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LETTERS

From Our Readers

■ 'Sy

- MISSIONS ,
Red, Yellow, Black, White

If such articles as the one entitled 
"Demythoiogizing th<j.-Negro" (Feb.) con­
tinue. Southern Baptists will not only sing 
but begin to belieye and practice the Sun­
day School verse: ।

"Jesus loves the litle children. 
All the children of the world. 
Red and Yellow. BLACK and 

White
They are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of 

the world."
Continue to tell it like it is! Prophets do 

not sell out to a Christless culture; only 
those who are counting the "profits of this 
earth" bend so low.

Dick Brogan 
Cleveland, Miss.

Who Is Ann Parker Garrison?
Her article, "Demythoiogizing the Ne­

gro," presented as a scholarly approach to 
disposing of six "myths" regarding the 
Negro, does credit neither to the author 
(whoever she may be) nor your magazine 
—and for the discerning reader does little 
to demyth the myths. More importantly, it 
contains statements offensive to any Bible­
believing Christian.

The attempts to identify the Negro race 
as it exjstctLon the West coast of Africa 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
with the advanced civilizations of Egypt 
and Babylon before the birth of Christ are 
little more than amusing. What is really 
disturbing (and perhaps blasphemous), how­
ever. is attributing the "baseless curse of 
Canaan" (author s words) to an insertion 
in holy writ by some Israelite due to the 
hatred for the original Canaanite inhab­
itants of the land. The author quotes 
Robert Guste. a parish priest of New 
Orleans, as saying "No modern Biblical 
scholar would subscribe to any such 
theory," in support of her argument.

I don't know about modern biblical 
scholars, parish priests, or Ann Parker 
Garrison, but I do know there arc many 
Bible-believing Christian laymen, like my­
self. who believe God's Word was faith­
fully recorded by "holy men of old" who 
were chosen by him to do so and that the 
passage referred to contains not one. but 
three prophecies, all of which we have 
seen fulfilled—the servitude of the Ham- 
itic races, the preservation of the knowl­
edge of the one true God by the descen­
dants of Shem. and the enlargement of 
Japeth. We do not need to justify God's 
reasons—we need only accept the fact.

On the other hand, acceptance of this 
truth does not. in itself, make the descen­
dants of Ham, including the Negro, “in­
ferior" anymore than the privilege given 
to Shem of being the progenitor of Abra­
ham and the line through which the 
Saviour should come, makes today's Jew 
any better than we who look back to 
Japeth. We are all equal under Goel's 
grace and have only that standing which 
comes from his redemptive love through 
Jesus Christ.

And here again I have trouble with the 
author when she speaks of the Bible mes­
sage of the "universality of human des­
tiny." My Bible speaks only of the uni­

versality of human sin—and of two sepa­
rate and distinct destinies—depending upon 
what kind of response one makes to God's 
offer of forgiveness.

Regardless of one's feeling toward 
HOME MISSIONS magazine's posture on 
the race question and the other current 
social issues, this article is patently un- 
scriptural and should have had no part in 
any Southern Baptist publication. You owe 
your readers an apology.

W.L. Sullivan 
Atlanta, Ga.

• The article entitled "Demythoiogizing 
(he Negro" seems to be typical of most of 
(he subject matter contained in HOME 
MISSIONS the past few years. In this 
article, an attempt is made to confess 
causes of "guilt among White-Anglo-Saxon 
Protestants."

I would not desire to force everyone to 
see my point of view on segregation and 
integration, and I'm willing that others be 
allowed to believe and express their view­
points. However, I'm growing rather weary 
of seeing printed in HOME MISSIONS 
one point of view in this matter and think 
it is time that you allow others to be heard.

I do resent those with a viewpoint that 
seem to assume they have all the truth 
and those^vith opposing views are guilty 
sinners in need of being assigned to judg­
ment and found wanting.

The article states: "When man arrived 
on the scene less than a million years ago, 
he found . . There are many of us who 
believe that the human race is only about 
6-8.000 years old. and interpret Genesis as 
being the inspired Word of God and not 
a "book of race prejudice because the 
people of Israel always hated the Canaan­
ites; and the story of Noah . . . seems 
to have begun among the newly-settled 
nomadic Israelites. . . . No modern biblical 
scholar would subscribe to any such the­
ory" ... as expressed in the article. On 
the contrary many scholars believe the 
Genesis account in full; that God created 
earth, man. everything in the universe, 
with an appearance of age, but full and 
complete.

There seem to be several major races 
in the world. Their origins are still a mys­
tery to most scientists and there are nu­
merous contradictory theories among an­
thropologists and ethnologists, but the only 
fully reliable record to me of the origin 
of the races, nations and languages is 
found in Genesis, chapters 9-11. Here it 
is recorded that all men in this present 
world are descended from the three sons 
of Noah and their wives. The confusion 
of the tongues at Babel resulted in a more 
rapid segregation of various segments of 
the human race.

The names given to Noah's sons prob­
ably referred to their complexions: Shem 
means "dusky"; Ham. "dark"; Japheth. 
"fair " We are all Adam's children and 
all races do go back to one common 
origin. The Adamic nature was still a part 
of the Noahic heredity. This, along with 
the fact of the terrible moral environment 
of the world before the flood, was to have 
its effect as in the original genetic struc­
ture of Adam, there were no doubt genes 
for different types of skin pigmentation.

These appeared individually in Noah's s< s 
and later became dominant characteris s 
in their various descendants. Although e 
Scripture says “God has made of one l| 
nations of men," there is a threefold d 
sion into Semites, Hamites, and Japh- 
ites, yet all mankind is a unity

According to Scripture, Shem was tc e 
the source of spiritual blessings; Ham is 
to perform material services and Japh< is 
were to be the leaders of mankind. Fi m 
the descendants of Shem came the e- 
brews, the Semites have furnished t se 
religions such as Islam. The descend ts 
of Ham were marked especially for sect ar . 
service to mankind and from the Han ic 
origin come the earth s colored rare. - 
yellow, red. brown, and black.

I do not believe that belief in- "inle. a- 
tion" is the test of a Christian and th; n 
happens to be the unshakable will of G >d. 
as the proponents of the social go pel 
loudly proclaim.

Paul said in Gal. 3:28 that there is no 
difference “in Christ ” The main point here 
is that there is no difference "IN CHRIS I 
Another Scripture says that if any man 
"have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His." Every C hristian, no matter what 
his race or sex, has a spiritual unity and 
attraction, but the love of Christ has noth­
ing to do with forced integration by l.iw 
Acts 17:26 teaches that it is not God's 
will to mix the races. This verse of Scrip­
ture tells that God made every nation, and 
determined the boundaries of their habita- 
tion. God segregated us by making us dif­
ferent The fact of forced integration by 
law still does not make it right.

Is love shown to our Negro friend when 
we tell him constantly that his existence is 
terrible and that he must become as the 
white man or be wiped off the face of the 
earth? The Negro and all races arc as 
precious in the eyes of God as the most 
zealous Anglo-Saxon-White, or social gos­
pel advocate or socialist. Woe upon those 
who are pouring scorn upon our black 
brothers and insult them by calling them 
second-class, down trodden and backward 
God recognized variety. Each should take 
pride in his own kind and race and not 
seek to get all that are different changed 
to their likeness.

May God preserve and bless the Neero 
and bring to him glory found in follow ng 
Christ and serving him.

No wonder our land is filled with cr ne 
among both black and white. This • ill 
continue to be true as long as social go 'el 
integrationists. breathing the spirit of ;- ;ti- 
Christ, try to change the world r.T ier 
than let Christ do it.

O P. Bazer 
Shreveport, La.

• The article by Ann Parker Garr on 
really hit home. I too was one of he 
numberless whites who had clouded i'W* 
about the Negro until I was advance.” 
management in a manufacturing plant he 
Negro, if given a chance, will perf- m 
equally wellpand sometimes superioi to 
many of the whites.

This article reveals the basic truth w ch 
deals with the color of man's skin. It t « 
the HOME MISSIONS to bring f 
truths to our homes. 1 am thankful t< be 

leged as a subscriber and may God 
. bless your work.

John A. Ondrovich
Richmond. Va.

.nee Isn’t Golden
non receiving the Februan issue of 
ME MISSIONS. I lead the first of two 
.les by Clyde E. Fant Jr. To me. this 
,.ne of (he better statements of our 

t -ent problems of society that you have 
.ivhed Fant convinced me that silence 
lot golden, thus this letter.

• n recent years, two things have been 
» Ie clear to me as a Christian. The first 

hat I. and most other Christians with 
i. om I have been associated, have not 
, cd or done much about the social prob- 
i, i- around us. This is surely sin in our 
( -id's sight and should be corrected Sec

lly. many Christians having guilty feel- 
i' • are determined that all social wrongs 
•' oild be cured yesterday. It is gratifving 
i<> %ec the'-e good intentions but I fear that 
.i .Tenter portion of these concerned Chris- 
ii.ius are willing to put moral and welfare 
p;ngrams in place of evangelism. Such 
people say "Can't we have moral and 
•ovi.iI reform and evangelism at the same 
rime'’" I agree, we are not truly Christian 
if we don't.

Ihe point of my deep concern is that, 
in recent years, as you and others have 
put ‘o much emphasis on remedies for 
social ills, it has been at the expense of 
evangelism I believe the quest for Souls 
has taken a back seat No doubt mans 
would say no. however Satan does not 
desire to devour us but in his deceptive 
w.iv (to) render us ineffective as in a 
cueping paralysis. To hack up mv point. 
I -irnnly draw attention to the gradual hut 
c. iiain percentage decline in our Southern 
B. piist baptisms and other work This has 
’.den place as the importance of social 
gospel has been magnified.

Lewis Watkins 
Jackson, Miss.

What’s in a Name?
1 hanks for vour editorial in Ihe current 

on "church.”
he two paragraphs are from an article 
■ine I Foundations) based on the records 
'he "United Baptist Church of Jesus 
a called Pleasant Grove." near Hodg- 
Ic Kv. The church was constituted 
s$2

the term "church" first sienified 
<ody of believers joined together in 
regational life. For several decades 

'■iiilding was referred to as "meetinc- 
e" or "house." The first use of the 

"church" to mean "meetinghouse" 
।red in 1870. The church was troubled 
•in "that there was a school going on 

Church without leave." Neverthe- 
ihe preferred term for the building 
house." Four months later a debat- 

ocietv was permitted to use the house 
wo conditions: that " ‘thev do not 
He with anvthing about the house and 
n the house in as good a condition as 
find it'1: and that the societv does not 
have. Thereafter the building was 

uniformly called "house" or "meeting­
house" until 1895 when someone was ap­
pointed "to collect money for the purpose 
of buying doors for the Church." Four 
months later four men were commissioned 
io "get up money to finish the house." and 
in 1897 it was the "house" which was

"House" continued to be the preferred 
term for the building until the 1920's, but 
thereafter the preferred term was "church." 
During 1929 and 1930 the congregation 
diseased moving the "church " In 1939. 
due to the construction of a new road, it 
became necessary to relocate the building, 
so the congregation voted "to give com­
mittee authority to notify county officials 
and road surveyor to raise the church 
when most convenient for them whether 
chinch shall be raised and left where it is 
oi moved back and turned around facing 
road " In 1944 a committee was appointed 
"lo proceed to investigate the repairs nec­
essary to make on the church" and "this 
committee [is to] be left standing to keep 
the church in repair." Unquestioned am- 
biguiiv is seen in an action of 1946 when 
ihe pastor and finance committee were in­
structed "to see each member of the 
church to see what each member will give 
on a new church " In 194" the congrega­
tion voted "to build a new Church on the 
same plan as the Methodist Church in 
Hodgenville" and "to keep the Old < hutch 
while the new one was being built "

In recent months I've been working on 
a more extended studv of the oldest sur­
viving Baptist chinch in Boone Counts in 
central Missouri dating from December. 
|8|9. The first time "church" appears in 
the minutes as a reference to the meeting 
house is in 1869. but "meetinghouse" ami 
"house" remained the common terms for 
many years thereafter

Hugh Wamble
Kansas Cits. Mo

The Scope of Our Concern
. Please continue the ouistandine 

work vou have begun in HOMF MIS­
SIONS. Ihe new formal and thrust of vour 
publication represents one of the most ex­
citing things that has happened in our 
denomination because it renews the hope 
(hat the scope of our concern is expanding.

