


Students on Race
The day has come for us as concerned 

Southern Baptist students at the University 
of Oklahoma to overtiyexpress our opinion 
regarding the racial situation in the United 
States as it relates to the church. We are 
convinced that Southern Baptists have not 
done enough andlare not doing enough as 
local autonomous\churches to change the 
racial complexion OTs&merica. In the South 
as well as in other areas where Southern 
Baptists could have expressed the love of 
Christ by opening their doors to people of 
all cultures and all races, many of the 
churches have not integrated and may not 
be planning to integrate. This is a tragedy 
and as far as we are concerned, a great 
sin. The most segregated hour of the week 
in the United States is 11 o’clock on Sun­
day morning, and the last school to be 
integrated will be the Sunday School un­
less local churches decide to obey God and 
not their own prejudiced opinions. We can 
send missionaries to Africa, but when the 
people whom they lead to Christ come to 
the United States, they cannot join many 
Southern Baptist churches.

When a Negro invites Christ into his 
life, he becomes a child of God and a 
brother of all Christians, whether they 
like it or not. God looks at every child of 
his as his own child regardless of the color 
of his skin- I Peter 1:22 says, “Having 
purified* yout souls by your obedience to 
the truth for a sincere love of the brethren, 
love one another earnestly from the heart." 
Earnest love flows from hearts purified by 
obedience to God. It is time for all of us 
as children of God to become obedient to 
the truth by seeing all Christians, including 
Negro Christians, as children of God and 
by loving them as brothers. It. is time for 
us as the local church to become obedient 
to the truth by enlisting and welcoming all 
men of like faith and doctrine into the 
fellowship of our church as well as our 
Convention. If Christ is to be Lord of our 
life, racial prejudice and segregation must 
end—in our hearts, in our churches and 
in our Convention. We are thankful that 
most of the Southern Baptist churches of 
Norman. Okla, welcome any person of like 
faith and doctrine, regardless of race, into 
the church. It is our prayer that all South­
ern Baptists will soon take this biblical 
stand.

Signed by Brett D. Yohn 
and 100 other Baptist students

An Ugly Remark
The March issue has some worthwhile 

reading, but, as usual, there is an ugly 
remark about those who do not believe in 
total integration. The avid integrationists 
call them "racists." Kyle Haselden (p. 23) 
said, "they gave the Negro the Bible in the 
hope it would make him. docile." What an 
insult to Christians who have led thousands 
of Negroes to accept CRrist.

For a long time HOME MISSIONS has 
given more space to articles on complete 
integration of the races than any other sub­
ject and the writers seem to think they are 
the authority on this issue. I think they -are 
the real haters. They sit in judgment on 
those who do not agree with them. They

2

LETTERS
From Our Readers

call them names—racists, haters—say they 
don't want all people saved. Some even say 
they are not Christians! Yet, the Bible 
says one is saved by believing in Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord. It says nothing about 
believing in Jesus plus integration or any­
thing else. No one has a right to tell an­
other who has accepted Christ as Saviour 
that he is not saved. Each should study 
the Bible and learn how a Christian should 
live. Grandma Tucker proved the Holy 
Spirit does lead when we read with a de­
sire to know.

Jesus did not say go and preach integra­
tion, but the gospel of salvation. The Sa­
maritan neither stayed with the wounded 
man nor took him home with him. He 
helped in the same way most of us would. 
Philip led the eunuch to a saving knowl­
edge of Christ and baptized him, after 
which they went their separate ways. There 
was no discussion of integration when Jesus 
talked with a woman at the well. And one 
does not need integration today in order 
to be saved, yet some people claim our 
missionary work is being destroyed be­
cause we are not a completely integrated 
society.

Mrs. Hoyt S. Haynes 
Madison, Fla.

A Nee^for Insights
I can say that I consider HO^E MIS­

SIONS the best periodical that I receive. 
Over the past months I have happily seen 
it emerge from just another denominational 
publication to one of dynamic force and 
real value. I've intended to write to you 
for some time, to let you know that I con­
sider that you are doing a tremendous job, 
(in spite of what some of your critics say)! 
Keep up the good work.

Prior to my coming to Vietnam, I con­
ducted a marriage counseling workshop in 
which I presented a series of classes on 
preparation for, problems of and conditions 
for a successful marriage. We had numer­
ous discussions on sex and premarital re­
lations. The questions you presented and 
answered in your series on "Sex and Mar­
riage" are the same ones the soldiers were 
interested in having discussed and answered. 
Your magazine is a useful tool in my work. 
I appreciate it.

We need new insights not only here 
(California) but in the entire United 
States, especially in our churches. I'm 
thankful for men like you who are willing 
to see and accept new solutions for new 
problems.

Chaplain Thomas M. Richardson 
San Francisco, Calif.

Two Corrections
Thanks to Dallas Lee for his excellent 

presentation of the challenge of the Boston 
area and of the work which we are at­
tempting to do here. However, two points 
seem worthy of comment.

Regarding Miss Bair’s day camp pro­
gram (p. 14, column 1), the number of 
families who declined to participate seems 
insufficient to justify referring to them 
either as “many," or as a “boycott."

Secondly, referring to the caption on 
page 17, I am sure that Miss Pat Pollock, 

BSU president of M.I.T., would not wish 
to be identified with the position which I 
continue to discharge with such masterful 
ineptness.

Donald H. Stevens 
Cambridge, Mass.

Failing to Communicate
“Astride a Neglected Mission Field," by 

Russell Bennett, is an article (February 
issue) that provides an overview of urban 
ministries in spiritually needy locations in 
capsule form. Of course, the brevity of 
the article in speaking to the topic is a 
problem that ought to be recognized. The 
listing of the “conclusions of the study 
team" were both comprehensive and ade­
quate.

There needs to be a working definition 
of "inner city." "ghetto" and “slum." 
These terms are loosely used to mean many 
things and are beginning to carry emo­
tional overtones with people needing a re­
demptive ministry in areas so designated . . .

The matter of confmunication with "low­
er socioeconomic" groups is still subject 
to research since many other professional 
groups are meeting the same failure on 
their own part This is true in medicine, 
psychiatry, education, social services, pub­
lic welfare, as well as in the area of re­
demptive ministry. I cannot find too much 
fault with a church that is failing in com­
munication. But it is another thing for a 
church that has not tried to communicate. 
Further, the redemptive penetration of the 
lower-income society has itself undergone 
some extensive overhauling during the past 
several decades. Perhaps we ought to be 
a little less judgmental, even by implica­
tion, of church "failure.” To me the real 
failure would be in not trying.

On the matter of relocation, it may be 
that a solution would be that a church 
would be ambivalent—maintain both a 
suburban and urban ministry. It is a most 
difficult decision for a church to make— 
allow its resources to dissipate or forsake 
a redemptive ministry to a needy area and 
conserve its resources. Suburbanites also 
might even need a redemptive ministry! It 
is possible that there are other alternatives 
to: “leave and live vs. stay and die."

I think that it is important that Southern 
Baptists need to corpe to terms with "fail­
ure." We need to reevaluate what "failure" 
means in relation to our redemptive mis­
sion. To me, suspected lack of high moti­
vation needs to be examined a little more 
closely. I have spoken with many pastors 
whose motivation could not be questioned 
and who were also agonizing over their 
lack of "success."

"Selective evangelism” may also indicate 
a result rather than a process. It might just 
be possible that National Baptists would 
take a dim view of evangelistic work among 
Negroes. However, cooperative effort! 
would not be precluded. Again, centuriM 
of segregation have resulted in two parallel 
but diverse cultures among Negroes and 
whites. Again, it has been recognized that 
there are “lowWficome life styles." Accultu­
ration (in the anthropological sense) is a 
long and sometimes difficult process, but 
it must be recognized that acculturation 
must be achieved to some degree if groups

Home Missions 

are to work together in harmony. This is 
not said as an excuse for "selective evange­
lism" but to point up a particular problem 
in communication.

R. Ronald Robinson 
Jefferson City, Mo.

For Everyone
For awhile I thought I would not renew 

my subscription, but after the March issue 
with several very good articles, I decided 
to continue. The article about Jehovah’s 
Witnesses was very interesting. I think we 
should have more information like this, 
on the different cults and how we may 
witness to them. So many Baptists that I 
know say they just will not talk to these 
people or we are wasting our time when 
we do. Isn't it our responsibility to tell the 
good news of Christ to everyone?

Mrs. Gideon Roye 
Tohatchi, N. M.

• I wish I could share with you all 
the emotions that crowded in on me when 
I read "Rethinking the Theology of the 
Church" in the March issue. How I praise 
God for this work in Boston. I worked 
for 14 years in greater Boston and know 
practically every corner in the city. I not 
only came out of this area I came out of 
Roman Catholicism as well. When I read 
that your main interest is in people and 
not in buildings I just sat there and cried. 
I know the deep spiritual need of these 
people.

When I read A. R. Posey’s plea for 
Baptist polity in the April issue I cried: 
"Oh no. Lord, don’t let anyone spoil this." 
When I was converted I was moved to 
pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance. I 
thought I had never heard of such a won­
derful doctrine. Now, after 18 years of 
trying to cooperate with Southern Baptists 
I am wondering if I exchanged Catholic 
dogma for Baptist methods and procedures. 
Being blindly led by someone who is led 
by the Spirit of God is not the same thing 
at all as being led personally by the Holy 
Spirit. There are echoes here from Roman 
Catholicism.

What I am reading in HOME MIS­
SIONS magazine these days is restoring 
my faith in Southern Baptists. The leaders 
are still there, but they are not getting 
in the way. Be assured of one earnest in­
tercessor in this work.

Name withheld on request

A Sign of Hope
HOME MISSIONS is an unbelievable 

sign of hope in our understanding of what 
it means to share the gospel in the United 
States. For so many years the publication 
was a innocuous house organ.

Your new approach in the magazine ex­
cites me and makes me want to be rele­
vant in my ministry and serves as a beacon 
of light leading, guiding and directing my 
thoughts. I find it such a good magazine 
that I want to send it to the leaders of 
our church.

Robert H. Craft
Leawood, Kan.
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• ... one of the best magazines South­
ern Baptists have ever produced. Keep up 
the good work.

Bill Little
St. Louis, Mo.

• The revitalization of HOME MIS­
SIONS under your direction is one of the 
most significant achievements of Baptists 
during recent years. Now I actually read 
the journal—and I read it with pride and 
appreciation. Thank you for your capable 
and courageous leadership.

G. Earl Guinn 
Pineville, La.

• I am thankful for the fine work that 
HOME MISSIONS is doing. It is by far 
the most interesting periodical that our 
Convention is publishing. I have appre­
ciated every issue that I have received for 
some months now. The magazine is help­
ing point Baptists to the places we should 
be involved in ministering.

Abe G. Watson 
Brewton, Ala.

• Thank you for the most stimulating 
"Letters to the Editor" column of any 
Southern Baptist periodical. The rest of 
the magazine is rather interesting too.

William S. Garmon 
New Orleans, La.

• For so long I have wanted to write 
telling you what a wonderful magazine we 
now have. What a great thing God has 
done to this department. My prayer is 
people will be aroused and awakened. Last 
year I sent 14 subscriptions to members of 
my church and friends. Some are renew­
ing; some did not read the magazine. I've 
always felt if we care we are going to in­
form ourselves. The articles are the best. 
We could have many good WMU pro­
grams just using our HOME MISSIONS. 
I am sorry to read the letters of criticism.

Mrs. Leonard Moore 
Waynoka, Okla.

• I think you should be nominated for 
the "editor of the (year." 1 have never read 
a magazine befofe that has become so 
"atune with time.

Mrs. John C. Zachary 
Laurel, Miss.

• I want to express my appreciation 
for the new vitality I find in the magazine, 
as it comes to grips with so many of the 
problems that are facing our country to­
day. You and the Home Mission Board 
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are rendering a long overdue service in 
calling the attention of our churches to 
our responsibility in these areas and in 
giving us some indication of the direction 
we should go in meeting these needs.

Rexford R. Campbell 
West Jefferson, N. C.

• Your magazine. HOME MISSIONS, 
continues month after month to call us to 
a consciousness of our times and the chal­
lenges to the Christian faith. Your report­
ing on actual programs and projects that 
are working is stimulating and appreciated.

James T. Cravens 
Martinsville, Va.
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faith in Christ, the individual has not 
the proper spiritual life which can be 
deepened (the first objective) or noth­
ing on which a foundation can be estab­
lished for aiding mankind (the third 
objective). Man’s relationship to Christ 
is what Christianity is all about. With­
out that relationship we might as well 
close shop, because we will not be able 
to achieve the other two objectives.

Why then our emphasis upon the 
third objective?

When the staff of this publication, 
and most specifically Dallas Lee, began 
dur investigation into the Crusade of 
the Americas by interviewing leaders 
throughout the nation and by reading 
most of what has been published about 
the crusade, we discovered either an 
amazing ignorance about the third ob­
jective or an avoidance of the objective.

Because other publications of the 
SBC have avoided a strong emphasis 
upon this phase of the crusade, we felt 
that a proper balance should be struck, 
and we have put in our licks.

$2%
Our findings encourage us that actual­

ly the crusade is encompassing enough 
that it should demand the participation 
of all Southern Baptists. We agree with 
John Havlik of the evangelism staff 
that these objectives cannot be placed 
in sequences: the order is not temporal, 
and we must approach all men with all 
the demands of the gospel.

This publication over the years has 
stressed the social implications of the 
gospel more than it has stressed the 
need to evangelize, not because we did 
not have convictions on the latter need 
but because we have seen Southern Bap­
tists neglecting seriously the full im­
plications of Christ’s teachings.

Many have read into this stressing of 
the social implications an assumption 
that we did not believe in the necessity 
of rebirth through faith in Jesus Christ 
as a personal saviour. They had to read 
it into the material, because it has never 
appeared or been inferred.

This issue contains an article by 
Chevis F. Horne that this editor wishes 
he had written, it so well states his 
views. (See “All the Good News" on 
page 38.) The article presents the view 
that "the good news of the gospel is 
that man who has been alienated from 
God can have peace with God, and man 
who has been alienated from man can 
have peace with his brother.” As Horne 
also writes, "If I could preach only one . 
of these truths I would choose to preach * 1 
the gospel of (man’s reconciliation with 
God) but I don’t have to make that 
choice. . . . Whtff I attempt to separate 
these two great truths, I get a frag­
mented gospel which cannot speak to 
the deep needs of man." ■

A major portion of this issue is de­
voted to coKrage of the Crusade^jf the 
Americas. Some may feel that our treat­
ment contains an imbalance, with the 
greater stress going to the necessity “to 
establish true moral and spiritual1 bases 
for the betterment of mankind’s eco­
nomic, social and physical welfare."

We admit that the treatment does 
contain this imbalance, and the purpose 
of this editorial is to explain why.

The crusade has three objectives:
(1) to deepen the spiritual life within 
churches, homes and individual Chris­
tians; (2) to evangelize the Anqerican 
continents and (3) as quoted in the first 
paragraph above.

What of our commitment to the first 
two objectives? We feel as strongly con­
cerning the first two objectives as we 
do the third. In fact, the April issue of 
this publication was devoted to some 
creative ways in which we see churches 
and individuals moving to achieve the 
first objective of deepening their spiri­
tual lives. We have become very con­
cerned with the lukewarmness and lack 
of spiritual commitment which are in­
creasingly evident within our churches, 
but we have been pleased with trends 
also evident to the contrary.

Now, to the objective of evangelizing 
the American continent, or more speci­
fically, to the introduction of individuals 
to a personal faith in Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. Our commitment to this 
objective is as great, if not greater, than 
to the other two. ‘Without a personal

FCW experiences are as instructive as 

hours of crisis or traumatic periods in 
life. The Home Mission Board's execu­
tive committee noted May 9 a signifi­
cant anniversary. Twenty-five years ago 
(May 12, 1943) the agency paid the 
final $55,000 on a demoralizing debt 
that had exceeded $2.5 million 15 years 
earlier.

This was a tremendous, almost un­
believable accomplishment. Though dis­
counts had been offered, the board 
steadfastly refused them. Every cent of 
the debt, plus interest, was paid in full: 
but the indebtedness had brought the 
agency’s activities to a standstill for 
most of the 15 years. The missionary 
force which had risen to a total of 1,656 
in 1921 declined to 106 in 1929.

How did the debt become so large? 
How was it paid? What steps have been 
taken to prevent a recurrence? What can 
we learn from this traumatic chapter?

The board had begun to incur debt 
as early as 1917, and in 1921 owed 
over half a million dollars. Southern 
Baptists were increasing their support 
of home missions during these years. 
Receipts had totaled $100,000 per year 
in only four years prior to 1900, btit 
by 1917 had risen steadily to $416,000.

In 1919 the Convention launched the 
momentous Seventy-Five Million Cam­
paign, a five-year effort to raise $75 
million for a great advance in missions, 
education and benevolent causes. Dur­
ing World War I the United States had 
taken its place as a world power, learn­
ing how to mobilize for a gigantic task. 
The economy appeared strong. Large

THE EXECUTIVE’S WORD
By Arthur B. Rutledge 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

Lessons 
from a

Million
Debt

visions and high optimism prevailed. In 
such a climate the denomination, long 
needing a plan for enlisting and chal­
lenging its members to systematic sup­
port of its work, seized the opportunity. 
Pledges exceeded $92 million. Within 
six mbnths over $12 million had been 
paid on these pledges. But unfortunately 
the nation experienced a severe financial 
depression and final receipts fell $17 
million below the goal. Nevertheless the 
$58 million contributed was several 
times what the same people were giving 
prior to the campaign.

The Home Mission Board's allocation 
was $12 million of the $75 million goal. 
The board actually received $6,622,725. 
Though this fell substantially below the 
goal, these gifts during a five-year period 
equalled thrcc-founhs as much as the 
total received by the board in its pre­
vious 74 years of service.

