEACHING NURSERY

B.M. CRAIN, 21 years a staff mem­
ber of the Home Mission Board, 
resigned recently to enter the auto­
motive business in Cumming, Ga. A 
native of Dodson, La., he was direc­
tor of education in Shreveport be­
fore coming to the mission agency 
as business manager, a post he held 
until last year when he became sec­
retary of purchasing services. In 
announcing his resignation, the 
Board praised his dedication and 
willingness to serve.

Baptists May be Too Ute

To Reach Negro Youth

A young Negro sociologist told South­
ern Baptists workers with National Bap­
tists that it may be too late for Baptists 
to have an effective witness and com­
munication to the youngi Negro leaders 
of America. |

Speaking of the fast rise of an emerg­
ing Negro youth, most of them follow­
ers of Stokeley Carmichael and Mal­
colm X, Harding, a professor at Spel­
man College in Atlanta, called these 
Negro youth “pace setters” who will 
more and more set the tone for Negro 
life in the future.

He added that the situation might be 
different if 25 years ago, every Christian 
had gone into restaurants and hotels and 
said, "Pardon me sire, but do you serve 
my black brother, too?"

Harming urged Baptists instead to 
work with whites and urge them to 
question things that really matter. He 
called for a “consistent, constant, 
conscience-driven questioning of what 
America is doing in the world today." 
(BP)

SAVE in 
the CAVE!
-presenting five 

new audiovisual 
selections:

CHILDREN
Helps teachers understand the nature of 
the Nursery child, what and how he learns. 
Use it in $tudy courses, clinics, parent­
worker meetings, and Nursery committee 
meetings. 45 frames, color, with record­
ing, $7.00. .
A CHURCH TRAINING I 

JUNIORS
Emphasizes church-member skills which 
Juniors are capable of developing and ac­
tivities through which these might be de­
veloped. Use it with study course book of 
the same title. 45 frames, color, with re­
cording. $7.00.

A CHURCH TRAINING
INTERMEDIATES
Acquaints workers with Intermediate char­
acteristics. programs, and facilities. For 
use with study course book of the same 
title. 80 frames, color, with recording, 
$11.00.

THE TRAINING PROGRAM
OF A CHURCH
Shows how to orientate new church mem­
bers, how to support other church pro­
grams, and how to train church leaders. 
50 frames, color, with recording, $7.00.

A new motion picture!
ECHO
A documentary on Egypt—her culture, 
people—and the thirty-six-year strug­
gles of a Baptist minister to witness 
there. A Radio-Television Commission 
Film released by Broadman Films. 30 
minutes, color, rental $15.00.

Want to save an average 37% on audio­
visuals? Ask about the Church Audiovisual 
Education Plan when you write: 

BROADMAN FILMS 
127 Ninth Ave., North 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203



Bolding

. Usable collections of ready-made de­
votions, all based on Scripture, for use 
in meetings, groups, gatherings, etc.

• PLEASE GIVE A DEVOTION $1.95
• PLEASE GIVE ANOTHER

DEVOTION $1.95
• PLEASE GIVE A DEVOTION

OF GLADNESS $1.95

Order from your Baptist Book Store

For your FREE copy of

HOW GREAT 
THOU ART

and new MANNA MUSIC catalog

write to:
MANNA MUSIC, INC.

1328 North Highland Avenue 
Hollywood, California 90028

KNIGHT TRAVEL SERVICE
111 Jackson Street

WEST JEFFERSON, OHIO 43162
PROUDLY PRESENTS 1967 DIRECTED 
TOURS: DEPARTURE DATES:
APRIL 26 BIBLE LANDS AND EUROPE: 

21-30 day tour, "Springtime in 
Europe and the Mediterranean" 
and "Tulip Time in Holland."

JUNE 6 SCANDINAVIAN TOUR:
21-30-36 day tour, North Cape 
Cruise and Iceland and the Brit­
ish isles.

JULY 11 BIBLE LANDS AND EUROPE: 
<21-30 days) 21 days in HOLY 
LANDS. Extension to Austria, 
Switzerland, and England.