George T Boyd 
Newport. R I

• The family room was simply running 
over with maeazines. 1 nicked up the 1968 
issues of HOMF MISSIONS and took 
them to the earace determined to keep a 
neat home The February issue came and 
there were so many references lo past 
articles Ihe familv room is now as dis­
arranged as ever The 1968 issues are back 
in the house.

The Virginia Religious Herald arrived 
today with the news of Soileau's resigna­
tion. This sent me back to his article in 
HOMF MISSIONS, the September issue. 
It looks like HOMF MISSIONS will be 
cluttering up the family room for some 
years. . . .

Mrs. Dowell Anders 
Arlington. Va.
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EDITORIALS THE EXECUTIVES WORD
by Walker L. Knight By Arthur B. Rutledge 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

Technocrat or Man The Cadence of the Universe
n insatiable desire to be more than 

human appears to be basic to man’s 
nature. From the earliest account, he 
pridefully desires Godlike knowledge 
of good and evil, and from that fallen 
moment his quest is a restless search 
for a further extension of his senses 
and a pushing back of his limitations.

Through history we see him picking 
up a stick to reach the fruit beyond 
his grasp. He carves out the wheel 
and moves into the industrial age. He 
creates a bow with which to propel 
his arrow and the world wars follow. 
He draws pictures to aid his memory, 
and history begins. He creates the lever 
and fulcrum and moves the mountains. 
He lights a fire and warms the city. 
He develops the telescope and discovers 
a way to the moon.

What-a creation we have in man— 
still in search of Godlike powers:

—through writing and the printing 
press he seeks to remember all 
things.

—through radio he seeks to speak 
and to hear anything from any­
where.

—through TV and global satellites 
he monitors the world, gaining the 
ability to see all things, to show 
himself to all people.

—through jets and the promise of 
even faster transportation he races 
the moon around the earth, and 
strives for the ability to be any­
where at any moment.

—through the computer he thinks of 
all things past and present, and 
projects his existence into the 
future.

—through the harnessing of nuclear 
power he becomes all powerful, 
able to destroy all life, if not 
eventually the earth itself.

Is he still a man? He is gaining a 
measure of omnipotence, of omni­
science and of omnipresence. Will he 
soon see all things, hear all things, be 
anywhere, and possess all power and 
all knowledge, even the secret of life 
itself?

Call him Man? Are these not the 
attributes of God? When primitive man

spoke of God, he hardly conceived of 
greater knowledge, vision, power or 
ability—hi^God was but a map with 
these attributes.

Was it a realization of what has 
taken place in this extension of man's 
senses, this pushing out of his ‘limita­
tions, which led Bonhoeffer to write of 
"a world come of age"? for man can 
now explain most of the world and 
he can do things without resorting to 
God.

Peter Ustinov, in The Center Maga­
zine. writes: "The world used to be a 
place of unanswered questions, and 
consequently a place of poetry. Man 
stood under an infinity of skyj minute, 
naked to his enemies and to the ele­
ments. believing in the gods, or in 
God. who represented the colossal 
question mark of his existence, and 
asking why in words and music and 
dance. Soon the world will be a place 
of answers without questions. Already 
the most sophisticated computers show­
er us with answers to questions so 
complicated that only another com­
puter can ask them. Without questions, 
there is no music, no dance: there are 
no words. A world without questions 
is the death knell of God, ultimately 
of Man."

Ustinov is not the first to say that 
God is dead or is expected to die, and 
many claim Bonhoeffer for their cause, 
since he wrote, “God is teaching us 
that we must live as men who can 
get along very well without him." They 
emphasize the wrong portion of this 
statement. The emphasis should be 

upon how we live, not upon the h- 
sence of God. This is what wise pai 
teach their children: how to live re­
sponsibly without the direction of 
either parent.

There is reason for pessimism, lor 
many see with Lewis Mumford tha1 :he 
western world is caught up in a t ch- 
nological dynamism which is profoundly 
hostile to life. This generation live at 
a hinge of history, which will decide 
whether or not we push toward a 
greater extension of our senses, to the 
neglect of more humane characteristics

Ustinov makes a major point in that 
we have “technical achievements, tech­
nical achievements galore, but then 
these are but the instruments with 
which to diffuse the message, not the 
message itself.”

Roger Shinn said: “The peculiar 
problem of our age is that the same 
achievements that have led man to 
exult in his own powers have also 
threatened his personal being and in­
tegrity.” It is a paradox that as we 
seek to be more than human technolog­
ically we often become less than hu­
man morally and spiritually. Even now 
a Harvard scientist is asking other 
scientists to strike in protest of the 
misuse of technology.

Have we not overlooked something 
significant? When man thinks and 
speaks of God, in his finiteness he 
uses the terms of omnipotence, omni­
science, omnipresence, of immanence, 
of transcendance. But in what terms 
does God reveal himself? What does 
God say of God?

Why have we limited our ques to 
be Godlike to those qualities that ■ '«« 
ascribes to God and not to those qt ali- 
ties which God gives to himself? V hat 
does Christ in his humanity show us9 
Did he not characterize God as ’ Fa­
ther”—a father who loves, for < >0" 
is love? Did he not give us the exar pie 
of servanthood, choosing the pall of 
suffering in faithfulness to God’s ■ ill'’ 
Let us search for Godlike qualitie of 
the spirit and character and we iay 
achieve not deity, but authentic Hu­
manity. ■

1 t was more than ten years ago that 
talked with the man as we sat side 

side on the railroad train, but I 
sc been unable to forget his words.

v, I tried to nudge him into con- 
rsation about religion he stated with 

»-cling, "I abhor the thought of 
.teath." I tried to share with him my 
t.ifth that in Christ we have the one 
adequate answer to death.

There may be thousands among us 
today who share this man's viewpoint 
Ml the while almost a thousand people 
.ire killed every week on our streets 
..nd highways, hundreds are killed in 
Vietnam, and other thousands die of 
cancer or other diseases.

It is urgent that we who are follow­
ers of Christ, who accept the command 
io love our neighbors, shall do every­
thing possible to right injustice, to 
oppose discrimination, to eliminate 
prejudice, to combat hunger and dis­
ease. to fight poverty and its causes, 
and to help our fellowmen in their 
daily struggles. Jesus helped men in 
their daily plights. He commended those 
who showed mercy toward their fellow- 
men. He taught us to pray, “Thy will 
be done in earth . . ."

In our commendable concern for the 
' •eial problems of our times it may be 
th <t we forget the universal human 
• periencc of death. It is possible to 

■ ell upon death so that we become 
rotic in life. It is possible, on the 

’ er hand, to ignore the reality of 
• ith so that we fail to see life in its 

■ •ieness and thus limit our lives.
aster reminds us that death does 
have the last word: the last word is

When Jesus rose triumphantly
•i Joseph's tomb, he flung open the 

•< of new life to everyone who 
’id walk with him on earth. Be- 
•e of him we need not fear death, 
need not hesitate to think of death, 
h is real, but it is not final for 

'c who have committed their lives 
sus Christ. Those who reject Christ 
well fear death, but those who put 
trust in him may look to death 

as a doorway to still greater things
Death can be a healthy discipline. 

Its frequent invasion of our experience 
reminds us of our mortality. We rec­
ognize that however strong we may be 
otherwise, we do not have the power to 
extend life forever. Physicians may per­
form successful heart transplants, and 
for this we are thankful; but sooner or 
later even the recipient of the transplant 
must die. We may orbit the moon mil­
lions of miles away, but sooner or later 
even astronauts will take their final 
steps on earth Death is a traumatic re­
minder that while we can control many 
currents of human experience, there is 
an ultimate beyond our control. We 
are only human. Earthly life is short. 
Death says to us that we need to catch 
step with the cadence of the universe— 
with God who has given us life and 
who directs all things The reality of 
death reminds us that what we do lor 
God and for man we must do quickly

For the Christian death is a depar­
ture. It is a leaving of this life to move 
into the fuller, richer life which fol­
lows It is 'he entrance to an endless 
life of fellowship and service with our 
heavenly Father. The poignant cry of 
the patriarch Job has found answer in 
Jesus Christ. He criedj “If a man die 
shall he live?" Jesus •declared: "Be­
cause 1 live, ye shall live also. .1 
am the resurrection and the life; he 
that lixeth and believeth in me. though 
he should die. yet shall he live." We 
know that our Redeemer lives, and 
therefore we too shall live. The apostle 
Paul, imprisoned in Rome, could write: 
"I have a desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better" (Phil. 1:23).

Easter Sunday, and every Sunday of 
the year for that matter, is a recognition 
that Jesus Christ, following his death 
on our behalf, rose from the grave. 
Christ is the center of our faith, and 
his resurrection is “the center of the 
center."

The theme of the Crusade of the 
Americas, "Christ, the Only Hope." 
points to him as our one hope for life 
and spiritual strength. With the apostle 

Peter we too may ask. "Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life" (John 6:68). Christ is our 
hope for victory over death, and he is 
our hope and our help in daily living. 
Many church crusades in the Crusade 
of the Americas already have been con­
ducted Many lie before us during the 
month of April, and some still later, 
both in our country and elsewhere in 
the Americas. It is our prayer that the 
crusades will be divinely blessed in 
realizing the threefold objective of the 
entire crusade: renewal within the 
churches, the conversion of thousands 
previously without Christ, and the 
strengthening of the moral and spiritual 
life of the nations represented in the 
crusade.

But the witness to Christ must con­
tinue beyond the crusade througn per­
sonal witness, church missions actions 
directed toward Christian ministry and 
witness, and the work of missionaries. 
Over 2.300 home missionaries, serving 
in all fifty states, plus Puerto Rico and 
Panama, share their faith by loving 
deed and clear word. Every home mis­
sions effort—whether in establishing a 
new mission or church, in serving 
among minority peoples, or in working 
among the disadvantaged in inner-city 
fields—seeks to persuade people to ac­
cept and follow cur living Lord. Jesus 
Christ.

All about us are people who are 
afraid of death, some so afraid that 
they won't attend funerals and won't 
talk about death. How they need the 
message of life, in order to be their 
best today and to be ready for the un­
seen tomorrow! One of the renowned 
preachers of another generation urged 
his fellow minister, to "preach as never 
sure to preach again, and as a dying 
man to dying men."

Amid the confusion of our day we 
have a clear word to offer: Christ has 
conquered death and has brought an 
abundant and eternal life to all who 
will receive him. Men need this mes­
sage at Eastertime and every day of 
the year. ■
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Photos by Don Rutledge

ow cumulus boils steadils over

PUERTOIRICO
who can afford to

ing the damp-green mountain- 
tops and creating the illusion the island 
has a billowing ceiling that could be 
touched from the top of a San Juan 
hotel.

From the air, Puerto Rico looks for

land. Abrupt outcroppings of little 
mountains look like miniature Grand

intricate patterns with just the right 
amount of white houses and palm trees

•Hies are white, with just touche' 
of soft pastels On the ground in thi

kited interior peasants peddle bananas

Spellbinding' In fact, the island is so

SAN JUAN'S SKYLINE, shown here 
with the Puerto Rican capitol in the 
foreground, is dominated by con­
dominiums—apartments that are

purchased rather than rented. This 
is a recent phenomenon sparked 
by San Juan’s sprawl and theinter 
est of people to live close to work.

JGAR CANE is still the dominant 
agricultural activity, along with 

^e. pineapple and papaya. These 
cane cutters are working a field 

jr Mayaguez, on the western end 
of the island.
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PUERTO RIC*
every visitor's mind. Their sensitivi- 
. drained from initial attempts to 
iculate how breath-taking everything 

.illy is, most proceed directly to the 
me tables, beaches and rain forests 
J miss discovering the cultural dilem- 

। , political struggle and economic con- 
• ist that make Pureto Rico unique.