Caught up in the enthusiasm of the 
Seventy-Five Million Campaign, the 
board made commitments on the basis 
of campaign pledges. The cash response 
during the first six months indicated this 
could be done with reasonable safety. 
When receipts began to fall short of the 
goal, the board was unable to cut back 
its missionary force rapidly enough to 
avoid debt. In addition, the agency be­
came involved in institutional projects, 
sdme by direction of the convention, 
and debt mounted. Other Southern Bap­
tist Convention causes followed the 
same course of expansion based on 
pledged, and by the close of 1926 SBC 
causes were in debt approximately $6.5 
million.

With a crushing debt of $1,617,902 
in 1928, the board discovered that its 
trusted treasurer had defaulted in the 
amount of $909,461. The board's total 
debt thereby stood at $2,527,453. After 
a recovery of $275,000 from the bond­
ing company and the personal assets of 
the treasurer, the net indebtedness stood 
at $2,252,453.

The Convention stood by the Home 
Board. It promptly scheduled and pro­
moted Baptist Honor Day on Nov. 11, 
1928, and provided a special offering 
of $397,444. It launched the Hundred 
Thousand Club which provided $636,- 
900 for the Home Board from 1933 
through 1943, and over $2.6 million for 
all Convention agencies. This was signi­
ficant. But beyond these special efforts, 
the board had to restrict its mission 
activities to the minimum and apply all 
funds possible to debt retirement.

In 1929 J. B. Lawrence became ex­
ecutive secretary-treasurer ofAhc board. 
His avowed purpose, supported by the 
directors, was twofold: to pay the debt 
and to maintain a mission program. In 
the main, Cooperative Program funds 
were applied to the debt, and Annie 
Armstrong Offering and other desig­
nated funds supported the mission work 
that could be done. This experienced 
administrator and gifted minister of the 
gospel, presently 96 years of age and 
living in Atlanta, led with a firm hand 
and guided the agency to the glorious 
dcht-frcc day of May 12. 1943. We pay 
tribute to him and to all those who 
worked with him as we recall the 
arduous struggle and demanding dis­
cipline of those days.

What steps have been taken to pre­
vent the recurrence of such a catas­
trophe? In 1938 the Convention adopted 
a Business and Financial Plan which 
prevents any Convention agency from 
incurring extended indebtedness without 
specific approval of the Convention. 
This plan is in operation today in sub­
stantially its original form. Also, the 
Convention now requires its agencies to 
maintain some funds in reserve for 
emergencies. Each agency makes an an* 
nual, audited report to the Convention 
covering all its financial operations. 
Each agency's annual request for Co- 

(Cont’d on page 45)
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cnusade of the amepicas

15 IT ENOUGH ?
by Dallas M. Lee

Look for a new “in" wjfrd to pop 

authoritatively into Baptist bull sessions 
this year—polarization: the act of creat­
ing positive and negative states, of 
dividing; or more practically in politics 
and religion, the elimination of that now 
not-so-nebulous middle of the road.

Really, the word is sort of the 1968 
substitute for the use of that good 
preacher expression “dichotomy." It is 
used to depict the quietly raging debate 
in the Southern Baptist Convention be­
tween those of the “evangelism camp" 
and those of the “social action camp.” 
As absurd as it might seem, polarization 
around these two “camps" is not to be 
sneezed at, especially with the 1969 
Crusade of the Americas only six months 
from implementation and the idea of a 
worldwide Christian crusade for 1973 
being discussed.

As one leading Baptist evangelist said: 
“This polarization is our greatest danger. 
We are driving ourselves to opposite 
positions; men are driving themselves 
apart.”

It is probably true that such a divisive 
process is taking place. The fiery emo­
tion erupting in the nation over severe 
and immediate problems such as race, 
poverty and war is bound to stiffen per­
sonal opinion and compel the undecided 
to decision. But there is not as much 
disagreement as one might guess. For 
example, no evangelist would say that 
the continuing experience of salvation 
should not make an impact on a man’s 

social attitudes. And few of the Chris­
tian thinkers who have been pigeon­
holed under “social action” would deny 
the necessity for personal redemption 
and rebirth.

This perhaps is the fact that gives 
the Crusade of the Americas, with its 
threefold objective of preaching and 
demonstrating the total gospel message, 
its greatest potential.

According to the stated objectives, 
the crusade—in addition to trying to 
evangelize the continents—is seeking to 
make church membership more mean­
ingful and calling existing Baptists to 
deeper commitment, the kind of com­
mitment that will manifest itself in “true 
moral and spiritual bases for the better­
ment of mankind's economic, social and 
physical welfare." (See separate story, 
page 11.)

Since the crusade objectives represent 
a well-rounded interpretation of the 
Christian message and include both 
preaching and social concern, it would 
seem that the crusade offers the oppor­
tunity for concerned Baptists to torpedo 
the polarization routine before it does 
permanent damage in the denomination. 
The debate, however, has spilled «ver 
into the early stages of preparationTor 
the year-long, hemispheric-wide Baptist 
crusade.

Several pastors and evangelists, for 
example, have made it clear that they 
feel the third objective—the one involv­
ing economic, social and physical wel­

fare—cannot be programmed like evan­
gelism crusades can be, but that such 
fruits of spiritual commitment are hoped 
for as a result of the year of evangelism.

J. A. Pennington, director of evan­
gelism for the Oklahoma Baptist Con­
vention, for example, said:

"The third objective will be an out­
growth of the crusade and not some­
thing that can be programmed. If the 
Spirit awakens Southern Baptists, they 
will open their eyes to the needs of men 
and lead them to find responsible ways 
to meet these needs."

Wayne Dehoney, North American 
coordinator for the crusade, put it this 
way: “This ij the fruitage of evangelism. 
It is that which must follow, that which 
will be the application of genuine revival 
and genuine evangelism, valid evange­
lism in the churches. So we are doing 
the job in the order in which it must 
be done. There must be some plowing 
and sowing and cultivating to bring 
the fruit in."

Others, however, are haunted by the 
ever-present fact that more than 20 
million Baptists of various Baptist de­
nominations will be participating in the 
Crusade of the Americas. What of their 
role, since they already have been evan­
gelized?

Some are openly hawkish on social 
action issues and do not mind stating 
strongly that the third objective must 
be implemented in order for a year of 
evangelism to succeed, that active com­

passion for the poor and the racially 
oppressed can become the “sowing and 
plowing" that will result in professions 
of faith. (See one spokesman's view 
on page 14.)

John Havlik of the Home Mission 
Board evangelism staff puts what hope­
fully will be a realistic clincher on such 
a debate. He said:

"The order of these objectives is not 
temporal. The first one—the deepening 
of the spiritual lives of church members 
—may be a prelude to the other two, 
but you can't really put these objectives 
in sequence. In the third objective, we're 
trying to say |t's necessary to cross bar­
riers—racial, economic or whatever—to 
reach men for Christ. We're saying that 
all of a community need the gospel."

The greatest barrier to evangelism in 
this generation has been our failure to 
go to all men with the gospel. Havlik 
said—"not just the Negro but to the 
man in the slum too."

"If we do business as usual and just 
take what ‘good prospects' come to 
hand, this will not he a real evangelistic 
thrust," Havlik said. "But if we try to 
meet man's deepest need by meeting his 
apparent needs, then we will be cross­
ing these barriers and this crusade can 
be different and be blessed of God."

C. E. Autrey, director of the HMB 
Division of Evangelism, who is directing 
the SBC's role in the crusade, pointed 
out that SBC baptisms in 1967 increased 
by 17,978 from the 1966 total, and esti­

mated another increase for 1968, saying:
"This shows we are having an effect 

in the area of evangelism, which makes 
it reasonable to suppose that we are 
having an effect in other areas of mis­
sion action."

Kenneth L. Chafin, professor of the 
Billy Graham Chair of Evangelism at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
made a statement large enough to sweep 
all points of view into one optimistic/ 
package:

"The Crusade of the Americas has a 
potential larger than any one group or

"Will the Crusade of the Americas 
say the crusade is for everyone but 
church membership is for some?"
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emphasis, if the people involved are 
willing to say that the crusade is big 
enough for them to work together and 
undergird each other."

Chafin tempered his optimism with a 
realistic assessment: "It is of tremen­
dous importance to understand that both 
of these two ‘camps' are fragmented— 
two halves of a whole. The people who 
do evangelism but who have no obvious 
concern for the poor, no obvious con­
cern for the racially alienated are really 
in the same boat as people who have 
all these concerns but who don't ob­
viously believe the gospel has something
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unique to say. I think we ought to keep 
pressure on both these ‘camps.’ ”

If the crusade is big enough to utilize 
different points, of view—and most ob­
servers believe that it is—then it may 
indeed have a unifying effect in the 
denomination and weld together the 
truths in both areas of thought. For 
Southern Baptists, at least, this kind of 
accomplishment alone would make the 
crusade worthwhile. But the primary 
potential of the crusade is that such 
unity of concern would strengthen its 
impact at a time when this nation and 
others in the hemisphere seem to be 
crying out, for some prophetic word.

With more than 100,000 Baptist 
churches in 28 different countries 
pledged to participate, however, the big­
gest single challenge seems to be getting 
more than 20 million Baptists "on fire” 
for the super crusade. In the U.S., for 
exafnjfte, Baptists have been voting and

pledging and resolving and debating and 
plumping for support of the crusade for 
three years or more. Some of the en­
thusiasm that marked the 1966 South­
ern Baptist Convention in Detroit seems 
to have dissipated. Wayne Dehoney, 
though far from pessimistic about the 
crusade, said the local level still needs 
to “catch fire," and quoted a former 
SBC president who said it took seven 
years for an idea to travel from the 
denominational level to the last local 
church.

Leonard Sanderson, evangelism di­
rector for the Louisiana Baptist Con­
vention, also expressed some frustration 
in communication:

"At the local level it seems many 
think they know everything in advance, 
that because it involves revivals they 
already know all about it. I tell them 
the srory of the Braziliqjh campaign 
(See separate story, p. II.) in 1963

and how the doors opened to Rubens 
Lopes (president of the Brazilian Bap­
tist Convention) to recruit other coun­
tries in a erdsade, then they begin to 
see that this thing didn’t begin at a 
conference table or at a denominational 
worker's desk—it had a spontaneity. 
They are getting interested."

Owen Cooper, Yazoo City, Miss, lay­
man who heads a crusade committee on 
lay involvement, expressed- a little dis­
appointment in the response of laymen 
in the U.S., as compared to the en­
thusiasm engendered in many of the 
Latin American countries. Referring to 
the Baptist Laymen’s Evangelistic Con­
gress to be held in Rio de Janeiro in 
July, he said:

"Frankly, I'm a little disappointed 
about the way it is catching on in this 
country. A trip- like that doesn't have 
too much glamour because a great many 
Baptist men were in the New Life Cni-

sadc in Japan, the California Crusade 
and so on."

Cooper said, however, that response 
was coming along. "We just need to 
put more emphasis on getting our lay­
men involved," he said.

Baptists in the U.S., of course, grew 
up in the heyday of revival evangelism. 
Many Baptist people who are “for" the 
crusade just don’t see what’s so differ­
ent except for the fact that it’s such a 
big undertaking. Many even seem to 
forget that Southern Baptists did not 
originate the crusade and that they 
represent only one of some 38 different 
Baptist conventions that will be partici­
pating. So there is a large degree of 
indifferent acceptance, it seems, on the 
local level, and much vociferous en­
thusiasm on the denominational level.

( American Baptists, in a strange con­
trast. are experiencing just the opposite 
reaction. The American Baptist Con­

vention officially has rejected participa­
tion in the Crusade of the Americas, 
and yet some 35 percent of the local 
churches in the American convention 
have enthusiastically endorsed the cru­
sade and intend to participate.)

"It’s so easy to say I’ll give my tes­
timony in the heart of the inner city, 
then never even speak to the afflu 
ent doctor next door about Christ."

National Baptists, who for the most 
part lack the promotional machinery 
to try to excite everybody, have nodded 
general acceptance to offers to partici­
pate in the crusade, although many 
Negro local pastors never have heard 
of it. In some local areas, such as 
Chicago and parts of California, the

Layman Cooper: 
"Frankly, I'm a little disappointed . . ."

Negro Baptist response may be heavy 
and their participation solid.

However, the racial crisis in the U.S. 
is at an urgent stage. It is. without a 
doubt, the number one problem in the 
nation at the moment. And the Negro 
in the ghetto, as one Atlanta Negro civil 
rights leader said, is experiencing a grow­
ing disenchantment with the church.

It will be in the midst of this growing 
Negro impatience with the nonviolent 
Christian way that Baptists in the Cru­
sade of the Americas will ask for atten­
tion in order to preach “Christ, the 
only hope."

Lewis Rhodes, pastor of the Broad­
way Baptist Church in Knoxville, said 
at a Christian Life Commission seminar 
in Washington. D.C.:

"Will the Crusade of the Americas 
say the crusade is for everyone but 
church membership is for some? Will 
we sing, 'Yes, we'll gather at the river,

I
SBC Leader Autrey:

"We are having an effect in the area of evangelism." Professor Chafin:
"We ought to keep pressure on both ‘camps.’ ”

Coordinator Dehoney:
"We are confronted with despair and hopelessness
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where bright angel feet have trod,’ but 
we’ll not gather in First Baptist, Dixie 
USA where dark feet of our brothers 
tread? New hope and a new day would 
dawn if we could move in the Crusade 
of the Americas to say to the churches: 
We want your cooperation without dis­
crimination and segregation but not 
your cooperation with them because it 
violates the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth 
who commands us to evangelize.”

Wayne Dehoney, who as North 
American coordinator is responsible for 
the details of cooperation among differ­
ent Baptist groups, including Negro, 
said:

"There is a danger that we will limit 
our evangelism (to whites only). How­
ever, we must recognize the fact that 
our.evangelism must be directly related 
Fd the world in which we live and that 
world starts at our doorstep. It is inevi­

table that we will start dealing with the 
people that we are first associated with. 
It is so easy for me to say that I’ll go 
down to a store front mission and give 
my testimony in the heart of the inner 
city, then pack up after the service and 
go home into the suburbs and never 
even speak to the affluent doctor next 
door about Christ.”

Dehoney said the crusade will come 
at a strategic time in history, and in­
dicated that the crises facing the nation 
could be viewed as opportunity for 
Christian witness. He said:

“We are confronted with despair and 
hopelessness on every hand. Life really 
has turned to ashes in our mouths and 
suddenly there is this great spiritual 
vacuum and this great hunger for mean­
ingful relationships in an empty world. 
So if Christ is the son of God, and if 
he does reflect the love and the com­
passion and the concern and care that 
God has for a lost world, and he did 
come to seek and to save that which is 
lost, then just think how relevant and 
meaningful the proclamation that Christ 
is the only hojfc can be."

Hope, of course, is what nonviolent 
civil rights leaders such as Bayard Rus­
tin and Ralph Abernathy say is needed 
to curb vicious outbreaks in the nation’s 
ghettos. "We need something dramatic 
now to restore hope," Rustin said.

“Then congress and the nation can be­
gin work on a thorough, long-range 
effort.” The crusade, with all three of 
its objectives taken into consideration, 
just could aid both a short and long­
term cause of hope.

Victor Glass, director of the Depart­
ment of Work With National Baptists 
at the Home Mission Board, encouraged 
pastors, as part of the crusade emphasis, 
to speak out strongly to their laymen 
about the urgency of the employment, 
education and housing problems of the 
American Negro.

“We need to change the individuals 
who make the decisions in this nation," 
Glass said. “That is the only way we 
will make an impact on the structures 
of4|gciety. As pastors, we need to go to 
the offices of our laymen^nd say, broth­
er, a Christian concern about those of 
other races is as important as tithe, as 
important as attending Training Union, 
as important as not getting drunk.”

‘‘Begin together, stay together, fin­
ish together and reap together."

Eugene Grubbs, evangelism director 
for California Southern Baptists, sug­
gested that preachers ’’lake advantage 
of every opportunity in regular preach­
ing to speak to national crises-and local 
level problems in the light of Chris­
tianity." He also suggested new member 
orientation as a proper time to explain 
that the Christian faith should find ap­
plication in social concerns, since this 
marks the beginning of the Christian 
experience for many.

S. M. Lockridge, a National Baptist 
pastor in San Francisco, was to speak 
at the California Southern Baptist pas­
tors' retreat in May, and was scheduled 
to spend one morning in a freewheeling 
question-and-answer session in which he 
was to speak frankly about things 
Southern Baptists do that hurt their re­
lationships with Negroes.

W. R. Grigg, associate in the Depart­
ment of Work With National Baptists 
at the Home Mission Board, offers these 
suggestions for cooperation with Negro 
Baptists in the crusade:

1. Since National Baptist churches do 
not observe strict geographical lines in 
associational organizations, it probably 
will be wise to use the Southern Baptist 
association as a geographical basis for 
cooperation.

2. Southern Baptist associational 
chairmen of evangelism should take the 
initiative to secure agreement of the 
Southern Baptist pastors to work co­
operatively with the National Baptist 
pastors.

3. Then , National Baptists’ willing­
ness to cooperate should be sought. As 
early as possible a joint crusade com­
mittee, composed of two or three pas­
tors from each group, should be set.up. 
One from each group should serve as 
cochairman.

4. Much care should be exercised to 
guarantee that all share “equally in the 
planning of joint ventures. “Begin to­
gether, stay together, finish together and• 
reap together," Grigg said.

5. All advertising should be done co­
operatively and aH financial expenses 
should be shared equally.

"Special responsibility rests upon the 
churches of the majority groups to give 
Christlike cooperation to churches of 
the minority groups in their effort to 
be a party to this great soul winning 
endeavor," Grigg said. “It is still Christ­
like for the ‘strong to help the weak.’ ’’

Other minority groups, of course, are 
to be involved in the Crusade of the 
Americas—such as the Mexican Ameri­
can and the Indian—and the same con­
cern surely should be -expressed for 
them. It is significant, however, that 
Baptists in most of the other minority 
groups are either affiliated with South­
ern Baptists or are direct targets of 
Southern Baptist mission work. Only 
the Negro remains clearly separated in 
so many areas of religious life for the 
reason of race.

