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All Purpose Meeting House
Thank you for the visionary aspects of 

the magazine. We here in Minnesota deep­
ly appreciate the work you are doing as 
editor. I noticed your comments on church 
buildings in (February). I concur we are 
about to lose the meaning of the word 
“church" in Southern Baptist circles. Be­
cause of your comments about the “peo­
ple of God” and a "meeting house," I 
want to share this information with you.'

We who are in the newer areas of our 
Convention know that the first unit build­
ings we erect are usually small and limited 
because of financial reasons. We also know 
that many congregations will meet in these 
first unit buildings for 5 to 10 years or 
longer, depending on growth and financial 
strength. Usually in these first unit build­
ings the worship area is small, classrooms 
are limited, and there is practically no 
space for your activities or fellowship din­
ner gatherings.

Because of these limitations the concept 
of an all purpose (multiple purpose) first 
unit building was born. TTie building is de­
signed to be a meeting house for a congre­
gation with space in which to worship, to 
play, to have fellowship gatherings, to 
have Sunday School classes, to have recre­
ational drijvities. or anything else that can 
involve hundreds of people./In other 
words, the floor space is to be working 
constantly, not just two to three hours a 
week, to involve people. Many of the 
activities will be involving non-£hristians. 
so that means the building with its many 
purposes will serve as a vehicle to help 
people find Christ.

This concept of a first unit all purpose 
building was explained to Tom Erwin Jr. 
of the Church Architecture Department of 
the Sunday School Board. He has done an 
excellent job of incorporating this concept 
into a first unit building of 4,980 sq. feet. 
It will accomodate 162 in Sunday School 
and a total of 265 (using classroom space) 
for a worship service. If a gro&p had two 
morning services, you can see the potential 
of the building.

The auditorium area (half size ‘gym­
nasium) is the most versatile part of the 
building. All kinds of varied activities can 
lake place here. All the furniture in the 
auditorium area is movable. The pulpit is 
on rollers. It has folding choir risers and 
the backdrop for the choir is movable. 
Folding chairs are used for seating. "L"- 
shaped partitions on rollers (which also are 
made to serve as tables) can be put in var­
ious places in the auditorium area for 
class teaching.

The very concept of the building is de­
signed to make people think of reaching 
people for Christ through day care centers, 
nursery day schools, kindergarten, youth 
recreational activities, fellowship gather­
ings, etc. It will literally be a meeting 
place for activities where large numbers 
of people can be involved for Christ and 
a place to go out from to meet the needs 
of people wherever they are found. The 
building's simplicity, versatility and modest 
construction are such to keep people from 
a holy building image in tneir minds so 
their conscience will not bother them to 

see children playing or even spilling aol- 
aid on the floor.

Warren Littlefo- 
Minneapolis, M. n.

• I am. and every pastor I have s iken 
to, grateful that the Home Mission jard 
has borrowed money in excess of $5< .000 
to assist our convention in meetii the 
problem in our Church Loan Assoc ’ion. 
The Home Mission Board extern d a 
helping arm and we accepted and . tend, 
as a state convention, to pay this loan 
back at a rate of $50,000 per year

I would be the first to accept goo. con­
structive criticism. However, having been 
in Kansas all my life and pastored 
churches only in this state, I feel th?' your 
statement is completely without fact and 
generalized "sermonizing." You max have 
taught that the way to get people to con­
gregate is to build an attractive budding, 
but don't blame your error on others! 
This convention is not in the perplexing 
situation it finds itself today because of 
any “quick route to instant success"! After 
reading your editorial I wanted to ask if 
you had ever been to any churches in 
Kansas.

Is the phrase “well-meaning Christians" 
supposed to mean “ignorant"? As a pastor 
in this state I hope not . . . as though we 
are a group of childish illiterates doing 
nothing more than spending our time get­
ting into trouble for you to get us out!!! 
As anyone in pioneer work will tell you, 
things are different here than in the deep 
South.

Certainly there are some things those 
in new work must learn, and many times 
must be learned the hard way. Perhaps a 
few have encouraged a “building that 
brings success." But this is the exception 
and not the rule.

As if we did not have enough problems 
you have unjustly spread an erroneous 
conception of our state and work, both 
of which we Kansas Baptists are very 
proud. I cannot understand why the Home 
Mission Board (through its loan associa­
tion) would go to such pains to feed us 
while through its journalism would stab 
us in the back while we are eating!!! I re­
gret that such an uninformed statement 
as appeared in your editorial was printed 
and published. Perhaps if you were to 
visit some sites in our state you would 
be impressed otherwise. Pray for our work.

Frank M. Huddleston 
Goodland, Kan.

• I agree with everything you said in 
your article. However, after living for 
eight and a half years in Kansas I have 
some observations.

How do you attract Southern Baptists 
who have been transferred north You 
may have a very attractive “going pro­
gram—but they will never know I cJBk 
they refuse to come to a converted chick­
en house” on the corner or an old aban­
doned store building up the street. The) 
aren't interffted in the spiritual .-'Ho*'  
ship they might find there. Not < nly 
the appearance distasteful to them -once 
you do get them to come they ret ise to 
support the programs—to contribui. to H
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-ancially as God has asked and of course 
ey won't visit. They would be too em- 
rrassed to ask their friends to come to 

ich an ugly place to worship. Then, of 
•urse, you always have those who are 
irst Baptists." This is always quite a 

It to these people in our town when 
.ey discover the “First Baptist Church" 
colored!
When people are transferred frequently, 

1 can understand how hard it would be to 
become spiritually and emotionally in­
volved with a church for a short length 
of time but brother when they hit Kansas, 
watch out! Many just shrink clear out of 
sight. The churches are struggling—the 
going is rough, and it takes a strong 
spiritual and emotionally stable person to 
"hack it.” Many of these people spend 
all their time wishing they were back 
home in their comfortable church pew 
where every other person is a Baptist, 
Southern at that, and where it's the "fash­
ionable” church to go to in town. It’s so 
sad because many miss the opportunities 
and blessings of really becoming involved 
in pioneer work.

You say the building is a matter of 
emphasis. This is true, but in our situation 
half of the American Baptist Church is 
"Soiithern Baptist"—because they have the 
large, beautiful church building on the 
corner. Where should our emphasis in 
Kansas be in a situation like this? These 
things are what have caused Kansas South­
ern Baptists to emphasize buildings, this 
is what people look for—they don't care 
about their spiritual growth! To me an 
attractive strong program is not “all" the 
answer. I feel as Southern Baptists we 
have failed to teach our people loyalty to 
their denomination when they move north. 
Ihey've had it too comfortable at home, 
they don't have the spiritual stamina to 
meet the challenges of a pioneer area. 
This, thank God, is not true of all—but 
most.

Mrs. Reiff Brown 
Great Bend, Kan.

Pros of Religious Journalism
Your photo story on the first moments 

1 freedom for the Caudills and the Fites 
'bout as fine a news feature as any 

। gious periodical is likely to publish. 
I Don Rutledge and Dallas Lee you have 
’ of the real pros of religious jour- 
' . sm.

am sharing our copy of your March 
' issues with several of the staff of 

i‘ Christian Advocate and Together. Con- 
illations on another job well done 
-h, in the case of your magazine, is 
same as saying “more of the same."

John A. Lovelace 
Park Ridge, III.

’bing Men’s Motives
airing my year of duty in Vietnam I 

received HOME MISSIONS. I have 
ved the magazine for years, but never 
it been more helpful and appreciated 

1 this year.

'• v. 1969

It has been a tendency for many South­
ern Baptists to attempt to live out their 
Christian lives in a shell, minimizing the 
great opportunities which are ours. Your 
magazine has put some tension on this 
tendency, and I believe it has awakened 
all of us to some extent to ministering to 
the total man. We Southern Baptists may 
also be prone to lose sight of the indi­
vidual. Your magazine keeps bringing us 
back to our need of a greater love and 
concern for the individual.

Some may be offended by strong and 
forceful articles. However, as I read my 
New Testament I believe Christ challenged 
moral values in his day. He probed into 
men's motives rather than a measurable 
performance too. People still don't like 
that very well, even His followers at times. 
Christ also insisted on real human values, 
especially a great love which is not turned 
inward but extended to all men. Thank 
you for articles that are inspiring and 
which demand more thorough commit­
ment to our Lord and Saviour.

The February issue had many fine arti­
cles. I wish all our denomination could 
read “The Luxury of Fearing the Stranger" 
by Clyde E. Fant Jr. and "Demytholo­
gizing the Negro" by Ann Parker Garri­
son. I pass on HOME MISSIONS to ser­
vicemen of our denomination and others. 
They also find it rewarding to devour.

Chaplain Jerry H. Holland 
San Francisco, Calif.

Students Confront Renewal
The theological thinking behind the 

establishment of new churches was most 
well expressed in your March issue (“Start­
ing New Churches—Imperialism or Ser­
vanthood"). Indeed, many existing churches 
in need of a renewal in ministry should be 
reminded by Dr. Belew that a church 
should not be an organization of structures, 
but an organism of service in the com­
munity.

Students sharing such views have planned 
a student conference—IBaptist Students 
Confront Church Renewal"—to meet June 
8-10, at St. Charles Avenue Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, La. Speakers and 
seminars have been arranged, and Baptist 
students plan to confront the Southern 
Baptist Convention and its churches with 
new approaches to a total Christian min­
istry. For further information, write to: 
Baptist Students Concerned, 423 Stadium 
Ave., Wake Forest, N.C.. 27587.

Robert T. Harris 
Durham, N.C.

Demythologizing
I wish to register my objection to 

"Demythologizing the Negro" (February), 
which ! consider to be one of the most 
biased and unfounded pieces of writing I 
have ever seen. Many other Baptist lay­
men here feel the same way.

Your present editorial policy is very dis­
appointing, and appears to be a determined 
effort to push the Southern Baptist Con­
vention toward working only with the Ne­
gro race and the hippie movement. While 

there can be no question about both of 
these groups needing to be reached with 
the gospel, 1 feel sure that the large ma­
jority of the members of the churches in 
the Convention do not agree with the pol­
icy of making this our major emphasis, or 
largely restricting our home mission work 
to these groups.

Richard A. Sullivan 
Memphis. Tenn.

Outdated Covenants?
Hudson has made a valid and commend­

able effort to do something about a matter 
which most of us have seriously neglected. 
With reference to the disparity between 
the statement of the covenant and the prac­
tices of Baptists concerning alcoholic bev­
erages. are we to leave everything out of 
the coveriant which Baptists fail to do? If 
not. then I believe that Hudson's "commit­
ment" would simply provide new oppor­
tunities for hypocrisy. That "new recruit" 
Hudson mentioned would have about as 
much difficulty understanding the new 
"commitment" as he would the old "cov­
enant." Notice such words and phrases as 
"paranoid." "pseudo-autonomy," "camara­
derie." "milieu of flowing circumstances." 
and "power structures in out country in 
our own political set-up." I can hear my­
self reading that to the high school drop­
out who has just received Christ and be­
come a member of our church! Hudson's 
new "commitment" is as obscure in its own 
way as the old "covenant" is. Perhaps the 
problem is that no one covenant can be 
worded so as to fit any and every church. 
Not only do times and language change, 
but churches vary, and the people within 
a given church vary in. their understand­
ing. Hudson's commitment is splendid for 
a church made up of educated, knowledge­
able. mature Christians. But for the ma­
jority of churches, it would be shunted 
aside just as the old covenant has been.

Raymond A. Parker 
Woodville, Tex.

• While I highly agree with much he 
says I cannot concur in a general state­
ment that Jesus could not have been a 
member of a Southern Baptist church as 
he approved of drinking. The use of al­
cohol in Christ's time was a very intricate 
part of the Jewish tradition in religious 
ceremony and did not pose the problem of 
alcoholism that we now have in America.

Knowing the actions and teachings of 
Jesus I am convinced that he would "blast 
to pieces" the advance promotions and 
sales and use of alcohol if he were alive 
in the United States today. The same as 
he took the whip and drove the money 
changers from the Temple he would cer­
tainly take a courageous stand against any 
clement in our country as overall destruc­
tive as alcohol.

Hudson's sample covenant is a worthy 
one but I seriously doubt the vyisdom of — 
any Baptist writing a commitment for 
another, due to the fact that every Baptist 
is his own priest, reads his own Bible, does

continued
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LETTERS Continued 

his own thinking, makes his own decisions 
and determines his own destiny.

Henry V. Langford 
-^-Richmond, Va.

«... Perhaps the language of the 
church covenant is a bit outdated but . . . 
his attack upon total abstention from in-, 
toxicating drihks was not justified. There 
is nothing amusing to me in the 48 per­
cent of our Baptist people who are sup­
posed to drink and the distressing thing 
is not the statement in the church cov­
enant, but ... that 48 percent of members 
of Baptists churches are polled as drink­
ing. . . . That is quite high for the Bap­
tist people of Albuquerque. Maybe we 
should seek to lead that 48 percent into 
a deeper experience with Christ—a new 
experience for some church members— 
and change that 48 percent instead of the 
meaning of the church covenant.

To use the same logic . . ., let’s suggest 
that' we change the Ten Commandments 
to the Ten Suggestions, and then modify 
them extensively to meet the living of our 
•’Astronomical Age,” because I am sure 
that about 100 percent of our Baptists 
have violated the original Ten’."

I respect Hudson as an outstanding 
psychologist, but I can't respect this rather 
liberal theology.

Marvin L. Capehart 
Albuquerque, N.M.

• Some of those who would have us 
set aside the old ways undoubtedly have a 
zdfi. but one marked by so little discern­
ment that they rush into print the most 
discordant and untenable notions. Recent 
articles by Mrs. Ann Parker Garrison and 
R. Lofton Hudson are cases in point.

Mrs. Garrison attempts-to answer the 
argument against interracial marriage 
based on the fact that different types of 
birds do not mate. She answers that the 
argument does not apply to different 
groups within the human race, since these 
groups are so much alike: “no one would 
claim that brown dogs and white dogs 
don't mate." Can't she see that what she 
says here, far from discounting the natural 
feeling for some measure of separateness 
between “biologically divergent" groups of 
the human species, would only illustrate 
the absurdity of maintaining that, say, one 
who has red hair ought not to marry a 
blond or brunette?

The authoress does not deny that the 
Bible pronounces a curse on certain of 
Ham’s descendants. She brushes this part 
of the Bible aside by quoting some priest 
as saying, "no modern biblical scholar" 
would accept such a teaching. But, while 
the scholar has special competence in 
helping us determine what the Bible says, 
whether the scholar himself believes what 
the Bible says is beside the point. Liberals 
quote the Bible where it can be made to 
appear to support them; but where not. 
the Bible must yield. All must yield before 
this particular social theory, the one Great 
Absolute in a world of relativity.

And such inconsistency! She combats the 
idea that the Negro is inferior. And against 
those who claim the Negro is .inferior 
because of his bad background, Mrs. 
Garrison counters by saying that we 
Anglo-Saxons must own up to a bad back­

ground. But then she goes on to write 
that “the Negro is seemingly inferior." 
How does she account for his relatively 
poor showing? Why, because of his bad 
background!

If HOME MISSIONS would allow a 
full-length article . . . then 1 should like 
to go down the line of Hudson’s conten­
tions against our traditional “church cov­
enant." Here I can only refer to his 
disparagement of the “rules of our Sav­
iour." Again we have the "modern theo­
logians" brought in—here to plead that 
"Jesus’ principles of love and fairness 
transcended all rules, save to ‘love one 
another.'" Jesus obviously did not restrict 
himself to such generalities, but told his 
disciples to make disciples of others by 
"teaching them to observe all things what­
soever I have commanded you.”

Of course, if we are, to set aside the 
Bible whenever it conflicts with certain 
modern whims, then it cannot be appealed 
to as our authority. And one wonders if 
this is not what Hudson is up to when, 
in his suggested “covenant." he has it 
stated that God “makes himself known 
through the Bible" and in other ways, as 
“through beauty and great music and art, 
and through the mind of man." Through 
what music that is supposed to be great? 
Tlirot^ the minds of what men? Are we 
to say, with the death-of-Gof theologians, 
that the ravings of the madman Nietzsche 
are superior to the exhortations of the 
Apostle Paul?

James M. Bulman 
Oak Ridge, N.C.

