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LETTERS
From Our Readers

“Should I Leave?”
I am surprised and gratified that your 

magazines facing squarely the issues fac­
ing the/church. I applaud your work and 
congratulate you on your achievement.

Before reading your magazine and hear­
ing about the new trends of the Home 
MissionMtoard, I just about had despaired 
of anything-relevant coming from my de­
nomination—with the notable exception of 
the Christian Life Commission. I am and 
have been disappointed deeply about the 
church’s provincialism, legalism, organiza- 
tionalism, discrimination, and silence on 
the crucial issues facing young people 
today—sex, war, political involvement, 
race, etc. Baptists have written some good 
books, and the Christian Life Commission 
has attempted to lead in this held; but 
this has been too little, too late. And now, 
your magazine has entered the battle to 
update the Baptist church. Congratulations. 
But ore you a light portending change, or 
are you a voice crying vainly in the wilder­
ness? Will the grass roots level ever emerge 
from the dark ages of. intolerance, igno­
rance and irrelevance? Will it modernize 
quickly enough, or will history continue 
to outrun and bypass it as an automobile 
does a horse? My experience in Southern 
Raptist churches discourages an optimistic 
view of future change. Baptists are too 
concerned with proseletizing, building, rais­
ing money and enjoying “Christian fellow­
ship" to care about the needs of the world. 
Oh, how tempted I am to leave such a 
church! I sometimes think I could live my 
faith more unequivocally if I left the 
church and worked through secular organ­
izations that are fighting the battles from 
which the church timidly retreats.

Thus far, however, my debt to the 
church holds me and prevents my rebel­
lion. You see, I learned to love in the 
church. I learned about Jesus Christ in 
the church. I found meaning in the church. 
For that I am eternally grateful. Because 
of that. I shall not leave the church unless 
I lose all hope of the church changing from 
an irrelevant social club to a dynamic, 
prophetic instrument of God's will. Can 
one man hope to work from within effec­
tively to help renew the church, or must 
he leave the church in order to set a 
Christian example for the church to follow 
(or to ignore)? Is there hope for the 
church? A summer spent in Chicago con­
vinced me that time is running out, espe­
cially for the crucial issue of the church 
and race. I have no time to waste in 
indecision.

What should I do? Should I leave the 
church, should I remain in the church, or 
should I take a leave of absence for a few 
years to discover what I can do outside 
the church? Or is there a better alternative?

• Name withheld on request
EDITOR’S NOTE: Your questions indict 
those of us in the ministry, and this in 
turn indicts the denomination for holding 
up as successes only those who succeed in 
building institutions or creating Christian 
fellowships to the neglect of people in 
need. It is not that our people are so much 
hypocritical as they are morally asleep.

Many of our ministers have left the church 
as a vocation and are working through 
secular vocations, “fighting the battles from 
which the church timidly retreats.” Could 
this not be God’s way of accomplishing 
what he wants done when churches fail to 
do it? However, most of us must stay 
within the church and bold up truly Chris­
tian ideals in order that we might move 
toward them. For as you write, “Here I 
learned to love. I learned about Jesus 
Christ in the church. I found meaning in 
the church.” In a way your letter tends to 
answer itself; but at the same time you 
epitomize the struggle that must take place 
within the church if it is to become a 
dynamic, prophetic instrument for Christ 
in our time.

Help on Obscenity
The Brotherhood of the Alberta Baptist 

Church is currently working to do what 
we can concerning obscene matter being 
published and on our newsstands. I found 
the September issue of considerable interest 
in that I feel the matter presented there 
will be of help to our committee in under­
standing more of the underlying problems 
which face us.

Coy B. Wood 
Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Pastor Encouraged
As I turned the las| page and saw the 

new appointees listed, it encouraged me 
again to know that God still is calling 
others to this demanding task of home 
missions.

David Bunch
Sioux Falls, S. D.

Plum Disgusted
I am disgusted with the articles you 

wrote on sex. It seems to be encouraging 
sex relations outside jnarriage. Makes one 
ashamed she is a woman. Are people be­
coming as low as animals? People are say­
ing just so they are sweethearts—sex rela­
tions are O.K. You advise use of pills to 
unmarried young folks. (You misread the 
articles.—Ed.) A decent girl has a poor 
chance getting a life mate. Where are the 
mothers? They are the ones to teach their 
children. Young folks should be taught 
what leads up to immorals, such as the 
way they dress, dance, etc. Our Baptist 
churches used to be cleaned up. What has 
gone wrong? Most of our ministers leave 
out our doctrine that used to be preached 
from the pulpit. Why supply it with sex? 
Teachers of our schools would teach all 
kinds of sex. I say don’t take our home 
responsibility away, and get back to our 
spirit-filled Baptist churches. Your editor's 
notes seem to try to smooth things over. 
I used to think no paper better than our 
little mission paper. But count me out, now 
that such articles are written.

Plum disgusted, 
Mrs. L. B. Stiner 
Ridgeway, Mo.

• Thank you for the powerful, reveal­
ing, and helpful magazine and textbook 
that Home Missions has become.

Let me especially commend David M e 
and his work on the sexual revolut' i.

Home Missions is beginning to have : -e 
style and content of a surgical opera! g 
room of the spirit. I pray that it may c 
a tool in the hand of God to reshape > t 
sick spirit into a healthy, Christ-glorify g 
body of believers.

Gary Carpenter 
Hammond, Ind.

Likes Editor’s Notes
Home Missions is just about the most 

talked about SBC piece of literature O'er 
here. We all especially like your willing­
ness to use the “Editor's Note” interspersed 
among the “Letters from Our Reader.’’ 
They are often excellent explanations and 
clarify issues. I am not sure all the reader­
ship is mature as yet . . . but I believe 
some more are on the way.

Paul Crandall 
Richmond, Va.

Shaking Foundations
Congratulations on your very excel­

lent October issue. Your presentation of 
the Alaskan earthquake-flood disaster gi\es 
our people a view to back up our need 
of compassion.

Dr. Webber’s incisive probe to, “discover 
new wineskins,” will shake some founda­
tions; but tend to give evidence of some 
answers to our “simmering, slumbering" 
city churches.

David R. Mace's daring conclusion to 
"the new morality," proves to be very 
worthwhile and understandable.

Thank God for HOME MISSIONS' ef­
forts in relevant renewal!

Ercil L. Barker 
Louisville, Ky.

• How refreshing it is—at long last—to 
read an official SBC publication which con­
tinues month after month with articles that 
come to grip with some of the “gut” issues 
of our age of crisis.

When secular publications ask searching, 
probing questions of today’s churches, as 
does Harper’s, (GOD IS RICH—How the 
churches are growing more affluent at ihe 
expense of the American taxpayer—<'cl 
’67) it is good to read as a counterweight: 
Discovering New Wineskins—How can 
faith find the appropriate forms for he 
life our our day?

Francis E. Stev. srt 
Statesville, N. C.

• For some time I had hoped that he 
Christian Life Commission might pul <sh 
a journal in order to more effech ely 
broaden its excellent approach to the p »b- 
lems of our day.

I believe that HOME MISsRJNS is per­
forming this function admirably. The ti­
des by George Webber and David ' >ce 
in die October issue were unusually r’ne" 
t rating.

Good luck on your campaign to -pen 
the minds of those whose view of C! ris- 
tianity is pathetically limited.

Kenneth Phiffr 
Rockville, Md. 

genuine Baptists?
You stated in your "Letters" column 

•if October that there are “outstanding 
■baptists’’ in the poverty war leadership. 
Who? I know of some who belong to 
Baptist churches, but Baptists? No. Per- 
laps there are some, but unknown to me. 

These “Baptists" willing to take public 
tunds for church schools, etc., just don’t 
iate as genuine Baptists in my book.

J. Paul Palmer 
El Dorado, Ark.

Keep On Hitting
It is likely that no human could fill 

a publication such as ours and not have 
some disagreement. If such were the case 
then the magazine is not doing its job. 
Keep on hitting where it hurts and we’ll 
keep on flinching and come up being better 
people for having been hit. And when you 
hit me I shall not ask for your resignation.

We Baptist people have placed our trust 
in too many big and pretty church build­
ings. I think the time will come when we 
shall have fewer "temples" and will go out 
into the world TWO by TWO and meet 
people where they are and perhaps the 
church will consist of 13 people or 107 
people who meet in homes or caves or on 
the hillside near the sea. We will not have 
to vote on whether or not we shall hire a 
full-time music man. We shall be a church 
in the true sense of the New Testament 
meaning and not a political religious group 
who meets in an expensive building which 
is called the church.

So many things we do in church are 
not really worshipful. They are not in 
keeping with upholding Christ.

It is true that much if not most of the 
strife caused between the races can be 
traced right back to the church and our 
limited narrow concept of brotherhood 
under God.

Alden A. Scogcin 
Lexington, Ky.

• To my knowledge this is the first 
letter I have ever written to the personnel 
of any of our Baptist publications, but I 
feel that you would want to know how 
well your publication is received among 
ministers and laymen in this area of west­
ern North Carolina. Without exaggeration 
many of us recognize that the whole tone, 
attitude and coverage of HOME MISSIONS 
is as different as day from night in com- 
p: rison with previous years.

You may be familiar with Dr. Samuel 
H Il’s publication titled Southern Churches 
bi Crisis. This revealing work was recently 
th: subject of a Friends of the Library 
di cussion in Black Mountain. A widely 
re presented group discussed the conclusions 
of Dr. Hill with objectivity and without 
re .rimination. You may be interested to 
kr ow that more than once your magazine 
W: s mentioned as the best illustration 
ar.tong Southern Baptist publications of 
th; “new life” and relevance that is being 
breathed into our denomination.

In the spirit of your editorial titled “A 
M iture Readership" in the Oct., 1967, 

issue, may I join countless others to thank 
you for your own mature and most cou­
rageous endeavor to help us become aware 
not only of our own potential but of 
the work of Christians and our critics 
throughout the world.

Vernon E. Wall, Jr. 
Black Mountain, N. C.

• May I express the gratitude of a 
college student. The work you, Dallas Lee, 
Sue Brooks and Don Rutledge, are doing 
is considered refreshing by not only this 
writer but numerous other students. We 
have waited long for an intellectual ap­
proach to contemporary issues with Chris­
tian principles applied to those issues. The 
HOME MISSIONS is rapidly approaching 
this criteria. For this you deserve our 
respect and commendation. It is a new 
and encouraging day when it is possible 
to recommend one of our Baptist publica­
tions to an inquisitive college student.

David Moseley 
Salem, Ore.

• I am most grateful that the magazine 
is adding Southern Baptist chaplains to 
the birthday prayer list. This need has 
existed for years and requests have been 
made verbally to different areas of our 
denomination previously to no avail.

Thank you for this new interest and the 
spiritual undergirding this prayer calendar 
will invoke on behalf of all chaplains.

J. A. S. Fisher
U.S. Navy Chaplain

• On behalf of the membership of the 
Louisville Baptist Social Service Associa­
tion, I should like to take this opportunity 
to express to you and to the other mem­
bers of your staff our deep appreciation 
and support for the outstanding issues in 
recent months.

We recognize that you have been the 
leading voice of Southern Baptists in sen­
sitizing our denomination to some of the 
most crucial and relevant issues facing 
Baptists todayj The range and depth of 
coverage has Been excellent.

We are aware of the repercussions this 
has created. No doubt there are those who 
resist change and disapprove highly of the 
direction you are going and the content 
you are providing. It is unfortunate that 
those who approve that which is innovative 
often fail to express themselves as en­
thusiastically.

Our organization is composed of more 
than 75 dedicated Christians working in 
more than two dozen secular and denom­
inational programs of social service in the 
Louisville area. Your magazine is con­
cerned and has dealt with the basic issues 
of life and contemporary society that we 
face daily. We are happy to have this op­
portunity to share with you our apprecia­
tion and support for your fine efforts.

Lowel F. Lawson 
Louisville, Ky.

• Thank you for editing one of the 
finest and most helpful magazines that I 
receive.

Meredith Hair 
Colmesneil, Tex.
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EDITORIALS ENCOUNTER
by Walker L. Knight

Global Village 
or Spaceship?

by Kenneth Day

Vacation with a 
Mission in Mind

^Jew terminology which freshens our 
thinking and bends it toward a world 
view comes from Marshall McLuhan 
and Kenneth Boulding. McLuhan, the 
communications philosopher, says we 
have restored the village, only this time 
it is a “global village,” created by elec­
tronics. Boulding, an economist, asks 
that we visualize the earth as a “small, 
rather crowded spaceship, destination 
unknown,” hurtling through space.

If this is spaceship earth, linked in 
faq^to-face instant communication, one 
sees more clearly the threat of over­
population, of war, of famine, of pollu­
tion, of ignorance and of irreligion. And 
how small this spaceship has become! 
Men spend a working day 1,000 miles 
from home but never miss a night’s rest 
in their own beds! How great is its 
promise! The control systems of cyber­
netics offer to make it possible for man 
to spend his hours doing what he wants 
to do and to develop a society of 
abundance and affluence. Some say man 
now has the ability and power to create 
anything he can define, to automate any 
task he can describe. But with every 
promise there is a veiled threat: that 
free time will be meaningless, that afflu­
ence will deaden our sensibilities, and 
that we will be unable to define goals 
toward which to develop our society.

Boulding says, “We can already per­
ceive a situation in which we can 
indulge in lechery without fear of phys­
iological consequences, either in preg­
nancy or disease; we can indulge in 
gluttony without getting fat (no-calorie 
food must be just around the corner) 
and in drunkenness without getting any 
hangovers; in avarice without restricting 
our consumption; in sloth without get­
ting poor; in anger without getting into 
trouble. There will be no occasion for 
envy, when everyone can get all he 
wants; and the whole system, of course, 
will be able to indulge in pride without 
even a fall. The fear of earthly con­
sequences, therefore, largely disappears 
as a motivation toward what has hither­

to been regarded as virtue. In the devel­
oped society it is the pure heart or 
nothing.”

There is yet another vast field into 
which man is entering—that of genetics, 
and the psychocivilization. Present ex­
periments led by Jose M. R. Delgado 
at Yale indicate that the mind can 
be changed, inhibited or modified by 
electrical stimulation. He makes the 
statement that “by using technology to 
discover and release man’s mental pow­
ers, we could create a psychocivilized 
society in which emotional and behav­
ioral imprinting would be intelligently 
planned.” Others say man soon will be 
able to control genetically some of his 
characteristics.

Some would say we must not use such 
discoveries—they hold too much danger 
of a few controlling the many, but "his­
tory proves that when technology has 
been available, it has been used and 
developed regardless of possible dangers 
or moral issues."