The Crusade of the Americas also 
will come at a time when some are 
questioning the validity of mass evan­
gelism in modern America. Evangelists, 
however, are quick to point out that 
revivalism still has its place, especially 
in the context of diverse ministries, and 
not in lieu of diversified concerns. Leon­
ard Sanderson probably sums it up best:

“Revivals can help generate what 
other methods might be used to com­
municate the gospel message. For one 
thing, it helps revive interest at the 
local level in the total church !|fe and 
strengthens the church programs.

“In the Crusade of the Americas, the 
big qugition is: do we really believe 
Christ is the only hope? We must be­
lieve it first. I think God’s future use of 
Baptists depends on whether or not we 
believe it." ■
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CRuside of the ameRicas

The Crusade of the Americas was 

born out of the elation that followed 
a stunning 1963 nationwide evangelistic 
crusade in Brazil. With a base of only 
about 250,000 church members, Bra­
zilian Baptists reported 100,000 profes­
sions of faith, established 300 new 
churches and more than 3,500 mission 
points.

Rubens Lopes, president of the Bra­
zilian Baptist Convention, went before 
150.000 in a Rio de Janeiro stadium 
in 1965 and, at a point of inspiration, 
asked: "Now that we have completed 
pur national campaign for Brazil, shall 
we launch a Crusade of the Americas?"

The crowd chanted back: "Sim, Sim, 
Sim," (yes in Portuguese) and the larg­
est, most complex evangelistic effort in 
Christian history became as inevitable 
as Baptists themselves.

As part of a promotional trip to 25 
countries, Lopes captivated the 10,000 
messengers at the 1965 Southern Bap­
tist Convention in Dallas with the cru­
sade idea. At Detroit in 1966, Southern 
Baptists dramatically accepted the chal­
lenge. Shortly after that, the idea had 
unified more than 20 million Baptists in 
more than 100,000 churches in 28 coun­
tries and 38 conventions across the two 
continents of the Western Hemisphere.

A meeting in Cali, Colombia a year 
later set the direction for the mammoth 
Baptist undertaking. A central coordi­
nating committee was established and 
coordinators appointed for each nation. 
An oft-quoted document commonly 
known as the Cali Declaration set forth 
three primary objectives:

1. The deepening of the spiritual life 
within the churches, homes, and indi­
vidual Christians; *

2. The evangelizing of the American 
continents;

3. The establishing of true moral and 
spiritual bases for the betterment of
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mankind’s economic, social and physical 
welfare.

New Testament evangelism, said by 
some to be the only thing all Baptist 
groups could agree on, was defined in 
the declaration this way:

“Confronting individuals with the 
good news of the redemptive will and 
work of God in Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Its aim is the 
salvation of the total being of man in 
this age and in the age to come.”

Even evangelism, however, is open 
for some interpretation. (See separate 
story, page 6.) In fact, many observers 
believe that the American Baptist Con­
vention's official rejection of the invita­
tion to participate was rooted in a strong 
difference in interpretation of evange­
lism as might be represented by South­
ern Baptists.

The need for a great revival is not 
hard to define. C. E. Ailrey of the 
Home Mission Board evangelism divi­
sion, which is directing Southern Bap­
tist participation in the crusade, pointed 
out that rising population alone makes 
evangelistic and welfare concerns criti­
cal, saying: “Unless we do this, literally 
millions of people may starve to death 
as a result—not only spiritually but 
physically.”

And, as Wayne Dehoney, North 
American coordinator for the crusade 
said:

It is charged that churcfies are more 
interested in preserving themselves than 
in helping people. There is spiritual 
lethargy, indifference, self-centeredness. 
The Gallup Poll claims that the church 
is rapidly losing its influence in today’s 
world. In many churches, attendance is 
stagnant or declining. We all need to 
rediscover a vital personal relationship 
to Christ and seek afresh the mission 
of the church in the world today."

To avoid the tedious reputation that 
church “canvassing” brings to mind, the 
Home Mission Board’s Department of 
Survey and Special Studies has modified 
the traditional techniques with a cru­
sade slant.

The objective will be prospects,” 
Bill Powell, associate in the department, 
said. "I’ve found that most of our 
churches have a keen interest in locat­
ing unchurched people and see relatively 
little need for data."

The telephone will be used rather 
than the door-to-door approach, Powell 
said. Data cards will be filled out on 
unchurched prospects only, and only 
limited information—geared to help de­
termine where on the religious spectrum 
the prospect fits—will be used. Normal­
ly, door-to-door volunteers are used and 
extensive information is recorded on ail 
homes in a neighborhood canvass, 
Powell said. Speed will be the benefit 
in the modified approach. *

"Some surveys, of course, are for 
study and analysis purposes," Powell 
said. “But this approach is aimed at the 
greatest need of many of our churches 

a new list of real, live prospects.” 
The major thrust of the Crusade of 

the Americas apparently is going to be 
simultaneous revivals in the spring of 
1969. If churches and associations stick 
with the crusade calendar, church re­
vivals in March, April and May and 
area-wide follow-up revivals in the sum­
mer will cover the nation.

A Baptist Laymen’s meeting in Brazil 
next month, a crusade Continental Con­
gress on Evangelism in Washington next 
October, and late summer plans for 
city-wide surveys, 1000 evangelistic ral­
lies and personal evangelism clinics all 
are on the calendar of activities this 
year to precede the revivals of earlv 
1969.

The Panamerican laymen’s confer­
ence, of course, is hopefully what will 
propel Baptist laymen to front and cen­
ter in the crusade, mapping plans and 
inspiration for teams of witnessing lay­
men that will undergird the crusade. 
The Continental Congress in Washing­
ton later this year is limited to 2,500 
laymen and pastors, a proportionate al­
location to each of the participating 
Baptist bodies in North America.

For Southern Baptists’ role, the Home 
Mission Board's Division of Evange­
lism has been charged with outlining 
plans on a national scale. A detailed 
calendar of events and the 1968-69 
Evangelism Plan Book provide specific 
helps to churches and associatione^in 
preparing for the crusade. w

The Home Mission Board also is in­
cluding Project 500, the two-year effort 
to start 5uu new churches in particu­
larly strategic pioneer locations, as a 
way for churches to get involved in 
missions as part of the crusade.

The Woman’s Missionary Union is 
sponsoring and promoting PACT, the 
plan by which Southern Baptist indi­
viduals can be matched as prayer part­
ners with individuals in other countries. 
Prayer retreats for women also are be­
ing promoted.

The SBC Brotherhood Commission 
also is urging prayer support and seek­
ing to enlist volunteers to assist new 
Project 500 congregations. The Brother­
hood is promoting attendance of lay­
men at the hemisphere-wide layman's 
convocation in Rio de Janeiro in July 
1968.

Sunday School Board materials dur­
ing the last three months of 1968 will 
emphasize the crusade with home Bible 
study guides and daily devotion guides, 
and units on personal witnessing. The 
Radio and TV Commission also is work­
ing out the details for the broadcasting 
on nationwide television of three evan­
gelistic meetings during 1969. The 
Home Mission Board has earmarked 
finances for these broadcasts.

Lay involvement is getting perhaps 
more promotion in the crusade of the 
Americas than in any previous major 
evangelistic effort, except in lay revival 
movements. Owen Cooper, a Mississippi 
laymen who heads an inter-American 
committee on lay involvement, said:

“I find a great deal of excitement 
about using the crusade as kind of a 
launching pad to get laymen involved. 
We don’t need to minimize mass evan­
gelism—we need to do all that we can 
in that area. But we need to put more 
emphasis on getting our laymen in­
volved. There is growing recognition of 
that.”

In Illinois, the state Baptist conven­
tion has rented a train car to take 100 
laymen from 100 different churches in 
southern Illinois (where Baptists are 
fairly strong) into the Chicago area to 
show them the opportunities and the 
challenges facing the Baptist missions 
and churches in that city.

Cooper has suggested that if laymen 
find state convention meetings dull be­
cause of unfamiliarity, then evangelism 
directors and state executive secretaries 
should encourage lay participation in 
state evangelism meetings instead. "The 
state convention, for a person who is 
not familiar with all of the operations, 
is really a dull affair; but the evangelism

meetings are thrilling from the very 
beginning," he said.

Part of the Brotherhood supporting 
role in the crusade is to promote and 
help enlist laymen for revivals in pio­
neer SBC areas.

“There never has been a time when 
we have sought to involve laymen as 
we are in the crusade,” Autrey said. 
"We are giving laymen places on our 
programs and listening to them and tak­
ing their advice seriously. And we are 
calling on them to take definite respon­
sibility, not only in personal witnessing 
but in speaking."

Baptists in different countries prob­
ably can learn much from each other 
in this huge cooperative venture. As 
Wayne Dehoney said: "Small, struggling 
minority groups in Latin America have 
received inspiration and encouragement 
from their ‘big brothers’ in North Ameri­
ca. And the affluent, self-satisfied ’big 
brothers’ have caught the fiery zeal of 
their dedicated Latin brothers.”

The “fiery zeal" of Latin Baptists 
manifested itself in Brazil's campaign in 
a bold project called “Operation Paint­
brush," in which students and young 
people attempted to "join the Atlantic 
and the Pacific" by painting “Christ, 
the Only Hope" on the main cross­
country highway. Leaflets also were 
dropped from planes in Brazilian cities, 
another idea that probably won't “catch 
fire" in the U.S. The Latins are paraders, 
however, and some of that enthusiasm 
has caught on with some, although the 
march proposed by Wayne Dehoney in 
Washington during the week of the 
Continental Congress raised emotional 
opposition before being squelched by a 
denial of a permit to march.

Diverse ideas are in the mill in South­
ern Baptist state conventions. In Illinois, 
evangelism director James Ponder is 
working out details now for flooding 
northern Illinois with teams of personal 
witnesses immediately prior to the cru­
sade revivals.

On June 29, 1969, Illinois Baptists 
will top off an emphasis on witnessing 
through music when the Baptist Youth 
Choir sings during the seventh inning 
stretch of the televised Game of the 
Week at Wrigley Field. A youth choir 
production of "Good News" also will 
be produced during the 1969 Illinois 
state fair.

Ponder said churches in Illinois will 
follow a five week format for the 1969 
spring revivals. The first week will be a 
personal witnessing emphasis, the sec­
ond a directed prayer emphasis, the 
third a week of distributing portions of 
Scripture door-to-door and the final two 
weeks a time for revival preaching. 
Smaller congregations which may have 
a hard time setting up two weeks of 
revival preaching will spend two weeks 
majoring on visiting and one on preach­
ing Ponder said plans were being con­
sidered now to send volunteers into Illi­
nois state parks during the summer of 
1969 to hold services and sing-ins.

In California, preparation for South­
ern Baptists' Encounter California Cru­
sade in May 1968 sort of preempted 
promotion of the Crusade of the Ameri­
cas. But it also laid the groundwork for 
what evangelism director Eugene Grubbs 
believes will be even a better year 
for evangelism in 1969. He cited three 
lessons from Encounter California that 
he believes will strengthen the state's 
efforts in Crusade of the Americas:

I) Strong emphasis on personal evan­
gelism, conducting associational-wide 
clinics that offer practical help in per­
sonal testimonies and witnessing;

2) Associational conferences or clin­
ics on evangelism as preparation fat 
revivals, giving church members some­
thing specific to do in preparation; 
(Clinics tied to specific revivals have 
drawn large crowds in California.)

3) Scripture distribution, "which 
tends to encourage people to participate 
who never would volunteer to pass out 
tracts or handbills, but who are willing 
to do this and give a testimony while 
they do it," Grubbs said.

These few cited plans for 1969 are 
only hints of what might be done, of 
course. If, indeed, the idea of the Cru­
sade of the Americas does “catch fire” 
in the hearts of the millions of Baptist 
laymen and women in the U.S., anything 
might happen. It is inevitable that many 
pastors and other church leaders are 
hoping for large statistics to provide 
immediate indication of success ^luring 
1969. Hopefully, too, the next genera­
tion will be able to say in retrospect that 
the Crusade of the Americas struck to 
the very moral fiber of a nation and 
helped change the hearts of its people ■
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cpusade of the amepicas

THE THIRD DIMENSION
THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COM- 
MISSION GIVES SPECIFIC 
SUGGESTIONS ON HOW THE 
THIRD OBJECTIVE OF THE 
CRUSADE CAN BE IMPLE­
MENTED. by Foy Valentine 

Nashville, Tenn.

In the remarkably comprehensive Cali 

Declaration of purpose, evangelism is 
positioned properly in the middle and 
at the heart of the Crusade of the 
Americas. Preceding the second stated 
purpose of evangelizing the continents, 
however is the first: a resolve “to 
deepen Ine spiritual life”; an$ all who 
ever have concerned themselves serious­
ly and responsively with evangelism 
recognize the priority of this call to 
deeper spirituality.

Following the second stated purpose, 
however, is the third purpose, one of 
tremendous magnitude which we cannot 
afford now to overlook, ignore, bypass, 
wink at or shunt aside. Without the 
third dimension, the crusade would be 
a picture without depth, a line drawing 
without perspective. It reads: “the 
establishing of true moral and spiritual 
bases for the betterment of mankind's 
economic, social and physical welfare."

To bring into focus, now, the third 
stated purpose of the crusade is impera­
tive if Southern Baptists are to avoid in 
1969 the proclamation of a fragmented 
gospel and a fractured witness.

The Western Hemisphere today is a 
hemisphere in revolution. Problems of 
poverty, landlessness, joblessness, mili­
tarism, communism, injustice, racism, 
crime, political corruption, overpopula­
tion, disease and ignorance represent 
human misery and agony of overwhelm­
ing proportions, all at our doorstep. 
The needy millions of the Americas 
need to hear the people of God echo­
ing in this 1969 crusade the very mes­
sage of Jesus Christ who came to preach 
the gospel to the poor, heal the broken­
hearted, preach,deliverance to captives, 
recover sight to the blind and to set at 

liberty them that are bruised (Luke 
4:18). They need, moreover, to see 
Southern Baptists so caught up them­
selves in reconciling good news that 
there will be no doubt in their minds 
that it makes a difference to have been 
with Jesus.

To go to these desperately needy peo­
ple at home and abroad with slick slo­
gans, four-color advertisements, neat 
cliches and pat formulas for “saving 
their souls" would be to give them a 
stone when they are crying for bread, 
a serpent when they are hungry for 
fish, a batch of hocus pocus when they 
are dying for want of God’s great gos­
pel. To attempt to preach God's good 
news to them without identifying with 
them so as to feel their heartbeat, know 
their tongue and be touched with the 
feeling of their infirmities would be the 
ultimate impertinence.

God never has blessed an irrelevant 
message haughtily handed down by the 
rich to the poor, but he never has failed 
to bless his people when they humble 
themselves, pray, seek his face, turn 
from their wicked ways and proclaim 
the whole gospel to the whole man.

For the implementation of the cru­
sade’s third dimension the following 
things are worth considering:

(1) Maintain a sense of spiritual 
values that recognizes God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ as the 
starting place for this crusade.

(2) Work on this third dimensiea 
with the understanding that n 
docs not stand alone, but is 
properly brought into focus only 
in the :ompany of the other two 
stated purposes. Christian efforts 
to achieve justice and relieve 
suffering must be built carefully 

on the foundation which God 
has established in Jesus Christ.

(3) Give attention to such practical 
programs as the innoculatiori, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, of the 
people of Honduras with vac­
cines to wipe out the debilitating 
scourges of malaria and small­
pox.

(4) Prepare to make, for Christ's 
sake, whatever sacrifice is called 
for to teach some of the illiter­
ate to read. How devastatingly 
tragic it is that there are still 
multiplied millions of adults in 
the Americas who can neither 
read nor write.

(5) Discipline yourself to learn 
something substantial about 
Black Power, Communism and 
militaristic and then work with 
other Christians to find ways 
to confront these systems with 
God’s superior system.

(6) Put yourself in the place of the 
poor, the unemployed, the un­
deremployed and the miserable 
masses until you can feel their 
hurt enough to help them, 
through Christ, to find a better 
life. Are there not some ways 
Christians in this crusade can 
do unto others as we would 
have them do unto us? Can this 
cause simply be derided as 
“social gospel"?

(7) Remember that the Communists,' 
Pentecostals, the Peace Corps­
men and our own faithful mis­
sionaries have won many con­
verts in the Americas for their 
greatly diverse doctrines because 
they have gone where the people 

are, learned their language, iden­
tified sacrifically with them and 
have made a better life appear 
to be a live option. In this cru­
sade, let Christians present the 
claims of Christ in the light of 
our own firm commitment to 
the Christ of the “more excel­
lent way."

(8) Find individuals or families to 
whom you and your church can 
relate redemptively over a long 
period of time. Some of the 
devils we need to exorcise in 
this crusade will not come out 
save by prayer and fasting over 
a long period of months and 
even years. The kingdom, let us 
remember, cometh not with ob­
servation and not necessarily all 
in 1969.

(9) Remember that political corrup­
tion, eqonomic exploitation, rac­
ial injustice and family break­
down are tremendously complex 
socia( problems which are cap­
able of satisfactory solutions 
only as the people of God work 
responsibly to be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world.

(10) Recognize that evangelism and 
ethics are a part and parcel of 
the same redemptive message of 
God’s good news for modern 
men.

Too long we have neglected the things 
that make for peace and the weightier 
matters of the law. This Crusade of the 
Americas offers a ringing challenge to 
Southern Baptists in all three of the 
stated purposes. I pray God that we 
will keep clearly in focus this vital third 
dimension. ■

"Christian efforts to achieve 
justice and relieve suffering 
must be carefully built on the 
foundation which God has es­
tablished in Jesus Christ."
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Crossing Barriers
Photos by Don Rutledge

Something remarkable is happening in New York City. In this tough, 

pulsating super-.city of. 10 million, Southern Baptists—though tiny in 
number—are making a surprising impact, primarily because they are fresh 

and innovative where many other religious groups have grown stale. One 
of the best examples is the Highland Avenue Baptist Church in the Jamaica 

area of the borough of Queens. This small pioneer Baptist church has 
experienced more than 150 additions in the last year and a half, witnesses 

the presence of as many as six different language groups on Sunday mornings 
(See photo of interpreters above.), can claim to be the first to crack the high- 

rise apartment barrier and has proved as myth the rumor that "you just 
can t visit door-to-door in the big city." Jim Wright, the pastor, shown 

at right, started at the top of the Ebbets Field Apartments shown in the 
background and worked his way down. Today, more than 40 residents meet 
regularly on Sunday mornings for worship-discussion with the pastor of the 

nearby Park Slope Baptist Church, until recently a mission of the High­
land Avenue church. The language-culture members of the Highland 

Avenue church were reached through personal visitation also. As individual^ 
of the Spanish. Portuguese, Korean, Chinese, Japanese or deaf languages 

joined the church, the pastor stressed visitation with that particular language 
group. Racial, language and cultural barriers have been crossed through 

simple Christian faith and ingenuity. Christian social ministries and personal 
evangelism have combined to speak the whole truth. Christian imagi­

nation has been freed. And something remarkable is happening.

