


THE SEX ISSUE: Pro and Con
. . . the September issue ... is a very 

wholesome presentation of some very time­
ly matters. Pastoring a church in an area 
near a military base and in a growing new 
community presents us with a fast-growing, 
fast-changing sihi^tion. One of our greatest 
problems is how ^communicate the Gos­
pel of Christ to the man of the twentieth 
century in terms of today's living. I think 
your articles in this issue did much to help 
us see that we need to take our Christianity 
out of the confines of the church building 
and into the streets “where the action is.” 
Much of our congregation is composed of 
young people, both single and married, who 
are seeking a meaning, or a “handle" to life. 
I liked the way Christ was presented in 
the report of the panel show over radio 
station.WSB in Atlanta, Ga., as being the 
handle, or meaning to all of life. Truly 
this is saying “Christ is the answer.” The 
biggest problem facing our churches of 
today is realizing that “Christ is the an­
swer" but of not being able to interpret 
this in terms of Christian living. In the 
midst of the hustle and bustle of life we 
appreciate your magazine reminding us 
that this age demands Christian living to 
support CJiristian witness. Sometimes it is 
tragic* that our actions speak louder than 
our words! I hope this issue impresses all 
readers in the same manner as it did me— 
it has compelled me to rededicate myself 
to living for Jesus.

Wendell Gross 
Edgewood, Md.

• I am sorry that this thing called a 
Christian magazine came to my home. 1 
think this whole publication is ridiculous 
and wholly unworthy of Baptists to have in 
their homes. Therefore, I am returning to 
you and asking that you cancel my sub­
scription and send no more such publica­
tions to my home. Thank you very much.

T. H. Carl
Oklahoma City, Okla.

• Your September issue further points 
out the gap (I should have said chasm) 
that exists between pulpit and pew in 
Southern Baptist churches, for there IS a 
sexual revolution going on IN THE PEW. 
as any pastor knows who does not have 
his head buried in the sand.

I was impressed with your attempts to 
survey youth of our churches (“Caught in 
Shades of Gray"), but I am very disap­
pointed that the response to the survey 
was so incomplete. I wonder when the 
church is going to start ministering to the 
youth in the pew who last night were 
“making out" at the drive-in theater? And 
why are we so reluctant to talk about a 
subject that the Bible speaks for pages 
about? We remain piously hush-hush, and 
close our eyes to the immorality in the 
pews.

Why is it that Southern Baptists are al­
ways johnnies-come-lately to relevant issues 
of the day? It was true of race. It was true 
of poverty. And it looks like it is going 
to be true of sexual immorality. But of
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course we will wake up—too late, but we 
WILL wake up.

Thank you for speaking out. It is people 
like you who make people like me proud 
to be a Southern Baptist! More power 
to you!

Jerry D. Blaylock 
Little Rock, Ark.

• Your edition on the sexual revolution 
has led me to schedule two evening ses­
sions in December where we will face the 
issues that confront us here in California. 
. . . You are making the magazine a 
“must” for our people.

D. Bert Keeney 
Campbell. Calif.

• “The Sexual Revolution" was referred 
to us by our pastor in two sermons and 
my eldest son was loud in his praise of 
Baptists’ coming down to reality and facing 
the issues as they are. He knows I am a 
conservative, but I have an open mind. 
I hope.

Mrs. Harold H. Snuggs 
Anderson, S. C.

• I ^mve received three copies of your 
magazine and that will be enough from 
here on out. I get a super abundance of 
interviews with Sargent Shriver and the 
rest of the Kennedy Clan fron^ the secular 
periodicals I read, also an abundance of 
theses on sex. I don't want anymore, so 
will you cancel my subscription to your 
magazine now and return the rest of the 
subscription price to THE COMMISSION 
magazine, since I got it through a com­
bination offer.

Had I desired another secular periodical. 
I would have subscribed for it.

Harlin V. Nelson 
Dallas, Tex.

• Your September issue could not have 
been more timely. I loaned my copy to 
one of my students, as she needs it in 
working with a friend in her dormitory.

Harold W. Syfrf.tt 
Charleston, S. C.

• We have seriously needed such pro­
vocative and relevant material for a long 
time. Your absence of defensiveness in 
replying to negative letters is refreshingly 
Christian and healthy!

James C. Massey 
Wytheville, Va.

• Your recent issues certainly are speak­
ing to today’s world ... of all I have read 
in recent months on the subject, the 
presentations ... by David R. Mace and 
Dallas M. Lee are perhaps among the 
very best.

Nat C. Bettis
Jefferson City, Tenn.

• David Mace says: "Third, I would 
mention Alfred Kinsey, the American in­
vestigator who achieved a major break­
through in the understanding of sex be­
cause he dared against all convention, with 
a pioneering courage to say, ‘Let’s find out 

what people really are doing about ex. 
Let’s go in and ask them and find <

Long ago this supposed “breakthn h” 
was refuted by doctors, psychoana ,ts, 
and others as being unreliable and mi1- uL 
ing. A look at the statistics Dr. Ki-%ey 
gathered from 5,940 women reveals rhe 
fact that this was only one out of v ery 
14,000 women in this country and these 
women interviewed were not typica' ol 
the average woman, because in this ab­
normal sampling the ratio of single wot <en 
to married women was three times gre iter 
than that found in the country at Luge, 
and the ratio of college women to non 
college women was ten times greater.

Then, the only women in the group 
were women who had volunteered to reveal 
such sexual secrets, women who had. prob­
ably as a result of their sexual experience, 
lost inborn feminine reticence.

Kinsey, a zoologist, having classified a 
woman and a hog in the same zoological 
category, could see no reason why a wom­
an’s sexual life should not be patterned 
after that of a hog. A hog has no horrible 
inhibition about sex; why should a woman?

Also, Kinsey assured his followers that 
the spread of venereal diseases through 
premarital intercourse is ‘a relatively un­
important matter today.’ This salesman of 
promiscuity is at variance with the U.S. 
Public Health Service who reports the an­
nual number of new cases of gonorrhea in 
this country is 1.000,000 cases.

In other words, medical science, with all 
its knowledge, is inadequate to take care 
of the world’s venereal disease problem.

Alvin G. Hause 
Bradenton, Fla.

• Our church is planning to have some 
sort of study or seminar for our young 
people which will deal with the subject of 
“sex and marriage." Your issue will pro­
vide excellent material for such a study. 
We would like also to express our sincere 
appreciation for the excellent work.

Ellis Stout 
Haleyville, Ala.

• I want several copies to pass or. to 
parents and young people in our chi.i ch. 
I am a longtime subscriber—the maga ine 
gets better all the time. I knew Courts 
Redford in O.B.U. and was a student v hen 
Dr. J.B. Lawrence was there.

Mrs. F.O. Gerw 
Wichita, Kan.

• Congratulations on the maga. ne, 
which is doubtless an "alive" public; on 
in Southern Baptist circles. 1 comr nd 
your insight and courage in seeking to A'al 
with life as it really is, instead olwbfe 
as wc have tried to say it is.

James O. Shuri 1 - 
Richmond, Va.

• I was very proud to be a Baptist ■ ter 
reading the September issue. As a former 
Southern Baptist, I was happy to know 
that Southern Baptists have finally "til- 
grown the infantile provincialism that has 

bi n the stumbling block of Southern Bap- 
ti- s since the turn of the century.

The way you handled the sex question 
w. > marvelous. You treated it far better 
th n any other magazine 1 ever read. You 
st; yed away from both extremes and pre­
sented simply the facts—as they were— 
wrh clarity and a great deal of good taste. 
And what was even more important you 
treated it as it should be treated, a live 
option for most young people. Christian 
and non-Christian, a thing that the church 
should have done 30 or 40 years ago. And 
1 for one would like to commend you for 
your stand.

But let me warn you that your stand is 
not very popular with some factions. To 
them sex in small letters is bad. and SEX 
in big letters even worse. I would not be 
surprised to read of some narrow-minded 
puritan asking for your scalp. But if you 
don't mind taking a little advice from a 
yankee—“Damn the torpedoes—full speed 
ahead!"

Frederick Bisso, Jr. 
Preston Hollow, N.Y.

• Never did I dream that this publica­
tion would fall so low as to advocate 
dispensing contraceptive pills to single girls 
by Southern Baptist churches. (You misread 
the article.—Ed.) Neither could I conceive 
that the time would come when one would 
be able to read the profanity of Malcom 
Boyd in a Southern Baptist publication. . . .

If you concur with this I would suggest 
that you examine your experience with 
Christ. I would suggest further that the 
time has come when Southern Baptists, if 
we are to survive as a denomination, must 
clean house. We will either rise or fall to 
the level of our leaders. At the present 
hour the latter seems to be the case. We 
must pray that the day will not come when 
we will find the same things advocated in 
our Sunday School and Training Union 
literature, to poison the minds of our 
people.

I trust that you will receive this letter 
in the spirit in which it is intended. I am 
a Southern Baptist, have supported the 
Cooperative Program with all the zeal at 
my command.

Charles B. Dockins 
Seneca, S.C.

* These articles are great and I hope 
wii be helpful to our people. We provide 
the magazine to the church folk who desire 
it, nut this is something extra special on 
a i lost vital and belated issue.

Floyd W. Weston 
DeQuincy, La.

* ... a tremendous job . . .
H. Addison Dalton 
Richmond, Va.

‘ . . . great . . .
Dave Fill pot 
Fort Worth, Tex.

• The suggestive pictures were disgust­
ing In fact the last two issues should have 

been burned like the books in Ephesus. 
The sex revolution, new morality, neo­
gospel. social gospel or whatever you want 
to call it has nothing to do with home 
missions. In fact most of it came from 
France and England. The gospel as found 
in the pure Word of God is the only cure 
for the American young people.

One other thing—they need to stop mak­
ing it look like ALL SOUTHERN BAP­
TIST YOUTH are caught up in the sex 
revolt By the grace of God, there are 
about 30 young people in this church that 
own Christ as Saviour and worship Him 
as Lord.

Roy Gene Edge 
Edmond, Okla.

• . . superb! The article by David
Mace was the best 1 ever read on the 
subject. Keep up the good work and maybe 
some of our folks will get their eyes open 
to the facts of life some day. I’m thankful 
that I had a mother who assumed her 
responsibility in this area of teaching me 
some of those facts, even though her 
knowledge was very limited.

W. Cecil Sanders 
Lynchburg. S.C,

• I would like to express my appre­
ciation . . .

Mancil Ezell
Nashville. Tenn.

• . frank and helpful. It should be
read by all interested in knowing about 
and doing something about what you have 
accurately described as a sex revolution. 
Literally dozens of magazines and papers 
cross most pastors' desks each week. Your 
magazine has been increasingly superior 
to all of them in recent months. Keep up 
the good work!

Frank R. Campbell 
Statesville, N.C.

• I felt there was something definitely 
empty about them—and now I know! The 
absence of God's Word! Almost anyone is 
quoted but God! Is His Word not relevant 
in our day? Or have our leaders come to 
place more importance on what they and 
other men say about a subject than what 
God has to say? Some of the articles are 
so full of hard-to-understand words that 
the average person who needs to consider 
them would despair of knowing what they 
are all about before they have hardly be­
gun to read. Pardon my criticism, but it is 
intended to be constructive!

The world is starving for God and His 
message to its masses! Will we Christian 
Baptists fail them as we write page after 
page of copy and omit the food for their 
hungry souls? God forbid! I pray that we 
will re-evaluate our present trend and be­
gin to undergird and strengthen the stand 
we take by the only authority that we have 
for convictions of any kind on any subject 
—God's Word!

Mrs. I. J. McMahill, Jr. 
Texarkana, Tex.

continued on page 28
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IVlial's 
Itvlvranvii?

EDITORIALS 
by Walker I Knight

Concepts currently expressed by such 

words as "relevancy” and “involvement" 
are dismissed by some with the flippant 
attitude that these are tag words, whose 
fad will run its course. Maybe the words 
themselves will do just that, but the 
concepts that underlie them and which 
they express should not be dismissed 
so easily.

Let’s probe the word “relevancy." 
For one to be relevant implies that he 
is aware of those forces which are shap­
ing today’s society, that he seeks to un­
derstand the dynamics of the current 
scene and how man is reacting. The 
person who is not relevant in this sense 
tends to relate himself to society as he 
knew it during the early part of his life, 
most likely his college days or his first 
years of entering his profession—times 
when he was forced to become aware 
in order to become established. The 
price of maintaining awareness is ex­
pensive in study, observation, examina­
tion and openness of-mind—a price so 
demanding few of us pay it.

This is not to say that with awareness 
of today's problems and opportunities 
one loses an appreciation for the ppst. 
Quite often what is required is a restat­
ing of the values of the past for the 

man of today. This was one of the 
startling phases of Christ’s ministry as 
He shattered traditions which impris­
oned religious leaders and kept them 
from doing God’s will.

Some read into this magazine's at­
tempt to define the issues of the day 
a desire to change everything^Southern 
Baptists do. Such is not the case. We 
have a strong appreciation for the heri­
tage of our denomination and for the 
outstanding contributions we have made, 
but this appreciation does not blind us 
to the obvious failures and limitations 
we impose on ourselves.

For example, we always have prided 
ourselves on personal evangelism, on 
the necessity for every man personally 
to encounter Jesus Christ and through 
faith recognize Him as Saviour. In prac­
tice, however, we have exercised selec­
tive evangelism, preaching and witness­
ing only to those like us. We lose our 
integrity by counting only the white, the 
middle class, or others we want to asso­
ciate with as “prospects.”

Relevancy is only partly awareness, 
for it must also include an application 
of Christian or biblical principles to the 
forces shaping society and to today's is­
sues. In the light of the Bible, one must 

ask, what are the implications fi the 
Christian? If we have not paid tht rice 
to become aware, we tend to dra im- 
plications more suited to anothi ;iee 
than to one in which we live. A' to. 
day’s price is higher, because this e is 
characterized by change. In fact, k .«|. 
edge increases so rapidly today th all 
ideas and doctrines seem too temp arv 
to matter much. As Methodist J. E< aril 
Carothers says, "The contemporary itu- 
ation finds us running fast toward .>als 
that seem largely to disregard the x lues 
that have until now been regard : as 
essential to human life." A prim ex­
ample is that of leisure and work.

In addition, our understanding o the 
present influences the form or shap, our 
institutions will take if they are to be 
effective, for institutions are nothing 
more than the physical expression of an 
idea. Because life is changing, the draft­
ing and redrafting of the church's in­
stitutions will be a continuous process. 
We must make certain that the institu­
tion does not block the mission of the 
church but that it becomes the instru­
ment for achieving that mission.

Many will say, "I just preach the 
Bible." Preach on, but make sure you 
are not preaching it in the light of yes­
terday’s needs or yesterday’s insights. 
Granted that man's basic need of God, 
his need of new life through Jesus 
Christ, remains the same; we cannot 
relate to that need unless we can speak 
to him in the context of his life. What 
also of our influence on human values 
after we have been instrumental in 
relating him to Christ?