AUGUST 19 GRAND EUROPEAN TOUR: 
Visiting 10 Countries (FRANCE, 
ENGLAND. SWITZERLAND, 
AUSTRIA, GERMANY, BEL­
GIUM, HOLLAND. SCOT­
LAND. and IRELAND)

OCTOBER 2 AROUND THE WORLD 
TOUR: Visiting the Bible Land: 
(21 days in Africa); ending tour 
in the Hawaiian Islands.

WRITE FOR BROCHURES or phone (614) 
879-8466 for immediate booking.
"Tours priced all-inclusive (3 meals) first- 
class and deluxe hotels—full sightseeing 
program.

THE CHURCH IN THE CITY

Demand for

Experimentation, 

Adaptation

Because the problems of today’s cities 

are a vital concern of the churches, 
religious leaders should be prepared to 
allow for experimentation and adapta­
tion to meet the needs of the changing 
times even if this means a revamping 
of present parish and congregational 
structures.

This was the consensus voiced by 
speakers participating in the Urban 
Convocation “Man in the New City,” 
sponsored by the Itoman Catholic 
Diocese of Wilmington, Del., and the 
Council • of Churches of Wilmington 
and New Castle County.

George Webber, a United Church of 
Christ clergyman and professor for 
practical theology at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, expressed 
the need for changing parish structures.

“The traditional patterns of church 
life,” Webber said, “do not fit the life 
of the inner city. We have tried to im­
pose the forms of church life that de­
veloped in 18th century England or 
rural America upon i totally different 
historical situation.”

Webber, who also is .director of 
Metropolitan Urban Training Service, 
a Methodist-founded, interdenomina­
tional project which provides seminaries 
with inner-city work in New York, 
criticized certain notions of evangelism.

In the past, he said, evangelism meant 
how to go out and get people into the 
churches. The role of the church should 
be, he said, to become “involved in all 
the significant elements that make up 
human life in metropolis.”

Urging that congregations undergo a 
“crucifixion,” Webber said: “The focus 
is not on the moral life or the building 
of an institution, but on living as 
‘agents of recognition.’ This includes 
sharing in Christ’s ministry of healing, 
reconciliation, judgment, and forgive­
ness.”

He -said Christians should share in 
Christ’s work by joining secular and 

political organizations which are w rk- 
ing to better human life.

Catholic Bishop Victor J. Reec of 
Oklahoma City-Tulsa said that chi rch 
authorities should allow experime na­
tion and adaptation to meet the n«eds 
of a changing world.

“Authorities should be permis.ive 
while maintaining proper order," .aid 
Bishop Reed in asking for a “new i lid- 
die way” in which the churches can 
meet the challenge of modern soc.ity.

The middle way “should be fashioned 
to meet the needs of today’s world, and 
the spiritual needs of today’s people," 
he said.

Bishop Reed asked for ecumenical 
efforts in building the ’“new city” ac­
cording to God’s plan. “All of us are 
required to help. The problems of so­
ciety should be met by ecumenical ef­
forts,” he said.

David W. Barry, presbyterian clergy­
man who is director of the interdenomi­
national New York. City Mission So­
ciety, said the church “above all other 
institutions has a responsibility to dis­
cover and state the purpose of metro­
polis.”

But it has failed, he said, chiefly 
because it is guilty of four “heresies":

—“There is the heresy that the pur­
pose of the church is to save souls. As 
I understand our faith, it is Jesus Christ, 
not the church, who is our Saviour.”

—The second heresy says that “man 
is divided into two parts, the spiritual 
part and the secular part, and the busi­
ness of the church is to deal with the 
spiritual part.”

—“There is a peculiarly American 
heresy that says there are two kinds of 
people, the in-group—people like our­
selves—whom out-group—the others, 
usually poor—for whom our Christian 
duty is to provide social services.”

—The final, and most pervasive, 
heresy says “the primary task of the 
church is to build the church as an 
institution.” He said that even v hen 
“we encounter the agencies of the world 
we convert them into what we call stu­
dy themes as we are now doing with 
poverty, and we produce reams o! lit­
erature to be read by ourselves and 
employ new staffs to be our pri /ale 
poverty experts.”