Spanish by heritage and American by 
circumstance, the little island appears, 
on closer analysis, to be stricken with 
cultural schizophrenia.

Struggling between nationhood and 
statehood in that rootless dimension of 
U.S. federalism called a commonwealth. 
Puerto Rican politicians are trying to 
forge an identity that will protect both 
the remnants of a diminishing native 
culture and a fruitful partnership with 
L'ncle Sam.

THE ISOLATED interior of the island 
is mostly rolling hills and 
mountain ranges where men 
still peddle fruit from the backs 
of oxen and breed gamecocks 
for sport. This scene is near Cayey, 
directly south of San Juan.

The political status of the island is 
uncertain. Its two-and-a-half million 
residents have been free to guide their 
own destiny only since 1952. when the 
U.S. government and Puerto Rican 
leaders established the commonwealth 
government. Under this arrangement. 
Puerto Ricans are U.S. citizens and re­
ceive standard government benefits such 
as aid to education, welfare and military 
protection.

Puerto Rico's government is orga­
nized much the same way a state gov­
ernment is—a legislature with both a 
house and a senate, and a governor as 
chief executive—and enjoys the same 
measure of autonomy. As economic in­
centive. Puerto Ricans pay no federal 
(axes and consequently do not vote in 
federal elections. (The lack of a vote 

is the rallying point for Puerto Rico's 
anti-war dissidents, who call the draft 
in Puerto Rico a "blood tax without 
representation")

A permanent commonwealth 
status is a definite possibility, 
but the cause of statehood 

was advanced considerably in 1968 with 
the election of a pro-statehood adminis­
tration to the governor's suite in San 
Juan.

But even as the unique political strug­
gle appears to be narrowing to those 
two alternatives, a sense of urgency is 
growing for preserving the native lan­
guage and culture, a cause fed primarily 
by a vociferous minority of indepen­
dents who desire a complete break from 
the U.S. and the establishing of an in­
dependent republic.

Continued

TOURISTS SCRAMBLE for cover as 
a hard—but always brief—tropical 

shower blows in from the ocean 
at San Juan's hotel row, a scene that could 

just as easily be representative of 
Miami Beach. The Customary defense 

against the wind-cooled showers is simply to wait.



RAPHAEL AYAL and his family live 
in a mountainside section over­
looking Ponce called Clausels, 
where between 15 and 20 percent 
of the people are unemployed. Raphael 
raises pigs and chickens in his 
steep yard. This family is fortunate

more a climate of mutual understand­
ing, The first 30 years of U.S. rule 
amounted to one-sided exploitation, 
with U.S. monopolies operating large 
landholdings."

It was early in the 1940s before the 
U.S.-appointed administration in Puerto 
Rico enforced its own regulation, which 
limited corporations to a maximum of 
500 acres. The corporations were forced 
to dispose of the land, but not without 
asking and getting the going market

Even then, it was evident that agri­
culture could not sustain the popula­
tion of nearly two million. Only 25 
percent of the island s 3.500 square 
miles is ariable land—mostly coastal 
plains and small valleys. The rest is 
mountain range.

One of the first priority moves of the 
government of Luis Munoz Marin— 
the "father of the commonwealth"— 
was to establish government-owned in­
dustries to prove it could be done, and 
then relinquish the factories to private 
enterprise.

A lax incentive plan begun then is 
still working Manufacturing today pro­
vides about 25 percent of the Gross Na­
tional Product of Puerto Rico, and agri­
culture only six to eight percent—a re­

Said General Archives Director Rod­
riguez Morales, a passionate "independ- 
atista:"

“Statehood will become inevitable 
only if the people surrender their cul­
ture and personality. Statehood means 
assimilation, as U.S. history bears out. 
The U.S. is said to be a melting pot. 
and this is true. What goes in melts 
and becomes something else."

Although Morales’ political philoso­
phy of independence is shared mostly 
by a minority of intellectuals and stu­
dents, he does articulate what seems 
to be a growing concern by many Puer­
to Rican leaders not to be completely 
overwhelmed by the inevitably well- 
intentioned but insensitive American in­
fluence.

The matter of language is an ex­
ample. In 1898, when the U.S. occu­
pied the land as spoils from the Span­
ish American War, English was de­
clared to be the official language and 
suddenly Puerto Rican •children found 
themselves in classrooms where Eng­
lish was the language of instruction. 
This finally was corrected in 1948. 
when Spanish was restored as the lan­
guage of instruction and English was 
retained as a required course.

U.S. influence even has had its effect 
on religion in Puerto Rico, which is 
predominately Catholic due to 300 
years in the Spanish domain.

The Vatican appointed North Ameri­
can bishops to Puerto Rico up until the 
days of Pope John XXIII, when, ac­
cording to Morales, it took a public 
campaign to correct the situation. Now 
Puerto Rican natives are named to the 
bishop's post.

Spanish still is the language of the 
island, and is likely to remain so even 
if statehood comes, although English 
is used in higher education and English- 
language signs mark most businesses in 
the urban areas. After 71 years of U.S. 
rule, Puerto Ricans still speak Spanish 
and still use Hispanic cultural terms.

Even so, the tension from the 
clash is real, and could be more 
damaging today had not the 
U.S. abruptly began improving its re­

lationship to Puerto Rico in the days of 
the New Deal.

“Our relations with the U.S. are now 
at a level where the U.S. recognizes 
our traditional identity as a people 
apart from the U.S.,” a Puerto Rican 
state department official said. "There is

Continued

impression tourism is the No, 1 busi­
ness. accounts for only about six per­
cent of the GNP.)

While the incredible economic boom is 
evident in the urbanization and high-rise 
construction, harsher realities persist,

Puerto Rico perhaps is more over- 
populated than any country in Latin 
America, with nearly 800 people per 
square mile and a net rate of population 
increase that will double the 2.7 million 
population in 30 years. Poverty, of 
course, is the most evident result.

Ramshackle housing lines the gov­
ernment-owned land along rivers and 
creeks in every urban area, housing 
what one sociologist termed "a culture 
of poverty" characterized by a matri­
archal society, malnutrition and job­
lessness.

The crime rate in San Juan—with 
heavy doses of prostitution and drugs— 
is equivalent to that of New York City 
and second only to that of Los Angeles, 
in terms of crimes per 100,000 popu­
lation.

Unemployment runs about 12 per­
cent, more than double the U.S. aver­
age. And illiteracy is quoted in one 
source as afflicting as much as 20 per­
cent of the population.

Important to an understanding of 
Puerto Rico's character, however, is 
the fact that only a few years ago, 

illiteracy was the mark of more than 
80 percent of the population, hunger 
was rampant, wages were incredibly 
low and the economy was entirely de­
pendant on the U.S, In a movement 
that has put bread, land and liberty 
ahead of politics, the Puerto Rican peo­
ple have initiated revolutionary change 
and so far have endured it without vio­
lent civil disobedience or fanatic na­
tionalism.

The lack of violence usually is at­
tributed to the natural affability of 
Puerto Ricans. But the fact that Puerto 
Rico's jolting change of pace in politics 
and economy has not triggered vio- 

to U.S. action 30 years ago to head off 
development of an oppressive wealthy 
land class and U.S. monopoly of agri­
culture

Despite the record economy, and the 
vast improvement in employment op­
portunity. the net outmigration con­
tinues to be about 30.000 annually 
Most of the immigrants go to the states 
and many never get past that infamous 
“stepping-stone." Spanish Harlem A 
report on that xituation next month.■

SPIRITUALISTS abound in Puerto 
Rico, especially in rural areas. They 

hold seances to communicate with 
the spirits of the dead and prescribe 

for physical ills a variety of rfoots 
and herbs that can be purchased 
in most marketplaces. The beads 

and array of religious paraphernalia 
also are used by believers 

in spiritism.
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MISSIONS IN PUERT
Forging a
Noninterventionist

tico

Polity
by Dallas M. Lee

Apparently, the tempting shortcut in 
missions is to bank heavily on “expert" 
missionaries and bright new church 
buildings.

Southern Baptists in Puerto Rico are 
striving to do just the opposite, seeking 
indigenous forms of Christian witness 
that are as free as possible from the in­
tervention of stateside missionaries and 
dependence on denominational dollars.

Although the struggle for indigenous 
outreach seems so far to have over­
looked cppdVunities for ministries in 
areas of staggering poverty and illiter­
acy, Baptists in Puerto Rico do stand to 
make a major contribution to the cur­
rent rethinking of church and mission.

Said Milton Leach, superintendent of 
Southern Baptist work on the island:

“The predominate idea has been that 
if you want to start a work fast, you 
send in a seminary-trained man and 
build an attractive building. But the re­
sult of this in many cases has been 
perpetual mission handouts."

Stressing the use of laymen in home 
fellowships and playing down U.S.-style 
church organization, Leach and the 
three regional missionaries under him 
are trying to establish worship and out­
reach situations for which Puerto Rican 
Christians themselves can provide lead­
ership.

In the predominately Catholic society, 
the Pentecostal Church of God churches 
seem to thrive on an indigenous philos­
ophy of work, while mainline denom­
inations appear to be losing stamina.

From 1951 to 1966, for example, 
Pentecostal Churches of God estab­
lished 77 new congregations, at least six 
times the number established by most

Moore
"The Holy Spirit 

must be 
the ultimate teacher."

Home Missk -JS

other denominations. American Baptists, 
by comparison, who have been at work 
m Puerto Rico since the turn of the 
cifntury, started 10 new congregations 
dining this period, bringing their total 
to 56.

Southern Baptists started only two 
congregations during this time, and 
since then have made at least begin­
nings in the coastal urban areas of San 
Juan, Arecibo, Mayaguez and Ponce. 
Now they are struggling to develop an 
indigenous strategy that will allow them 
to penetrate the isolated communities 
of the interior as well as to meet the 
increasing coastal urbanization head on.

As the term indigenous implies, the 
courses of action will be determined and 
shaped by specific local needs and by 
the local leadership.

For the missionary, then, the task is 
to discern potential leadership in new 
C hristians and to help without hinder­
ing, to suggest without imposing. The 
struggle in this new role is not without 
• .riation among the three regional mis- 

■ 'naries.
Donald Moore, regional missionary 
'he southwest section of Puerto Rico.

example, works in what could be 
tied a strictly noninstitutional con-

salher than seeking to start new mis­
's and churches, he works one-to-one 
•Jihle study in an effort to train lay 
crship and initiate Bible study fel- 
hip groups. Visible results are slow 
ante by.
This alternative is slower at first, 
'he ultimate aim of continued devel- 
en: will be more effective," Moore 
“I feel an urgency in developing 

' and extensions of the church that 
not dependent on money. The aim 
nately is congregations, but non- 
•idized."
'ne of Moore's students is Gregorio 
■la, a publico (public car) driver
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Leach
The struggle for indigenous 
forms of witness

who lives in a barrio called Piedras 
Blancas that stretches alongside a river­
bed in Ponce. Ayala, who is a member 
of the Spanish congregation of the 
Ponce Baptist ChurchL leads a Bible 
fellowship in his garage on Wednesday 
nights and Moore meets with him on 
Monday evenings to discuss his material

On a Monday evening in February. 
Moore entered the old but neat frame 
house built on stilts and visited with 
Ayala. After about 30 minutes, the man 
picked up his worn paperback copy of 
the New Testament and began search­
ing through it.

In Spanish, he said to Moore: "I 
remember reading about (he woman 
who washed the feel of Jesus with her 
tears. But." he added with a frown. "I 
cannot find it now."

Moore leafed through his own testa­
ment. helped find the passage in Luke, 
and then both men read silently for 
several minutes—the frogs on the river­
bank and the dogs in the trim, middle­
class yards across the river clamoring 

in the background.
Ayala finally made a statement on 

his reaction to the passage and a dis­
cussion began. Moore explained it later:

"1 don't try to do all of the talking 
If he selects the passage and then offers 
his own ideas, it creates independent 
thought and understanding I just ask 
him questions to draw out his thoughts 
and occasionally offer my own inter­
pretation."