Relevancy is only partly defined with 
awareness and with an application of 
biblical principles. There remains the 
need to act. This is when we begin to 
provide the structure and form for an 
expression of awareness and application. 
Here, more than in either of the other 
steps, the opposition is the strongest. 
Most people appreciate being informed 
of current trends and needs, ai'd a 
lesser number are willing to he;.r of 
the application. Many find guilt fe< mgs 
relieved when the minister gives hem 
verbal lashings over failure to nply 
these principles. However, let the nin- 
ister suggest concrete steps and ! rms 
for a way to act, and he will fin out 
how strong the opposition is.

In fact, our ministers can preacl 'iear 
heresy to a biblically illiterate c< gre- 
gation and nothing will be said, b '. IflL 
them suggest a change or threatc one 
of the organizations and the roof um- 
bles in. Her^ the structure has tore 
validity than the message.

Relevancy then is more than a are- 
ness, more than application, mon ihan 
action. It is the sum total of all thr I 

\_ecently I had the opportunity of 
eading extensively about home missions 
i the early Southern Baptist missionary 

: >urnals. It was an inspiring and hum- 
ling experience. In monthly articles it 
as possible, in a way not true of an- 

i ual reports to the convention, to sense 
i le concern and the struggle actually 
: eing experienced by our forebears.

There were the repeated reminders of 
i hallenging opportunities in the expand- 
i ig West—in Texas and Arkansas, Lou- 
i iana and the Indian territory. There 
vere references to “feeble” churches 
reeding help and churchless communi­
tes in need of the gospel. There were 
appeals to minister to the Negroes, the 
Indians and the immigrants. The city of 
New Orleans presented unique mission 
challenges. There were reports of mis­
sionary appointments and of the ad­
vance of the gospel. There also were 
repeated notices of appeals declined or 
deferred because funds were unavailable.

During these pre-1900 years and into 
the early part of the twentieth century, 
one theme appeared like a frequently 
recurring refrain. It was the urgent cry 
for funds with which to enter the doors 
of gospel opportunity. In addition to the 
appeal on the printed page, the Home 
Mission Board employed agents to raise 
funds. The Foreign Mission Board did 
the same, and the young Baptist colleges 
and other Baptist causes followed this 
plan.

The use of agents ("agencies," they 
often called it) was not satisfactory. The 
agents were not received well always, 
and sometimes travel expenses were al­
most equal to contributions received. 
The churches were swamped with ap­
peals. Effectiveness of the speaker and 
the size of the crowd sometimes influ­
enced the response more than the merits 
of the cause.

At times the Home Mission Board’s 
executive secretary traveled extensively 
to present the cause of home missions 
to the churches. Corresponding Secre­
tary Joseph Walker (serving 1853 to 
I *56) wrote of two strenuous trips of 
three months each. He traveled by 
s:agecoach, railroad and steamboat. He 
\ sited pastors, spoke to Baptist gather- 
i gs wherever he could and sought finan- 
c al support. Russell Holman (serving 
I->45-51 and 1856-61) did the same, as 

<! d Matthew T. Sumner (1861-75), 
\ . H. McIntosh (1875-82), Isaac T. 
1 ichenor (1882-99), and to some de- 
£ ee even B. D. Gray, serving in the 
r ore favorable period of 1903-28.

As I read I found my heart going 
cat to these men, dedicated and un- 
v earying predecessors in the office in 
v hich I now serve, as it became neces- 
s ry for them to lead in raising the
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funds for the denomination’s missionary 
enterprise which they guided. The tasks 
of this office have multiplied immensely 
in many ways during the intervening 
years. The entire nation, plus Puerto 
Rico, Cuba and Panama, now comprise 
the field, with a total population 25 
tirties the size of that served in the 
earliest days. The missionary force has 
passed the 2,000 mark. The necessity 
that we read accurately the spiritual 
needs of our day and assist the churches 
and the entire denomination to rec­
ognize and meet these needs is a press­
ing one. But the administration, staff 
and directors are able to give major at­
tention to missionary tasks since the 
burden of raising funds for home mis­
sions has been assumed rightly by the 
denomination.

Though the action was taken some­
what cautiously, in the 1924 meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention a tre­
mendous step was taken. In this meeting 
a financial plan called the Cooperative 
Program was approved, to become ef­
fective in 1925- Within a few years 
significant progress had been realized, 
and today, 42 years later, Southern Bap­
tists are supporting all of their work in 
ways beyond the highest hopes of those 
who voted the Cooperative Program in­
to existence.

This plan of pooling our resources 
and apportioning them according to 
budgets approved by the convention has 
provided an orderly way of financing 
all of our work, and has given it a 
permanence not otherwise possible. The 
Cooperative Program has provided a 
bond .of unity for Southern Baptists. 
Our people—east and west, north and 
south, rural and urban—are united in 
the mighty effort to spread the gospel 
of Jesus Christ throughout America and 
around the world.

The Cooperative Program is the 
Home Mission Board’s basic means of 

support today. This agency is grateful 
for the increasing support of Southern 
Baptists through this channel. In 1967 
Southern Baptists are providing $4.6 
million for .the operation of homeland 
missionary and evangelistic work and 
$1,106,250 for the church loan funds 
through the adopted budget of the con­
vention. It is likely also that at the 
close of the year some additional funds 
will be available for the convention’s 
two mission boards through the "Ad­
vance" section of the Cooperative Pro­
gram.

The convention has approved/annual 
special offerings for foreign and home 
missions, sponsored by Woman's Mis­
sionary Union. The Annie Armstrong 
offering for home missions will provide 
more than $4 million in 1967. This 
too is a very substantial sum and is 
appreciated deeply. HMB directors and 
staff seek faithfully to be good stewards 
of the resources provided by Southern 
Baptists in seeking to project the gospel 
into areas of unusual need and chal­
lenge.

Although the number of home mis­
sionaries has increased greatly, the field 
served has been expanded greatly, and 
the results seem to have been enlarged 
significantly, unmet needs continue all 
about us. Mission churches need pas­
tors. Disadvantaged persons need a gos­
pel ministry. Language people need 
missionaries. The number of unchurched 
persons increases with every passing 
year. The need of a Christian America 
becomes more urgent, both for the sake 
of our land and for the sake of the 
world.

At this season many churches are 
subscribing their budget or may be 
planning the budget for 1968, It is my 
hope that every church will include en­
larged support of the work of our 
Lord through the Cooperative Program 
in 1968. ■
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BLACK MUSLIM ENCOUNTER by Kenneth E. Burke

Editor’s note: This report on a mis­
sionary’s enlightening encounter with 
Black Muslims wajjhe result of the 
first meeting of the Seminar on Urban 
Studies held ia Washington, D.C. in 
July, sponsored jointly by the Home 
Mission Board, Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the D.C. Bap­
tist Convention. Here Kenneth E. 
Burke, pastor at the Johenning Bap­
tist Center in the capital city, reports 
the result of his assigned research into 
the Black Muslims, apparently a much- 
misunderstood movement among a grow­
ing number of American Negroes.

It was with some trepidation and 

anxiety that I stood outside the closed 
double-doors of Muhammed’s Mosque 
Number 4 in Washington, D.C. and 
rang the bell. I could see there was a 
one-way mirror in those doors, which 
soon opened. Two Negro men stood 
there. I introduced myself and at the 
mention of my name, Minister Lonnie 
Shabazz nodded and invited me inside.

I fck a1*eal excitement when I walked 
into the temple. I was well aware that 
whiu> persons simply are not permitted 
to attend worship services of the Mus­
lims. And I had every good reason to 
believe that I would not be permitted 
even to enter the temple.

The building was rather new and 
quite adequate. It was built in 1960 by 
a congregation of Muslims which had 
been in existence for some 20 years. 1 
was invited into the ground floor, which 
was comparable to a church fellowship 
hall. A well equipped kitchen took up 
one end of the room and some sisters 
dressed in their religious garb could be 
seen preparing food there. (This was 
Wednesday, and an evening midweek 
service was scheduled.) The main room 
contained an assortment of folding 
tables, chairs, a piano, literature racks 
and various wall posters with messages 
of exhortation to the black man of 
America.

The minister (this is the title he 
chooses for himself) and I were seated 
in the open room at a table. Here we 
conversed for nearly an hour and a half. 
Very early in the conversation, our at­
tention turned to the writings of the 
Muslims. Shabazz brought out three 
books, The Holy Bible, the Koran (the 
sacred book of Moslems) and a re­
cently published volume by the Honor­
able Elijah Muhammed, Message to the 
Blackman of America. Each of these 

books is revered by the Muslims. The 
minister's Bible was well worn, well 
used and well marked. I asked him to 
speak of the Biblical passages that were 
most meaningful to him. He dwelt at 
some length upon Genesis 15: 13, 14, 
and interpreted this passage to refer to 
the bondage of the black man in Amer­
ica. (Muslims do not accept the desig­
nation Negro or colored person as valid 
terminology.) In discussing the Bible, 
Shabazz let the esteem which Muslims 
have for the book be known. It was 
the “false” interpretation that the Chris­
tians have put upon it with which he 
would disagree. Always Jesus Christ was 
referred to with respect as being a great 
prophet.

But to the Honorable Elijah Mu­
hammed, now living in Chicago, goes 
the honor of being the greatest and 
highest prophet of Allah. His book, 
mentioned above, would have the place 
of honor among the sacred writings 
of the Muslims.

The Minister returned to Biblical 
terminology in his interpretation of 
what is happening today in America. 
Contrary to what the press has led us 
to believe, the Muslims are not by 
nature violent. Quite to the contrary, 
part of their legalistic way of life de­
mands that they shun violence, especial­
ly in any situation where they have the 
initiative. Thus the Muslims are able to 
claim many success stories about crimi­
nals, formerly given over to violence, 
who have been converted and reformed. 
Their words may be quite angry at 
times but they will refrain ffbm violent 
action. The Muslims, as far as I could 
discern, are not the ones who are in­
stigating the rioting. (Be careful to 
distinguish between Muslims and cer­
tain groups of black nationalists). A 
recent issue of the Muslim newspaper 
"Muhammed Speaks" showed the sor­
row and anguish written upon the face 
of a Muslim businessman who had his 
business looted and vandalized during a 
recent riot.

But the Muslims do see what is hap­
pening in America as evidence that we 
are living in the last days. “This is the 
Day of the Lord,” said Minister Sha­
bazz. “This is the battle of Armageddon. 
This is the punishment that is falling 
upon white America. America is going 
to be destroyed by fire.” The belief of 
this Muslim minister, reflecting the of­
ficial line of the Muslims, reminded me 
somewhat of • the attitude of Jonah 
preaching to Nineveh. He was predict­

ing the destruction of the nation, j r- 
haps even anticipating it, yet not a< j. 
ally committing the deed himself.

And yet the basic challenge t .it 
Minister Shabazz threw down to e 
still remains in its substance. “You 
a white person, can be assured of a g. d 
treatment, a courteous treatment, at ie 
hand of any Muslim with whom x >u 
deal.”

He did not stop here. He laid do >. n 
a further challenge. “Go back to y« • ir 
white community and tell them 'he 
truth about us. The government an> a 
lot of other forces in this country .ire 
against us and are trying to hurt us. 
But tell the people in the white com­
munity the truth about us so they will 
tell their government to leave us alone. 
Tell them that they won’t have to worry 
about a so-called Negro moving next 
door to them, tell them they won’t have 
to worry about crime in the streets, 
about rioting, or about a black man 
wanting to date their daughter."

But I knew only too well the kind of 
segregationist who would cherish some 
of these goals and I told him so. But 
that didn't worry him. It was more im­
portant that the truth be spread, re­
gardless of who agreed with it.

These truths which he proclaimed 
would lead at this point to an exami­
nation of the way of life which the 
Muslims are seeking in America. It 
would not be accurate to describe them 
as segregationists. That is not the term 
they would use. Segregation is done by 
one group against another group. Rath­
er, the Muslims believe in separation. 
They choose it. In contemporary Amer­
ican life they would carry through this 
belief by choosing to live within a black 
community, move among black friends 
and associates, marry blacks and en­
courage the personal growth and de­
velopment of individual black men. Self 
initiative is stressed a great deal. 'The 
black man is encouraged to adva ice 
himself economically by hard work, 
frugality, clean and disciplined living. 
He is exhorted to learn from and imi­
tate the industriousness of the white 
man where successful. At the same 
time he is warned about the evil . nd 
degrading habits of the white man 
as drinking alcoholic beverages, smok­
ing, eating pork, adultery; these arc 'he 
products ofc* the white man’s wax of 
life, they think, and the black mar is 
but destroying himself when he i ni- 
tates them.

There is a longer range goal of sep* 

ratism which the Muslims possess. 
। his is their dream of having a separate 
•tate for their people, either here on 
:he North American continent or else­
where in the world. They would insist 

:hat the land they are given for their 
homeland be a productive land able 
•ufficiently to support a population. If 
i hey were given a few states in the 
United States for a homeland and an 
i ndependent nation they would not in­
sist that all Caucasians in that area move 
out nor would they insist that all black 
men live in their new nation. It would 
be assumed that in this new nation 
black men would rule and would have 
the controlling power.

I had been led to believe by many 
secondhand sources that the Muslims 
taught and encouraged their adherents 
to have and hold a hatred of all white 
persons. I asked the leader whom I 
faced about this. “That is wrong,” he 
said, “we do not teach hatred. Rather 
we teach our people the way you would 
teach your child about a rattlesnake. 
One does not teach his child to hate 
the rattlesnake so much as to stay away 
from it. ‘Keep away from the rattle­
snake or you will get hurt.’ So we tell 
our people to beware of the white man.”

At the conclusion of this interview 
we departed on a cordial and polite 
note and yet I was well aware that I 
wasn’t any closer to the minister as a 
person than when we began.

I wanted to test some things Sha­
bazz had claimed and I wanted further 
experience in meeting active members 
of the Muslim faith. So I chose the 
adventure of seeking a haircut in a bar­
ber shop owned by a Muslim. I ap­
proached a shop in northeast Wash­
ington owned by Jacob Napier, an 
avowed believer. His shop was new, 
modern and efficient. Eight barber chairs 
were available. My turn came and I 
scarcely was seated before I sought to 
open the conversation toward the Mus­
lim movement.

Napier was reluctant to speak in 
d< pth about his religion even after I 
h. d informed him that I had been in 
ci nversation with his minister. But when 
I suggested a new avenue—what has 
th s religion meant to you?—a whole 
w alth of feeling and observation came 
feth. Napier was not too interested in 
la king about the doctrine and theory 
ol the Muslims but he was quite willing 
to witness as to what it had meant to 
hi.n.

