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LETTERS
From Our Readers

Cure for TV
Since many of veur^readers are mem­

bers, I believe that they will be interested 
to know that /CURE (Christians United 
for Responsible Entertainment) has sent in 
its petitions to the networks and FCC. We 
now number approximately 50,000 in 34 
continental statbL Hawaii and Canada.

Our protest concerns the use on TV of 
adult movies and the excessive violence 
and sadism. We ask for the networks to 
plan more character-building programs for 
our nation’s youth, but each member is 
prepared to refuse to buy the products of 
sponsors of objectionable fare, if necessary.

The New York Times gave CURE a 
splendid write-up when the petitions were 
submitted and since then our volunteer 
staff has been deluged with letters from 
concerned persons all over the country. 
They, are from cultured, articulate people 
—one from a member of the British Par­
liament, even.

The most striking thing about these 
letters, however, is the anguish that shows 
through and the feeling of helplessness. 
Many write that they had tried to express 
themselves to the individual stations and 
the networks and received only perfunc­
tory replies or were rebuffed.

CUR£ would like for concerned per­
sons «.tp tontinue to send petitions and 
letters to the three networks and to the 
Federal Communication Commission (FCC) 
especially—and that address is Post Office 
Building, Washington, D. C. With enough 
such expressions, perhaps in time they 
will believe that there is a large, unor­
ganized body of sentiment against de­
moralizing TV fare before our young 
people. Congressmen and FCC commis­
sioners have indicated that it must be the 
TV viewing public that initiates any 
meaningful action.

Mrs. Olive McGinnis 
Knoxville, Tenn.

A Fresh Vision?
. . . Delos Miles says, (May) "We must 

witness to the pressing problems of our 
day." Now he used the term, witness but 
he does not mean witness at all. He is 
not using the term witness as the term is 
used in the Bible. This is an apostatic use 
of the term witness. He goes on to explain 
his use of the term witness by saying, “is 
there any word from the Lord about 
peace, is there any word from the Lord 
about poverty, is there any word from 
the Lord about property, is there any word 
from the Lord about pollution?" Now this 
explains what he means by witness. This 
is not what the Bible teaches about witness 
at all. Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, 
“Follow me and I will make you to be­
come fishers of nfen." Now Jesus' con­
ception of witnessing was to become a 
fisher of men in order that they might be 
saved because Jesus went about preaching 
repentance. Jesus preached that men were 
sinners and men needed to repent of their 
sins. He did have something to say about 
peace. He said there would be wars and 
rumors of wars, that we were not to be 
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disturbed because there were evident signs 
of the end time. Jesus had much to say 
about prejudice, and Paul explained that 
this would be another end sign time. Pover­
ty was another end sign time that the Lord 
gave.

Now, Miles goes into a horrible attack 
on the integrity of every gospel preacher. 
Every born again, blood washed, redeem­
ed child of God who believes the Bible 
to be the Word of God. He begins by an 
attack on what he calls a "holy day hang­
up.” This in itself is to be resented and 
then he goes into attack on what he calls 
an "edifice complex." Now, we get to the 
attack of soul-winning. I resent this partic­
ular attack because it is full of lies. He 
attacks the very heart of the gospel, the 
very heart of the Christian church. He 
says we talk about soul-winning, the sal­
vation of souls, passion for souls, soul 
competency. We pit soul-saving against 
social action. This, of course, is a lie! Paul 
said, “God forbid that I should glory save 
in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ." 
Paul said this to the Christians of Galatia. 
Paul said, "Oh foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you." My heart is moved to 
sadness as I see the HOME MISSION 
magazine being used of the devil to be­
witch the pastors of the Convention. Paul 
writingMo the church at Rhilippi said 
“When I came among you r determined 
not to know anything among you save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified." And so, 
Miles has put himself into direct opposi­
tion with the Apostle Paul. P resent this 
article because I say anything that goes 
contrary to the Word of God is a lie! 
Now, Miles goes on to say a church af­
flicted. Oh to God that every church could 
be afflicted because he says a church af­
flicted with the soul syndrome means pre­
occupied with soul-winning. Oh to God 
that every church in the Convention could 
become preoccupied with soul-winning. 
Just yesterday I got a special delivery let­
ter from Dr. Washburn of the Sunday 
School Board who stated that^ie is inviting 
me to a special conference to be held on 
Saturday and Sunday just before the 
Southern Baptist Convention, in a 'desper­
ate effort to find out what is wrong with 
our outreach program. Brothers, I say 
that articles like this is what is wrong 
with our outreach program. Now Miles 
says a church that is preoccupied with 
soul-winning will usually judge the suc­
cess of any church or Christian by the 
number of souls saved. I believe with all 
of my heart and soul that this is the way 
God Almighty judges the churches. I be­
lieve this is the way the Holy Spirit judges 
the churches.

Homer G. Lindsay Jr. 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Extension of Acts
HOME MISSIONS reaches me about 

four to six weeks late. I have just read 
with great delight your March issue. It 
reads like an extension of the Acts of the 
Apostles. I especially want to say thanks 
for Fant's "Can a Frontier Denomination 
Find Happiness in An Urban Culture." 

Also “Our Outdated Church Coven; t” 
and “A Church Commitment" by R. I -f- 
ton Hudson. This was an especially nee .id 
word. Through the magazine you are ;t- 
ting in a breath of fresh air into ir 
denominational life. God bless you id 
your associates.

James A. Sawyer 
Wiesbaden, Germ; ,y

The Main Issues
Your editorial on the back page for- 

May, raises a question about which '.ou 
should (and we all should) be concerned. 
You stated that success is not necessarily 
reflected in circulation figures. JPerhaps this 
is partially true, but if HOME MISSIONS 
were dealing with the main issues of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, it is my opinion 
that Southern Baptists would support it 
and subscribe to it.

It has been my feeling for a long time 
that you are concerned almost entirely 
with the "social gospel”—with dealing with 
poverty, race, etc., rather than with soul­
winning and witnessing. Instead of major­
ing on Jesus Christ, you have majored on 
social problems. For example, in the May 
issue is an article entitled "A Fresh Vision 
of the Ideal Church" which presents an 
ideal of the church almost totally con­
cerned with social issues, rather than with 
a burning passion for souls. In the same 
issue you devote a section to a conscien­
tious objector for him to relate his beliefs.

Indeed, in the year when Baptists are 
supposed to be majoring on evangelism 
and witnessing with the Crusade of the 
Americas, you have majored on issues 
such as this. The entire May issue deals 
with the social gospel. I realize that Chris­
tians have a responsibility in social issues 
and in political matters. However, this was 
not the area in which Jesus majored, nor 
has it been the area in which Christians 
have majored when they have manifested 
a vigor and vitality that has had a real 
impact upon the world.

It is my conviction that many of our 
denominational leaders have drifted a-*ay 
from the first concern of Christians. I feel 
that our pastors—at least those with wl ora 
I am acquainted—sense this drift. HO 4E 
MISSIONS could be a vital force to p -ide 
us into a greater zeal and witness for 
Christ. I would like to see it do just iris.

Evan N. Johnsoi 
Bay Minette, Ala

• After the back cover of May, I ' ust 
write this long delayed letter. Every m nth 
I'm grateful to you for serving as (he 
conscience of Southern Baptists.

Sure—many articles make us uncom >rt- 
able, but when did Christ promise a * m- 
fortable state of mind with no changjfihve 
do not have to agree with every artic to 
learn from it. I am afraid that many «P- 
tists are failing to grow spiritually bee >se 
they refusoRo listen to anyone who di! rs.

It is my privilege to teach high sc >ol 
students and how they need us to be 
honest, to stop limiting God's Word, nd 
to stop quibbling over minor things nd 
get about our Fathc/s work.

Home Missi- ns

Could it be that this will be the genera­
in in which the Christian will be sep-. 
ated from just church members?
Please continue to disturb and challenge 
—my prayer shall be for you.

Mrs. Joseph Powell 
Vienna, Ga.

... I can truly say that this magazine 
I., one of the best to me. I use it often in 
■ny church work in the Sunday School 
classes, Training Union and VBS for post­
er pictures. Also there are sometimes art­
icles by some whom I have known and it 
is interesting to read these articles. Keep 
up the good articles!

Rita Helms 
Clarksdale, Miss.

The Little Red Hen
What a joy it is to receive HOME MIS­

SIONS. ... I read it from cover to 
cover. ... It is refreshing to see our 
work spread out into the gutters of the 
other world, leaving the narrow concept 
we have held on to so long, that of going 
to church twice on Sunday and once on 
Wednesday was fulfilling the Great Com­
mission.

However, in the issue that came today 
(May, 1969) I take strong exceptions to 
your editorial “The Little Red Hen Fal­
lacy."

. . . You speak of C.E. Bishop and the 
commission,of poverty stating that the 
poor want 1) respect, 2) social justice, 
3) responsible work and 4) political voice. 
And also that the poor do not want just 
food, clothing and housing. How can 
Bishop and his commission make such a 
blanket statement? . . . There are many 
on poverty rolls who do not wish to work 
at all, whether or not the work is dignified 
or undignified. Also there are jobs going 
I egging and no one to fill them either 
("■cause they get more on relief or else 
the work isn't dignified. Your use of the 
v ord "dignified" when applied to the word 
y irk struck a chord in my he'hrt. When 
• was a lad in North Carolina, I picked 
' aches in the hot boiling sun for less than

■ per hour, many and many a day. 
iy! Because otherwise I might have had 
go on relief and I needed the money, 

■ n too the peaches needed picking. Then 
1 • my parents thought “an idle mind is 

levil’s workshop." No, it wasn't very 
1 -lifted work, but it helped out.

ater in college years, when I had no 
I Is I held two jobs, neither of which 
• very dignified. After class each day 

। as my job to clean the college rest- 
' ns. . . . There was nothing else avail-

that paid $1 per hour. . . . Then at
1 m. I would repair to a local hotel 
11 scrub pots ana pans and clean the 
' es and sinks until midnight, in a hot 
« ning basement galley. This was not 
v dignified work, but it sure kept me 

from the relief rolls and living off 
»• iciety. Any work that a man or wom- 
° an do to earn part of their keep is 
d tied work and no man needs be stuck 
•' e all t>f his life feeling sorry for 
h; self.

A . . 1969

It is too late now to say that “they” 
could have gotten a better education, 
speaking of the uneducated poor. But it is 
true. It is largely the white man's fault 
that many southern Negro people have 
little education, but frpm them comes one 
once in a while that rises above the level 
he lived, gets an education. So why can­
not the others do that? Why cannot the 
white poor do that? . . .

. . . There are those who will cease to 
work and earn if they must give most of 
it away to those who do not have earn­
ing capacity whether real or not, whether 
they don’t earn because they cannot or 
will not. Pretty soon there will be a tax 
payers revolt, simply because they are 
feeding the other half who does not earn 
his keep. I personally welcome such a 
revolt. The poverty rolls grow ever on­
ward and upwards at a fearful rate and 
this cannot be allowed to continue.