On Wednesday night, then, Ayala di­
rected (he s(udy in his garage and dis­
cussed (he passage with the confidence 
of knowing that he had bounced his 
ideas off a man with formal Bible train­
ing. ( Moore has a doctorate from South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary based 
on a study of Protestant evangelical 
development in Puerto Rico.) Moore 
purposely was absent, as he usually is 
every three or four weeks, in order to 
give the layman an increasing under­
standing that he is in charge, not (he 
missionary.

continued 
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Casteel
“We ought to do 

whatever is necessary 
to win them.”

Missionary Albert Casteel, in the 
northern sector, works ifi a pattern that 
could be defined as institutional.

He can count upi visible results from 
his efforts of two-and-a-half years. He 
started from scratch in Arecibo, a city 
of about 70,000, with only a few names 
of people who were visited in the Texas 
Baptist-sponsored New Life Crusade in 
1966.

The First Baptist Church is the result 
of his initial work, with nearly 80 res­
ident members and about 65 other 
members in five mission congregations 
(one of which is the sole Southern Bap­
tist mission in the interior).

Four laymen are licensed to preach 
in the missions, three of them baptized 
by Casteel. He is not, however, as con­
cerned with whether or not the work is 
indigenous as he is with evangelism and 
Baptist doctrine.

“My philosophy of missions is that 
we can win people anywhere," he said. 
"I think we .ought to do whatever is 
necessary to win them. If they can sup­
port themselves, fine. But if they can't, 
then wir'should use mission money to 
help them."

Casteel tends to be concerned with 
instructing lay leaders and other new 
converts in Baptist doctrine, whereas 
Moore takes a loose approach, stating: 
"The Holy Spirit must be the ultimate 
teacher, not the missionary."

Somewhere in between these two phi­
losophies of work falls the giant (6'8", 
250-plus) E. McKinney “Mack” Ad­
ams, in the western sector. In Spanish 
heavy with stateside drawl, he works in 
one-to-one Bible study situations and 
home fellowships, as well as stressing 
more formal doctrinal training and the 
establishment of new missions.

Working with the pastor of the 
Balboa Baptist Church in Mayaguez, 
Adams has established a formal routine 
of weekly classes for training of lay 
leadership. Currently, he teaches The 
Church Organized and Functioning for 
45 minutes, and then breaks for the 
pastor—Carlos Cortes—to teach for 45 
minutes on the life of Christ.

Most of the students who attend 
these formal classes, which run for three 
months at a time, either already are 
preaching or teaching in mission sta­
tions or they are preparing to.

Adams considers it important for the 
missions or home fellowships to be tied 

continued

Home Missions

• with the two strong churches in his 
ea—the Balboa Church and the Bor- 
.|uen Baptist Church in Aguadilla, 

English-speaking congregation com- 
>sed primarily of Ramey Air Force 
ase officers and enlisted men.
"I wonder sometimes if it is not a 
istake to say we are not going to use 

’.urch buildings, and take laymen with 
tie or no doctrine and send them out 
preach or teach as soon as they are 

.'averted," Adams said.
“On the other hand, just because our 

•lurch organization works in the states 
>oes not mean it will work in Puerto 
Rico."

He offered the example of one mis­
sion that pays $100 a month to rent a 
meeting place for Sunday evening wor­
ship. The people who attend are so 
scattered that Adams himself spends 
four hours every Sunday transporting 
th^m.

“It could be,” he said, "that the work 
would be more valuable if the people 
who attend the mission would work out 
of their homes. I believe we could reach 
three times as many people as before.

“This is a case where the institutional 
approach did not work. But if it will 
somewhere else, we ought to do it."

To Adams, the ideal arrangement in 
a field as new as Puerto Rico to South­
ern Baptists (work began in 1964). 
would be to bring five trained pastors 
into an area about the size of his region, 
and let them concentrate on training 
laymen to serve in mission points until 
leadership developed.

Adams and Bill Coffman, former mis­
sionary to the Dominican Republic and 
now pastor of the Borinquen church, 
are working now on establishing a Bible 
institute. They intend to use the Borin- 
qaen church facilities and establish a 
t; c-hour-a-day, four-day-a-week Bible

.1 language curriculum. Adams, Coff­
in and Cortes initially will provide 

teaching staff.
The institute will be no substitute for 
lay training classes—"It is intended 

be for those who feel called into the 
’istry," Coffman said.
The idea will be on-the-job training.

one advantage to being able to 
■i pastors here, rather than helping 
'i go to the Bible institute in San 
onio, Texas, is that we can use them 
Ie they are studying."
• hatever the approach, Leach is con­
ed with eventually having Puerto 
m pastors in the Spanish-speaking 
zregations. Right now, there are five 
rto Rican pastors and three Cuban 
ors included in the leadership for 

1 12 Spanish-speaking churches and
'ions.
There are seven other preaching
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Adams
"Is it a mistake to use laymen 
with no doctrine?”

stations among Spanish-speaking: among 
English-speaking, there arc four church­
es and one mission.)

For meeting places, houses and rented 
commercial space seem to dominate. It 
would seem that on a tropical island, 
a congregation could get b\ with the 
scantiest of structures—even a concrete 
block floor and a roof

But as Leach said: "Stateside denom­
inations have set precedent by pouring 
hundreds of thousands of dollars into 
buildings and have almost ruined the 
possibility of satisfaction with cheap 
structures."

Regardless of precedent, however. 
Southern Baptists on khc island arc 
committed to methods1 of evangelism 
and ministry that do not require large 
financial investment or specialists.

"It has happened time and again that 
dollars have stifled initiative." said 
Gerald Palmer, secretary of the Depart­
ment of Language Missions for the 
Home Mission Board. "The concept of 
Christian social ministries too needs to 
be spread naturally, without imposed 
structure or an emphasis that would 
make ministry something specialized."

Due to the Puerto Ricans’ unique 
emphasis on fellowship. Palmer said, 
more response to personal needs prob­
ably is carried on than is obvious on 
the surface.

More departments of the Home Mis­
sion Board now are exploring possibil­
ities of service in Puerto Rico. The 
English-speaking work has just been 
transferred to the Department of Pi­

oneer Missions, and the Department of 
Christian Social Ministries is now con­
sulting with the language and pioneer 
departments on the development of 
ministries.

Quietly and solidly, the philosophy of 
indigenous work seems to be working 
its way through the season of planting 
Leach's office in San Juan receives 10 
to 12 letters daily in response to broad­
casts of the Spanish Baptist Hour and 
a semireligious magazine sold on the 
newsstands published by (he Baptist 
Publishing House in El Paso

And Puerto Rican laymen and pas­
tors are being trained to assume leader­
ship in the small but growing number 
of churches, missions and teaching sta­
tions. Most of the congregations arc 
quick to start missions or fellowships 
as soon as (hey reach a degree of 
strength.

“Over 125 people is considered large, 
and we don't encourage any congrega­
tion to get any larger." Leach said. 
"Where they are large enough to pay 
a pastor, buy their own literature and 
contribute to missions, we encourage 
them to start a mission.

"When a group is small, anywhere 
from five to 15 people get involved. 
When a group reaches 300. the same 
small number still carries the burden 
of leadership, so the ratio of leaders to 
members is lower. Two churches of 100 
can do more than one of 200—they 
will reach two different communities 
and contact more people." ■
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As if exiled, the community of poverty 
known as La Perla lies outside the 
walled city of Old San Juan, steaming 
with the lives of 3,400 people and generally 

ignored by the religious institutions on the other 
side of the wall. The Salvation Army, the Office 
of Economic-Opportunity and Southern Baptists 
have the only sustained ministries in the area, 
which stretches haphazardly but compactly for 
less than a mile along the furious oceanfront (sec- 
photo at left). As a result of the/ 1966 Texas 
Baptist-sponsored New Life Crusade, the Naz­
areth Baptist Church of San Juan continues a 
Sunday afternoon Sunday School mission in La 
Perla, which means, paradoxically, “the pearl." 
Sixteen-}ear-old Paul Leach, shown al left, is one 
of the volunteers. He said his first reaction more 
than a year ago was closer to revulsion and fear 
than love. "The first time I went, there was a 
man who reportedly had stabbed his wife to death 
the week before. I could smell liquor on his breath, 
and see marks on his arms from taking drugs, 
and I was shocked." Most important, however. 
Paul continued to respond to his impulse to go 
to La Perla, and now he doesn't have to say 
anything about how his own attitudes have 
changed—it is visibly evident when he gets out 
of his car every Sunday and flushes with a grin 
as the children stream into the street yelling: 
“Pablito. Pablito!"
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ne of the tiny houses in La Perla has a sign over the d or 
that reads: "Viva tu vida"—live your own life—a sort of 
live-and-let live slogan. Recently, however, not long a er 

Eliseo Rodriguez, pastor of the Nazareth Baptist church, visited in he 
home and gave the family a Bible, the sign was changed to re J 
“Viva tu vida con Dios"—live your life with God. Rodriguez, she vn , 
above at left with his wife and two La Perla mothers, regularly is- 
tributes tracts and Scriptures in the community. In the last two y< rs 
—through personal work and the Sunday School mission—he has eW 
ported more than 300 professions of faith in the highly transitu al 
community, although no congregation has been started. So far, ns ’ 
Sunday afternoon ministry has been limited^lnly to Bible study, v th 
usually six or seven adults (above right) and 25 or so children, she vn . 
singing at left. Joblessness, illiteracy and tense family problems per- 4. I 
and as the silhouette picture at right shows, life goes on in La P> la | 
while the Word of God is celebrated inside the community center, j I



The Cross is tor Real. Man
by Henlee Barnette

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Louisville, Ky.

Driving along the highway there 
loomed before me a large cross in con­
crete near a dangerous curve. Inscribed 
across and up and down the beams 
were the words: “Get Fight with God." 
Someone had changed the R in Right 
to an F. Inadvertently the prankster 
had revealed a truth. Through the cen­
turies men have been doing battle with 
God about his cross. To the Jews (the 
religious) it was a stumbling block; to 
the Greeks (the intellectuals) it was 
foolishness; to the church at times it 
has beep a sentimental symbol; and to 
some theologians it has been a mere 
appendix to a theological system. Today 
accent on the cross is only faintly heard 
in preaching for fear of offending "man 
come of age.”

THE REALITY OF THE CROSS
Softpeddling the cross in Christianity 

has resulted in a lost sense of its reality 
and relevance in contemporary life. 
Now it is accorded about the same 
respect we give to the American flag 
and the national anthem. Due to our 
shallow acceptance of the cross, it has 
become a harmless symbol rather than 
a sacrificial way of life. We have do­
mesticated the cross, making it an orna­
ment for the altar of the church, a 
pendant for the lady’s neck, the end of 
a steeple and a must on letterheads for 
denominational agencies, instead of a 
principle of life and death.

The church has tended to lift the 
cross out of the affairs of life and to 
place it in the realm of theological de­
bate. In the history of’the church, at 
least a dozen theories about the mean­
ing of the death of Christ have been 
spun by theologians—ranging from the 
substitutionary view to the moral in­
fluence theory. All of them contain a 
degree of truth, but not the whole truth. 
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Yet there are those ecclesiastics who 
insist that their own views of the atone­
ment are the only orthodox ones. They 
pontificate loudly and long about the 
cross but never feel the pain of it. 
Thus the cross has become a doctrine 
to be debated rather than a discipline 
to be practiced.

The conscience of the church has 
been narcotized to the pain of the 
cross by the drug of overfamfliarity. 
W. E. Sangster relates that at a public 
meeting a clergyman clothed in a red 
and black velvet robe with a goli| cross 
suspended from a large watch chain sat 
unimpressed with the speaker's address. 
This minister took the cross from his 
chain of gold and during the whole 
affair cleaned his fingernails with its 
corners (cited by Frederick B. Speak­
man, Love Is Something You Do. New 
York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1959, 
pp. 45-46). This is one of the great 
perils of the Christian: overfamiliarity 
with things divine. And this has been 
the fate of the cross in the church today.