• The reference to Christ as a partaker 
of alcohol is wrong. Since so many who 
take the first drink cannot control the 
others would make me know that he would 
never lead anyone to do such. The Bible 
also has much to support the total absti­
nence of alcohol. If you would hit where 
needed it would be better. We cannot deny 
the Bible and still be blessed .as a 
denomination.

W. W. Long 
Conway, S.C.

• It did not come as a shock. ... He 
said some things that should challenge 
all of us, but I disagree with a couple 
statements. Christ could not belong to a 
Southern Baptist church. I believe he could 
belong to ours and others. Some of our 
people would be glad to hear him speak 
with authority in times like these. Others 
may leave after the first message or two, 
as some have done so when any pastor 
has interpreted the word of God.

In a recent survey on a cold day in 
February we had 82 people in Sunday 
School from the Intermediates-Adults . . . 
78 believed in the inspired word, four 
undecided—78 believed in the return of 
Christ, four undecided—54 indicated they 
were ready for his return, 14 undecided 
and 14 not ready—63 attended regular 
worship, 17 part time, two not at all—66 
liked an evangelistic message, six did not, 
10 undecided.
... I cannot guarantee all the answers 

to the survey to be truthful, but it does 
indicate an open mind, and a willingness 
to search for the truth. So Christ could be 

net only a member of this churcl but 
he could speak here.

The other statement I disagree ii pan 
with is the primary concern of -od’s 
people. It is a redemptive message st if 
Christ's own authority is to be ac pted 
by the church. He himself said, g and 
preach the gospel. I have lived i too 
many areas where the social gospel lone 
never changed( anything except hal ts of 
some and then only for awhile. The hings 
that Hudson mentions as social issu - are 
a part of our responsibilities as Chri tians.

As far as a new commitment, 1 agree 
there should be a statement of fa ih or- 
commitment that we cannot only believe 
in, but practice the truths therein.

H. A. Byers 
Oakboro, N.C.

• , . . Under ordinary conditions and 
circumstances one might be disposed to 
consider and agree to some reasonable 
word changes in a confession of faith, or 
a church covenant, but when the charge 
is blatantly and sarcastically made that it 
is a “fact that Jesus Christ could not 
belong to a Southern Baptist church," the 
criticism leaps far beyond the bounds of 
legitimacy and becomes an ugly assertion 
deserving an answer in strong and certain 
terms.

The church of which I am now pastor 
claims Christ as the head, and it acknowl­
edges the lordship of Jesus Christ in all its 
actions and beliefs. The covenant, to 
which Hudson is so allergic, is a part of 
the articles of faith and incorporation. 
Hudson cannot, with one sweep of his 
mighty and erudite hand, erase the fact 
that our church leans on Christ and seeks 
to serve him and the needs of humanity in 
the spirit of love and compassion. . . .

In the light of the charges made by 
Hudson, one is further disposed to ask. 
will the churches, established through 
project 500, be of the “covenant" type or 
the “commitment" type? . . .

I can only conclude that, in spite of 
his scholarly abilities, Hudson has grossly 
erred in stating that the covenant is old 
and outdated. It is my sincere belief that 
the church covenant is relevant to the 
needs and calls of our modern wort! that 
is so terribly sick with sin, suffering, hame 
and degradation, and it calls for vita! 
concern and action on the part of every 
member of every church.

Ellis M. Ham 
Georgetown, b y.

• How grateful I was for Ht Ison’s 
article on the ever-increasing need for a 
new, updated church-covenant; fit is; 
until I read his suggested replac nent.

First of all, it reveals an evider lack 
of understanding for the place and func; 
tion of covenants in our "coven?, ten 
heritage. Most objectionable, howe er, t‘ 
the abominable theology in it: "W^ha« 
felt his presence" (how did it "W 
"the Higher Power to which we re ’ond 
(Protestant orthodoxy knows no su h 
personal attraction of the person; Gw 
to whom we respond); and calli: ; w 
Holy Spirit "Mother" was too much'

Likewise, the dated words which effect 
our times, as well as the political pr< blow 

continued on p> V

A recent Paul Harvey column 
recounts the fable of the Little Red 
Hen who was unsuccessful in so­
liciting help to plant her grains of 
wheat from which she eventually 
made bread. Only this account of 
the fable carries modern overtones 
of problems in our society. Those 
she asks to help her refuse for 
reasons of equal rights, discrimi­
nation, loss of Aid to Dependent 
Children ancf loss of unemploy­
ment compensation or welfare 
benefits.

When the Little Red Hen re­
fuses to share the bread she finally 
makes alone, those who refused 
to help accuse her of excess profits, 
being a capitalistic leech, a com­
pany fink, and she is subjected 
to a protest march' where the 
marchers sing, “We shall over­
come.”

The farmer hears the commotion 
and forces her to share, with this 
comment: “Anybody .in the barn­
yard can earn as much as he wants. 
You should be happy to have this 
F.vdom. In other barnyards, you 
• uld have to give all five loaves 
t‘ the farmer. Here you give four 
1 sees to your suffering neighbors."

I he Little Red Hen was grateful, 
1 she never baked any more 
I" ad.

i the barnyard story the Red 
• 'i indeed was victimized. But 

are serious major fallacies in 
'lying such a simplistic assess- 

' a to the human situation in the 
1 ‘ted States today.

irst, there is the implied as- 
s ’ption thht the poor are lazy 
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and shiftless, wanting only a share 
of what others have earned by their 
industry and creative forethought. 
The executive director of the fed­
eral commission on poverty, C.Er 
Bishop (who incidentally is a 
Baptist deacon and is vice presi­
dent of the University of North 
Carolina) recently said that the 
basic., finding of the commission 
was that the poor do not simply 
want food, clothing and housing. 
Instead, Bishop said, they want (1) 
to be treated like people (respect), 
(2) to do what others do and go 
where others go (social justice) 
(3) to earn their own way (re­
sponsible work) and (4) to have 
something to say about their own 
destiny (a political voice).

The second fallacy was in the 
farmer’s statement, "Anybody in 
the barnyard can earn as much as 
he wants." This just has not been 
so. Try telling this to some of your 
black friends who could not get 
an equal education and could not 
apply for jobs in many areas. (For 
a Puerto Rican viewpoint, see this 
issue.)

Lastly, there is the threat that 
others will quit working if they 
are forced to share most of what 
they make with those who do not 
work. We must come to the realiza­
tion that because a person is a per­
son he has a right to respect, jus­
tice, a political voice and dignified 
work. I also doubt that anyone or 
any large number will quit work 
for the reason that they must share 
with others. We get too many satis­
factions from our work other than

EDITORIALS
by Walker L. Knight

money—such as fulfillment, power, 
accomplishment and a sense of 
self worth and of identity. More 
than anything, what we do helps 
us to understand who we are.

It is just these values we deny 
othprs when we allow society to 
trap them in poverty or on govern­
ment welfare; and when we stop 
short of providing these values, we 
stop short of any lasting/solution 
to our problems.

Many who accept the easy 
answers that are found in such 
columns also find it difficult to un­
derstand why many of the poor no 
longer want to work as yard "boys” 
or have their wives work as maids. 
For too long these have not been 
responsible positions, or they have 
been the only positions in which 
some races were allowed to work. 
To rebel against such injustice is 
a healthy sign of responsibility, and 
we should be grateful that our 
present affluence makes it possible.

Too often the poor were forced 
to raise the children of the affluent 
to the neglect of their own children. 
In effect, the system has favored 
the affluent and further deprived 
the poor. We would find it difficult 
to accept some of the responsibility 
for these conditions, but many 
maids have worked for less than 
they might have secured on wel­
fare in order to be responsible. 
Only a few years back the going 
rate in some areas of the South for 
maids who ironed all day was bur 
$2 or $3. They might have con­
tributed more to their families had 
they remained at home. ■
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ENCOUNTER
by Kenneth Day

the executives word
By Arthur B. Rutledge 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

From the Heart 
of an

Agricultural Giant
ne hundred sixty-one going—339 

to go! Project 500 has to date reported 
32 percent of its proposed JOO "strate­
gically located” churches and missions 
begun. Others are being started weekly.

4s ta officially promoted effort, Proj­
ect 500 ends Sept. 31, 1969. However, 
•> locations previously classified as 
'’strategic" will continue to receive 
priority. Incidentally, Project 500 hard­
ly represents all new missions and 
churches being started by Southern 
Baptists. According to*  Loyd Corder, 
of the Division of Missions, there are 
more “new works” being started across 
the nation apart from those in the 
emphasis.

Assessing the current status of Pro­
ject 500, Corder feels the only factor 
impeding the effort’s fulfillment by 
Sept. 31, is finances. Many of the 161 
missions and churches were started with 
little or no financial support and with 
mission personnel already in the area. 
“If the $1,500,000 proposed for Project 
500 in the 1969 Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering were available today, 
we could have all 500 churches and 
missions operating by the end of the 
summer,” Corder said.

In reporting on churches begun, at­
tention has been focused on throbbing 
metropolitan areas. Many exciting 
stories have not been told, simply be­
cause no communication medium could 
carry them all. Characteristic of several 
which might be overlooked because 
they did not rise out of the heart of 
an urban giant, is that of Greeley, 
Colo., a city of 35,000. Irvin Dawson, 
of the Department of Language Mis­
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sions, gives this account (and historical 
background) of the Project 500 church 
in Greeley.

"In the 183O’s Fort Vasquez, about 
15 Miles south of Gre^ey, was the 
commercial center of the entire region. 
Trappers and traders and Indians bar­
gained with one another. Fur com­
panies competed for busintess. But with 
the decline and fall of fur trapping and 
trading, the fort was abandoned, to be 
used only for a brief time later as 
shelter for the Eastern emigrants head­
ing for the California gold rush. And 
then it was abandoned again. Today the 
reconstructed fort stands alone as a 
reminder of the past.

"But all of the riches ofjhe area were 
not in furs. To the north of Fort Vas­
quez came German immigrants who 
found the land rich for farming. They 
settled down, worked the fields, built 
their houses in Greeley. In later years, 
Latin Americans also moved into the 
area to work on the farms, some as 
migrant laborers, but others to remain 
as permanent residents. Sugar beets, 
wheat, barley, sorghum grain and rye 
became important agricultural products. 
Vegetables such as spinach, green peas, 
onions, beans, cucumbers, potatoes, 
lettuce, cauliflower and cantaloupes also 
were grown. Today, Weld County, in 
which Greeley is located, is consistently 
among the top 10 agricultural counties 
in the United States, even though only 
seven percent of Colorado's population 
are classified as ‘farm population.’

“It was because of the 9,000 Latin 
Americans in the area, without a single 
Spanish language Baptist church, that

Greeley was selected as a Projec 500 
location when locations were subi itted 
in 1967. Greeley could serve ;. the 
nucleus from which the minist / to 
Spanish-speaking persons could i ex­
tended into the smaller farm com­
munities of the area.

“Spanish work began at Greeicy in 
the sumer of 1968, when a couple from 
the Mexican Baptist Bible Institute in 
San Antonio spent ten wdeks in ' isita- 
tion, preaching, Vacation Bible Schools 
and training. Then in September. Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Mendez were trans­
ferred from Pueblo to Greeley to lead 
in the development of the Spanish work 
and as regional missionaries to the 
Spanish-speaking in the area. In addi­
tion to regular Sunday services, the 
mission has a sewing class and a literacy 
class. Fellowship Bible classes are held 
in Loveland and other nearby towns.

“The sponsoring church, Hillside 
Baptist of Greeley, under the leader­
ship of the pastor, Charles Ivey, has 
shown a continuing interest in the 
mission. So has the association, which, 
until his recent retirement, was served 
by Superintendent of Missions Paul 
Jolly. Both the Baptist Genefal Conven­
tion of Colorado and the Home Mission 
Board are participating in the support 
of the Greeley work.

“Today the gospel is being preached 
in their own language to the Spanish­
speaking of the rich farmlands of 
northeastern Colorado. Unlike Fort 
Vasquez, to the south of Greeley, this 
Project 500 ministry looks to the future 
and not to the past.” ■

Home Mi nions

The Cosmopolitan Challenge

T he January day began with an un­
usually uplifting experience with the 
Grandview Baptist Church in El Paso, 
Tex., where Gerald L. Stow is the 
pastor. I preached to a responsive 
Sunday morning congregation, and of­
fered the invitation to Christian 
discipleship and church membership. 
Nine persons responded to the invita­
tion. While the number was encour­
aging, the most unusual aspect was the 
nature of those who responded. Two 
came for vocational Christian service, 
two on profession of faith, one by 
letter, two in rededication and two ac­
companied loved ones. Four were 
Mexican-Americans, four were Anglo- 
Americans and one was Chinese-Amer­
ican. Earlier in the service a steward­
ship testimony was given by a Japanese- 
American.

This group called to mind the truth 
of the children’s chorus: "Red and 
yellow, black and white; all are precious 
in God’s sight.” It underlined what I 
•'link is basic to all of our thristian 
Service: the importance of people. 
: veryone of us in this cosmopolitan 

tion may be described with some 
• nd of prefix—Anglo-American, Negro 

nerican, Mexican-American, et cetera, 
is estimated that there are thirty- 
million people in this country who 

itinue to be attached by language or 
iure to a non-Anglo background, 

■rs twenty million Negro Americans. 
• Just that January afternoon I par- 
pated in the dedication service of 
icw mission center building located 
a community of about 20,000 per­
is of Mexican descent. An indication 
the concern of local Baptists for a 
nority in their midst, the significant 
aistry is led by Rev. and Mrs. Ray- 
■nd Singleton. Cooperating in the 
'nsorship of the center are the El

'•:y, 1969

Paso Baptist Association, the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas and the 
Home Mission Board.)

An experience such as this under­
scores the fact that if we are serious 
about trying to claim "our land for 
Christ," we must take account of these 
so-called racial minorities in our midst. 
They total more than 25 percent of 
our national population. They are 
dispersed throughout the nation. There 
is scarcely a church that does not have 
opportunity to demonstrate Christian 
faith and love toward persons of a 
minority racial group.

While I mention the El Paso church 
specifically, there are hundreds of 
churches which are taking seriously the 
Great Commission of our Lord as it 
relates to minority peoples in their 
midst. Some follow the path that Grand­
view is finding so rewarding, some­
times with a special class or depart­
ment in the appropriate non-English 
language. Some sustain weekday minis­
tries within their church buildings, 
such as study facilities, tutoring, recrea­
tion, crafts, Bible study and Vacation 
Bible School. Some provide free med­
ical and dental services, and some, 
barber servibes. Others find it more 
feasible to maintain a mission or chapel 
at a separate location, or to undergird 
an existing mission or church through 
volunteer service and sometimes with 
financial help.

It is heartening to me that an in­
creasing number of churches are be­
coming involved in mission actions. I 
salute Woman’s Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood for this renewed emphasis. 
The Home Mission Board is pleased 
to collaborate with these agencies in 
developing techniques and in under­
girding the work of these organizations 
within the churches.

In addition to local actions, the 
churches are ministering throughout the 
nation to persons of varied racial or 
cultural backgrounds through their 
Home Mission Board. Over a century 

ago this Board was concerned about 
Indians and Negroes, the two large 
racial minorities in their midst. That 
interest has expanded to the point that 
today approximately one thousand home 
missionaries serve among 18 distinct 
minority groups. The largest number 
serve among the eight million persons 
of Spanish language background, prin­
cipally Mexican, Cuban, and Puerto 
Rican. The newest work includes mis­
sions among French-speaking Heitians 
in New York and Portuguese-speaking 
people in Massachusetts. /

Beyond this, approximately 300 mis­
sionaries serve in metropolitan centers, 
and some in smaller cities, throughout 
our nation, working in ghettoes of stark 
human need. Some of the most capable 
and most consecrated people among us 
serve as missionaries among the dis­
advantaged of many races, including 
white, and among practically all of the 
racial minorities in our land.

On my desk in Atlanta is a little 
paperweight carrying the two words, 
"PEOPLE Count!" A gift from a Cali­
fornia missionary, it reminds me that 
the objective of every Home Mission 
Board activity must be to serve people 
in the name of our Lord. When we re­
call our Lord’s compassion for people, 
related to both spiritual and material 
needs, we have a reminder that every 
denominational program and every local 
church program ought in some way to 
serve people of every classification. This 
will give new depth to our Christian 
service, whether in a local church or in 
a denominational agency. It will help 
us to make meaningful contributions 
toward solving the critical spiritual? 
moral and social problems' of our time. 
It will provide a valid foundation for our 
primary efforts toward leading people 
to Christ as their Lord and Saviour. ■
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TDE 
PUERTO ROD 

ID D^RLED?
by Dallas M. Lee

The chemistry of discontent seems to be brewing now in that 

colorful anachronism of song and poetry, Spanish Harlem.
Once prevalent, the relaxed philosophy of "pasito a pasito 

se hace todo"—loosely, step by step all things will come 
your way—is being shunted aside. Surfacing in its place is 

an angry frustration that helps explain the militancy currently 
stalking poverty ghettoes across the country.