This does not suggest that there have 
not always been injustices when dealing 
with the Negro race and its people and 
the poor in general. There has been, there 
will be, simply because we’re dealing with 
human beings. But the moral of the story 
of the Little Red Hen was never .more 
real and needed than today. I believe your 
analogy in the use of this story to the 
poverty picture is invalid and bad. God 
bless you in the work.

Alden A. Scoggin 
Lexington, Ky.

• Please let me express my keen appre­
ciation for all that you are doing through 
the magazine you edit and for your edito­
rial, “The Little Red Hen Fallacy," in 
particular. I read your writings regularly 
with great appreciation, but this one final­
ly jolted me from my quiet appreciation 
to writing as 1 have long intended.

If anything can change the horrible 
image that the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion has with many thinking people and 
a great number of her own young people, 
the thrust of the Home Mission Board 
and her magazine ®n. Keep up the good 
work! ...

Ralph A. Phelps Jr. 
Arkadelphia, Ark.

• At least. I am glad to learn that you 
read Paul Harvey's column, or maybe 
someone reads it to you. I could certainly 
wish you would become a regular listener 
to Harvey on his daily radio broadcasts. 
Then perhaps HOME MISSIONS would 
become more than merely a forum where 
revolutionary quirks can be aired, and 
where dissent or assent to your controver­
sial editorials are continually voiced.

Instead of all this inflammatory drivel 
about race, and Hudson’s discontent with 
otir very adequate and timeless church 
covenant, why not give us worthwhile mis­
sionary features such as Dallas Lee's pre­
sentation of the arrival of the Caudill and 
Fite families, home from Cuban imprison­
ment? That's real content for HOME 
MISSIONS magazine!

R.C. Reichert 
California, Mo.
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LETTERS EDITORIALS
by Walker L. Knight

• . . . The . . . magazine is no longer 
a periodical that can be trusted and/or 
recommended to others. I read it and keep 
it for evidence. '*

In the article/“The Little Red Hen 
Fallacy," you Wave again advocated or 
leaned toward the socialist left—so it seems.

You say thatlHarvey has made the im­
plied assumption that the poor are lazy 
and shiftless. I believe the Bible and it 
teaches me that since I am a Christian— 
a child of the Heavenly King—that he 
will provide for my needs. Now being a 
Chrisitan means that I have responsibilities 
to my Father, namely that I be faithful 
to him, in church attendance, tither of 
time, money, and talents. Only if I do 
these, does he be obligated to fulfill my 
needs.

You see, the poor you write about in 
the above mentioned—want, want and 
want. The Lord is not obligated to pro­
vide for. them, so neither am I. In the 
aforementioned article you say that “we 
must come to. the realization that because 
a person is a person he has a right to 
respect, justice, a political voice and dig­
nified work." In my opinion that is not 
true. In Proverbs 22:4 are these words: 
“By humility and the fear of the Lord 
are riches, and honor, and life."

In Proverbs 22:13 "The slothful man 
saith, there is a lion without. I shall be 
slain Ih tlft streets.” I ask you, isn’t that 
exactly the essence of the cry of the lazy 
andjrresponsible today?

Chapter 23:21 Proverbs — “For the 
drunkard and the glutton shall come to 
poverty; and drowsiness shall clothe a man 
with rags."

Do you still say the people here men­
tioned in Proverbs have a right to respect? 
From whom? What sort of justice?

In granting them a political voice, what 
type of rule would they impute? How can 
persons who behave undignified expect to 
be trusted in dignified positions?

Ruth B. Higgins 
Jasper, Ala.

Government and Jobs
. . . Henlee Barnett's ("The Cross is 

for Real, Man," April, 1969) suggestion 
that positive steps to eliminate poverty, 
such as having the government provide 
jobs and a guaranteed annual income for 
all, lacks the faculty of logical thinking 
and exhibits a myopia of economics.

Government spending cannot create jobs. 
Since the only money it has to spend is 
that which has been acquired by taxing 
citizens or borrowing from the public, 
government destroys on the one hand as 
many jobs as it creates on the other. One 
of the greatest deterrents to sufficient jobs 
in this country has been government inter­
vention which has retarded the accumula­
tion of capital. Real wage rates can be 
raised only through, an increase of the 
per capita quota of capital invested. To 
deny economic law is but a feeble at­
tempt to make a god out of the state.

Tne guaranteed annual income is noth­
ing more than guaranteed disaster based 
on the false notion that the world, or at 
least the American taxpayers, owes you a 
living. A guaranteed annual income would 
destroy the incentive not only of those 

around the arbitrary poverty line but also 
the incentive of the poor, beleaguered tax­
payer who would see less and less of his 
own wages as the “masses" began to de­
mand more and more. How long would 
it take before he, too, decided to exercise 
his right to a free ride, discarding work 
and demanding plenty? Only the ignorant 
would believe that the remedy for the 
plight of the poor is socialism.

Mrs. Philip L. Collins. 
Dallas, Tex.

Conscientious Objection
. . . While I cannot say I totally agree 

with Fred Miller’s interpretations and ac­
tions, J must commend his spirit and basis 
of thinking and actions. I would like to 
give to him my word of encouragement, 
that while I do not totally agree, neither 
do I condemn or judge. I thank him for 
having the courage of conviction and I 
thank both him and you for publishing 
his thinking. This is most helpful as I 
seek to understand this pressing problem.

John B. Daley 
Nashville, Tenn.

«... We are glad to see the kind of 
courage evident in your publishing Fred 
Miller’s^rticle. . . . Other Young men 
struggling with the implication on their 
relation to war (and those interested in 
helping young people wrestle with these 
problems) should find it valuable to avail 
themselves of the services (including pub­
lications and counseling) provided by the 
Central Committee for Conscientious Ob­
jectors, 2016 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19103; and I have found the 
services provided by the above group to 
be of great value. The help continues now, 
beyond the point of receiving the classifica­
tion: we are using a list (provided by 
CCCO) of agencies that employ con­
scientious objectors, as we seek out a 
valuable and rewarding place of alternate 
civilian service. %

The article as printed did not include 
the fourth question on SSS Form No. 150, 
"Have you ever given expression publicly 
or privately, written or oral, to the views 
herein expressed as the basis for your 
claim? Give examples."

Robert J. Braxton 
New York, N.Y.

• ... I do not appreciate this article 
appearing in a Southern Baptist publica­
tion. I do not feel that you have any right 
to advertise the cause of the conscientious 
objector.

William H. Cook 
Levelland, Tex.

• ... I resent the article, millions of 
"red blooded" Americans resent the arti­
cle, and for every boy who shed his blood 
to keep us free, you along with Fred 
Miller should bow your heads in shame. 
This kind of article has no purpose, plan 
or goal to appear in our publication ex­
cept for stirring up the hornet’s nest. I 
have personally seen people subjected to 
a dictatorship and persecuted by starva­
tion, overwork, or just plain killed because 
they believed in freedom. Once you ex­
perience people being suppressed, you then 

realize that you are guilty if you star 
by and do nothing to help them. Ther. 
fore, we must have war and armies. Tl 
Fred Miller’s should leave our great natic 
if they dare not defend it. You, too, 
you believe that way.

William F. Evans 
New Albany, Miss.

• The article by Fred Miller . . . is । 
long overdue clarification as well as jus' • 
fication for conscientious objection to war, 
and especially the Vietnam struggle. . . 
T.B. Maston (has) remarked: “Most of i>.. 
if I judge correctly, approve in gener.il 
the war in Vietnam." . . . Maston also 
wrote about the conscientious objector, 
saying . . . “The only question our church­
es and church leaders should ‘ask about 
the conscientious objector is whether or 
not he has carefully thought through and 
is honest in his position."

Fred Miller's article should be reprinted 
and distributed by the ministers and coun­
selors working with young men concerned 
with the morality of our means in Viet­
nam. ...

Recently Porter Routh referred to the 
action of the . . . Convention which met 
in Baltimore in 1940 concerning the status 
of the conscientious objector. The resolu­
tion passed at that meeting recognized the 
right of the objector to war. But that was 
so much lip service. During World War II 
there were 43 conscientious objectors in 
all the . . . Convention. The churches 
from which these objectors came peti­
tioned the SBC Executive Committee ... 
to grant some recognition to these sensi­
tive souls but no action was taken. ...

Now, back to Fred Miller's contention. 
Does Christ approve of this war? Does he 
sight down the machine gun? Does he 
seize every opportunity to deal death to 
the enemy? Would he run the bayonet 
through the enemy's body? Is he a copilot 
of the bomber as he drops the bombs and 
the napalm on the village? And Herod's 
men of war, having despised him arrayed 
him in a scarlet robe and mocked him. 
He did not come into Jerusalem riding 
the war horse. Paul would certainly say 
to all those who so contend that "I ha-’e 
not so known Christ."

. . . What can we tell these young m n 
about Christ as they go into military s- r- 
vice. War is a costly and terrible affair - 
so terrible that no one can sustain it ur ii 
he sees it as a sacred duty. The credibi’ y 
gap is nothing new at all in history. Fi y 
years ago George Bernard Shaw in cc >- 
menting on the Paris peace confers e 
said, “A war is never fought on its mei i. 
The common taxpayer and the comm n 
soldier are never trusted with the tri. >• 
Instead the war is presented to them is 
a crude melodrama fn which their coun y 
is the hero and the enemy is the vi’lai

One of Frederick Nietzsche's aphoiW'S 
reads like this: “When you fight a monsi -, 
beware, lest you become one yourse. 
Nietzsche also said God was dead, it 
he is dead because we have killed H i. 
Have we killed Christ by putting him b o 
the uniform and into the forefront *f 
this war?

Wiley Smith 
Boone, N.C.

Qualities for the Future
^^n economist, Robert Theobald, on 

more than one occasion has insisted 
that the essential qualities mandatory 
in assuring a human future—a life 
worth living—are bound up with the 
religious values of honesty, responsi­
bility, humility and love.

What does he mean when he uses 
these terms, and why does he select 
them for emphasis?

In speaking of honesty, Theobald 
says we must correctly gather the 
available information about our society 
and about ourselves and share this in­
formation with all who must be in­
volved in the decisions about the future. 
It is interesting that he so defines hon­
esty, and that he would press this upon 
Christian groups. You would think that 
the cultivation of honesty would be no 
problem for Christians. It is true that 
we avoid the overt lie, but our tempta­
tion is to tell less than the truth—to 
close our minds to large areas of in­
formation. Since ours is a democracy 
(both the nation and our churches) all 
of us are involved with decisions, so 
all of us should have as much informa­
tion as possible.

Can we say that any subject is be­
yond discussion, and must we not 
always guard against closing our minds 
to new information from beyond our­
selves? Awareness is always a constant, 
honest search, and if we do not stay 
aware we will tend to relate to society 
as we did at a time past when we were 
aware.

Arthur Barron says, “We usually do 
not want to look at life the way it is, 
but the way the weakest part of our 
natures would like it to be." What he 
is saying is that we find it difficult to 
be strong enough to face reality, and 
our usual escape is to close our minds 
to new information, especially if it 
threatens us.