He related that he had come from a

Baptist background and I sought his 
reasons for rejecting Christianity. These 
were forthcoming. He did not mention 
the racism inherent in so many of our 
churches, nor the prejudice, nor the 
segregation. I suppose he would be un­
likely to cite this as an offense of 
Christianity since he and his fellow be­
lievers have made separation a part of 
their system. Rather he held up as a 
scandal the hypocrisy of the Christian 
way of living—the contrast between the 
lip service to high moral standards on 
Sunday and the accepted way of living 
during the week. He recalled the selfish 
motivation and self serving practices of 
the clergy.

Now, as a practicing Muslim, he 
observed a religion with a legal code, 
with standards that could be measured 
fairly well and observed for obedience. 
By following this standard and disci­
plining himself in abstaining from alco­
hol, tobacco and intemperate living he 
stated that he had been able to save 
some money and accumulate enough 
capital to own his business. And his 
prosperous looking shop gave weight to 
what he said.

We parted on a warmer basis. My 
treatment as the lone white customer in 
this Muslim barber shop certainly had 
borne out what Minister Shabazz had 
said, “You, as a white person can ex­
pect courteous treatment from a faith­
ful Muslim.”

Looking back on these meetings and 
conversations, several deep impressions 
remain with me. I never yet have been 
confronted quite so forcefully with the 
dilemma that segregation has posed for 
the church. I never nave had so drastic 
a presentation of the need for the dis­
tinctive Christian witness of the oneness 
of the children of God. The rise of the 
Muslims presents us with a concise 
“choose ye this day.” If a man is going 
to argue or feel or live for a principle 
of racial segregation or racist generali­
zations, let him know that he has no 
better ally or friend than the Muslims. 
Let him lend his moral and verbal sup­
port to the program of the Muslims for 
he has everything to gain and nothing 
to lose. It is the Christian who has com­
mitted himself to the Lord and hears 
that Lord call him to be his neighbor’s 
neighbor, his brother’s brother who will 
have grounds upon which to reject the 
Muslim gospel.

Another feedback from my encounter 
with the Muslims is a fresh reminder 
of the importance of a sincere Christian 

life testimony before the world. I am 
not about to forget Napier’s condemna­
tion of the Christian faith for its hypoc­
risy—the beautiful hymn singing on 
Sunday, the blatant sinning on Monday. 
It is the hypocrisy that is so damning. 
The world could forgive a man who 
sins with no pretense of innocence—but 
how roughly sets the witness of one 
who makes a farce of his words, his 
sermons, his church attendance by his 
flippant detour around righteous living. 
But it should be pointed out that this 
problem also has beset the Muslims. 
With their concise legal code of moral 
living: do not drink, do not smoke, do 
not commit violence, speak the truth, 
honor thy women, do not commit 
adultery, and other specific injunctions, 
the Muslims have been able to make a 
good display to the world of the sin­
cerity of their faith. But the seed of 
hypocrisy is present within the Mus­
lims. The late Malcolm X, converter of 
Muhammed Ali, converter of Minister 
Lonnie. Shabazz, and a most dedicated 
and loyal member of the Honorable 
Elijah Muhammed’s sect before his 
break, wrote in his autobiography of 
the great sorrow that came to him when 
he was forced to disown and shun his 
brother for his immoral activity with 
women.

Even as Malcolm X’s brother was 
condemned and isolated, so Minister 
Shabazz pointed out to me that a Mus­
lim who sins, who falls, and who does 
not acknowledge his sin in repentence 
is cut off from the fellowship.

“What then?” I asked.
“Nothing. We wait for him to come 

back."
We Christians have the story of a 

Saviour to share—a Saviour who does 
not wait always for an erring one to 
come back to the fold under his own 
power. Ours is a Saviour who seeks and 
searches, who forgives and redeems. 
This could be a beginning for future 
Christian witness to the Muslims.

Arc we really going to be serious 
about sharing a Christian witness with 
the Muslims? If so, then it is going to 
demand that we be willing to pay the 
cost. It is going to demand the efforts 
of many people—more than just our* 
missionaries, more than just the readers 
of this article. It is going fo require a 
combined witness of the body of Chris­
tian believers. This witness will have 
to be a mass witness of deeds, life, and 
action. Words will not help right now.
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or the Mobile Man
'ome astute churchmen venture into uncharted areas of ministering 
o man in his free time. In western Kentucky this involves some of the 
rate s most conservative churches who are feeling the impact of Tl'.-Ts 
tew demonstration recreation area at the Land Between the. Lakes.

America's bulging middle class is get­

ting its first heady taste of affluence, 
and loving it.

The affluence comes with extra cash, 
time away from work and a garage 
packed with power that can be un­
leashed on the expanding interstate 
highway system.

Why just the middle class? The 
Wealthy always have had at their finger- 
tios money, free time and mobility. 
Tne poor-always have had the free time 
but no money or mobility, and today's

poor has the added ironic twist of TV 
—a teasing look at all the goodies of 
life.

Another strong social force—in addi­
tion to affluence—indirectly comes to 
bear upon the leisure revolution: urban­
ization, the frantic move to the city that 
now is reshaping modern America.

That old saw—you can take the boy 
out of the country but you can't take 
the country out of the boy—really has 
truth in it, and though Johnny moves 
to the city, he immediately starts look-

ing for some land in the suburbs. He 
has a strong nostalgia for the country, 
even though he would not live there. 
But he does remember the rugged life 
and wants his children to have the feel 
of roaming an open countryside, living 
in the great outdoors, seeing what the 
stars look like, hearing the sounds of 
a restless nature and smelling the un­
polluted air.

Cybernation* and affluence have cre­
ated a leisure or free time revolution.

•(See page 15 for definition.)

November, 1967



and a microscopic view of the revolu­
tion’s effect upon most aspects of life 
can be found in a visit to western Ken­
tucky and an area now known as the 
Land Between the Lakes (or LBL).

The rush to the country was antici­
pated by the Tennessee Valley Author­
ity, which is building the Land Be­
tween the Lakes National Recreation 
Area on a 170,000 acre wooded isthmus 
between two man-made lakes in western 
Kentucky and Tennessee.

The project, not without controversy, 
is to be a “destination campgrounds," 
a place for the family. In addition Ken­
tucky and Tennessee are erecting out­
side the TVA acreage state parks, and 
the family finds golfing, camping and 
lakes, in addition to all the gaudy little 
businesses that seem to attract tourists.

The Land Between the Lakes is 
set apart from the surrounding coun­
tryside by Kentucky Lake (on the 
Tennessee River) Barkley Lake (on the 
Cumberland River) and a canal which 
connects the two al the north. The area 
is remote and sparsely populated, and 
in fact, was the favorite hangout of 
bootleggers and other outsid.e-thc-law 
types before TVA began to buy up 
the land.

So the LBL area, which TVA hopes 
will "show how available resources can 
be developed to serve a wide range of 
public recreation and conservation edu­
cation programs," is expected eventually 
to care for as many as 20,000 on any 
given day.

That middle class visitor brings his 
whole family. One father said after a 
two-week camping vacation, 'Tvc spent 

more time with my children during the 
last two weeks than I believe 1 have in 
the last two years."

To get back to the country, the 
family saved, planned and bought any­
where from a S200 tent and cooking set 
to a $20,000 house on wheels. With it 
all they have arrived at the LBL area, 
which is within a day's drive (a long 
day for some) of one-third of the pop­
ulation of the nation.

Once there an interesting phenome­
non takes place: because they have left 
the crowded, congested city where they 
hardly know their neighbors, one would 
expect them to seek an isolated spot 
away from it all. Not so. In fact, it is 
the isolated camping spot that is the last 
to fill up in any camping area, lor the 
camper is one of the most gregarious 
of all humans. He crowds in closer than 
any highrise apartment jams its families. 
He sets up his tent practically touching 
other tents, and conversations can be 
carried on even between breakfast tables.

Observers speculate that this is one 
time they do not have to worry about

LEADING IN A SPIRITUAL MINIS­
TRY in the LBL area are these min­
isters: Lutheran Stephen Mazak, 
Christian Billy N. Williams and Bap­
tist Earl Warford. They serve on the 
Coordinating Council^ of the LBL 
area ministry, an interfaith group 
which has established a beachhead 
with the army of tourists. Their min­
istry insures cooperation within a 
structure of. denominational free­
dom.

DOWN COME THE CHURCHES as 
the Land Between the Lakes is 
cleared of all residents, including 
the bootleggers, and soon the only 
trace of churches and towns in the 
170,000 acres will be the grave­
yards. Replacing the small towns 
will be camping areas, such as this 
state park area near the Kentucky 
Dam, shown above.



involvement. Anytime they want, they 
can pick up and leave. Back home, 
when they come to know the neighbor 
they automatically assume responsibility, 
so at home they hold the contacts down.

Others say the camper really likes to 
talk, for now he can exaggerate to his 
heart’s content about his job, his city, 
his home, ajuHmost of all his exploits 
at camping'or where he has been.

It all adds up to a small village, tribal 
atmosphere where people move from 
trailer to trailer, camp to camp, playing 
games together, going to the beach or 
fishing together or having singing and 
talent night around the campfire. Maybe 
they have re-created the small, rural 
town of their youth, without most of 
its drawbacks.

They are close at hand. They are brief. 
And he can come like he is dressed, 
with no questions asked. In fact, very 
little is asked except for some partici­
pation at worship and a quick passing 
of the collection plate to which he con­
tributes an average of 25 cents.

Thus he has run head-on into the 
attempts of some astute churchmen who 
are venturing into uncharted areas of 
ministering to man in his free time. 
These churchmen are finding there are 
a lot of unknowns, but they have dis­
covered some guidelines. The overrid­
ing determination is that man’s spiritual 
needs go with him wherever he goes, 
and this is just one additional, new at­
tempt at forming “go" structures of the 
church’s mission concern, that of min- 

did in Miami this year) that churt « 
may have to hold their worship serv »$ 
on Thursday. These disturbed pe< Ie 
are being given additional food )r 
thought with Congress studying ie 
move of all holidays to Monday.

The leisure revolution hit this i ). 
servative western Kentucky area wii a 
splash, and the ripples are fanning it 
to touch every facet of life and o 
change it much more rapidly than e 
waves change a sandy beach.

Some people shake their heads in ■ 
belief when they see some of KentucF s 
most conservative Baptist churches 
volved in one of the newest foi s 
of Christian ministry—a freewheeli 
across-faiths ministry to an affluv i. 

a d this sparkerT g workshop on reli- 
g ous concerns. Baptists were present: 
E irl Warford, superintendent of mis- 
s »ns for Blood River Association, and 
t' o pastors.

Warford said he contacted some 50 
p stors and other leaders, but the 
r< iction was "let George do it, and I 
» is George." There is still much in- 
d Ference to the project, but there has 
b en little negative reaction, except 
si me may have had misgivings about 
« tether the campground services would 
a ect the tourist attendance at the 
c; arches. At first some Baptists objected 
b cause it would coddle people skipping 
cl urch or become a unity move, even 
ei courage people not to go to church. 
H >wevcr, few of the churches were

What they came up with was a co­
ordinating council of nine members, 
representing each faith. Each group 
shares in the expenses (mostly printing 
of materials) and each is assigned so 
many worship services. All literature 
clearly indicates the faith of the minis­
ter, and he also announces it at the 
services. Whenever anyone cannot meet 
their responsibility, it is offered to oth­
ers. Baptists have picked up many of 
these because they have so many 
churches and ministers who can stand 
in. Five Baptist associations are part of 
the I.BL ministry, and in fact, have 
their own separate council that elects 
its representative to the LBL areas 
ministry council.

At the park area the services are

They also cleared little hurdles like 
one group's insistence that all money 
collected had to go for the preaching 
of the gospel, so when that group holds 
services the collections go for that pur­
pose, after an announcement to that 
effect.

The council does insist that the wor­
ship experience not be a time for the 
minister to harangue, proselytize or ex­
cessively champion a denomination.

Social changes in the area, especially 
in the sphere of work and leisure, have 
caused some concern and study, more 
among the ministers and educators than 
among the laity.

As Mazak comments, “There was a 
time when we were very work oriented

BAPTIST EARL WARFORD
. . . the future will bring a stronger emphasis 

on Wednesday services.

LUTHERAN WILLIAM FEHL JR.
. . . our approach has gotten more loose, and 

that’s what people are doing, relaxing.

TVA DIRECTOR ROBERT M. HOWES
. . . TVA did feel a concern for the religious life 

of the people who would be coming.

TVA WORKER JOHN RICHARDSON
the one time a chaplain was needed, he 
wasn’t there.

However, camping is roughing it for 
most. There are the community show­
ers that remind the men of the YMCA, 
the common restrooms, and cooking for 
some is rather primitive.

As one observer commented as he 
sat beside his modern house trailer. "I 
just don't see how they put up with it, 
plus five kids and two dogs. I couldn't 
stand it for ten minutes.”

How does the church fit into this 
aspect of the leisure revolution?

The camper at LBL and the nearby 
state parks finds that his flight from 
the city and responsibility has not car­
ried him far enough to escape the 
churches. His first contact is probably 
with a visiting* minister in casual dress 
who is passing out leaflets and inviting 
him to Sunday morning worship serv­
ices right there at campsite. Then if he 
elects to go, and somewhere between 
eight and 20 percent do, he finds the 
worship services tailored to his needs. 

istering to man’s total n&eds where he is.
Some churches in western Kentucky 

are attempting new forms of leisure 
ministry in their own communities, but 
for others there is a struggle of read­
justment to the new living habits of 
America. For a few others there is 
trouble with relocation or disbanding as 
the takeover of 170,000 acres has 
forced scores of small churches out of 
the area. A few are quite unhappy, as 
members do not want to sell and leave 
their homes. They don’t want their 
churches moving either.

As one recalcitrant Baptist deacon 
said about TVA, "I think the churches 
have been hornswoggled.” (See separate 
story, page 16.)

Something of the same struggle is 
taking place as churches think about 
ministering to man who is gone on his 
weekends to the vacation spots of 
America.- They even get upset when 
they hear it suggested (as John Wood 

mobile population. But it is one that is 
bound to teach churches some lessons.

The conservativeness shows up in 
"these here parts” when churches re­
fuse to let women speak, even pray, 
during formal meetings or services. 
Neither can a woman become a mes­
senger to the association. Of course, he 
can speak at the WMU meeting, I ut 
one superintendent of missions foi id 
that even at Vacation Bible School, he 
had to do all the praying though ie 
was the only man present. And wl en 
foreign missionaries (female) co ie 
back to the churches, they can sp. ik 
only to the WMU societies.

For many of the churches,^he i o- 
tion picture is anathema, although so ie 
of the churches might allow slides to 'C 
shownpbut nothing that smacks of ie 
movies.

Thus when Kentucky’s Murray S' te 
College held a conference or. deve: p- 
ing the area in and around the L -L. 

aggressive in reaching the tourists; they 
simply welcomed them if they came.

FVA let it be known from the first 
that any religious ministry would have 
to be a cooperative one among the 
denominations, that they would not play 
reieree. Secretly, there was some doubt 
that anything could be accomplished, 
in the light of past history of separate­
ness among the various faiths.