Unrest among Puerto Ricans in Manhattan’s East Harlem 
sector stands in stark contrast to the calm that characterizes 

the island commonwealth of Puerto Rico, where a 
surging economy has taken the edge off the 

travails of poverty (see the April issue of Home Missions). 
Ghetto life stateside, however, where Puert^Ricans drifted 

when times were worse on the island, harbors influences not 
easily denied. There is frustration and tension 

in the promised land.
•*Part  of the reason is an increasing consciousness of racial 

discrimination. As one East Harlem resident said: “It begins to 
soak in on you after applying for jobs and being constantly 

referred to as ‘those colored guys over there.’ " 
The root of the discontent, however, lies deeper than discrimina­

tion in jobs and training and education, as urgent as these 
needs are. The issue is power. Poor Puerto Ricans—like the 

poor everywhere—simply are beginning to want control of the 
institutions in their community and an influential voice 

in the governments that shape their lives.
Denied this measure of power for so long, militant Puerto 

Ricans, like their militant black neighbors, often resort to an 
angry rhetoric that is easily misconstrued. What they seem to 

be saying, however, is that they have waked up to the fact 
that aggressive confrontation—pressure—is what makes America 

run. They are demanding equality in power to fill a vacuum 
they confess has been due in part to self-inflicted political 

atrophy. The services of the Office of Economic Opportunity and 
the myriad of other community development projects in 

East Harlem, then, are needed but they are peripheral to the vital 
Continued
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taken democracy for granted. ’' hej 
have felt all along that if the go' rn 
ment or the city did it, then it usi 
be right. They have figured the Htj 
has experts and so have felt inadec iate 
to question anything. Their attii de< 
have fostered apathy and they aVe 
refused to participate where they c ild. 
We are seeking now to counter t at.”

Thus the peculiarity of the P' rto 
Rican community falls into place To 
use a dangerous but useful gener: za- 
tion, the Puerto Ricans of East Ha ;em 
—numbering some 75-80,000—fall nto 
two broad categories: the island ori­
ented resident who has buffered hir self 
against discrimination, and the -'ew 
York City-oriented resident wh. is 
rejecting what he sees as hat-in-i.and 
toleration of discrimination.

OEO Director De Leon

“Puerto Ricans have taken democracy^fpr granted.”

TDt PUERTO ROT ID DQRLLD)
(Continued from page 9)

“If we fund remedial reading pro­
grams, we’re not changing the 
lousy education system—we are 
supporting it.”

concern for the dignity of power. 
(Puerto Ricans are the most poverty- 
stricken people in New York, according 
to statistics. For further insight, see 
page 12 for an interview with East 
Harlem lawyer Julio Flores.)

Robert De Leon, a New York-born 
Puerto Rican who now directs the pro­
grams of the OEO in East Harlem, 
articulated the frustration of the poor 
at this point, using OEO's war on 
poverty as a prime example.

"The whole effort is controlled by 
social workers who think only in terms 
of providing additional services to the 
poor. But the OEO legislation speaks in 
terms of giving the poor people in­
volvement in and control over their own 
communities. For example, if we keep 
funding remedial reading programs in 
East Harlem, what are we doing? We're 

not changing the lousy education sys­
tem, we are supporting it.

“It is because the school system has 
failed that we need the remedial read­
ing classes. What we want to do is con­
front the system and change it."*

De Leon and others have succeeded 
in allocating $125,000 of OEO funds 
for a city-wide program aimed at 
strengthening weak Parent-Teacher As­
sociations, and then working through 
those improved P-TA’s to pinpoint 
the particular problems of particular 
schools. The next step is then to con­
front the school system through the 
P-TAs and demand solutions.

It is too soon to judge the success of 
this effort, but it offers one clear case 
of how war-on-poverty money is being 
used to support a policy of confronta­
tion. And it reveals the true nature of 
the poor man's desire: the right to exer­
cise his share of the power as a citizen 
in this democracy.

"This approach is upsetting to the 
service-minded people,” De Leon ad­
mitted. "But the whole idea is to get 
people involved in their own affairs. 

"Puerto Ricans in particular have

De Leon and a groap of East Harlem 
.’■icrto Rican Jaycees * discussed these 
•vo general categories as they loafed in 
le Lexington Avenue storefront office 
, their club. Their characterizations 
enerally ran in this vein:

The island-oriented Puerto Rican— 
„> matter how long he has lived in 

. ,ew York, even for as long as 40 
cars—still identifies closely with Puerto 
'.icd. His persisting dream is to return 

: icre, and at retirement he often does. 
He is not interested in being assimilated 
■nto the culture of the U.S.; he is here 
tor a job only. He still speaks little 
English. Even more importantly, he too 
often shrugs off his opportunity to vote 
or to be involved in the community. He 
does not tend even to acknowledge dis­
crimination problems.

East Harlem Jaycees

“Once there was a concern to assimilate without being pegged 'that Puerto Rican.' "

The New York-oriented Puerto Rican, 
more than likely, was born in Harlem. 
He speaks English fluently but with a 
slight accent. He would like to have as­
similated into the life of the city with­
out consistently being pegged as “that 
Puerto Rican.” Now, however, he is 

.backing off and seeking identity and 
authority as a Puerto Rican, not want­
ing to be swallowed up by either the 
black or the white community. He is 
sensitive enough to be' offended when 
the city builds a housing project or a 
school in his neighborhood and then 
names it for someone as obscure to him 
as Dewitt Clinton or Herbert Leyman. 
He is political, and because of society’s 
unbending desire to label him a Puerto 
Rican, he is beginning to forge a poli­
tical bloc.

One example of this strange culture- 
within-a-culture gap is the contrast of 
the East Harlem Jaycee chapter and the 
numerous “hometown" clubs.

De Leon and a number of other 
young Puerto Rican men reestablished 
what had been a teenage club after 
they returned from the service a decade 
ago. Looking for a way to legitimize 
their new group, which was interested 
in community involvement, the men 
landed on the idea of establishing a 
local Jaycee chapter, taking seriously— 
much to the obvious chagrin of many 
other New York Jaycees—the Jaycee 
philosophy of building strong men 
through strong community.

(It is probably the most militant 
Jaycee chapter in the United States, 
and it is a good example of people who 

Continued
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TDE PUERTO RlQqP ID DGRLETO
(continued from page 11)

RGS Director Giordani

A concern with the community’s voice in design.

“Vote for the Democrat, they say, 
because he Ijkes-Puerto Rico and 
he can say/jComo esta?’."

feel disfranchised by the “system” tak­
ing a major\ymbol of the “system” 
and putting it to work for themselves.”)

Right across the street is the Sun­
shine Club, one of a number of mem- 
bers-only clubs in East Harlem that 
build their membership around a par­
ticular locale in Puerto Rico, such as 
Ponce, Arecibo or Mayaguez.

The East Harlem Jaycees do not 
share the optimism demonstrated by 
groups such as the Sunshine Club and 
what De Leon and others call their 
relaxed philosophy of “pasito a pasito 
se hace todo.” Said De Leon:

“We talk about building political 
power. But we can't do it if the majority 
of the population identifies so closely 
with the island. And the majority still 
do. In fact, every election year a group 
of -politicians come from the island 
and wave the flag for the Democrats. 
Vcye for the Democrat, they say, be­
cause he likes Puerto Rico and he can 
say ‘jcomo esta?’."

Evidence of the contrast between the 
two general categories of “PRs” also is 
seen in the viewpoint of Isidoro Mar­
tinez, an immigrant of some 30 years 
standing, who works as a lay volunteer 
out of the predominately Puerto Rican 
Good Neighbor Evangelical Church 
(Presbyterian). He is actively con­
cerned with community problems—es­
pecially housing, which is so critical 
all over Manhattan—but his talk is shot 
through with ethnic pride, jutsifiably 
perhaps, and he does not dwell on the 
subject of discrimination.

“Puerto Ricans come over here and 
they have some difficulties,” he said. 
"But they make a good contribution 
to the economy of the city, especially 
in the needlework industry and in hotels 
and restaurants. They have to change 
their method of living a little, but New 
York City is about the same as metro­
politan San Juan."

Despite the truth in Martinez' state­
ment, many Puerto Ricans—especially, 
it seems, those of darker complexion— 
feel that they have not been permitted 
to make a contribution. They have felt 

the burn of discrimination in the job 
market and they have been frustrated 
at the school system’s longstanding per­
plexity with the language problem.

If they are physically discernible as 
Spanish or if they are black Puerto 
Ricans, they are referred to as “col­
ored" and treated accordingly. The re­
sult is that Puerto Ricans, who his­
torically have been virtually color blind 
in human affairs, are being forced to 
acknowledge that although as people 
of Spanish culture they are legally con­
sidered “white," they are colored as far 
as white society is concerned.

According to militant Puerto Rican 
Rene Rodriguez, the Puerto Rican 
youngsters suffer the abuse of foul 
language and rough treatment at the 
hands of the police just as their Negro 
neighbors do—simply by virtue of their 
color.

“As a kid, a policeman could talk 
filthy to me and hit me with a stick be- 
causa he didn’t think I was dressed 
propeny,” Rodriguez said.f

Now, Rodriguez is a member of the 
Black Panthers—a militant black or­
ganization—and the Third World Lib­
eration Front, another militant group 
that he describes as “emanating from 
the same source as the Viet Cong lib­
eration front in Vietnam."

Although he admittedly has little fol­
lowing among other Puerto Ricans, 
Rodriguez provides an additional mil­
itant presence in an area where frustra­
tion and anger are real and often justi­
fied. >

“The poor people are beginning to 
unite, whatever their color," he said. 
“It may be a shooting war in a few 
years.”

Although De Leon would agree that 
few Puerto Ricans are wanting to re­
sort to violence, he expressed the deep 
frustration common in East Harlem 
when he recounted a near-riot of two 
years ago.

"There was an outbreak among 
young Puerto Ricans around here two 
years ago when a policeman shot a 
Puerto Rican suspect. We were con­
cerned and so we went out and did 
what we could to quell it. And then 
afterwards we sat down here and asked 
ourselves: what have we done? If we 
had really understood two years ago 
just what direction we were headed, we

continued
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wleto
(continued from page 12)

“k Puerto Rican’s degree of mil­
itancy is directly related to his de­
gree of color.

probably would have let the lid blow 
off. In fact we probably would have 
joined it."

Despite the condemnations that come 
easily from the white communities when 
they hear such talk, men as alert and 
aware as De Leon and Rodriguez, and 
others such as Edwin Montivelli and 
Freddie Torres have to be given con­
sideration when they resort to violent 
rhetoric.

Instead of condemnation, the ques­
tion needs to be raised: what could 
cause such desperate frustration?

“We had to ask ourselves what we 
had done after we cooled the outbreak. 
The garbage isn’t collected, the streets 
aren’t cleaned, the police treat the kids 
rough, the school is frustrating, the 
landlords are lousy—and there we are, 
out there saying cool it.”

In -qp outburst of disgust, De Leon 
staled: “Maybe we just should have let 
it go, then perhaps we would have clean 
Streets today."

Asked if he really felt a riot would 
have resulted in better service, De Leon 
just shrugged. (The sad fact is, how­
ever, that riots have resulted in better 
services in some instances across the 
nation. The resulting cliche usually is: 
why reward rioters. But the deeper ques­
tion is: why wait for frustration to ex­
plode before trying to meet a commu­
nity’s needs.)

A wintertime view of East Harlem 
does not seem to portend violence, al­
though most incidents occur in the op­
pressive summer heat when the crowded 
streets and stench of garbage feed the 
tension. It is true that housing is an 
aggravating factor. Rent Control laws 
designed originally to protect tenants 
from unreasonable hikes in the rent 
have resulted in cheap rent in many 
instances, but have helped make hous­
ing in Harlem a poor investment for 
the legitimate landlords who would keep 
up with maintenance and repair.

Too often, the four and'five story 
walk-ups are in shocking disrepair. 
Complaints often are futile, occasional­
ly resulting in the expulsion of tenants 
who complain, according to one source. 
Also, the rents in many instances are 
extremely high for a low-income district.

It still seems valid to say the Puerto 
Rican does not tend to resort to vi­

olence easily. In many cases he is better 
off than he was in Puerto Rico. And 
according to one Negro social worker, 
the Puerto Rican has yet to show as 
much concern about the state of com­
munity affairs as does his Negro neigh­
bor, and so he is not as emotionally 
volatile.

The Puerto Rican community, then, 
still appears to be a few steps removed 
from the depths of frustation that might 
tend to move a black ghetto to explo­
sive violence.

A growing frustration, however—es­
pecially among the involved younger, 
darker Puerto Ricans—also seems to be 
a fact that will have to be dealt with. 
As one East Harlem resident said: “A 
Puerto Rican’s degree of militancy is 
directly related to his degree of color."

The concern for involvement and for 
a voice in the powers that shape the 
life of the community does not seem 
unreasonable. And there is evidence 
that capability exists among the poor to 
exercise well the powers they demand.

An organization known as The Real 
Great Society offers an example. Al­
though its physical disarray above a 
luncheonette and its haphazard organiza- 
tiorvrnake it almost indescribably un- 
real/this group of 20 orfo young East 
Harlem residents are adept enough at 
writing project proposals to secure funds 
from a number of large foundations.

Started a year ago ana still directed 
by Pace College student Angelo Gior- 
dani—a Puerto Rican—the RGS has as 
part of its purpose giving the residents 
of Harlem a voice in the physical design 
of the community. A group of Colum­
bia University architectural and urban 
planning students consult with residents 
and then formulate alternatives that 
hopefully will influence the city’s urban 
renewal designers. There is objection, 
for example, to the high-rise, housing 
projects in Harlem because they offer a 
further barrier to a sense of community.

Currently, Giordani said, RGS is 
working on a vest-pocket park project 
financed in part by the city and in part 
by the Ford Foundation.

“We surveyed the area,” Giordani 
said, “and found out how many vacant 
lots were owned by the city. And then 
we wrote a proposed project for train­
ing young people around here in car­
pentry and cement work so they could 
do the work."

New York City, then, is financing the 
land and labor and a Ford Foundation 
grant is paying for the job training.

"We want to make sure that any kind 
of planning has community participa­
tion,” said RGS staffer Victor Feliciano. 
“We want the community to be able to 

decide on its own environment and we 
want to begin training local commu ity 
youth in urban planning and arch' ec- 
ture. We want to expose these fielc to 
ghetto youth.”

(A group of Columbia Unive .ity 
students are using the RGS as a so of 
laboratory, and receiving unive ;ity 
credit for the work.)

Feliciano reinforces De Leon’s o< ;er- 
vation that Puerto Ricans have te- Jed 
to take government for granted. We 
seem to have come with a different .on- 
cept of democracy, one that says the 
responsibility of housing, health and 
education lies with the government," 
he said.

"For example, the responsibility 'lore 
in education lies with the pupil and his 
parents, whereas in Puerto Rico I think 
we tended to think the prime responsi­
bility lay with the teachers and the 
schools. Also, we are beginning to real­
ize that poverty and civil rights are our 
problems too, not just the Negro’s."

This growing awareness is bringing to 
the fore a concept prevalent in Puerto 
Rico among those concerned with pre­
serving a native culture—and that is the 
phenomena known as Puerto Ricanism.

“In New York my experience has 
been that the second and third genera­
tion white Puerto Ricans do not much 
identify with the Puerto Rican culture," 
De Leon said. "But the darker you are, 
the more you identify with it—society 
forces you to. You can’t just be Juan 
the architect; you are identified as Juan 
the Puerto Rican architect.

“People talk about Puerto Ricans vot­
ing in a bloc. I don’t vote in any bloc; 
1 just go to the polls like everybody else. 
But if we are going to be identified as 
Puerto Ricans and if the way to get 
things done in the U.S. is through blocs, 
then we need to work on this thing 
called Puerto Ricanism.”