Only when we have correctly gath­
ered the information about our world 

and ourselves are we in a position to 
act responsibly, a quality Theobald also 
stresses.

Harvey Cox has helped us to see 
that man’s original sin included his re­
fusal to accept responsibility. He says 
we must look at the whole first section 
of Genesis to understand that man is 
abdicating his living with his fellow­
man, searching for some way out.

Our temptation may be to spend too 
much time in gathering information, 
and -never assume the responsibility to 
act. Some act rashly without informa­
tion, and others never act, knowing 
there is yet information /ungathered. 
Wisdom picks the right moment for 
the given situation.

Humility, as Theobald defines it, in­
cludes a recognition of inherent limita­
tions. We must realize there are many 
tasks the individual, the church and 
even the denomination cannot do. And f 
often the best service one renders is to 
put another in touch with someone who 
can assist him. ,

It is an easy and natural step to 
move from humility to love, which 
Theobald defines as the capacity to 
adjust to the unusual circumstance. 
This provides a dimension to love of 
which we seldom are conscious, but 
we sense it to be true. Love keeps Os 
from being rigid and inflexible and 
allows us to be creative, to adjust to 
a future that above all else will be 
changing and unusual.

As the search intensifies for styles 
of living that will best serve Christ, 
apply these qualities to the community 
in which your congregation is located: 
honesty leads you to a correct gathering 
of the information about the com­
munity, responsibility leads you to aet 
to meet the needs discovered, humility 
leads you into the proper tasks for 
which you are equipped and love leads 
you into right relationships that are 
creative and flexible. ■
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THE EXECUTIVE’S WORD
By Arthur B. Rutledge 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

ENCOUNTER
Dy Kenneth Day

A Leavening Influence
When our spiritual forebears estab­

lished the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1845, they promptly founded two 
mission boards also—the Foreign Mis­
sion Board and the Domestic (now 
Home) Mission Board. By this action 
these pioneers were expressing a sense 
of mission. They were recognizing that 
a Christian church is to share the 
gospel with people everywhere, at home 
and abroad. They established these 
mission boards not as a means to avoid 
their responsibility, but as channels 
through which to obey their commis­
sion.

Home missions is thus seen as a task 
of the churches, a part of a church’s 
effort fulfill the mission committed to 
it by Jesus Christ. Missions is not a 
special or optional project, but is basic 
to the church’s mission.

In the early days Southern Baptist 
home missions majored on evangelistic 
efforts among the blacks and the In­
dians, organizing churches in “destitute" 
areas throughout the southland, estab­
lishing work in New Orleans and in 
some other cities, and preaching the 
gospel and establishing churches along 
the expanding western frontier.

During the intervening decades there 
have been many changes in the scope 
of Southern Baptist home missions, but 
it continues to be an organized effort 
to cross barriers in order to reach 
people in the homeland for Christ. 
These barriers relate to language, race, 
religion, culture, geography, mobility, 
physical handicaps and institutional 
circumstances.

Every home missions effort has evan­
gelism as its primary purpose. The 
Home Mission Board’s motto, “Our 
Land for Christ," speaks of the objec­
tive of assisting in the attainment of 
a Christian society, in which persons 
committed to Jesus Christ serve as a 
leavening influence for righteousness, 
justice and love.

Home missions is concerned with per­
sons, regardless of race or circumstances. 
Therefore Home Board missionaries are 
placed among people of other language, 

cultural and racial backgrounds, in the 
ghettos and the suburbs of the cities, 
and in places where human need calls 
for a missionary effort.

Home missions utilizes a variety of 
methods. New missions and churches, 
well placed and well led, present the 
claims of Christ to people who might 
not otherwise be reached. Weekday ac­
tivities are proving extremely fruitful, 
both in mission centers and within 
church buildings and organizations. 
Varied social ministries express Chris­
tian compassion and thereby constitute 
a witness. These ministries open doors 
to sharing the Christian faith with mi­
grant^ illiterates, youth in trouble, per­
sons who are hospitalized *r in prison, 
and persons who are in industry or in 
the military.

Home missions seeks constantly to 
discover more effective ways of com­
municating the gospel. The gospel re­
mains unchanged but human needs vary 
from time to time and from place to 
place. In a period of dramatic social 
change there is great need for sensitiv­
ity, flexibility and creativity. The old 
methods are used insofar as they con­
tinue to be effective, andjiew whys of 
communicating the gospel are sought 
constantly.

The Home Mission Board works 
with state conventions, associations and 
churches in such a way as to place 
responsibility primarily upon the groups 
and individuals who are closest to the 
needs. Local groups are encouraged to 
provide every possible mission ministry 
without the aid of an employed mis­
sionary or chaplain. Where an em­
ployed worker is needed, the groups 
closest to the work are expected to pro­
vide partial support if at all possible, 
and in some cases full support. Where 
assistance beyond the association is 
needed, the state board and the Home 
Mission Board are available for help 
with funds, methods and spiritual sup­
port insofar as possible.

The Home Mission Board commis­
sions missionary personnel where fea­
sible. Missionaries must be qualified by 

character, ability, training, temperamc it 
and commitment to Jesus Christ and 
the church. Most of the almost 2,4'>0 
home missionaries now at work are enu 
ployed jointly by the Home Mission 
Board and one of the state conventions. 
Over 600 of them are working with 
young congregations, which look toward 
achieving self-support as quickly as pos­
sible. The Board encourages all congre­
gations, regardless of their language or 
economic situation, to assume an in­
creasing portion of their financial re­
quirements and to move toward the 
ideal of complete self-support.

The role of the Home Mission Board 
thus becomes that of helping the state 
conventions, the associations and the 
churches meet their missions needs in 
the homeland. In this service the Board 
is both a catalytic and a commissioning 
agency, stimulating concern for meet­
ing needs either without or with a mis­
sionary on the one hand, and sending 
out missionaries to meet unique needs 
on the other hand. The Home Mission 
Board provides nationwide correlation 
of home missions activity, thus respond­
ing to the 1959 SBC recommendation 
that the Board work with the state con­
ventions in developing “a single, Con­
vention-wide uniform program of mis­
sions."

The Board gives special attention to 
areas where Southern Baptist work is 
relatively new. or weak, and to the pro­
gram of language missions, work with 
National Baptists and Christian socal 
ministries in all states. The ager cy 
works with the strong states of the ( Id 
South as well as with the young fie ds 
in the North in surveying for needs a rd 
developing plans and strategies.

The opportunities and challenges of 
these days are tremendous. We rejo :e 
in the evidence of divine blessing up >n 
the effort of Southern Baptists flfcb ar 
a vital Christian witness by loving di id 
and by faithful word. We look to 
Holy Spirit for guidance and power as 
we face the tremendous needs and < p- 
portunities of the days that lie ahead in 
obedience to the commission of Je us 
Christ, our Lord. ■

W hile many churches are waiting for 
programs to be written, others, such as 
Greenbrier Baptist in Arlington, Va., 
are finding that their own resources plus 
a healthy imagination are sufficient to 
reach apartment dwellers, long thought 
to be “untouchables."

Greenbrier Church is located in a 
community which in the last decade has 
changed from a residential neighbor­
hood to a network of "high rises"— 
fully self-contained apartments with all 
necessary services and commodities. 
Pastor James L. Blevins describes the 
frustration of the church as being sur­
rounded by “thousands of new people 
protected by such barriers as doormen, 
locked doors and other such mechan­
ical devices."

If indeed the chqrch was to minister 
to its community, drastic new programs 
a d approaches must be initiated. Pas- 
tor Blevins tells how he approached 
the owners of a neighboring 10-story 
1 ;h-rise apartment building with “a 
P >posal to rent the social room for an 
a ilt education class in religion. The 
c ners were at once interested, for they 
r ognized the fact that many of their 
r ters were young adults with a real 
i rest in furthering their education. So 
ti church was given the use of the 
s al room once a week—incidentally, 
r free. The church mailed each res­
it t an invitation to the classes along 
v a description of the course to be 
*• ht. Thirteen persons attended the 
fi' session. An average of ten persons 
* maintained throughout the semes- 
k The group consisted, primarily, of 
y* g adults representing several de- 
n inational groups with three persons 
c' ning no church affiliation at all.
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Touching 
the 

Untouchables
Without any type of pressure the three 
unaffiliated persons joined the fellow­
ship of the Greenbrier Baptist Church."

Seventeen persons have enrolled in the 
second semester course. The University 
of Richmond is offering credit for those 
who satisfactorily complete the study.

This innovation has resulted in an 
influx of young adults from the high- 
rise apartments into the church organ­
izations. And, this success occasioned 
another innovation. Mrs. Fran Joseph, 
youth director, initiated a “program of 
adoption" which called for church fam­
ilies to “adopt" a young person from 
the apartments. Many close personal 
ties were established between church 
families and young persons who had 
moved into this metropolitan area.

"One new program led to another.” 
Blevins said. "The church recognized 
that its educationhl role would need to 
change to meet tne needs of the large 
number of young adults who had joined 
the fellowship. The pastor proposed a 
college of Christian education based on 
the structure of the 'lay seminaries' in 
Europe. The church year was divided 
into two semesters and four Bible 
courses were offered each semester. 
Each student in the adult and young 
peoples departments could elect two 
courses—one in the morning at 9:45 
and one in the evening at 6:15. The 
latest textbooks in the subject areas 
were given to the students instead of 
traditional quarterlies."

The above program found acceptance 
not only in the Greenbrier Church, but 
University of Richmond officials agreed 
to grant college credit for the course 
being taught by the pastor, The Life 
and Teachings of Jesus Christ.

Its commitment to new ministries has 
brought the Greenbrier Baptist Church 
into close cooperative ministries with 
other churches. Several community 
churches have launched an interdenom­
inational ministry to the apartment 
dwellers. The Northern Virginia Apart­
ment Owners Association was so pleased 
with the proposal of this church group 
that they approved an interdenomina­
tional visitation program I within the 
high-rise apartments and wrote every 
occupant endorsing the program. Each 
church participating in the venture was 
assigned two or three high-rise build­
ings in its community. Teams of vis­
itors representing all the churches called 
on apartment residents giving to each 
person an area map with the location 
of all churches participating in this 
ministry. An information card was filled 
out on each resident and forwarded on 
to the church of his preference.

The challenge enjoyed by the Green­
brier Bapist Church is within reach of 
every church in a similar community. 
For example, in June of 1968 HONfE 
MISSIONS magazine presented a photo 
coverage of ministries of Highland 
Avenue Baptist Church in Queens, 
N.Y.. including a report of visitation, 
day care and Bible study groups in 
nearby high-rise apartments.

And in case of an emergency in an 
cast Dallas urban residential area, some 
people arc calling the police or fire 
departments while others are contacting 
Bethany Baptist Church.