The cross is for real, man. The atone­
ment was an existential’ act, an event 
in which the love of God for sinful man 
was not merely declared but done on a 
Roman cross. Back of the symbol of 
the cross was the mighty act of God 
for the redemption of the world. There 
is a scandal about all of this, but the 
modern mind is not scandalized because 
it does not take the cross seriously. Per-

We want the 
resurrection 
without the 

crucifixion and 
its moral 

responsibilities. 

haps its offense to man could be re­
covered if the phrase "Christ electro- 
cuted" were used. This is one way we 
put criminals to death in our day. But 
who would stand for a model electric 
chair to be substituted for the cross on 
the altar or on the steeple of a church1

The cross was a “happening." It was 
planted on this earth, not suspended in 
the sky. Says George McLeod:

Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral 
between two candles, but on a cross be­
tween two thieves; on the town garbage­
heap; on the crossroad so cosmopolitan 
that they had to write his title in He­
brew and in Latin and in Greek ... al 
the place where cynics talk smut, and 
thieves curse, and soldiers gamble 
(George McLeod, Only One Way: 
Church Prospect. Glasgow: The Iona 
Community, third edition, 1961, p. 38).
Jesus was murdered by men filled 

with hate, fear and prejudice. It was a 
dirty and cruel affair right down here 
on earth by "good" people like us. 
Richard Jeffries tells of a little boy who 
was looking at a picture of the Cruci­
fixion in a book. The Crucifixion h irt 
his feelings very much: the cruel n. Is. 
the unfeeling spear. He looked at he 
picture for a long time and then turned 
the page, saying: "If God had ben 
there, he would not have let them do 
it" (Bevis, The Story of a Boy. Lond> n 
Sampson Low and Co., 1882). But Cod 
was there! God was in Christ recon il- 
ing the world unto himself (II ( ?r 
5:19). This truth is illustrated ii a 
painting in a church. At first glanc it 
appears to be only another picture of 
the crucifixion; but a closer inspeci m 
shows that there is a shadowy fig re 
behind that Jesus. The nail ' al 
pierces the hand of Jesus goes through 
to the hand of God. The spear th: ust 
into the side of Jesus penetrates he 
side of God (George Buttrick, J< its

Home Missions

( nine Preaching. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1941, pp. 206-7).

The cross goes deeper than words and 
symbols. No one ever spoke like Christ. 
His words were authoritative, lovely and 
profound. Yet we are not redeemed by 
what he said but by what he did. His 
words have meaning because they have 
iheir origin in the act of self-sacrifice 
on the cross. This is the differentia of 
the Christian faith A Christianity with­
out a cross is a nought, a zero, devoid 
of reality and the grace of God. This is 
the insight that inspired George Ben- 
nard to write “The Old Rugged Cross." 
"I was praying," says Bennard. "for a 
full understanding of the cross, and its 
plan in Christianity." But it was not 
until he saw that Christ was inseparable 
from the cross and more than a symbol 
that the idea of the song came to him. 
I hen. he declared, "It was like seeing 
! ’hn 3:16 leave the printed page, take 
form, and act out the meaning of re- 
. mption" (W. J. Reynolds. Hymns <»/ 

nr Faith. Nashville: Broadman Press.

THE CENTRALITY OF 
THE CROSS

Ihe crucifixion is the central motif 
the Christian faith. It is the heart not 

• hinterland of Christianity. “Christ 
icified" is the leitmotif of preaching 
he primitive church. Paul declared: 
•r I am determined not to know any- 
ig among you. save Jesus Christ and 

•i crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). He further 
■ex: "God forbid that I should glory, 
e in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
isi. by which the world has been 
tfied to me and I to the world" 

il. 6:14). For Paul the cross is the 
'<dom of God" in a world of futility. 
< is true that the early Christians 
’ proclaimed the living Lord. But 

1 x were aware of the fact that the 

"ri/, 7969 

way to the empty tomb was the way 
of the cross. Without the crucifixion 
there would have been no resurrection 
Without the sacrifice of Christ on the 
cross there would have been no salva­
tion. Christ died for our sins according

Centrality of the cross means some- 

in a theological system. Il means that 

life and action; thus, it is the key to 
the meaning of Christianity All musical 

piano keyboard. Just so the life of the 

whole being with the reality of the 
cross, Hence, the Christian life is a 
response to the love of God supremely 
revealed in Christ's death on Calvary 
Christ crucified is the authority, guid­
ing principle, power and goal of Chris-

After listening to a lecture in a uni­
versity on the goals of young people in 
another country. 1 turned to a student 
next to me and asked what the students 
in this university lived for. Reply: 
"They have nothing to hook into and 
so they engage in introspection to find 
reality within themselves " In the midst 
of revolutionary social change, man 
finds it difficult to discover anything to 
“hook into" so as to preserve his self- 
identity and a sense of meaning amidst

To take up the cross 
means simply 
to be obedient 
to Christ even 
though it leads 

to suffering 
and death.

the chaos of a changing world. The 
cross is a constant in a changing world 
to which one can cling and find purpose

THE MORALITY OF THE 
CROSS

Christian character and conduct. Its 
ethical dimension extends beyond per­

enough to say that the cross has to do 

tion to one another and to institutions
The personal life is bound up in a web 

and moves and has his being. He acts 
and reacts upon these relationships. As 
a new being in Christ, the individual 
relates himself in terms of cross-love to 
all other beings for their transformation.

The ethic of the cross is more than 
a moral principle to be “applied" to 
social problems. Rather it is a personal 
response to the saving act of God in 
the crucified Christ. It is this radical 
encounter that is the source and spring 
of all Christian moral action. In short. 
Christianity is fixing out the cross in 
the commonplace in the freedom of 
the Spirit.

Thus, the Christian ethic is not an 
application of moral principles to social 
problems; rather, redeemed men in 
possession of God's love work out from 
this reality seeking, in the power of 
the Spirit, to relate that which has been 
bestowed upon them. This is ethics al 
a deeper level than that of an “applied 
Christianity" at a safe distance from 
the office of a professor of religion or 
a denominational leader. Too often we 
engage in pious palaver about applying 
Christianity to the messy issues of so­
ciety knowing all the time that we 

continued
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can at the close of day safely retreat 
to the quiet of our homes in suburbia. 
And all too frequently our moral 
judgments on the forces of evil are 
never seen as judgments upon our own 
uninvolved selves.

Jesus clearly grounded Christian 
ethics in the cross. He said: "If any 
man will come after him deny 
himself and take Up his cross and 
follow me” (Matt. 16:24). To take up 
the cross means simply to be obedient 
to Christ even though it leads to suf­
fering and death. This is the Christian’s 
calling. Peter spells out this fact: "For 
to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should walk 
in his steps" (I Peter 2:2). Translated 
into everyday terms this means the 
practice of longsuffering, forgiveness, 
reconciliation, sacrificial service to one's 
neighbor and a readiness to be faithful 
unto death of the cross.

Christian morality, then, grounded in 
the grace of God and effected in the 
crucifixion of Christ, stands in judg­
ment upon every individual and insti­
tution. The morality of the world 
operates at the horizontal level and is 
blind to the vertical ethic of grace. The 
conjunction of these two dimensions 
makes the "cross which alone can trans­
form the world.

crucifixion causes
Society is filled with crucifixion 

causes. Space permits relating the mean­
ing of the cross-ethic to only two crucial 
issues plaguing us today: poverty and 
racism.

The Cross and Poverty. In the 
light of cross-love, any economic sys­
tem—capitalist or socialist—which pre­
vents man, made in the image of God, 
from achieving dignity and decency 
must be challenged by the church. An 
economic system must be judged on 
the basis of its contribution to the re­
demption and humanization of man. 
By humanization is meant the fullest 
possible development of personhood in 
terms of the necessities of life which 
make for normal health and welfare. 
By this standard our nation stands in 
judgment. Ours is the richest nation 
in the world and yet a large segment 
are numbered among the poor. Mil­
lions are unemployable due to age. 
illness and a lack of skills to work in 
a technological society.

Positive steps must be taken to cor­
rect the economic pathology of this 
country. Among these the following 
proposals should be explored: (I) jobs 
and job training provided by the gov­
ernment and the private sector for 
every able bodied person who wants

Some churches 
take the form 
of the cross 

architecturally in 
terms of their 

buildings. But all 
churches must take 

the shape of the 
cross spiritually.

to work; (2) a guaranteed annual in­
come for every family and individual 
sufficient for a decent existence (this 
would make it possible to discard most 
of our inefficient and inadequate wel­
fare systems) and (3) constant im­
provement of health services and 
educational facilities for all citizens.

All of tlj^se steps to improve the 
economic lot of the poor can bc/done 
once they are given their proper 
priority. If the billions we spend on 
the tragic war in Vietnam werp di­
verted to meet human needs at home, 
they would provide an adequate living 
for all the people. If the billions we 
spend on the exploration of space 
were used in a constructive program, 
poverty could be reduced to a minimum 
and the slums of our cities could be 
wiped out. There is an irony in spend­
ing billions of dollars to put man on 
the moon and pennies to put -a man 
on his feet economically.

The judgment of the cross applies 
to our affluent and apathetically com­
fortable society in which the majority 
enjoys the luxury of gadgets and an 
abundance of goods. We are caught 
up in an “orgy of consummerism" 
egged on by deceptive advertising, and 
there are millions of frustrated people 
who cannot share in American affluency 
because they are poor. A practical way 
to get at this problem is a realistic tax 
on economic opulence with the neces­
sities of life exempted (Joseph Fletcher. 
Moral Responsibility. Philadelphia: 
Westminster Press, 1967, pp. 199-202). 
Monies from such a tax could be ap­
plied to the business of providing jobs, 
an annual guaranteed income and 
equalized health and educational ser­
vices for everyone.

The Cross and Racism. In human 
relations our society is sick unto death, 

and racism—both white and black -is 
the deadly virus. According to ,he 
President’s National Advisory Com .is- 
sion on Civil Disorders our nati< is 
moving toward two societies, one b* 1 jk. 
and one white—separate and unc. al 
The authors conclude that white ra. 
is essentially responsible for this s aa- 
tion. (Report of the National Ad\; >ry 
Commission on Civil Disorders. ew 
York: Bantam Books, 1968, p. 1). 
Blacks have been relegated to ihe 
ghetto. They have been shut out i am 
the salubrious sections of the < 'm 
munity by restrictive covenants, lav . ol 
segregation, and exploited in term of 
high rents and high prices for g« ds. 
In their frustration, the blacks in the 
ghettoes have rioted, looted, and bu ned 
their own communities. Now some of 
them are demanding black separauon 
as the one hope of getting a piece of 
the economic action. I have counted the cost for my con­

victions and the price is quite high, 
hut I would much rather pay the price 
than to be unfair to my conscience 
and untrue to my calling. Our in­
consistencies are going to catch up 
with us very soon, if not already. It 
has been fairly easy for us to love 
“if" one is white, educated, influen­
tial or has status, but we have not 
been given these conditions for love 
in a Christian way.

Where will this young pastor go now 
that he. and many others like him. has 
been “fired” from his charge? He will 
have to depend upon God and a few 
svmpathelic friends to help him get 
before another church. There should 
be some agency in the Convention to 
give support to these prophetic min-
i ters until they can get located in 
mother parish.

' HE CROSS IN THE CHURCH: 
SHAPE AND STRATEGY

If the church is to be relevant today 
' must take on the form of a suffer- 
: servant. Christ—who took on the 
in of a servant, challenged the 
iblishment and suffered death on 
cross—is the model of the church, 

me churches take the form of the 
■ss architecturally in terms of their 
'Idings. But all churches must take 

shape of the cross spiritually. Even 
Christ came not to be served but 
serve and to give his life so must 
church follow the example of her 
d.
'he church is to be not only a 
ering servant in relation to the 

’’Id, but also its moral guide. How 
' to carry out this role? This is to 
done not as a political party, but

The walls of hostility which com­
press the poor, black and white, in the 
ghetto are created, maintained and 
condoned by whites. The building of 
walls of segregation and discrimina­
tion around certain human beings is a 
contradiction to God’s will for com­
munity. God’s plan of the ages is to 
unite all things in Christ (Eph. l:IOl 
But man builds walls of separation 
which pervert the purpose of God 
Christ came to break down these walls 
of separation. Through the blood of 
his cross, Jesus broke down the wall 
of hostility between Jew and Gentile, 
removed the laws and ordinances di­
viding men from God and from one 
another, to form “one new humanity' 
(Eph. 2:11-22). It is the mission of 
the church to participate in God’s 
purpose of tearing down the walls of 
hostility and the achieving of the one 
new humanity under the lordship ol 
Christ (Eph. 2:20).