This means, of course, a return to 
being concerned with their identity as 
Puerto Ricans, and a search for the 
common concerns that will help 'hem 
forge a political bloc oriented to New 
York City needs and not to the v dms 
of politicians 1500 miles away o the 
island. Puerto Ricanism as it seei s to 
be developing in East Harlem man fests 
at least one major break with the P erto 
Ricanism that concerns culture con­
scious citizens of the Caribbean om- 
monwealth.

It is best articulated by onq^e the 
East Harlem Jaycees: “As a W ural 
group we are taught to respect av hor- 
ity—right or wrong. But it doesn’t ork 
that viffy here. This is an agn ssive 
country and so you have to be at -»res- 
sive, you have to make your dem nds. 
That is our big fight." ■

“The Puerto Rican in a Black and White World"
Editor’s note: In excerpts from an interview, East Harlem 
lawyer Julio Flores offers insight gained from 31 years of 
observing New York City’s Puerto Rican community. He is 
a native of Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, a graduate of Brooklyn 
Law School and an involved citizen currently serving as 
democratic leader in Manhattan’s 168th election district.

The Puerto Rican in a black and white world can 
demonstrate the viability of all sorts of people from all 
sorts of cultures living together. That is the unique con­
tribution he brings to the realm of human relations. The 
750,000 or so Puerto Ricans in New York City came here 
with a background in human understanding that perhaps 
no group but the Hawaiians could boast of.

The Negro revolution, however, has changed the con­
cepts of Puerto Ricans in terms of color. It has made the 
younger element especially more color conscious. They are 
recognizing color in themselves. They face a greater aware­
ness of the color problem than their elders ever thought 
they would face.

— • —
We are very Puerto Rican and yet very conscious of 

our American heritage. If there is perhaps one common 
trait amo/ig Puerto Ricans in the U.S., it is the fact that 
they are very conscious of their loyalty to America but 
also very sensitive to their Puerto Ricanism.

This is healthy because no one who came to America 
made a contribution unless he had a clear idea of his 
identity before he became an American.

Every immigrant group has had a contribution to make 
to the maintenance of the economy. Many' of the Euro­
peans came to help build subways and roads. Every migra­
tion wave has been used to supply a demand that people 
already here were not meeting. The Puerto Rican is the 
mainstay of the hotel services industry and garment indus­
try—needlework—mostly low-paying jobs. If Puerto Ricans 
left New York City today, who would run the hotels, the 
restaurants, the garment factories?

— • —
While in Puerto Rico you normally find the authority 

of parents in the/home as a part of life. In New York, the 
American or New York view seems to prevail. If a kid 
goes out until three a.m. qnd is not challenged by normal 
society, why should he respond to his parents’ protests?

The difference in the cultural patterns or traditions some­
times brings about disruption in the social order. There is 
an inclination to divorce and other family disruptions hdre 
more than in the traditional Puerto Rico situation.

— • — ■
Puerto Ricans are the most poverty-stricken people in 

Vew York City according to the statistics. They are at the 
bottom in all pathological statistics except infant death 
~ates—crime, unemployment, education, income, health.

Language is a big consideration' in this problem. Unern- 
"loyables not fluently English-speaking were many of those 
who migrated. The fact they were unemployable is why 
they came anyway. Puerto Ricans were already citizens 
and so faced no barriers, no immigration quotas. That's 
why the biggest Puerto Rican city today is new York.

There is a high dropout rate due to frustration over 
language. The educators and the students are frustrated. 
For the Puerto Rican child, how can the city deal with 
a is peculiar problem of being raised in a Spanish culture?

The'Puerto Rican is not as fanatic in politics here. I

think he has not been able to see the relationship between 
politics and the economy and his own situation. Language 
is a problem at this point too, and the literacy test is still 
in effect for voter registration. Normally, all areas where 
Negroes or Puerto Ricans live is where political registra­
tion is the lowest.

A major factor is that so many Puerto Ricans who come 
to the city are so eager to go back to Puerto Rico that 
they aren't challenged to be committed to all the institu­
tional life of the city of New York. This is definitely a 
deterrent to full integration into the life of the city. A man 
might be here 50 years and still, in the back of his head, 
nourish the dream to go back, to set up shop again in 
Puerto Rico.

This is a migration community, highly transitional, and 
there has not been a tendency to form a ghetto. This has 
happened only in the case of the Negro because he has 
been denied access everywhere. But the Italian, for ex­
ample—and this area used to be known as "Little Italy”— 
moved on, and the Puerto Rican is doing this too to a 
large extent.

In fact, some say our lack of real political power is due 
to the fact we are not concentrated in one ghetto where 
we would have sufficient strength to push, say, one Con­
gressman. -

Many Puerto Ricans have moved to the Bronx (across 
the Harlem River from Harlem, which is the northern end 
of Manhattan island). In fact, that is the only borough in 
New York Cijy where there are more Puerto Ricans than 
Negroes. There are a larger number of Puerto Ricans, 
however, in East Harlem (75-80,000). This is the symbolic 
place, the place where we got our hold, the fplace once 
often referred to as Spanish Harlem even though it has 
never been totally Puerto Rican.

In the Bronx, however, is the first and only Puerto Rican 
borough president. Herman Badillo,. He has even talked 
about running for mayor.

— • — .
I was a rabid "independatista" at one time, concerning 

politics in Puerto Rico. In the old days I used to think 
that the only course for the island was to become an in­
dependent republic. For one thing, I thought the U.S. was 
not interested in accepting an island into the union. But of 
course, Hawaii settled that. And then I thought the lan­
guage problem was an insurmountable barrier.

Now, however, I do believe there is no choice for Puerto 
Rico but statehood. (Currently, a pro-statehood party is ip 
office in Puerto Rico. See the April issue of Home 
Missions.)

In the last 25 years, two things have happened to change 
my mind. One has been the wide acceptance of the Popular 
Democratic Party in Puerto Rico, a party (though out of 
office now) that is based on a close associqtion with the 
U.S. And secondly, Puerto Rican migration has brought to 
the continental U.S.A, a population that reaches over one 
million.

So there are one million Puerto Ricans here and nearly 
three million on the island. Every Puerto Rican on this 
side (in the U.S.) during the year will see that money fs 
sent home, and this money arrives as clear net profir,in 
Puerto Rico. The amount of dollars on this side sent to 
the island is probably the most profitable enterprise Puerto 
Rico has today. ■
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A PROMOTER OF HOPE

"The church 
can demand 

commitment, it 
can tell a man 

that he does 
have control 

over the 
- direction 

of his life.”

For the church, Harlem extends and 
consolidates in one small area the chal­
lenges that exist in one form or another 
all over the country. Racism, poverty, 
family despair, crime, sex abuse, drugs, 
apathy, spiritual atrophy, exploitation— 
all these forces swirl with devastating 
impact in the ghetto.

Where hopelessness prevails and 
where drugs and alcohol are the opiates 
for^uch an environment, the church, 
it would seem, should nnd a way to 
compete, a way to acknowledge Christ 
tangibly in the context of sordid reality.

The potential for creative Christian 
witness, and the contribution of ghet- 
toites, cannot be overestimated. In 
black Central Harlem, Southern Bap­
tists have agreed to participate with 
both money and personnel in a diverse 
proposal made by an indigenous group 
known as CHANCE—Central Harlem 
Association of Neighborhood Churches 
Enterprises.

An effort of a number of Harlem con­
gregations—including storefront church­
es—the CHANCE proposal- includes 
educational services covering tutorial 
ministries, citizenship classes, consumer 
education, job-training and basic educa­
tion courses;

A cultural arts program that includes 
seminars in African-American heritage, 
music classes and field trips;

Community services that include prob­
lem-solving forums, a counseling and 
referral center, assistance with legal 
problems and housing, and a child 
development and babysitting center;

And a recreation program that in­
cludes organized athletics, a game room 
and evening social activities.

‘‘The church is the most securely 
rooted institution in Harlem,” the 
CHANCE proposal states. “It embraces 
the total community because its found­
ers, organizers and workers have been 

the so-called grass roots'inhabitants of 
Harlem.

"As the church continues to evolve , 
as the promoter of hope in the face of 
hopelessness it must assume its obliga­
tion to transform the tentativeness of 
aspirations into assurances of actuality."

Southern Baptists concur. Roderick 
Loney, a Negro missionary recently as­
signed to Central Harlem by the Home 
Mission Board, is couching his ministry 
in an educational approach and will be 
cooperating with the CHANCE effort 
as it unfolds.

(David Jemmott is another Southern 
Baptist minister working in Harlem, 
predominately with Caribbean Negroes 
in an English-speaking congregation.)

East Harlem, where- the Spanish­
speaking community is predominate, 
does not have quite the resource in 
indigenous storefront congregations that 
characterizes black Harlem.

Built in the 1890s at the same time 
as the rest of Harlem to house immi­
grating groups, East Harlem has been 
traditionally Jewish and Roman Cath­
olic.

Until recent years, according to 
Methodist minister Lynn Hageman, 
what Protestants were at work in the 
area were there in a missionary :ole. 
The East Harlem Protestant Parisi an 
interdenominational effort that m jors 
on witness through participation ii the 
life of the community, is perhaps the 
primary Protestant thrust in East 
Harlem.

The Church of the Good Neig; ’’or, 
a Presbyterian congregation, 1^ een 
involved in East Harlem for years and 
has been known as the Puerto I <can 
institution in the area.

According to Hageman, Roman ( ath- 
olics also are more active than hey 
have been traditionally.

“There was a time when it seemed 
that all they did was visit the sick and 
perform the sacraments. But this has 
changed. The church is accessible to 
the people."

Southern Baptists soon will be trying 
to become a part of the East Harjem 
community, under the direction of Leo- 
bardo Estrada, language missions di­
rector for the Metropolitan Baptist 
Association.

The role of the church is challenged 
without quarter in East Harlem's gut­
level society, where problems are so 
intense and the temporary solutions so 
easy to'come by.

Drugs, for example, offer an imme­
diate and at least temporarily satisfying 
answer to a ghetto teenager’s violent 
impulses and sexual anxieties. In fact, 
a number of observers agree that the 
West Side Story-style gang warfare 
ended abruptly in Harlem with the easy 
availability of dj/ugs—primarily heroin.

“Drugs often come after a guy 
botches his first experience with a girl," 
said Hageman, who directs Exodus 
House, an East Harlem ministry to 
drug addicts.

"The guy gets a couple of reefers or 
> snort of cocaine and then he can talk 
onfidently to the girls at a party and 

unction like a real man. The drugs 
imply quell anxiety."

The same goes for violent impulses 
mong the youth. Quipped Hageman: 
I’hey might still commit acts of vi- 
lence, but they feel better about it."
“The church is loaded with oppor- 

inity to offer paradigmatic actions that 
ill shape the people it comes into con- 
ct with," Hageman said. “At Exodus 
louse, for example, we try to recapit- 
ate child development activity, to 
fer through group and work therapy 

the opportunity for a drug addict to 
develop into new life. If we offered 
him conversion only, we would be 
stunting his growth, casting seeds on 
thin soil."

Hageman does not ignore the contri­
bution of overt Christian witness, how­
ever. An hour-and-a-half of Bible study 
is compulsory at Exodus House every 
Sunday morning.

“I don’t push for conversion. I push 
for honesty in reaction to the written 
Word and for response to it with the 
deepest feeling individual men are ca­
pable of. If the atheist is there, he 
doesn’t have to accept what I say but 
he better be committed to his point 
faithfully."

Pentecostal storefront churches scat­
tered throughout East Harlem compete 
to an extent with their emotional ap­
peal, and do serve somewhat as a sta­
bilizing function in the lives of many 
people, Hageman said.

"But they are weak in giving con­
ceptual .relevance. They say nothing 
about coping with the social instruments 
of the community, the hunger, the 
changes in wplfare. They offer no voice 
and do not encourage political activity.

"They become more other-worldly in 
the face of hopelessness. That seems to 
be the big temptation."

Hageman offered further insight into 
what he thought the church had to 
offer:

“The church can demand commit­
ment, it can tell a man that he does 
have control over the direction of his 
life and then let him share in a com­
munity of commitment.

“The Pentecostals and others rely on 
ecstatic conversion experiences. They 
call commitment giving yourself to 
Jesus Christ, and they offer a commu­

nity of faithfulness. But any way you 
define it, there needs to be a community 

*of concern in which the committed 
work and live that somethow embodies 
the^answer to the world’s estrangement 
from God.

“The community of concern is the 
pattern for what the world can be— 
in fact, a witness."

Hageman’s definition, then, of Chris­
tian involvement is to demand commit­
ment, sustain that commitment in com­
munity and recognize that the world is 
estranged in sin. And. las he puts it, 
witness to the fact “th^l there is both 
immediate hope and ultimate hope."

In actuality, Exodus House demands 
that the addicts—as many as 50—once 
again take responsibility of their lives 
and then sustains them in community 
with one another for as long as two. 
years. There is an emphasis on work as*  
a therapeutic medium, and vocational 
training to help develop productive at­
titudes.

"To compensate for the euphoric 
satisfaction they got from drugs, we 
hope work and therapy involvement 
offer satisfaction in being again alert to 
reality, a reality they have forgotten," 
Hageman said. "Little things— to take 
a deep breath, to run a mile and be 
exhausted, to enjoy a good meal, to go 
to a party without chemical buffering."

In the words of a statement by the 
East Harlem Protestant Parish:

“The task of Christians in East Har­
lem is to be like swimmers struggling 
to rescue drowning men. We must feel 
the same swift currents, the same threats 
to existence, but yet be able to point 
the way to shore where we might to­
gether find new life and share “in the 
joy of Christ." ■

—Dallas M. Lee
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A Fresh Vision of the Ideal Chureh

1 f we are to serve this present age, 
we must work at bridging the gap 
between the ideal church and the 
real church.

The ideal church is evangelical, 
or apostolic, in her doctrine. The 
real church, however, frequently 
preaches and practices what Paul in 
Galatians called “another gospel,” 
a gospel which Paul condemned as 
one o£ circumcision, of Jewish cul­
ture affd religion. This other gospel 
which in effect said to the Gentiles: 
^You have to become a Jew in 
order to become a Christian and 
a church member.”

Today’s church usually adds to 
the gospel of grace aqd faith re­
ligious forms, ceremonies and 
cultural requirements which are 
completely foreign to the gospel. 
We say in effect to the blacks, the 
underclass and the twentieth cen­
tury untouchables: “You have to 
become a respectable, white, Anglo- 
Saxon Protestant (WASP) in order 
to become a Christian and a mem­
ber of our church.” We have per­
verted the gospel of Christ so that 
instead of calling it apostolic, per­
haps it would be more accurate to 
label it WASP, or at least Anglo- 
Saxon.

The ideal church is equalitarian 
—transcending barriers of con­
tinent, country, color, class, culture, 
caste and sex. The new man in 
Christ belongs to the race of the 
new birth where there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, 

male nor female, circumcised nor 
uncircumcised, but all are one in 
Christ Jesus (cf. Gal. 3:28 and 
Col. 3:11). The real church, how­
ever, is often more color conscious 
than it is Christ conscious, more 
bound by culture than by Christ 
and more anti-female than is ad­
mitted.

The ideal church is ethical. 
Characterized by holinesf)*  without 
which no man and no church will 
see the Lord, the ideal church is 
in the world but not of the world. 
The real church, howeveV, has al­
most obliterated the line between 
church and world. The real church 
is so unholy that there is scarcely 
a dime’s worth of difference be­
tween the average church member 
and the average non-church 
member.

The ideal church is ecumenical, 
involving one people ofOod who 
inhabit the whole earth. Jesus 
prayed for the unity of his dis­
ciples, “that the world may believe 
that (the Father) hast sent me"

The church adds 
to the gospel of 
grace and faith 
religious forms 

and cultural 
requirements that 

are foreign 
to the gospel.

(John 17:21). Whether Jesus had 
in mind anything like the orga­
nizations now headquartered at 
Rome, Geneva, New York or 
Nashville, I do not know. What 
I do know is that the real church 
is far from having the unity which 
exists in the Godhead". The model 
for the unity of the church on 
earth is the perfect unity which 
exists in the Trinity.

We cannot adequately serve this 
present age unless we strive might­
ily to bridge the gap which now 
exists between the ideal church and 
the real church. The real church 
needs a fresh vision of the ideal 
church. Without that vision the gap 
between the ideal and the real will 
grow wider and deeper. The world 
needs a new incarnation of the 
ideal church. Without that con­
tinuing incarnation, men will not 
believe that God sent his son as 
the Saviour of the world.