According to Pastor Herb Garrett, 
there arc 10 apartment complexes 
within a 12-minutc drive of the church. 
All garden-type apartments, in contrast

continued on page 36
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MISSIONS

Photography, delicately 
administered, is an art 
based not on the mechan­
ics of button-pushing and 
range-finding, but on what 
the artist eye sees and 
what the artist mind wants 
to say. Here, former Black 
Star (internationally- 
known photo agency) staff­

er Don Rutledge interprets 
a few of his favorite mis­
sion photographs — only 
eight of thousands of in­
terpretive pictures he has 
made in his three years 
with the Home Mission 
Board.
Technically, this picture of 
the Whale's Belly coffee 

house in New Lond n, 
Conn, appeals to me ;e- 
cause it shows a lot gc ig 
on. People usually thiflBk a 
picture has to be simi le. 
and in many cases i ic- 
lures should be simi Ie. 
But sometimes if you h ve 
a lot going on the vie /er 
is forced to read the ic- 

tur The whale in the 
for ;round keeps the em- 
Ph >s on the coffee house 
•tsi but the reflection of 
the ity street and build­
ing and the guy coming 
dov the street put the 
cof' ■ house in the con- 
tex ->f the city. In other 
w°' . it places this coffee
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house ministry—and US- 
2er Danny Sheffield sitting 
on the entrance wall—in 
the perspective of the 
need for which they exist. 
Similarly, the photo of the 
Vieux Carre Baptist Church 
in New Orleans' French 
Quarter hopefully gives the 
feeling of the church's in­

volvement with the world 
and shows that it is a part 
of what’s going on. The 
identity of the church is 
not shown in its architec­
ture or through what’s go­
ing on inside but in its 
location, which seems psy­
chologically to say this 
church is in the world.

9
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The shot of this Seminole 
. iman peddling wares in 
a i lorida tourist attraction 
(.■••picts the nostalgia of 
the past. It seems to pull 
the past and the present 
into a perspective. The 
woman is stoic and con­
templative, sitting under a 
primitive chikee, and her 
purse is an incongruous 
part of the scene. The lit­
tle Eskimo girl playing on 
her bed graphically im­
parts the realism of pov­
erty. She is in her own 
little world behind the bed 
covers, even though the 
whole family lives in the 
one big room. Surely she 
knows little of the privacy 
most of us enjoy.



I like the picture because 
of the movement—the 
counteraction—(rf-ttie’bOat 
and the casual flight of the 
pelicans. It illustrates of 
course, the tremendous 
boom in leisuregime and 
the resulting opportunity 
of resort missions. A re­
lated picture is the one of 
the elderly man who inter­
rupted his shopping in Mi­
ami to relax in the park. 
The man is isolated from 
the bustle of the resort city, 
which in a way looks re­
laxing. But on the other 
hand, his isolation seems 
also to speak of loneliness 
and our failure to be a part 
of the world of the elderly.
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I picture on the left 
cr tures some of the 
tr 'sition rural people are 
c; ght up in when they 
rc e to the city. Some 
w these people attract 
m | guess because so 
o‘ ■* they are isolated 
fr । our churches and 
st om thought of as peo- 
pr with needs and with a 
cc ribution to make, just 
M anyone else. Techni- 
ca . all the rules are 
bl an in this photo of 
a ■ man in the Bible Cen­

ter in Cincinnati. There is 
no specific center of inter­
est, which forces the eye 
to wander all over the 
picture. But to me there is 
a tremendous contrast be­
tween the symbols that 
represent the church and 
a person in serious need. 
You are forced to jumble 
the religious symbols (in­
cluding the paper mosaic 
of Jonah sitting in the 
belly of the whale) with 
the reality of need evident 
in the face of this moun­

tain woman in the inner 
city. This woman's hus­
band was rushed to the 
hospital the night before 
with a ruptured appendix. 
Trying to call the hospital, 
the woman dialed the 
phone, let it ring twice and 
then hurriedly hung up say­
ing, “no one is there,” as 
if she were afraid someone 
would answer and she 
would have to handle an 
encounter with a stranger. 
A social worker helped her 
make the call.
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THE CHURCH’S MISSION 
IN THE NATIONAL CRISIS

ithout saying so in as many words the Christian Life Commissions Chicago seminar c-. 
“The Church's Mission in the National Crisis” defined that crisis primarily and correctly 
racial terms. More than a third of the 15 speakers dealt with race directly, and the othc 
were hardly able to avoid it.

The seminar's setting—the University of Chicago and the nearby black ghetto which s 
home for the Blackstone Rangers—almost demanded such a definition. Speakers told of in­
tense inner struggles for survival as interracial congregations, of attempts by members to 
dismiss pastors because of bold stands taken on racial matters and of creative steps to 
cross color barriers. . .

John Nichol, pastor of the integrated Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga., told 
of the liabilities that characterize many other congregations and with which this con­
gregation faced the crisis: “a basic biblical illiteracy in terms of knowing the great 
themes of God's Word, a weak and partial theology of the church, a commitment to 
secular standards of institutional success, a culturally homogenous white middle-class 
congregation, an ethicless gospel manufactured over the years to perpetuate the status 
quo, a preoccupation with the cultivation of personal piety, a strong concern for the 
soul of man and a corresponding lack of commitmertt to the Kingdom of God, rigid 
church structures, a bias against intellectualism, the absence of the cross in the call 
to discipleship; in short, the almost complete accommodation of our witness to the 
standard?^ our culture." * .

In a unique move, the seminar paid an afternoon visit to the First Presbyterian 
Church in the midst of the southside ghetto. There they heard John Fry say that the 
only way to help the oppressed people was through political action “from the bottom 
up. There you are, held fade down in the mud with a boot on the back of your 
neck. The only way to stand up is to get that boot off your neck." He explained 
that his church was deeply involved in political action, and “we hope to knock off 
Mayor Daley in 1971.” .

He said his church operates on the presupposition that love without justice is 
not really love, and that justice without love is only a caricature of justice and 
no real justice at all.

However, Gibson Winter of the University of Chicago attempted to provide 
a broader theory for the crisis when he proposed that the unrest in the nation 
from students and blacks is “a cry of protest against the sweep of this tech­
nological vision." Winter suggested that man's technological vision has pre­
empted the American dream and has now taken the ominous turn of mastery 
and domination of man and control of nature. Symbolic of man’s reaction is 
the sense that the institutions are turning him into a computer card.

Everyone benefits from technology (nobody wants to give up his refrigc a- 
tor), but the struggle is to find the proper relationship, to work through te h- 
nology. Actually, Winter said the struggle is against two dominant ima es 
of man—an attempt to “break through to a new image of man.” The bla<« 
struggle to be included in the abundance of technology; however, the : J- 
dents and others are beyond technology, seeking to reach past this ne: ly 
packaged, glittering world we have created.

One speaker searched for reasons to account for the large exodus ) 
many young people from Baptist ranks to other denominations or as 
simple dropouts. Jack Noffsinger, pastor of Knollwood Baptist Chu :h 
in Winston-Salem, N.C., said that if the church only talks and ne er 
does anything about the real problems of injustice and racial op^es^ in 
the young people leave.

He sees the churches going their own ways as they have for sev< ai 
generations believing that it is the yoypg who should change, not ie 
church. However, he cited creative churches using coffee houses, id 
drama, including youth on committees, scrapping age divisions in 
classes and involving young people in ministry.

On the following pages we have selected five messages from 
seminar for HOME MISSIONS readers.

Home Missk ns

WHERE 
ARE WE IN 
FULFILLING 

THE MISSION 
OF THE CHURCH?

by Findley B. Edge 
Louisville, Ky.

ho really can answer the question 
here are Southern Baptists” in any 

a a? Even in normal times, we are 
s i a diverse people it is exceedingly 
d cult to draw generalizations, and 
w ■ every generalization one imme- 
d ely has to make some qualifying or 
■> ling statement. In times of conflict 
a change the task of analysis and 
th attempt to draw generalizations be- 
cc es much more hazardous.

'Uthern Baptists stand today at a 
P‘ tai crossroads in our life as a peo­
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ple and as a denomination. Normally, 
the matter of making a decision when 
one comes to a crossroads is not so 
difficult. One consults the map, and in 
the light of his destination, selects the 
best road. The issue is sometimes com­
plicated, however, if one’s wife is along 
as a “backseat driver." Our situation is 
complicated even more because we 
have not just one "backseat driver" but 
several million. Some are not even look­
ing at the map. Intuitively they know 
where to go and with great and loud

voices they are telling us where to go. 
Others are saying we’ve lost our map, 
that we left it at the last filling station. 
Others can't agree which map we ought 
to be reading. Some say we ought to 
be reading today’s newspaper to find 
the way. Others say we ought to be 
reading the Bible. Still others say we 
ought to be holding ,the newspaper in 
one hand and the Bible in the other. 
The issue is complicated still more be­
cause there is no common agreement 

continued
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"We are in danger of talkinci 
renewal to deatl jefore it is ever born”

continued from page 17 
as to what our destination is. Are we 
going to the “City of Man" or to the 
“City of God"? Or is it the “City of 
God-Man” or the “City of Man-God"?

The issue is complicated further by 
the fact that the various roads, in the 
limited distance we can see down them, 
vary greatly in their attractiveness. One 
is a four-lane interstate. Another is a 
good, smooth, paved two-lane road. The 
other is a dirt road filled with potholes.

The days ahead for Southern Bap­
tists will be days of agony, heartache 
and conflict. Forces already present 
within our denomination will test sorely 
the unity that has bound us so closely 
in oor past. I do not look forward to 
this prospect of conflict. Indeed I am 
.saddened by it, but when I am honest 
this is what I see. On the other hand, 
I do not want you to feel that I am 
filled with despair for the future. The 
fact is, the opposite is true. As I will 
point out later, in terms of the gospel 
I am more filled with hope for the 
future than I ever have been. But hope 
always must take into account the 
reality of the situation.

When we look at specific issues 
among Southern Baptists we find an 
exceedingly wide variation of attitudes 
and responses. In all these issues, the 
negative is far greater than the positive. 
We have a long way to go, and the 
road ahead is rough.

In the realm of race we have made 
some progress, but the battle is far 
from over. One wonders if it has begun 
seriously. Many are fighting lonely bat­
tles. Recently a young minister in 
Florida was participating in a small 
meeting and he simply arose to say:

"You know me. You know that I 
stand in literal danger of being shot at 
any time. I may die, but you don’t 
know how much your being here and 
my being in this fellowship means to 
me because I will know at least that 
if I die there are going to be some 
who understand why."

A friend in Alabama lost his church 
because he committed the crime for the 

past two years of observing Race Rela­
tions Sunday. The business meeting 
came at a time when I think schools 
were out and many of the members 
had gone away, and by a vote of 27 
to 10 they asked for the pastor’s resig­
nation. When the other members came 
back, without any knowledge on the 
part of the pastor, they got together, 
had another business meeting and called 
him back. Not all are so fortunate.