Calling the lack of direction the c ver­
riding problem in today’s cities, B irry 
saic^that “without purpose and d rec- 
tiop, we lose the will to move. This era 
can be defined as one of povertx of 
will so far as urban needs are -on- 
cerned.” (RNS)

Home Missions

DI ECTION 77

Ten-Year Projection

Sees 3,540 Missinoaries

A :ecade from now, the Home Mission “Change is coming faster than we 
think, faster than we can act," he said. 
“But our future is as bright as our 
vision and our willingness to act.”

Other officers elected by the agency 
are:

Lester B. Collins, pastor of the Gas­
ton Avenue Baptist Church in Dallas, 
first vice president.

Harmon M. Bom, president of Beau­
dry Ford in Atlanta, second vice presi­
dent.

Miss Marie Cooper, Atlanta business 
woman, recording secretary.

Mrs. Robert R. Hallman of Atlanta, 
. assistant recording secretary.

Outgoing President Arendall, who 
still has a year remaining in his second 
three-year term as a director, spoke en­
couragingly of the changes in home 
missions he witnessed from the presi­
dent’s chair during the last two years.

“If'there has been any one dramatic 
change, it has been the move away from 
institutional approaches to person-cen­
tered ministries such as juvenile rehab­
ilitation,” he said.

“There is a fluidity of work now, a 
breaking out of traditions," Arendall 
said. “The idea exists now that anything 
should be considered if it might work 
in a spiritual way."

Arendall also cited a broader inter­
pretation of evangelism and new meth­
ods of outreach su|h as high-rise apart­
ment ministries as recent developments 
that have helped to capture the imagina­
tion of the Baptist constituency.

“Personally, I feel we have definitely 
established ourselves (the board) in the 
eyes of Southern Baptists,” he said, cit­
ing increased financial support and a 
growing interest among pastors in home 
missions.

The new president, Aderhold, has been 
a board member since December 1963. 
He has served on a long list of com­
mittees and as chairman of the evange­
lism and business services committees.

Aderhold is a graduate of Mercer 
University (Baptist) in Macon, Ga., and 
Columbia Theological Seminary in De­
catur, Ga. He did further study at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville.

Boaid expects to be operating on a 
budget of $19.3 million that supports 
the work of 3,540 missionaries, most 
of them in the cjties.

The projection came from the final 
report of a 10-member long range ob­
jectives and goals committee at the 
Spring meeting of the Board.

In other business the Board named 
J. Don Aderhold of Decatur, Ga. to 
succeed Edgar M. Arendall of Birming­
ham as president and took care of the 
on-going affairs through it numerous 
committees.

However, the goals committee’s re­
port dominated the short Spring Session.

The report, entitled “Direction ’77" 
includes 14 guidelines that were ap­
proved last fall and cited urban centers 
as the primary target of the home mis­
sions thrust, evangelism as the heart of 
hat thrust, and clearly set out that the 
Board’s interest crosses racial and cul­
tural boundaries.

“Our present population of 200 mil­
ion will become 250 million by 1977,” 
he document stated. “This people will 
>e both urbanized and youthful, with 
50 million under 20 years of age.”

The report also included the goals 
sf each of the Board’s 12 programs, 
for 1070 and 1977.

B\ 1970 Baptist support of the Board 
s ex acted to total $14.4 million and 
l,56G millionaires will be on the field, 
fhis ear’s budget totals $12.1 million 
vith -bout 2,165 missionaries.
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example of the program goals: 
?7 the Christian Social Ministries 
ment hopes to have assisted 3,750 

■es through counseling in estab­
weekday ministries; the evange- 
vision hopes to commit and train 
0 church members in personal 
'ing.
- staff will utilize these goals,” 
rthur B. Rutledge, executive sec- 
“Beginning this year, the staff 

ts will report quarterly on their 
•s measured against these specific 
n their area.”

Le is E. Rhodes, of Knoxville, Tenn., 
haii. -.an of the goals committee, 
®*n' .1 out that the goals and guidelines 
M changed and adapted constantly.

BAPTISTS IN A

SWINGING PARADISE

in the May

HOME MISSIONS

he Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to

Jesus quoting Isaiah (Luke 4:18-19;

When you have heard the call, 
Clear Creek Baptist School can 
help you prepare for God's serv­
ice. Provision can be made for 
families, if necessary. Employ­
ment opportunities. High school 
diploma not needed.