The one word which best de­
scribes our world is alienation— 
ideological, economic, technolog­
ical, racial, cultural, generational, 
urban, political, social, denomina­
tional, even spiritual. If we are to 
serve this present age we must 
major on what Paul called the 
ministry of reconciliation” (II Cor. 
5:18).

The Latin word for priest is 
pontifex, which literally mear - a 
bridge builder. We Christians are 
to be God’s bridge builders -to 
build bridges of reconciliation 

tween God and man, man and man, 
and man and his environment.

We must witness to the pressing 
problems of our day, capsuled in 
words like power, peace, prejudice, 
poverty, population and pollution.

Is there any word from the Lord 
about power—technological power, 
military power, economic power, 
black power, white power, Satanic 
power, gospel power? If there is, 
now is the time to speak it.

Is there any word from the Lord 
about peace—in Vietnam, in 
Southeast Asia, in the Middle East, 
in Nigeria and Biafra, in a world 
on the brink of nuclear annihila­
tion, in America’s troubled cities, 
in the hearts of men? If there is, 
now is the time to speak it.

Is there any word from the Lord 
about prejudice—racial prejudice, 
regional prejudice, national prej­
udice, class prejudice, religious 
prejudice, prejudice against women 
and youth? If there is, now is the 
time to speak it.

Is there any word from the Lord 
about poverty—in a world where 
two-thirds of humanity is hungry; 
where about one million died of 
starvation in Biafra alone during 
last January; where hunger, pover­
ty, and illiteracy constitute an un­
holy trinity; in an affluent nation 
where a slum resident eats dog 
food? If there is, now is the time 
to speak it.

Is there any word from the Lord 
about property—in a universe 

where earthlings just now have be­
gun to explore space beyond their 
own planet; in a nation where one 
percent of the people own 28 per­
cent of all property; where a man’s 
worth is judged by the amount of 
material wealth he possesses; where 
respected church members profit 
from ownership of slums; where 
thieves thrive, moneys talks and 
rioters loot and bum? If there is, 
now is the time to speak it.

Is there any word from the Lord 
aboht population—in a world of 
3.5 billion which is increasing at 
two percent per year so that it 
will be more than six billion by 
2,000 A.D. If population growth 
continues at the present rate, within 
500 to 600 years there will be only 
one square foot of earth for each 
person. Is there any word from 
the Lord about population in a 
world where Vatican roulette is 
commended and the pill con­
demned; in a world of situation 
ethics and sexual explosion? If

If ice are to serve 
this present age.

there is a pressing 
need for

credibilitg.
integrity and 

relevance in our 
churches.

there is, now is the time to speak

Is there any word from the Lord 
about pollution—the poisoning of 
the atmosphere and the transition 
of our lakes, rivers and oceans 
into giant sewers; in a nation 
which tolerates and even accelerates 
the tyranny of the automobile; 
which gobbles up one million acres 
of photosynthesizing vegetation 
each year; which exalts the profit 
motive above the preservation of 
human life and wildlife, and which 
desecrates nature to the point of 
upsetting the ecology of this planet?

Moreover, if there is any word 
from God' about power, peace, 
prejudice, poverty, property, popu­
lation or pollution, now is not only 
the time to speak it. Now is the 
time to enact that word and to 
incarnate it.

If we are to serve this present 
age, we must break out of the 
syndromes which now imprison the 
church: the Sunday syndrome, the 
space syndrome, the soul syndrome 
and the structure syndrome.

The holy day hang-up. Religious 
activities center around Sunday. 
The churches, for the most part, 
hold public worship services on 
Sunday morning. The more pietistic 
churches conduct an evening wor­
ship service as well. Faithful South­
ern Baptists put in a minimum of 
five hours at the church building 
every Sunday. The super-faithful 

continued 

18 Home Miss ons 'ay, 1969 19



Southern Baptfct may put in even 
longer hours on'Synday. Urbaniza­
tion and secularization demand the 
demise of the Sunday syndrome. 
The only other alternative by 2000 
A.D. will be the death of the 
church. Affluence, mobility, in­
creased leisure time, swing shifts, 
a better educated populace and the 
fantastic feats of scientific technol­
ogy require the church to adapt 
or atrophy.

We compromise the gospel when 
we confine it to Sunday or any 
other day. There are no profane or 
secular days to the Christian. Every 
day is potentially a holy day. The 
church will either learn that truth 
and incarnate it, or become an 
irrelevant relic of a bygone age. 
Jesus-toTd the Pharisees: “The 
sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the sabbath” (Mark 
2:27).

The space syndrome, a second 
hang-up, sometime is called the 
edifice complex. Religious activities 
center in a religious building called 
the church. Church is a place one 
goes to, generally located in the 
suburbs on several acres of prop­
erty. It is a building with stained 
glass windows, a steeple, pews, pul­
pit furnishings, communion table, 
baptistry, organ, piano, crosses, 
cushions, candles, robes, and all 
those rooms which for the most 
part are used only one day a week 
for about two or three hours.

So sorely afflicted is the church 
with the space syndrome that a 
concept deemphasizing church- 
owned buildings, equipments and 
property is unthinkable to us. We 
have assumed that church buildings 
are essential to church. Moreover, 
we seem to operate on the principle 
that church visibility is dependent 
primarily upon church property.

Our church architecture is often 
enslaved to colonial America. Fre­
quently it follows the cathedral 
model of medieval Europe which 

was more appropriate to serfdom 
and feudalism than it is to freedom 
and democracy. The symbolism of 
our buildings, tall steeples, stained 
glass windows is inappropriate to 
both the gospel and human needs. 
Our massive buildings with huge 
columns and high ceilings actually 
scare away the poor, the children, 
the illiterate and the timid. Our 
large auditoriums are designed for 
spectators and anonymity. One 
suspects that the formidable corps 
of ushers who man the doors on 
Sundays is there as much to keep 
the undesirables out as to welcome 
the desirables in. Nothing on the 
outside can be seen through all that 
stained^lass. The world is shut out 
and theWight filtered in. The^ower- 
ing steeple supposedly points man 

■ upward to God. But is God up 
there, or down here in the midst 
of history and human misery?

So hopelessly are we caught up 
in this space syndrome that many 
churches have exchanged their 
freedom for a mortgage and heavy 
indebtedness. They have so en­
tangled themselves economically 
that they must speak what the 
people want to hear. Furthermore, 
the non-church populace is becom-' 
ing impatient with religious groups 
who buy up tax-free land.

Urbanization 
and secularization 
demand the demise 

of the Sunday 
syndrome. He 

compromise the 
gospel when we 

confine it to Sunday 
or any other day.

The soul syndrome. We talk aboi 
“soul-winning,", “the salvation . 
souls," “passion for souls,” “sot, 
competency.” We pit soul savir. 
against social action. Even when v : 
conjoin the two, if pressed, we gh : 
priority to soul saving. Little won­
der, then, that the soul should h» 
a ghost with ears, no body, no 
mind and no corporate relation­
ships!

Several streams and many lesser 
tributaries converge to form this 
“Mighty Mo" of the theological 
conservatives. Greek philosophy, 
gnosticism, pietism and rugged in­
dividualism are the major streams. 
Lesser tributaries are millenialism, 
masonry, Christian Science, theos­
ophy and ESP. Each of these 
streams or tributaries is a bearer 
of heterodoxy. That does not mean 
that each of them is equally bad 
and without merit. Quite the con­
trary! The very fact that there is 
so much good in them makes their 
heterodoxy harder to detect and 
to combat.

The Judeo-Christian concept of 
man is one of unity. Man cannot 
be chopped up into three parts and 
neatly labeled body, mind, soul. 
Man has many parts, but no part 
is the whole man. The body is not 
evil per se. It was created by God. 
It is the temple of God. The resur­
rection of the body is taught in 
the New Testament. The immor­
tality of the soul must not be sub­
stituted for the resurrection body.

The God of the prophets, of the 
apostles and of Jesus Christ is con­
cerned with the whole man in Lis 
total environment. The church 
which expresses only an invisible 
concern for the welfare of an 
visible soul in an invisible world 
is certainly not a New Testami it^ > 
church.

A churcj} afflicted with the si <1 
syndrome will usually be anti- i- 

tellectual; anti-body; anti-social ac­
tion; and anti-corporate in her 
understanding of sin, self and so­
ciety. Such a church will usually 
reduce orthodoxy to a set formula. 
She will usually judge the success 
of any church or Christian by the 
number of souls saved.

The necessity of personal recon­
ciliation to God and the acceptance 
of individual responsibility before 
God need not be discarded along 
with the theological heresy of the 
soul syndrome.

The structure syndrome is .a 
fourth hang-up for the space age 
church. Structure is the form which 
the church takes in the world, en­
compassing organizations, institu­
tions, polity, curricula, et al.

The primary form which the 
church has taken through the cen­
turies has been that of the parish. 
Each parish has geographical limits, 
a meeting-house, organizations, of­
ficers, programs, a budget and a 
clergyman. Usually the clegryman 
is a resident of the parish. Married 
clergy live in a house called a 
manse, rectory, parsonage or pas- 
torium.

This parish model has been fol­
lowed by all of the denominations 
and by some of the sects. Hence, 
there may exist in one small com-

So sorely afflicted 
is the church 

with the space 
syndrome that a 

concept deempha- 
ixing church-owned 
wildings. equipment 

and proper! y is 
unthinkable to us. 

munity as many as eight or ten 
churches, each ministering to a 
different people in the same place. 
The denominations did not aban­
don the parish model. Most of them 
only modified it by excluding from 
their concern those parishioners 
who used a different brand. In­
dustrialization, urbanization and 
secularization further modified the 
parish model. Geographical lines 
became blurred. Churches began 
to flee the inner city, the slums 
and the areas undergoing rapid 
social change. Whole new cities 
sprang up. An institutional ministry 
through goodwill centers, hospitals, 
children's homes, homes for the 
aged, boarding houses and schools 
was started. Chaplains were placed 
in both religious and secular insti­
tutions, and even assigned to the 
armed forces and paid by the fed­
eral government. Still, the denomi­
nations only slightly varied the 
parish model according to their 
system of government.

Southern Baptists further refined 
the parish model to include five 
church program organizations. They 
assumed that every Southern Bap­
tist church—whatever its size, lo­
cation or history—should have 
these five organizations in order to 
be properly organized and func­
tioning. Further, (these five orga­
nizations should use literature pre­
pared for them by the denomina­
tion’s boards, 'commissions and 
agencies. Record forms were stan­
dardized. Methods were homo­
genized and synthesized. The de­
nominational norm came to be 
everybody doing the same thing the 
same way at the same time.

What's wrong with the structure 
syndrome? Inflexibility in a flexible 
world is one thing. The world in 
which the parish model evolved has 
changed radically. Yet. the denomi­
national parish model has become 
a fixed and permanent form. The 

new models which have developed 
are considered by many as inferior 
and of secondary importance to the 
parish model. Examples are the 
various models which come under 
what we call missions, chaplaincy 
and benevolence. The least we can 
do is acknowledge the validity and 
possible equality of non-parish 
church models.

Moreover, the structure syn­
drome means an immobile church 
in a mobile society. Everything 
seems to be moving except the 
church. We have so apotheosized 
the vehicles which carry the gospel 
that we think of a change in form 
as a change of gods. The medium 
does indeed become the message 
with us! How foolish and utterly 
impractical it is for 35,000 churches 
to be cut from the same cookie 
mold! What kind of deficiency is 
necessary for Christians to abdicate 
their leadership responsibility to a 
board or agency?

Come-and-sit-still-while-we-instill 
structures are woefully inadequate. 
One reason we lose so many peo­
ple is that our structures are not 
designed to hold them. If we are to 
serve this present age, there is a 
pressing need for credibility, in­
tegrity and relevance in our 
churches. ■

The church which 
expresses only an 
inrisible concern 
for Ilie welfare of 
an invisible soul 

in an invisible 
world is certainly 
not a Vew Testa­

ment church.
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by Fred Miller 
Austin, Tex.

All adults are narrow. All Baptist 

preachers are egotistical and removed 
from the mainstream of life; All young 
homemakers are unfulfilled and wish 
they were working at more creative 
tasks. All Conscientious Objectors are 
scared of the draft, lazy and against 
the present political scheme. All these 
statements are subject to question.

Recently, (January 8, 1969) I filed 
as a conscientious objector to war. 
While in seminary I had given deep 
thought to the IV-D classification which 
is granted without question to ministe­
rial students. It did not seem right that 
such a classification is granted to those 
of us who are professional ministers 
and students. There was not enough 
question however to cause me to return 
my IV-D classification.

After leaving seminary I went to New 
York City to be a part of the Metropol­
itan Urban Study Program in the field 
of mass media, still exempt from the 
draft. The First Baptist Church of 
Austin, Tex. then employed me as 
minister to youth and director of 
Radio-TV. I was reclassified as I-A 
when I began full-time work since I 
had not been ordained. Faced with three 
legal possibilities these questions arose:
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go to the service, become ordained, or 
file as a C.O.

Before making any decision I wrote 
my draft board asking for information 
concerning C.O.’s. In return I received 
a form which had to be completed in 
30 days or would henceforth be void. 
It is highly frustrating to ask for in­
formation and receive an ultimatum. 
If I were going to file it must be within 
the month. But did I know enough to 
file? Could I honestly and with good 
conscience make application as a C.O.? 
All I knew was that I had deep reserva­
tions about the war in Vietnam, and 
about war in general as it relates to 
my Christian pilgrimage. Dilemma 
causes action for me, so I began to read 
and try to establish what I believed and 
why. Where did my beliefs originate? 
All of these thoughts were highlighted 
by the classification form which I read 
many times. Following are the questions 
from SSS FORM NO. 150, Special 
Form for Conscientious Objector, and 
the answers which came to me out of. 
study, thought and prayer.

1. Describe the nature of your belief 
which is the basis of your claim and 
state why you consider it to be based 
on religious training and belief.

My belief as a conscientious objec­
tor is not based on a literal interpreta­
tion of the sixth commandment of God 
as found in Exodus 20:13. My belief 
as a conscientious objector is also not 
based on the literal words of Jesus the 
Christ as found in the Sermon on the 
Mount recorded by Matthew in the 
New Testament. My objections to 
killing or to participating in a military 
system which teaches meeting violence 
with a more violent reaction are based 
on the total life of Jesus Christ. His 
life style was one of love toward neigh­
bors, both friend and foe, and I hasten 
to add that Christ’s life style cannot 
be understood apart from his death or 
resurrection. My belief also is based in 
the Father God who loves all men 
impartially and sets infinite value on 
every human being. It would be an 
exercise in futility for me to ti ’ to 
defend pacifism with proof text rom 
the New Testament. In the same ^ht, 
I think it is an exercise in futility*  
try to defend our nation’s foreign r ’licy 
and military approach with a pro ram 
such as "rdffder under Caesar.” / gain 
I say, my belief is based on the tc ality 
of the Christ life style.

2. Explain how, when and 'rom
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whom or from what source you re­
ceived the religious training and ac­
quired the religious belief which is the 
basis of your claim. (Include here, 
where applicable, such information as 
religion of parents and other members 
of family; childhood religious training; 
religious and general education; expe­
riences at school and college; organiza­
tional memberships and affiliations; 
books and other readings which in­
fluenced you; association with clergy­
men, teachers, advisers or other individ­
uals which affected you; and any other 
materials which will help give the local 
mard the fullest possible picture of how 
our beliefs developed.)
My training is derived from a father 

■ho is a Christian minister; from at- 
nding a “Christian university"; from 
udying theology at a seminary; and 

■ om further work in the field of theol- 
gy in the urban world in New York 
ity, My teachings as a child were 
ntered in the theory and practice 

; at violence is the worst way to settle 
dispute. My teachings from home also 
nter in first, allegiance to a Father 
od; second, allegiance to my family; 

nd third, allegiance to my country. (It 
•ust be noted here that I am very 
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proud of my country and believe in the 
democratic system.) I became a church 
member at the age of 10 and a Christ 
follower around the age of 19.

Some books which weigh heaviest in 
my philosophy of life are: The Gospels 
of the New Testatment; The Meaning of 
Persons by Paul Tournier; The New 
Testament Basis of Pacifism by Mc­
Gregor; and Trumpelf of Conscience by 
Martin Luther King.