At the conclusion of a service where 
I spoke on race we had a talk-back 
session. The first man who arose to 
speak was trembling. He said, “If they 
ever permit a Negro in this church, 
thefl I’m leaving and £'m taking my 
money with me. And I’m not the only 
one. There’ll be a lot to follow me.” 
It so happened that I had read on the 
bottom of their bulletin the statement 
“Welcome all who suffer, all who are 
lonely, all who are in need, welcome 
in the name of Jesus Christ.” I read 
this to them and simply said, “You 
either ought to change your policy or 
change your bulletin.” And they did— 
they changed their bulletin.

However, there is another side to 
this picture. Unfortunately one of the 
sad factors about the news media is they 
generally find only the negative aspects 
to report and the positive aspects are 
not news. Of course, it should not be 
news when a church acts like a church. 
To illustrate, some of you are aware 
that there is a church in Georgia that 
had a difficult race relations problem 
relative to a black student from a cer­
tain nearby university. This made not 
only the national press, but also nation­
wide television. The thing the press did 
not say was that two weeks prior the 
First Baptist Church in that city had 
voted to admit Negroes not only to wor­
ship but also to membership. Another 
Baptist church in that area had Negroes 
singing in the choir. There are churches 
all over where we are brothers—no dis­
tinction—but there is a long way to go.

In social awareness Southern Baptists 
are hardly aware of the problem, much 
less making any progress. We are doing 

almost nothing in the area of poverty. 
We have within our grasp as Americans 
not only the resources but the know­
how to feed every hungry person in the 
United States. The problem is, do we 
have the moral courage and integrity to 
do so. The welfare programs, which we 
have initiated, too often have been 
simply attempts to salve our con-' 
sciences, rather than evidences of con­
cern for real human need. Welfare not 
only is tremendously and excessively 
expensive to the taxpayer but it is de­
grading to the recipient. Therefore the 
ethical and spiritual problem with 
which we somehow must grapple is, 
how can we relate affluence and pover­
ty and property from a Christian pros­
pective?

One could go down the gamut of 
areas of need—housing, education, war, 
peace, the problem of automation and 
increased leisure time. This last one 
is going to be one of our real hangups 
as church people. We h'avp been raised 
on a Benjamin Franklin Puritan ethic 
of work and thrift. What is going to 
happen when we come to a time when 
we will be paid not to work? Even more 
fundamentally, most of us have found 
meaning of existence in terms of our 
work and productivity. When so much 
of work is going to be done by autoira­
tion, then where will people find me: n- 
ing for life?

In the area of involving the laity in 
the ministry in the world, we fin: ly 
have caught on to the priesthood of ie 
believers. We have preached it and i o- 
claimed it and we have told the pe< Ie 
about their ministry in the world, ut 
we are a long way from getting th* e. 
Our laymen are saying, “What, and 1 w 
and where?” The pastors are say g. 
"You know, go!” We are in dangei of 
talking renewal to death bfere ie 
thing is ever born. Everybody tall ig 
about renewal ain’t going there, 'e 
have < long way to go.

What are some major issues we I ce 
that will determine the direction ve 
take in the future as a denomination'

The first issue is the relation of 

< -. angelism to social involvement. There 
are those who believe in 99 percent 
e • angelism and 1 percent social action. 
Their thrust is, preach the gospel. By 
this they mean, lead men to make a 
profession of faith. Our job, they say, is 
to save lost souls. The other extreme is 
those who believe in 99 percent social 
action and 1 percent evangelism.

There is a large group of the first 
type—this is the dominant position in 
our denomination. There are relatively 
few of the second type. But there is 
another large group who believes in 
both emphases as being essential to the 
full gospel. I am in this group. Thus I 
rejoiced greatly when Southern Baptists 
started doing something—even small 
things—in the realm of social action. But 
hardly had we started doing just a little 
bit when some of our leaders started hol­
lering “social gospel." And some of our 
leaders have criticized other leaders for 
positions they had taken. Our publica­
tions and press have been criticized for 
emphases which they have made. My 
initial reaction was, “Ah, get off my 
back, will you? We haven't even gotten 
started yet."

Our great need is to help our people 
b :ome aware of the social meaning of 
t' ■ gospel—the total mbaning of the 
t; .pel—and to help our people to be 
ii ruments of God’s redemption and 
i onciliation in the totality of life. This 
1 been our great failure. But we do 
f ,va danger—a danger of overreaction 

ecause our failure in the past has 
b n a failure to get involved, a failure 
*' xpress concern. In a sense of guilt 
a in an overreaction, we may become 
S' aught up in our concern for-social 
n s that we may unconsciously call 
a moratorium on evangelism. There 
«• he an overreaction to our super- 
fi- ' evangelistic approach. That is the 
al oach where we get a name, go 
k: k on the door of a stranger. We 
si im down on the sofa: we open the 
Bi and evangelize him. Many say this 
*s ing people. You don't know them; 
>’• 'don't care for them, and you 

n't become involved in their lives.

You simply want to mark up another 
"sale" in your "salesbook," or you want 
another "hit" on the “scorecard" of your 
evangelistic ball game. Now the empha­
sis is all on caring for people, minister­
ing to them, loving them, getting in­
volved in their lives, caring for them as 
persons, and after you have developed a 
relationship, talk to them about God. 
This is fine and I'm in agreement, but 
the danger is that we may wait and 
never talk to them about God. It is so 
much easier to minister to the social 
and human needs of men than it is to 
confront them with Jesus Christ.

Or, we say, “We don't have any 
evangelistic opportunities in the areas 
of social involvement in which we are 
engaged." For example, here is a'group 
of people who are trying to work with 
city hall in getting better housing for 
people in the ghetto. What opportunity 
for evangelism do you have there? 
There will be many areas of social need 
and many areas of social action in 
which we will not have an opportunity 
for evangelism, but let’s not use this 
as an escape for doing no evangelism.

There are those for whom this prob­
lem raises an ethical issue. They say, 
"Do we have the right to evangelize the 
people .whom we serve in social con­
cern?" Do we’ really love without limit 
a person if we go to the person with the 
ulterior motive of seeking to evangelize 
him? If we are trying to help them get 
better housing, if we are trying to help 
them get a better education, if we are 
trying to help them in a tutoring pro­
gram, are we unethical if we are using 
this as a base to try to trap people with 
our evangelistic hook? The only solu­
tion I have found is the matter of the 
gospel. It is my own understanding that 
Jesus came to seek and to save that 
which is lost, to minister to the whole 
man, and this means ministering to his 
spiritual nature as well as to the other 
aspects of his nature. I read a great 
deal about us wanting to help people 
to be more human. I read a great deal 
about us wanting to make a whole man. 
Well, I’m concerned about the whole 

man, too. And a man is not whole un­
less he knows Jesus Christ.

Another point is the relationship of 
new structures and the inner spiritual 
dynamic for new times. Our weakness 
of the past has been that our structures 
have tended to point inward. As they 
say, our structures have been “come 
structures." We’ve said to the world, 
"Come. If you will come to our meet­
ings. we will do you good. But if you 
don't come, we can’t help you.” We 
have been accused of morphological 
fundamentalism, which means that our 
structures are bound and turned inward. 
We have been so wedded to our struc­
tures that we have substituted a minis­
try to our structures rather than a min­
istry to people.

I'm in the field of Religious educa­
tion and I do not at ail fear the fact 
that the structures of the churches to­
morrow are going to be different from 
the structures of today. We need new 
structures. But there is a danger of 
thinking that a change in structure is 
all, or even the main thing, that we? 
need. Some have proclaimed the minis­
try of the laity, as though all that had 
to be done was to announce it and the, 
laity would all rush out and become in­
volved. Some have spoken of “go struc­
tures" as though all that was needed 
was to announce some social action and 
all would become involved. In bitter 
experience we have found this not to 
be true. Some of you have tried to get 
people involved. You have devised.mis­
sion groups. You have given opportun­
ity. You have given invitation. You 
have given encouragement. You have 
fussed. You have fought. You have 
twisted arms. And still people sit.

If we have been guilty of morphologi­
cal fundamentalism, then our friends 
have been guilty of morphological lib­
eralism, namely, the belief that by 
changing the structures you wilPsolve 
the problem. Our problem is more 
fundamental than this. It goes back to 
the inner, spiritual structure of the 
person.

continued on page 20
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“I am tired of hearincj 
pastors say# ’Why doesn’t

continued from page 19
Finally, Southern Baptists stand on 

the threshold of hope. To me this is the 
most exciting time I have ever known 
in which to be a Christian and in which 
to be a minister of Jesus Christ. True, 
we have a long way to go. True, the 
way ahead is dark and foreboding. True 
also, that,the road is going to be rough. 
But we are moving!

In March just five years, ago we had 
the first Renewal Conference at South­
ern Baptist Seminary, and it was after 
that conference that I went through my 
personal midnight of despair. I had 
placed" such great hope, as you know, 
on that conference. I had been filled 
<ith the agony of despair, and dark­
ness, and gloom about myself and the 
people of which I was a part. All I 
saw was the blackness of night. Gordon 
Cosby, of the Church of the Saviour, 
was the resource leader in this confer­
ence. I thought all we needed was to 
have Gordon Cosby come down, and 
he would show us the way. I thought 
we would find some of these ways, and 
we could get with it and start going. 
Cosby came and we went through the 
conference and for me no light came. 
All I saw was despair and it seemed 
to me that no one else cared, that no 
one else was bothered, and that there 
was no way out.

If someone had told me in March 
of 1964 that in March of 1969 we 
would be gathered with a group like 
this (Christian Life Commission Semi­
nar in Chicago) and we would have 
churches doing what some churches 
are; if someone had told me that in 
these five short, measly years God was 
going to break into this darkness and 
bring light and hope and sun and shin­
ing, I would have said, “You’re crazy, 
it can’t be done.”

Everywhere I go I find ministers who 
are ready. Everywhere I go I find a 
small nucleus of lay people in the 
church, and they are ready. I don't 
mean by this that the mass of the con­

gregation is ready. The masses don’t 
even know what’s going on. But thank 
God there’s somebody—even a few. 
It looks to me like God has brushfires 
breaking out all over this land of ours, 
and the only explanation I have is the 
Holy Spirit of God is lighting the fires.

Where are Southern Baptists? We 
stand at the crossroads. There is the 
road that leads to peace. There is the 
road that leads to security. And there 
is the road that leads to involvement in 
the world. The ones who choose to 
travel the road to involvement must 
expect to encounter tremendous obsta­
cles and intense opposition. This op­
position will come from several sources.

First, strange though jt may seem, 
opposition will come from the world 
we seek to love and to which we seek 
to minister. We have neglected and 
persecuted them in the past. We are 
symbols of a society that has exploited 
them and that has stood on their necks. 
Though we go in genuine love, many 
times they will revile us and reject us. 
Thus the temptation will be great for 
us to wrap our robes of ^elf-righteous­
ness about us with the phrase, “We 
tried.” But we must keep on going back 
in spite of rejection and opposition.