However, a pattern on a small scale 
haj developed in a student and chap­
laincy ministry at the university, and 
th core group in this became the core 
gr >up in the LBL ministry.

As Lutheran pastor, Stephen Mazak, 
ta d, “We had to find a structure that 

uld permit honestly every interested 
gr ’up to participate without any con- 
fli t or compromise of their convictions 
or principles.”

That they succeeded is attested to by 
th inclusion of Baptists, Roman Catho­
lic s, Churches of Christ and most others. 

conducted after the pattern of the faith 
of the minister leading, and the variety 
from Sunday tq Sunday hardly is no­
ticed because the campers are never the 
same. Also as much as possible each 
faith is responsible for the same area.

So the simple pattern evolved, with­
out requiring TVA to referee, without 
forcing any united worship services, and 
without questioning even the motives of 
why churches were cooperating.

Billy N. Williams of the Christian 
Chui ch's Tri-District association added, 
"I'm sure there are those who partici­
pate because there is 'pulpit fodder’ out 
there—people to preach to, people who 
should have been in church. We hope 
motives will improve."

And Warford adds, "The main thing 
about the coordinating council is that 
after the assignments are made, it be­
comes the group’s program as long as 
it stays in the guidelines. There are no 
strings attached." 

and almost felt guilty, sinful, to take 
time off to relax. There is a need to 
restate this, but I have my reservations 
as to the extent that any of our church­
es here have given thought to it. The 
denominations are beginning to study it." 

Williams feels some leaders are aware 
of the leisure revolution, but it's not 
the basis on which they function. This 
was simply an opportunity for ministry 
and they accepted it. "We do what we 
have to or can do, then figure out why." 
But this may become the vehicle by 
which ministers and churches can be 
led into a study of the social changes 
taking place and what the impact will 
be upon the region and the people.

"This region is conservative and the 
Protestant work ethic is the basi# on 
which ail decisions are made. The pow­
er structures and community go down 
the line all the way. They are just clam­
oring to bring industry and all of these 
progressive things to the region. I think
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’Cybernetics is derived from the Greek word

family, than
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the campers 
it’s definitely

esting. What does it 
ture? That’s still an

both with himself and his 
the average person.

Fehl says that most of 
a e church members—and 
a middle class group.

What contribution has the LBL area 
n inistry made?

WORSHIP SERVICES such as these, 
one conducted by Baptists and the 
other by Catholics, are the heart of 
the LBL area ministry. Pastor J. 
Frank Young of First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Benton, Ky. con­
ducts the service on the left, and 
Rev. Martin Mattingly of Murray, 
Ky. conducts the service on the 
right. The Catholics have purchased 
property near but outside the LBL 
area in two locations for services 
every week. However, they continue 
to be a cooperating part of the LBL 
ministry. 

they are getting themselves up to get 
clobbered,” Williams said.

The churches have yet to feel the 
impact of what servicing a tourist pop­
ulation means. "We may talk about 
spirituality but materialism has a pretty 
good hold,” Warford says. "When a per­
son can do more business on Saturday 
and Sunday than he can on all five 
other days, that’s a big temptation.”

He adds, "If we are going to minister 
to these people spiritually and not lose 
them, we’re going to have to make ar­
rangements to get them when they are 
not so busy.”

Already some changes are showing 
up in church services. The Catholics 
have roadside mass, the Episcopalians 
have built a small chapel. Some church­
es have early morning or early evening 
services. One church has services in the 
homes of members, with heavy an­
nouncements over the radio.

Warford doesn’t see much change for 
the churches immediately, but he ex­
pects a much stronger emphasis to come 
in the future on the Wednesday night 
services, “whether we like it or not.”

Williams puts the social changes in a 
different context when he suggests that 
future ministry might be related more 
to vocation than to leisure, relating to 
people wheLe they work. And with the 
influx of industry into the area (because 

of TV A power and the labor supply) 
shift work will upset old patterns of 
worship.

Another aspect of the LBL area min­
istry has been the purchase by Meth­
odists of two house trailers that were 
placed in camping areas. The churches 
have kept ministers (a week at a time) 
in the trailers for a spiritual or counsel­
ing service to any campers wanting it. 
Each trailer carries the sign “CHAP­
LAIN: LBL area ministry.”

This has been the most controversial 
aspect of the project, and the controver­
sy is more than anything else over 
whether it is effective or not.

One TVA official, a Baptist, said he 
did not think it had been helpful at all. 
The one time a chaplain really was 
needed—a drowning had occurred— he 
couldn’t be found. However, anot'ier 
official was pleased that the churcaes 
thought “a meaningful ministry meant 
more than just holding formal servi.es 
on the campground, that the pask-ral 
needs of people did not stop when 
they left home.” W

A Lutheran minister, William Fehl r . 
assigned to the LBL area for the er re 
summerly his denomination, rec< n- 
mends the chaplaincy despite the ! ct 
that there were little depth contacts with 
people. He has spent the summer in he 
various campsites, living with his '• fe 

in a trailer provided him by Lutherans.
He couldn’t put his finger exactly on 

why, but his effectiveness in enlisting 
people for worship services has in­
creased. “I think we have learned how 
to greet people. Our approach has got­
ten more loose, and that’s what people 
are doing, relaxing. They don’t want to 
be regimented. They don’t want to be 
told what to do.

“I have a whole /box of tracts that I 
paid three bucks for, but 1 haven’t 
opened them. One reason is literature 
with a denominational slant could get 
into a problem area, and tracts often 
have a bad connotation.”

Fehl recommends a full-time minister 
for the area should be secured by his 
denomination. The minister could work 
possibly five days a week and give Sat­
urday to visitation in the campgrounds 
and Sunday to holding worship services. 
He has had unusual success with reli- 
g ous movies on Sunday nights.

Mazak feels that one reason the chap- 
I. ins find little counseling to do is that 
n/aybe the camper is better adjusted,

It'has brought all of the denomina­
tions together about a common concern, 
with no compromise, and in the process, 
there has come an acquaintance with 
each other and a respect for each other.

Warford wants the cooperation lim­
ited to the present arrangement. He 
fears any hiring of an individual as an 
executive or any further structuring to­
ward unity might frighten Baptists away.

The attempt at ministry has brought 
insights into what is happening in the 
nation, as well ai what social changes 
are taking place in the entire western 
Kentucky area.

TVA’s director for the LBL area, 
Robert M. Howes said, "TVA did feel 
a concern for the religious life of the 
people who would be coming, and we 
welcomed this approach the ministers 
have made, for we have to be aware 
of the recent Supreme Court decision 
on separation of church and state.”

The church-state problem has come 
up more in the LBL area than it has 
in the state parks. Everyone is aware 
of the problem, and they are following 
a strict interpretation, especially where 
some Baptist workers with TVA are 
concerned.

Howes, says, "Our relationship with 
the LBL ministry has been one of the 
most heartwarming facets of the job."

riiimiv fl i
The churches may not pe ready to 

say their experience has been the most 
heartwarming, but it probably has been 
one of the most stimulating and inter-

mean for the fu- 
open question.

for steersmanship; it refers to the development of 
systems which are self-regulating and goai-seeking. 
Such systems are very old; indeed it is this quality 
which more than any other distinguishes life from 
inanimate matter, so that in biological evolution, 
systems of this kind were invented eons ago. Even 
the most primitive human societies have possessed 
certain social mechanisms for dealing with envi­
ronment which was more stable than the external 
environment. The escapement mechanism of a 
medieval clock, the governor of the 18th century 
steam engine, the pianola roll in the Victorian 
player piano, the early 20th century thermostat, 
are all examples of cybernetic mechanisms.

Cybernation is not something, therefore, which 
has burst upon us unannounced. It has to be seen 
as an integral pan of a long process of tech­
nological change, originating far in the past and 
continuing far into the future. Nevertheless, it is 
true that it is only within the last 20 years that 
the theory of cybernetic systems has been worked 
out explicitly and that they have been applied 
(through the computer] to a very large range of 
mechanical operations, replacing and supplement­
ing the biological cybernetic operations involved 
in mechanical and manual human skill, or even 
the more routine and mechanical operations*of 
human intelligence. The impact of these changes 
has been felt mainly in manufacturing and white 
collar industries.

Kenneth E. Boulding. "The Wisdom of Man 
and the Wisdom of God." Human Values on the 
Spaceship Earth. (New York: Council Press, 
1966), p. 21.
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THE LEISURE 
REVOLUTION

Meets George ttleidt

BAPTIST DEACON GEORGE BLEIDT *
. . . they think we have submargihal land and we are 

submarginal people.

JVentucky must have invented ie 
rugged individualist, and though she 13 
exported her share, George Bleidt if 
Golden Pond is living proof that a s 
are left

TVA being what it is and Gee ;e 
Bleidt being what he is ... it 4 
inevitable that the two would cl. 1. 
Bleidt tells of the first contact:

“TVA came down on the (Goh n 
Pond Baptist) church property, sur. . 
ing. I went down and asked who I d 
told them to do it. They said, 'Nobo< 
I said, ‘As a church member, I’m tell g 
you to get moving and take your st fl 
with you,’ and they did.

"I took the matter up with i ie 
church, and the church went on recc -d 
at that time, about three and a h If 
years ago, that we wpre not interesi d 
in selling the property to TVA, and if 
they wanted the property, it would >>e 
necessary to condemn it. The motion 
passed.”

Not surprising, the Golden Pond 
Church is the last remaining of more 
than 50 churches (some 25 of them 
Baptist) that existed in the 170,000 
acre wooded isthmus between Kentucky 
Lake and Barkley Lake where the TVA 
is building the Land Between the Lakes 
National Recreation Area.

George Bleidt and other members of 
Golden Pond Church are examples of 

tow some are hurt by the dislocation 
md uprooting that comes in such mam- 
noth projects.

The population of the area, once 
ome 3,000, now is nearer 1,200, and 

those who remain (about 50 families 
lolding less than 10fc000 acres among 
hem) are opposed to the surrender of 
heir property.

Director of the Land Between the 
akes area, Robert Howes, said, “Some 

>eople, assuming that the old people 
'■'anted to stay here, that they were here 
hrough choice, took the position that 
ve were uprootings willy-nilly, disrupt- 
ag lives. Actually, many were not here 
hrough choice, and once we offered 
hem a market for their land, then they 

nad a choice.
“Some have relocated on similar land 

across the lake, and any land outside 
1 he area is better for farming. Many 
are moving closer to children, to doc­
tors, to power lines and highways."

Bleidt, who owns two farms, says 
there’s a strong bitterness among the 
people because “TVA came in, and 
more or less decided that they were the 
Almighty and you live under their feet. 
They think we have submarginal land 
and we are submarginal people."

Howes said, “Many of these people 
were literally prisoners of their land, 
and the area has lost population every 

decade but one since 1900. We also 
have had a history of only five percent 
of condemnation suits.”

TVA’s ideal is to develop a virgin 
wilderness, uncluttered by commercial 
enterprises, for recreational purposes.

Bleidt says he and others have em­
ployed council and will enter into a 
suit contesting the constitutionality of 
TVA’s right to acquire property for 
recreational purposes (since the act 
which created TVA gives no mention 
of recreation) and they will contest 
TVA’s right to acquire property in the 
Cumberland Valley.

However, Bleidt says TVA is trying 
to wear them down, and the Golden 
Pond Church appears to substantiate 
this. In 1965 its resident membership 
was 70 and its non-resident 75. At­
tendance at a recent service was only 
24, and evening services on Sunday 
have been discontinued. The church is 
now led by layman John Wells, a pro­
fessor at Murray State University, who 
serves as interim pastor.

The small town of Golden Pond, lo­
cated on the major highway that cuts 
through the LBL area from east to west, 
has all but disappeared. All that’s left 
is the post office (where Bleidt serves 
as postmaster) a service station, and the 
church, in addition to three or four 
homes. Other buildings are being torn 

down, and high weeds are beginning to 
hide the scattered brick and rottint 
boards.

TVA has not contacted the church, 
and Bleidt sees this as their way of 
wearing them down, getting the mem­
bers out first

“Golden Pond is the last church in 
the area because we’ve got some good 
church members who weren't interested 
in being hornswoggled by TVA. The 
others churches were deceived into 
thinking there was nothing else they 
could do,” he said.

However, few of the other churches 
were as large as Golden Pond, and only 
two of them relocated in areas outside 
the LBL. This is a commentary on their 
size and on the number of churches 
already in existence in this section of 
Kentucky.

Bleidt does show some willingness to 
consider selling the church property. 
He said, “When the time comes, if it 
does, when we can’t support the church 
and can’t support the church program 
because of attendance and church fi­
nances, then we would be ready tet at­
tempt business with TVA.

Asked if the church were not to stay 
with him would he stand by himself, 
Bleidt answered, “Yes sir, yes sir, yes 
sir, yes sir!!” ■

—Walker L. Knight

A Theology 

of 

Leisure
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what we wish to do within the range of 
our personal freedom.”

Otherxd^firYhions of leisure place it 
in juxtaposition with work, and view 
leisure as the time a man is free from 
work or is not engaged in earning his 
livelihood. Bennett Berger observes that 
this is a false antithesis because "leisure 
is a kind of time, whereas work is a 
kind of action.’’3

A final definition to be recorded here 
is by Josef Pieper who says that leisure 
is “in the first place an attitude of mind, 
a condition of the soul ... the occasion 
and the capacity for steeping oneself in 
the whole of creation.”6 This definition 
is compatible with the view of the 
Greek philosophers who saw leisure as 
means of intellectual contemplation for 
purposes of self-edification.

It becomes evident that no consensus 
is available for formulating a definition 
of leisure. No definition, however, is 
able to keep it divorced from time, al­
though many do stress successfully that 
the attitude of mind also is important. 
*h would seem that leisure is related to 
both time and attitude. As commonly 
used and understood, leisure refers to 
that time during which a person is free 
to choose what he wishes to do and to 
that attitude that delimits the choice.

The Theology of Leisure
A theology of leisure cannot be sepa­

rated from a theology of vocation or 
calling; our problem is not leisure or 
work, but the proper use of time. No 
adequate theology will brand leisure and 
pleasure as sinful within themselves. We 
need to make it quite clear that work 
and leisure are not antithetical to each 
other in the realm of moral values.

In the creation stories, it is quite 
evident fhat work was a part of man’s 
life from the beginning. God appears 
as a Worker, a Creator, and man is 
made in his image (Genesis 1:27). Man 
was placed in the garden and instructed 
to participate with God in the creative 
process (Genesis 1:28). He was given 
the further responsibility of subduing 
the earth and exercising dominion over 
it. Man is in this respect called into 
partnership with God and this concept 
is expressed again and again through 
the scriptures.

Man discovers his personhood in re­
lationship to his work and his well­
being. The curse pronounced upon man 
after his sin (Genesis 3:19) must not 
be construed to be work itself, for man

“We need to make it 
quite clear that work 
and leisure are not 
antithetical to each 
other in the realm 
of moral values.”

had been instructed to labor prior to 
his sin. Later this is set forth in the 
statement of the fourth of the Ten Com­
mandments (Exodus 20:8-11). Herein 
the command is one to work, to rest 
and to worship.