Some men who have shared with me 
their lives and call me into constant 
question in dealing with the Christian 
stance in today's world are: Browning 
Ware, Christian minister in Beaumont, 
Tex.; Riley Eubank, Christian minister 
in Waco, Tex.; Wayne Oates, psychol­
ogy professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; 
and Blake Smith, Christian minister in 
Austin, Tex.1

3. To what extent does your religious 
training and belief restrict you from 
ministering to the sick and injured, 
either civilian or military, or from 
serving in the Armed Forces as a non- 
combatant without weapons?

My training and belief are now such 
that I just don’t think in our techno­
logical and advanced society we need 

to meet violence with a more violent 
reaction. I’m- certainly sure that I do 
not have the answers, but I do feel 
we are beyond this stage of inhumanity. 
If I may use an illustration I offer the 
following. "There once was a day when 
incest was widely practiced, but society 
saw that it was wrong and moved be­
yond it. There once was a day when 
infanticide was practiced, but mothers 
began to realize that a mark on a baby 
did not deny its worth as a human 
being. Then there was a time when 
slavery was widely practiced, but a 
growing sense of human dignity and 
worth pervaded until we had the most 
costly war our own nation has ever 
known. But during this time of war, 
children knew that Negroes would no 
longer be treated as slaves and that 
their sons and daughters would have 
an opportunity to live together. Could 
it be that the next step which we need 
to take is to find ways to settle disputes 
through technological and sociological 
techniques and that our children and 
grandchildren will look back and say, * 
‘War is as inhumane as slavery or in=’ 
cest or infanticide’?"’

Rather than tell of the problems 
continued 
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continued

caused by my position, I simply offer 
these excerpts from letters to attempt 
to convey some of the conflict.

The first is a letter from my mother 
who is genuinely concerned. “. . . We 
have the best country in the world and 
I am proud of it and all the freedom 
and opportunities it offers. . . . Once 
you said you were a pacifist. Could it 
be that you still are? I hope not. That 
has grieved me greatly. . . . Surely you 
must be proud to be an American and 
be willing to defend our flag and our 
way of life. To do less is ingratitude 
for everything good that has come your 
way . . . We love you both, Mother.”

The second is a paragraph written to 
a friend. "... I move with worry that 
I'm really not this moral. How can a 
guy who is like the total Fred Miller 
really deny his country at the point of 
foreign policy and military in light of 
the Christ and Christian teachings? I 
really know so little about Christ and 
about life. Yet there is this compulsion 
that this is wbat I should do. This is 
the time that the question should be 
thrust into the arena. After today, life 
may be very different. Kathy stands 
with me, but she too is very 
anxious . . .”

A friend who earlier had turned in

his draft card wrote: . . You . . . 
brought . . . some familiar feelings. 
On the one hand there is the sense of 
contentment and peace because you 
know you've done what you felt you 
must do, but also there is the pain you 
feel because you know that some of 
those closest to you will never under­
stand. Even though applying for a C.O. 
is more socially accepted than turning 
in or burning a draft card, it still is 
looked on as weakness, if not cowardice, 
especially when ‘the national security is 
at stake.’ . . .

“. . . This war is such a disgrace, 
so gloriously ignoble, that I find myself 
justifying legal as well as illegal tactics 
for avoiding service. At this point I 
think that all of the moral indignation 
that this country has the capacity of 
raising has been raised. Enough martyrs 
have been made. The great need is 
for people of sensitivity and depth of 
understanding to help mend the 
wounds. ... I hope you won’t feel 
compelled to give up a classification 
that would allow you to act as this 
kind of physician. . . .”

And finally a relative suggested: 
“. . . I think you are taking too much 
responsibility on your own shoulders. 
You are creatures of your environment

and are in no way responsible for the 
conditions you were born into. . . . 
I do not think war pleases God but 
when evil powers seek to destroy Chris­
tianity God expects his pebple to resist. 
And in the resistance it is not the in­
dividual who is doing the killing but 
‘the powers that are ordained of 
God.’ . . .

“. . . I feel that joining the con­
scientious objectors would permanently 
cut off most, if not all, opportunities 
to witness. And I am afraid your chil­
dren would never understand ... a 
man may have to live for 50 years with 
the decision a boy makes. . . .”

It’s interesting that until the time of 
Constantine few, if any, Christ followers 
engaged in military participation of any 
kind.

(Recently, Miller received his ' on- 
scientious Objector classification. ‘ : do 
feel that this was the right cours of 
action for me and the pressure has 
lessened considerably," he «•>-

Footnotes
i Now of the men mentioned ever gave direct 

councirfor the action which I have taken how­
ever it is their influence as persons who tea •. ano 
practice idealism, hope and Integrity whi- ■’ 010 
influence my decision. , .

“From conversation with Dr. Blake Sir in m 
September, 1968.

member oK Trinity Baptist Church 
ound three intoxicated women huddled 

:n a nearly collapsed building—no water, 
heat, electricity, plumbing or food. The 
nurch member notified Pastor Buckner 
ranning.
"I called a lawyer friend of mine, 

'obby Myers," Fanning said, “and ar- 
anged for the church to help these 

women for one month, until they could 
• ecover and make other plans for them- 
-elves.” The “one month" had stretched 
into three years.

The Alpha Home operates with 
its own independent board of di­
rectors and budget attempting to help 
alcoholic women make the difficult 
transition from the state hospital or 
physicians care back into normal 
society.

Religious denominations have, in the 
past, been notoriously slow in dealing 
with problems of alcoholism—preach­
ing against it, to be sure, but not coming 
to grips with the problems of rehabili­
tation and spiritual sustenance of al­
coholics ready to resume or assume 
their place in the straight society.^

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) has 
met varying degrees of resistance and 
cooperation from religious groups over 
the years. Even though AA assists all 
alcoholics without regard to race, creed, 
color or religious persuasion, several 
members admit that it can lead a person 
to a religious decision, and AA does 
encourage members to summon spiritual 
guidance from a higher power.

“This is where Christians should step 
in," Fanning said. And the 4,000- 
member congregation doesn’t have to 
step far. Located just across the street 
from the church building the house 
Lterally is a ministry on the doorstep.

President of the Alpha Home Board 
"• Bob Burdick, San Antonio insurance 
■ nan and member of Trinily for the past 
live years. Burdick spoke bluntly about 

is beliefs concerning church responsi­
bly for social action. “If Trinity Bap- 
st Church wasn’t committed to 
ograms such as Alpha Home and 
•nestly involved in people-oriented 
ojects, I wouldn't be a member.

Being a Christian is not being able 
fill in those little blocks on your

<clope every Sunday, it's beirtg in- 
ived. Too many church members 
udernn the things that Christ accepted 
his day," Burdick continued. "Our 

ung people are trying to tell us 
mething . . . about this conflict be­
en what we preach and what we 
Ua">' d0 " continu'd

Coming 
to 
Grips 
With 
Rehabilitation
by John D. Carter 
Dallas, Tex.

Resident director Helen Fain
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Coining 
to 
Grips 
With 
Rehabilitation

Fanning and Burdick both ag :ed 
that churches should stop standing on 
the sidelines assessing guilt and a .ng 
as self-appointed judges, but sh j|d 
attempt to help the victims of alc< .ol.

“It’s a vicious circle. Drinking ca ses 
guilt, guilt drives you back to di nk, 
then you are racked with guilt bee use 
you give in to the compulsion ag n," 
said the pastor.

Every alcoholic in our nation, and 
there are approximately five millio i of 
them, is permanently an alcoholic. 
They cannot afford to take even one 
drink, or a relapse almost certainly will 
come. Out of this group, approximately 
one milion are women.

“I know I run the risk of being mis­
understood when I say this,” Fanning 
stated, “but Jesus never specifically 
talked to anyone about being ‘saved,’ 
in th? context that we know it, but he 
talked about being ‘forgiven.’ Our re­
ligion has sometimes produced un­
natural, unbiblical guilts."

Alpha Home has approximately 100 
alumni, and 96 of those still keep in 
touch with either Fanning or the res­
ident director, Helen Fain. A very few 
of these still attend church at Trinity.

One woman in this latter group was 
recently reunited with her husband. 
They had been separated as a result of 
her drinking problem. She had several 
relapses after “drying out" in hospitals 
and had twice tried to commit suicide.

“God has worked a miracle in my 
life,” she exclaimed. “He has brought 
me and my husband back together. 
I’m proud to say that now I’m a sober 
alcoholic. The Alpha Home has such 
a homey, respectable atmosphere. I 
still like to visit there once in a while. 
It is a second home to me ano it’s 
the first place I’d go if I felt that I 
needed help."

A unique feature of the Alpha 1 'ome 
program is that attendance at AA 
meetings is mandatory, while ci irch 
attendance is voluntary. Since the ' >me 
is located across the street fron the 
church sanctuary, many of the / pha 
Home residents avail themselves c. the 
opportunity for worship, but othc . go 
to other churches or synagogue^ the 
city and a few do not go anywhi e a> 
all.

TheAome has a firm policy o not 
administering any medical or p1 chi- 
atric treatment, and will accept new 
boarders only on referral from a ho- >ital.
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loctor or state vocational-rehabilitation 
ounselor. The important job of bridg- 

,ng the gap between the world of the 
female alcoholic and straight society 
■ias fallen to Helen Fain, who lives in 
the home and serves as director.

Helen became an alcoholic when she 
was very young, but has not succumbed 
io the almost ever-present temptation 
for 22 years. She was brought up as a 
Baptist, but later followed her husband 
into the Presbyterian denomination. Af­
ter ignoring religion for many years, 
the spiritual aspects of the Alcoholics 
Anonymous program gradually brought 
her back into a reacceptance of God as 
'.'a power to draw courage and forgive­
ness from."

Due to her long period of sobriety, 
Helen has been an interested and in­
formed observer of the changes in pub­
lic attitudes toward alcoholism over the 
past 20 years. “I find much more com­
passion and understanding everywhere 
today. Church sponsorship of Alpha 
Home is evidence of the changed spirit.

“It isn’t always the fault of the 
churches that they aren’t reaching us— 
it was, and is, our own sense of guilt 
that keeps the church from helping us. 
We go into church and look around and 
feel that we don’t belong there," she 
added.

As in all facilities of its type, Alpha 
Home has its scattered evidence of in­
side jokes. Magazine and TV ads con­
cerning liquor and beer evoke wise­
cracks. On the mantle is a novelty store 
ashtray in the shape of a flattened bot- 
:le inscribed, “I got smashed in San An- 
' ■mio." •

"Fatigue is the big enemy of alco- 
’olics," Helen declares. “You just un-
'nsciously reach for a drink." This is 
ie reason why the home always tries 
1 reach the exact comfortable ratio of 

• ork, recreation and relaxation. One 
■ct that stands out is that most of the 
omen residing in Alpha Home (and 
ose who were graduated) are heavy 
•ain smokers. Cigarettes serve as an 
cape hatch for nervous energy and 
sire for “that one drink."
Helen says that she would be happy 
correspond with anyone wanting to

1 up a similar home. Pastor Fanning 
peatedly encourages other churches 
begin projects in this vein. “It doesn’t 

kc a tremendous cash outlay, Trin-
s contribution to Alpha Home 
ougK our budget is $6,000 per year.
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There are many churches who could 
afford that amount."

Another barrier to overcome is self­
ishness or provincialism. Trinity mem­
ber Bob Marx, a Texas Education 
Agency Vocational Rehabilitation execu­
tive serving on the Alpha Home board, 
put it this way, "In the past, churches 

Smoking—a substitute habit
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were never called upon to help because 
they always demanded a return on their 
investment.”

Fanning's version of the same point 
was “We must learn to serve the Lord 
without worrying about who gets the 
credit—and without trying to manipu­
late the results.” ■



LET'S QUIT BLAMING )UR POLITY
by George W. Knight 

Hermitage, Tenn.
F ew Southern Baptist person­
alities from out of the past were 
as colorful as J. B. Gambrell, who 
served as pastor, editor, denomi­
national executive and educator 
during his ministry of more than 
60 years. His witticisms, anecdotes 
and homespun illustrations were 
disarming and delightful.

Gambrell was in classic form 
while presiding over the annual 
session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention at Atlanta in 1919. Af­
ter listening to a representative of 
the Inter-Church World movement 
address the group, inviting Southern 
Baptists to join this church union 
organization, Gambrell took the 
floor.
^•“1 will give you a^bit of infor­
mation about Baptists," the de­
nominational statesman intoned to­
ward the visiting speaker. "Baptists 
do not have popes. THey never put 
anybody where they can’t put him 
down. And another thing: Baptists 
never ride a horse without a bri­
dle.”1

Gambrell’s statement is a classic 
illustration of the historic Baptist 
emphasis on freedom and inde­
pendence. Throughout their history 
Baptists have insisted'-that their in­
dividual churches are free and dem­
ocratic bodies with the power to 
rule themselves under the lordship 
of Christ. The idea of an ecclesi­
astical hierarchy making decisions 
that are binding on individual con­
gregations has always rubbed 
against the grain of most Baptists. 
For good or ill, we are known as 
the denomination which sends 
"messengers” rather than “dele­
gates” to the annual convention 
and which rebels against the use 
of the term, “The Southern Bap­
tist Church.”

The autonomy of the local 
church is a precious part of our 
Baptist heritage that ranks along­
side religious liberty and the priest­
hood of all believers in importance. 
Furthermore, local church auton­
omy is actually rooted on a sound 

philosophical-theological base. Ba; 
tists trust the democratic proces 
they believe that members of a cor 
gregation have the ability and in 
tegrity to interpret the will of Gc.i 
and decide for themselves on a co: - 
rect course of action. What is this*  
but an affirmation of the, dignity 
and worth of every individual?

In the midst of a secular society 
with its relentless pressures for con­
formity, Baptists must continue to 
witness to the ideals of freedom 
and individuality, which are magni­
fied through the autonomy of the 
local church. However, Baptist 
polity must not be used as an 
escape hatch to deliver us from our 
responsibility in the modern world. 
In recent years Baptists have tended 
to cheapen this historic Baptist 
distinctive by using it as a conven­
ient excuse for our lack of involve­
ment in the critical issues of the 
hour.

Urbanization and the inner-city. 
One of these critical issues is urban­
ization and its corollaiy, the inner 
city. The decade of 1960 will prob­
ably go down in Southern Baptist 
annals as the years when the de­
nomination first became aware of 
urban sprawl, ghettoization, inner- 
city decay and the decline of 
churches and church programs in 
changing urban neighborhoods. Ur­
banization is what’s happening in 
America, and the problems that go 
along with this sociological process 
likely will be compounded in future 
years.

During the 1960’s dozens >f 
Southern Baptist churches—a d 
other Protestant churches as well - 
sold their property in the ini :r 
cities and moved with the major y 
of their members to the outly: g 
suburbs. This out-migration >f 
mainline Protestant groups has bi n 
so extensive in some de*  g 
neighborhoods that only the Cat > 
lies and a few struggling evangeli al 
groups remain. Some Southern B > 
tist churches have tried to rati- a- 
alize their exodus by reverting '.o 
Baptist polity. The argument g"es

something like this:
“Baptist churches are free and 

independent bodies. Each church 
must draw its support from its own 
members. What can we do but re­
locate when our members move 
away our finances begin to drop? 
We can’t possibly compete with the 
Catholics, who pool their resources 
through their dioceses to keep their 
inner-city churches alive."

The subtle implication of this 
statement is that Baptist polity is 
not equal to the challenge of the 
twentieth century. If our Baptist 
polity prevents our ministering to 
human need, then it’s time we re­
ject the autonomy of the local 
church and replace it with a gov­
erning board or a presbytery. Our 
form of church government is not 
more important to God than the 
spiritual needs of persons in the 
ghetto.

The truth is that Baptist polity is 
not to blame for our ponderous, 
snaillike response to the challenge 
of the urban crisis. We have tended 
to blame our form of church gov­
ernment for our own apathy and 
sense of frustration about the 
city. Autonomous Baptist churches, 
through a meeting of minds, can 
decide to work together to support 
foreign missionaries on the other 
side of the ocean. Irdnically, it 
seems to be taboo for 30 or 40 of 
these same churches in a metropoli­
tan area to extend a helping hand 
to one of their struggling sister 
churches in a decaying neighbor­
hood right downtown. For some 
strange reason, this is considered 
a “violation” of Baptist polity.