So, against the backdrop of this type 
of thinking for the future we must place 
our present-day society that is wrestling 
with population control, with famine 
and poverty, with war and peace, and 
with massive urbanization where a rural 
people suddenly are faced with prob­
lems they are not equipped to meet

What are the ethical values, the hu­
man values, the moral problems po>ed 
by such discoveries, such thinking? Xs 
Theodosius Dobzhansky says, “Sck 'ice 
as such is not directly concerned "'ith 
values or ethics. Science discovers v at 
exists, rather than what ought to ne. 
Science and technology create new v ie 
problems or make the perennial p b- 
lems appear in new light.”

Man is entering an era when de te 
will rage on the value systems requ. -d 
to liv^ in a technological age, nd 
Christians must both understand the .-je 
and develop a style of living that -'ill 
enable its laymen to wrestle hone :ly 
and intelligently with the decisions tney 
will face. ■

Editor’s note: Kenneth Day, secretary 
of the Department of Missionary Edu­
cation, begins in this issue a monthly 
column in which he will report on en­
counters with missionaries, missionary 
churches and laymen on mission. He 
will write of one to four incidents of 
mission involvement. In titling the col­
umn, we struggled and finally overcame 
the impulse to put Day against Knight, 
settling on the single word, ENCOUN­
TER. If you have subject ideas for the 
column, write Mr. Day.

Dentist C. E. Parker of Murray, Ky. 

recently took his family on a Caribbean 
vacation—to beautiful Puerto Rico. The 
family will remember this change of 
pace for years—as will the good doctor, 
but for altogether different reasons. You 
see, the only vacation-like-thing coming 
from these three weeks to Dr. Parker 
was the rash of bills, which are part and 
parcel of any such diversion. For the 
doctor, ocean beaches and Caribbean 
sunshine gave way to fillings and ex­
tractions. In three short weeks he treated 
more than 400 persons—filling cavities 
for more than 150 and extracting teeth 
for another 250.

Nor was this a new experience for 
this Kentucky dentist. He has taken 
such "vacations” to remote stations in 
Mexico, Costa Rica and Guatemala. 
This is the way his most recent vaca­
tion went.

Within three hours after arriving in 
Aguadilla, Dr. Parker saw his first pa­
tient. For the next three weeks he fol­
ic wed a schedule like no schedule he 
e'er had known in his office back in 
Murray. The whole time he spent in 
P lerto Rico was characterized by the 
la >t three days of his mission, when he 
sfent more than 40 hours on his feet 
tr -ing to attend to all who crowded into 
h;» makeshift clinics. Dental fees are 
much higher in Puerto Rico than in the 
United States and the ordinary laboring 
min (whose income is less than half 
that of his United States counterpart), 
is unable to have needed work done, 
except in emergencies.

Dr. Parker’s dental chair consisted of 
an old ironing board and a few mattress 
covers folded to form a cushion. In his 
portable clinic (purchased at his own 
expense) was to be found all the in­
struments necessary to perform basic 
oral surgery. A 12x10x15-inch box 
powered by either a carbon dioxide 
tank or portable air compressor pro­
vided the latest “high speed" equipment 
for drilling and polishing. (Incidentally. 
Dr. Parker is anxious that this equip­
ment be used. Other than the three or 
four weeks he uses it each year, it is 
available to other dentists who, for a 
time, would be medical missionaries.)

His assistant during the three weeks 
w^s area missionary Mack Adams, 
whose seminary training failed to in­
clude a course in dental surgery, but 
who quickly learned his routine. Before 
the weeks had ended Adams was able 
to assist in the most nauseating root 
extractions without deserting his post.

Eurston Rollins, pastor of the Borin- 
quen Baptist Church in Aguadilla, set 
up seven such clinics in western Puerto 
Rico and coordinated the entire effort. 
In most cases churches and missions 
provided accommodations for the make­
shift offices. Thd nursery department in 
one church was used because of the 
availability of water and lavatory. In 
one instance the clinic was set up on 
the front porch of a church member’s 
home. Instruments were sterilized by 
boiling them in available cooking uten­
sils. Mrs. Parker and the two children 
(13-year-old daughter and 11-year-old 
son) often assisted with this chore, as 
well as making ready supplies and 
equipment.

Most of the patients were young peo­
ple who suffered from badly decaying 
front teeth. Synthetic porcelain replaced 
ugly, half-rotten teeth and gave to many 
young boys and girls a completely dif­
ferent personality. And while doing a 
service to both person and personality, 
the brief appointments provided Dr. 
Parker and the local missionaries with 
an opportunity to witness.

While he gently did his work (only 
six of seven children were reported to 
have cried), he spoke to his patients 
about Christ. After all, this was the 
basic interest which had brought him 
there. Mack Adams translated the doc­
tor’s witness into Spanish, the language 
of the patient. Before leaving the clinic, 
patients were given gospel tracts. Scrip­
ture portions, and in some instances a 
New Testament.

No doubt the doctor returned to his 
practice in Murray a tired man, but 
who would question—a better man, a 
happier man. He had shared with others 
—both from his heart and from his 
hand—what God had freely given him. 
Nor is this the last of such ventures for 
this family. They intend? to give time 
each year to others areas, where need 
exists and opportunity to bear a Chris­
tian witness is found.

Two things are significant about this 
vacation. First, none who came for den­
tal treatment can ever doubt the Chris­
tian witness of this doctor. People ex­
pect missionaries and preachers to 
preach, but here is a layman who comes 
at his own expense simply to help where 
he is able to help and while doing so 
tells men that Christ loves them. And 
based on his charitable example the like­
lihood is that many believed his witness.

Secondly, there must be thousands of 
Dr. Parkers who have much to offer 
needy persons and whose lives would 
take on new meaning by just such an 
experience. Not all these Dr. Parkers 
are dentists, though some are. Others 
are medical doctors, nurses, teachers, 
carpenters, plumbers and others. And 
the usual vacations which most of these 
plan annually are probably about as 
tiring as a marine obstacle course, as 
costly as the national space program, 
and as satisfying as black and white re­
runs on color T.V. Could I suggest to 
these one daring venture into some mis­
sion field of America next summer? ■

(If you will write Warren Woolf. Home 
Mission Board, 161 Spring St., N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303, he will tell you 
of needs and opportunties during 1968.)
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THE EXECUTIVE’S WORD

By Arthur B. Rutledge 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

The Matchless Gift

Christmas reminds us again that the 

Christian faith centers in a person. Our 
hope is not built upon a philosophy or 
a theology, a morality or a ritual, but 
upon Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of 
the living God, who came into the 
world for our redemption.

The New Testament describes his 
coming.in many ways. In the profound 
first'Chapter of the Gospel of John we 
read, “And the Word (God’s eternal 
Sqh) became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth . . (John 1:14 
RSV). The apostle Paul wrote: “But 
when the time had fully come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons" (Gal. 4:4 
RSV). The apostle Peter explained: “It 
is true that God chose him to fulfill his 
part before the world was founded, but 
it was for your benefit that he was re­
vealed in these last days" (I Peter 1:20 
Phillips).

In many ways the churches seek to 
keep their eyes on Jesus. In the Lord’s 
Supper we memorialize his death on 
our behalf, against the background of 
his resurrection and promised return. In 
baptism we picture his burial and vic­
tory over death. At Easter we pay high 
tribute to his rising from the dead, and 
own him as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. At Christmastime we commemo­
rate the supernatural birth of Jesus, as 
God invaded the human scene in the 
form of a man.

In our day, however, and sometimes 
from within the Christian fellowship, 
skeptical voices have been raised. A 
secularized Christianity, which comes 
perilously close to being no Christianity 
at all, is visible at times on the printed 
page, in the pulpit and in Christian con­
ferences. A redefinition of evangelism,
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with major attention to the structure of 
society rather than to the transformation 
of human lives through the power of 
Christ, is heralded. A vocal and vigor­
ous humanism thus is asserting itself.

If the gospel has become obsolete 
and devoid of power we ought to rec- 
ogniz^this fact and adjust to it. If the 
gospel is valid today, andlfif Christ is 
still the world’s only Saviour, then we 
must not allow the cynics and skeptics, 
whether from within or without the 
Christian fold, to intimidate us.

For the past two decades we have 
witnessed and been a part of unbeliev­
able change. Present-day adults have 
seen dramatic transformation in the 
fields of communications and travel, 
electronics and automation, medicine 
and education, industrialization and ur­
banization. These giant leaps forward 
have enhanced man’s learning and en­
larged his exposure to the rest of the 
world. Submerged aspirations of nations 
and of minority groups have come to 
the surface. Such changes require Chris­
tians to reevaluate our task and the 
manner in which the gospel is to be 
presented.

Has the gospel changed? No, the 
gospel is still "the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” 
(Rom. 1:16). Contemporary thought 
forms must be recognized, and current 
problems must be considered. New 
methods of communicating the gospel 
must be developed. This the Home 
Mission Board is constantly trying to 
do, through initiation of appropriate 
new ministries and the enlargement and 
redirection of older programs and min­
istries. But the gospel we share is the 
same gospel which devout Christians of 
past centuries have proclaimed.

I can remember the neighborhood 
grocery store of my childhood. Beans 

and rice, for example, were stored in 
large bins, and the grocer scooped out 
the amount ordered and placed it in a 
brown paper bag. In this sophisticated 
day most of our foods are prepackaged, 
and this is a great improvement. But 
the beans and rice in the plastic-covered, 
multicolored, attractively printed pack­
age are the same foods that we once 
bought in a plain paper bag. Just so, 
new methods of distribution of the gos­
pel surely are needed, but the content of 
the gospel is unchanged.

The annual Week of Prayer for For­
eign Missions comes in early December. 
The week's theme (“Life Through His 
Name"), scripture (John 2O;31) and 
hymn (“All Hail the Power of Jesus' 
Name”) affirm our continuing faith in 
the Christ of Christmas as God and 
Saviour, Lord and Leader. Indeed 
"we've a story to tell to the nations." 
That story is still true. God is still at 
work in the world, drawing men to him­
self through Jesus Christ.

The unchanging purpose of every 
home missions effort as well is to lead 
men to God through Jesus Christ. 
America desperately needs a new com­
mitment to God, both for our national 
welfare and for an increasingly effect; -• 
base for world evangelization.

We have let Christmas become a time 
of strenuous activity and excessive com­
mercialization. Nevertheless may we n< t 
pray that the light of Jesus Christ m 
somehow shine with fresh radiance upr t 
our disturbed nation and our trcubh ' 
world.

At Christmastime we meditate anv- 
upon the matchless gift of God's eteri. ;l 
Son. We Trust in him so to empou 
the hearts and minds of those wl •’ 
know him as to lead us on to faith and 
hope, peace and order, justice and lo' . 
in America and around the world. #

Home Missions

The Disturbing Galilean
The story says that he was born in a 

manger. At first glance that may strike 
you as quite odd, because a stable cer­
tainly isn't the kind of place where you 
would expect something of this magni­
tude to take place. But the more you 
think about it the more you see that 
it would have been wrong somehow if 
he had been born in any other place.

What if he had been born in the 
midst of luxury and wealth? Most of 
;he people of the world, they say, are 
poor and diseased. It would have been 
very difficult for them to identify with 
:he son of a rich family. There is some- 
hing about dirty feet, ragged clothes 
md swollen bellies that just doesn’t go 
with soft carpets, highly polished furni- 
ure and “proper" social gatherings.

What if he had been born in the 
tome of a religious leader? The house 
>f a holy man ought to have been a 
nore decent environment for the event 
han the sights and smells of a barn. 
But the house of a holy man would be 
>ff limits to so many people, just as 
here are many places off limits to a 
ioly man. And lots of people just don’t
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by Malcolm Tolbert,
New Orleans Baptist Seminary

feel very comfortable around a holy 
man, especially people like prostitutes, 
prodigal sons and political lackeys.

So he was born in a manger. And 
there are no barriers in a manger. Su­
perficial categories of race and class and 
fussy notions -about germs and dirt 
aren’t important in a barn.

Anybody is welcome in a stable. 
Black faces, dirty faces, hungry faces— 
they just don’t seem out of place there. 
All the poor, lonely, unimportant, for­
gotten people of the world can gather 
around the manger and dare to believe 
that the baby who lies there really be­
longs to them.

Something strange and contradictory 
happens each year around Christmas­
time, when men celebrate this puzzling 
and wonderful event. Respectable peo­
ple gather in beautiful buildings. They 
get behind steel, brick, concrete and 
stained glass. The atmosphere is genteel 

and very antiseptic. The faces are while, 
and all of them are washed and pow­
dered. The clothes are nice and new 
and appropriate. Everybody uses a good 
brand of deodorant.

Now it isn’t strange that such people 
gather in such places. Rather, it is to 
be expected, men being what they are. 
But it is peculiar under the circum­
stances that they insist on telling about 
the baby being born in a stable.

You see, the people for whom the 
story was intended have been shut out 
by brick, steel, concrete and glass. They 
don’t meet the standards set up to pro­
tect the people on the inside, so they 
are not welcome there.

Funny, isn’t it? Because the story 
doesn’t really belong to the people in­
side the walls, insulated from all the 
ugly sights and smells of human need. 
God meant it for the people on the out­
side. Why don’t the people on the inside 
just give it to the ones on the outside? 
They are the only ones who can under­
stand it anyway, for they have lived all 
their lives in places much like Beth­
lehem’s stable. ■
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PLANNED 
CITIES:
Who's Shaping 

the Future?

---
---

--

RETURN TO THE VILLAGE: Baptist 
Chapel Pastor Bill Scurlock looks 
down from a high-rise apartment 
building at the first village center in 
the new, completely planned city of 
Reston, Va. The town, which by 
1980 will have a population of 
about 75,000 (now about 2500), 
will be a composite of seven vil­
lages surrounding a town center, or 
“downtown.” Village centers, such 
as the one shown here, will house 
10-12,000 people in clusters of a 
variety of housing—high-rise, gar­
den apartments, townhouses and 
single detached dwellings. Clusters 
of distinct, “neighborhoods” sur­
round the village center. Creative 
use of open space, emphasis on 
art and culture and extensive wa­
terfront development on manmade 
lakes and canals portend pleasant 
city environments for the future.
Photos by Lee

by Dallas M. Lee

tion to its uncharted impact on 
people.

Cities have sprawled out­
ward and upward haphazardly,

century man has consented to
dealing in obsolescence, to earn­
ing frantically so he can spend 
faster. Writer and social critic David T. Bazelon said: “Unsure of

U topia does not lie down­
stream, someone great once must 
have axiomatized.