To participate in God's reconciling 
ministry in human relations can he 
costly. Both clergy and laity who .ire 
to be Christian in relation to cei tin 
minority groups may suffer pers :u- 
tion and the pain of the cross. I ere 
are many letters in my files from as- 
tors who have preached their cot ic- 
tions on the race issue. These me, of 
God relate how they were disni' >ed 
from their parishes when they d ed 
to say that all Christians are G d's 
children and that no church should ’ar 
a person from its fellowship solei' on 
the grounds of pigmentation of in 
An excerpt from one of these Ie ers 
received recently illustrates the con tge 
of a young pastor who was dism. >ed 
from a Southern Baptist church for 
taking a Christian stand on the ice 
issue.

In the light 
of cross-love, 
any system 

which prevents 
■lan from achieving 

dignity and 
decency must 

be challenged by 
the church. 

through a cross-conscious laity. Chris­
tian individuals are politicians not 
churches. Churches do not possess the 
technical knowledge and skills to deal 
with the complex economic, political 
and social problems which plague us 
But the church does possess the gospel 
norms by which all systems are to be 
judged and transformed. It is the task 
of (he church to provide men with 
ethical principles and to inspire them 
to act in terms of these principles in 
the decision making process where they 
serve. The church in diaspora is the 
same church in the sanctuary on the 
Lord’s day. Through a dispersed laity 
the church “fans out" into every realm 
of society. It is here that the laity 
must make decisions in the light of 
cross-love for the transformation of 
society.

Without cross power the church will 
he impotent to change power structures 
which oppress people and deny them 
full personhood. On all sides we hear 
the cry of black power, white power, 
soul power, green power and flower 
power as the solutions to society's ills. 
But the solution lies deeper than 
slogans. Cross power alone can change 
this world. We cannot have a Christian 
society without Christians or a brother­
hood of men without brothers. The 
cross makes men Christlike. Christlike 
men are motivated by love and cross­
bearing is love laying down its life 
for others. Christlikeness is love laid 
down in the service of God and 
neighbor.

Cross-power which produces Christ­
likeness is also the power which en­
ables the church to meet the challenge 
of evil power. This truth was impressed 
upon me when I visited a Baptist church 
in an Iron Curtain country My com­
panion was an American, a senator 
from a midwestern state. We almost 
never found the church because all 
of those permitted to be open were in 
the back alleys of the slums. After 
greeting the little band of Baptists, the 
senator turned to their pastor and in 
a chiding manner asked him what the 
church could do to meet the over­
whelming challenge of a mighty com­
munist regime. Without a word the 
pastor pointed to a stained glass win­
dow portraying the crucified Christ. In­
scribed thereon were the words: "We 
preach Christ and him crucified." This 
answer was so much pious talk to the 
senator until he discovered that in 
order to unite with that church he 
would have to state that he was ready 
to follow Christ and to die.

Such is the spirit of sacrificial com­
mitment which the church must re­
cover, if she is to survive and to serve

Too often we engage 
in pious palaver 
about applying 

Christianity to the 
messy issues of 
society knowing 

all the time we can 
safely retreat to 

our homes.

her Lord in this secular age A cross­
less church is a powerless church when 
faced with the dehumanizing forces in 
our time. But we want the resurrection 
without the crucifixion and its moral 
responsibilities. We want cheap grace, 
a grace as a doctrine, a principle, a 
system; we want a cheap covering for 
our sins without repentance, faith and 
a cross. We- want a new religion and 
morality without self-identification with 
the crucifixion. In the 1800's a Mr. 
Lepeaux introduced a new religion 
which he thought was an improvement 
over Christianity. It failed to gain sup­
porters. He asked Talleyrand, a French 
statesman, what to do about it. After 
a moment of reflection he said: "There 
is one plan you might at least try. I 
should recommend that you be cruci­
fied and to rise again the third day," 
(C. H. Robinson. "Talleyrand’s Ad­
vice." in John Baillie's A Dairy of 
Readings. New York: Charles Scrib­
ner's Sons, 1955. Day 76).

The closing scene of Marc Connelly’s 
great play. Green Pastures, depicts the 
crucifixion of our Lord. A voice is 
heard in the distance: “Oh, look at 
him! Oh. look, dey goin' to make him 
carry it up dat high hill! Dey goin’ to 
nail him to it! Oh. dal's a terrible 
burden for one man to carry!" (New 
York: Rinehart and Co., 1929, p. 173). 
By bearing this "terrible burden." 
Jesus disarmed the powers of evil and 
displayed them as his trophies, when 
he triumphed over them in the cross 
(Col. 2:14). The way-of-the-cross 
Christian shares in this victory. For 
by faith the cross adds to the personal 
life what it looks like against the sky 
on Calvary—a plus mark, and this plus 
can make the difference between defeat 
and victory. God forbid that ht should 
glory, save in the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ!.
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]Vfiss Mildred McWhorter, director 
of 'Onion Association's two mission 
centers remembers numerous encount­
ers with persons searching for God. 
Hear one in her own words.

“Mr. and Mrs. Huerta, parents of 
14 children, recently began attending 
activities at the Houston Baptist Mis­
sion Center. They were first invited to 
the Family Fellowship by a new Chris­
tian in the New Believer's Class. At 
the close of a recent fellowship meeting, 
Huerta remained to ask the missionary 
if she would teach him, his wife and 
sister-in-law to read English.

“The three came each Friday morn­
ing for several weeks. Progress was 
normal as the missionary taught them 
by using the Laubach method. One 
day, while studying the parable of the 
sower, Huerta said: ‘What kind of 
ground am I?’ The missionary care­
fully explained the parable and told 
what Christ meant to her. Then Huerta 
looked at his wife and said, ‘Juana, do 
you think we should tell her we were 
not really trying to learn to read, as 
much as we were seeking to know 
how to become Christians. We've 
known about God for years, but we 
never seemed to know the peace and 
assurance that you folks always tell 
us about in the daily clubs and 
fellowships.’

“Juana listened but said very little, 

until the missionary said, ‘Don't you 
want to\»sk God to forgive^ you and 
become your Saviour?' Then Juana 
said: 'I've never talked to God and 
really don’t know how. Would you 
show me how?’ They then talked as if 
God were sitting right there and Mr. 
and Mrs. Huerta trusted Christ.

“When both had prayed, their sister- 
in-law raised her head and said, 'I'm 
confused now more than ever. I thought 
I had been a Christian since my mother 
had me baptized when I was a baby, 
but now I’m not sure about anything.'

“Two days later, as Mr. and Mrs. 
Huerta were being baptized in Hous­
ton’s Trinity Baptist Church, Mrs. 
Torres, the sister-in-law, decided she 
could not depend upon what her well- 
meaning mother had done for her while 
she was a baby. She realized her de­
cision for Christ must be her own, 
embodying nothing less than the total 
commitment of herself.

"And the Huertas continue to pro­
gress in their reading program, with 
their primary objective already realized. 
They sought help to read, but their 
deeper search was for Christ, and they 
found him. Indeed, they found both.”

J n cooperation with state conventions 
and local associations, the Home Mis­
sion Board provides program assistance 
to approximately 150 associations con­
ducting various ministries relating to 
youth and family service. Earlier, 
ministries of this sort were limited to 

juvenile rehabilitation. Experience has 
resulted in the broader approach- -the 
several ministries—which deals with 
related problems and needs.

Dan Elsom of San Antonio is one 
whose responsibilities include al) areas 
of youth and family services. In an 
effort to stem the tide of juvenile de­
linquency in that city. Dan tries to 
reach the family for Christ, thus pro­
viding a better chance for the children 
In encouraging churches to use their 
facilities for day care services, he re­
ported that one church had baptized 
50 of the parents from the neighbor­
hood. When adult evangelism is the 
number one evangelistic concern of our 
denomination, it appears this approach 
has something to recommend.

Dan recently listed the three greatest 
needs which a youth worker has a- he 
tries to help young people who are 
in trouble. He says: (1) “We need 
foster homes for older children. V» ten 
a boy or girl reaches 16 or 17 is 
almost impossible to find an institi ion 
or a family that will care for tl m 
Most are not mature enough to ur- 
vive in our complex society wit out 
help.

(2) “We need adults who wil go 
and make friends with the delinq ent 
boy or girl, someone who will s are 
their life with them, someone who Mill 
get close enough to the child ti let 
him find out what life is all a! W 
We call these people sponsors.

(3) “Then we need counselo: to 
help parenir who are seeking guid; ice. 
Most parents who are having sc ous 
problems with a child want help, h my 
times they are unable to find an one 
who will help."«

Chaplains 
Prayer 

Calendar

I AY 1: Charles B. Prewitt. Okla., Air 
te; Malcome H. Roberts, Mo., Navy. 

xY 2: Oscar L. Gibson, Okla., hospital. 
. Y 3: William M. McGraw Jr., Ala., 

Force; Harold W. Runnels, Tex., 
.iy. MAY 4: Ralph A. Goff, Okla., 
ny; George E. Ormsbee, Mo., Army, 

x xY 5: Donald G. Boudling, Okla., Ar- 
Joseph H. Coggins, N.C., Air Force; 
Thiessen, Ore., hopital; Franklin Le- 

Diltmar, Okla., institutional. MAY 6: 
i :ies L. Burck, Ky., institutional; James 
li McKinney, Ga., Army. MAY 7: Clar- 
c e H. Roland, Ga., Army. MAY 9: John 
B Hunter, Ark., hospital; George V. Dead- 
w.ler Jr., Ga., Air Force. MAY 10: James 
I) Bruns, Mo., Army; George W. Mil­
ler. Fla., hospital.

May 11: George R. McHorse, Tex., 
Navy; Stafford G. Rogers, La., hospital. 
MAY 12: William C. Fuller, N.C., Navy. 
MAY 14: Donald H. Cabaniss, Ga., hos­
pital: Richard M. Graham, Va., institu­
tional. MAY 15: Dwane R. Campbell Sr., 
Ga., Army; James E. Lockhart, Mo., hos­
pital: Lawrence E. Saul, Miss., Air Force; 
Joseph E, Wilson, La., Army. MAY 16: 
( lark O. Hitt, Tex., hospital. MAY 17: 
Jack R. Milligan, Tex., Army; Thomas B. 
Respess Jr., N.C., Navy; J.T. Shipman, 
Tex., Navy. MAY 18: Jack Wendell Rob­
erts. Fla.. Navy. MAY 19: James F. Kir- 
slein, N.C., Navy; Thomas M. Richard­
son. Ala., Army; William R. Swenson. 
Minn., Navy. MAY 20: James Alfred 
Stanford, N.C., Army; James M Rigler, 
Mo . Navy.

MAY 22: Walter E. Sanders, N.C., hos­
pital. MAY 23: Bruce D. Anderson. N.Y., 
•Vmy; Joseph R. Frazier. N.Y.. Navy; 
" Tiani A. Massey Jr., l a., institutional. 
H old D. While, Ark., Army; Felix J.

Hiains, La., hospital; Howard Parshall, 
I hospital. MAY 24: Arthur J. Estes, 
I . Army; Ronald L. Mallow, Okla., 
' Roy V. Thornberry Jr.. N.C., Navy; 
' 'n Stonewall Jackson Jr., N.C., Navy.

1 \Y 25: Mark W. Fairless. Tenn., Air 
1 ■: Albert V. Clark, Miss., Army;

cs L. Juhan, Ga., Army. MAY 26: 
• s L. Hays, Ark., Air Force. MAY 27: 

' ie H. Clayton, Tex., Air Force; Wil- 
' । Sloan. Ga., Army. MAY 28: Wil-

Robert May, Ala.. Navy; Kevin L. 
rson, Tex., Navy; Hubert Garrell, 
Army; Joe F. Luck, Tex., hospital; 

' rd E. Waters. Tex., Navy; Larry H.
Jenn., Navy. MAY 29: William H. 