God's purpose for us and our use of 
time are related. To reduce a man’s 
work hours does not within itself in­
crease his dignity. Work is not a punish­
ment for sin, and the man who enjoys 
it should not be considered neurotic 
for that reason.

Observe, however, the importance of 
reassessing our theories of the work 
ethic. The Puritan ethic, so much a 
part of the theology of many people, 
has viewed work and industry as virtues 
and has viewed idleness as sinful. Ben 
Franklin instructed one and all that 

"idleness was the defil’s workshop and 
one could serve God only by working.

One must recognize that the Bible 
placed stress upon wprk and only slight 
mention is made of leisure or idleness, 
and then usually in condemnation. We 
must not expect, therefore, to derive 
from the Bible any explicit guidance 
upon the right use of leisure.

Obviously, in an agricultural econo­
my prior to the time of technology, the 
stress would be upon work and not 
upon leisure. This, however, would give 
even added significance to the few ref­
erences which do relate to leisure. The 
fourth commandment enjoined free time 
upon man. The Hebrew code expected 
that man, his servants and even his 
animals should be allowed to rest. That 
rest and worship were related does not 
detract from the fact of rest, even 
though its purpose was to allow for the 
glorification of God.

Jesus called his disciples to follow 
and he also called them to rest, relaxa­
tion, meditation and contemplation. 
When his disciples had returned from 
a preaching mission on one occasion, 
it is recorded that Jesus instructed them 
to depart into a solitary place where 
they could rest. Then he sent them out 
into the world again to become involved 
in society.

Man needs time to be alone, time to 
share with friends, time for recreation. 
This use of time never can consist long 
of withdrawal and detachment for the

Christian, for he will find him* t 
thrust back into a type of creative 
volvement. When this happens, Rol- i 
Lee would contend that such a per- t 
is "living the life of leisure.”7 He c< 
tends that some professional peoj 
such as doctors, lawyers, teachers a I 
clergymen, insist they have no leisu . 
while in reality “their leisure and th. t 
work have so intermingled that su i 
persons have leisure in work.”*

I recall the testimony of a man w. > 
said at retirement, “I don’t know wh i 
I am going to do with myself, becau e 
long ago my work" and my pleasue 
became one and the same thing." F.>r 
him, this was an attitude of leisure/a: J 
he would think of work as being the 
opportunity for fulfillment.

For many persons, however, leisure 
time in terms of “free time” provides 
the opportunity .for personhood to he 
realized. In a day when so many jobs 
tend to contribute to the depersonal­
ization of man, leisure becomes increas­
ingly important. In this respect, leisure 
provides what Cameron Hall calls "the 
opportunity to become more fully hu­
man.”’

It is at this point especially that 
leisure is related to the concept of vo­
cation and calling. If a man sees his 
vocation as an opportunity to respond 
to the call of God to live beneath the 
Lordship of Christ, then he may find 
within it considerable fulfillment. He 
may not find even long hours to be 
unusually drudgerous. If, on the other 
hand, one’s work leads to depersonal­
ization and it becomes only a job to do 
solely for materialistic motives, he will 
seldom be able to approach it in such 
a way as to find true self-realization. 
This person may then look to the leisure 
time hours for such satisfactions.

Increased leisure time, strangely 
enough, may be a blessing or it may 
be a curse. The hazard is that for people 
who have not learned how to use free 
time constructively, they may be faced 
with boredom. We have heard of per­
sons who did not take their vacations 
because they did not want them. T cy 
preferred to work, or they did not v. nt 
time off when in actualit/Bhey world 
be forced to spend it with their famines. 
We have heard of persons who v. 
coined Mondays because work is <o 
much more attractive than a long wc k- 
end. It is common knowledge that m -ny 
people resent a mandatory retirem.-t, 
not for economic reasons, but beca .se 

they do not know what to do with their 
time. It has been observed that more 
suicides occur during weekends, holi­
days and vacations. If leisure yields this 
kind of meaninglessness to life, where­
in will self-realization occur? Many per­
sons would agree with Bernard Shaw 
that "Hell is an endless holiday—the 
everlasting state of having nothing to do 
end plenty of money to spend on 
doing it.”

We do well to recognize that the 
problem of leisure is related to the ulti­
mate concern of life itself. It runs 
throughout the search for meaning. If 
contemporary man has problems of 
fear, anxiety, boredom, these may be 
related to his alienation from God and 
from his fellow man. The depth of this 
alienation may show nowhere as much 
as it does in the use he makes of his 
otherwise unstructured hours. Here is 
where true despair and lack of cre­
ativity will show first and in greatest 
depth.

Inevitably associated with any theol­
ogy of leisure is one’s doctrine of God 
and doctrine of man, and one's concept^ 
of stewardship. If God is viewed as 
both Creator and Law-giver, and if man 
is viewed as servant who is to obey, 
then a great deal hinges on the "ought.” 
What is man expected to do in regard 
to time? And how is he expected to do 
it? What is allowed and when is it 
allowed?

One may hold to a view of steward­
ship that depiands that one-seventh of 
his time be given to God and then he 
is back with the question of the proper 
use of the Sabbath or one day out of 
seven. How can one use his leisure on 
this day? The legalistic approach, which 
tends to ignore or misinterpret Jesus' 
saying that "the Sabbath was made for 
man and not man for the Sabbath," 
may establish many restrictions as to 
v hat is allowed. An extremist at this 
point, mixing his theology with Pro- 
t- stant American culture, would exer- 
c se a list of prohibitions for himself, 
and might even have difficulty in en­
dorsing a program of ministries to those 
v ho use their Sundays primarily for 
play.

It seems to me, however, that a 
( hristian theology must move in the 
direction of greater freedom, recogniz­
ing that internal rather than external 
v dues are the guidelines for moral con­
duct. An emancipation from a system 
without emancipation from the Lord-

“The day may come 
when we will have 
to have more and 
smaller worship 
services if we are to 
attract a larger 
number of people.”

ship of Christ is what is desired. Ulti­
mately the Christian must answer the 
question as to what leisure time activity 
is allowed, when it is allowed, and 
where. The great guilt that many ex­
perience at this point show they have 
not solved the questions for themselves, 
and that in some instances they may 
even be tied too severely to nineteenth 
century moralism.

The Fact of Leisure

The United States Department of 
Labor, in the Monthly Labor Review, 
shows increase of leisure time hours in 
I960 over 1940 for full-time employed 
persons. One and one-half hours less 
per week are spent in work, for a gain 
of 75 annual hours of free time. There 
are six more days of paid vacation and 
four more holidays available, for a total 
of 80 more hours of free time. Thus 
155 hours of free time each year have 
been gained for the American worker. 
In the economy as a whole, this addi­
tional leisure comes to over 10 billion 
hours. The economy is affected further 
by the use of these free hours by the 
American public. Tourism is on the 
increase. Boating and camping have 
surged forward. The entertainment in­
dustry in cities has experienced new 
life in terms of sports events, the fine 
arts.and o|her forms of diversion.

The free time realized by the em­
ployed is distributed quite differently. 
According to the census bureau, man­
agers and proprietors work 53 hours 
per week, and this does not include 
the work they carry home. On the other 
hand the hourly wage earners now talk 
of the 35 hour week, or of the four day 
week, as a goal to be realized in the 
near future. Homemakers, as a result 
of home appliances, food processing 
and other labor saving developments, 
have experienced as great an increase 
in leisure as other workers. The greatest 
free time of all, of course, is realized 
by those who are faced with an "en­
forced leisure” resulting from retire­
ment or unemployment.

Despite all persons who say they do 
not have leisure to the contrary, the 
fact of leisure can be well documented.

In contemporary life, the shorter work 
week, the longer vacation, the earlier 
retirement and higher incomes are all 
related aspects of the emerging leisure 
revolution.

Implications for the Church
Certain problems attached to in­

creased leisure will continue to bother 
the local church and the denomination. 
Long weekends and holidays will take 
more and more families away from 
home to resort areas. Longer vacations 
will tend to encourage prolonged family 
trips. Attendance in church services on 
Sundays which has decreased in recent 
years is apt to decrease still more. Ne­
glect, followed by indifference, may grow 
among church members unless tradi­
tional services receive a supplement. 
What can the church or the denomina­
tion do?

For one thing, the church needs to 
learn how to follow its people. Cannot 
more ministries be provided in resort 
areas? What shall you say about the 
religious activities in state and national ’ 
parks, and should nfct Southern Baptists 
get more involved? How can the church 
extend itself into areas where people 
congregate on Sundays? Some have 
united their efforts to provide chapels ■ 
at the beach, an open-air meeting in 
the mountain park, or “The Chapel in 
the Snow" as at the New Hampshire 
ski resort. Some ministers have tried 
drive-in services where traveling people 
can stop and worship in their cars. 
Chaplains have been provided by some 
groups to serve in favorite vacation 
spots where large numbers of people 
assemble.

The church also must learn to min­
ister more effectively at home, and es­
pecially in using weekday opportunities. 
Some churches have constructed a ma­
jor week-night worship service compa­
rable to the Sunday morning service for 
the benefit of persons who were not 
present on Sunday. We can learn from 
Catholics at this point. They have a 
higher participation rate than Protes­
tant groups and part of the reason can 
no doubt be traced to the fact that they 
provide many opportunities for people 
to attend during Sunday and in the 
week, rather than insisting they come 
on Sunday at eleven and eight o’clock. 
The day may come when we will have 
to have more and smaller worship serv­
ices if we are to attract a larger number 
of people. Some variety in form and
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style may contribute to meeting the 
needs of all people in a better way.

Not all weekday ministries must take 
the form of worship. There can be 
many small groups that focus around 
an activity, whether Bible study, craft 
work, recreation or just plain conversa­
tion. Such smaHgjoups can enhance 
the fellowship/tif the congregation and 
provide opportunities wherein persons 
who have become new creatures in 
Christ may dome and share with others, 
some of whdjn may not know Christ, 
and in the sharing grow in His likeness 
and witness to His glory!

Some persons who fear leisure and 
do not know how to use it may need 
the help of the church in designing for 
them some constructive ministries with­
in which their own personhood may 
be realized.

The church can help some of these 
people to see how to use some of their 
leisure in voluntary type activities. Vol­
unteer work in professional social work 
has long been a major service. Many 
men and women, and an increasing 
number of youth, spend regular hours 
each week in volunteer work in hos­
pitals, detention centers, neighborhood 
houses and other welfare agencies. Most 
chinches offer people only two or three 
choices of service: leadership work in. 
an organization, visitation, or limited 
sffid frequent meaningless service on a 
committee. The especially talented may 
sing in the choir. Many Christians who 
feel themselves incapable of some of 
these roles would serve gladly in other 
ways out in the community if the 
church would structure the positions.

How fortunate if Christians can rec­
ognize that leisure is a gift of God. Not 
all of man's time is to be spent working, 
worshipping and witnessing. Some of it 
must be spent in withdrawal, for rest, 
for fellowship, for renewal, or to be 
otherwise used as fulfills one’s personal 
needs. Whatever a man’s use of his 
leisure, for the Christian, God should 
be in all of it. ■
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The Lost Tribe of Manasseh

The United States is really the lost 

tribe of Manasseh. If you doubt this 
assertion, then listen with your mind 
(without prejudice), check up in your 
Bible, prove whether or not it is true, 
and believe what you find proved.

Many Baptists probably have heard 
this stern admonition on the radio pro­
gram, “The World Tomorrow,” a prod­
uct of Herbert W. and Garner Ted 
Armstrong. Along with such preach­
ments, they offer free of charge a vari­
ety of booklets and a subscription to 
The Plain Truth, the publication that 
will give you the “facts" behind the 
latesrWvorld news. .

“The World Tomorrow1 is a part of 
the much larger Anglo-Israel move­
ment, which was started over a century 
ago. What is the history of this move­
ment, its aims, teachings, possible weak­
nesses and values for the world reli­
gious scene? More specifically, how 
should we as “a people of the Book” 
react to the attempt by the Armstrongs 
to tell us the plain truth?

History of the Anglo-Israel move­
ment: In 1840, an Englishman named 
John Wilson wrote Our Israelitish Heri­
tage claiming to connect^Great Britain 
with the lost tribe of Ephraim. About 
30 years later, another book appeared, 
this time by Edward Hines and named 
The Identification of the British Nation 
With the Lost Tribes of Israel. The ad­
herents of the movement take great 
pride in pointing out that Hines's con­
clusions agreed with Wilson’s although 
Hines had not read the earlier work. In 
1879 the first Anglo-Saxon Association 
was founded in England. By the next 
year a periodical was published in 
America under the title, Heirs of the 
World. By the turn of the century, per­
haps as many as two million held this 
same view.

In 1928, M. H. Gayer of London 
wrote one of the standard works of the 
movement, The Heritage of the Anglo- 
Saxon Race, complete with an elaborate 
chart “proving” that Great Britain and 
the United States are really Ephraim 
and Manasseh.

Is 
That 
Us?

by Thomas Starkes, HMB

The movement is far from dead, as 
is evidenced by the book written by 
Burhl B. Gilpin, All Israel, published 
just last year. Gilpin writes, “The Bible 
is primarily a history of the Israelites.”3 
He then expounds the notion that Christ 
and Joseph of Arimethea visited the 
British Isles before Christ was 30. This 
is based on nothing more than “a strong 
and persistent tradition in southwestern 
England that He (Christ) visited the 
British Isles during that period.’’3

Another example of the movement's 
life in the United States is the Anglo- 
Saxon Federation of America, publish­
ers of Destiny magazine. The “creden- 
dum" or "statement of faith” on which 
the magazine is founded says:

In the Scriptures the terms "Israel" 
and “Jew" are not synonymous. 
. . . The information published in 
Destiny provides the evidence 
showing that Israel left Palestine 
while the Jews remained. The 
movements of the Israel clans an 
traced out of the East, across Eu 
rope, to their new settlement in the 
Isles of Britain, and then on tc 
America.4

The writers of this creed furnish a 
warning to those who may doubt tl ir 
findings^

When it is recognized universal!' 
that the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic people 
are modern Israel, opponents o 
this truth who have succeeded ii
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leading many astray, and hindered 
to that extent the national repen­
tance and return to God in whole­
hearted acknowledgment of His 
sovereignty and obedience to His 
laws, will discover that He will not 
hold them guiltless.5

As one can see, the Anglo-Israel 
movement is very much on the move 
in religious circles today and to be 
encountered readily by sincere Baptists.

Beliefs: The fundamental statement 
which makes Anglo-Israel different 
from other cults is that Britain is the 
lost tribe of Ephraim and the United 
States is really Manasseh. This con­
clusion is arrived at after an intricate 
outline of “historical facts" which lead 
one from Abraham to Anaheim. This 
is because, for them, about five-sixths 
of the Bible is written to “Israel.”