However, man’s major vehicle 
for progress—technology—has 
tumbled downstream through 
history rather mindlessly, void 
of the human control that might 
have added purpose and direc-

8
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squeezed and pushed and shaped 
by an infinite range of forces, 
from the narrow interests of the 
individual developer to the rigid 
defensive posture of the small 
local government threatened by 
the birth of metropolis. Sniffing 
after technology’s misleading 
aroma of euphoria, twentieth
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In a search for new styles of life, 
what role for the church:

what to do with opt-^yealth, we have 
failed to be cretitive, to explore our­
selves and our freedom, to discover oth­
er ways of spending our resources.”

Despite unparalleled prosperity and 
good times, the''<esults of this rush of 
uncontrolled technology are starkly evi­
dent in the crisis-worn cities of 1967: 
hunger, prejudice, fear, unlovely build­
ings, ever-congested freeways, pollution, 
a sense of threat to individuality, a lack 
of integrity, a lack of compassion and 
sensitivity, and for those desperate few. 
a lack of hope.

The significant fact of current history, 
however, is that man no longer has to 
accept the inevitability of anything, 
short of that age-old death and taxes 
routine. For the first time man has the 
knowledge, the capability and the re-

A CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT: The 
use of ntanmade lakes and "green­
belts" of open space weaved 
throughout were designed by the 
developers not only to create a plea­
sant physical environment; Reston 
developer Robert E. Simon intended 
to design a community, that would 
lack the tensions, pressures and 
lack of individuality that may serve 
to stifle creative living in urban 
sprawl developments. 

sources to rein in on technology’s un­
mindful thrust, to turn the flow of 
energy upstream toward the root of so­
cial problems, to use technology to 
shape and mold and create virtually 
whatever environment he wants—if 
only he can figure out what he wants.

The planned city is one emerging 
technique of experimentaticn. “New 
town" projects of private enterprise are 
exploring the delicate balance of jobs, 
schools, culture, aesthetic values, phys­
ical comforts and racial and economic 
interrelations that comprise the "opti­
mum environment."

Fifty to 200 such projects are under­
way in the U.S., depending on how 
strict an interpretation for "new town" 
is used. Columbia, Md. and Reston, Va. 
are perhaps the most highly publicized 
and delicately detailed planned city proj­
ects in the country. Although neither 
is an isolated, completely self-contained 
community in the strictest strnse of the 
term “new city," both have7 a balance 
of industry and commerce that will em­
ploy perhaps as much as one-third of 
their projected populations. >And both 
are designed to house ..-very stratum of 
society. Reston is virtually a suburb of 
Washington. D.C.; Columbia, lying be­
tween Washington and Baltimore, can 
serve effectively either metropolitan 
area. (Both are under jurisdiction of 
county governments.)

In this sense, these two “new towns" 

essentially represent advanced suburban 
planning in the Washington-Baltimore 
area. They offer an open, relaxed at­
mosphere not unlike that of a small 
town to people who may work in the 
heart of big citips.

Planned cities are not likely to be 
the environment of the future, in term' 
of new, self-contained cities such as 
Oakridge, Tenn., primarily because ol , 
the lack of strong industrial bases and 
the necessary mammoth investments for 
private enterprise. But they reflect po­
tential new patterns of urbah develop­
ment.

With future transit networks in the 
planning, the indication seems to be that 
the big city—in a decentralized, variety- 
packed pattern—will be the environ­
ment of the future. There are some 
big “ifs”. If planners can turn tech­
nology upstream for creative, problem­
solving purposes, and if the practical 
forces of politics, finance and proper 
concern can be mustered, then Colum­
bia and Reston portend lovely, func­
tional, stimulating big cities.

The basic concepts of both projects 
are simple, really, as perhaps the good 
life should be.

Population density is strung out in 
ribbon or circular patterns, freeing near­
ly 50 percent of the land for creative 
uses and putting every home within easy 
access of open space. Even where there 
is not open space, a sense of openness 

and freedom exists’. Clusters of various 
housing—high-rise, garden apartments, 
townhouses, single detached dwellings— 
form neighborhoods distinct from oth­
ers; then neighborhoods are clustered 
around village centers that offer village­
scale commercial, cultural and recrea­
tional facilities.

Reston, .which has been populating 
initial developments for two years, has 
about 2500 residents; Columbia, open 
only since summer of 1967, has 5-600. 
As development continues in both proj­
ects, other villages will create still a 
larger cluster pattern around town cen­
ters, or "downtowns” (See diagrams), 
which will offer larger commercial and 
cultural facilities community-wide.

Village schools, sidewalks that pass 
under streets, manmade lakes for ex­
tensive waterfront development, and 
sculpture aplenty all combine to create 
an artistic flair and style of living that 
seem on the surface to be a sure success 
(see photos and captions). Reston, how­
ever, the older of the two, already has 
gone under financially. Gulf Oil Corp, 
bailed out the developer, Robert E. 
Simon (R.E.S.ton). And Columbia’s 
developer James A. Rouse (see separate 
story, p. 16) is gritting his teeth for 
the transitional period of carrying the 
burden of city services (sewage, etc.) 
and property investment until the grow­
ing population begins to absorb the cost.

The problem boils down to a “chicken- 
and-egg” discussion—how do you at­
tract people without employers and how 
do you attract employers without peo­
ple; which comes first? It’s not unlike 
the decision the church faces. Do Bap­
tists, for example, hire a pastor and 
try to find an optimum church site be­
fore the villages are populated, or do 
they take a wait-and-see attitude until 
people are there to serve?

Actually, Baptists in both the Reston 
and Columbia areas have answered that 
question by aggressively seeking sites 
early in development. Baptists in the 
Mount Vernon Baptist Association in 
northern Virginia, in fact, went a step 
further and hired an unusually qualified 
pastor to be among the first to move 
into Reston. But there are deeper ques­
tions created by these bold environmen­
tal experimentations that must be an­
swered by the church if it wishes to 
play a significant role in decisions that 
will shape the future.

For the Christian community, the 
possibility of creating near-flawless en­
vironments should signal a benchmark 
of new opportunity. The questions 
haunting the perplexed planner are not 
just physical concerns. What it takes 
to have, the good life is being sought 
by thinking people who know that

“good water and a comfortable home" 
is far from an adequate solution.

The planning profession, long linked 
primarily to the physical sciences, is 
exhibiting an awareness to feeling, a 
sensitivity to all the little eccentricities 
that comprise the experience of daily 
life. A search for new styles and rhythms 
of life is underway that will permit man 
to capitalize on his increasing freedom 
from required work.

Urgency prevails in the behind-the- 
scenes brainstorming and decision-mak­
ing of city planners and urbanologists 
across the nation. In the next 30 years, 
more homes will be built in this country 
than have been built in its history. An 
entirely new scene will be constructed 
by the year 2006 on the basis of what­
ever ideas can be explored for feasibility 
right now.

Perhaps the greatest need in the plan­
ning industry is for enlightenment on 
how to infuse the lifeless blueprints of 
tomorrow with the human values, social 
ethics and subtle environmental factors 
that will stimulate love and creativity 
where boredom and unloveliness exist 
now. Too, planners need to be en­
couraged to get at the roots of the 
city’s blackest plagues, such as jobless­
ness and inadequate housing for the 
poor, instead of just mapping escape 
routes for the wealthy.

If decisions affecting the future moral 
and ethical climate are at hand, what 
response should the church make? If 
the church influences such high levels 
of decision making, is it meddling in 
societal structures when it ought to be 

PLANNING A CITY: This simplified 
chart of Columbia, Md. plans illus­
trates the philosophy of community 
design that went into both Columbia 
and Reston, Va. development. Each 
cluster represents a village and vil­
lage-center. The single nodules rep­
resent neighborhoods within each 
village. The villages, then, are clus­
tered around the town center, which 
offers the large-scale commercial 
and cultural facilities community­
wide. The pattern of village life here 
leaves open space near every home, 
combining the best of country living 
with most of the advantages of city 
life. A strip for industrial develop­
ment will provide a job base for the 
new town, providing employment for 
perhaps as much as one-third of the 
projected population of 100,000. 
The major significance of both Co­
lumbia and Reston, however, is that 
they serve the Washington-Baltimore 
corridor, thus, in a sense, represent­
ing advanced suburban planning.

majoring on individuals? Should the 
church be involved in the continuous 
creation of the world it exists to serve? 
For Baptists specifically, can the frontier 
spirit with which we won our reputation 
be renewed and reshaped to face the 
psychological frontier of right now?

If our response is in the affirmative, 
then the "how" of the matter remains 
to be thrashed out.



COOPERATION IN PLANNED CITIES:

A Sticky Issue
for Baptists

T he kingpin developerSin the nation 
who have the power to attempt city 
building are eager to get religious input 
into their blue sky thinking.

They are out to create total environ­
ments, communities that offer all the 
services people could want, and offer 
them conveniently. In Reston, Va. and 
Columbia, Md., for example, developers 
deliberately have sought the advice of 
churchmen and offered to share the 
planned city with the church as an 
experimental laboratory for fostering 
better human beings.

At Columbia, developer James Rouse 
was interested not only in having 
churches present for a well-rounded 
community; he also was interested in 
seeing what the,, church could contrib­
ute to every phase of community life. 
As a result of his initiation, the Na­
tional Ctfflncil of Churches and the 
Maryland Council of Churches have set 
in motion the machinery for an ecumen­
ical ministry that offers both unusual 
opportunities and sticky problems for 
Southern Baptists.

According to the executive minister 
of the ecumenical body, Clarence Sin­
clair, the cooperative ministry is an 
attempt to go much deeper than the 
ordinary ecumenical effort by develop­
ing a covenant relationship that pledges 
denominations and church groups to 
work together at the local level in pro­
gramming ministries and missions.

Southern Baptists have not signed the 
covenant.

The objective of the Columbia Co­
operative Ministry is a team ministry 
approach to the community. Pastors of 
churches in the denominations signing 
the covenant agreement will be responsi­
ble not only for worship on a local 
church basis; they also will be given 
opportunity to work in community-wide 
ministries such as counseling, youth 
work, chaplaincy, ecumenical education, 
peace and social concerns.

Maryland Baptist Executive Secretary 
Roy Gresham is not adverse to coopera­
tive efforts in most of the areas initially 
set forth by the cooperative ministry, 
such as youth work, education, chap­
laincy and social concerns; nor is he 

opposed to the establishment of an ecu­
menical staff to coordinate such ven­
tures for Columbia churches. He does, 
however, reject the control exercised by 
the ecumenical structure and what he 
calls a “de-emphasis” of the denomi­
national approach.

“We could have had a strong denomi­
national approach to this community in 
establishing our churches and then we 
could have structured the basis for co­
operative ministries,” Gresham said. “As 
it is now, the first village in Columbia 
is populating and no churches are there, 
only the cooperative ministry.”

There is a definite superstructure. 
The Columbia Cooperative Ministry 
consists of a ingress composed of two 
voting delegates from denominaMons 
and churches that are an active part of 
the covenant agreement; a cooperative 
ministry commission composed of, 12 
members elected by the congress, which 
is responsible for programs and admin­
istration; and a religious facilities cor­
poration, composed of congress mem­
bers, which is responsible for working 
with the developers on planning and 
negotiating for religious facilities.

The cooperative ministry staff consists 
(or will consist) of Sinclair, a program 
assistant, a director of religious educa­
tion, and a three-pastor team for min­
istry and mission.

In addition to pledging themselves to 
cooperation in ministry, signers of the 
covenant agreement (13 denominational 
bodies and three churches so far) are 
encouraged, but not required, to invest 
in the Columbia Cooperative Ministry. 
No particular amount is necessary, but 
a church body must invest $100,000 
(at five percent interest) to gain a vot­
ing representative on the board of di­
rectors. The money is used to finance 
the cooperative ministry programs and 
building and site expenses for the in­
vestors. Thus those churches participat­
ing with sufficient funds will pay only 
pastors’ salaries and related expenses 
and their investment will take care of 
institutional concerns.

Cooperating churches also will share 
office facilities, physical equipment, such 
as mimeograph machines, and education­

al facilities—approaches “non-threat 
ening” theologically, Sinclair said. Thi 
aim here, Sinclair said, is to reduce in 
vestment and to free church leader 
from institutional burdens for mon 
creative ministries.

The cooperative ministry also screens 
and approves pastors to assure that they 
are willing to minister to people of an\ 
race, that they are capable of service 
in the community-wide ministries and 
that they are willing to work coopera­
tively with other groups. The organiza­
tion’s leverage here is financial. Local 
congregations write checks to the co­
operative ministry, designating them for 
pastors’ salaries, rather than paying their 
pastors directly.

In contrast, the council of churches 
committee in Reston worked out a 
population increment formula based on 
a religious study of northern Virginia, 
Catholics dominated and would have 
had priority on site location, but chose 
to plan separately. Methodists, then, 
had first option on religious sites and 
chose to build near an elementary 
school. Baptists, second in line, con­
tracted for a plot on the plaza of the 
first village center and, per the formula, 
agreed to have a church building under­
way when the population neared 2500. 
It is under construction (see photo).

In Columbia, however, the problem of 
church sites has been secondary to de­
velopment of the cooperative ministry. 
Southern Baptists, who are holding out 
for a decision on sites by the ministry's 
facilities corporation, feel discriminated 
against by default, Gresham said.

The cooperative ministry, however, 
only recently has laid the groundwork 
for developing the authority to speak 
for church groups outside the covenant 
agreement. A Columbia ecumenical 
planning commission was formed, com­
posed of the Columbia Cooperati e 
Ministry, the Catholic Archdiocese, and 
others (Jews, and Christian bodies su. '> 
as Southern Baptists who, for reasons 
of polity or the^ogy, feel they cann-'t 
be part of the cooperative ministry ■ 
This body, then, will coordinate strategy 
regarding church sites and buildings f r 
all religious groups.

Maryland Baptists are impatient, 
however. For more than a year they 
have been promised a decision on 
church sites. There is another alterna­
tive, although it would break with the 
sociological planning of the community. 
And that is to purchase a site from the 
owner of one of the pockets of land 
still not bought up by the Columbia 
developers.

Southern Baptists are working with 
the cooperative ministry where state 
leaders feel they are able. Maryland 
Baptist Sunday School representatives 
have been in from the beginning on 
planning for a weekday ecumenical 
education program that will be taught 
in a shared-time religious facility by 
professional teachers. Gresham and state 
missions superintendent Milford Howell 
feel strongly that this program of study 
will be a healthy supplement to normal 
Sunday School education. However, 
they both voice concern that plans for 
religious facilities will not be conducive 
to a traditional Baptist approach to 
education.