If Southern Baptists want to be 
on the cutting edge of what’s hap­
pening today and tomorrow, they 
must develop an adequate strategy 
for reaching the city. This almost 
certainly will involve more coopera­
tion among local Baptist churches 
and perhaps even bold new ven­
tures in inter-church ministries 
among urban dwellers. Such an ap­
proach presents no threat to Bap­
tist polity; it is simply an example 
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of independent Baptist congrega­
tions deciding to work together in 
a common objective.

Participation in the ecumenical 
movement. Another characteristic 
of life in the 1960’s has been ecu­
menical dialogue among various 
church groups throughout the 
world. On a national level Southern 
Baptists have participated for the 
past few years in the North Ameri­
can Baptist Fellowship, an infor­
mal fellowship-discussion organiza­
tion composed of representatives of 
most of the Baptist denominations 
in North America. Its purpose is 
simply to improve relationships and 
communications among these Bap­
tist bodies. However, this small 
venture into "ecumenical" waters 
has done little to change Southern 
Baptists’ image as the most anti- 
ecumenical major Protestant de­
nomination in the United States.

Southern Baptists have refused

"Baptist polity must 
not be used 

as an escape hatch 
to deliver us from 
our responsibility 

in the modern world.”

steadfastly td join the National and 
World Councils of Churches or any 
other interdenominational ecumeni­
cal group, in spite of the worthy 
work these groups are doing. Our 
excuse generally has been that the 
Southern Baptist Convention has 
neither the right nor the authority 
to commit our thousands of self- 
governing churches to membership 
in any organization.

This classic Southern Baptist 
position on joining ecumenical 
councils was spelled out by messen­
gers attending the 1940 session of 
the Convention. In reply to an invi-

con tinned
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evangelism of any city in America. A spiritual 
awakening, in this, the world's leading city, 
could penetrate into the life of our whole 
nation.
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and participate in what promises to be one of 
the greatest of all Billy Graham Crusades.

Send the coupon below to:

BILLY GRAHAM NEW YORK CRUSADE-1969
P.O. BOX 2761. NEW YORK. N. Y. 10001

□ I'll pray lot the Crutede, please send prayer brochure.
□ I am enclosing $-------- to help support the Crusgle.
□ Please send N.Y. vacation and hotel information.

NAME-----------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS------------------------------------------------
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FOR THE TREE
OF THE FIELD
IS MAN’S LIFE

Deuteronomy 20.19

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Cambridge University Press has 
made Bibles fince 1591. When yo 

own a Cambridge Bible, you own 
a book made with craftsmanship 

inherited through twelve generations.

A tree stands straight
in spite of storm and season. 

Just so is a man’s life when,
with the Bible as his guide, 

he grows strong and is steadfast.

LETS QUIT 
BLAMING 
OUR POLITY
tation to join the World Council of 
Churches, the messengers approved 
the following statement:

The Southern Baptist Convention 
is a voluntary'association of Baptists 
for the purpose of eliciting, combin­
ing and directing the energies of our 
denomination in missionary activity 
at home and abroad, and in educa­
tional and benevolent work through­
out the world. Our Convention has 
no ecclesiological authority. It is in 
no sense the Southern Baptist Church. 
The thousands of churches to which 
our Convention looks for support... 
cherish their independence and would 
disapprove of any attempted exercise 
of ecclesiastical authority over them. 
. . . In the light of these considera­
tions. we feel impelled to decline the 
invitation to membership in the 
World Council of Churches. -

This reasoning is sound. The 
Southern Baptist Convention is a 
voluntary-association of individual 
Baptists rather than an organiza­
tion of churches. For some strange 
reason, however, the question of 
polity has never prevented the 
Southern Baptist Convention from 
affiliating and cooperating with the 
Baptist World Alliance. Member­
ship in this international Baptist fel­
lowship is for “apy general union, 
convention, conference or associa­
tion of Baptist churches."3 *

The Southern Baptist Convention

“One suspects that 
our polity plays 
the role of the 
chameleon; it 

changes color to suit 
our desires."

is affiliated with the Baptist World 
Alliance as a "general convention 
of Baptist churches." Yet, we have 
steadfastly maintained that our

v. 1969

continued front page 29

Convention is not an organization 
of churches but an association of 
individual Baptists, completely lack­
ing in authority to commit our 
churches to membership in any or­
ganization. One suspects that in the 
area of ecumenical relations our 
Baptist polity plays the role of the 
chameleon; it changes color to 
suit our desires. We want nothing 
to do with "entangling" interde­
nominational ecumenical councils, 
so we use Baptist polity as a con­
venient excuse for our refusal to 
join. With the Baptist World Alli­
ance. however, it becomes exped­
ient to waive our polity for the sake 
of cooperation with "our kind of 
people."

Let's quit blaming our polity for 
our failure to be ecumenical-mind­
ed and cooperate with other Chris­
tians. If we remain cool toward the 
ecumenical movement, let's lay the 
blame where it really belongs—on 
our own pride and exclusivism and 
our fear of subjecting our beliefs to 
the careful scrutiny of the world­
wide community of Christians. Bap­
tist beliefs—including our form 
of church government—are sound 
enough to weather the most ex­
haustive examination. Why not 
broaden the circl| of our witness 
by entering into dialogue and co­
operation with other church groups?

The racial crisis. The dominant 
moral and social crisis of the 1960’s 
has been the question of equal 
rights and opportunities for the 
American Negro. This explosive 
topic is likely to continue grabbing 
headlines during the 1970‘s. The 
issue will not die—nor should it— 
until every vestige of discrimination 
against the Negro and other minor­
ity groups has been roofed out of 
American life.

It is a documented fact that 
Southern Baptists have been reluc­
tant to speak to this controversial 
issue and to put their weight behind 
any movement to improve race re- 

continued

cHereis
Security'!

An American Bible Society Annuity 
provides unfailing income for life

■ Large yield without risk
■ Every payment in full since 1843
■ No investment worries
■ Substantial tax savings > 
■ Deep Christian satisfaction 

/\n American Bible Society Annuity 
is an ideal investment for a man or 
woman looking toward retirement. 
It brings peace of mind. You may 
start with as link  as SI00. or con­
vert a large part of your estate to an 
Annuity.

*

Income starts immcdiatcly-up to 
8% depending on your age. Pay­
ments are largely tax-free and con­
tinue for life-may be arranged to 
include a survivor.

Your investment helps the Society’ 
to translate and distribute the Scrip­
tures in over 415 languages and 
dialects. And it gives you a personal 
part in carrying God's message of 
peace to a troubled world.

Every payment in full since 1843

American Bible Society HM-59
1865 Broadway, New York, N.Y, 10023
Please send mo without obligation now 
annuity rates and free booklet "A Gift that 
Lives."

Name-------------------------------------- ---------

Addrett----------------------------------------------

Chy---------------------------------- --------.-------

Stole----------------------------- .’ p

Oote ol Btih—.------------ ———------- ------------
Month Dov Yea,

I I do □ do not □ hove an A.B.S. Annuity



6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

FOR
OFFERIN£  ̂CIRCULAR

Tear/out and mail to 
BUT Landers, ADM.

Colorado Baptist General 
i Convention

P. O. Box 22005
Denver, Colorado 80222

Name .............................................

Address ................ ......... .........

LETS QUIT 
BLAMING 
OUR POLITY

continued from page 31

lations. For a long time we seemed 
to believe that our Convention 
could do nothing constructive about 
the problem. After all, there was 
the problem of Baptist polity. The 
Southern Baptist Convention is not 
an ecclesiastical hierarchy with 
authority over autonomous, local 
churches. For the messengers to go 
on record with a strong pronounce­
ment against prejudice would be a 
violation of Baptist polity. Further­
more, such action would likely 
cause local churches to stop their 
support of the Southern Baptist 
Convention mission causes.

A great deal of the objection to 
the "Statement on the Crisis in Our 
Nation” that finally wm passed by 
the Southern Baptist Convention at 
Houston in 1968 reveloved around 
these points. Speaking against the 
statement, one pastor said, “I think 
it was a mistake for this statement 
to be issued only by men who are 
on the payroll of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention . . . When issues 
and statements like this are brought

"Let’s quit bjaming 
our polity and use 

it creatively to 
proclaim God's 

redemption to an 
exploding world.”

before us, let them come from the 
grassroots.” Another Baptist pastor 
stated, “I’m opposed to this docu­
ment because I'm convinced its pas­
sage will mean a serious split in 
our Convention. Many of our peo­
ple and churches will be turned 
aside.”

Several months have passed since 
the passage of this statement, and 
these fears have not been realized. 
Even if some churches do leave the 
fold or quit giving to the Coopera­

tive Program, this still will n t 
nullify the correctness of the sta. 1 
which the Convention took.

Let’s quit using our polity as i 
convenient excuse for dragging o> r 
feet on the issues of racial equall y 
and human rights. Our Baptist 
polity never really has been a bar­
rier to our speaking out on the 
race question. The real hindrances 
have been lack of courage and pro­
phetic insight, fear of a drop in the 
Cooperative Program receipts, and 
—sad but true—the prejudice and 
fear in our own hearts.

At Houston, however, Southern 
Baptists crossed the bridge. The his­
toric 1968 Convention should prove 
once and for all that it is altogether 
fitting and proper for the Southern 
Baptist Convention to take a stand 
against racial prejudice and dis­
crimination—or any other pressing 
moral issues of the day. True, the 
Southern Baptist Convention has 
no authority to speak for individual 
Baptist churches, but the stand of 
the annual Convention is bound to 
influence the thinking of some peo­
ple at the grassroots level.

Our form of church polity is a 
precious part of our Baptist heri­
tage, and most of us would fight to 
preserve it. However, the autonomy 
of the local church was not intended 
to absolve Southern Baptists from 
facing the critical challenges of the 
twentieth century. Let’s quit blam­
ing our polity for our shortcomings 
and use it creatively to proclaim 
God's redemption and judgment to 
an exploding world. With coura -e- 
ous leadership and prophetic visi », 
we can improve our record dur ng 
the coming decade.■

l E. C. Routh, The Life of Dr. J B- 
Gambrell (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma ub- 
lished privately, 1929), p. 128. *

2 "Reply to World Council of Churc. s," 
Annual of the Southern Baptist Conver on, 
1940, p. 99.

3 Artjgte III, Conitltutlon of the B. tin 
World Alliance; cited in The Truth hai 
Makes Men Free: Official Report of the 
Eleventh Congress, Baptist World Alli ice, 
Miami, Florida, 1965 (Nashville: Broa- nan 
Press, 1966), p. 546.

Waco, Texas 76703

GET ANY 5FREE “
Family Record Club / Waco, Texas 7
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41 sung by Mary Jayne
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da With Ma; Ba. 
he Sunut; 10

152. Soma Golden Day. 
break other treat favor­
ites by concert orchestra.

an. Beneath The Cross; 
Moment By Moment; other 
Frank Botti favorites.

'«■ Probably the most 
• mous single sermon by 

। contemporary. Or. R. G. Crow; Who Is On The 
Lord's Side?; end other 
favorites.

345. A dramatic presenta­
tion of man's voyage to 
eternity.

42*. Ray Hildebrand - 
....... ays and sings

3T*. Amulng Grace; In 
The Sweet By And By; 8 
others.

30. A Mighty Fortress Is 
Out God; Lead On. 0 King 
Ettmal; Majestic music 
with Ihs Cathedral 
Symphony.

Here's all you do:
1. Choose the 5 free albums from the 35 below.
2. Choose an additional album to be sent to you at half price (S2.49).
3. Fill out the coupon and mail it today. Send no money; we’ll bill you.
4. When your 6 albums arrive, listen to them for 10 days.

SHlfMAItS 01 Uh

244. Close to Ths*;  Face
Ettmal; Now The Day Is 
Over; 13 more

235. Graham's great set 
mon on The Second 
Comma.

E/ and will buy

Thereafter. I get one album I KI I

Please send the following album at

EL; NAME__________________
ADDRESS.
CITY.
PHONE.

.STATE________ ZIP CODE____

If you decide to make your record seleciions a permanent part of your 
Christian record library, the total cost of all 6 is only S2.49. You will 
automatically be accepted as a regular member of the Family Record 
Club, to take full advantage of this outstanding opportunity to bring a 
treasury of Christian music into your home at low, low prices. If you 
return your trial order within 10 days, all charges will be cancelled.

422. Just A Closer Walk; 
Saviour like A Shepherd;
9 other favorites

427. All The Way My Sav •3(1. Abiding Love; I Have 
Christ In My Heart; and 
others.

317. The Haven Of Rost: 
Count Your Blessings; 10 
more, sung by Burl Ives

413. On Jordan's Stormy 
Banks; I'm Bound For The 
Piomiied Land; 11 mote.

3(5. Heavenly Sunshine; 
lesus Loves The Little 
Children; etc.

•M. There's A New Song 
» My Heart; I Just Keep 

1 'uslmg My lord; many 
note.

r« JMES SISTERS

SIMNKRtb*

342. This Is My Father's 
World; Groat Is Thy Faith- 
fulness;

Trust In Jesus; I Got A 
Robe; 10 other Joylul 
hymns

425. Down By The River- 
side; Oh. I Navor Shall 
Fortet The Day; 10 others.

3(0. 0 Leva That Wilt Not
Stranger; others

How Groat Thou Art; 
' Greater Than Our 

1 othersi; 11

430. Gonna Build A Moun­
tain; I Wants Go Thi

424. When The Roll It 
Called Up Yonder; Whan 
The Saints Go Marching 
In; 10 more.

310. in The Sweat By And 
By; Thore Is Ono Loved 
Me So; etc.

311. I Know Who Holds 
Tomorrow; Someday He'll 
Mako It Plain; 10 others

nnmnuBni
33. Just A Closer Walk 
With Thee; Nobody Knows 
The Trouble I See, 12 
other gospel favorites

431. This Is My Father's 
World; When Love Shines 
In; etc. featuring Lorin 
Whitney at the ortan.

The Lord; Bolide The Still 
Waters; 10 more.

FvH lou'C/u|

212. Touch The Hand 01 
The lord; Whan The Roll 
Is Called Up Yonder; etc.

211. Gert Behanna i hu­
morous and unique life 
story has thrilled a nation.

41*.  The Church In The 
Wildwood; Whispering
favorites.
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Missionary 
Appointees
1. Hershel Henry Henkel of Afton, Tex. is serving as sup-, in- 
tendent of missions for the Cochise and Mount Graham 
Associations in Willcox, Ariz. A former pastor of Love Bapt st 
Church in Phoenix, Ariz., he graduated from (Lubbock) 
Texas Tech and attended Wayland Baptist College in 
Plainview, Tex. He also has served as pastor to First Bapu >t 
churches in Tonkawa, Boise City and Hominy, Okla. His 
birthday is Oct. 5. '
2. Raymond Ryuzaburo Ozasa of Kyoto, Japan is serving as 
missionary to the Japanese in Mill Valley, Calif. A graduate . 
of Kwansei Gakuin University in Japan, and Golden Gate Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, he is pastor of 
a Japanese language mission in Tiburon, Calif. He also has 
been pastor of Berkeley (Calif.) United Methodist Church 
and of several churches in Japan. His birthday is May 4.
3. Mrs. Kuniko Ozasa of Nishinomiya City, Japan is serving 
with her husband as missionary to the Japanese in Mill Valley, 
Calif. Also a graduate of Kwansei Gakuin University and 
Golden Gate Seminary, she was a high school teacher 
in Japan. Her birthday is June 25.
4. William Hugh Foster of Ponca City, Okla, is serving as 
director of weekday ministries of Madison Avenue Baptist 
Church and Northern Kentucky Baptist Association in 
Covingtdn, Ky. Former minister of education to Olympia 
Baptist Church in Miami, Fla., he is a graduate of Union 
University in Jackson, Tenn, and New Orleans (La.) 
Baptist Theological Seminary. He also has served as minister 
of education and music in churches in Mississippi and Florida. 
His birthday is Aug. 15.
5. Mrs. Katherine Stanford Foster of Milford, Tex. is serving 
with her husband in directing weekday ministries- of Madison 
Avenue Baptist Church and Northern Kentucky Baptist 
Association in Covington, Ky. She attended Northern Oklahoma 
Junior College and Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.
Her birthday is July 25.
6. Charles Wayman Brashear of Brownwood, Tex. is serving 
as superintendent of missions for the Capital City Baptist 
Association in.Columbus, Ohio. Former pastor of Central 
Baptist Church in Niles, Ohio, he also has served as pastor of 
seven Texas churches. He is a graduate of Midwestern 
University in Wichita Falls, Tex. and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. His birthday is Oct. 5.
7. Mrs. Dorothy Jean Brashear, a native of Coleman, Tex., is 
assisting her husband with his duties as superintendent of 
missions for the Capital City Association. She also teaches art 
and is a portrait artist. Her birthday is Oct. 25.
8. Sidney Smith Jr., a native of Corpus Christi, Tex., is sc ving 
as director of cooperative Christian ministries in Los 
Angeles. He was appointed by the Department of Metropo tan 
Missions in cooperation with the Southern Baptist Gener 1 
Convention of California. A former correctional officer 
for San Quentin Prison in Marin County, Calif., he is a gr“uate 
of the University of Corpus Christi and Golden Gate Bar ist 
Theological Seminary in Mill Va^py, Calif. His birthday h 
Oct. 21.
(Most of these missionary appointees are appointed jointly </' 
HMB and the state convention where they serve and/or other Hapttst 
groups.)
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YOUNG READERS 
DICTIONARY
OF THE BIBLE

Illustrated by Tom Armstrong. Designed for use with 
the RSV, this helpful dictionary covers most important 
persons, places, and events of the Bible. Includes 
carefully researched illustrations, thirteen full-color 
maps, two page-size maps in black and white, numerous 
spot maps, and time chart. Text and map cross ref-

A :. erences. All ages. $5.95

YOUNG READERS BIBLE*
A Revised Standard Version Bible designed especially 
to challenge today’s young readers. Includes large pages 
(81/2"xll"), three different sizes of type, bold-face subject 
headings to outline each book, chapter and verse head­
ings and much more. Over 600 illustrations. All ages. $6.95

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Abingoon Press
•Publithrd by A. J. Holman Co. and diftributrd 
exrlutivrly by Abinydon I’rrit.



a report to thoughtful laymen...

z Are you letting 
the new law tighten your 

minister’s belt?

letters
continued from page 4

•ncntioned, will be out-of-date before the 
ink dries on Hudson’s commitment. At 
least the old covenant words have lasted a 
■iiindred years or so. I refer here to such 
expressions as “aloneness," "set-up" and 
peel off," and while he chides the old 

covenant for split infinitives, he ends a 
•entence with “and find time and energy 
for" instead "for which we find time and 
energy."