In his free booklet, “The United 
States and the British Commonwealth 
in Prophecy,” Herbert W. Armstrong 
traces this process and warns the reader 
that to ignore the “truth” of Israel 
being Britain is to doubt the infallibility 
of the Bible. Later, Armstrong comes 
out with the statement that seals the 
"proof" that Britain is really Ephraim:

The Royal Family of the British 
Commonwealth possesses a chart 
showing its ancestry, every genera­
tion, back to Herremon and Tephi, 
to Zedekiah, on back to David, 
and through the scriptural gene­
alogy clear to Adam!"

It does not appear to most of us to be 
a startling revelation that the British 
royalty can be traced back to Adam.

The free booklet closes with the 
"cbvious” result of this research:

We should shout for joy at- the dis­
covery of our true identity—and 
we should be brought to REPENT 
—and to turn to God—and to get 
□ack of this crusade by radio and 
)y printed word to WARN our 
people, and to call upon God in 
eal Heart-Rending Prayer for Di- 
/ine deliverance.7
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None of us would doubt a call for 
nationwide repentance and prayer on 
the part of Britain and the United 
States, for it is needed sorely, hut Arm­
strong’s lack of concern for other peo­
ple is evident in his closing remark.

The chart to which Armstrong re­
fers is that contained in Gayer’s The 
Heritage of the Anglo-Saxon Race. The 
author supplies us with the "proof" of 
this historical movement of Ephraim to 
the British Isles: [The emphases are 
mine.]

Although no definite account of 
their journey across Europe can be 
traced in history, it is reasonable 
to suppose that these poor refu­
gees would naturally follow and 
try to overtake their kinsfolk in 
Europe. . . . They seem to have 
first settled in Scandinavia, where 
they became known as Norsemen 
or Normans, from dwelling in the 
North, if this is true, the tribes of 
Joseph and Benjamin—separated 
for nearly 18 centuries—met once 
more in Normandy, and though 
unconscious of each other’s iden­
tity, entered together as one peo­
ple into Britain.8

For Gayer, one can string together the 
“proof" for his qndings through several 
sources:

The history of Israel runs through 
the Bible, up to the time of her 
captivity in Assyria. The Apo­
crypha then carries the story a 
step further. Here Bible history 
ends. Next, Bible prophecy steps 
in, and in veiled language tells us 
what is happening to the RACE 
and what is to happen to her in 
the far distant future.9

The author begins his work by asking 
the reader to overlook the lack of 
literary merit in the book and then 
concludes by asking the same reader to 
take the case for “British-Israel truth” 
therein to “prove” the truth of the 
Bible.

For Armstrong, the reason the Bible 
has been misunderstood so long is that 
the “vital key, needed to unlock pro­

phetic doors to understanding, had be­
come lost. That KEY is a definite 
knowledge of the true identity of the 
American and British peoples in Bibli­
cal prophecy.’’10 This is an echo of 
what Gayer wrote almost 40 years 
earlier; "Christian truth and Israel truth 
are so interwoven that neither is com­
plete without the other."'1

What are some more of these truths 
which are so evident to those who be­
lieve in "Israel-truth" which the ordi­
nary Christian cannot grasp?

A dominant theme in The Plain 
Truth magazine is the rebuilding of the 
"Roman" Empire. The issue for March 
of this year says:

The threat of Communism is not 
the only danger to America. Rising 
out of the ashes of World War II 
is a new menace to the free world, 
a seventh and last, resurrection of 
the ancient Roman Empire.13

The latest issue of the magazine carries 
a cover picture of British Prime Min- , 
ister Wilson visiting Bonn, Germany. 
The article inside explains the signifi­
cance of the visit:

Modern Germany is Assyria in 
Biblical prophecy. . . . Your Bible 
describes exactly what is taking 
place in Bonn right now! . . . When 
Ephraim [identified in Bible proph­
ecy as Britain] saw his sickness 
[his helpless economic plight] then 
went Ephraim to the Assyrian 
(Hosea 5:13).13

No doubt one issue very soon will con­
tain an equally shocking use of scrip­
ture without regard to its context to 
"explain" to its readers the visit of 
President Johnson to Bonn to attend 
Adenaur’s funeral.

As a gentle reminder of the results 
of this type of thinking which seeks 
to make the Bible "live" by goinj* to 
great lengths to relate it to specific cur­
rent events is the fact that not forty 
years ago the leader of the same move­
ment had some predictions about Ger­
many “based” on the Bible. For Gayer,
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Gomer in Ezekiel 38:2 referred to 
Germany and he wrote:

Russia and Germany have been in 
secret alliance since 1922. . . . 
Germany, through her military and 
technical instructors, is reconstruct­
ing Russia, and exploiting its enor­
mous resources, in the hope that 
she and her ally will someday at­
tain their dream of world domin­
ance.’*

If I remember my history correctly, 
Russia ended up fighting Germany in 
World War II. This is another example 
of the “secrets” of the Bible “revealed" 
to a select few which have proved out 
wrong. %

A second "truth” which is revealed to 
adherents of the British-Israel theory 
is tne nature of “The Wonderful World 
Tomorrow.” A basic premise of the 
theory is that this civilization cannot 
be saved, especially by existing churches. 
The Armstrongs condemn the churches 
for “teaching the diametric opposite of 
Christ’s teachings.”15 They write in an 
earlier booklet: “We are deceived into 
a counterfeit Christianity—our lands 
are filled with false ministers. . . 
For them, the only answer, of course, 
is for more to read The Plain Truth 
spread by Armstrong’s organization. 
The same booklet "prophesies” that 
during the Great Tribulation, “hun­
dreds of thousands will remember the 
true message from God that they heard 
going out freely to the world at this 
time, on the World Tomorrow pro­
gram."17 Another basic assumption is 
that the end is coming in this genera­
tion. The Armstrong programs have 
backed off from 1975 as the date for 
the beginning of the end. In a booklet 
written in 1966, the two authors say: 
"We can’t set definite dates, remember! 
But this new Worljl Tomorrow appears 
to be not too much farther off than 
1977—or even 1987—it’s coming in our 
time.”1* This is in direct contrast to 
what they were writing earlier, when 
they were much more definite about 
1975. .The Armstrongs face the per­
petual problem of the Adventist, that
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of perpetually setting the date back. 
(It was faced by William Miller in 
the U.S. in the 1840’s, when he pre­
dicted the end of the world and died 
a disappointed man.)

Who will rule the “Gentiles” in the 
future world? A recent booklet gives 
us the "answer”:

There is a strong Indication—not 
a definite specific statement—but 
Indication, according to princi­
ples and specific assignments that 
are revealed, that the prophet Dan­
iel will be made king over them 
all, directly under Moses.10

Also, it "seems evident" that the resur­
rected Noah will head a vast project of 
the relocation of the races and nations.

The Armstrongs face again the per­
petual problems of those who would 
seek to predetermine specifically the 
way in which God will bring about 
the end.

A third truth which is "evident” to be­
lievers in Anglo-Israel faith is the na­
ture of salvation, a doctrine which rings 
of “works” to the Southern Baptist. One 
booklet closes with a description of the 
saved person:

If ycf&do turn to God by forsaking 
your way and this world's ways 
through Jesus Christ as your per­
sonal Saviour—if you do then 
overcome—if you pray earnestly 
and continually . . . and endure 
in this wonderful new life, you 
shall be accounted worthy to es­
cape all these terrifying things soon 
to befall the world.20

The latest issue of The Plain Truth 
makes sharper the contrast on the “plan 
of salvation”:

Assuredly this believing on Christ 
is necessary, yet other Biblical pas­
sages make plain that this is not 
all that constitutes "being saved."21

The definition of a Christian for Arm­
strong is: "One who has, at the mo­
ment, God’s holy spirit dwelling in 
him.’’2- The next paragraph goes on 
to say that a person is a Christian only 
while God’s Holy Spirit is dwelling in 
him. Not before! Not after! So, the 
Christian, it appears, must live in con­
stant fear of losing the presence of the 
Holy Spirit at a given moment, for if 
he should die in that moment, he is 
doomed. If the Holy Spirit is not dwell­
ing in a person when he dies, what he 
has done with and for Christ earlier is 
of no avail. This system gives the Chris­
tian no assurance of his salvation, but 
develops instead a growing fear of los­
ing God’s spirit in a given moment. 
Armstrong’s'writings on salvation seem 
to ignore II Timothy 1:7, “For God 

has not given us the spirit of fear; ! t 
of power, and of love, and of a soi. J 
mind.”

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS: The Brit 
Israel is too narrow in its scope or p ■, 
for world redemption. The emph. - 
is almost solely on the need for 
pentance in Britain and America— 
“lost” tribes of Ephraim and Man 
seh—with little concern for the m 
than 2 billion other people in the woi 
Instead, the emphasis is on “the ra. 
and its purity coupled with its obli 
tion. Every evaluation of the pres, t 
and future world situation is made n 
the light of western Europe alone. \t 
least some of the British-Israel writ., rs - 
reveal a thinly disguised prejudice 
against other people.

On the other hand, Ephesians 2:11- 
14 speaks of Christ’s blood having 
broken down the middle wall of par­
tition between the Gentiles and me 
commonwealth of Israel.

Another possible weakness of the 
movement is its indiscriminate use of 
God’s word in an attempt to spell out 
in detail “The World- Tomorrow " 
Proof-texts are grabbed at random out 
of context with no regard for their 
authorship or background.

As "a people of the Book” Southern 
Baptists are impressed with anyone who 
uses the Bible to determine his beliefs, 
but have no respect for those who do 
just the opposite. We should be more 
aware of the delicate science of her­
meneutics, i.e., “the interpretation of 
Scripture in the light of the-total Bibli­
cal evidence." Merely to quote a verse 
out of context is to “prove” nothing.

Two other possible weaknesses of 
the movement were described in the 
previous section, that of trying to set 
the date for the coming of the end of 
the world and trying to spell out too 
much in detail its consequences to the 
point of stretching Biblical meaning. 
The attempt to do this really reflects a 
lack of faith. For the devoted evangeli­
cal Christian, his trust is in his risen 
Lord who shall return in time and not 
in a well worked out scheme of the 
end—a Saviour, not a scheme.

WHAT WE CAN LEARN: As South­
ern Baptists, we stand to learn a g cat 
deal from the British-Israel movement. 
We can profit from the Armstrongs’ 
questioning of the tenets of evolui >n. 
This problem is still an issue ai^ng 
our people and should be approached 
intelligently by pastors presenting 'he 
various difficulties of the evolution iry 
theory of the origin of man. Week-nd 
church conferences led by Christian 
laymen who are scientists as well as 
informed evolutionists and mim-'crs

Home Missions

■could allow the issb?s to be drawn 
with each side represented fairly. Then 
our laymen could judge whether a per­
son can be a Christian and interested 
i the results of scientific research, and 
■ hether science and religion can under- 

1 ne the strengths of each pursuit. Gross 
<ondemnation of each side by the other 
coes not solve the problem of the na­
ture of God’s creation of man and his 
w orld.

Secondly, we can learn anew the ob- 
' ious phrase, "It is later now than it 
1 as ever been.” Regardless of how we 
nay feel toward those who would pre- 
i ict the coming of Christ within the 
rext ten years, it is evident that our 
I ord's coming “is nearer than when we 
first believed." This adds a sense of 
urgency to our home and foreign mis­
sion task collectively and individually. 
The early church grew partly because 
it was convinced that “this same Jesus" 
would soon return and yet our modern 
churches piddle away at the Christian 
task because we are not so convinced.

Finally, the British-Israel movement 
points up our crucial need for intense 
Bible study, including a thorough and 
scholarly study of Biblical prophecy, 
led by concerned and informed pastors 
who are unafraid of leading us into 
the deeper aspects of God’s word by 
challenging us with its relevant mes­
sage. As we are led to further truth 
by intelligently and prayerfully reading 
the whole Bible, fewer of our people 
will be led away by those who promise 
The Plain Truth for “The World To­
morrow.”
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Strong's Concordance should never be 
tar from your Bible—it is the one refer­
ence that can help you understand and 
enjoy the Bible as never before. In this 
one convenient volume are:
A concordance with every word in the 
King James Version and every passage 
in which it appears . . .
A Creek dictionary of the New Testa­
ment . . .
A Hebrew dictionary of the Old Testa­
ment . . .
A comparative concordance listing vari­
ations between the King James Version 

and the Revised Version of 1881-85 and 
the American Standard Version.
Whether you're a minister, a Sunday 
school worker, a student, a typical Chris­
tian interested in learning more about 
his Bible—Strong's Concordance is yoyr 
invaluable Bible study companion. 
Clearly organized, bound in durable 
buckram, it's also a wonderful gift.

Regular edition, $15.75 
Thumb-indexed edition, $17
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THE CRUSADE OF THE AMERICAS:
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Albert McClellan said recently: “More 
planning, more participation and more 
prayer has gone into the Crusade of the 
Americas than any past denominational 
emphasis or project, including ‘A Mil­
lion More in ’54.’ ” Planning for the 
Crusade of the Americas in the South­
ern Baptist Convention began as early 
as 1962 and 1963. Other Baptist groups 
in North and South America,-represent­
ing more than 20 million Baptists, are 
involved in the hemisphere campaign.

The crusade in Sao Paulo, Brazil, led 
by Eual Lawson of the Home Mission 
Board's division of evangelism, and 
the National crusade in Brazil, led by 
Rubens Lopes, led to the Crusade of 
the Americas in the challenge of Lopes 
to the Baptist World Alliance and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. The Cru­
sade of the Americas then became the 
central thrust of the emphasis, "A 
Church Fulfilling Its Mission Through 
Evangelism and World Missions." The 
responsibility of promoting the Crusade 
of the Americas in the SBC was as­
signed to the division of evangelism.

Working through the denomination­
al emphasis planning committee and 
through ’ its own channels, the state 
secretaries of evangelism and Division 

of Evangelism led the convention to the 
brink of the most challenging thrust in 
evangelism we ever have attempted. It 
is far more than just another simul­
taneous revival. It is a thrust in per­
sonal, educational and revival evangel­
ism. It rests upon the solid foundation 
of better curriculum materials than ever 
have been offered to churches by their 
denominational leadership.

Here is what is new about Southern 
Baptists' crusade plans:

PACT: “Praying for the Americas 
Crusade Together” is a joint project of 
WMU, the Foreign Mission Board and 
the Home Mission Board Division of 
Evangelism. Financed by the above 
mentioned agencies, it unites persons, 
groups and churches of the Americas 
in a prayer PACT through a central 
office in Birmingham. IBM cards -vill 
match prayer partners in the USA ith 
prayer partners in South andfc?c 'ral 
America, and Canada. "Compute ted 
prayers" will share prayer vict -lies 
through a monthly prayer bulletin ib- 
lished in three languages. This pi tect 
will be launched for the local churches 
in January of 1968, and for this e. tire 
year there will be a "concert of pr : er

THREE NATIONWIDE EVAN­
GELISTIC TELECASTS: This is the 
lirst time nationwide, prime time, di­
rectly evangelistic television will’ be 
used. A well-known publicity firm will 
handle marketing details. The expense 
of producing the video tapes and pur­
chasing the time on stations that will 
reach 75 percent of America’s popula­
tion will be budgeted by the Division of 
Evangelism. A gospel appeal will close 
the telecasts. The unsaved will be urged 
to write in. Materials concerning South­
ern Baptists, the crusade and personal 
salvation will be sent to all inquirers. 
Lists of inquirers will be sent to local 
pastors through denominational chan­
nels. The Radio and Television Com­
mission will give both financial and 
technical assistance.