The Religious Facilities Corporation 
is considering a plan whereby worship 
facilities will be clustered at the village 
center in order to share the optimum 
church site, reduce parking lot require­
ments and adhere to the planning con­
cept of the community, which is to 
cluster service facilities at the village 
level. Maryland Baptists intend to co­
operate at this point. Plans for such 
structures, however, may not include 
space for the large education buildings 
to which Southern Baptists are accus­
tomed.

As regards cooperation, Southern 
Baptist pastors will be encouraged to 
participate in the cooperative ministries. 
The Maryland Baptist Convention, or 
the SBC, however, is not likely to sign 
the covenant agreement. Nor is a local 
church or association likely to sign it, 
although Baltimore Association head 
Tom Francis is outspoken in his opinion 
that the state convention should.

The cooperative ministry is involved 
in or exploring a myriad of other activ­
ities, including housing for low-income 
groups, metropolitan and world mis­
sion programs that would reach out to 
Baltimore and Washington, D.C. and 
ihe capital’s foreign diplomats and per­
sonnel, and an ecumenical retreat cen- 
er.

Needless to say, the Columbia Co­
operative Ministry is complex and 

■’taught with problems, not only for 
hose outside the covenant agreement 
out for some of those within it. How- 
over, the objective is a noble one—to 
:reate a harmonious, creative, respon- 

siye spiritual environment that will con­
tribute to the community as a whole as 
well as to the individual. Such bold ex­
perimentation in Christian service might 
uncover channels through which the 
Christian community can serve and in­
fluence society without losing sight of 
its primary objectives in individuals or 
compromising valid church-state prin­
ciples.

Even though Southern Baptists ap­
parently can participate only partly, it 
seems important that such a struggle 
for new forms of ministry and influ­
ence is taking place. Planned cities such 
as Columbia are re-creating, in a mod­
ern sense, village-style living, which 
used to mean the church was the center 
of activity.

Progress away from and back to the 
village concept, however, may have 
relegated the church’s posture of in­
fluence to what Lewis Mumford calls 
a survival role. "In the metropolis of 
today the church is a survival,” he 
wrote: “It claims much, but except by 
repetition and rote, it contributes little 
to the active spiritual life of the city."

Apart from an ecumenical experi­
ment, is exploration for new forms of 
ministry necessary within denomina­
tions? What forms of witness and ser­
vice will regain for the church a posi­
tion of authority and influence?

In Reston, William J. Cumbie, execu­
tive secretary of the Mount Vernon

PLAZA SITE FOR BAPTISTS: Pastor 
Bill Scurlock examines construction 
of the Reston Baptist Chapel, which 
will be part of the plaza develop­
ment of the first village. The village 
center is in the background. A com­
mittee formed by the local council 
of churches (on which Baptists par­
ticipated) worked out a population 
increment formula based on popula­
tion preference studies in the area 
for churches to enter the new com­
munity. Per the formula, Baptists 
were to have a building underway 
by the time the population reached 
2500.



Should Southern Baptists cooperate in ecumenica 
explorations for new forms of ministry

Baptist Association, and Reston Baptist 
Chapel pastor William Scurlock have 
struggled to create a^-new^ viable ap­
proach to ministry./vumbie served on 
the committee that came up with the 
population increment approach to ac­
quiring church site$ and led his asso­
ciation to adopt the Keston chapel as a 
mission. The Mount Vernon association 
set up its own facilities corporation to 
finance the $230,000 worth of site and 
structure, with the intention that the 
congregation would begin paying back 
the loan as soon as financially able.

Before Scurlock was hired, Cumbie 
established three major prerequisites for 
the Reston pastor: 1) that he have 10 
years urban experience. 2) that his 
experience not have been just in the 

South, and 3) that he have had a suc­
cessful interracial experience (both Res­
ton and Columbia are open housing 
communities).

Scurlock, with most of his experience 
in the Washington, D.C. area, filled the 
bill on all counts. His was the fourth 
family to move into the new town, and 
his ministry has been flexible and re­
sponsive from the beginning.

During the first year, he and his wife 
greeted each new family on their mov­
ing day with a spaghetti lunch. His first 
services were held in unoccupied homes 
near the village square until the size of 
the group merited renting the commun­
ity center theater, where, incidentally, 
he played one of the lead roles in the 
first production by the Reston Players 

theater group. (Worship in the unoi 
cupied homes was satisfactory, Scu 
lock said, except for the one Sund;> 
morning that a bikini-clad neighbor, fo 
getting about the services, strolled t 
the picture window.)

Scurlock has tried to create a viable 
flexible type of ministry that wou! 
relate the Christian faith to the style < 
living in Reston. “These people ai 
living in ‘Utopia,’ or the nearest thin 
to it,” he said. "They are intelligen 
moral, decent, well-to-do—where is th 
struggle for these people that make 
faith so real and meaningful tq mos 
of us?”

One technique Scurlock has used tn 
make Restonites wrestle with their faith 
is weekday or week-night discussion 
groups with young people and adults 
With adults, for example, a discussion 
on goals for children produced well- 
articulated ideals such as freedom to 
explore themselves, their abilities and 
weaknesses; a chance to experience God 
in creative encounter; freedom from pre­
judice, and so on. Scurlock’s major re­
action was: "I didn’t hear any of you 
say that you wanted your child to be 
the kind of person who would change 
the world, who would serve mankind."

In a sense, Scurlock’s ministry repre­
sents an experiment in ministering to 
the up and out. The cup of cold water 
ministry is not needed in the middle 
class-and-up area. “I've tried to provide 
a balance of experience to our young 
people, though," he said. “I’ve taken 
them to prisons, mental hospitals and 
other such institutions and now I think 
I have several interested in going on a 
regular basis to work as volunteers."

Early in the fall, about 100 Restonites 
were attending services with a degree of 
regularity, although membership was 
only about 35—an inverted proportion 
of attenders to members for most Bap­
tist churches. Scurlock, however, does

RELAXED LIVING; The Columbia 
town center is developing on one 
side of this manmade lake. N< v 
single detached dwellings can :.e 
seen in the distant backgroun '• 
Such pleasant open space is p; 
tected by the design of the cor • 
munity, which will string out pop 
lation density in circular patten . 
Columbia opened its first village i 
July. More than 500 residents h J 
moved in by October.

not press church membership or bap­
tism. Only about one-half of the con­
gregation is of Baptist background; the 
rest are general Protestants of practi­
cally all denominations.

“We probably could build church 
membership now, but then they would 
miss the point of our ministry,” Scur­
lock said. “I try to emphasize four 
things: belief, responsibility, participa­
tion and fellowship. You can build 
church membership without these four 
things, though. Our membership will 
come."

Although Columbia and Reston are 
the major attention-getters, Maryland 
Baptist Missions Superintendent Mil­
ford Howell has 19 lesser-planned “new 
towns” to contend with in the Maryland 
suburbs of Washington and Baltimore.

In seven of the areas, Howell and 
area missionaries had managed to se­
cure sites or had work underway by 
October. In one instance, four Mary­
land pastors led their congregations to 
join together to sponsor a mission in 
Calverton, a subdivision-type commun­
ity.

Just the effort to keep up with the 
technological developments in city plan­
ning and the creative work of private 
developers has meant cooperation with 
local councils of churches in most every 
instance. For one thing, the councils 
nave manpower assigned to keep track 
of such activity; for another, developers 
seldom attempt to deal with a long list 
>f church groups individually—almost 
nvariably they work through the coun­
cils.

There is a tremendous flux of thought 
ibout the future of American cities 

now, brainstorming that could spark 
creativity on the part of church plan­
ners. Craig Noren of the National Asso­
ciation of Home Builders, for example, 
believes the experiments in Chicago and 
Pittsburgh with centralized education 
parks may be a technique (hat churches, 
by coordinated planning, could utilize.

Rather' than church groups bidding 
on property in a new area just as com­
mercial firms do, he suggested, a co­
ordinated planning policy could secure 
the best possible site for religious facili­
ties and then church buildings could 
be clustered (similar to the Columbia 
plan) in a "church park.”

Other lessons for creative city build­
ing are being worked out in planned 
projects such as Reston and Columbia 
that will have a major impact on urban 
development—village-style "clustering" 
of housing, use of “grfcenbelts” of open 
space, decentralizing of job centers, 
centralizing of local governments for 
regional planning, dreative use of art 
and culture.

Land costs, transportation problems, 
zoning ordinances, lack of incentives for 
the smaller developers (who are the 
majority) to plan housing in creative 
forms, and the gap between good ideas 
and methods of implementation are but 
a few of the most obvious obstacles. It 
took politicking to push through special 
zoning allowances in Fairfax County, 
Va. so that a variety of housing could 
be clustered. Mount Vernon Association 
head Bill Cumbie did not hesitate to 
promote the project, which he felt 
would contribute to the welfare of 
northern Virginia. It could be that more 
of this type of awareness and activity 

SCULPTURE APLENTY: An artistic 
flair, even down to tiny cubistic 
sculpture in sidewalk underpasses, 
is evident throughout both Colum­
bia and. Reston. Here artists are 
shown putting the final touches to 
a sculpture in the plaza of the first 
village at Columbia. In they back­
ground are the row-type townnouses 
that offer diverse vertical living as 
part of the variety package of Co­
lumbia housing. The zoning vari­
ances that allow mixtures of differ­
ent types of housing, the village 
patterns and greenbelts of open 
space are techniques in city plan­
ning that may begin to appear in 
big city suburban planning in the 
next few years.

will be required on the part of religious 
leaders.

It is significant, perhaps even historic, 
that in Columbia and Reston and 
the Maryland suburban developments. 
Southern Baptists have been willing to 
do their homework and take a few risky 
shots-in-the-dark in order to be a part 
of the future. Traditional “better judg­
ments” have not kept Baptist leaders 
from doing what is necessary.

However, the major opportunity of 
the time may be the chance to carve 
out a deeper, more meaningful role for 
Christianity in the future—if Christians 
can exhibit a bolder willingness to ex­
plore for new forms of communicating 
the gospel they know is sound for 
any age. ■



Columbia’s Developer James Rouse:

A Prophet
in the Marketplace

Making the city the best possible place for the growth of a family 
can be profitable, according to this pioneering city-builder

"At first, when they would find a 
foster home, the D.C. officials would 
find splinters in the floor and say it was 
unfit. Now they are trying a variety of 
approaches, including buying homes 
and setting up families in them.”

More than a decade ago. Rouse 
played a significant role when his Balti­
more church faced the problem of 
whether to stay in the inner city, or 
move to the suburbs.

"We decided to establish a church in 
the outer city without leaving the inner 
city,” he says, “to set up one church 
in two locations. It has worked out very 
well. We have maintained the congrega­
tion in the inner city, fed some re­
sources and leadership into an inner 
city location that might not have been 
there if we hadn’t.

"I don’t really think this is a big

victory. A lot bigger job is for the 
church to make itself relevant to the 
city—inner or outer—the way the 
Church of the Saviour is."

There is a meaningful role for white 
suburban churches in cooperation with 
Negro churches in the inner city, Rouse 
feels, but a lot depends on attitude. He 
warns:

"The spirit of help has to be a throw­
ing away of pride and importance and 
becoming involved with, not on top of 
—becoming a real part of it. This is 
what is so hard to do. The prideful 
middle class materialism is a more 
pervasive force in our society than we 
are prepared to admit.”

There may be too much emphasis on 
demonstrations and protest among some 
church leaders. Rouse says, adding:

"I get the feeling that some ministers

may he salving their own guilt by in­
volvement. On the other hand, the in­
dignities which we have imposed on 
our fellowmen are becoming increasing­
ly unacceptable. We are in a period of 
genuine revolution. All revolutions 
make mistakes, are hard to take, but 
that's what we are in. My heart is a 
lol closer to their hearts—those who 
are demonstrating—than to those who 
criticize them.

"They probably arc making a lot of 
mistakes, but moving too fast is not one 
of them. We are not moving too fast 
in any direction in trying to grant great­
er human dignity or solve the problems 
of the city."

Rouse continues, “Riots are irratio­
nal. unjust. They do a great deal of 
harm. But they are the most creative 
force that has been generated in the

—The role of the church isn’t to go 
out into the world and change it. The 
church must inspire its members so 
they will change the world.

—We are living in a period when 
the indignities which we have imposed 
on our fellowmen are becoming in­
creasingly utqiccTxptable. We are in a 
period of genuine revolution. All revo­
lutions make mistakes, are hard to take, 
but that's what we are in.

—Riots are irrational, unjust. . . . 
But they are the most creative force 
that has been generated in the life of 
the city in the last 50 years.

Doesn’t sound much like a hard­
headed businessman, does it? But then 
most businessmen don’t go out and 
create a $2 billion town for over 100,- 
000 persons. Only businessmen like 
James W. Rouse.

He’s definitely interested in making 
a profit. In planning Columbia, Md., 
the new town of 100,000 between 
Baltimore and Washington, he says:

“The profit purpose was alive and 
creative throughout the planning pro­
cess. It was using the marketplace to 
cast votes for what people really want 
and care enough about to pay for. It 
recognizes the dynamics of the market 
system as being fundamental to the 
democratic process, for it is through 
the marketplace that a free people can 
best make the complex judgments of 
how, where and when they wish to 
spend their earnings.”

But Rouse’s church membership 
means something, too. A longtime elder 
in Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Baltimore, he currently attends also 
the Church of .the Saviour, a small con­
gregation in Washington. D.C., founded

by W.B. Ragsdale Jr.
Washington Correspondent

some two decades ago by Baptist min­
ister Gordon Cosby.

"In our worlSwn Columbia,” explains 
Rouse, “we brought together a group 
of ministers. ‘We want to try to make 
religion an effective force in the life of 
the people in Columbia,’ we told them. 
This was hard going for a while.

“Someone handed me a book about 
the Church of the Saviour. That was 
four years ago. I’ve been going over 
there one night a week ever since. 
There is a church that is relevant. It 
reaches out into the community in a 
very relevant way. The church itself 
doesn’t reach out, but its members do.”

The Church of the Saviour, Rouse 
explains, sees itself as headquarters for 
training, organizing and service. He 
adds:

“To become a member, you must 
go through a school of Christian living 
—two years of study. It covers Chris­
tian ethics, doctrine, your vocation. It's 
not just a lot of plattitudes. There must 
be real involvement in the full meaning 
and the power and the message of 
Christianity.

"Its power and strength are in the 
way it is organized. There are only 
about 70 active members. To join, you 
must commit yourself to daily prayer, 
daily Bible reading, tithing—but most 
important to be involved in a mission.

“This is working with a small group. 
It is work outside yourself and outside 
the church. Each member must recom­
mit himself each year. Sometimes they 
will drop out for a year, then rejoin— 
if they feel they can’t commit them­

selves completely for that year.
“This is drawing on the power ol 

God, evoking one another’s gifts through 
love. Members grow in achieving the 
missions they start.”