Home Missions
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RELIGION AND RECREATION: 
With a weekday program for young­
sters going strong—including the 
Saturday cartoons shown above cen­
ter, Wright decided to offer the f 
mothers something. He passed the 
word inviting the mothers to come 
to the church for a Bible discus­
sion group (above right) during 
the children's time at the church. 
Two came at first, then three and 
the group has grown ever since.

DIVERSIFY OR DIE? Jim Wright, 
an electrician before he was called 
to preach, has kept what he calls a 
"corporation approach" from the 
days that he worked for a large firm. 
"We have tried to build on the cor­
poration approach, which says di­
versify as much as you can because 
your possibilities for outreach will

be greater," he said. Here he is 
shown visiting with two Spanish­
speaking children in an area of 
Queens highly populated by Colom­
bians. The nearby Spanish Bethel 
Mission of the Highland Avenue 
Church is seeking to reach these 
Spanish-speaking people.

RACIAL WALL DOWN: This group 
of Negroes from Panama feel a 
strong responsibility to try to start 
a mission in their predominately 
Negro neighborhood, where many 
Panamanians reside, Wright said. * 
They meet in a storefront mission on 
Sunday mornings and then join with 
the Highland Avenue congregation 
on Sunday evenings.

Home Missions June, 1968



APARTMENT CITY: This concrete 
city of high rise apartments called 
Lefrak City houses more than 20,000 
people in the heart-ef Queens in New 
York City. Don Rhymes and his wife, 
shown opposite page center right in 
their ap.artment chatting with Wright, 
were appointed by the Home Mis­
sion Board aV'Wright's associates. 
They moved into a Lefrak City apart­
ment and immediately posted a no­
tice saying a day school for pre­
school youngsters would be held in 
their apartment two mornings a 
week. Callers were told that it was 
free and that the Bible would be 
taught. About 30 children in the 
buijdjng participate now, and the 
interest of adults and older youths 
has prompted Wright to release the 
Rhymes to spend full time at Le­
frak City. In June, they will begin 
holding Sunday School and worship 
services in an apartment. The chil­
dren shown with Rhymes by the 
movie'camera are part of some 150 
who show up for films and games on 
Saturdays in the apartment build­
ing's recreation room granted free 
by the management.

HOME BIBLE STUDY: Sam and 
Edith Elkins, previously of the Jew­
ish faith, have offered their apart­
ment in the Rockaway Beach area 
for a home Bible study approach to 
witnessing to Jewish residents of 
the area. About 10 years ago, the 
Elkins received a tract on Christian­
ity. They put it in a drawer and for­
got it until seven years later when 
they were moving into a new apart­
ment. They discovered the tract, 
read it and became disturbed 
enough to call a Christian minister 
for help. Later they became Chris­
tians and sought out an evangelical 
church.



BROOKLYN BEACHHEAD: A con­
gregation of about 75 is meeting 
now in this building, formerly a 
Dutch Reform Church. Wright, low­
er left, is shownjdsiting with the 
pastor, JerreaLBuchanan. Until late 
spring 1968,/the congregation was 
the 12th Street mission of the High­
land Avenue Iphurch. It was consti­
tuted as the'-Pgrk Slope Baptist 
Church. The old church building, 
which includes the gymnasium 
shown right, was purchased by the 
Home Mission Board for $45,000. 
It will seat 1,000 and has educa­
tional space for about 450 people. 
Buchanan said that included in 
plans for weekday and language 
missions programs in the neighbor­
hood was the idea of retreats of 
youngsters right in the church build­
ing, using the gym as a camping 
ground.

ENCOUNTER
by Kenneth Day

Detroit Rebuilds
Following Riot

PttORMFD CHUK*

SUNDAY

SUNOiYSCHOOL 9M5IM

CHURCH IIA M

The ashes have been swept away now. 

Rubble piles are hardly to be found 
anywhere. The process of rebuilding 
Detroit’s Twelfth Street area is back in 
full swing since the first break of spring. 
Burned out hulls continue to stand as 
sober reminders of the tragic and devas­
tating riot of less than a year ago. But, 
presently bulldozers are clearing the 
area while architects and planners are 
rolling out blueprints for a modern new 
community.

The city, state and federal govern­
ments are pouring millions of dollars 
into the rebuilding of this part of De­
troit’s west side.

New buildings are emerging as hope­
ful harbingers of a new day. Numerous 
agencies and organizations are locking 
arms in an effort to guarantee increasing 
opportunities for employment, better 
housing and higher living standards for 
all persons in that city. Private industry 
has made phenomenal strides in provid­
ing opportunities for additional thou­
sands. Many civic organizations have 
entered the growing number of con­
cerned who are attempting to provide 
solutions to the problems which gave 
rise to the infamous summer of 1967. 
And probably one of the healthiest signs 
emerging from the ruins of the area is 
the large number of civic-minded or­
ganizations springing up from the com­
munity itself. These organizations con­
sist of natives of the area and are ad­
dressing themselves to their own prob­
lems with deep commitment to finding 
their solutions.

Reconstruction is taking many forms 
in the city of Detroit—buildings, morale 
and civic pride, etc. And in the midst 
of this renaissance, the Christian com­
munity is facing one of the greatest 
challenges of its history.

In a number of ways Southern Bap­
tists in Detroit are attempting to con­
tribute to the new west side. Churches 
in and near the area are gearing their

ministries to community needs. Several 
are projecting a full weekday program 
of activities in an effort to expand from 
a limited Sunday to a seven-day contact 
with persons.

The Detroit Association has employed 
personnel whose time is primarily given 
to ministering to the population of this 
section. Jesse Mitchell, while serving as 
pastor of the Pelham Baptist Mission 
(located on Twelfth Street) is engaged 
in a special inner-city project under the 
auspices of the Baptist State Convention 
of Michigan and the Home Mission 
Board. Jesse is trying to convey Chris­
tian concern to the multitudes who for 
years have lived in ghetto-type con­
ditions. A door-to-door, person-to-per­
son ministry is being waged. Recently 
while calling on one home in the com­
munity, Jesse turned from speaking to 
the person who had answered the door­
bell, just in time to see his automobile 
being driven off down the street. At last 
contact with the Michigan folk his car 
had not been recovered. Just another 
evidence that his ministry in this area is 
needed,

One of the greatest investments of 
interest and resources of Southern Bap­
tists in rebuilding this area is that of the 
nearly-completed Baptist center, located 
just six blocks from the riot-torn section. 
The modern structure of more than 
23,500 square feet will be the center of 
activity for dozens of ministries, many 
of which will reach out into the com­
munity for person-to-person contact 
with the people. When completed and 
equipped the center is going to cost 
Baptists approximately $425,000. By 
some standards this sounds like a lot of 
money. But measured by the projected 
ministries of this center, few invest­
ments hold greater promise.

First, the center will house a chapel, 
(seating 120 and fully equipped with 
baptistry) which will furnish a meeting 
place for the Cass Park Baptist Church.

It was this church which provided the 
site for the present building. In fact, for 
several years a full weekday ministry 
has been carried on in the old church 
building which stood on the property.

A calendar of activities will stretch 
from early morning until late in the 
evening, seven days each week. Some of 
the more exciting ministries planned for 
the center are as follows:

Day-care and kindergarten program. 
Modern facilities are being provided to 
handle 125 preschool children in these 
two programs. The need for this kind 
of ministry is extensive in this part of 
the city, since a large number of moth­
ers have to work outside the home to 
provide income for the family.

Weekday Activities. In this category 
are grouped a variety of age-level clubs 
and activities. Some of these groups will 
be developed- around activities such as 
cooking, sewing, charm classes for young^ 
girls, crafts and other interests. Othe7 
groupings will grow out of a common 
interest, such as might be found among 
retirees—a “Golden Years" club for 
example. Activities would vary accord­
ing to group interest, but the common 
denominator is to be found in that all 
are basically inactive and in retirement 
years.

A Well-Baby Clinic. Working closely 
with the local health department and 
local physicians, the center will provide 
outpatient attention for a number of 
babies and small children in the area.

A Counseling Center. Again, drawing 
on the local agencies as well as private 
professional individuals the center will 
provide an extensive counseling service 
for the area. Included in the scope of 
this ministry will be help for couples ex­
periencing marriage difficulties an$l bor­
dering on divorce; support and direction 
for unwed mothers; help for the alcohol­
ic and drug addict and other areas of 
special need.

continued on page 43
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THE AMERICAN NEGRO'S PLIGHT;

Whv Southern Buptists
Can und Should Act Nou*

The Negro who lives in Harlem or 

Chicago's rat-infested tenements will 
not be happier by being told by Southern 
Baptist preachers and missionaries that 
the bread of heaven will sustain him 
when he knows that Jesus did not send 
those away hungry who listened to him 
gladly by the wayside. The desire for and 
contention to acquire bread is commen­
surate with New Testament teachings. 
Southern Baptists must sooner or later 
face up to these facts. We can no long­
er turn a deaf ear to the audible voices 
of our sociologists who declare that the 
plight of the Negro now stranded in 
northern ghettos stems from 300 years 
of serfdom on southern farms. Lately 
he has been chased by farm automation. 
And who was the predominantly reli­
gious communion of the South?—South­
ern Baptists.

Should and when Southern .Baptists 
decide to meet this challenge they have 
at least three assets. First, the Negro 
and white Southerner share a common 
culture, Anglo-Saxon. Thus, it facilitates 
communication between the two. When 
both are on the right track, rapport be­
tween the races may well appear in Mis­
sissippi before it does in New York or 
Chicago.

Secondly, Southern Baptists have 
Negro members who have proved their 
genuine concern for civil rights by ac­
tivity in their own communities. They 
have gained the respect and confidence 
of the Negro. Yet, they have not 
jumped on the bandwagon of the ex­
tremists. To the white man they are not 
extremists and equally to the Negro they 
are not Uncle Toms. They can beckon 
to both, if allowed to, “come and let 
us reason together."

When a recent crime wave hit ou^k 
area, our church was burglarized four 
times, women raped and local businesses 
held up repe^edly. Upon a thorough 
check, I discovered that all fingers 
pointed to Negroes as the culprits. I 
took to the local press and told 4 mil­
lion Long Islanders that "God does not 

approve of black sin in New York any­
more than he does white sin in Mis­
sissippi."

Thirdly, some of us have had both 
the training and experience in working 
with big city ghettos. I am prepared to 
say that the federal government’s anti­
poverty program was doomed to failure 
before it got off the ground. The gov­
ernment cannot reach the whole man. 
Its program at best is geared to ap­
pease the ghetto in order to avoid vio­
lence. In other words, as long as Uncle 
Sam sees that the streets are kept cool, 
he feels that his investment has paid 
off.

“The well organized machinery of 
Southern Baptists could be utilized 
to foster the first real approach to 
our nation’s festering sore.”

The local church may help design 
and administer to the needs of the total 
man. This is where the well organized 
machinery of Southern Baptists, coupled 
with the above assets, could be utilized 
to foster the first real approach to our 
nation’s festering sore. This is where 
the action must be.

The United Church of Christ works 
through Ad-hoc. The Methodists work 
through what they call, "MUST," Met­
ropolitan Urban Service Training, per­
haps the best of all programs designed 
by Protestants thus far. “MUST" is 
more or less an ecumenical approach. 
It seeks to be a clearing house for 
churches to work directly with the gen­
eral populace on community matters, 
such as schools, etc. Yet, "MUST’ does 
not get down to the “nitty gritty" of to­
day’s ghetto problem.

Imagine yourself as an artist and 
draw a picture of the ghetto. Try and 
compare it with the earth’s several lay­
ers of atmosphere. These layers are low 
wages, asphalt jungle, poor schools, dis­

ease. crime, slum lords, intraracial jeal­
ousy and suspicions, etc. Any program 
ot Southern Baptists should seek not 
only to alleviate the immediate prob­
lems. but function both as healing and 
preventive measures. This calls for 
much prayer and study. However, the 
need is so pressing that time is of the 
essence.

Southern Baptists are gifted with tal­
ented personnel. Paul S. James, Lco- 
bardo Estrada and David Morgan in 
New York and others have lived on the 
perimeter of this problem for a decade. 
They have well staked claims and could 
be called in to contribute toward such 
planning. Victor Glass and W. R. Grigg 
of the Home Mission Board have given 
their lives to National Baptist work. 
They know key Negro pastors across 
the nation on first name bases.

Take the above personnel, plus their 
Negro counterparts, sociologists from 
our colleges and universities and you 
have a team who could overnight put 
together a pilot program whose results 
may prove the format for the Conven­
tion's major efforts once its machinery 
has been tooled and geared toward this 
new venture Jin home missions.

It was not my intention to negate 
either the federal government or our de­
nomination’s roles in anti-poverty work. 
Those hot summers we have experi­
enced in recent years make it quite ob­
vious that there is no cure-all from 
allocating dollars on the basis of ap­
peasement or containment.

It is not my idea to prod Southern 
Baptists into such venture as a face­
saving mechanism. If we see the light, 
then let us roll up our sleeves and go 
to work knowing that our Lord has re­
vealed that this is where the action 
must be.

I was one of 150 Negro ministers from 
across America who assembled with the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in Mi­
ami, last February 19-24. The purpose 
was to conduct a workshop on "Crisis in 
our Cities,” for which the Ford Foun­

dation gave the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference a sizable grant. 
Apart from Dr. King’s, the most sober 
and audible voice was that of Bayard 
Rustin, organizer of the 1963 march on 
Washington, renown world lecturer and 
currently director of the A. Phillip Ran­
dolph Institute in Harlem.

Rustin contends that the Negro also 
takes up residence in a fool’s paradise 
when he resorts to black extremism, 
especially if he thinks he can make it 
alone by employing violence against 
whites. He further contends that the 
civil rights movement should renew its 
contact with white liberals. He especially

“The Negro is not interested in any 
programs which will merely study 
him. He is aware that he has been 
studied for 300 years."

! 
recommends that there be cooperation 
with trade unions and white churches. 
Although cognizant of the discrimination 
of trade unions and procrastination on 
the part of white religious communions, 
he points to the mutual interests of 
Negroes and these organizations. The 
Negro and trade unions are both for a 
national minimum wage. The Negro 
has something going for himself with 
white churches for these churches can ill 
afford not to stand up and be counted 
when it’s a matter of the Christian 
ethic and conscience.

The motif of the workshop embraced 
the ghetto as something to be claimed 
rather than abandoned. The genius of 
any future onslaught must be in the 
acquisition of ghetto land and joint con­
struction of public housing by non­
profit groups and the federal govern­
ment. Endeavors toward this end already 
have been launched in Washington, 
D.C. Claiming and redeeming the ghet­
to could prove the most powerful base 

continued on page 42
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On the Beach

A group] of six young per­
sons tagged the MIL Singers 
were among about 50 Arkan­
sas college students who tried 
to convey Meaning In Life to 
thousands of other youths ob­
serving Easter on Daytona 
beaches, in the first Southern 
Baptist mission effort of this 
type.

“They spent all day on the 
beaches making friends of a 
lot of students and inviting 
everyone to our program," 
said Tom Logue, director of 
the student department of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Con­
vention.

The program, staged in a 

bandshell on the beach, re­
volved around the MIL Sing­
ers (above), a folk group who 
present sermons in adapta­
tions of popular songs such 
as "Alphie"and "Downtown."

John Bayley, second from 
left, a native of Guyana, also 
was a hit with his folk singing.

"It was worthwhile,” Logue 
said. "I believe these young 
people experienced many spir­
itual victories and established 
friendships which in some 
cases probably will continue.’’ 
(The friendships were ce­
mented in informal situations 
like the one shown at left.)
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SHARING TIME—Each morning be­
gan with the group going off alone 
to New Smyrna Beach to share their 
reactions, victories and problems. 
The group included 45 Arkansas 
youths, three from Kentucky, one 
from Louisiana and two from Mis­
sissippi. in addition to some Florida 
students who assisted during the 
weekend and joined in the periods 
of sharing.

WIPE OUT—Even though there were 
light moments such as the usual 
beach horseplay (above). Logu^ 
said: “None of our students were 
there just for the fun of it. They 
were selected very carefully." Each 
of the students agreed that this 
could be a meaningful regular min­
istry.

BAUBLES AND BEADS—Linda 
Dance, of Northwestern State Col­
lege. and Leroy Beard, of Arkansas 
Sta'te College, talk with an uniden­
tified student. The problems are as 
different and unique as the types 
of dress of these students.



The Alternative—*
Christian Action

by Victor T. Glass 
Department of Work with 
National Baptists, HMB

You sit in the home of a pastor in a 

great metropolitan center and you hear 
the wail of a fire siren. Even though 
it is 12 o’clock at night, he grabs his 
coat with the words, “I do not know 
where it is or what it means, but I may 
be needed.” You get in a cab and give 
a certain address, deep in a Negro com­
munity and the driver on his way there 
checks with his dispatcher twice to see 
if all is clear in that community.

Black and white men and women 
say: “I don't take a walk in the park 
anymore even during the day.” ‘1 don't 
go to sth£. corner store anymore at 
night.” You go to a friend’s house at 
night without first calling and his wife 
meets you at the door with a loaded 
pistol. Some of these events happened 
to me; the others were told to me all 
in a four-day period. The mass media 
continually bombard you with the writ­
ten and spoken word telling of lives 
lost and property destruction running 
into the millions. This is telling it like 
it is and mildly at that.