PROJECT 500: Five hundred new 
churches will be launched in connection 
with the crusade. The most needed and 
most promising sites will be secured 
and the work launched. This is a project 
of the Missions Division of the Home 
Mission Board. They will work with 
state conventions and associations in 
providing the necessary assistance. One 
emphasis of the crusade will be starting 
new churches. Local churches, associa­
tions, state conventions and the Mis­
sions Division of the Home Mission 
Board will be alive to other opportuni­
ties to start new churches not included 
in Project 500.

THE THEME: “Christ the Only 
Hope.” In the Americas Baptists are 
sasing by testimony, by placards, by 
tracts, by posters, by broadcasts, by 
tel casts, “Christos a unica esperanza" 
(Portuguese), “Cristo la unica esperan­
za' (Spanish). Appointed Baptists will 
se< every national president, every state 
go ernor and every large city mayor, 
prisent them with a New Testament, 
an wer questions about the crusade and 
tel them, “Christ the Only Hope.” We 
hone to throw this theme against the 
da:k background of world pessimism

INVOLVEMENT: The Baptist bodies 
now officially connected with the cru­
sade have more than 20,000,000 mem­
bers. North American Coordinator 
Wayne Dehoney says that more Baptists 
are involved in the Crusade of the 
Americas than have been involved in 
any concerted Christian effort since the 
days of the New Testament. Every 
board and agency has been involved 
in the Southern Baptist Convention 
through the denominational emphasis 
committee. All the educational re­
sources of the Sunday School Board 
have been co-opted for the crusade. 
From the tip of the cone of South 
America to the mission at Kiana, Alas­
ka, far above the Arctic Circle, there is 

enlistment visitation. An effort will be 
made to discover every possibility and 
enroll them for Bible study. Guidance 
materials for these two projects for the 
local church wilj be provided by the 
Sunday School Department of the Sun­
day School Board. This is the first major 
thrust in Sunday School enrollment 
since “A Million More in ’54.”

Forty major metropolitan centers in 
the United States have been designated 
as sites for major metropolitan crusade 
of the Americas rallies. These rallies 
will provide motivation and inspiration 
to members of the church councils to 
lead the church in intensive preparation 
for the revivals in the churches. One 
thousand other rallies in associations 
will be identical in program but will be 
scheduled and conducted by state and 
associational leadership. The major ral­
lies are a joint project of the Sunday 
School Board, the Division of Evan­
gelism and state evangelism and Sunday 
School departments. Twenty-eight thou­
sand dollars has been budgeted to fi­
nance the major metropolitan rallies.!

EAR NOISES
. . . thousands reported 
Wonderful relief from years 

fluid mucus) conditions of 
the hend. For the past 23 
years that's what fo'ks'many 
past 7<.) reported nft. , Usii» 
Palliative HOME I'REATM 
TO WEAR. SOME of th.-

simple Elmo
NOTH INC

in now or throat every day ; 
understand words, hear better

—• mwis.
Write TODAY for PROOF OF RELIEF and 30 DAY TRIAL OFFER. Pay only if helled

THE ELMO CO., Dept. 8RH1, Madrid, Iowa

Discover how this Bible 
can enrich your study

THE

Pilgrim Bible
Edited by Dr. E. Schuyler English 
with 37 evangelical scholars. C om­
plete text of the Authorized King 
James Version • notes and helps 
on same page with text • introduc­
tions to each hook • historical data 
■ summaries • comprehensive index

Inglish Bible.” With or without Con­
cordance in a wide range ot styles 
from $5.95 to $22.50.

At your Baptist Book Store
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Pungent views on how to recapture the 
happy excitement of life. Guaranteed 
to make you take stock of yourself 
and your church. This contemporary 
man of God declares that the church 
must provide “the intoxication it ad­
vertises ... or start packing." A stim­
ulating book for anyonq who is willing 
to think—but not expected to please 
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TEAR OUT THIS COUPON • MAIL IT AT ONCE

Discover how you can earn 
$10,000 a year and more... 

($75.00 to $100.00 a week Part-Time) 

in important Christian work

Missionary
Appointees

If you’ll mail the Certificate at the top of this 
ad you will receive, immediately, all the facts 
about career opportunities that have brought 
independence, job security and high pay to 
hundreds of sincere Christian men and 
women. You can begin at once. No experience 
necessary. No investment required. If you 
qualify you ought to earn $100.00 a week 
part-time . . . $200.00 a week and more 
full-time.

NOW . . . IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
FOR QUALIFIED, FULL-TIME

AND PART-TIME CHRISTIAN WORKERS
A fast-growing organization, we have choice 
openings all over the U. S. and Canada.

church visitation, fu­
nerals, committee meet­
ings and sermons, I can 
only work about 7 hours 
a week. But I've earned 
$1,440 in the last 8 
months. That’s $42.00 
extra a week. I also have 
the joy of bringing spir­
itual help into the homes 
where I visit.”

Rev. O. C., Mississippi

after I took my job with 
the John Rudin Com­
pany my income had 
doubled. Now, aftereight 
year*. I've iuet been 
rgade Regional Manager, 
my third promotion. In 
thia meaningful, impor­
tant work with Christian 
familiea, I have realized 
far more than personal 
satisfaction. I know I

wanted to return to the 
University for his gradu­
ate work I prayed for n 
part-time job that would 
permit me to be home 
with the children most of 
the time and still earn 
enough income to help 
fay tne family expenses.
've been working about 

12 hours a week and my 
average income is well 
over $11.00 an hour. I 
can’t tell you how happy

Mrs. J. P., Canada

CHOICE JOB OPENINGS IN THE U. S. AND CANADA MUST BE FILLED AT ONCE 
TEAR OUT FREE INFORMATION CERTIFICATE 

MAIL IT TODAYI NO OBLIGATION
26

Though we want to fill them as qAickly as 
we can, we will not add more persons than we 
can properly train or provide for.

MAIL THE CERTIFICATE AT ONCE 
The key positions now open will be filled by 
the first qualified, sincere Christians who re­
ply to this ad. Don’t pass up this open door 
to financial security, independence, and the 
joy and excitement of serving your Christian 
commitment in your day-by-day work. 
Mail the Certificate. Do it now.
Hundreds of U. S. and Canadian men and 
women have "found themselves^’ in this 
satisfying, important service. Read what 
they say:

Salesman—-Full-Time 
“I'm a family man and 
was stuck in a job that 
brought me low pay and 
little opportunity. Some 
years ago the Rudin 
Company offered me a 
job. The last 3 months I 
earned $3,520 with time 
out for vacationing, fish­
ing and golfing. I have 
the joy of knowing that 
every Christian family I 
talk to will be honestly 
helped by the program I 
offer them.”
Mr. H. R., Washington
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1. James II. Currin 
sions secretary for 
tion of Baptists in 
nate the establishment of new churches 
and mission posts. He was state Sunday 
School secretary for Indiana Baptists 
when appointed. He also has served 
in Indiana and Kentucky pastorates. 
He is a graduate of Bethel College in 
McKenzie, Tenn., and he received his 
theological training at Cumberland 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
McKenzie (now Memphis Theological 
Seminary) and at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. 
His birthday is Apr. 29.

2. Orville H. Griffin was appointed by 
Metropolitan Missions as superintendent 
of missions for the Greater Cincinnati 
and Southern Hills Baptist Association 
in Ohio. The Georgetown, Ky., native 
attended Georgetown College. When ap­
pointed he was pastor of the East Day­
ton Church in Ohio. He also has been 
pastor of Cedar Grove Church in 
Frankfort, Ky. His birthday is Nov. 18.

3. D. E. Strahan, former superintendent 
of missions for Kay Baptist Association 
in Ponca City, Okla., was appointed by 
Metropolitan Missions as superintendent 
of missions for the East Central Illinois 
Baptist Association in Champaign. A 
Texas native, Strahan attended Okla­
homa Baptist University and Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
W >rth, Tex. His birthday is Sept. 12.

4. Larry J. Patterson, former pastor of 
M rantha Baptist Church in Indiana- 
Po is, Ind., was appointed by Pioneer 
Missions to Boston, Mass., as director 
of church extension. He is a graduate 
of Baylor University in Waco, Tex., and 
So ithern Seminary. His birthday is Nov. 
1.

5. J. D. Land, appointed by the Chris- 
tian Social Ministries Department. 
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serves as pastor-director of the Baptist 
Center in Day ton, O. He has been pas­
tor of Tennessee churches in Nashville, 
Eagleville and Baxter and also in Jacks­
boro, Tex. The Tennessee native is a 
graduate of Tennessee Polytechnic In­
stitute at Cookeville and Southwestern 
Seminary. His birthday is June 12.

6. Mrs. J. D. Land, the former Sue 
Bragg of Lebanon, Tenn., also will 
work in the Baptist Center in Dayton. 
She is a graduate of Tennessee Poly­
technic Institute and Southwestern Sem­
inary. Her birthday is Oct. 25.

7. Wilbert H. Goatley was appointed by 
the Department of Work with National 
Baptists as director of the Baptist Fel­
lowship Center in Louisville, Ky. He 
had been serving as temporary director 
ot the center while pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, Eminence, Ky. The Louis­
ville native is a graduate of Louisville 
schools—the University of Louisville 
and Southern Seminary. He also has 
been an instructor at Simmons Univer­
sity in Louisville. His birthday is Mar. 
10.

8: Travis B. Lipscomb was elevated to 
career status by the HMB to assist state 
conventions and associations in the 
western U.S. in juvenile rehabilitation 
ministries. He has been a student mis­
sionary the past two years, serving un­
der the HMB’s Christian Social Minis­
tries Department. He has directed juve­
nile rehabilitation work in Fresno, 
Calif., for six years and he recently 
completed a master of social work de­
gree at Fresno State College. A native 
of Franklin, Tex., he is a graduate of 
Baylor University in Waco, Tex., and 
Southern Seminary. His birthday is 
Nov. 12.

(Most of these missionaries are appoint­
ed jointly by the HMB and the state 
convention where they serve, and I or 
other Baptist groups.)

How to do 
thing by lean

I m
This book will do wonders for vour "success 
quotient" whether you’re a butcher, a baker, 
a candlestick maker or even a young man or 
woman in love!

Dr. Drakeford draws heavily on his expe­
rience as Director of the Counseling Center 
at a major seminary. He talks about such 
intriguing practices as listening without ears, 
listening for the sound of silence, the skill of 
reply, asking a question—but carefully! A 
must for people who lose people.

$3.50 Al Baptist Book Stores

WORD books

PEACEIPEACE!
edited end 
compiled

by
Foy V.dentine I

I
 There are no blind­

ers on this book.
__ You will find here 

* a realistic Chris­
tian treatment of 

Biblical and political concepts of peace. 
An attempt by outstanding Christian 
leaders to rediscover basic guidelines 
for the church in this nuclear age. This 
is not a book of easy answers; the 
writers do not agree on all points. It 
is a sincere and honest search for a 
truly Christian perspective on such 
important subjects as the United Na­
tions, the Peace Corps, modern warfare, 
Communism, world missions.

$3.50 At Baptist Book Stores

WORD Looks
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THE

HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY
OF BIBLE LANDS

by
Charles F. Pfeiffer 
and
Howard F. Vos

LETTERS
continued from page 3

• ... I highly commend you for de 
ing honestly and frankly with issues 
our times. . .

Ernest D. Clark 
Alexandria. Va.

• I was never so thrilled to receive a 
thing. ... Let me say it is well writ' 
well edited; well orientated to the pres- 
problems of the church's need to speak 
on one of our most vital problems of toi

May God's Holy Spirit use this edit । 
to awaken the conscience of many to c 
problem, and its reality. And may it cl i- 
lenge, as I’m sure it is intended to >. 
those who are in responsible leader' p 
throughout the convention and its churi es 
to seek ways and mean of expressed aci >t) 
and answer. I don't know where I've r id 
this quote but it tells all I’d like to s. y:

“A well informed man is a well armed 
man.”

Richard A. Lorton | 
Toledo, O.

CHAPLAINS’
6% INTEREST

PRAYER CALENDAR
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Church Loan Bonds

FOR OFFERING 
CIRCULAR

30,000 Copies 
in Print!

A FIRST!!

NO OTHER BOOK 
LIKE IT!

overdue—a survey of the history 
and geography of all the Bible lands. Numerous 
books have dealt with Palestine but few have

★ 250,000 words
★ 459 photographic 

Illustrations
* 45 maps within the text, 

plus a
★ 16-page colored map 

supplement

★ Size: 7’/o" x 10" 
624 pages

* Treats Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, Palestine, Phoeni­
cia, Syria. Iran, Cyprus, 
Asia Minor, Greece 
and Italy.

introductory -price

$^795 December 31.
| 1967

$8.95 thereafter

recognized that other areas-Iran, Egypt, Syria, 
Greece, Italy-also provided a geographical 
stage on which the biblical drama was enacted. 
Drs. Pfeiffer and Vos have brought together 
historical, geographical, biblical and archaeo­
logical material on all ten areas of the Near 
Eastern and Mediterranean world that might 
properly be called “Bible lands.”

The authors spent seven years on the plan­
ning and writing of this major contribution to 
biblical scholarship. Both have traveled exten­
sively in the countries about which they have 
written. Their work reflects a thorough knowl­
edge of Bible lands, archaeology and history of 
the Near East, and the Bible itself on which 
their work rests.

The Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible 
Lands is an invaluable reference and study tool. 
Every student of the Bible needs a copy. Every 
Christian scholar, pastor, teacher and library 
will welcome this significant contribution to an 
important area of knowledge.

Order today from your

Baptist Book Store

• . . . my appreciation for . . . Home | 
Missions. Its relevancy to our times and j 
our Christian mission is a continual chai- I 
lenge, inspiration and blessing. In its | 
searching examination of the current scene : 
and its faithfulness to the Christian vision, i 
it combines the attributes of the electronic 
miscroscope and the most sensitive tele­
scope. ...