The Church of the Saviour runs a 
coffee house—The Potter’s House—in 
a transitional Washington neighborhood 
Each night a different group of church 
members serve coffee and conversation 
to customers. On Sunday morning, there 
are religious services there, as well as 
at the church building.

“There are only 70 members," Rouse 
points out, “but between the two ser­
vices there are 350 at church service 
every Sunday, 75 people at class on 
Tuesday night and another 75 on Fri­
day night. They’ve been at it for 20 
years now.”

Rouse says the church members, as 
their mission projects, run a retreat 
farm, a slum library, many other things

“The church itself never develops a 
program and goes out and marshalls 
people to do it,” he explains. "It onlv 
responds to the individual calls of its 
members.

“Since the whole church is called i•» 
the mission field, people emerge with 
mission projects. This is definitely n«-i 
God is Dead theology. We’re concerns I 
about getting things done with the 
power of God.”

One group of Church of the Savioi r 
members decided to do somethi1 g 
about Junior Village, where D.C. go 
ernment keeps homeless children. Ron 
saj>s, “They said this is a disgrace ai i 
we’re going to liquidate it. They start' I 
FLOC—For the Love of Children. Tl ■■ 
started a year ago, and they have r 
duced Junior Village from 900 to 5<»-> 
children by finding homes for them.

Wh«’s Who 
in Cilv Building

James Rouse, 53, is listed in 
Who's Who as a mortgage banker. 
This must go down as one of the 
great understatements of our day.

As a mortgage banker, Rouse 
has worked with 50 leading insti­
tutions and supervises investments 
of over $500 million. He helped 
finance Chicago's John Hancock 
Center.

But Rouse is far more than a 
mortgage banker. He is a world- 
renowned spokesman for the cities 
and their problems. With a balding 
head and glasses, at first glance he 
suggests a benevolent clergyman.

As president of Urban America, 
he heads the largest privately fi­
nanced group that is active in 
urban problems. As a founder of 
the Urban Coalition, sponsored by 
Urban America originally, he plays 
a key role in what some day may 
become one of the most powerful 
political lobbies in America. The 
Urban Coalition blends together the 
top men in business, labor, civil 
rights and city government. Its 
leaders include Mayor Richard J.

Daley of Chicago and Mayor John 
V. Lindsay of New York; Henry Ford 
II, Andrew Heiskell, chairman of the 
board, Time, Inc.; Walter Reuther. 
UAW president; Archbishop John F. 
Dearden of Detroit; Arthur Flem 
ming, president, National Council 
of Churches; and Martin Luther 
King and Roy Wilkins.

As a developer, he has among his 
credits such regional {shopping cen­
ters as Cherry Hill, near Haddon­
field, N.J.; The Mall, Louisville, Ky.; 
Plymouth Meeting Mall, near Phila­
delphia, and Charlottetown Mall, 
Charlotte, N.C.

He was a member of President 
Eisenhower's Advisory Committee 
on Housing and played a significant 
role in writing the 1954 Housing 
Act that created the Urban Renewal 
Administration.

"You won't find too many busi­
nessmen in the U.S. like Jim," says 
one associate. "Unlike most people 
with social concern, he manages to 
apply a profit motive to a great 
desire to perform a social good."

Wide World Phc
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life of the city in the last 50 years. 
They have generated more force toward 
getting something done than anything. 
We first began to form the Urban 
Coalition of business, government, civil 
rights and labor leaders last January. 
We didn’t create much interest. Then 
came the riots last summer. After that 
it was on a crash baSisT'Within a few 
weeks we had a/massive convocation 
with several thousand people attending.” 

“The prideful middle class materi­
alism is a more pervasive force in 
our society than we are prepared 
to admit.”

This feeling that it takes drastic crises 
such as' riots to stir cities into meaning­
ful action is shared by many other lead­
ers in urban affairs.

The main foe in the struggle to solve 
urban problems isn’t the war in Viet 
Nam, Rouse says. It’s much closer to 
home. It’s apathy and inertia.

‘‘We’re always looking for tomor­
row’s scapegoat to blame for our not 
getting at the problems of the city,” he 
says. ‘‘If it’s not one thing, it’s another. 
The problem is not the lack of action 
by the federal government, or the war 
in Viet Nam. The problem is local gov­
ernments that are not prepared to take 
the steps they ought to be taking. If 
they had $50 billion today they couldn’t 
do much with it that would be worth­
while.

“But if the cities were prepared and 
properly mobilized, they could perform 
miracles with the processes and re­
sources now available.”

In Baltimore, Rouse helped form the 
Regional Planning Council for the me­
tropolitan area, and was a prime mover 
in Baltimore redevelopment. He was a 
founder of the Greater Baltimore Com­
mittee of business and civic leaders and 
served as its president.

One of his chief complaints is that 
few cities have any real comprehensive 
plans for the next five to 10 years, fo­
cussed on making it a better place to 
live. Speaking of his new town, located 
just 15 miles from Baltimore, he says:

“As to the impact on the older city, 
if we are to be successful in what we 
are about, we will demonstrate that the 
process of planning and developing out 
from the honest-to-God, thoughtfully- 
determined-needs of people produces a 
marketable product, more marketable 
than if you start anywhere else.

“If it does reach a market more de­

pendably than any other way, then this 
is the process that is missing in the look 
we are taking at the older city. We keep 
looking at the older city in symptoms, 
as fires we are trying to put out without 
ever looking at the source of the fire.

“There is not one single plan or pro­
gram for the development of an Ameri­
can city, or the renewal of the inner 
city, that started with the question of 
how do you make this the best possible 
place for the growth of the family.”

At Columbia, Rouse says, planning 
began with the individual family.

The planners, he explains, thought 
“about what it takes to make the hus­
band and father into a productive per­
son—what it takes to educate the 
mother in child rearing, personal hy­
giene and nutrition, budgeting and buy­
ing—what it takes to provide for the 
education of the children from where 
they are into what they might become.”

After that, he says, "We add more 
families to our thinking. What are their 
common needs? In what kinds of places 
might they meet one another easily, 
unselfconsciously—share problems, give 
help? What kinds of institutions might 
they bring into being if they had the 
opportunely? What kinds of churches, 
schools, health facilities? How can we 
produce more winners—fewer losers?

“We must keep on thinking about 
how these families, their houses’schools, 
churches, stores, working places, might 
be arranged to give the greatest dignity, 
beauty, convenience—and, then, there 
might emerge the scheme for a healthy 
neighborhood. We add to it another 
neighborhood—and another. We intro- 

“The problem is not thevlack of 
action by the federal government, 
or the war in Viet Nam. The prob­
lem is local governments that are 
not prepared to take the steps they 
ought to be taking.” 

duce bigger facilities, like high schools, 
bigger parks, major employment, shop­
ping and education centers that might 
serve a whole set of neighborhoods. But 
the family remains paramount in our 
thinking and planning. No one can be 
allowed to get lost in a massive, scale­
less, impersonal mesh of buildings, 
streets and people.”

In laying out Columbia, Rouse as­
sembled a working group of 14 men 
and women: a psychiatrist in the school 
of public health at Johns Hopkins Uni­

versity, a professor of psychology from 
the University of Michigan, a sociologist 
from the University of Pennsylvania who 
lived for two years in Levitttown study­
ing its people, an educator, the city 
manager of Oakland, Calif., the com-

“We weren't seeking a blueprint for 
a utopian society. We didn't wan! 
a report. We wanted conversatior 
in depth—about man, his family 
and his institutibns.” 

missioner of recreation of Philadelphia, 
a sociologist from the General Electric 
Company, a social scientist, a’political 
scientist, an economist, and others.

“We met together—this work group 
and our architects and planners—every 
two weeks for two days and a night for 
six months,” Rouse says, adding:

“We weren't seeking a blueprint for 
a utopian society. We didn’t want a 
report, a recommendation, or even 
agreement. We wanted conversation in 
depth—about man, his family, and his 
institutions.

“We said to our work group and 
ourselves, ‘Let’s examine the optimums. 
What would be the best possible school 
system in a city of 100,000, the best 
health system? What about recreation 
and communications? In what size 
neighborhood do people feel most com­
fortable? In what kind of community 
are they the most effectively challenged? 
The most creative? How might religion 
be made most effective in the growth 
of people? What would all these ques­
tions and answers say about the plan 
for a new city? Don't worry for this 
moment about feasibility. It will com­
promise us soon enough. Let’s look at 
what might be and be invigorated 
by it.' ”

Rouse feels quite strongly that the 
problems of the city can be solved in 
much the same way as the problems o( 
ci eating a new town.

“If we will take the resources that 
exist in the city, and approach the cib 
in a spirit of optimistic expectation that 
we can make it a good place, instead 
of the continuing assumption that v - 
are just working with a bad place, 
can make the American city fit to I* 
in,” he says, concluding:

“But we^will never do it in th', 
forlorn, downcast, defeated spirit with 
which we approach the American ch.1 
today. And it can be profitable to do 
it.”

In the face of declining influence
in a decaying urban community,

The conference involved a state direc- 

tor of missions, a metropolitan superin­
tendent of missions and myself. We 
were trying to find a way to help an 
inner city church that is almost dead. 
It appeared the church had waited too 
late to seek help or some of us had 
waited too long to offer help. It may be 
that the church will soon die. If it does, 
it will be going the way of the dinosaurs 
by failing to adapt to its changing en­
vironment. If rigor mortis has set in, 
it will pass out of existence.

This will be more than a unit in the 
rising mortality rate of churches during 
the last decade. It will leave thousands 
of people in its neighborhood without 
a Christian witness! This church drama­
tizes, on the local scene, the crisis which 
confronts Christianity.

This crisis is worldwide in its scope. 
Every day Christians are becoming a 
smaller part of the world’s population. 
In 1892, we were 32 percent. In 1965, 
we were less than 30 percent. During 
this same period, the decline of the 
number of Protestant Christians was 
even more precipitous. Then we were 
30 percent of the Christian populace; 
today we are less than 23 percent. At 
the same time, Islam, Confucianism, 
and Hinduism have attracted a larger 
percentage of the world’s peoples. 
America herself has become religiously 
pluralistic, and the coming encounter 
with other religions here will be ever 
greater.

The darkest cloud on the horizon is 
the new secularism which is produced 
for the most part by man’s scientific 
conquests and his material prosperity. 
Other related clouds which threaten to 
wash away the last traces of our con­
cern for spiritual values are skepticism, 
immorality, intemperance and hatred. 
The world of our time has become full 
of all that is unlovely. It is not only 
overflowing; the pressure has built to 
the point that the fabric of society is 
being burst apart at the seams, engulfing 
us in the boiling cauldron of prejudice, 
hate, violence, rioting and war. Modem 
transportation and communication have

what 
is the 

church 
to do?

by Hugo Culpepper 
Director, Division of Missions, 

HMB

drawn us all together into a neighbor­
hood. Rapid social change is making us 
dizzy and leaving us stranded by the 
wayside. It continues on, inexorably 
beyond our control!

What is the church to do? Far too 
many churches would like to become a 
clam and seek to shut out the world. 
But as they close their shells, they not 
only lo$e any chance of being redemp­
tive in the world, they also shut in too 
much of the world's grit and gravel! 
Some churches would seek to become 
sponges, soaking up the world into their 
very existence and naively assuming 
that this will redeem the world.1 What 
is the’ church to do? It must learn how 
to be in the world, without being o/ the 
world! It's just that simple!

In order to be God's means, humanly 
speaking, of redeeming the'world, the 
church of today must be flexible and 
adaptable. This does not mean that it 
should reject its heritage and become 
secularized itself. The church must be 
aware of the culture of its time, if it is 
to communicate with men who live in 
it. It must be willing to plan its activi­
ties in relation to who men are today, 
where they are and what their concerns 
are. But this is not the starting point. If 
we begin with programing, we usually 
end there also! We must begin with the 
nature of the church, and then go on to 
see the mission of the church in the 
light of its nature. The function of the 
church, its program, should be deter­
mined by its nature and mission.

Although there are almost 100 images 
of the church in the New Testament, 
the principal elements of the biblical 
understanding of the nature of the 
church may be expressed by three: the 
church is the body of Christ, the people 
of God and the servant of God. As 
Southern Baptists, we need to major on 
the nature of the church long enough 
for it to make a difference in what we 
are and do. We would come to see that 
because of its nature, the church is to 
continue the mission of Christ in the 
world. His mission has become our mis­
sion! His mission was to live for the
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glory of God and the redemption of 
men. This mission led to his death on 
the cross. His death was necessary. Of 
this he was sure and we are sure, al­
though none of us h^ye-eyer understood 
fully why. His dedth was uniquely re­
demptive—then, and now, and forever! 
Our mission is k> mediate to men his 
uniquely achieved redemption that it 
may become effective in and for them.

In the light of its nature and mission, 
the New Testament church carried on 
its functions. These were primarily three 
in number: service (diakonia—ministry), 
fellowship (koinonia), and proclamation 
(kerugma). These activities were the 
same as those which had characterized 
the life of their Lord. He went about 
serving people, identifying with them, 
becoming involved in their lives; con­
sequently He came to have much in 
common with them (to have fellow­
ship) as they responded to His grace 
and love; He told them of God’s grace 
and love in the proclamation of the 
gospel, of which He was the incarna­
tion. The early churches followed this 
same pattern. They loved people be­
cause J^suS-had first loved them. They 
went about ministering to people and 
opening doors to lives for the telling of 
the story to those who would hear. 
Their fellowship grew in depth and 
outreach.

They were able to say, “In this we 
know by experience what love is, be­
cause he on behalf of us his life laid 
down. We also ought on behalf of the 
brothers our lives to lay down. Whoever 
has the things needed for life in this 
world, and sees his brother having need 
and shuts off his compassion from him 
—how does the love of God dwell in 
him?” (1 John 3:16-17) “Let us love 
one another, because love is of God, 
and everyone loving is bom of God 
and knows God by experience. The one 
not loving has not begun to know God, 
because God is love!” (1 John 4:7-8)

Here is the crux of the matter! If we 
are to find a way in the crisis confront­
ing the church today, we must learn to 
love—to really care. Care must be un­
derstood as nothing less than the love 
of God, if it is to find a way. In the 
New Testament, the love of God is 
“agape.” It is an appreciation of the 
inherent worth of the personality—the 
whole person—of the other fellow. It is 
more than patriotic love, or erotic love, 
or filial love, though all of these have 
their rightful place within it. The early 
Christians learned to love and therefore 
they found a way through mission 
ministry or service!

“Far too many 
churches would like 
to become a clam and 
seek to shut out the 
world. But they not 
only lose any chance 
of being redemptive 
in the world: they al­
so shut in too much of 
the world's yrit and 
gravel.”