It hardly seems necessary to write 
that there is a race problem in the 
United States. What always, was boiling 
under the surface has now become a 
tidal wave which has the potential to 
engulf us with even worse destruction.

The escalation of words has steadily 
become more ominous. Words like “pro­
tests” and “demonstrations” have be­
come “revolution” and “insurrection." 
ESQUIRE in March had a long article 
entitled “The Second Civil War” with 
the subtitle "This time it’s simpler, black 
vs. white.” Pamphlets flow in from other 
countries calling on Negroes to initiate 
revolutionary violence in retaliation for 
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

A blue ribbon commission of dis­
tinguished Americans reporting on civil 
disorders stated: “Our nation is moving 
toward two societies, one black, one 
white—separate and unequal.” Most 
Americans knew that there were two 

unequal and separate societies all along, 
but refused to admit it.

In 1944 the two-volume work, An 
American Dilemma, was directed by a 
distinguished Swedish scholar, Gunnar 
Myrdal, ably assisted by Negro and 
white scholars—native Americans. In 
the introduction, this statement appears: 
"The American Negro problem is a 
problem in the heart of the American.”1

In 1945 the late Walter White wrote 
A Rising Wind. At that time White, 
executivasecretary of the NAACP, was 
visiting Nefero soldiers oversea^His last 
paragraph contained prophetic words: 
“A wind is rising—a wind of determina­
tion by the ‘have-nots’ of the world to 
share the benefits of freedom and pros­
perity which the “haves” of the earth 
have tried to keep for themselves. That 
wind blows all over the world. Whether 
that wind develops into a hurricane is 
a decision which we must face now and 
in the days when we form the peace.”

Our own Baptist leaders have tried 
consistently to call this problem to our 
attention. Missionaries at home and 
overseas have written and spoken, and 
many of us have not and still will not 
listen. This is not a bad dream any­
more. It is as one person said of Dr. 
King’s assassination, “It’s real, it’s real." 
How real is it?

Loudon Wainwright, in Life of April 
26, states this in bold language in an 
article, "Some Unconfutable Questions.” 
He writes, “For there is a revolution in 
progress; its outcome—the realization of 
Negro aspirations for the power of full 
citizenship—is inevitable ... I think 
many people, outraged at assassination, 
ashamed of exploitation and inequality 
of rights and opportunity, aghast at 
ghetto conditions, frightened deeply by 
rioting and arson, still cling to the wish­
ful and ludicrous notion that the whole 
thing can be solved without much 
cost, in money and involvement to them.

Mij Amrrican Dlltmma (Harper and Brothen) vol. i, p. xi.tii.

Somehow, they hope, the passage of 
civil rights bills, the expressions of sym­
pathy and increasing appropriations of 
money will accomplish the changes and 
leave society ruffled but intact, equal 
then but with the white side of the 
equation largely unchanged.

Surely this sort pf dreamy detach­
ment is almost as harmful to interracial 
communication as Stokely Carmichael's 
garish incitements and Chicago Mayor 
Richard Daley’s angry catalogue of the 
varieties of shooting to “kill” or to “maim 
or cripple," that police should practice 
on various kinds of “rioting criminals.”

Is there an alternative? I believe there 
is; it is Christian action. Words, resolu­
tions and affirmations will not be heard 
—the time now is for action—and fast.

With the knowledge that this issue 
will reach approximately 10,000 Na­
tional Baptist pastors and many .more 
thousands of Southern Baptist pastors, 
leaders and church people, I would like 
to share some experiences and suggest 
some actions that can be implemented 
immediately.

My associate, W. R. Grigg, and I 
have a combined total of 46 years of 
day-to-day experiences with Negro peo­
ple, most of them Baptists like our­
selves. We have had the privilege of 
representing Southern and National 
Baptists in sharing Christ together all 
over the United States and in a limited 
way abroad. We have eaten at each 
others tables and broken common bread 
at the Lord’s table. We have slept in 
each others bed. We have taught and 
preached in thousands of churches. We 
have visited the sick, married the living 
and helped bury the dead. We have 
participated in World Missions Confe^ 
ences and simultaneous revivals. We 
have traveled with these people by day 
and night, and we know what it is to 
be threatened and turned away from 
rest and food.

We have seen in hundreds of cities, 
National and Southern Baptist pastors 

sit down at a meal, pray and talk them­
selves together in a plan to witness in 
a cooperative venture of Christian work 
for all people. We have witnessed a 
joint mass meeting of more than 20,000 
black and white Baptists with a 6,000- 
voice choir of black and white Baptist 
youth singing for the glory of God. A 
white Baptist prayed; a black Baptist 
preached, and black and white people 
came to the altar and accepted Christ. 
Others came to rededicate their lives 
and to confess their sins. A National 
Baptist leader said of this meeting, “The 
only policemen needed tonight were to 
direct traffic.” Another said, “Anyone 
would be foolish to picket this meeting; 
he would be picketing God.”

I was in Birmingham for a speaking 
engagement on the Sunday after Dr. 
King was assassinated. (This invitation 
from a Negro Baptist pastor had been ex­
tended to me several weeks prior to this 
tragic event.) The pastor did not call 
me at my hotel and say, “Brother Glass, 
the climate is not right; tempers are too 
high at this point; someone in my 
church might object to your coming. I 
do not want to disturb our fellowship. 
We are in a building program.” Why 
did he want me to come? I had been his 
personal friend for more than 20 years, 
and his pulpit is a free pulpit. This is 
a lesson that these pastors and people 
can teach us—that any man of God is 
free to speak.

When I walked into that church that 
day there was doubt, fear and maybe 
hate on some faces. The pastor intro­
duced me as his friend, and as I spoke 
they could see I loved them and sor­
rowed with them. They could see that 
I was white but I was more—I was a 
brother beloved. At the close of the 
service the past?r had an altar call for 
prayer. Practically all of the congrega­
tion came and knelt at the altar. They 
prayed for the governor of their state, 
for the leaders of their country, for 
forgiveness, mercy and deliverance, for 
justice and freedom and that God would 
keep them from violence and hate. I 
have observed this scene in hundreds of 
National Baptist churches across this 
country. I firmly believe that the pastors 
of Negro churches, in a large measure, 
are responsible for the little peace and 
sanity we have in race relations in this 
country.

As recently as last month I spent a 
week in North Carolina in a series of 
human relations conferences, sponsored 
by the Department of Interracial Co­
operation of the Baptist State Conven­
tion of North Carolina (Southern Bap­
tist) and the General Baptist State Con­
tention of North Carolina (National 
Baptis't). We met each night in a South­

ern Baptist church, and there were talks 
by black and white leaders. We talked 
about Jesus and his way of life for all 
people. This was the first time for most 
of these black people to come to a white 
church, and they came by the hundreds. 
Older men and women, children and 
teen-agers came. After the service there 
were refreshments and discussions. Some 
nights, as late as 11 o’clock, we talked 
on how we could help each other and 
what Jesus did for people. There was 
no name calling, cursing or rock-throw­
ing; no one had to call the police. No 
fires were set—for this was a Christian 
demonstration of love and respect for 
each other. We talked about jobs, edu­
cation, recreation and housing, and we 
left with a desire to continue to help 
each other.

What would happen this summer if 
National and Southern Baptists all over 
our land entered into this kind of dia­
logue and shared with each other ways 
tp put into practice our love one for the 
other? Why could we not let the spirit 
of the Crusade of the Americas start 
right now as a crusade of love and 
respect for each other as children of 
God who are of the household of faith? 
It is with the hope and prayer that all 
who read this will respond to this ap­
peal; therefore, we are repeating “An 
Open Letter,” (See page 33.) that ap­
peared in the January issue. We also 
are listing some other "Suggestions for 
Service and Cooperation,"2 (See page 
32.) which we hope you will find 
helpful.

At this time, most Southern Baptists 
are white and live in the South. Most 
National Baptists are Negro and most of 
them still live in the South. This pattern 
is changing and will continue to change 
in the decades ahead. National and 
Southern Baptists will become more 
multiracial in tieir leadership. Southern 
Baptists will continue to move in even 
greater numbers all over the United 
States. This is already true of National 
Baptists. We' will meet each other in 
New York as well as in Mississippi and 
Georgia, and our leaders and members 
will come together over this country. 
Will we as Baptists set a pattern of 
goodwill and Christian leadership for 
our country that will be a model for the 
nation, or will we be a part to the 
conclusion of the National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders—"Our 
nation is moving toward two societies, 
one black, one white—separate and 
unequal."

The commission stated: “The alterna­
tive is not blind repression or capitu­
lation to lawlessness. It is the realization

»Tract, ''Working with National Baptlita," Home

of common opportunities for all within 
a single society. This alternative will 
require a commitment to national action 
—compassionate, massive and sustained, 
backed by the resources of the most 
powerful and the richest nation on this 
earth. From every American it will re­
quire new attitudes, new understanding 
and, above all, new will." This is the 
voice of a committee.

There is still another voice that 
speaks ro us as Christians and as Bap­
tists. One who is more powerful than 
all nations combined and richer bv far 
in things not made of hands, and he 
says to us:

That they all may be one; as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I, in thee, that 
they also may be one in us; that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me. And the glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent 
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me. (John 17:21-23)

Let our alternative be one of action 
—an action of massive love, goodwill 
and deeds. Who will provide the action 
of love and goodwill? Men of love and 
goodwill. I believe that National and 
Southern Baptist pastors and leaders are 
men of love and goodwill. Our people 
will follow if we lead. /

There should be no protocol on doing 
good. Neither one should wait on the 
other to start. It could be that many 
Southern Baptist pastors and leaders have 
been guilty of running all over the world 
to bear witness to black people and . 
have not seen opportunities at their own * 
doorsteps. It appears inconsistent to take 
a two-week trip to preach in Jamaica, 
or some foreign point, to black people 
and not to raise a question about the 
souls and conditions of black people 
several blocks from our homes and 
churches. It could be that some laymen 
have gone to the West Coast and other 
places for service and left some areas 
on the East Coast just as needy—some 
of it right in their communities and 
cities.

It could be that when we speak at home 
our voices are comparable to the radio 
broadcast, “Voice of America." The 
sending station at the “Voice of Ameri­
ca" is so strong (10 times stronger than 
any other radio or TV station in Ameri­
ca) that the people in the town where it is 
located cannot pick up the messagy go­
ing overseas. We must speak so we can 
be heard by everybody, and we must 
explain our preaching so that there will 
be no misunderstanding of what we 
mean when we say God loves all people.
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National Baptist pastors and leaders 
have an obligation to bear witness to all 
people too. Possibly they need to be 
more aggressive to come to us with a 
message. Maybe they need to tell us 
more of what our needs are as we have 
been willing to tell them of their needs. 
Certainly these pastors can tell us how 
to suffer and forgiverfor they are mas­
ters of these vi/fues. Hear one of them 
now—E.V. Hill, pastor of the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church in the Watts area of 
Los Angeles. \His church spearheaded 
a summer missions program in 1966 
and ’67, in cooperation with the Depart­
ment of Work with National Baptists of 
the Southern Baptist General Conven­
tion of California.

In 1965 Watts was aflame with the 
passion of hate. There was a work of 
destruction of life and property. In 1967 
there were 15 black and white young 
Baptist men and women whose hearts 
were aflame with the love of God in 
action, and 521 boys and girls found 
Jesus as their Saviour. This was a work 
of redemption.

Hill, in commenting on the days in 
which we live, wrote: “White Christians 
must stand with us. White must get like 
a brother to us. You, my friend, must 
identify your concern by turning it into 
positive *action. Lead your people tp 
pray. Make personal contact with a 
Negro leader or pastor and establish 
goda understanding. Until you know 
someone personally you cannot do any­
thing."

This man is our friend. If we don’t 
listen to a friend, we may have to listen 
to an enemy.

Suggestions for Service 
And Cooperation

(The following suggestions are offered 
as possible areas of service and co­
operation to further implement our 
work with National Baptists.)

For Pastors
1. Seek to understand the biblical defi­

nition of man.
2. Examine your calling to see if it is 

to minister to persons or to a race.
3. Develop some personal friends 

among Negroes.
4. Subscribe to a Negro newspaper or 

magazine.
5. Read some Negro journals.
6. Subscribe to some periodicals ma­

joring in research on race relations.
7. Attend some Negro public func­

tions.
8. Study the nature and function 

of national Negro organizations 
(NAACP, Urban League).

9. Read books written by Negroes.
10. Encourage discussion on race among 

lay people.
11. Study your denomination’s concern 

in race relations.

For Local Baptist Churches
1. Survey your community to discover 

how many National Baptist churches 
are located near your church.

2. Hold a get-acquainted meeting with 
the leaders of your church and 
those of a National Baptist church.

3. Study the background and history 
of some National Baptist church 
and invite some National Baptist 
church to do the same of your 
church.

4. Examine the program of some Na­
tional Baptist church to see how it 
compares with the program of your 
church in evangelism, education 
and missions.

5. Exchange auxiliary programs from 
time to time.

6. Invite National Baptists to your 
church as speakers for special oc­
casions, such as revivals and World 
Missions Conferences.

7. Conduct a joint institute on leader* 
shifT*and Bible study. /

8. Encourage your pastor to start an 
extension class for in-service min­
isters.

9. Plan something together’ on Race 
Relations Sunday, the second Sun­
day in February.

10. Encourage Vacation Bible schools 
and summer camps.

11. Study the problem of race and citi­
zenship in your city in the light of 
Christian responsibility.

12. Share and exchange special ma­
terials and literature produced by 
your denomination.

13. Visit National Baptist institutions 
located in your city such as col­
leges, publishing houses and de­
nominational offices.

14. Plan and take a survey or a census 
together.

15. Encourage your pastor to exchange 
pulpits with some blatiorial Baptist 
pastor.

16. Encourage your church to maintain 
an open door policy for all people.

For Baptist District Associations
1. Get acquainted with the leadership 

(moderator, missionary, etc.) of 
the National Baptist district asso­
ciation (s) in your area.

2. Hold a get-acquainted meeting with 
your associational leaders and their 
counterparts among National Bap­
tists.

3. Survey the National Baptist church­
es, programs, and physical facilities. 
(Make this a joint survey if pos­
sible.)

4. Organize a small group on Baptist 
affairs within your city or associa-  
tion and plan occasional joint meet­
ings.

L

5. Encourage joint simultaneous reviv­
als, World Missions Conferences 
and surveys.

6. Start an extension unit for in-service 
- nflnisters in? your association.
7“ Invite National Baptist leaders and 

pastors to special features and pro­
grams, and to hear special speakers.

8. Survey needs for institutional ser-' 
vices and new missions.

9. Plan joint clinics on various phases 
of church work.

10. Promote Vacation Bible schools, 
summer camps and kindergartens.

11. Promote use of National Baptist 
student workers during the sum­
mer months.

12. Encourage exchange of pulpits 
among pastors.

13. Study the population trends of Ne­
groes in your association(s).

14. Emphasize Baptist unity and fellow­
ship on Race Relations Sunday, the 
second Sunday in February.

15. Make an effort to know and under­
stand special problems affecting race 
relations in your association.

16. Encourage your association to de­
velop a cooperative work- with Na­
tional Baptists.

For Baptist State Conventions
1. Have a get-acquainted meeting with 

National Baptist state leadership 
with respect to personnel and pro­
gram, such as evangelism, educa­
tion, missions, stewardship and pro­
motion.

2. Conduct joint state surveys.
3. Develop a cooperative work on a 

state basis with National Baptists.
4. Invite pastors and other leaders to 

clinics, coriferences and conventions 
as guests and/or observers.

5. Organize a small committee to dis­
cuss items of mutual interest to all 
Baptists, such as health, education 
and citizenship.

6. Emphasize Baptist unity and fellow­
ship on Race Relations Sunday, fee 
second Sunday in February.

7. Plan a workshop for Baptist college 
leadership.

8. Plan ahead for a joint session with 
the National Baptist Convention of 
your state. ■

An Open Letter
Feeling strongly that Southern Baptists have an opportunity and a responsibility to set forth and maintain a 

Christian witness among all peoples, we call upon our denomination to look with special concern at the potential 
of our common Baptist witness with National Baptists, our allies, our friends and fellow members of the household 
or laitns.

As Southern Baptists who serve 13 state conventions as directors of work with National Baptists and as two 
s aff members of the Department of Work with National Baptists of the Home Mission Board, we speak out of a 
strong sense of conviction that the gospel thrusts us toward an inclusive ministry.

There is no place to hide anymore in the relationship we have with Negroes. We will meet and live with these 
people in every aspect of life. The problem of race, erroneously called the "Negro problem/’ is deeply rooted in 
American life. We will face it more and more in our homes, schools, government and churches. This problem is an 
“n~°ken thread beginning at our doorsteps and going all the way to the high courts and church councils of our 
land. The Negro is moving m every direction toward being woven into the fabric of our total culture, toward be­
coming a first-class citizen in every respect.

WE ASK ALL PERSONS
• Open heart and mind, home and church to all people.

, ?. emP’oyment’ *n education, and in housing wish and work for the Negro to provide the same opportunities 
for him that you want for yourself and your children.

• Stand up for every right for the Negro as a citizen, as you would stand for your own rights as a citizen.
• Study and find out what your denomination is doing in race relations and in work with National Baptists 

through our educational institutions, state conventions and convention agencies.
WE ASK ALL PASTORS

* °Ut antl kecome personal friends and fellow allies in the ministry with National Baptist pastors.
• Work for the common good of all people in your communities.

WE ASK ALL CHURCHES
• Be opgn to any person as a means of witnessing to him.

' *• CWy°ui' doors to no man that your ministry be not a negative one, but a positive one of going into the 
highways and hedges inviting all people to come and worship.