' 'h, Ohio, Air Force. MAY 30: John
1 II, Va., Navy; Richmond H. Hilton, 

Army. MAY 31: Milton A. Ander- 
lenn., Army: Robert A. Long. N.C.,

BE YOUR OWN BOSS
Ch*Jatisfa'Hon

Shr'st'an Service

"I answered an ad like this
20 years ago. For the past II years, 

as a manager. I helped 
Christian men and women spread 
the Word of God and find

financial security - many earning 
over $10,000 per year.”

J. C. Robison, Atlanta, Georgia

Want $10,000 Annually?
$75 io $100 a week Part-Time’ Hundreds of committed Christians have conquered 

money problems easily through the simple John Rudin plan and so can you. 
Set your income, become a supervisor or manager quickly. Meet your family s 
growing needs college . a new car . new furniture or appliances 
vacation even a new home! You can take the first step towards financial 
success and security today
Why not be your own boss’You can, with faith and a willingness to follow our 

proven methods Imagine! Set your own hours work out of your home at your 
convenience . full or part time Hundreds of positions open in U S ond(Canada.
Men and women of all aqes are needed ministers, housewives, teachers. 

No investment, special training or previous experience required. And, you can 
start right now

Spiritual Rewards Beyond Compote Your own life will be blessed as you bring 
blessing to others You II hove the |Oy of strengthening the Christian family in 
America. Your love for the Bible, faith in God and dependence on prayer will make 
this a Spiritually rewarding position

SUCCESSFUL WORKERS LIKE THESE SAY . . . 
I earned $2,000 my

Mr H. D M , Alabama 
ost nine weeks working

John Rudin Company. Dept. HM-49 
22 West Madison,
Chicago, Illinois 60602

needed it the most " Mrs J S S , Pennsylvomo 
40 hours o week — some selling—some manoging 

—earned $11,000 lost year above all deep spir- 
Mr. G G B , Canada

wrf I Rush all facts about job openings T Lu! in the U.S.and Canada.
Show me how to earn $4,000 a year part-time and 
$10,000 and more full time. Send complete information 
on opportunities for Christian service. I understand no 
representative will call, and I am under no obligation. 
Send my FREE copy of Opportunity Unlimited —The 
John Rudin success story.

FREE
SURE-FIRE

PLAN FOR 

FINANCIAL

SUCCESS

24 Home Miss )NS ■I. 1969



Divided We Stand. 
United We Unit

by George F. Lee 
Columbia, Miss.

Ill bet the 
hymnals in 

your church 
dont looh as 
new as I do I

he occasional withdrawal of a church 
m the Southern Baptist Convention 

d recent refusals to seat messengers 
associations! and state convention 
clings appropriately demand anew 

. r consideration of unity. Upon what 
l. undation arc Baptists and their 
churches to experience association and

"I'm a brand new Baptist Hymnal. My 
corners aren't ragged, my pages aren't 
torn, and I'm not marked on. Some of my 
older brothers have been around 13 years. 
Whether your hymnals are this old or not, 
chances are many copies need replacing. 
Think what a difference I'd make in the

appearance of your sanctuary. Remember, 
my older brothers are great for depart­
ments, choir practice, etc.
'By the way, I have special edition and 

special binding cousins. Be sure to ask 
your Baptist Book Store manager about 
them."

froni the historical perspective we 
recognize that the first disciples were 
not united doctrinally. They were re­
lated by a common interest in the per­
son of Jesus Christ. Where differences 
arose in their fellowship and ambitious 
spirits competed for rank and honor, 
the final point for continued unity was 
(hrist himself.

Paul challenged the church members 
of Corinth to find agreement in Christ. 
Divisions had developed among them 
as they focused attention upon them­
selves and their earthly leaders.

There is no division among men in 
heaven where people of all nations, 
tribes and languages are of one accord. 
In Rev. 7:9-15, several factors upon 
which unity is experienced are men­
tioned. First, they are standing before 
the throne and the Lamb; therefore, 
they acknowledge Jesus Christ to be 
the Lord of their lives. Second, they 
!i. e washed their robes white in the 
I >od of the Lamb; therefore, they are

1 ited in Christlikeness.
'so indication has been mentioned 
i> far of unity based on technical 
•enients regarding doctrine, external 
'. authorized ecclesiastical officiat- 

propcr association with the ap-
• ed religious institution. race
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onality. These factors, however, are 
lilely involved in how people have 
icd through Christian history.
hen professing Christians cannot 
rience fellowship and oneness, there 
■ison to question their relationship 
hrist. This is no assumed conclu- 
that these are not Christians, but 

■ is certainly reason to question the 
ve to which their interests are cen- 
I in Jesus Christ.

we agree that our premise for

H. 1969

harmonious relationships is centered in 
( hrist personally, then what in Christ 
unites his followers? That Christ is the 
only Saviour and Lord is naturally a 
basis for unity. In Christ, too, we see 
revealed the purpose of man being 
created, as all the children of God are 
predestined to his likeness. A source of 
unity in Christ is his personal capacity 
to unconditionally love everyone. And, 
Christ is the source of truth.

Possibly the point of separating comes 
with the question of ‘what is truth?” 
Countless people claim Christ but differ

a differing over priorities to he ac­
corded each tenet of truth and over the 
degree of emphasis to he placed upon 
various truths in religious activity.

An examination of many churches re-

but different doctrines arc given priority 
or emphasis. Thus one group, (or ex-

festations of the Holy Spirit while an-

pline. Divisions have come at the point 
of tending to make truth an end in it­
self as though man was made for the 
benefit of truth rather than truth exist­
ing inherently for the benefit of man

Jesus said, “A.nd ye shall know the 
truth, and the [ruth shall make you 
free." Truth is a means to an end that 
a man may be free in keeping with the 
purpose for which God created man­
kind. The more true freedom a person 
experiences, the more completely he has 
experienced the purpose for which 
truth has been revealed. Truth per .«■ 
i-, not the foundation for Christian uni­
ty, but rather Christ who is the source 
of truth. To believe that truth or doc­
trine is the basis for unity is to be 
dangerously near gnosticism, bibliolatry, 
idolatry or humanism.

To be sure, man must worship God in 
spirit and truth. Truth, however, is not 
the object of worship. And one does 
not have to be knowledgeable of all 
truth before he can worship God. One 
may worship God in belief while simul­
taneously pleading to God for help re­

con tinu ed
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Broadman Films
127 Ninth Avenue, North 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

The San Blas Indians are a people 
virtually unknown, and yet they 
have a story to tell in . . .

THE MUSTARD SEED

Lonnie Iglesias, Southern Baptist 
missionary who spent his life 
working with these people, strives 
to make a dream come true.

See A Dream Fulfilled 
In This

Inspiring Motion Picture!

A 23-mlnute color film 
Rental: $10

a new motion picture

THE 
MUSTARD 

SEED

AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
BAPTIST FILM CENTERS



A major Bible publishing event!

THE NEW SCOFIELD
REFERENCE BIBLE WITH CONCORDANCE

WIDESPREAD interest and enthusiasm mark the appear­
ance of the Handy Size NEW SCOFIELD REFERENCE 
BIBLE as one of 1969's major Bible publishing events.

Here is a compact, lightweight edition of the evangelical §tudy 
Bible favorite which has already enjoyed sales of more than 
300,000 copies.
Particularly suitable for the young adult and student, the 
Handy Size NEW SCOFIELD is similar in page design to the 
Large Size Edition and contains Concordance, New Oxford 
Bible Maps with Index, and all the popular NEW SCOFIELD 
study features. The King James Version text is printed in 
highly legible type on Oxford India paper.
French Morocco, gold edges. BLACK. 
BLUE, or RED 09153m. $16.95 
White French Morocco, silver 
edges. Family Record.

091 55m $18.00
Cowhide, leather lined, gold edges. 
BLACK, BLUE, Qf RED.

09158x. $22.00 
Natural Morocco, leather lined, 
gold edges, black, blue, or red

09159m. $25.00

1,600 pages: 16 pages of New Ox­
ford Bible Maps with Index. Size: 
5'/s x 7'/i, only thick.

ACTUAL TYPE SIZE

4 Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the /shadow of death. I 
will *fear no evil; for thou art 'with

Each with ribbon marker; 09159x 
with two ribbon markers.

. Order from Your Baptist Book Store
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Divided We Stand
Continued from page 27 

garding his unbelief. One truth a ian 
knows and confesses can lead hit io 
an acceptable relationship with G>

It is within the freedom inhere m 
truth that followers of Christ can nd 
acceptable tolerances for unity. \ ,ile 
for many Baptists fellowship has en 
based upon the doctrine that the uth 
in Christ makes men free, Baptist ii$. 
torically have come as near as any cct 
or denomination to building a fe >w- 
ship upon the actual freedom that ian 
experiences in Christ. The projei >ns 
of this have shaped the distingui mg. 
features of Baptist life and doc .ne 
Some evidences of freedom in ( rist 
providing the foundation of B ’list 
unity are seen in the following:

Congregational government. Rc.og- 
nizing the equal rights of men ti- ap­
proach God, in whom there i- no 
partiality. Baptists have maintained that 
congregational government best ex­
presses the freedom of the believer 
Congregational government, there".>re 
proclaims the responsibility of each 
Christian to acknowledge personally the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Priesthood of believers. Baptisls have 
rejected the ecclesiastical structure 
which grants authority and rank among 
Christians. The freedom of each be­
liever to minister in the name of God 
and to have a hearing with God ques­
tions the ability of any person to have 
spiritual authority over another. When 
the disciples of Jesus sought appoint­
ment to positions of authority, he de­
clared that such thinking has no place 
in Christianity. He revealed that great­
ness is not the power of authority, but 
the quality of life that allows a man 
to minister to others.

Participation in worship. Being spec­
tators in worship is contrary to Baptist 
thinking historically. Because each fol­
lower of Christ is free, he does not have 
to be passive in worship but can pray 
directly to God and search the Scrip­
tures for himself. He does not have to 
parrot the creeds of others. He loft 
not have to listen to professionals sing 
praises to God on his behalf, bu he 
can sing acceptably to God fron his 
own heart. Attempting to keep la' nen 
in line, some ecclesiastical autho ilift 
historically have denied laity the ^i- 
lege of reading the Scriptures. ClaiWng 
the prerogative to interpret the S rip- 
tures, they have in fact denied the 
teaching mat the truth in Christ n .ikes 
men free. Truth for these autho itie* 
enslaves men to what they belie e is 
inerrant. They dare not let mai ex­
perience true freedom for fear of 1 *»in£

Home Miss dns

ir ecclesiastical advantages and the 
.guards for their institution. And 
le men even attempt to manipulate 
iple through strategical procedures in 
•gregationally governed churches lo­
rd the same advantages and safe- 
.rds.
Personal evangelism. Southern Bap- 
> have been champions for the cause 
personal evangelism and this feature 
. united them most strongly. It di- 
ily relates to the concept of free- 
n. Each one must personally accept 

■ rist for himself to be the Saviour and 
’rd. and each one can for himself 
>fess that Christ is his Saviour and 
rd. At this point Southern Baptists 

■■e parted from those who say that a 
n is not free to accept or reject 

•irist for himself and have been united 
their freedom to personally influence 

. tiers to receive Christ.
Denominational relationships. Many 

umrehes originally were hesitant to be 
. diliated with organizational programs 
beyond the local church for fear ol 
l.'rfeiting their freedom, Consequently 
the constitutions of some associations 
and state conventions have disclaimed 
expressly any authority over the local 
churches. To assure the autonomy of 
the churches, these agencies have been 
organized as autonomous bodies so that 
local churches are not responsible or

----------------------------------------------------------------- 1-----------

Something Old, 
Something New

An old story (salvation) and an old media (silent 
films) team up to make a very new presentation of 
the gospel message Charlie Churchman and The 
Clowns is a unique presentation of the story of 
salvation. Charlie Churchman, the mam character, 
appears for the world like Charlie Chaplain. Charlie 
gets the call to "go ye into all the world" but he has 
a problem deciding how to meet this obligation. This 
revolutionary motion picture tells how he solved the 
problem. It can help you gam new insight into the old 
need of witnessing.