Secondly, strange though it may seem 
opposition will come from within the 
church. There will be those who will 
honestly disagree with us. We must be 
careful not to impugn the motives of 
those who differ with us in honesty, just 
as we do not want them to impugn our 
motives. Also, we will find opposition 
from those within the church who do 
not want to change. There are those 
who are satisfied with the way things 
are, particularly they do not want to 
get involved. This group has accepted 
God, and they are related to the church 
for what they can get out of it. They 
are willing to attend and to give of 
their income, but the idea that a Chris­
tian is one who gives his life as a ser­
vant to the world is much too fanatical 
for them. Thus, when a "servant group” 

arises within the church the others 
either have to change or justify their 
refusal. It is much easier to condemn 
the servant group than to Join them

In the third place, strange as it may 
seem, opposition sometimes will come 
from fellow ministers. Some will be 
honest and open in their opposition, 
and we must respect them. Others will 
not be honest or open in their opposi­
tion. Indeed, they will seek to make hay 
out of our difficulties. When they go 
visiting a prospect they will say, “Don’t 
join that church because they've got 
troubles. We haye a wonderful fellow­
ship. All of the finest people belong to 
our church.” In the midst of this op­
position when we are set upon, let us 
remember that Jesus said, “Blessed are 
ye when men shall revile you and perse­
cute you and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake." Let 
use make sure that when we are set 
upon that we are set upon because we 
are involved in caring, selfless love 
rather than because we are in conflict.

Let us not expect the denomination 
to lead the way. Local churches must 
lead. The denomination cannot lead. 
The denomination by the fact thai it 
must minister to all the churches c.in- 
not be out on the cutting edge of 
change. This is the place for I cal 
churches. All we should ask of the de­
nomination is freedom, and the dem ni- 
nation has given us this freedom. >ur 
denomination is saying to us now, " ou 
determine your program. You set >ur 
goals. You discern your curricu .m. 
and if the denomination can be of a-- ist- 
ance we are here.” I am tired of he;. >ng 
pastors and others say, “Why do -n't 
Nashville do something?" I am a> ire 
that our denomination needs t<W ve, 
but ultimately the responsibility s*s 
upon us and we are free.

At tffe crossroads a cross is ra ed. 
and it may be that we will have ti get 
up on that cross before we can sec far 
enough down the road to know which 
is the right one to travel. .
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ready are beginning to see that the kind 
of action they become involved in is 
all too often dissipated because it fails 
to produce change where change is

our major Christian denominations in 
order to go “where the action is" are 
making a serious strategic error. We al-

(Sober alternatives to quitting for the 
frantically concerned)

by Daniel R. Grant 
Nashville, Tenn.

I n recent years 1 have seen and heard 

■ ’ many people leaving the institutional 
lurch—including Southern Baptist 
urches—frequently in frustration and 
•ger to go “where the action is." 
me have been pastors and denomina- 
nal workers disappointed in the fail- 
e of our churches to become actively 
olved in the battles against racial in- 
tice and poverty and other forms 
human suffering. Others are college 
dents who are convinced that to- 
■’s action is in the ghetto, or in Ken- 
with the Peace Corps, or in campus 
I street demonstrations, but emphati- 

< y not in the local church, which is 
‘ .sidered irrelevant to their concerns, 

rhis exodus from the local church 
1 ihe socially concerned, the militants, 
t thoughtful modern Samaritans and 
i rebuffed losers in a variety of causes 
1 itimately a self-defeating enterprise. 
* ■nist be so bold as to suggest that 
t' se who leave the local churches of 

/ Dropping out of X 
f the church is a tac- i 

tical blunder, accord­
ing to this Vanderbilt Uni­

versity political scientist, 
because it means a fail­

ure to work for change
V where change is i 
X needed most, y

i needed most—change in white attitudes, > 
: white institutions and white power 

structures. Instead of leaving the local 
church and going where the action is, 
we need most to bring the action with 
us into the local church.

The payoff question is: how is change 
effected in and through a local church? 
Here is a random collection of observa­
tions.

1. Change in a local Southern Bap­
tist church seldom is achieved by pro­
posing and arguing tor passage at 
church business meeting of all-or-noth- 
ing resolutions such as “Resolved that 
we repent of our sin of social conserva­
tism and hereby commit ourselves to 
social liberalism.” Few converts to so­
cial liberalism are made during the bus­
iness meetings of Southern Baptist local 

1 churches. Even if they were, those labels 
s are so vague and emotion laden, and 
s they are so subject to misuse that it is 
s continued on page 22

20



continued from page 21 
almost impossible to have rational de­
bate on a clearly understood issue when 
it’s couched in these terms. Doctrinaire 
confrontations like this more often re­
sult in polarization of a church than 
real change of a chui'cfi>

2. Change is more often achieved by 
involvement—imaginative and creative, 
yet careful and patient, involvement— 
of church members, especially key de­
cision makers, intexperiences that pro­
duce a change. When the issue is sup­
port for a special ministry to the poor, 
all of the most rational arguments in 
the world at the time a budget is being 
adopted in business meeting will not 
make a fraction of the impact of a field 
trip by a men’s Bible class or a WMU 
circle into the specific slum area, or 
perhaps a modest pilot project in this 
area in the year preceding the budget 
hearing. Finance committees or budget 
committees seldom sell local churches 
on new items in the budget. Usually it 
is a small group of involved,’ enthus­
iastic, dedicated participants in the 
project who convince the rest of the 
church it is worth supporting.

3. Qiahge in the local church seldom 
is achieved by persons whose loyalty to, 
participation in and respect for the local 
church as an institution is weak or non­
existent, or a matter of reasonable doubt 
to the members of the local church. 
This is no different from other social, 
economic or political institutions. This 
may sound cold and callous and un­
spiritual when applied to a church, but 
it’s simply the way all institutions work. 
There is a vast difference between a re­
former’s saying to a local church: “If 
you will make these five changes, I will 
join you,” and saying: “I am joining 
you and committing my life and ener­
gies to working for these five changes.” 
I think that effective participation in 
the power structure of a church implies 
loyalty to and commitment to that part­
icular institution.

4. Permanent changes are not likely 
to be achieved in a local church by per­
sons who hold a simplistic “good-guys/ 
bad guys, conspiracy-type view" about 
who runs the church. I think that per­
manent changes are no more likely to 
happen by these people anymore than in 
politics change is limply to be achieved 
by people who think that politics is 
dirty. It just doesn’t work that way. To 
hold the "conspiracy theory” about who 
runs the local church—that is, to make 
a whipping boy out of the “establish­
ment”—may help to meet the psycho­
logical needs of people who don’t get 

their own way. It provides a perfect 
rationalization for the losers, but it 
tends also to guarantee that they will 
be losers. They simply will be less ef­
fective or less influential because of it.

5. Much and perhaps most change in 
the local church is achieved by small 
minorities within the church “doing 
their things” without waiting for the 
whole church to agree, or without wait­
ing for the church to hire a staff to 
accomplish it. Some of the most dis­
contented friends I have concerning 
churches are those who want the church 
to hire someone to do a liberal cause 
rather than to get in and start the job 
themselves with the full confidence that 
if it works the church will pitch in and 
hire people to help. The small minor­
ities I am referring to may be Training 
Union groups, Sunday School groups, 
WMU groups, and the most successful 
ones will have an ever-widening circle 
of involvement. For example, a city­
wide “Good News" group may make 
racial progress when the adults are not 
making progress. A summer youth mis­
sion tour to the center of the large cities 
may op^ up social service .horizons 
that are unknown to the adiflts in the 
church.

6. Decisions about which change to 
work for (among many worthy ones) 
and how much change to work for, of­
ten will determine whether any change 
at all is achieved. Neither a person nor 
a local church can work effectively for 
all changes that need to be made in the 
world. It is quite likely that a 12- 
point program for a local church for 
everything from day-care centers and 
workshops on race relations tojob train­
ing for the poor and a 221 (d) 3 low-rent 
housing project will divide the time and 
attention of the natural supporters of 
such projects so that nothing really gets 
done on any of them. Perhaps even 
worse, this kind of broad-gauged frontal 
assault on the status quo often will 
frighten the normally neutral middle-of- 
the-roaders into the same camp with the 
immovable conservatives and the witch- 
hunting reactionaries. On the other 
hand, a single, well-conceived new pro­
gram—perhaps a year-round ministry to 
international students who come into 
that city, or perhaps a weekly tutoring 
program for the disprivileged children— 
would be attainable for almost any 
Southern Baptist church and if success-, 
fully operated, then should open doors 
for new programs in the future.

7. The method of working for change 
in a local church is often more impor­
tant in determining success or failure of 
proposed changes than the nature of the 

change itself. Some methods of worki- ; 
for a worthy goal are almost guarante 1 
to fail and others are more inclined j 
bring success.

8. Lest I seem to be suggesting oth< - 
wise, let me add that some local chur i 
action to effect change is achieved y 
winning a majority vote of the chur h 
members in business session. For c .- 
ample, a church decision on how o 
spend budgeted funds, decisions on i e 
kinds of staff members to be employ d 
—not just the position but the kind of 
person in the position—and, on more 
rare occasions, church decisions to elim­
inate racial discrimination in member­
ship, or to eliminate racial discrimina­
tion in employment policies, purchasing 
policies, etc., usually are preceded by 
many earlier decision steps, and these 
decisions are made or influenced by 
people who have become effective par­
ticipants of the church power structure. 
So I would repeat a point made earlier: 
the most effective way of achieving 
change in any organization is not to 
confront the power structure but rather 
to become an effective part of it.

I have a strong conviction that the 
really critical problems will not be 
solved until significant changes in white 
attitudes are made. Such changes can 
be made if enough of us bring the ac­
tion with us into the local churches 
where the people are, with a spirit of 
Christian love, with a willingness to 
take the long look and with the Knowl­
edge and wisdom about relating to our 
peers with tolerance and mutual respect 
over the long haul.

I think we need to bring the action 
into men’s Bible classes, into Training 
Union discussions and into the Wednes­
day prayer meeting. Can you imagine 
what would happen if five to 10 con­
cerned laymen would commit the-1- 
selves to go to prayer meeting evr-y 
Wednesday evening and to relate th ir 
concerns in that small spiritually e te 
on Wednesday evening? Imagine w at 
might happen if we began to have is 
many prayer requests for a sick c y, 
for the ghetto, for poverty and for i- 
cial injustice as we have for Dea< n 
Jones’ arthritis.

The local church is really where ie 
action must be. I would define the cl I- 
lenge to each of us in terms not of h w 
much change toward the Christian et ic 
can I accomplish in a few weeks >r 
months of tiffashing around in the 1c il 
church like a bull in a china shop, it 
rather of how much change can I c- 
complish in the local church in a li-e- 
time of working at the job. ■

BLACK BAPTIST 
PREACHER'S 
ANALYSIS:

CHASTISING 
E RICH YOUNG

RULER
“When the rich young ruler's value system prevails, 
what in name is church has become a den of iniqi/ity 
and has no moral power—only economic power.”

by Jesse L. Jackson 
Chicago, III.

I’m glad to see you Southern Baptist 

ministers here in Chicago. When I was 
growing up in South Carolina I wish I 
could have joined some of your church­
es, but I couldn't and that’s part of the 
problem. You can escape up here but 
there’s a Southern'Baptist church right 
up the street from my house in Ander­
son Street and if I get caught in there 
for anything other than being a janitor 
I would probably get put in jail. That’s 
the state of things.