• Work in cooperation with National Baptist churches in education, missions, stewardship and evangelism.
• Learn from National Baptists as well as teach National Baptists.
• Observe Race Relations Sunday in cooperation with some National Baptist church in your co/nmunity the 

second Sunday in February. 7
• Know that National Baptist churches have the same faith and follow the same general program of church 

life as do Southern Baptist churches.
WE ASK DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS

• Organize in cooperation with National Baptist moderators and associational missionaries a joint committee on 
Baptist work in your vicinity. Everything you do together, start together, plan together, pray together, work to­
gether and rejoice together. Some special items of participation might be extension classes, simultaneous revivals, 
World Missions Conferences and other meetings planned in the associational framework. These committees are en­
couraged to have continuity and to operate from year to year as other committees sponsored by the district association. 
This type of organization is especially encouraged to prepare for the Crusade of Americas together. We would like 
to encourage this joint committee to suggest that.in all annual associational meetings that National and Southern 
Baptists would exchange fraternal messengers, and use speakers from the sister associations to speak or render other 
services during the associational year.

WE ASK STATE CONVENTIONS
• Have a joint committee on cooperative work to promote and to correlate all cooperative work done in that 

state by National and Southern Baptists, planning and promoting both with the full knowledge of the other, and that 
each convention participate in the support of the program financially and in the selection of the workers and the 
direction of the work.

• Invite National Baptists to state assemblies sponsored by Southern Baptists, and invite Southern Baptists to 
state assemblies sponsored by National Baptists.

• Consider having joint session of the respective state conventions, and share in a conference session in 
a discussion of various topics relating to Baptist life.

• Invite fraternal messengers to be present at the annual convention session.
• Have a joint rally on missions and evangelism.
• Work together in planning joint emphases on the Crusade of the Americas.
• Ask guest writers to write for the various state papers sponsored by the respective state conventions.
• Send to the pastors of National and Southern Baptist churches the state papers published by the respective 

state conventions.
WE ASK CONVENTION AGENCIES *

• Encourage all education institutions to open their doors to Negroes to study.
• Consider the employment of Negroes at every level.

Southern Baptist Workers with National Baptists
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Juvenile Delinquency:

The Cycle 
of 
Failure
by Beth Hayworth
Baptist Sint Committee aft Public Affairs

Washington, D.C.

It is predicted that by 1970 more than 
one-half the population in the United 
States will be under 25 years of age. 
This forecast, coupled with the startling 
increase in juvenile delinquency, poses 
a major problem for our country. Reli­
gious denominations and local churches 
in particular have a responsibility to 
understand the dimensions of juvenile 
delinquency and to help determine crea­
tive directions for change for vast num­
bers of young persons in our society.

Many Americans have felt comforted 
with the view that delinquency is the 
vice of only a handful of young persons. 
According to recent government statis­
tics this view is inaccurate.

• One in every nine youths—-one in 
every six male youths—will be referred 
to juvenile court in connection with a 
delinquent act (excluding traffic offen­
ses) before his eighteenth birthday.

• In the last 20 years, the average 
age of those who commit crime has 
gone steadily downward so that now 
arrest rates are highest for persons aged

• Fiftepn-year-olds have the highest 

arrest record and the highest incidence 
of participation in crimes of all levels.

• An older age group, 18-24, has the 
highest arrest rate for crimes of vio­
lence.

The backsliding rate among'juveniles 
continues to increase. While there are no 
figures on how many delinquents gradu­
ate to become grownup criminals, the 
records indicate that many do.

Who are these young people? Where 
do they live? What kind of homes are 
they from? How serious is their involve­
ment with crime? What can be done to 
prevent this year's juvenile delinquent 
becoming tomorrow’s hardened adult 
criminal?

Some answers to these questions are 
in a comprehensive report on crime is­
sued by the President’s Commission on 
Law Enforcement and Administration of 
Justice. One section of the 340-page 
publication, The Challenge of Crime in 
a Free Society, is devoted to a study of 
juvenile delinquency.

A profile of the typical juvenile de­
linquent emerges from the report and 
looks something like this:

Disproportionately, the delinquent is 
a child of the slums in a large city. He 
is 15 or 16 years old and is one of sever­
al children living, most likely, in a bro­
ken home. He tends to do badly in school 
where he has dropped one or two grades 
behind his classmates or has dropped 
out of school entirely. He is from a 
home where the family’s income and 
social status are lower than average for 
the nation.

Boys outnumber girls by a ratio of 
4 to 1 in delinquency cases, not count­
ing traffic violations. Girls get into court 
most frequently by being ungovernable, 
running away from home, stealing and 
sexual promiscuity. The most frequent 
offenses of boys are stealing and mali­
cious mischief like window breaking 
and other damage to property. Out of 
500,000 automobiles stolen in 1966 in 
the United States, 64 percent of thes^ 
were stolen by youngsters 18 years ol<F 
or less.

Negroes, who live in disproportionate 
numbers in brg city slums, account for 
a large percentage of the arrests. The 
commission pointed out that delinquen­
cy rates traditionally have been highest 

in the slums, regardless of the racial 
group living there. What matters, the 
commission concluded, is where in the 
city one is growing up—not religion, or 
nationality or race.

Such a picture of the typical delin­
quent could be misleading, the comYnis- 
sion pointed out, because there is “un­
reported delinquency" in middle-class 
areas. In many rural and suburban areas 
there is a slower resort to official police 
and court action. Also, little is known 
about delinquency among well-to-do 
families, other than that it appears to 
be increasing.

A FEMALE-CENTERED FAMILY

"The typical juvenile delinquent may 
never have known a grownup man 
well enough to identify with him.” 
The home of the typical juvenile de­

linquent is what sociologists call “fe­
male-centered." It may be broken. It 
may never have had a resident father. 
It may have a nominal male head who 
is often drunk or in jail or in and out 
of the house.

Unemployment, of course, weakens a 
father’s authority with his family, es­
pecially over adolescent children for 
whom he is unable to provide support. 
Also, the family’s standing in the 
community is a significant factor. The 
commission said there is a direct re­
lationship between the prestige of the 
family in the community and the bond 
that develops between father and son.

When father-son and mother-son re­
lationships are compared, the father-son 
relationships appear more determinative 
in whether or not delinquent behavior 
develops, according to the panel’s re­
search.

An inconsistent mixture of permis­
siveness and sternness is found in the 
background of many delinquents. Er­
ratic discipline is inevitable, the com­
mission said, in homes where the man 
of the house is frequently absent or in­
toxicated and where parents are so busy 
making a living that they have little time 
and energy left for their children.

More crucial even than the mode of 
discipline is the degree of parental af­
fection or rejection of the child, the 
commission explained. It said that per­
haps the most important factor in the 
lives of many boys who become delin­
quent is their failure to win the affec­
tion of their fathers.

Studies also indicate that a large num­
ber of aggressive delinquents have been 
denied the opportunity to express their 
feelings of dependence on their parents.

THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF 
FAILURE

"When the school system is not ade­
quately equipped to meet the learning 
problems a child brings to school with 
him, a cycle of deterioration and 
failure may be set in motion."
The report indicates that juvenile de­

linquency goes hand in hand with the 
educational handicaps that are charac­
teristic of many children of the slums. 
The educational system in ghetto areas 
came in for a lot of criticism in the re­
port. Schools in the big city slums were 
described as “less well equipped" to deal 
with the special problems of youngsters 
growing up in the ghetto.

The commission said of slum schools:
"They have the most outdated books 

and dilapidated buildings, the fewest 
texts and library books, the least ex­
perienced full-time teachers, the least 
qualified substitute teachers, the most 
overcrowded classrooms and the least 
developed counseling and guidance 
services in the nation."

The Rebellious Society
In America in the 1960’s, to per­

haps a greater extent than in any 
other place or time, adolescents live 
in a distinct society of their own. It 
is not an easy society to understand, 
to describe, or, for that matter, to 
live in.

In some ways it is an intensely 
materialistic society; it members, 
perhaps in unconscious imitation of 
their eldcls, are preoccupied with 
physical objects like clothes and 
cars, and indeed have been en­
couraged in this preoccupation by 
manufacturers and merchants who 
have discovered how profitable the 
adolescent market is.

In some ways it is an intensely 
sensual society; its members are 
preoccupied with the sensations they 
can obtain from surfing or drag 
racing or music or drugs. In some 
ways it is an intensely moralistic 
society; its members are preoccu­
pied with independence and honesty 
and equality and courage.

On the whole it is a rebellious, 
oppositional society, dedicated to

The deficiencies of the slum school, 
it continued, are further aggravated by 
a widespread belief that the intellectual 
ability of slum children is too limited to 
allow much education.

Generally, the child of the slums 
comes from a home in which books are 
rare. His parents, even though they care 
about education, are themselves too 
poorly schooled to give him the help 
and encouragement he needs. Usually, 
the parents are so busy making some 
kind of living that they do not have 
time to teach basic learning skills to 
their children.

It is sometimes assumed that parents 
and children in slum neighborhoods do 
not value education. The report said 
there are indications that Negro and 
lower-income students actually place a 
higher value on education than do white 
and higher-income students.

Whether an education is valued or 
not, the commission said, "the tide of 
life soon begins to run against success 
in school for the child from the ghetto.

the proposition that the grownup 
world is a sham. At the same time 
it is a conforming society; being in­
experienced, unsure of themselves 
and, in fact, relatively powerless as 
individuals. Adolescents, to a far ' 
greater extent than their elders, con­
form to common standards of dress 
and hair style and speech and act 
jointly in groups—or gangs ....

Adolescents everywhere, from 
every walk of life, are often dan­
gerous to themselves and to others. 
It may be a short step from dis­
trusting authority to taking the law 
into one's own hands, from self- 
absorption to contempt for the 
rights of others, from group loyalty 
to gang warfare, from getting 
"kicks" to rampaging through the 
streets, from coveting material 
goods to stealing them, from feel­
ings of rebellion to acts of destruc­
tion.

p. 58, The Challenge of Crime in 
a Free Society, the report of the 
President’s Commission on Lavf 
Enforcement and Administration 
of Justice
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“Sordid surroundings, harsh or mis­
sing discipline, having to fight for what 
he wants and taking over (far too soon) 
control of his own comings and goings 
—all adversely affect the odds against 
him."

To some extent these problems also 
are encountered in middle-class schools. 
But they are^tfiuSHy less extreme, and 
there is a better chance of getting some 
kind of individual help in schools out­
side the racial ghetto.

When th^school system is not equip­
ped to deal With the slum child’s learn­
ing problems, the cycle of failure begins. 
A potential delinquent was described as 
a child who has developed “a tough, in­
different facade . . and gives the im­
pression that he does not care about 
school." School may be very important 
to him, but if he cannot succeed, he 
must act like it isn't important, the re­
port said.

The way in which a school responds 
to early signs of misbehavior may be a 
determining factor in the potential de­
linquent's life. If the young person is 
labeled “a troublemaker” and excluded 
from legitimate activities and sources of 
achievement, he may be reinforced in 
his tendency to rebel and resist the 
sqjio&ls authority. When his home situ­
ation is also inadequate and offers little 
or no support and encouragement, and 

•the neighborhood tempts him with "illicit 
jobs,” his chances for unemployment 
and delinquency are greatly increased.

YOUTH IN THE COMMUNITY

“The immediate need is. to tide the 
youth over the most dangerous age— 
the age at which adolescent frustra­
tion may combine with inner-city 
alienation so that he strikes out at 
society."

Most of the youngsters who rebel at 
home and at school seek recognition and 
security among their peers on the street. 
Together they form tightly-knit groups 
where attitudes, ambitions and actions 
are determined by their peer group.

Most of these groups—or gangs— 
engage in whatever seems like fun to 
them. Only some of what they do is 
violent or destructive. Frequently, how­
ever, the commission admitted, adults 
sec even minor misdeeds as malicious 
and defiant, and the youngsters are 
labeled "troublemakers."

"The affixing of that label can be a 
momentous occurrence in a youngster's 
life,” the crime commission warned. 
Thereafter he may be watched; he may 
be suspect; his every misstep may be 
seen as further evidence of a delinquent

nature. After that, the young person may 
be excluded more and more from legiti­
mate activities and opportunities. Soon 
he may be designated as a delinquent 
and he will find it very difficult to 
change the image and move onto a law- 
abiding path, the panel said.

The commissioners were highly criti­
cal of many aspects of the present juve­
nile court system, charging that pro­
grams for rehabilitating juvenile delin­
quents are inadequate. Extensive re­
forms were called for in the recommen­
dations for the police, the courts and the 
correctional systems to change the ways 
of dealing with children and young per­
sons charged with delinquency.

The basic need for the adolescent, ac­
cording to the crime commission, is “to 
give him a reason to care about what 
happens to his world—a stake in a 
healthy society.”

Many suggestions were made for pro­
grams that would absorb the immediate 
attention of adolescents and also im­
prove their chances to find satisfying 
work later on.

These suggestions were made for 
youth activity:

•^lelp operate community and youth 

centers.

• Plan neighborhood organization 
and improvement efforts. *

• Develop programs that will at­
tract other youth.

• Participate in civil rights and po­
litical activities.

• Serve as paid aids to police and 
probation officers.

• Work in medical clinics.

The commission recommended that 
agencies be established to provide infor­
mation and guidance services for young 
people that will refer them to remedial 
education or job training, recreation, 
counseling and assistance in finding a 
job.

The report specifically mentioned re­
ligious institutions as channels for a 
wide variety of services ranging from 
individual counseling to group activities 
and community improvement efforts.

DIRECTIONS FOR CHANGE

"No child is born a criminal . . . 
young Americans are our nation's 
most valuable and valued resource. 
No loss is greater than when a youth 
—with the world before him—is cast 
into adulthood as a marked criminal.”

—President Lyndon B. Johnson

What can the church do to meet the 
needs of young persons with special 
problems? What resources for under­
standing and guidance can or should the 
church offer to parents, youth leaders, 
teachers and normal adolescents them­
selves? What role should the churches 
have in relation to or participation in 
public programs designed to cope with 
young persons who get into trouble?

The factors and relationships found 
in the typical juvenile delinquent—big 
families, absence of father, inconsis­
tency of discipline, family status in the 
community and others—are not things 
that public programs can change direct­
ly. Better housing, better recreation fa­
cilities, increased employment oppor­
tunities, assistance in family planning 
and more opportunities (or the family 
to function as a unit were pointed out 
in the report as necessities if the family 
is to be a source of strength and securi- ' 
ty for the young person.

What is the church's role in strength­
ening the family as a unit? What pro­
grams and services can the local church 
offer in the realm of counseling for 
parents and children? Can the local 
church find new ways to encourage 
families to participate as a unit in wor­
ship, community activities and leisure 
life?

What is the role of the church in 
determining directions for change in the 
education of the slum child who is a 
prime prospect for a life of delinquency 
and crime? Can the inner-city church 
provide a stance for members to put 
pressure on the local power structure to 
provide better resources for slum 
schools?

What is the possibility of local 
churches sponsoring weekday programs 
of counseling and tutoring with a host 
of educated church members giving guid­
ance, assistance and friendship to dis­
advantaged teenagers? Could the local 
church building be used as an after­
school study hall for children from 
crowded homes?

What will be the church’s ministry to 
teenagers in the community (and per­
haps in the church) who already have 
been labeled "troublemakers”? ■ 

Baptist Day at Demis fair

(Reprints of the official summary 
of the Report of the National Ad­
visory Commission on Civil dis­
orders [reported in the April issue 
of HOME MISSIONS) are available 
at a njjnimal cost from the Chris­
tian Life Commission, 460 James 
Robertson Parkway, Nashville, 
Tenn. 37219.)

June 1 was Baptist Day at HemisFair '68, the international exposition in San 

Antonio which has been called the "new" world's fair.
The honoring of Baptists was scheduled near the time of the annual convention 

of Southern Baptists (June 3-7 in Houston) who have stepped into an international 
spotlight with the Baptist Pavilion, "Man's Search For God"—the only pavilion 
of its kind in HemisFair.

Located on a 92-acre site (above) adjacent to San Antonio's central business 
district, HEMISFAIR is expected to attract at least seven million visitors during its 
six months of operation. April 6-Oct. 6.

The Baptist Pavilion is divided into three major types of presentations: a 10-minutc 
film set a half-million years in the future: a World Room composed of life-size 
photographs of Baptists at work in all countries: anil a third room featuring "Great 
Moments of Baptist History." a series of paintings by Erwin M. Hearne Jr. of Dallas.

Special features are held each day in the pavilion. For example, about 200 U.S. 
churches will send choirs to present concerts during the six-month period.

A seven-foot sculpture of the figure of a man searching for God is a controversial 
exhibit in the pavilion. The object was created by Al Kidwell of Dallas from 
stained glass, pew columns, part of a church chandelier and other unusual relics. (In 
the picture at right the statue towers over Linda Francis of the Radio-TV 
Commission, SBC.)

The pavilion is located in a 101-year-old house originally built as a wedding 
present for Sarah Eagar, reportedly the first Anglo girl born in San Antonio. 
The home will remain as a permanent historical site at the close of the HemisFair.

Cosponsors of the pavilion arc the Baptist General Convention of Texas, 
the Home and Foreign Mission Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
the San Antonio Baptist Association.

Fairgrounds are open from 9 a.m. until midnight, and pavilions are open from 
10 a.m. until 10 p.m. Admission prices are adults, $2 and children (2-11), $1. B
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ALL
THE GOOD NEWS

The rent veil and broken down wall have a crucial meaning for evan- 
gelism, which must interpret salvation as being bqfh personal and 
social."

by Chevis F. Horne 
Martinsville, Va.

The gospel is good news. It is good 

news Kcause a veil has bey rent from 
top to bottom and a wan has been 
broken down. The veil separated man 
from God and the wall separated man 
from man. The good news of the gospel 
is that man who has been alienated from 
God can have peace with God, and man 
who has been alienated from man can 
have peace with his brother. Man’s 
brokenness has been healed godward 
and it has been healed manward. The 
two are inseparable. You cannot have 
one without the other, but you can have 
both. What wonderful news!

The rent veil and broken down wall 
have a crucial meaning for evangelism, 
which must interpret salvation as being 
both personal and social. It is vertical 
in that a new relationship with God is 
made possible. It is horizontal in that a 
new relationship is established with man. 
Christian salvation is spiritual, but it 
also has an ethical and social dimension. 
Not only is the soul saved, the whole life 
is redeemed. An evangelism which in­
terprets salvation too narrowly in terms 
of saving souls is more a Greek heresy 
than fidelity to the Christian gospel. 
And men are not saved out of the world; 
they are saved in the world.