How do we compare today? In some 
respects, we must confess, if we are 
honest, that the comparison is not very 
favorable. Somewhere down through the 
ages, the priority given to ministry has 
been displaced. We have become in­
different to living lives of service and 
thereby have devitalized the proclama­
tion of the good news. We have become 
content to verbalize the gospel as if that 
could suffice in reaching men and bring­
ing thenlVo know Jesus. We have be­
come peddlers of a cheap grace that 
requires only assent to stated proposi­
tions without necessarily the commit­
ment of life. >

Because men see so little of Jesus 
in us who refuse to live a mission minis­
try, they find it hard to be impressed 
by the Spirit of God through our empty 
words. Too often we are deceiving men 
and deluding ourselves. Do not misun­
derstand me. The distinction between 
us and the early church is not a matter 
of their goodness; they too were earthen 
vessels, men with feet of clay? The dif­
ference is the utter abandon with which 
they yielded to the love of God in them 
on its way to others! Their witness had 
the thrust of God’s Spirit into the lives 
of others because they cared for others. 
They cared enough to serve men by 
ministering to all their needs.

The primary need of modern man is 
spiritual, as it always has been, but it 
is expressed in different terms. At the 
center of men’s existence today are the 
haunting questions: Who am I? What 
is the meaning of my being? Is there 
any ultimate meaning to life now and 
forever? We believe that Jesus Christ is 
the unique revelation of God who is 
the answer to man’s deepest need. Noth­
ing we do could take the place of this." 
As long as this is central, our ministry 
does not degenerate to the point that 
we become merely “do-gooders," but, 
at the same tihie, love never fails. It 
must not be cheapened to the point of 

becoming a lever to force a man to ac­
cept Christ—it never could, because it 
would not then be love!

We are growing in our concern for 
men. Southern Baptists have an oppor 
tunity to make a distinctive contribution 
to the spiritual life of America. Most 
denominations are permitting themselve- 
to be drawn to one side or the othet 
in the existing pqlarity within evangel 
ism in contemporary America. Sonu 
are preaching only an ultra individual 
istic gospel that seems to conceive o' 
the soul as an abstract entity which car: 
be “saved" apart from the person or 
his life. At the other extreme are those 
who seem to have become indifferent 
to individuals in their zeal to change 
the corporate structures of society 
Some of this latter group assume that 
the conversion of individuals will follow 
social change; others of them seem to 
assume a form of universalism to begin 
with, which would make of evangelism 
the informing of individuals that they 
have been saved (seemingly apart from 
any necessary experiential involvement 
of the individual)!

It is not necessary that Southern Bap­
tists be drawn to either side—abstract 
individualism or abstract social reforma­
tion. By abstract I mean removed from 
living reality. Our heritage makes it easy 
and natural for us to appreciate the 
biblical emphasis on the necessity and 
reality of the redemption of individuals. 
We are growing in social sensitivity and 
in an appreciation for the inseparable­
ness of the individual man from the so­
cial setting of his life as a whole person. 
We can achieve a biblical balance by 
proclaiming the gospel as being both 
personal and social. Either/or is heresy, 
both/and is biblical!

Local churches, many times spurred 
on by their desperate struggle and frus­
tration in the midst of the typical secu­
lar environment, are enthusiastic at set­
ting up weekday ministries, relating 
themselves to some way of serving the 
people in their immediate neighborhood

A young man in charge of such ac­
tivities in a large church on the eastern 
seaboard found that his inner cit< 
church had become an “island," wi'.n 
people coming from 12 and 15 miles 
away for old times’ sake, sitting and 
staring at the stained-glass windo^ 
The church, as a whole, seemed to ha'.e 
lost all contact with the people around 
it. The you»g man, unable to get pc 
mission from the church to let th.: 
neighborhood children attend Bib.c 
School in the church, held Vacation 
Bible School for a week during the sum 
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mer on nearby parking lots. That week, 
they ministered to 120 children, after 
an attendance of only nine the previous 
summer.

Next, he organized a camp, with chil­
dren from the neighborhood and chil­
dren in the church spending 10 days 
together in the camp. When they re­
turned, every Saturday a child from the 
church went to the home of a child in 
the neighborhood. Soon the neighbor­
hood children were telling their friends, 
“1 have a friend who is different, who 
comes to see me on Saturday.” Soon 
there were others participating.

Then the young worker borrowed 
$2,000 from the bank, signed a note, 
made a down payment, and bought one 
of the old run-down houses in the 
neighborhood, where an absentee land­
lord didn't keep the roof repaired. He 
used the $350 a month rent from the 
apartments on improvements. Soon, that 
house came to be conspicuous as being 
the house of a concerned Christian 
landlord. Others in the church began to 
buy houses, also. Then they thought 
that perhaps some of them ought to 
move back into the city and live near 
the church. A deacon called the young 
man and asked him and his family to 
move back into town, offering to furnish 
the house out of his own pocket. The 
young man replied, “I’ll do it, if you’ll 
do it." The deacon said, “Let’s pray 
about it,” and that’s where the thing 
stands at the moment.

Another Southern church with similar 
circumstances decided to challenge its 
people to become involved in ministry. 
They organized a weekday ministry and 
are now involved in a literacy mission 
to 160 people, with something like 176 
members of this church involved in 
doing the ministering. The people of the 
church are being revitalized in their 
Christian faith; some of the people are 
moving back, at least in their member­
ship, and commuting 12 miles because 
of their opportunity for involvement.

Associations as well as local churches 
are becoming more involved in this type 
of ministry, and showing the desires for 
Baptist centers. Some are hiring direc­
tors of Christian social ministries. State 
conventions are showing a readiness to 
cooperate with the Home Mission Board 
in assisting churches and associations in 
their work in such ministries.

If more churches were to become in­
volved in this kind of ministry, they 
would find people from other churches 
joining them. There is a significant 
minority in the church hungry for this 
kind of involvement.

“We can achieve a 
biblical balance by 
proclaiming the gos­
pel as being both 
personal and social. 
W e h a re become 
indifferent to living 
lives of service and 
thereby have devi­
talized the procla­
mation of the good 
news."

The Home Mission Board has orga­
nized the Christian Social Ministries De­
partment in which it gives expression 
and leadership and programing to a 
multi-ministry presentation of the Chris­
tian faith that includes weekday min­
istries and Baptist centers, juvenile re­
habilitation, migrant missions, literacy 
missions and a projected ex-prisoner 
rehabilitation ministry. In the months 
immediately ahead there will be an in­
creasing emphasis in this department on 
how to correlate these and other social 
ministries so as to serve the whole man 
in his setting, so as to bring him to 
redemption in Christ.

The missionaries who serve in these 
programs and institutions are committed 
servants of God. It is a privilege for 
Southern Baptists to help support them 
and their work. There always will be 
a need for the denomination to carry 
such ministries to areas where there is 
no local church. We should always seek 
to give such a witness to our corporate 
concern. But there is and should be a 
limit to what the Ijlome Mission Board 
does. We always must see these minis­
tries in proper relation to our other 
mission responsibilities in view of lim­
ited resources. Furthermore, we never 
should relieve local Baptist groups of 
their privilege and responsibility to be­
come involved.

In one church, the issue at a busi­
ness meeting was whether or not to 
borrow $85,000 to increase the indebted­
ness of the church and the monthly 
payments to this amount, and thereby 
drainage off resources for other things 
in order to pave the parking lot and in 
order to take care of some other things 
not yet done in a needed program of 
improvement. A young girl stood up 
and asked, “Is this necessary? Should 
we spend this $85,000 in what results 
in creature comforts for ourselves, 
rather than becoming more involved in 

ministry to our neighborhood?" Then a 
deacon said, “Young lady, you have not 
yet been among us long enough to have 
understood us. You see, we pay mis­
sionaries to do that kind of work.” 
Somehow, that young person was closer 
to the nature of the mission of the 
church than that particular deacon.

But Southern Baptists are becoming 
more involved individually in mission 
ministries. More and more we are going 
“where the action is!" For example, this 
summer in the Watts area of Los An­
geles 18 workers (who were both whites 
and Negroes) conducted 48 Vacation 
Bible Schools, enrolling 5,000 during 
the nine-week period. There were 400 
professions of faith in Jesus Christ. 
Many volunteers are working along with 
the. missionaries in the centers and in 
weekday ministries. Potentially, one of 
the most significant things in the lives 
ol Southern Baptists could be the pro­
motion of "mission actions" by WMU 
and Brotherhood. They could lead the 
churches to be mission, as by nature 
and vocation they should be. In some 
instances, personal involvement in mis­
sion ministry is as meaningful in the 
life of him who serves as in the lives of 
those served.

Southern Baptists are becoming more 
involved individually in mission minis­
tries. A group of WMU ladies visited a 
Baptist Center but one of the women 
in the car did not know that it was for 
Negroes. Because of the influence of her 
cultural background, she not only was 
shocked, but offended. She refused to 
get out of the car, much less go into 
the center and see what was being done 
there. Later, a friend persuaded her to 
visit, and she became interested. Today 
that lady is making 700 dresses a year, 
an average of almost two a day, to meet 
the needs of those people. Also, her 
daughter is living in that center today 
as a student missionary.

Involvement such as this by people 
all over our convention could revitalize 
the life of our churches. People would 
be going to a given place at a given 
time because they had a common ex­
perience and they were building each 
other up in the body of Christ to be 
the people and servants of God in our 
time. ■

I) E. Glenn Hinson, The Church: Design 
for Survival (Nashville: Broadman 
Press, 1967), p. 36. The author cortL 
mends this new book . by a fonder 
colleague and acknowledges his in­
debtedness to it at several points; its 
perspective is congenial to the theology 
of mission advocated by the author. 
2) Ibid., p. 101.

December, 1967 21



WHAT IS THE GREATEST 
MOTIVATING FORCE IN 
THE WORLD?

Is what motivates you a desire for 
material wealth? Fame? Security? 
Authority? Happiness?

Dr. Ralph M. Smith, in his book 
"Living the Spirit-Filled Life," reveals 
the most powerful motivating force 
on earth.

Introduction is by Wallace E. John­
son, president of Holiday Inns of 
America, Inc.

Oder from your Baptist Book Store 
at $2.95 per copy.

(Name and Address of Your 
Nearest Baptist Book Store)

Gentlemen:
Please send me -------- copies of

"Living the Spirit-Filled Life." I en­
close __________ plus--------- % sales
tax.

Name------------------------------------------

Address__ _______________—--------

City_____________________________

State -------------------T---------------------—
Zip

Is the 
Church Powerless 

in a 
Scientific World ?

by Margaret Mead

"The sin today is the sin of 
iynoranee where knou-ledye 
is available. of failiny to seek 
for more knoirledye non- that 
tre hare the means of seekiny 
it. of failiny to believe that the 
troth ivill make us free. "

It is the way of those who follow the 
Judaeo-Christian path to be troubled, 
to search jn the sky and in their own 
hearts for sffens and portents th^t all is 
not well. Such exercises of furious and 
exacting imagination are then often fol­
lowed by long periods that some call 
stagnation and apathy and othdrs call 
betrayal—when the flame of religious 
witness burns very low, the young men 
who should be seeing visions go else­
where and the life of the church gives 
little light to the world.

We are just emerging from such a 
period, when it has seemed that the 
churches were powerless to wrestle with 
the new forces of worldwide resolution, 
with forms of warfare that threaten the 
whole of mankind and with powers 
from science that seem to give man in­
calculable capacities either to destroy 
the world or to make it anew. With 
these earthshaking changes, a new 
sense of helplessness, of being strangers 
in a world too large to love, has fallen 
upon many of the churches. But from 
this sense of weakness, of ignorance 
and humility, of reaching out for every 
kind of help, there can come the 
strength which will make the Christian 
churches of this world a mighty force 
to temper the storm that has been re­
leased, not by wickedness and sin, but 
by knowledge that we do not know 
how to use.

Millions of people die today where 
hundreds died before: of hunger, of 
diseases that could be cured, in mas­
sacres, in wars (hat we have not learned 
to prevent. But these millions who suffer 
do not challenge our Christian compas­

sion, do not brand us as sinful, more 
than one unanswered cry of needless 
suffering from a single child. What these 
millions do challenge is our understand­
ing. The Christian message has slum­
bered, locked in ancient and loved in­
stitutional forms; and although the res­
idue of ages of belief has provided 
secular man with a conscience to ques­
tion what is happening in the world, it 
has given him neither grace nor faith to 
cope effectively with the new dangers 
and the new possibilities.

Last year, when I attended the World 
Conference on Church and Society, in 
Geneva, it seemed to me that this 
church-sponsored meeting of more than 
400 theologians and laymen was itself 
a recognition of the need for a new 
form of Christian responsibility. Chris­
tians from every continent, from old 
and new societies, of every race and of 
many faiths and practices, men and 
women, old and young, were gathered 
together to ask: What is our place in 
this new world?

It was the more momentous because 
not only those dedicating their vocation­
al lives to the church were taking part; 
there were also laymen participating 
whose kinds of competence the minis­
tries once treated with tolerant love at 
best, with disdain at worst. The fact that 
many of us were asked to speak as sW 
cial scientists, to discuss with church­
men what we had learned from the secu­
lar study of fhankind, seemed to me a 
measure of the new participation by 
the church in a pluralistic world.

In the 2,000 years of Christian his­
tory we have substituted the nation f”r 
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the tribe, the city-state and the empire; 
now we are in the process of trying to 
invent the structures that will contain 
nations safely within a world order of 
law, through which the love of man for 
man can be expressed. We have learned 
to plant and to reap so effectively that 
it is possible for one man to feed 50 or 
even 100 others, and feed them well. 
We have invented machines that de­
humanized men in factories and mines; 
and now we have made new inventions 
that will make it possible to invest men 
with a fuller humanity than they had 
before. During former centuries of the 
Christian era there were many things 
that we could do only pn a small, sym­
bolic scale—washing the feet of a few 
beggars, binding up the wounds after 
a battle we did not have the understand­
ing to prevent, feeding a few orphans. 
All these things men can now do on a 
world scale, thanks to the growth of 
human knowledge. We no longer, out 
of necessity, must close our eyes to the 
thousands just over the mountain and 
sea for whom we could do nothing.

Science has given us ways to make 
'he deaf hear and the lame walk, to 
feed the hungry and to know that all 
men are brothers, not only to the eye 
of faith and the heart of love but also 
because we belong to one species among 
the creatures of the earth. Now in this 
modern, intercommunicating world, we 
not only can see and hear one another 
half a world away but we also can meet 
logether and know one another for 
neighbors within the human community 
and brothers-as the children of God.