Let’s have a new covenant, by all 
ncans, and let’s express profound apprecia­
tion to Hudson for calling it to our atten­
tion so vividly, but let’s forego his 
contribution! Would that someone might 
write us something with a timeless quality 
about it, one that commits us to His 
tasks for us, and yet one that does so 
with sound theology and good grammar. 
Indeed, would a motion be in order at 
New Orleans?

David P. Haney 
Annapolis, Md.

Last year a Social Security change was made that 
went unnoticed by most laymen. Yet its impact 
will permanently affect most ministers.

. From now on the option of being under Social 
Security is taken away. Now all ministers (except 
those whose conscience forbids it) will pay the 
Social Security tax. And those who were already 
covered had their payments increased—with a “tax 
bite" that goes much deeper than it does for em­
ployed laymen. That’s because Social Security 
regulations designate ministers as “self employed" 
persons. As such, they are required to pay two- 
thirds of the total tax. “Employees", on the other 
hand, pay only one-half of the tax, with their em­
ployers picking up the other half.

Let's take a minister earning $7,500 a year. The 
19^8 tax rate is 6.4r< of his salary or $480.00. A 
$7500 corporation employee, for example, would 
pay only 4.4'7 or $330. In 1969, the tax rate for 
ministers goes up to 6.9%.

This then becomes a drastic pay reduction for 
some ministers and an increasingly severe drop 
even for those who have been on the Social Security 
program—coming at a time when living costs arc 
climbing.

If you feel that your minister should be earning 
more, not less, than he formerly did, it would be 
perfectly correct to express your concern to a Pas­
toral Relations Committee Member or to on^’t 
the Church Trustees.

-ML
SINCf 1900

MINISTERS LIFE and casualty union
Ministers Life Building • Minneapolis, Minnesota 55416

Reprints of this public service message for distribution to your local church officials arc available on request.

• . . . This is long overdue and your 
courage in making this presentation which 
will be met with opposition from some 
directions is refreshing. While I cannot go 
along with all of the wording in ‘'A 
Church Commitment" which accompanies 
the article and was prepared by the writer, 
I am encouraged to work with our people 
on the adoption of a new covenant of 
some kind which will speak to today's 
church of today’s committed Christians.

If other of your readers submit to 
you sample "covenants” or “commitments" 
I shall appreciate you sharing them with 
us in the future.

H. Floyd Folsom 
Miami, Fla.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Many churches have 
shared sample “covenants/commitments" 
with us, and copies will be mailed to all 
who request them. If others wish to con­
tribute to the file, they will be appreciated.

• . . . Jesus, who knew more about the 
Holy Spirit than Hudson wilt ever know, 

Iways referred to Holy Spirit as “he" and 
lot as a mother of anything or anyone 

ee Matt. 12:32).
The men who wrote our present church 

ovenant may have been a hundred years 
■ack but any church member could under- 

■ind the words they used. Not so in the 
hurch commitment by Hudson. . . . 
•laybe Festus statement to Paul will apply 
’ Hudson: "Much learning doth make 
ce mad" (Acts 26: 24).

John B. Stephens 
Gravette, Ark.

• . . . No, no, our church covenant 
not outdated—It was in every part taken 
->m God's Holy Word and God's Word 
not outdated. We must not remove the 
1 landmarks and thus permit liberalism 

'•d sin to have permission, legally to be 
-icticed in our lives and churches. No, 
e covenant is not outdated.

■ Curtus Ellison
San Marcos, Tex.

fay. 1969

While in America to help with his country’s exhibit at the Chicago 
World’s Fair, young photographer, Jureidini was converted and bap­
tized. Going back to his native Beirut,.he witnessed in his studio and 
nearby villages. Has 4-page insert of phQtos. Ages 9-14 Paper, 75c

WITNESS IN ISRAEL
The Story of Paul Rowden 1
by John T. Carter f

Thrilling missionary experiences of Paul Rowden and his wife, 
Marjorie, who were appointed to Israel in 1951. They directed the 
George W. Truett Children's Home and taught in Nazareth Baptist 
School until his death in 1959. Has four pages of pictures. Ages 9-14 
MAY PERRY OF AFRICA Paper' 75C
by Susan Anderson

Inspiring story of a missionary-teacher in Africa who was deco­
rated by Queen Elizabeth II of England. Has four pages of photo­
graphs. Ages 9-12 Paper, 75<*

THE WIMPY HARPER STORY
by Jesse C. Fletcher

Tells of a rugged yet dedicated Christian missionary who was at 
home on his motorcycle, hunting, organizing new churches in the 
bush country of Africa, or working with lepers. Ages 13-up

Paper, 75cLIGHT ON THE RIVERFRONT H
The Story of Gladys Keith
by Marilyn Wagnon

Exciting adventures for Christ while working with men and wom­
en, boys and girls in the tough waterfront of New Orleans. Has four 
pages of photographs. Ages 9-up Paper, 75?

MESSENGER TO THE GOLDEN PEOPLE
The Story of Lonnie Iglesias 
by Margaret Iglesias

How the son of the village medicine man became a convert sto 
Christianity and the first Indian missionary to the "Golden People” 
of Panama. Has four pages of photographs. Ages 13-up Paper, 75^

Get your copies of these BROADMAN BOOKS 
from your Baptist Book Store
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FROM OXFORD - 
for Spring's many gift events

New! HANDY SIZ^EDITION t

THE NEW SCOFIELP
REFERENCE BIBLE WITH CONCORDANCE

This spring for the first time you can select a compact, light­
weight edition Of the best-selling evangelical study Bible, ideal 
for personal use and for every gift occasion.

The Handy Size New Scofield is complete with Con­
cordance, New Oxford Bible Maps with Index, and all the 
popular study features of the Large Size Edition. The King 
James Version text is printed in highly legible type on Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper.

Similar in page design to the Large Size Edition, the Handy 
Size New Scofield is available in four distinctive styles and a 
selection of colors, including a white binding for bridal use.

French Morocco, gold edges.
Black, Blue, or Red.

091 S3x. $16.95

White French Morocco, silver 
edges. Family Record.

09155x. $18.00

Cowhide, leather lined, gold edges.
Black, Blue, or Red.

091 S8x. $22.00

Natural Morocco, leather lined, 
gold edgesT Black, Blue, or Red. 

09159x. $25.00

1,600 pages; 16 pages of New 
Oxford Bible Maps with Index. 
Size: 5*/a  x 7>/t, only ’/•" thick. 
Each with ribbon marker; 09159x 
with two ribbon markers.
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--------ACTUAL TYPE SIZE---------  
7 <Lift up your heads, O ye gate 

and be ye lifted up, ye everlastin 
doors; and the 'King of glory shs 
come in.

8 Who is this King of glory? TI 
Lord strong and mighty, the Loi

Order from Your 
Baptist Book Store

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS / New York

JUNE 1: Harry D. Morgan, kla.. 
Army: Frederick A. Taylor, Mo., rmy. 
JUNE 2: Daniel P. Jenkins, La., 'my; 
Robert H. Rogers, Miss., Army: J;. . A. 
Hanberry, Ga., institutional. JUN 3: 
James W. Jones, Ark., Navy; A.N. ’ollis 
Jr., Ga., hospital. JUNE 4: Johnr j B. 
Dellinger, Ala., hospital; Oliver C. V dson 
Jr., Ga., hospital. JUNE 5: Roy J. U'ulli- 
love, Miss., Army; Ray W. Fullilove. diss.. 
Navy. JUNE 6: Nathan L. Mulloy, <M„ 
Army; Floyd E. Sims, Tex., Navy. JUNE 
7: William H. Barker, Miss., Air i orce. 
JUNE 8: James R. Perkins, Miss., Army; 
LeRoy W. Raley, Okla., hospital. JUNE 9: 
Marvin L. Gold, N.C., hospital.

JUNE 10: Elwyn G. Edwards, Fla., 
Army; Claude B. Marshall, N.C., Navy; 
Charles A. Shaw, Ga., Navy; Lee Butler. 
Tex., hospital. JUNE 11: Justus P. Selph, 
Tenn., Army; Sudderth A. Harms, Tex.. 
Air Force; Louis B. Parks, Tex., hospital. 
JUNE 12: Earl B. Keele, Mo., Navy. 
JUNE 1J: Ishmael L. Corona, Calif., hos­
pital; Harry McCartney,'Fla., hospital. 
JUNE 14: Iran N. Marks, Ark., Army; 
Leonard T. Melton, Fla., Army; William 
O. Graham, Fla., hospital; Arthur P. 
Graham, Va., institutional. JUNE 15: Jack 
E. Brown Jr., Wash., D.C., Army: Cecil 
R. Threadgill, Ala., Navy; William L.S. 
Keen, W. Va., Air Force; T.D. Whitehorn. 
Ark., hospital.

JUNE 17: Garee Michael Harrison. 
Neb., Navy; Blake J. Greer, W. Va., Army: 
Francis M. Marks, Okla., Army; Eli H. 
Campbell Jr., Ga., Navy; .Donald N. 
Paulson, Calif., Navy; Lawrence,B. Cobb. 
Ariz., hospital; Jared A. Walker. Ala,, 
hospital; W. Bryant Spivey, S.C., hospital. 
JUNE 19: Roland B. Armstrong. Mo,. 
Army; Robert E. Saunders, Tenn., Army: 
George P. Bowers, N.Y., Air Force: C.D. 
Salee, Tenn., hospital. JUNE 20: William 
E. Dodson, Ala., Navy: James N. Brister. 
Miss., hospital.

JUNE 21: Malcom Sadler, Ga., Army: 
Harry R. Thorpe, Tex., hospital: JUNE 
22: John D. Gould, Pa.. Navy: Fred W. 
Reid Jr.. N.G., hospital. JUNE 23: lames 
R. Barnett Jr., Tex., Army; Asa W. ;ones. 
Va., Navy. JUNE 24: Donald C. B eson. 
Mo., Army; Jasper J. Dean, Ala., \rmv: 
Donald B. Doggett, Tenn., Army: d r 
McDonald 111, Tex., hospital. JUNE 25: 
Jack S. Parham, Ga., Army. JUNE 26: 
James E. Leath, Tex., Air Force: obert 
L. Morrill, Mo.. Air Force; James . Na­
tions, Miss., Navy. JUNE 27: Shen in B 
Richards, Ky., Navy; Robert E. I Haro- 
Ga.. hospital: John M. Smith, S.C hos­
pital. JUNE 28: James M. Bragai Ala. 
Army: Donald W. Gover, Tex.. 
Donald H. Dillard, Ind., Navy: L. 
Slaughter. Mont., institutional.

JUNE 2fc Paul P. Everett, Kan.. \rmy: 
Henry G. Wade, Calif., Army: 1 ft 
Prager, Ala., hospital; Harold W. 5 roble- 
field, Tenn., hospital. JUNE 30: 0 - is R 
Hall. Okla.. Army; Joel R. Smiti Ga 
Air Force.

Chaplains 
Prayer 

Calendar

of Stimulating Discussion 
at Camps and Retreats

During the summer months, many churches have 
some type of retreat. Audiovisuals can be Jhe secret 
of an excellent program. The films on this page are 
from the SERMONS FROM SCIENCE SERIES. 
They may be used in teaching principles, to arouse 
thinking; or in stimulating discussion.

Other types of films for camps and retreats are 
listed on the inside back cover of the Baptist Film 
Center Filmlog.

TIME AND ETERNITY
An explanation of the meaning of time in space. 

The “time microscope” magnifies a split second. The 
"time compressor’^ squeezes days and weeks into a 
few minutes. This film is both thrilling and terrify­
ing. Eternity is presented as a scientific fact. Moody 
films. Color. 28 min. Rental, $15.00

THE STONES CRY OUT
Powerfully presents the message of the infallible 
rd of God. An inescapable conclusion that pro- 

i iims an unfailing God who fulfils his judgments
■■»n sin. Moody Films. Color. 45 min. Rental. $12.50

the prior claim
Demonstrates how scientific discoveries of today 

but discoveries of laws and possibilities bound 
in God’s original plan of creation. Even the trap, 
very symbol of man’s inventive genius, is found 

• nany forms among carnivorous plants. It is God 
" has the prior claim—not only on ideas but on 
human heart as well. Moody Films. Color, 28

Rental. $15.00

Other titles in the Sermons from Science Series 
are: City of the Bees, Hidden Treasures. Mystery of 
Three Clocks, The Professor and the Prophats, Facts 
of Faith. Windows of the Soul. Voice of the Deep, 
Dust or Destiny. Experience with an Eel.

Use the convenient form to order films from your 
Baptist Film Center.

Alternate
Films Date(s) Date(s) Rental

TIME AND ETERNITY $15.00
THE STONES CRY OUT $12.50
THE PRIOR CLAIM $15.00

. I

Send to: . Address _______
City State ZIP Code
Charge to: Address
City State ZIP Code

center
Projecting tie Hord of Truth
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SHOULD 
WE 
BE 

WORRIED
About HOME MISSIONS Circulation?

We are alternately hot and cold about it.
While circutetion has decreased over the years, we 

never have takeTi the time or the n|Dney to promote the 
magazine. We've spent all our resources on trying to pro­
duce a professional quality magazine (some of our read­
ers are alternately hot and cold about that).>

At most recent count, circulation stood at 94.645. 
about what it has been for the last three years (at one 
time, though, circulation was up to 130.000). The figure 
of the last three years is not as static as it might appear 
For example, in 1968 we lost slightly more than 2.600 
total in three states and picked up almost the exact same 
number of new readers in three other states.

We realize success is not necessarily reflected in cir­
culation figures, and we want to resist the temptation to 
redefine success simply because circulation isn't what it 
was ten years ago. We are not adverse to increased cir­
culation: but we are committed to presenting a Christian 
interpretation of society and missions to a readership we 
believe is mature enough to agree and disagree in crea­
tive exchange.

We don't want to sail under deceptive colors. We will 
send a few back copies to anyone who thinks HOME MIS­
SIONS is worth sharing with friends. Write us at 1350 
Spring St.. N.W.. Atlanta. Ga. 30309. It's only $1 a year: 
$2 for three years: 75« each for clubs of 10 or more: 
and 60c each for church budget subscriptions.

THE EDITORS

We were worried enough to devote this page to it.