Matthew tells us that on the day 
Jesus was crucified "the veil of the 
Temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom" (Matt. 27:51). It is 
usually assumed that reference is made 
to the magnificent veil between the Holy 
Place and the Holy of Holies.

The Jews believed that God was uni­
quely present in the Holy of Holies. 
But the ordinary man was barred from 
this place of his presence. Indeed, it 
was inaccessible to all men except the 
high priest, and it was accessible to him 
only once a year. On the Day of Atone­
ment the high priest went behind that 
veil into the presence of the Holy God 
to make atonement for his own sins and 
the sins of the people.

But on the day Jesus was crucified 
something happened to that veil which 
held God in and kept man out. It was 
rent and the rent was more than a tear. 
That magificent veil, so artistically con­
ceived and beautifully woven, was rent 
from top to bottom. It lost all of its 
obstructing power. The rending of this 
veil has at least three momentous mean­
ings for the Christian faith.

First, God is no longer hidden and 
remote. He is available to all men.

Many religions have placed God be­
yond the reach of common and ordi­
nary men. If accessible at all, it is to 
some priest, initiates of secret rite or 
esoteric group that share some mystery. 
You have to have unusual powers, enjoy 
some special privilege or know some 
secret meaning in order to go intcwhe 
presence of God; but the rending of mat 
veil changed all of that.

In Jesus Christ, God has come forth 
from his hradenness into the light of our 
common day. He has stepped from his 
vast mystery into our common ways. 
That mystery has not been exhausted, 

but it has been understood as being 
essentially love in one who had a human 
face and spoke our human language. 
God has told us who he is in Jesus 
Christ, and he has come so close to us 
in Jesus Christ that he didn’t have to 
shout it at us. He has told us who he 
is in our weak and subdued speech.

Paul talked about the nearness and 
availability of God in Jesus Christ. It 
wasn't necessary to ascend into heaven 
to bring Christ down, he said. Nor was 
it necessary to descend into the deep 
to bring Christ up. “The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart’ (Rom. 10:8). Whittier, reminis­
cent of this, wrote in one of his great 
hymns: 

We may not climb the heav'nly steep 
to bring the Lord Christ down: In vain 
we search the lowest deeps, for him 
no depths can drown. The healing of 
his seamless dress is by our beds of 
pain: We touch him in life's throng 
and press, and ire are whole again.
Second, God has made himself avail­

able in grace.

That veil was not rent by human 
hands. It was no feat of man’s strength. 
It was done by a power other than 
human effort. That veil was torn asun­
der by God. God has made himself 
available on his own initiative because 
of his great love for us men. He has 
come to us in pure grace. We are not 
responsible in any sense for God’s avail-
ability. We lay no claim upon his gra­
cious action. We can merit his favor in 
no sense at all. There is no place for 
pride and boasting. “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of 
sourselves: it is the gift of God; not of 
works, lest any man should boast" 
(Eph. 2:8).

Third, every man can be a priest.
Only the high priest could enter the 

Holy of Holies and that once a year. 
No one else dared enter that sacred 
place. With the rending of that veil the 
professional priest lost his special privi­
lege and a way was blazed into the very 
presence of God for the common man 
of faith. Every Christian man can be 
his own priest. God is no longer re­
stricted to the Holy of Holies. His pres­
ence is available beyond high altars. He 
is present wherever men offer him 
broken spirits and contrite hearts. He is 
even present where rebellious men bear 
crushing guilt and unrelieved pain. The 
experience of those lonely disciples pn 
the road to Emmaus on the first Easter 
can now be ours. The living Christ ap­
peared to them along the dusty road 
and was known in the simple act of 
breaking bread. Men who have never 
beep clothed with priestly vestments can 
walk straight into that presence.

We now are granted the privilege-of 
being priests for our fellows. Through 
great concern, identification through 
love and intercessory prayer we bring 
with us into the presence of God those 
who are bound to us by our common 
humanity.
P aul in the second chapter of Ephe­

sians says, “For he is our peace, who 
hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition be­
tween us." When Paul speaks of the 
middle wall of partition he is making 
reference to the wall which divided the 
inner court of the Temple, which was 
opened only to Jews, from the outer 
court to which Gentile visitors were ad­
mitted. The following words were writ­
ten on this wall: “No man of another 
race is to proceed within the partition 
and enclosing wall about the sanctuary; 
and anyone arrested there will have 
himself to blame for the penalty of 
death which will be imposed as a con­
sequence." No wall could have been 
more formidable and forbidding. Yet. 
Paul says that it has been broken down 
so that Jew and Gentile, hostile and 
separated, could be brought together in­
to a new humanity. And that new hu­
manity was to be found in the church 
which is the body of Christ.

The rent veil and the broken down 
wall must both be a part of the gospel 
we preach and live. If I could preach 
only one of these truths, I would choose 
to preach the gospel of the rent veil. 
But I don’t have to make that choice. 
I can no more separate the two than I 
can the back and palm of my hand. If 
I should attempt the latter I would 
only get a mutilated hand. When I 
attempt to separate these two great 
truths. I get a fragmented gospel which 
cannot speak to the deep needs of man. 
We are commanded to love God with 
all the powers of life and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. “If a man says, 
I love God, and hateth his brother, he 
is a liar: 'for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen? 
And this commandment we have from 
him, that he who loveth God love his 
brother also" (I John 4:20,21).

Let us see the meaning of the broken 
down wall for evangelism in our time. 
I believe it has at least two crucial 
meanings. Since we Southern Baptists 
have placed greater stress on evangelism 
than most major denominations (and 
this is commendable), we should be 
especially sensitive to what this great 
truth is saying.

First, evangelism must have an ethical 
and social dimension.
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ALL
THE GOOD NEWS

An evangelism which interprets salvation too narrowly in 
terms of saving souls is more a Greek heresy than fidelity 
to the Christian gospel.

We have been faithful to tell men 
that the veil has been rent, that God 
offers himself in grace and that the only 
thing a man need do is to trust. That 
has been the glory of our evangelism, 
and to forget this would be nothing 
short of tragedy. All authentic evange­
lism begins by telling men that God 
offers his salvation to them freely 
through Jesus Christ. Without that great 
truth, we can have no evangelism in a 
truly Christian sense. But while being 
enthusiastically evangelistic in terms of 
getting men saved individually, we often 
have b^n guilty of not telling that the 
middle wall of partition has been broken 
down between, men in Jesus Christ so 
that a new humanity could be formed 
within his church. And we jiave been 
guilty of an even greater sin: often we 
have fought to keep intact that wall 
which Jesus Christ has broken down. 
How often we have seen our churches 
exercise greater concern and vigor in 
keeping strong and unbreakable that 
wall than they have in fulfilling their 
evangelistic and missionary mission. How 
unspeakably tragic!

I am thinking of a Baptist'-church lo­
cated near the campus of a great uni­
versity. The university has opened its 
doors to Negro students. Then one 
Sunday morning several Negro students 
attended the worship of that church. 
Several of the members got up and 
strode out of the church in proud and 
self righteous indignation. Among the 
members was the president of the Wo­
man's Missionary Union. She had pre­
sided over weeks of prayer for foreign 
missions. She 1. jd been ambitious that 
the women of her church realize and 
go beyond its quotas of gifts for mis­
sions. She had talked piously about send­
ing the gospel to all men, even Africans, 
and she had offered fervent prayers to 
God on behalf of the missionary effort 
of the church. She was ambitious to 
send to Africa the good news that God 
freely accepts all men in Jesus Christ, 
but she was fighting to keep intact the 
wall Jesus Christ has broken down. (We 

should not forget that when Paul speaks. 
of breaking down the middle wall of 
partition between the Jew and Gentile 
that the African or Negro was a Gentile 
unless he had been converte'd to Juda­
ism.)

As offensive as are our racial barriers 
to the truth we are discussing, the social 
barriers within our churches may prove 
to be more intransigent and resistant 
than our racial barriers. We are ap­
proaching the time when a Negro sur­
geon may be more acceptable in many 
of our churches than a poor unskilled 
white man. When that time has been 
reached, the Negro will be accepted or 
rejected more in terms of his social class 
than the color of his skin.

Richard Niebuhr more than a genera­
tion ago wrote a disturbing book en­
titled The Social Sources of Denomina- 
tionalism. Niebuhr began looking for 
theological differences which 'wquld ex­
plain the origins of denominations. But 
he concluded that our denominations 
had been formed not so much along 
theological lines as along social lines; 
that the different denominations re­
flected the social stratification of our 
culture. These social barriers within the 
church have been broken down in Jesus 
Christ, but they persist with a strong 
stubbornness. What is so ironical is that 
the church has taken these structures 
and barriers into its own life and often 
has blessed them in the name of Jesus 
Christ.

The church in its one-sided evange­
listic emphasis often has been a part 
of man’s basic problem rather than be­
ing the answer to it. It has been sick 
and broken like its culture. It often has 
been like one anemic giving a blood 
transfusion to another anemic.

Beyond its own life, the church must 
champion justice, redress the wrongs 
and heal tljp wounds injustice has in­
flicted and safeguard the rights and dig­
nity of men in all their relationships. It 
must help create new social structures 
which have in them greater justice. But
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the church’s effectiveness in the world 
will be hampered severely unless it is 
willing to set its own house in order.

Second, this truth is prophetic for 
modern evangelism in that it points in 
the direction of a current mentality with 
which the church must certainly repkon. 
The truth speaks of a new humanity. 
Christ "hath made both one" and has 
"made in himself of twain one new 
man." This new humanity involves the 
whole life of man in its total setting. A 
new humanity which is so inclusive by 
its very nature could not do otherwise. 
This new mentality demands that the 
church be concerned about the whole 
life of man in its total setting. The time 
is here when increasingly thoughtful and 
sensitive men will not listen to what the 
church is saying unless the church is 
deeply concerned about their total lives. 
Anything that vitally affects human life 
should not be foreign to the concern of 
the church.

While working with a graves registra­
tion team in Sicily during the summer 
of 1943, I found a German soldier who 
had been wounded in the lower abdo­
men two days prior. His comrades had 
abandoned him to the mercy of Ameri­
can soldiers or to his own powers of 
survival. The loss of blood and drag­
ging himself beneath a hot Sicilian sun 
had created almost unbearable thirst. I 
shall never forget his cry for water 
when he saw our canteens. "Vater! Va­
ter!" he cried. It would have been use­
less for me to have talked with him 
about the water of life. What he wanted 
was physical water to quench his phy­
sical thirst. But after I, his enemy, had 
given him water from my own can­
teen, all kinds of opportunities might 
have opened up for me to witness to 
him about the water of life which Christ 
gives. This German soldier in a dra­
matic and extreme way points to this 
emerging mentality which demands that 
the church be interested in the whole 
life.

Our evangelism has been geared too 
exclusively to saving souls while Chris­
tian salvation envisions the redemption 
of the whole life. Even these poor bodies 
of ours are to be redeemed ultimately. 
This body "is sown in corruption: it is 
raised in incorruption . . . For this cor­
ruptible must put on incorruption and 
this mortal must put on immortality” 
(I Cor. 15:42,53).

Christian salvation gives us sound 
minds, strong and ethical wills and hearts 
freed from prejudice and hatred. Men 
are to be saved, not merely their souls. 
As has already been said, evangelism 
which stresses too exclusively the saving 
of souls is more a Greek heresy than 
fidelity to the Christian gospel. Salva-
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lion was seen by the Greek as redemp­
tion of the soul from the prison of the 
body. Christian faith sees man in the 
totality of his life being saved. Jesus 
Christ called his disciples to a mission 
of saving men rather than merely the 
redeeming of some nebulously spiritual 
quality called souls. "Follow me," he 
said, "and I will make you fishers of 
men." The new mentality calls evange­
lism to the saving of men.

Not only must evangelism be con­
cerned about the saving of the whole 
life, but it must be concerned about the 
total setting of man’s life. The great 
fact of our time is sociological in nature. 
The question is not: can man conquer 
space? Rather it is: can we men on 
earth learn to live together?

A few years ago I heard an Indian 
Christian speak. He was a scholarly man 
and one of the most brilliant lecturers I 
ever have heard. He was speaking of 
the factors that produced the social rev­
olution in modern India. After pointing 
to several causes he said, "The Christian 
gospel is one of the major factors in 
the revolution. We have told men that 
every life has worth and dignity, and we 
have told them so often that at last they 
believe it. They are now demanding the 
recognition of their dignity and worth 
in every area of life." This is not limited 
to India. This mentality is everywhere.

Never before have men been so con­
scious of human dignity, freedom, secu­
rity and justice as now. In other periods 
of history these aspirations may have 
been just as intense within much more 
restricted geographical settings as dur­
ing the French and American revolu­
tions. But never before have such aspi­
rations been so widespread and univer­
sal. Since World War II some 50 nations 
have gained their freedom and inde­
pendence. History has never known any-

is the climate ofthing like thi
our time, and the evangelism which is 
not sympathetic with these aspirations 
will not get a wide hearing.

The churdh of our time cannot preach 
convincingly about the bread of life 
while not being concerned about the 
gnawing hunger in men’s stomachs. The 
church cannot witness effectively to the 
freedom which Christ gives while not 
lifting its hands to strike the bonds that 
hold men in social servitude. The church 
cannot preach eternal security to the 
poor unless it is concerned about their 
poverty. The church cannot convince 
men that God accepts them in Jesus 
Christ if it turns them from its doors 
because of their accent, color of skin 
or the smell of poverty in their clothes. 
The church cannot preach the love of 
God in our time unless it is willing to 
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I continued from page 41 
try to love people the way Jesus Christ 
loved them.

I take hope in this hour. I am glad 
for the new mentality that shakes the 
church to its foundation, forcing it to 
ask serious questions about its life and 
the gospel it has been called to preach. 
A church may yet be reborn which will 
be more like the people of God than 
anything we have known in our time. 
The church has resources for the hour 
which demands that it be concerned 
about all of life, even the earthy, mun­
dane and social aspects. Its greatest re­
source lies right at the heart of its faith 
in the incarnation. “The word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14a). 
How could anything be more earthy, 
mundane and social than that? And the 
church has its finest example in its Lord. 
Jesus gave his great “I Am the Bread 
of Life” discourse after he had fed 
5,000 hungry men. To John the Bap­
tist’s doubts about himself as the Mes­
siah he replied: “The blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them" (Matt. 11:5). This 
is the way he identified himself.

the church of ouytime have the 
courage to preach and live its gospel of 
the rent Veil and broken down wall? 
This is the crucial question. B

entity or a liability to society? The last 
interrogation seemed to have eaten at 
the heart of the workshop’s frustration.

Three weeks later, I was summoned 
to Cleveland, Ohio by Gardner C. Taylor 
to represent the Progressive National 
Baptist Convention at the National 
Council of Churches' Division of Chris­
tian Unity. Taylor is pastor of Brooklyn's 
Concord Baptist Church, one of the 
world s largest Protestant congregations, 
and president of the Progressive Na­
tional Baptist Convention.

The Southern Baptist Convention was 
mentioned favorably in Cleveland with 
almost every breath. The report of 
Church Women United pointed out that 
in a recent Southern regional meeting in 
Atlanta, Southern Baptists had attended 
as observers and made a fine contribu­
tion to the dialogue. The president of 
the division’s United Church Men break­
fasted with me and related a recent and/ 
pleasant experience when his organiza­
tion met in Nashville where the Southern 
Baptist Executive Committee, and some 
agencies are located. He declared that the 
very atmosphere lent itself to progressive 
thinking. Steve Rose of Chicago, former­
ly with the World Council in Geneva, 
addressed the meeting and pointed out 
that the National Council had failed be­
cause at its very inception it did not 
relate to the local church or employ

The American 
Negro’s Plight

continued from page 25 
for the Negro rather than black power as 
is advocated by black extremists. Rustin 
does not recommend that a black power 
base must have all black personnel such 
as black teachers, for hejenows that not 
all black teachers are necessarily good 
teachers.

The workshop convinced me that the 
Negro is not willing to wait for a ces­
sation of the Vietnam war in order to 
receive his butter. He knows that this 
nation can afford both butter and guns. 
He remembers that the President has 
stated as much. Secondly, the workshop 
revealed that the Negro is not interested 
in any plans, projects or programs which 
will merely study him. He is aware that 
he has been studied for 300 years.

I found an air of frustration running 
throughout the workshop. There was 
that forever-rhetorical interrogation: will 
the white man ever relate to us? Will 
he recognize that we are a fact? Will he 
resort to genocide? Is he willing to burn 
down the barn to destroy what he terms 
mice instead of people? Does he feel 
that his technology and automation have 
rendered the Negro a useless economic

the evangelical 
the speech, he 
been the genius

After Miami 
fully convinced 
can succeed in

approach. Throughout 
implied that such had 
of Southern Baptists, 
and Cleveland, I am 
that Southern Baptists 
helping to reclaim the

ghetto where the federal government 
and certain religious communions have 
failed.

First of all, both of the other would- 
be benefactors had given at best "con­
science money” or money of appease­
ment. A former Presbyterian moderator 
informed me that his church is do­
nating funds to several independent 
groups without demanding an account­
ing of expenditures from them. South­
ern Baptists have long demonstrated 
their accountability of God’s dollar. 
Giving money without a directive which 
will render its main benefit to the vic­
tims themselves is as bad as totally 
ignoring the problem. Any proposal on 
our part must void itself of huge sums 
to be spent in ecclesiastical bureaucracy.

While I have suggested that Southern 
Baptists cannot venture into thi^prob- 
lem with their Bible and hynfffcook 
without bringing their pocketbook, the 
Word of God is needed and 1 do not 
feel that Southern Baptists should be 
apologetic in the use of same. When 
Jesus gave echo to an Old Testament 
proclamation that man shall not live by

bread alone, the echo did not suggest 
that man could live only with bread. In 
so doing, he becomes a beast or at least 
on the same level. Man still needs every 
word which proceeds out of God’s 
mouth.