Our churches, by and large, allow the 
flag to fly so much higher than the cross 
that our commitment to America is 
greater than our commitment to the 
wqrld. We have been preachers and 
servants of the government rather than 
prophets of Jesus the Christ. Our reli­
gion is incomplete. We are patriotic and 
not universal in our concern for justice. 
We find ourselves seeking permission 
from the government rather than com­
mission from the kingdom within us.

I don't ask the government for permis­
sion to stand up for justice. I don’t fret 
about its jail cells and its money offer 
and its tryranny and its crucifixions be­
cause I don’t seek permission from the 
government. 1 seek commission from 
God, and he assigns me to do justice, 
love mercy and walk humbly before, 
God.

John the Baptist, a rural man with 
very little training, preached about in­
dividuals and personalities because his 
eye was not trained for social percep­
tion. He could not see categorically. He 
could see only individually so he said 
if every man stops drinking, if every 
man stops smoking and every man re­
pents, the problems will he solved.

Paul updated the thing. Paul hada 
been trained; you know, been to school 
and took social ethics and had theology 
and studied philosophy. Paul did not 
disagree with John. He said, "Yes, the 

continued on page 24
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CHASTISING 
THE RICH YOUNG

RULER

problem is individuals and personal­
ities.” But, at the larger level it is 
powers and principalities that corrupt 
and destroy individuals by the thou­
sands while we try to save them one 
and two. The problem is not the liquor 
drinking, it is the distillery—deal with 
the deacon board man who owns the 
distillery not the man who’s victimized 
by his selling liquor. Don’t just deal 
with the dice player, deal with the syn­
dicate. That’s real. Don’t deal with the 
school dropout, deal with the education 
system that’s pushing them out. Don’t 
deal with the unemployed man, deal 
with the labor market. Deal with the 
nation’s economy and don't be afraid 
and make the word capitalism holy. 
Any system that feeds God’s children is 
holy and any one that does not is not 
holy. Nothing is divine but the Lord 
himself, nothing else that we put to-

continued from page 23

Forty million people in this nation 
starving, making less than $3,000 per 
year and it ain’t because they’re lazy. 
They work the hardest, the longest. They 
perform the nastiest chores. They’re the 
least respected and the last protected. 
They work every day but they make so 
little money it doesn’t make any differ­
ence. Call them lazy—who made cotton 
king? Those people. Who made tobacco 
road? And when the southern economy 

was failing, George Washington Car ;r 
in a laboratory took a peanut—m st 
people found a meal in it but he foi d 
300 elements in it—to revive the wh Ie 
southern economy. He was lazy?

It would be bad if it were in Inuia 
where they have less food and mt re 
people. But here we are killing hogs, 
plowing them under the ground, bu;y- 
ing potatoes, throwing food in the river 
to balance the economy and there are 
some of God’s children with worms in 
their stomachs, and we have fo go to 
a deacon board to get permission. You 
ought to get on your knees and get a 
commission. Decide to stand up right 
now. I would walk out of a den of 
iniquity that was voting on whether or 
not I could help poor people. Those 
of you in -South Carolina, -Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia where people are 
starving, who do you go to ask for 
permission?

Look at Jesus, see what got him 
killed. The government got him killed, 
just like it gets all prophets killed who 
begin to tell the story. There’s noth­
ing unusual about that—you can run 
around, using the name of Jesus and 
preaching "My country *tis of thee," 
and there’s no danger. You are an agent 
of the government. Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle set up an aristocratic philos­
ophy (illustrated by the pyramid). They 
had a problem of classism—upper, mid­
dle and lower. Jesus talked about a 
community (illustrated by the circle). 
Jesus said food should come because 
the ground is fertile, not because the 
man is lazy or energetic. All of us eat 
on grace. Nobody raises food, nobody 
fertilizes soil, nobody makes oil gre :sy 
or water wet. All of us operate on 
grace. No need of getting so self-r ,’h- 
teous about a man ought to starve >e- 
cause he’s lazy. He might be star- ng 
because he’s sick and does not have he 
energy. Justice, Jesus said, begin- at 
the level of potentiality. In other wc Js, 
Matthew was a cat selling out his wn 
people but at his creative core and his 
essence is God. He had the pote.' ig^ 
to be good. Even the whore and he 
prostitute have potentiality. Soci tes 
said justice begins in actuality; tha is, 
a man ought to be respected bee. jse 
of what he has achieved. That’s wi ere 
we are. Jesus said a man ought ti be 
respected because he is. There’s a Jif- 

Home Missions Jit . 1969

rence there. In this situation the rich 
et fat first and then they take their 
irplus and put it in grain houses. Then 

;hey dole out some to distributors. If 
nything is left it gets to the bottom. 

Jesus said the food ought to come out 
the middle—that’s community.

Anytime you got a rigid class struc­
ture like this, all those on the bottom 
ure supposed to give respect to those 
on top and be bowing. At that time if 
a man was a social outcast he had to 
announce “unclean.” Isn’t that what the 
leper had to cry, “unclean." Jesus said, 
“I’ll draw all of you unto me, all of 
you.” He didn’t have to check with his 
deacon board to see whether I could 
come to you all’s church. “All those 
that are heavy laden, come unto me 
and I will give you rest." Are you fol­
lowing Jesus, the Christ or the illusion 
of America? The fact is you ain’t fol­
lowing either one. You’re admiring him 
but you’re not following. You don’t 
have to worry for your pension plans 
take care of you if you follow Jesus.

Some are trying to make a lifetime 
living out of hustling the gospel, trying 
to figure out a way to grow old grace­
fully so somebody can take care of 
you 'til there just ain’t no more life in 
you. No real Christian ever looks for­
ward to living to be 90 about nothing. 
They are Methuselahites—not Chris­
tians—people who live 900 years. Some 
of you would just live/900 years about 
nothing, and you wouldn't care if after 
c-.i you would have no sex life, no noth- 
>■' •?, just live, just sit there and occupy

ce. Admiring or following Jesus? He 
l kicked out the traditional church, 
I- ' kicked out of the seminary, but he 
v it to where people needed him. “I 
1 w all men unto me," over against 
d wing white men unto me or rich 
n a unto me.

an you chastise your rich young 
r r? Do you preach to him or let him 
P ch to you? How do you deal with 
•' group of them? Don’t you recognize 
d when the rich young ruler’s value 
s.' m begins to prevail in your church 
d. what in name is church has be- 
Cl c a den of iniquity and has no 
m il power, only economic power? 
A your church ain’t no bank. It is a 
sp 'ual reservoir if it's a church. Who 
is od in y6ur church? He who tithes 
or c who says, “Such as I have, give 

I to thee." I heard the master say, 
"None is good but the father.” One 
man steals a $1,000 a week and 
he is able to give $100. The man has 
an unscrupulous hiring policy, a cheap 
labor basis, and he is tricking the gov­
ernment taking tax money. He is more 
able to give.

I hear the writer in Micah saying to 
the rich man who broke in on him talk­
ing about how to worship, about all this 
money. He asked, “Now look here, can 
I give from rivers of oil and get mem­
bership in your church?” The prophet 
didn’t say nothing. “Can I bring some 
calves?" You know, try to give the 
Lord back his stuff and think you’re 
making progress. “How’re you going to 
•give the Lord oil? give the Lord some 
calves? give the Lord some rams?" The 
prophet still ain’t said nothing. “Well, 
uh, can I give my firstborn?" The rich 
man hadn't walked up on no ecclesiasti­
cal pimp who was hustling; he came 
upon a prophet who was committed to 
truth, ahd the prophet got tired of him, 
and said, "Now, look, what you do, old 
man, you do justice—that’s behavior, 
that’s the way you treat people." And, 
“You love mercy—that’s your attitude. 
You walk humbly before the master; 
don’t you walk around accusing your­
self of owning the oil. You walk hum­
bly before God.”

You might name a river after you but 
that’s the Lord’s water. You might name 
a mountain after you, but that’s the 
Lord’s mountain. Yo|i walk humbly be­
fore God and with fear and trembling. 
Don’t raise up your arrogant self in the 
house of the Lord, assuming you are 
supposed to get some respect because 
you been a great stealer. Give me your 
being, not your belongings. Don't come 
giving your money, which is an exten­
sion, give yourself and let money be the 
overflow. Don't let money be the sub­
stance of your membership, let it be 
the overflow. Give me 10 percent of 
your money, of your time, of your con­
cern and your love.

Theologically the rationale for slavery 
came out of the American Christian 
church—the white church—not the 
Christian church. This rationale didn’t 
represent the position of Jesus. Our 
churches prayed over that, preached 
over it and dismissed it and had revivals 
that we couldn’t even come in as maids, 

preaching the gospel of Jesus, majoring 
on whether or not people could drink 
or smoke. Racism is in the roots, at the 
fountain of the nation. It is now a con­
genital problem where white people love 
their skins so much they will kill to 
keep it pink, so much they will deny 
the principles of Jesus and become un- 
theological in order to remain white. I 
just want to be a servant in his king­
dom. I just want to be an instrument of 
peace. I love everybody. I’m glad I have 
the capacity to do that. I don’t just look 
for loye objects, because whether or not 
you love me doesn’t make much differ­
ence. The question is whether I have 
the capacity to love you. I’m ready to 
live in a world of humanity.

God’s left-handed, you know—based 
on justice we wouldn’t be sitting here, 
and none of us deserves to really be 
here based upon what we’ve already 
done. Blit everytime God got ready to 
make a just decision, mercy, down 
through history, always overthrows it. 
So, he’s going to let all of us pome to 
heaven on mercy—coming to heaven 
on welfare. Put your white robe on and 
your wljite skin, marching down the 
street, but will you know a freedom 
song? You walk around just touring 
heaven and over in the corner will be 
some men with a lot of attention. 
Socrates will be there. He’ll be sitting 
somewhere trying to get that hemlock 
out of his system. Jesus will be there. 
He’ll be over in the corner, somebody 
rubbing oil on his head, getting the nail 
prints out of his hands. Paul will be 
over there. Somebody trying to put his 
neck intact. Medgar Evers from Missis­
sippi will be there. Malcolm will be 
there. Dr. King will be there. Amos 
and Isaiah, they’ll be sitting there. 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.

They all will be discussing hard trials 
and tribulations and the angels will be 
flocking around them because they’ll be 
freedom heroes. And everytime one of 
you break into the conversation, with 
no scars on you, dying on a pension 
plan—what will you have to contribute 
to the conversation? What will the 
angels find it necessary to do for you? 
Mercy will have you there but alien­
ation will set in and you will condemn 
yourself, and you’ll just walk out of 
heaven with nothing to do and nobody 
to talk with, and you'll just go to hell. ■
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A church which aligns itself only with the forces of-reaction 
and which develops a mentality impervious to change ulti­
mate^ draws down on itself the judgment of history. 
But to make the church merely a shock for revolution 
violates the character of the church and ultimately creates 
a whole range of problems.

by Karl Olsson
Chicago, III.