SAPTIST&fy.
WV^FILM CENTER

Projecting the Hit rtf of Truth
ALABAMA Birminghtm (35233) • 2020 8th An.. So. • 328-5099

CALIFORNIA Fruno (93716) • 680 E Show Annuo • 227-2415
FLORIDA Jickionvilli (32207) • 1230 Hendrick* Annuo • 359-1939 
GEORGIA Atlonto (30303) • 283 Poochtroo Street, N. E. • 688 0941

KENTUCKY Louiiville (40202) • 317 Guthrie Street • 587 7457
MISSISSIPPI Jockion (39201) • 125 N. Preiident Street • 354-3410 

MISSOURI Kinin City (64106) • 1017 Grind Annuo • VI 2-2620 
"-RTH CAROLINA Chorlotto (28202) • 315 N College Street • 375-6244

OKLAHOMA Oklihomi City (73103) • 208 N. W. 11th St. • CE 5-0971 
TEXAS Dallas (75201) • 2115 N. Akird • Rlnrudi 1-1857

VIRGINIA Richmond (23219) • 115 E. Greco Street • 644-2290

WARNING! This is a parable, a comedy. You have 
to think to find the meaning and you have to work 
to apply it to yourself. Please review the film before 
showing. Avoid disappointment. Book early. B/W. 
20 minutes. Rental $12.50

This and other fine religious and educational mo­
tion pictures are available from the Baptist Film 
Center listed below. The Film Center will also be 
happy to send you the latest issue of the Filmlog, 
catalog of motion pictures.
From Chirlli Churchmin ind Tho Clown*.

■ /, 7969 

bound by their actions. Protection also 
is provided in this autonomous relation­
ship for the interest of all the churches 
in that no one church can control or 
dictate the actions of an association or 
convention.

The Lord’s supper. To the Corinthian 
church Paul said. "But let a man ex­
amine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup.” 
While Paul expressly denounced activi­
ties that were contrary to the spirit of 
Christ in the Corinthian church, he left 
the decision of participation in the sup­
per to the individual. He did not say 
that the church or officials had the au­
thority to decide the eligibility of 
"Christians" to partake of the Lord s 
Supper And the practice in Baptist 
churches of involving all in partaking 
of both eating and drinking the supper 
is based upon this concept of freedom 
in Christ

Believer’s baptism. Baptisls historic­
ally have not held to immersion as the 
only acceptable mode of baptism. They 
were not distinguished because of the 
mode ol baptism, but because ol their 
insistence on believers baptism Infant 
baptism was considered a rejection of 
man’s freedom to accept or reject sal­
vation Believer s baptism acknowledged 
man’s freedom as a ( hristian to bear 
witness to his salvation. While the New 

Testament mode of baptism has been 
interpreted correctly as immersion since 
about 1640 for Baptists, the mode was 
not the foundation for unity. And to 
emphasize the mode of baptism today 
as a test of fellowship is a departure 
from the foundation upon which Bap­
tists have been united historically. Bap­
tists have separated from other groups 
over the question of freedom, If the 
mode of baptism is the point now over 
which Baptists will separate themselves, 
then Baptisls are inherently becoming 
more like the groups which they his­
torically have rejected. The basis for 
unity has been our freedom in Christ 
and not conformity to externals and 
ritual.

It Baptisls take advantage of their 
historic moorings for unity, they will 
discover anew motivation for effective 
Christian living, meaningful evangelism, 
true worship of God and harmonious 
association in Christian ministries. While 
differing in many ways we acknowledge 
with Paul in Romans 14 that we accept 
one another, not on the basis of con­
formity. but because Christ is Lord for 
each person And each person must, 
concerning himself, give an account un­
to God, 1 et us live in freedom as proof 
that we have accepted (ruth in Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord. United 
on any other foundation we shall falls

29
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ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO

MISSION
ACTION

A SPECIAL WAY OF REACHING 
OTHERS WITH THE GOSPEL 

MESSAGE

MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE: NON-READERS
Personal preparation and planning for ministering and 
witnessing to illiterates. (27w) Paper, $1.00
WAR OF AMAZING LOVE
by Frank C. Laubach
Promotes the fight against illiteracy, overpopulation, false 
prejudices, and hunger. (6r) $2.95
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE:
PRISONER REHABILITATION
Ministering through survey, planning, in-service action, 
and sharing. (120b) Paper, $1.00
WHO ARE THE CRIMINALS? 
by William S. Garmon
Haw churches and laymen can get involved in prisoner 
rehabilitation. (26b) $1.50
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE: INTERNATIONALS
Topics include: A Look at International Students, Strange 
Ways, More Alike Than Different. (27w) Paper, $1.00
RELIGION ACROSS CULTURES
by Eugene A. Nida
Religion from a fresh and revealing perspective—that of 
communication. (9h) $4.95
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE:
LANGUAGE GROUPS
Personal and group preparation for ministering to those 
who speak different languages. (27w) Paper, $1.00
WINDS OF CHANGE
by Gerald B. Palmer
A new approach to the barriers which confront home mis­
sionaries to language groups. (22h) Paper, 750

MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE:
JUVENILE REHABILITATION
Witnessing to predelinquent, delinquent, neglected, one- 
parent, and emotionally disturbed youth. (27w)

Paper, $1.00
HELPING YOUTH IN CONFLICT 
by Francis I. Frellick
Guidelines and suggestions for counseling with and re­
directing the lives of youth in conflict. (48f) Paper, $1.50
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE: THE SICK
Discussions of: Needs of the Sick, Locating the Sick, Es-
tablishing Contact, etc. (27w) 
AND Y^J VISITED ME

Paper, $1.00

by Carl J. Scherzer
How to ease the patient’s tension and anxiety, and other 
helps for lay persons who visit. (48f) Paper, $1.50
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE:
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED
Discusses the causes of poverty, locating the disadvantaged, 
specific ministries, and more. (27w) Paper, $1.00
IN THE MIDST OF PLENTY: The Poor in America
by Ben H. Badikian
Creative dialogue about social welfare and the desperate, 
unmet needs of the idle, aged, and hungry. (43b) $4.50
MISSION ACTION GROUP GUIDE:
COMBATING MORAL PROBLEMS
Launch actions and continuing actions for ministering and 
witnessing to a society enmeshed in moral problems. (120b)

Paper, $1.00
DEBS, DOLLS, AND DOPE
by John Benton
How one couple give guidance and love
Brooklyn, Harlem, and Queens. (6r)

to youth in 
$3.50
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Service with a Christian Distinction
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Missionary 
Appointees

Floyd Tidsworth Jr. of Cedarville, 
Ark., is serving with the Department of 
Pioneer Missions as pastor of Fairlawn 
Baptist Chapel in Washington, W. Va., 
and as missionary to the upper Ohio 
valley area of West Virginia. A gradu­
ate of the University of (Fayetteville) 
Arkansas and Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville, he is 
former pastor of Grace Baptist Church 
in Pikeville, Ky. He also has served as 
pastor of churches in Arkansas and 
Kentucky. His birthday is Sept. 20.

2. John Haywood Cross of Jaynes, 
Ark. is serving as teacher-missionary in 
w.-rk with National Baptists in Mont- 
gomery, Ala. The former pastor of 
Si teenth Street Baptist Church in Birm- 
i-..!ham, he is a graduate of (Richmond) 
\ rginia Union University. He also was 
•> Taplain’s assistant while serving with 
<1 . U.S. Army and a supervisor of boys 
;• Hanover (Va.) Industrial School. He

been pastor of two Virginia 
’’ches. His birthday is Jan. 27.

Mrs. Gloria Ann Singleton of 
■ sfield. La. is serving with her hus- 
I in directing activities at the Bap- 
center in El Paso, Tex. She is a 
•er secretary to Valley View Bap- 
hurch in El Paso. Her birthday is 
10.

tor of activities at the Baptist center in 
El Paso. A former pastor to High­
land Home Baptist Church in Rotan, 
Tex., he is a graduate of (El Paso) 
Texas Western College and Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth. His birthday is July 28.

5. Bob W. Brackney of Belen, N.M. 
is serving as director of Christian social 
ministries for the Keystone Association 
in Camp Hill, Pa. He was pastor of 
South Hills Baptist Church in State Col­
lege, Pa. and also sarved on the Reli­
gious Affairs staff at Pennsylvania State 
University. A graduate of Eastern (Por­
tales) New Mexico University, (Univer­
sity Park) Pennsylvania State University 
and Southwesterri Seminary, he has 
served as pastor of several churches in 
Texas and New Mexico. His birthday 
is July 26.

6. Mrs. Jo Alice Brackney of Por­
tales, N.M. is assisting her husband 
in directing Christian social ministries 
for the Keystone Association in Camp 
Hill. She also attended Eastern New 
Mexico University and Southwestern 
Seminary. Her birthday is June 17.

Raymond Harvey Singleton of 
e de Grace, Md. is serving as direc-

(Most of these missionaries are ap­
pointed jointly by the HMB and the 
state convention where they serve, and/ 
or other Baptist groups)
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Outstanding among 
study editions

THE

Pilgrim 
Bible

Edited by 
Dr. E. Schuyler English 
with the assistance of 

37 evangelical scholars
Complete King James 
Version • notes, helps 
on page with text • 
introduction to each 
book • summaries • 
historical data • com­
prehensive index • 
chronologies • maps. 
With or without Con­
cordance in a wide 
range of styles, $6.50 
to $25.00

Order from Your 
Baptist Book Store
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THE SECOND CROSS by John M. Carter
Here is a challenge for the Christian to live

PERSONS IN CRISIS by R. Lofton Hudson 
Perhaps you, or someone you know, is facing a 
sonal crisis. This meaningful book offers help 
Hudson has written numerous books that 
counseled people through many crises.

Get these books NOW—by joining Broadman Read­
ers Plan! Just fill in the enrolment form and these 
boolfs will be mailed to you immediately! Send no 
money, you will be billed later.

filled with the Holy Spirit. Find help in your daily 
Christian living through the inspiration of testrnony 
and through many illustrations on the Spirit tilled 
life today!

per­
Dr.

lave

Broadman Readers Plan offers you 
three challenging new books!

You need these excellent new books now to 
the challenge of successful Christian living . .

aeet

ONE PLCS ONE EQUALS ONE by Kay K. Arvin 
A Christian marriage can be successful and happy. 
This splendid book discusses the value of courtesy, 
communication, appreciation, handling of finances, 
in-laws, responsibilities of marital partners, religious 
faith, and personality differences and likenesses.

Broadman Readers Plan supplies a continuous 
source of good reading inexpensively! Twelve books 
are published every year and mailed to you (three 
each quarter) for only $1.00 per book—sales tax 
added where applicable. And, you’re not obligated 
to accept any minimum number of books.

As a special enrolment offer this quarter, Broadman 
Readers Plan will send you at no cost whatever a 
copy of Henry Drummond’s The Greatest Thing in 
the World, in a beautiful deluxe edition. Enrol today 
and receive this book absolutely FREE and postage 
paid! You must use the coupon below to be eligible 
for this -free book offer.

clip and mall today for free book offer ------- - --------- -- -- -- -- - ,

This coupon must be used 
for FREE BOOK OFFER!

a $2.95 value! FREE
As a bonus ibis quarter, you will 
receive absolutely FREE the deluxe 
edition of The Greatest Thing In the 
World by Henry Drummond—just 
for joining Broadman Readers Plan!

Enro! me in Broadman Readers Plan 
and send, postage paid, the three 
current selections for only $3.00 
plus sales tax where applicable. I 
understand there is no obligation 
and I may cancel my subscription at 
any time. And, 1 may return for full 
credit any books I do not wish to 
keep.

HM 4/69

BROADMAN READERS PLAN 
ENROLMENT FORM

Mail to: BROADMAN READERS 
PLAN

127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

N ame________________________________ _— -----------

Zin Code

Signed------------------------------------------------------------------- -—