Qualify for pastoral ministry, mission work, or 
evangelism. Write for free catalog:

President 0. M. Aldridge

CLEAR CREEK 
BAPTIST SCHOOL

Pineville, Kentucky 40977

he hath sent me to heat the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliv­
erance to the captives, and recov­
ering of sight to the blind, to set 

liberty them that are bruised. 
“To preach the acceptable

AROUND-THE-WORLD-TOUR
18th annual around-the-world-tour. All expanse 
and economical, includes sightseeing and con­
ferences with Heads of States, Ambassadors, 
Editors, Educators, Missionaries, 16 Exotic 
countries—see HOLY LAND, Japan. Formosa. 
Hong Kong, Thailand, India, Nepal, Egypt. 
Greece, etc. Optional return via RUSSIA. July 3 
departure. 7 wonderful weeks. (Also 31-dfy 
Holy Land Tour, departure June 30). Write 
for folder.

BRYAN WORLD TOUR
1880C Gage Blvd., Topeka, Kansas
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MISSIONARY
APPOINTEES*

• । Must uf these misrionary appom- 
i s are lointly appointed by thi­

ll MH md the stale convention where 
“•••* sene and/or other Baptist 
I r.- .ps.)

James T. Holcombe was appointed by the Christian Sue 
Ministries Department and is serving in the Baptist C :ni 
at Belle Glade, Fla. He is a native of Union, S.C., t id 
graduate of Wofford College in Spartanburg, S.C., ai 
Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Ky. Whei a 
pointed he was pastor of the St. Stephen Church i i < 
Stephen, S.C. He also was a pastor in Una, S.C., ar J 
and Mrs. Holpombe were houseparents for the Ken ud 
Children's Home in Lyndon. Birthday Aug. 8.

Mrs. James T. Holcombe, the fortper Diane Grifi.n, 
a native of Dayton, Ohio. She assists her husband in-i 
Baptist Center at Belle Glade. She is a graduate of C; r» 
Newman College in Jefferson City, Tenn., and Souihi 
Baptist Seminary in Louisville. She was a Home Boi 
student summer missionary in 1959, and also a public schi 
teacher in Dalton, Ga. and Crestwood, Ky. Birthday Aug,

Howard Tisdale was appointed as industrial chaplain 
direct a pilot project in industrial chaplaincy in Louisvi 
Ky., encouraging industrial executives to start chapla 
pastor ministries. He previously served as pastor of 
Eighteen Mile Church in La Grange, Ky. He is a native 
Ellisville, Miss., and a graduate of Auburn University 
Auburn, Ala., Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville; i 
he received his clinical pastoral education in Kentucky, 
Louisville General Hospital and Central State Hospital 
Lexington. Birthday Oct. 25.

Alfred E. Philley was assigned by the Christian Soi 
Ministries Department and now serves in the week 
program at Hopkins Memorial Baptist Center in Gadsc 
Ala. He previously was pastor of the Mount 0 
Church in King, N.C., the West End Mission of' Gr 
Street Church in High Point, N.C., and the Gorum Chu 
in Gorum, La. He also was assistant chaplain at Louisi 
Central Hospital in Pineville. The Louisiana native is 
graduate of ’Louisiana Baptist College in Pineville a 
Southeastern Baptist Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. Bit 
day March 1.

Mrs. Alfred E. Philley, the former Emma Joan Pa 
assists her husband in the weekday program at Hopi 
Memorial Center. She is a native of Columbus, Ohio, 
attended Louisiana Baptist College. Birthday June 14

Charles L. McCuIlin, former pastor of Brook sto 
Church in Baton Rouge, La., was appointed by the Christ 
Social Ministries Department to direct the seven Bap 
Center ministries in New Orleans, La. He will also t4' 
a course at New Orleans Baptist Seminary and direct 
dents who choOse the centers for practical experienc . 
Louisiana native is a graduate fit Louisiana College in P 
ville and New Orleans Baptist Seminary. Other Lo' is 
pastorates include First Church of Oak Ridge, Fr e 
Church in Fryeberg, and Jamestown Church in Jamesti 
Birthday Nov. 6.