I have heard only one criticism in many 
months. When in Miami, I overheard one 
man say, “I wish I could pick up HOME | 
MISSIONS one time when it wasn’t point­
ing out where Southern Baptists are failing 
and trying to tell them what they ought to 
do.” Since I consider this one aspect ot 
the magazine's purpose, this statement is i 
indicative of a large measure of success. ;

A. Jase Jones 
Kansas City, Mo.

• ... a note of deep thanks. . . 
Through these past months I’ve had deep I 
appreciation for you and your staff and r 
what you are seeking to do through this t 
magazine. The thing that struck me most ■ 
about this particular issue was the whole- , 
some, constructive way you presented this 
extremely relevant material. I never sensed I 
that you were seeking to operate outside | 
the framework of our church structure noi | 
did I sense that you were seeking to blast I 
the church. I genuinely felt the realistic g 
frustration of presenting to us o the I 
church a timely, arresting and ac irate » 
portrayal of what is happening in o r so­
ciety. Thank you for bringing us ' -idh 
into the present tense of life and nu 'ion I

Bill Amos 
Louisville, Ky.

• After carefully reading last n> nths 
expose on the sex revolution I tho -nt i 
better drop you a note and let you no 
I thought it was terrific. I imagine y< win 
be bombarded with scathing letter- from 
all over the country ripping you at y«“| 
staff apart. I am looking forward ■ incl 
next edition. I admire your courag- I

Gregory Wai >tt j
* Canoga Park. *!>*■ I

• It sure beats all, some of the hings 
you fellers print in that magazine of ourn. 
They say you can’t teach old do

continued on /■ V ”

Home Miss; >ns

NOV. 1: Samuel Ganaway, Illi­
nois, navy; NOV. 3: George A. 
Canzoneri, Florida, institutional; 
Harold Leon Mills, Texas, army; 
Thomas R. Thompson, New York, 
army; NOV. 4: Harland R. Getts, 
District of Columbia, air force; 
Claude E. Moorefield, Tennessee, 
army; NOV 5: Harold A. David­
son, Alabama, industrial; James L. 
Hudgins, South Carolina, institu­
tional; August C. Kilpatrick, South 
Carolina, air force; Charles M. 
Massey Jr., Georgia, army; E.P. 
Weaver, Missouri, institutional; 
Marion C. Whitmire, South Caro­
lina, army.

NOV. 6: David S. Hunsicker, 
Missouri, navy; Luther R. McCul- 
lin, Louisiana, army; Carmah C. 
Underwood, Arkansas, army; NOV. 
7: Gene M. Little, Missouri, army; 
Roy A. Propst Jr., North Carolina, 
navy; NOV. 8: Garth E. Long, Vir­
ginia, navy; Harold A. Shoulders, 
Tennessee, navy; Jerry R. Smith, 
Georgia, navy; John W. Ware, 
Texas, Southern Baptist hospital; 
NOV. 9: Clyde M. Northrop III, 
Arkansas, army; NOV. 10: Carl W. 
Flick, Virginia, navy.

NOV. 12: Earl L. Boyette, Flori­
da, navy; NOV. 13: David P. By­
ram, Oklahoma, air force; Blanche 
Joe Dier Jr., Louisiana, air force; 
Reuben V. Johnson, Georgia, in- 
titutional; NOV. 14: Arthur T. En­
gel), Mississippi, air force; Kenneth 
O. Pyle, Kentucky, institutional; 
NOV. 15: Max A. Eller, North 
Carolina, navy; Clyde M. Johnston, 
Texas, institutional; Wayne C. 
King, Oklahoma, army.

NOV. 16: Robert S. Brinkley, 
Louisiana, institutional; Lee A. 
Smith, North Carolina, army; 
NOV. 17: Frederick W. Love, West 
Virginia, navy; NOV. 18: George 
W. Foshee Jr., Alabama, army;
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Marlin B. Morris, Texas, air force; 
NOV. 19: Robert M. Cash, Geor- 
g i a , Veterans’ Administration 
(V.A.) hospital; Ernest G. Evans, 
Louisiana, army; Elgin Last, Mis­
souri, hospital; Alfred H. Senter, 
Tennessee, army; Lewie H. Miller, 
South Carolina, air force; NOV. 20. 
William K. Bean, Virginia, V.A. 
hospital; Robert D. Daniell, Ala­
bama, army; Asa E. Hunt III, Cali­
fornia, air force; Walter L. Phillips, 
Arkansas, army.

NOV. 21: Andy Miles, Georgia, 
institutional; NOV. 22: Ralph R. 
Arms, Tennessee, army; J. S. For­
rester, Alabama, army; Willis L. 
Murdaugh Jr., Missouri, army; 
James F. Pulley Jr., North Caro­
lina, army; NOV. 23: Richard M. 
Betts, Oklahoma, army; Finley 
Sizemore, Tennessee, hospital; 
Douglas H. Sowards, Kentucky, 
army; William’ T. Vest, Virginia, 
navy; NOV. 24: Darris Y. Bing­
ham, North Carolina, air force; 
Edward R. Dowdy Jr., Virginia 
V.A. hospital; Billy J. Jones, Mis­
sissippi, air force; Dewey V. Page, 
North Carolina, navy; NOV. 25: 
George K. Crosby, Mississippi, air 
force; Anderson |C. Hicks, New 
Mexico, V.A. hospital; Bobby W. 
Myatt, Texas, navy; John D. Rag­
land, Virginia, navy.

NOV. 26: Billy R. Lord, Texas, 
army; Donald R. Smith, Indiana, 
air force; Hoyt W. Swann, Ala­
bama, navy; NOV. 27: William C. 
Mays, Tennessee, Southern Baptist 
hospital; Melvin T. Sims Jr., Mis­
sissippi, air force; Clifford B- Cole­
man, Kentucky, navy; NOV. 28: 
Lucius M. Johnson, Georgia, army; 
NOV. 29: Dalton H. Barnes, Ar­
kansas, army; NOV. 30: Alpha A. 
Farrown, Oklahoma, army; William 
F. Montgomery. Arkansas, air 
force; Ben S. Price, Texas, army.

MAIL TO—
Bill Landers, Administrator 
Colorado Baptist General 

Convention
P. O. Drawer 22005 

Denver, Colorado 80222

Nime

Street _

City

Planned Cities
(are next)

How to Face

Troubles
A Search 

For Strength 
sr 

H. C. Brown, Jr.

over death, and a husband’s ensuing search 
for victory over death in life. While this is ;)n 
account of the suffering and tragedy thtjt 
culminated in Mrs. Broun's untimely death, 
this book clearly fulfills the hope of its title. 
Everyone faces some kind of trouble sooner 
or later. And the questions that come with 
trouble: Why did this happen to me? What 
do I do now ?

Ihor writes with sincere emotion but not sen­
timentality about his need lor strength in 
facing his personal loss. A significant clue to 
specific means of gaining strength in suffering.

$2.50 a, Baptist Book Stores

WORD books
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VERY SMALL POCKET BIBLESLARGE TYPE IN A 
SMALL CONCORDANCE BIBLE

for Christmas

WHITE 

BIBLES

PUBLISHED BY

COLUNS CLEAR TYPE PRESS 
ORDER FROM YOUR

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
Serving your stale, district or association

Fits the palm of your hand. These minia­
ture editions are the smallest readable 
pocket Bibles made. Printed on India pa­
per. Page size 4% x 3 inches.
889—Lmheroid, flexible semi-ov^rlapping 
covers, gold edges, boxed........... /..... $4.00
Z889—As 889 with zipper..................... $5.00
891—Genuine Leather, flexible semi-over- 
lapping covers, gold edges, boxed..... $5.00

ILLUSTRATED RED LETTER
BIBLES with CONCORDANCE 

Family Record

3B91X—FRENCH MOROCCO LEATHER, flex­
ible semi-overlapping covers, fabricoid lin­
ings, gold edges, boxed........................$8.75
3898X—GOATSKIN, fine grain, soft flexible 
semi-overlapping covers, simulated leather 
lining, gold edges, boxed...................$10.50
Thumb Index................................ $1.75 extra

Spaciman of Typa ----------------
THE Lord is my shepherd; I shall 

not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.________________ _______
590RL—Genuine Leather, flexible semi-over­
lapping covers, gold edges, boxed.....$7.25
R590RL—Same in RED leather...........$7.25
With Thumb Index................................ -W-OO

The perfect small Bible for teachers and 
students, slim and compact for easy carry­
ing, yet printed in bold blackface brevier 
type for comfortable reading (self-pronoun­
cing text).
----------------  Specimen of Type -----------------

and SiMSn: but they came with 
one accord to him, and. having 
made Blas^tus the tana’s cham-

----------- Spacimart of Typa 1 - 
of the lind. and all the fruitof th* 
trees which ihe hail had left: and 
there remained not any green thing

Bridal edition with presentation page, 
marriage certificate and family record 
in lovely color. New Ruby type, colored 
maps. Size 5% x 3% inches. Also used 
for baptisms, graduations, and other 
special occasions.
W1301MC—Pure white washable Leath- 
eroid, flexible covers, gold edges, white 
silk ribbon marker, boxed.............. $3.75
W1304MC—Same with silver edges $3.75

Marvelous type, amazingly easy 
to read. Self-pronouncing. Simple 
aids and visual aids to the un­
derstanding of the Bible. Fout 
pages In color showing plants, 
animals, and interesting Items 
used In Biblical times. Biblical 
time chart, in color. Color maps 
with historical notations. Sim­
plified subject index, fifteen 
gorgeous full color photographs 
of the Holy Land as It looks 
today. Concordance, family rec­
ord and presentation page. All 
the words of Christ In red. Size 
7H x 4% In. Only 1 Inch thick

LETTERS
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tricks but you fellers are sure tryin’ har 
to change folks’ ways of lookin' at thing 
Now you take all that plain talk aboi 
sex you had in September. I reckon y< 
stirred up a hornet’s nest by meddlin' 
that bucket of worms. I hope your ma 
man has some asbestos gloves because h< 
goin’ to need ’em to handle all the hot ma 

But, jest like I said to Maw, danged 
I don’t think you fellers are on the rip 
track. It’s about time we stopped fibbi 
to our young'uns about the birds and V 
bees and got down to the real nitty-gritt 
Some of us old codgers are pretty set 
our ways and hard to change, but I recko 
we don't have no corner on always beii 
right. They say that wine is the only thin, 
that improves with age—but bein’ a Bar 
tist I wouldn’t know for sure.

Yours till the cows come hom< 
Elmer Hayseed.
(Name withheld on request.)

HOME MISSIONS consistently su« 
coeds in bringing before its readers timeh 
topics calculated to make each one review 
his involvement in the human predictmen:

There are two comments I would like io 
make. . . - First, I agree with Malcolm 
Boyd's belief that morality has a wider 
base than just sexual mores. For example, 
some of the attitudes displayed toward 
minority groups by many of our church 
stalwarts are highly immoral in my esti­
mation. Also, I would similarily classify 
much of our prosecution of the war in 
Vietnam.

Secondly. Mace discussed the negative 
attitudes of Luther and Calvin toward sex. 
implying that part of our restrictive out­
look has been shaped by their warped 
views. I think he should have gone farther 
and included Paul. It seems to me that 
Paul had an extremely narrow outlook on 
sex, womanhood and marriage—summed 
up in his brash pronouncement “it is 
better to marry than to burn.” I doubt if 
the old saw “marriages are made in 
heaven” would include Paul's concept of 
a marriage of convenience primarily to 
satisfy one’s sexual lust.

Werth Eden 
Silver Spring, Md.

• I am greatly impressed. . . .You are 
to be congratulated. . . .

Ray Milligan 
Slidell, Tex.

the article by David R. 
say I cannot feel ihis 

oiuvm. any contribution to the
propagation of the Kingdom of God on 
earth. In fact, one of the statement' in

• I have read 
Mace and must 
article has made

this article sounds more like common 
street talk. I am referring to the statement: 
"So that now, far from the woman being 
a poor performer sexually, the grim ti'itn 
with which we are confronted as mai< is 
that the average woman functioning ’ >r- 
mally can outperform the average 
any day." *

I would appreciate more articles de;>. ng 
with the progress of the gospel in ’ur 
Home Mission territory, and also the n eo 
of the gospel in this same area, and ne 
efforts being made by Southern Bap ds 
to meet these needs.

L. J. Keels 
Ocala, Fla.

Home Missions

Personalized Gift
For the Family

For the Pastor

full-page pictures. $4-95

$2.95groups.

what makes a good marriage. $3

men today. $2.50

For Young People

For Children $2.50ing of friendship.

For Adults

$3.25tions, study aids.
$3.95church. Ages 10-up.

$2.75c uld. Ages 8-12.

Order from your Baptist Book Store

YOUNG READERS BOOK OF CHRISTIAN 
SYMBOLISM by Michael Daves; illus- 
t ated by Gordon Laite. History of the 
uses of symbols in the Protestant

SUNRISE TO STARLIGHT compiled by 
May Detherage. A deluxe new gift book 
of prose and poetry. Bound in green 
Kivar kidskin with gold cord tie. 30

ALL DAFFODILS ARE DAFFY by Jane 
Merchant; illustrated by Marlene Rik- 
a -d. A collection of poetry, both humor­
ous and sober, that appeals to the

HANDBOOK OF DENOMINATIONS IN 
THE UNITED STATES edited by Frank 
S. Mead. History, doctrines, and pres­
ent status of more than 250 religious

MEDITATIONS FOR SERVICEMEN by 
William E. Parsons, Jr. Eighty deeply 
devotional meditations that speak to a 
variety of problems faced by service-

THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON AN­
NUAL-1968 edited by Horace R. 
Weaver; lesson analysis by Charles M. 
Laymon. Text of the lessons, explana-

LETTERS TO KAREN by Charlie W. 
Shedd. Warm, realistic letters from a 
minister-counselor to his daughter on

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP by Walter L. 
Cook. Forty well-rounded devotions will 
help every Christian'realize the mean-

THE LORD'S PRAYER by Ralph W. 
Sockman. Interpretative words and pic­
tures examine the deeper meanings of 
the Lord's Prayer. A treasured gift.

Illustrated, $1.50

FUN FOR THE FAMILY by Harry D. 
Edgren. Exciting suggestions for lei­
sure-time activities that will appeal to 
the interests of every family.

Paper, $1.45

I LOVE YOU, MARY JANE written and 
illustrated by Lorna Balian. Mary Jane's 
l aving an unusual birthday party, and 
everyone's invited. Ages 4-7. $2.75

Give a

Christian

HOW THE LITTLEST CHERUB WAS 
LATE FOR CHRISTMAS by Minton C. 
Johnston. A memorable Christmas 
story written for adults, it can also be 
read and explained to children.

Illustrated, $2.95

THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE. This most 
comprehensive commentary includes 
KJV and RSV text, introductions, and 
maps. Bound in dark blue cloth. Each 
vol., $8.75; 12-vol. set, $89.50; deluxe 
leather edition (sets only), $199.50

THE INTERPRETER S DICTIONARY OF 
THE BIBLE. An illustrated biblical en­
cyclopedia with every person in the 
Bible; every town and region; plant and 
animal. More than 1,000 black-and- 
white pictures and 56 pages of full­
color illustrations and maps.

4-vol. set, $45
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