The Conference on Church and So­

ciety was significant because it is one of 
an increasing number of attempts-by 
Christians to come to grips with the 
results of scientific changes in the world 
—with our minds as well as our will 
and spirit. But such conferences will, 
fail if tl^ey only provide sounding boards 
for those caught in the midst of change 
and opportunities for the expression of 
sympathy from those who look on. If 
these meetings are to make a difference 
to the world, those of us who take part 
in them and those of us who are in 
sympathy with their aims must take 
from them a sense of what needs to be 
done in the world and try to understand 
how to do it.

The form of sin changes through his­
tory. It is fruitless anti wanton to accuse 
the men of the past of failure. They had 
neither the knowledge nor the oppor­
tunities that we have today. And they 
did not wholly fail; that we today are 
asking what we can do testifies to that 
fact. The sin today is the sin of ignor­
ance where knowledge is available, of 
failing to seek for more knowledge now 
that we have the means of seeking it, 
of failing to believe that the truth will 
make us free.

One task of the church, the task of 
stewardship, is, as it has always been, 
to cherish and protect the lives of men 
and the life of the world. Today it is 
possible to do this as never before; and 
it is possible to fail altogether, not just 
for a decade or a century, but for all 
life on this earth forever. The scope of 
our responsibility involves moral and 
ethical problems of new and terrible

Ideal for

Giving

CHRIST AND THE CAROLS 
William J. Reynolds

This book honors Christ by showing mow he is 
presented in Christmas songs and carols. A brief 
history shows the development of carols in the 
Isaac Watts period, the nineteenth century, and 
modern times. (26b) $1.50

ONE LAST CHRISTMAS
Bill Cannon

An action-packed story of a "problem" son re­
turning home for Christmas after ten years. A 
cropduster pilot is torn between his resentment 
of God for a past tragedy and his desire to 
return home—to his birthplace and to God. (26b)

$1.50
GOO SO LOVED, HE GAVE
R. L. Middleton

Devotional features focus on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas themes to lead the reader to give 
thanks for God's great gift—Christ. (26b) $2.50

PABLO AND THE MAGI
Harold E. Dye

The confrontation of a sophisticated New York 
scientist and a friendly, humble Mexican family 
the week before Christmas, leads to some un­
expected conclusions on the Arizona desert. 
(26b) $1.95

Give BROADMAN BOOKS
gTp for Christmas. Select them at 
» your Baptist Book Store.
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proportions, and has broadened to in­
clude a world of billions of people, a 
physical world which we have the pow­
er to devastate and render uninhabita­
ble. If we cringe before these immense 
new powers of men, if we escape into 
our churches and chapels and comfort 
ourselves with our owp-priyate faith, we 
will indeed have betrayed the Lord who 
said: Feed my lambs.

In the past the! Christian could pray 
for peace; he count die at the stake for 
his beliefs; he cobkjsell all his goods 
and give to the poor. With such acts 

The Giftable, 
Pocket-size 
Commentary...

Concise! Compact! Convenient! Slip this small 
Sunday School lesson commentary into your 
pocket or purse; study whenever and wherever 
you have time. Each lesson contains an introduc­
tion, the full Scripture passage, brief comments 
on the main lesson points, truths to live by, and 
references for daily Bible readings. Comprehen­
sive and well organized, POINTS FOR EMPHASIS 
by Clifton J. Allen is ideal for the busy Bible stu­

dent, for gifts, and for those who travel. (26b) 
95<

m PUBLISHED BYH
■fl BROADMAN PRESS 
QB and available at your 
BAPTIST BOCK STORE

earlier Christians built a climate of 
opinion in which today we can organize 
for peace, create a world of law in 
which men are free to think and to 
choose and work toward the knowledge 
of how to feed all the hungry.

It is now the task of the churches 
to know1, with precision and passion, 
what is known—about the organization 
of nations and the growth of interna­
tional institutions that can ensure peace 
and order; about the need for and the 
ways of curbing the population explo­
sion before it plunges mankind into 

famine; about the economics of the 
modern world and the limitations in­
volved in different kinds of markets 
which make either poor people poorer 
under private capitalism or poor nation- 
poorer under state monopolies.

It is the task of the churches to know 
that the forms of family life appropriate 
for scattered agricultural and pastora' 
peoples, with a high infant death rate 
are out-of-date and terribly dangerous 
It is the task of the churches to know 
the difference between the industrial 

• revolution based on limited power ami 
brutalizing work and the new scientific 
revolution, which can free men from 
being slaves but involves new risks foi 
men as individual persons. It is the task 
of the churches to know that our land 
and air and water are being polluted 
wasted and irreversibly damaged, and 
that this need not be.

The church has many old, uncom­
pleted tasks—such as the reaffirmation 
that we are the keepers of those who 
live nearby, of the young, the poor, the 
deprived at our very doorstep; such as 
the abolition of any denigration of an­
other because his skin is dark or light: 
such as learning to treat women as peo­
ple, with not only souls but also minds. 
But the circumstance that the old tasks 
are uncompleted is no excuse for not 
undertaking the new. We cannot stop 
at underlining those things that we 
could have done and did not, long ago 
or even a quarter of a century ago. The 
uncompleted business of yesterday must 
be absorbed into the business x>f today 
and tomorrow.

In the past we have had three prin­
cipal forms of Christian community. 
The all-embracing church contained the 
wise and the foolish, the devout and the 
frivolous, the old and the young, the 
rich and the poor, the educated ami 
the uneducated, the frightened and the 
brave. By its all-inclusiveness the church 
also became almost identical with the 
society within which it existed, sharing 
the virtues and vices, the prejudices and 
biases, the injustices and cruelties of 
that society, even while carrying for­
ward the continuing message of the 
Christian gospel. Within this churcii. 
which became coextensive with whole 
communities, there have been two forms 
of special dedication: the monastic reli­
gious order, self-selected from each gi i- 
eration, drawing its strength from us 
separation from the world; and the 
in which a group of people originally 
aflame with a new vision drew ap:-.t 
within narrow walls in a vain attempt 
to keep the original vision.

These old patterns are no long-r 
enough. The churches must shake them­
selves loose from their imprisonmc it
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within the archaic forms of a vanishing 
society and establish new forms of face- 
to-face community, within which chil­
dren can be reared in an experience of 
faith and men may learn neighborliness 
in the world close to them so that their 
imaginations can extend it to the four 
corners of the earth. And we need 
wholly new forms also in which men 
and women of every calling tan form 
new kinds of association, within which 
they can strengthen one another against 
the temptations of power that the new 
knowledge gives—the temptations to 
use our new knowledge without respon­
sibility or humility. Given freedom and 
individuality within the Christian faith 
in an open-ended secular society, there 
is need also of the discipline of new 
structures within which to exercise the 
new knowledge.

/ There have been ages and places 
where Christian witness meant with­
drawal from the world; there have been 
other ages and places where witness 
meant suffering and dying; there have 
been others when deeds of helpfulness 
—caring for the orphan and the widow, 
the sick and the stranger—were princi­
pal tasks. Today, above all else the task 
of the church is to understand what is 
happening, to use with wisdom and 
dedication all that is known, and to 
demand that what is needed for the 
safety and well-being of man be pur­
sued until it is known.

In particular, we need the support of 
the churches for the application of all 
existing knowledge to the cause of world 
order, international law and worldwide 
institutions; the establishment of food 
banks around the world to guard against 
famine; application of known methods 
and continued research on new methods 
of conception controPfo bring the popu­
lation of the earth into balance; interim 
measures to bridge the gap between the 
richest and the poorest countries; the 
equalization of opportunity for racially 
and socially deprived peoples within all 
nations; the purposeful, controlled plan­
ning of our growing cities; opportunities 
for youth to participate responsibly in 
the modern world.

Only with such support from the 
churches can we hope to build a world 
in which the people of each nation are 
the keepers of the people of each other 
nation. With knowledge and no faith, 
we may well see a world destroyed. 
With faith and no knowledge, we may 
'till see a world destroyed. With faith 
ind knowledge bound together, we can 
hope to cherish and protect the lives of 
man and the life of the world. ■

—Reprinted from Redbook, used by per­
mission from the author, a reknowned 
authority on man and society.
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For Gifts that 
Keep on Giving 

-Give Books

SOME THINGS ARE FOR KEEPING 
by Polly Gottfried
Pictures by William Dugan

Acquaints the preschool child with some 
not-like things and situations, and helps him 
decide on ways to react to them. Ages 4-7 
(26b) $1.35

FOUR-LEGGED HELPERS 
by Solveig Paulsun Russell 
Pictures by Jan Wills

Introduces preschoolers to fourteen color­
ful pulling and packing animals and shows 
how they help people. Ages 4-6 (26b) $1.35

COURAGE TO WIN:
STORIES FOR BOYS
Compiled by Mildred Dunn

Full of challenging situations and strivings 
against improbable odds, these true stories 
tell of courage and triumph. Ages 9-14 
(26b) $2.50

fOUR-LEGCED 
HELPERS

HIDDEN IN THE HILLS 
by Oren Arnold
Illustrated by Allan Eitzen

A lost and hungry baby burro, with a red 
bandana around' his neck, stopped the school 
bus. Who tied the bandana on him and why? 
A clue discovered on the bandana led to a 
spectacular rescue and cleared up a puzzling 
mystery. Ages 9-12 (26b) $2.95

THE LAST OUTLAW 
by Curtis Bisbop
Illustrated by Jim Padgett

The bitterest feud of the West was settled 
by a scrawny, near-blind pony and an un­
dersized kid from Chicago! There/s plenty 
of excitement and adventure in this action- 
filled story for boys and girls. Ages 10-up 
(26b) $2.95

THE BIBLE STORY BOOK 
by Bethann Van Ness 
Illustrated by Harold Minton

A must for every child’s library! The 
Bible Story Book tells the Bible in language 
little ones understand. Ages 8 and above can 
read the 298 stories for themselves. They’ll 
enjoy the beautiful pictures—85 in full color, 
and 130 in all. A special 70-page supplement 
explains life during Bible times. Completely 
indexed; endpaper maps; 672 pages. (26b)

$4.95

HOW THE BIBLE CAME TO US 
by Robbie Trent
Illustrated by Don Fields

Lost books! Burned books! Exciting dis­
coveries! Kings, farmers, inventors, and oth­
ers, writing, preserving, printing, and 
translating the Bible . . . children read all 
this and much more as the Bible, as far as 
possible, tells its own thrilling story. Ages 
9-14 (26b) $2.95

A BIBLE DICTIONARY
FOR YOUNG READERS 
by William N. McElrath 
Illustrated by Don Fields

Especially for boys and girls—definitions* 
of almost 2,000 words found in the Bible or 
associated with Bible study. 85 illustrations, 
128 pages. Ages 9-14 (26b) $2.95

Give Broadman Books for Christmas 
see them at your Baptist Book Store
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the version 
that speaks 

to our
generation

V TVew this Christmas!
White Moroccoette Vest Pocket Edition 
(illustrated at left). 23/« x 4*/«", only 

5/16" thick. $4.75
Numerous other styles, 

priced from $1.45 to $15.00.
Order from your Qaptist Book Store

THE STANDARD REFERENCE WORK 
FOR NEARLY 150 YEARS . . .

This monumental six-volume commentary on the entire 
Bible has remained the standard reference for nearly 
150 years. The entire King James Version of the Bible 
is included with extensive commentary by Adam 
Clarke. This set is the complete and unabridged edition 
with more than 5,400 pages of text. Each volume, 
$5.75; complete 6-volume set, $32.50
Order from vour Baptist Book Store ABINGDON PRESS

Baptists, Others 
Consider Evangeli­
cal Ecumenicalism

Forty Protestant churchmen, includ­
ing seven Southern Baptists, meeting in 
Washington, discussed in detail propo­
sals that evangelicals cooperate in the 
cause of evangelism, in essence approv­
ing a plan advanced by one of the 
Southern Baptists present.

The meeting, which was closed to the 
press, was called by Evangelist Billy 
Graham and Christianity Today Editor 
Carl F. H. Henry.

As a result of the meeting, a ten- 
member committee was established to 
study the possibility of a nationwide 
evangelistic drive across denominational 
lines during 1973.

An overall plan for the drive was 
presented to the group here by Jess 
Moody, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of West Palm Beach, Fla. and 
was approved by the group.

Moody earlier had outlined the 1973 
campaign at a meeting of Florida Bap­
tist pastors in Cocoa Beach, Fla. at a 
session called “Dialogue: Cape Kenne­
dy.” He called the plan "Win America.”

The only official action taken by the 
group was the decision to create a 10- 
man committee to “study the feasibility 
of an in-depth transdenominational 
evangelistic drive on a national scale 
in 1973.”

Two Southern Baptists were asked to 
serve on the committee: C. E. Autrey, 
director of the evangelism division for 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board; and H. Franklin Paschall, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Nashville, 
and president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Attending were key figures of the 
Churches of Christ, the American Bap 
list Convention, Southern Baptist Con 
vention, American Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod Lutherans, the Mormai 
Church in America, the World Evangel 
ical Fellowship, the National Associa 
tion of Evangelicals, Methodist, Presby 
terian, Episcopal, Christian Reform, Di5 
ciples of Christ (Christian Churches) 
Conservative Baptist, Orthodox Presb} 
terian, Free Will Baptist, and Evangel' 
cal Free Church.

It was not an official meeting^vii 
delegates representing each of th* d< 
nominations present. Rather, it was a 
unstructured, unofficial gathering called 
by Grahiun and Henry.

Three Southern Baptist Seminar 
presidents attended: Duke K. McCai 
president of Southern Baptist Theolog; 
cal Seminary, Louisville; H. Leo Eddk -

For Christmas-

THE NEW
SCOFIELD
REFERENCE BIBLE 

WITH CONCORDANCE

By far the most important, the most carefully con­
structed, and the most helpful reference Bible 

that we have in the English language.”
— Moody Monthly

Christmas giving holds new excitement this year 
with these beautiful de luxe editions of The New 
Scofield Reference Bible — the Bible treasured for 
more than half a century, now edited for today's 
reader.

Acclaimed by evangelical scholars and students alike, 
The New Scofield introduces thousands of additional 
cross references, expanded footnotes, and other im­
proved helps. It retains the theological positidhof Dr. 
C. I. Scofield and includes all the well-known>Scofield 
features.

Select these de luxe gift editions for personal and 
family use; for your minister, the student, and the 
Sunday school teacher. Each edition is unsurpassed in 
quality, craftsmanship, and design.

A choice of colors, 
a wide range of prices 

Each with Concordance. 1600 pages; 16 pages of New Oxford 
Bible Maps, with Index. Page size: 53/< x 8s/«".