Any communion, such a$ ours as 
Southern Baptists, which has in 10 years 
completed inhabiting all 50 states and 
succeeded where other Protestantism 
failed; any communion which has soared 
in membership in a land which for years 
had spiraled toward secularism; any 
communion which factually has had the 
albatross of racism around its neck, yet 
has emerged as the world's most potent 
evangelical voice in the arena of faith, 
must have done something right.

Any proposal for the ghetto that in­
volves "conscience money" or a welfare 
state is already off on the wrong foot. 
Rather, the proposal needs to suggest 
day care centers which will relieve 
mothers for employment or to study 
toward becoming employable. It should 
point to open housing as being at the root 
of the problem. Jobs and more jobs 
should be the daily cry. The aforemen­
tioned are but a few of the immediate 
needs toward alleviating the problem. 
However, may I reiterate that unless 
the proposal provides for a catharsis as 
a healing and preventive measure then 
the previous steps will in the end prove 
to be in vain.

As a catharsis the proposal must be­
come didactic in nature. Ghetto dwell­
ers need training to improve their daily 
living in an urban climate and to protect 
themselves from the worst villain of all, 
consumer fraud. Thus, prep schools 
.must be in the offering in the fields of 
budgeting, consumer fraud, hygiene, ur­
banization and simple technology. But 
most of all, let us not forget that they 
need to hear the Word of God on a 
higher dimension.

By now, eyebrows are raised and 
questions are heard in Houston, Char­
lotte, Atlanta and New Orleans—where 
is the money coming from? Well, I 
believe that if we will just recall that 
we are primarily a communion of faith 
and believe that if our Convention’s lead­
ership will exhibit the moral stamina 
needed in this crisis, the Convention 
will become an oasis in any desert of 
doubt. Businessmen from Houston, 
Charlotte, Atlanta and New Orleans will 
deluge the Convention till, and the gifts 
will not be terminal. Widows will sur­
render their mites. Churches will be­
come even more mission conscious.

Will Southern Baptists help meet the 
nation’s greatest challenge or do we 
choose to take up residence in a fool’s 
paradise? Now that is really the ques­
tion. B

June, 1968

Detroit Rebuilds
Following Riot

Continued from page 23

A Juvenile Rehabilitation Ministry. 
An extensive ministry will be continued 
among this group of Detroit’s youth. 
For several years this type program has 
been in operation through the center, 
but in the new facilities it will be accele­
rated.

Library and Reading Room. A very 
adequate library is being provided with 
comfortable and inviting appointments. 
As well as giving meaning to leisure 
hours for many unemployed and re­
tired, it is expected this room shall have 
an extensive evangelistic ministry also.

Michigan Baptist Institute. Quarters 
will be provided for the continuing 
ministry of the Michigan Baptist Insti-. 
tute. Since 1955 Michigan Baptists have 
provided college and seminary extension 
courses to church leadership groups 
interested in self improvement. During 
the past 13 years centers have been lo­
cated in Lansing and Flint but more 
recently in Detroit. Presently there are 
55 enrolled in 13 classes being offered 
during the spring semester of 1968.

Adult Education and Training Center. 
Probably one of the most influential and 
far-reaching ministries of the Baptist 
center will be that of its training pro­
gram. While serving the area in which 
it is located, it also will serve as a train­
ing base for persons from churches in all 
of Michigan and surrounding areas. 
More and more churches are seeing their 
larger opportunities associated with the 
ministry which spreads over the entire 
week. Fdr years this type program was 
lelegatea to the “goodwill" and "mis­
sion" center, but more recently these 
centers have been seen as substitute 
ministries for the church. These minis­
tries being conducted by one center in 
one community should be done by every 
church in every community. And, this 
healthy concept is spreading. Conse­
quently, the center in Detroit will be­
come a resource for training leadership 
from many churches, to return to their 
local church fields and initiate a pro­
gram of ministries designed to meet the 
particular needs of their areas.

Many other ministries doubtless will 
emerge as needs arise in this complex 
area of Detroit. Michigan Baptists are 
not shackled to traditional programs, 
but are committed to assume whatever 
form may be necessary to be a servant 
people and meet a people’s need. ■

In July
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AND 

RELIGION

NEIGHBORS YET STRANGERS: 
THE JEWS AND ,
CHRISTIAN WITNESS '

A. Jase Jones
Can neighbors be strangers? Experi­
ence tells us that it is possible. This 
book increases a Christian's under­
standing and appreciation of Jew­
ish friends and neighbors and helps 
him show them what it means to ac­
cept Jesus Christ as Saviour.
(26b) Paper, $1.75
MEET THE AMERICAN JEW
Compiled and Edited by
Belden Menkus
Here is an extraordinary book about 
and by American Jews but written 
especially for Christian readers. It 
is an honest and balanced introduc­
tion to varied points of view among 
Jews on both religious and social 
issues. (26b) Cloth, $3.75

Paper, $1.25

f
 Select BROADMAN BOOKS 

from your Baptist Book Store
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FOOT WARMER?

Chaplains Prayer Calendar

Well, not really.
It s an artificial human artery made of 

Dacron. And it was developed by sur­
geons at Baylor University College of 
Medicine to replace the natural ones 
weakened by disease or accident. Its foot 
warming qualities are secondary.

Several thousand people, m?ny with 
blood vessels ' partially or completely 
blocked by arteriosclerosis, have had cold 
feet as a symptom of their disease 
because the circulation to their legs 
was severely impaired. With the "foot 

warmer" implanted in their bodies, they 
regained the use of the limb and, likely, 
a longer life.

This is one of the best known examples 
of medical research at the largest Bap­
tist professional school in the world, but 
lesser known facts about the College are 
also important. Baylor has an enrollment 
of some 900 students working on their 
M.D., M.S., Ph.D., or completing advanced 
specialty training in 15 clinical fields. 
They are taught by 450 faculty members, 
many world renowned, all acting to 

further man's knowledge of health by 
caring annually for more than 100,000 
outpatients and 25,000 inpatients. And 
Baylor has 3,000 graduates treating We 
ill throughout the world.

We welcome the messengers and 
friends of th^Tsouthern Baptist Convention, 
and wish you a productive meeting under 
the leadership of the Great Physician.

Baylor University 
College of Medicine

Houston, Texas

JUNE 1: Harry D. Morgan, Okla., 
Army; Frederick A. Taylor, Mo., Army. 
JUNE 2: Daniel P. Jenkins, La.. Army; 
Robert H. Rogers, Miss., Army; Jack A. 
Hanberry, Ga., institutional. JUNE 3: 
James W. Jones, Ark., Navy; A. N. Hollis 
Jr., Ga., hospital. JUNE 4: Ernest G. Har­
rell Jr., Ala., Army; Johnie B. Dellinger. 
Ala., hospital; Oliver C. Wilson Jr.. Ga., 
hospital. JUNE 5: Roy J. Fullilove, Miss- 
Army; Ray W. Fullilove. Miss., Navy. 
JUNE 6: Nathan L. Mulloy, N. M.. Army; 
Floyd E. Sims, Tex., Navy.

JUNE 7: William H. Barker, Miss.. Air 
Force. JUNE 8: James R. Perkins, Mo.. 
Army; LeRoy W. Raley, Okla., hospital. 
JUNE 10: Elwyn G. Edwards, Fla., Army; 
Claude B. Marshall. N. C- Navy; Charles 
A. Shaw, Ga., Navy. JUNE 11: Justus P. 
Selph, Tenn., Army; Sudderth A. Harms. 
Tex., Air Force; Louis B. Parks, Tex., 
hospital. JUNE 12: Earl B. Keele, Mo.. 
Navy. JUNE 13: Harry McCartney. Fla., 
hospital.

JUNE 14: Iran N. Marks, Ark., Army; 
Leonard T. Melton, Fla., Army; William 
O. Graham, Fla., hospital; Arthur P. Gra­
ham, Va., institutional. JUNE 15: Jack E 
Brown Jr., D.C.. Army; Cecil R. Thread­
gill. Ala., Navy; William L. S. Keen. W. 
Va., Air Force; T. D. Whitehorn. Ark., 
hospital. JUNE 16: Edward L. Spence. 
La., Army. JUNE 17: Blake J. Greer, W. 
Va., Army; Francis M. Marks, Okla., 

THE EXECUTIVES WORD
Continued from pape 5

operative Program funds is supported 
by a plan for the use of requested funds 
and an accounting for monies previously 
received. Internally, since 1929 the chief 
executive officer of the Home Mission 
Board has served as executive secretary- 
treasurer, joining the two offices which 
had been separate prior to that time.

By careful administration during the 
years since the debt paying, the board 
has accumulated emergency and operat­
ing reserve funds equal to the board's 
operating expenses for approximately 
three months. Directors and staff give 
careful attention to the budgeting of 
funds and to the control of expendi­
tures. Regular reports are given to the 
directors and to the Convention. Since 
1943 the board has operated “in the 
black," and is committed to do so in 
the future. The Convention has given 
the board permission to borrow funds 
for its church loans program within 
specified, safe limits.

What can we learn from the trauma­
tic experiences of the years of burden­
some debt? One imperative lesson is 
that an agency, and a denomination, 
must operate within available resources, 
even though this may mean that some
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Army; Eli H. Campbell Jr., Ga., Navy; 
Donald N. Paulson, Calif., Navy; Law­
rence B. Cobb, Ariz., hospital; Jared A. 
Walker. Ala., hospital; W. Bryant Spivey. 
S. C., institutional.

JUNE 19: Roland B. Armstrong. Mo., 
Army; Robert E. Saunders. Tenn., Army; 
George P. Bowers. N. Y., Air Force; C. D. 
Salee. Tenn., hospital. JUNE 20: William 
E, Dodson. Ala.. Navy; James N. Brister. 
Miss., hospital. JUNE 21: Malcom Sadler. 
Ga., Army; Harry R. Thorpe. Tex., hos­
pital. JUNE 22: John D. Gould. Pa.. 
Navy: Fred W. Reid Jr.. N. C.. hospital. 
JUNE 23: James R. Barnett Jr., Tex., 
Army; Asa W. Jones, Va.. Navy.

JUNE 24: Donald C. Beeson. Mo., 
Army; Jasper J. Dean, Ala., Army; Don­
ald B. Doggett. Tenn., Army JUNE 25: 
Jack S. Parham. Ga., Army JUNE 26: 
James E. Leath. Tex.. Air Force; Robert 
L. Morrill. Mo.. Air Force JUNE 27: 
Sherman B. Richards, Ky.. Navy; Robert 
E. Ballard, Ga., hospital: John M. Smith," 
S. C.. hospital. JUNE 28: James M. Bra- 
gan, Ala.. Army: Donald W. Grover. Tex., 
Army: Donald H. Dillard. Ind.. Navy.

JUNE 29: Paul P. Everett, Kan., Army; 
Henn G. Wade. Calif.. Armv: Roy E. 
Prager. Ala,, hospital; Harold W. Stubble­
field. Tenn., institutional. JUNE 30: Orvis 
R. Hall. Okla., Army: Joel R. Smith, Ga- 
Air Force.

open doors of missionary opportunity 
cannot be entered. Overextension to 
meet the demands of the present may 
limit the board's ability to meet equally 
if not more pressing needs in the future, 
and prove detrimental to the long-range 
effectiveness of our witness.

It is well for us to remember that 
when" the Hoard was spending beyond 
its actual income during 1917-28, it was 
seeking to answer challenging calls for 
help in planting the gospel. It would 
have been wiser, we now sec, had the 
board done what it could within its re­
sources, but we must admire the desire 
to carry the gospel into every dark 
corner of human need.

In our complex and confusing society, 
the need for missionary advance is ur­
gent. The Home Mission Board will do 
what it can with the funds which South­
ern Baptists provide. The crying need 
for new churches in strategic mission 
locations and for ministries of compas­
sion in the ghettos of our land, as well 
as in other areas of need, call for in­
creasing funds to help support Southern 
Baptists’ home missions effort to claim 
"our land for Christ." ■

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE



SPECIAL SPRING AMD SUMMER TOURS

15 Days THE HOLY LAND
Missionary Appointees

Plus Rome and London 
BudgefPriced at only
Deluxe am

Class Hotels®798'°°

Bottom picture—DAMASCUS GATE, JERUSALEM

Top picture—ABSALOM’S TOMB

Remember, as a child, how Bible stories filled your 
mmd with vivid pictures of the places where 
Jesus walked and taught, and where ancient 
prophets foretold His coming' Ever since you've 
dreamed ot bringing those precious pictures to 
hie - by going to the holy places yourself.

Any Wednesday, now through the summer, you can 
fultill that lifelong dream by boarding an El Al 
jet to wing you back 2000 years overnight!

Your 15-DAY EL AL HOLY LAND TOUR - budget 
priced at only $798 lor aH travel, accommodations, 
and some meals — is thoughtfully planned to 
include every feature that will make it a treasured 
experience. A Bible scholar and skilled guide will 
heighten the Scriptural significance bf every 
day's adventure.

Experience the joys and variety of ten days in Israel 
... a tour of modern Tel Aviv combined with a 
yisd to the quaint old port of Jaffa ... an optional 
flighyto Eilat on the Gulf of Aqaba, with a view 
of King Solomon's Pillars ... then to Haifa via 
Caesarea, the Crusader's town . .. overnight 
as guests of an Israeli kibbutz ... on to Capernaum 
with fts second century synagogue, Tiberius on 
the shores of Galilee, Nazareth and its ancient well 
... a complete 3-day tour of Old Jerusalem ... the 
Mount of Olives, Jaffa Gate, David's Tower, the 
Wailing Wall, Gethsemane . .. then to Bethlehem 
storied Jericho, and the Caves of Qumran where 
the famous Dead Sea Scrolls were found.

Homeward bound, you'll have a glorious day in 
Rome seeing the Vatican Museum. Sistine Chapel. 
Piazza Venezia, the Colosseum . . . two days in 
London with guided tours in the mornings 
and afternoons Io browse or just plain relax.

Get all the details from El Al Israel Airlines or your 
travel agent, and make your reservation for the 
Wednesday departure of your choice.

(tnnnmy Cl^ (Iruup indU-,Vt. 7<>W fare l,.,m N,n d.'k

I. Jerreal Boyd Buchanan of Person 
County, N.C. will be serving under the 
Department of Pioneer Missions as pas­
tor-missionary in Brooklyn, an area that 
is being emphasized through the HMD’s 
Project 500.

Buchanan, a former pastor of the
Heights Baptist Church in Albuquerque, 
N.M., is a graduate of Wake Forest 
(N.C.) College arid Southeastern Baptist 
Seminary in Wake Forest.

He has also served as pastor of Wade 
Baptist Church of Wadesboro. N.C.. 
First Baptist Church of Clarendon Hills. 
111., and University Baptist Church. 
Carbondale. III. His birthday is June 2.

EL4L ISRAEL AIRLINES

3
 IVERSEN ASSOCIATES

PER; L. E. WINBUSH

hm

- --------------------------------------------------------------
EL AL ISRAEL AIRLINES
850 Third Ave. Pilgrimage Dept. New York, N.Y. 10022 
Please send me full information on your weekly 
15-Day Tour to the Holy Land, plus Rome and 
London. Pay later plan available on request.

Address____ __ ________ ________

C,|y---------------------------------------Sla|^__________z,p_______

{ ) Make a tentative reservation for____ persons in
my name, for the lour departing—________ (date)
I will confirm within Iwo weeks alter receiving your 
tour information.

2. Robert Clayton Jones of Corbin. 
Ky. is serving as director of mountain 
missions for the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. He is a former superintendent 
of missions of the Pike Association in 
Shelbiana, Ky. He is a graduate of 
Georgetown (Ky.) College and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville. He is a former public schoolteach­
er and has been pastor of several Ken­
tucky churches. His birthday is Nov. 23.

New York • Philadelphia • Detroit • Miami Beach • Chicago 
Cleveland . Washington, D.C. . Beverly Hills • Boston . San Francisco 
St. Louis • Houston' • Toronto

3. Audley Galbraith Hamrick, a na­
tive of Boiling Springs. N.C., is serving 
as missionary to the Indians in Cubero.

N.M. A former pastor of Camp's Creek 
Baptist Church in Gaffney, S.C.. he is 
a graduate of Carson-Newman College 
in Jefferson City. Tenn, and New Or­
leans (La.) Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. He has served previously with the
HMB as a language missionary and as 
a student worker. His birthday is Dec. 
16.

4. Mrs. Audley G. Hamrick, the for­
mer Della Joe Galyon of Knoxville, 
Tenn., also is working with the Indians 
in Cubcro. N.M. She is a graduate of 
Carson-Newman College and New Or­
leans Seminary. Her birthday is Sept. 16.

5. Gilbert O. Skaar is residing in 
Shelton. Wash, and serves as superin­
tendent of missions for the Olympic, 
Southwest Washington and Mount Bak­
er associations. He had been pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church in Med­
lord. Ore. He is a graduate of Hardin- 
Simmons University in Abilene and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Fort Worth. His birthday is 
Aug. 26.

6. George Ernest Ray Sr. of Norton. 
Tex. is serving as superintendent of 
missions to the western slope area of 
the Colorado Baptist General Conven­

tion. A former pastor of Circle Drive 
Baptist Church in Colorado Springs, he 
attended Hardin Simmons University in 
Abilene. Baylor University in Waco and 
Southwestern Seminary. He has held 
other pastorates in Colorado and in
Texas, His birthday is Apr. 15.

7. Leon D. Simpson, a native of Sny­
der. Okla., has been appointed by Rural- 
Urban Missions as In-service Guidance 
Director at Cumberland College in Wil­
liamsburg. Ky. He is the former pastor 
of Friendly Center Church in Van. Tex. 
He graduated from Texas Tech in Lub­
bock and Southwestern Seminary. His 
birthday is July 28.

8. James Theodore Burdine Jr. of 
Florida is serving as superintendent of 
missions to the newly-established North­
ern Plains Convention. A former pas­
tor of University Baptist Church in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, he is a graduate of 
Stetson University in DeLand, Fla. and 
Southern Seminary. He also has been 
pastor of several Kentucky churches. 
His birthday is Sept. 23.

(Most of these missionaries are appointed 
jointly hy the HMB and the state con­
vention where they serve and or other 
Baptist groups.)
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