Moroccoette.
French Morocco. Black, Blue, or Red.
Cowhide. With Family Record. Black, Blue, 

or Red.
Genuine Morocco. Black, Blue, or Red.

09172.
09173x.

0917«x.
09179x.

$12.95
$19.50

$23.75
$27.50

x indicates Oxford India Paper edition — only thick.
Also in Cloth. Printed jacket, stained top. 09170. $7.25

All editions except Cloth have gold edges and are gift boxed. 
Thumb indexing available.

7675

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
New York
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Text

CALENDAR
Order 
Today!
Size

MAXES AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT!

Beautiful works of art in full color for 
each month and inspirational Scripture 
verses for each day. It contains many spe­
cial features; such as, a helpful guide to 
daily Bible reading, and widely used Sun­
day School and Prayer Meeting texts.
ONLY 50c EACH! 3 for $1.25-12 for $4.50 — 25 lor 
$7.75 — 50 for $J5.00 -100 for 528.00 (On orders of 
25 or more cilondars. add 5% to cower postage and 
handling charges.) Write lor larger quantity prices. 
Church Imprint on cover or each month at slight addi­
tional cost. Minimum of 50 calendars. Businass im­
prints not accaptad.

Order from your local Christian Bookstore, 
Denominational Publishing House or

MKSSINOIR CORPORATION
Auburn, Indiina 46706 • Dept. 8RH2
Send me_____________ Messenger Scripture Text
Celenders for 1968.
Enclosed is remittance of $_________________ _

Nema_______________________ 2__________ _

Addrm____________________ _________

City, State. Zip____________________ '
Sorry, no C.O.O. or charges except to clergy.

6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Church Loan Bonds

FOR OFFERING 
CIRCULAR

MAIL TO- 
Bill Landers, Administrator 
Colorado Baptist General 

Convention 
P.O. DraWer 22005 

Denver, Colorado 80222

Name---------------------------------------------------------

Street--------------------- i-----------------------------___  

man, president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Robert Nay­
lor, president of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

Others were Autrey, John Havlik, 
also of the HMB’s Division of Evan­
gelism; Moody, and Alastair Walker, 
pastor in Griffin, Ga., who made a 
motion at the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion that the SBC study the possibility 
of cooperation among evangelicals.

Recently the SBC Executive Com­
mittee approved a statement which sug­
gested that Southern Baptists, “without 
compromising convictions or policy, 
should seek opportunity to share evan­
gelistic concerns and insights with all 
Christian groups seeking to express in­
terest in the field of evangelism.”

The statement asked the SBC Home 
Mission Board to consider the possibility 
of calling a conference of evangelism 
leaders of various Christian denomina­
tions.

Plans were announced for the first 
time for a nationwide Congress on Evan­
gelism tentatively scheduled in Minneap­
olis in the fall of 1969 under the 
chairmanship of Graham and Lutheran 
Radio Poacher Oswell C. J. Hoffman.

Gift favorite!

Dec. 27-Jan. 3 

Hanukkah, 
The Feast of Lights 

For Your Jewish 
Friends 

Send a Hanukkah 
Greeting and Invite 
Them to Christmas 

Festivities

Also discussed were suggestions for 
large evangelical rallies in.key cities to 
launch the 1973 drive as suggested by 
Moody.

The group also discussed possibilities 
for local fellowship meetings of clergy­
men with a view to common evangelical 
witness and action, a special emphasis 
on biblical perspectives among seminary 
students with the possibility of expand­
ing the current Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship to seminary level, and foun­
dation of a selective theological journal 
on key issues.

The Christianity Today report indi­
cated that there were no proposals to 
create a new organization, or for organ­
izational unity of evangelical denomina­
tions.

“Theological and ecclesiastical differ­
ences were not discussed. Each partici­
pant indicated present denominational 
loyalties," said the release.

The participants cited the spirit and 
intent of last year's World Congress on 
Evangelism in Berlin, and mentioned as 
the theological base for Iheir under­
standing of evangelism a statement 
adopted by the Berlin congress. ■

Pilgrim Bible
Edited by Dr. E. Schuyler Engliih 

with 37 evangelical scholars

"A practical working tool in the 
hands of the person who seriously 
wishes to learn more about the 
Bible." - Sherwood E. Wirt, 

Editor, Decision
Complete text of the King James 
Version • notes and helps on same 
page with text • introductions to each 
book • historical data • summaries - 
• comprehensive index • chronolo- 1F 
gies • maps and diagrams.
With or without Concordance in a 

wide range of styles, priced from 
•*$5.95 to $22.50.

Order from your Baptist Book Store
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
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A Popular Lesson Commentary 
and

Realistic Religious Fiction

A Combination Offer 
to Save You Money

BROADMAN COMMENTS, 196B
Edward A. McDowell and five other authors

Annual cofipentary on the International Sun­
day School Lessons with easy-to-use teaching 
plan for each lesson. Also contains clearly or­
ganize^ and stimulating exposition of Bible 
material, realistic application to everyday living, 
and visual aid suggestions. (26b)

Sold separately, $3.25

THE CROSSES AT ZARIN
Jean Bell Mosley

"A splendid portrayal of a man torn by 
hatred, suspicion, and revenge and finally 
touched by the love of God, has deep 
universal appeal."

—Daniel A. Poling 
Chairman of the board for 
The Christian Herald

This is religious fiction at its best! Zebedee 
and Salome, parents of James and John are the 
main characters. A tight-knit family, they are 
kinsmen to Jesus' family. The action takes place 
during the time of Jesus’ ministry with the cli­
max as the crucifixion. Full of suspense and 
moving dialogue, this book causes the reader to 
experience the struggle, doubts, fears, and loves 
of this "Bible times family. (26b)

Sold separately, $4.50

Buy the 
SPECIAL COMBINATION

for $.6.95

0
 PUBLISHED BY SB 
BROADMAN PRESS 
and available at your 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE

December
Chaplains9 Prayer 

Calendar

DEC. Is William D. Cooper, Tenn., 
Navy; Donald G. Hollenbeck, Mo., 
Air Force; Charles H. Pitts, Ga., 
Navy; DEC. 2: William H. Morgan, 
La., Army; DEC. 4: Henry C. Irvin, 
Va., Air Force; DEC. 5: William H. 
Graham III, Tex., Army; Carl T. 
Healer, Tex., Navy; Jack E. Nunn, 
Mo., Navy; E. A. Verdery, Ga., 
Southern Baptist hospital; Harold P. 
Wells, Fla., Army; D. W. Cusack, 
S.C., institutional.

DE&* 6: Calvin W. NfcCarter, 

Tex., Air Force; Harvey Joe Mills, 
Tex., Army; DEC. 7: Max E. Dunks, 
Tex., Navy; Robert C. Harllee, Fla., 
Army; Ralph J. Park, Ky., Army; 
DEC. 8: Jack E. Sutherland, Fla., 
Army; Fred Allen Rothermal, Tex., 
Navy; DEC. 9: Jerry D. Autry, N.C., 
Army; Bryant R. Nobles, Fla., Navy; 
Theodore J. Rogers, Ohio, Navy; 
Bradas L. Simmons, Miss., Navy; 
DEC. 10: Billy M. Hayes, Miss., 
Army; Robert T. Latham, Tex., 
Army; Gerald W. Marshall, Tex., 
Air Force; Charles D. McKnight, 
Tenn., Southern Baptist hospital.

DEC. 11: Curtis W. Brannan, Mo., 
Navy; William D. Harbour, Miss., 
Army; Philip E. Jenkins, Va., Navy; 
DEC. 12: C.O. Bigbie, Okla., institu­
tional; Travis L. Blaisdell, Tex., Air 
Force; DEC. 14: Boyce H. Creamer, 
S.C., Army; Thomas B. Fanning, 
Miss., hospital; Paul D. Robinson, 
Ala., Navy; Robert M. White, Tex., 
Air Force; DEC. 15: Frank B. Bag- 
gott, Fla., Navy; Hal. H. Eaton, Mo., 
Navy; Tommy L. Thompson, Fla., 
Army.

DEC. 17: Oscar H. Barrow Jr., 
Va., Army; Talmadge C. Carr, Tex., 
Air Force; Eugene T. Johnson, Tex., 
Army; Johnie L. Perry, Fla., Navy;

Wayne A. Stewart, Kan., Navy; 
DEC. 18: James A. Carter, Mo., 
Army; Carlos J. Lively Jr., Tenn., 
Army; Adlai L. Lucas, S.C., institu­
tional; Edwin J. Rowan III, S.C., 
Army; DEC. 19: William K. Craw­
ford, Ala., hospital: John M. Daniel­
son, Fla., Navy; Kenneth B. Dial, 
Tex., institutional; Walter E.D. Grif­
fin, Tex., Army; Robert B. Hemdon, 
Ga., Army; Jerrell L. McNutt, Mo., 
hospital; William T. Wallace, S.C., 
Air Force; David J. Williams, N.Y., 
Navy; DEC. 20: Wade G. Houston, 
Minn., Army; Vernon R. Simpson, 
Ky., institutional; Wallace H. What­
ley, Miss., Navy; Aubret H. White, 
Ala., Navy.

DEC. 21: Albert J. Blasingame, 
Tex., Air Force; Joe A. Davis, Tex., 
Navy; Leonard H. Miller, Tenn., 
Army; DEC. 22: Arthur J. Camp, 
Okla., Air Force; William E. Thomp­
son Jr., Va., Navy; DEC. 23: Wil­
liam R. Hollis, Mo., Army; John P. 
Kirkland Jr., Ky., Army; William D. 
Martin, N.C., hospital; Benjamin H. 
Walters, Ga., Air Force; DEC. 24: 
Jerry H. Holland, Ga., Army; James 
W. Kelly, Ark., Navy; DEC. 25: 
Clinton Helton, Ky., Army; Alla W. 
Robertson, Tex., Navy.

DEC. 26: Richard R. Helveston, j 
Fla., Navy; DEC. 27: Gene K. Me- ; 
Intosh, Ky., Air Force; Leonard W. 
Storey, La., Army; Douglas E. ; 
Vaughn, Tex., Army; DEC. 28: Al- i 
bert D. Prickett, Tenn., Navy; DEC. j 
29: Gordon H. Griffin, Miss., Navy; 1 
Wyatt B. Hammond, Tex., institu- > 
tional; Major H. Phillips Jr., N.C.^' 
Army; William W. Taylor, Mo., Air* 
Force; DEC. 30: Billy J. Price, Ga., , 
Army; Norman G. Walker Jr., Mo., 
Army; DEC 31: Frank C. Riley, 
Ga., Army.

FOR THE TREE 
OF THE FIELD 
IS MAN’S LIFE
- Deuteronomy 20.19

A tree stands straight 
in spite of storm and season, i 

Just so is a man’s life when, 
with the Bible as his guide, ’ 

he grows strong and is steadfast.

fCambric^
k Bittles h

Cambridge University Press has 
made Bibles since 1591. When you 

own a Cambridge Bible, you own 
a book made with craftsmanship 

inherited through twelve generations.
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NEW
STUDENT 
TEXT BIBLES 
WITH BIBLE 
DICTIONARY 
Here is the per­
fect gift Bible 
for the student 
and the studi­

ous reader — and it comes in 
a magnificent gold gift box 
with a cover design from 
Michelangelo's The Creation 
oj Man. Newly-compiled 
Bible Dictionary, newly- 
written study helps, 16 illus­
trations and 8 maps in full 
color, Presentation Page, 
and Family Register. Words 
of Christ in red. King James 
Version only:
Black leather with gold edges: 

$7.50 
White leather with gold edges:

' $7.75

STUDENT
TEXT BIBLES
WITH CONCORDANCE
The 128-page Concordance, 
many pages of Readers’Aids, 
and 8 full-color maps make 
these Bibles excellent for 
Sunday school and home 
study. They also include 16 
full-color illustrations, Pres­
entation Page, ‘and Family 
Register. Words of Christ in 
red.
Black imitation leather:

kjv $4.00, rsv $4.75 
Black or white Imitation 
leafher with zipper:

kjv $5.00, rsv $5.75 
Black leather with gold edges: 

kjv $7.50, rsv $8.50

for Ml ages. lA World Bible
Among all gifts, this will remain an enduring reminder of 

the Christmas spirit, reflecting your thoughtfulness and care.
You can choose from a complete selection of the highest quality 

Bibles, from a special edition for young folks to a large print Bible 
for older people. Each carries a lifetime guarantee.

YOUNG FOLKS’ BIBLES
These sturdily bound Bibles 
are especially suitable for 

younger readers, 
excellent first 
Bibles for Sun- 
day school. 
Printed from 
clear, self-pro­
nouncing type, 
theyinclude full­

color illustrations and attrac­
tive Presentation Page. The 
Rainbow Bible has a full­
color cloth cover. Words of 
Christ in red (except in King 
James Rainbow Bible).
Rainbow, full-color 
cloth cover:

kjv $2.95, rsv $3.75
White or black Imitation 
leather with zipper:

kjv $4.25, rsv $5.00
Black leather with gold edges:

kjv $5.50, rsv $6.50
Red leather with gold edges:

kjv $5.75, rsv $6.75

U'f\DT DIDI PC Kins l.mes Veruon (KIV) ar VVvIvljL/ DlDl J-HlO Revised Standard Version (RSV) WHEREVER BIBLES ARE SOLO

THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY a auaaioiaaa or tai naaa aiaaoa coaaax Cleveland, Ohio 44102

HERITAGE 
REFERENCE 
BIBLES
Beautiful to give, 
these slender ref­
erence Bibles are small, con­
venient to carry, yet the type 
is full-size, easy to read. They 
include center column refer­
ences. 128-page Concord­
ance. Readers' Aids. 8 full­
color maps. Presentation 
Page, and Family Register. 
Words of Christ in red.
Black leather with gold edges. 
16 full-color illustrations: 

kjv $8.95, rsv $11.00
Black or red morocco with 
gold edges:

kjv $12.50, rsv $17.50 
Blue or black Kashmir goat­
skin with silver edges:

$17.50 kjv only.

HERITAGE
LARGE PRINT
BIBLES
Even the center 
column refer­
ences are easy to 
read in Heritage 
Large Print Bi­
bles — ideal for 
older readers and anyone 
who reads the Scriptures in­
tensively. Contents include 
128-page Concordance, 
Readers' Aids. 15 illustra­
tions and 8 maps in full-col­
or, Presentation Page, and 
Family Register. Words of 
Christ in red in King James 
Version.
Black imitation leather:

kjv $7.95, rsv $9.50 
Black leather with gold edges:

kjv $12.75, rsv $l5.d|k 
Black morocco with gold 
edges:
* kjv $23.50, RSV $27.50