And Mary said:
Tel! out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord, 
rejoice, rejoice, my spirit, in God my Saviour;
so tenderly has he looked upon his servant, humble as she is.
For, from this day forth,
all generations will count me blessed,
so wonderfully has he dealt-with me, 

the Lord, the Mighty One.
His name is Holy;

his mercy sure from generation to generation
toward those who fear him;

the deeds his own right arm has done disclose his might:
the arrogant of heart and mind he has put to rout,
He has torn imperial powers from their thrones, 

but the humble have been lifted high.
The hungry he has satisfied with good things, 

the rich sent empty away.
He has ranged himself at the side of Israel his servant;

firm in his promise to our forefathers,
he has not forgotten to show mercy to Abraham

and his children’s children, for ever. *
Luke 2:46-55.

“My spirit rejoices in God my saviour."
Mary’s Magnificat sees the God of history as tffe equalizer, the redressei of 

grievances.
"the arrogant of heart and mind he has put to rout, 
he has torn imperial powers from their thrones 
but the humble have been lifted high."

Ww e have tended to state most of 
our contemporary woes in terms of 
problems and solutions as if the appli­
cation of clearer thinking would make 
them yield, but recent developments 
show that we don’t actually believe this.' 
Every issue is becoming a moral issue; 
almost every one of our woes is being 
attributed to the corruptions of power.

The furore about the draft, about 
Dow Chemical, about Vietnam is in­
spired by the moral question of what 
are we trying to do to and for human 
life. The young people who take this 
question seriously see the issue of hu­
man life as the central one. They may 
have a simpler view of existence than 
we should like. But no matter. To them, 
the sacredness of human life—the red 
blood flowing in the veins of all men— 
is the issue. In opposing the war they 
feel themselves to be the protagonists 
of justice.

Similarly with the race issue. The 
hard, even the obscene things, which 
are spoken by black racists and mili- 
t« ns; the hard and obscene things 
« ich are done; the bitter and angry 
p' is which are laid—these should not 
o’ cure the fact that for the blacks the 
is es are moral. A people deprived for 
ce iuries of the right to think of them- 
sc cs as having full stature before God; 
a -ople forced to survive by being 
ei r obsequiously pleasant or criminal­
ly outside" are beginning to see them- 
se .5 as fully human and are exulting 
in >e beauty of their identity. They 
ha a simpler view of existence than 
th <ible and Plato and St. Paul. They 
m not see as clearly the terrible price 
°f isorder; they may not see that 
an hy is no respecter of color, but 
n° atter; what they do see is that they 
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are human beings with human rights. In 
espousing the beauty of blackness they 
see themselves as protagonists of justice.

Finally, on the issue of student rights 
or the rights of youth. I happen to be a 
student administrator caught up in an 
uneasy poker game and wondering-what 
card to play next. I have no sympathy for 
the many destructive and embarrassing 
ways in which college and university 
students express their hatred of the es­
tablishment and make their demands 
known. I don’t think that many of them 
know the frightening effects on our cul­
ture of disorder, violence and intimida­
tion. I don’t think they understand that 
their wanton acts may provide the death 
blow not only to institutions but to 
some fine educational leadership. The 
academic personality and the academic 
community are poorly equipped to sur­
vive the harassments to which they are 
being subjected. And the end result may 
be not better but Ivorse education. The 
Phoenix may not rise from the ashes.

But student unrest underlines the fact 
that we are dealing with a moral and 
theological issue.' The struggle for stu­
dent rights and freedoms and the attack 
on the establishment are expressions of 
the desire of the students to be consid­
ered as adult human beings and not 
merely as children, under the custodial 
care of Big Daddy, a college administra­
tion functioning stuffly in loco parentis 
or, worse yet, as IBM cards. This was 
the burden of the shriek of one of the 
first protagonists of student rights at the 
University of California. Mario Savio 
made the dehumanization of the student 
a religious issue, likening the masses of 
powerless students to an eschatological 
community. The student in opposing 
the establishment also sees himself as a 

protagonist of justice.
Our death anxiety as human beings 

causes us to reach out convulsively for 
control. Our securing and retaining con­
trol serves ultimately to polarize society 
into the haves and the have nots. Bibli­
cal faith sees the human scene as under 
the ultimate judgment of God. Because 
God .is just, the valleys will be exalted 
and the high places plain. Social unrest, 
however unwelcome and unpleasant, is 
a crude effort to restore the balance 
which injustice has destroyep. As such, 
it must be seen as the revelation of the 
arm of the Lord. Abraham Lincoln 
spoke prophetically of this restoration 
of balance in his Second Inaugural ad­
dress:

One-eighth of the whole population were 
colored slaves, not distributed generally 
over the Union, but localized in the South­
ern part of it. These slaves constituted a 
peculiar’ and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was, somehow, the cause 
of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and 
extend this interest was the object for 
which the insurgents would rend the 
Union, even by war; while the government 
claimed no right to do more than to re­
strict the territorial enlargement of it. 
Neither party expected for the war, the 
magnitude, or the duration, which it has 
already attained. Neither anticipated that 
the cause of the conflict might cease with, 
or even before, the conflict itself should 
cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, 
and a result less fundamental and as­
tounding. Both read the same Bible, and 
pray to the same God; and each invokes 
His aid against the other. It may seem 
strange that any men should dare to ask 
a just God’s assistance in wringing theif 
bread from the sweat of other men’s faces: 
but let us judge not that we be not judged. 
The prayers of both could not be an­
swered; that of neither has been answered 

continued on page 28
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THE
ARM OF THE LORD

continued from page 27

CLOSING THE BREACH

fully. The Almighty has his own purposes. 
“Woe unto the wojldjjecause of offenses! 
for it must needs be that offenses come; 
but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh!" If we shall suppose that Amer­
ican slavery islone of those offences which, 
in the providence of God, must needs 
come, but whiclvhaving continued through 
His appointed time, He now wills to re­
move, and that He gives to both North 
and South, this terrible war, as the woe 
due to those by whom the offence came, 
shall we discern therein any departure 
from those divine attributes which the be­
lievers in a Living God always ascribe to 
Him? Fondly do we hope—fervently do 
we pray—that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away. Yet, if God will 
that it.continue, until all the wealth piled 
by the bondman's two hundred and fifty 
years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and 
until every drop of blood drawn with the 
lash, shall be paid by another drawn with 
the sword, as was said three thousand 
years ago, so still it must be said, “the 
judgments of the Lord, are true and righ­
teous altogether."

Where does the church stand in rela­
tion to this terrible levelling, this flat­
ting down of the mountains of in­
justice? Where does the church stand in 
revolution and the redress of grievance? 
Where is the church when the tumbrils 
gather in La Place de la Concorde and 
the blade falls? Does it rejoice with 
Mary that the arm of the Lord is re­
vealed against the imperial powers? 
Does it proclaim with Abraham Lin­
coln that the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether? Does 
it exult in the dream of Martin Luther 
King that those who have been far off 
will be made nigh?

Well, it had better. A church which 
aligns itself only with the forces of 
reaction and which develops a mentality 
impervious to change ultimately draws 
down on itself the judgment of history. 
The church cannot cast itself in the 
role of the Grand Inquisitor without 
identifying itself with the devil.

But to make the church merely a 
shock troop for revolution violates the 
character of the church and ultimately 
creates a whole range of problems. 
What does the church do, for example, 
when the last royalist or Girondist has 
lost his head and the last slave has been 
freed? What does the church do in a 
social democracy where justice has be­
come computerized and life is a vast
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unrelieved flatness? Does the church 
then sing a Te Deum for the equitable 
regime and bless the computers of a 
classless society?

Something is missing in this simple 
but moving delineation of the church’s 
task. The church rejoices in the arm of 
the Lord which tears imperial powers 
from their thrones and lifts high the 
humble. The church prays for daily 
bread and helps to feed the hungry. The 
church cannot be a fat cat among other 
fat cats.

But the church has a responsibility 
to its character and to its task. The 
church witnesses to a deeper mystery 
and a more awesome miracle than the 
dictatorship of the proletariat or stu­
dent governance. It proclaims a wilder 
joy than that of a consumer’s co­
operative.

That joy is related to the mystery of 
evil and the mystery of grace. I under­
stand^ impatience of a Marxist friend 
who told me that she was willing to 
forget the beatitude of heavenly bread 
for the sake of a hundred million empty 
stomachs. I honor her furious sense of 
justice. But despite its sin of forgetting 
the disaster of hunger, the church is 
compelled to proclaim that man does 
not live by bread alone.

In the Magnificat Mary proclaims the 
vindication of God's poor. It would be 
outrageous to spiritualize away the real 
hunger of the hungry. But we cannot 
let the larger miracle be obscured—the 
miracle of reconciliation. God has cho­
sen to suffer and die in human form in 
order to fill an intolerable hunger— 
deeper than the hunger for bread, more 
ravaging than the thirst for water.

This hunger is for communion and 
community—a living and loving rela­
tionship with God and with our fellows. 
Such a relationship cannot be achieved 
by a reapportionment of power, wheth­
er by force or by the ballot. It is the 
work of love, of suffering love. It is 
achieved by someone's going beyond 
justice.

In closing his Second Inaugural Ad­
dress, Lincoln said:

“With malice toward none; with char­
ity for all; with firmness in the right, 
as God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in; 
to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, 

and for his widow, and his orphan— o 
do all which may achieve and cher -h 
a just and lasting peace, among O' r- 
selves, and with all nations.”

But he could not have believed t! n 
the Civil War, however just, coi Id 
achieve these fends. He must have se. n, 
with a sort of prophetic vision, that to 
proclaim charity for all would me m 
suffering and death for some. He must 
have known that the man who sets out 
to continue God’s work of reconcilia­
tion in the world is going to expose 
himself to murderous hatred.

It was that way for him and for 
those who followed in his train: Dag 
Hammarskold, John Kennedy, Martin 
Luther King, Robert Kennedy.

It was that way for Mary also. The 
salvation so joyously proclaimed was a 
sword which ultimately pierced her 
own soul.

Even so the joy remains. Indeed it 
multiplies, changes its form, is resur­
rected. The angels hover between the 
sword points. Hammerskold’s Markings 
tremble with a somber joy. “I will lay 
me down in peace and take my rest: 
for it is thou, Lord, only that makest 
me dwell in safety."

At the conclusion of Tolkien’s The 
Lord of the Rings, we want to see 
Frodo, the courageous Hobbit, return 
to the Shire. After the long wars, we 
want him back in the cozy, flame- 
brightened, day-to-dayness of Hobbiton. 
Sam wants him there too, but Frodo is 
bound for another country.

“Where are you going, Master?" 
cried Sam.

“To the Havens, Sam," said Frodo.
“And I can’t come."
“No, Sam. Not yet anyway, not i ir- 

ther than the Havens.”
“But,” said Sam and tears startec in 

his eyes. "I thought you were goinji to 
enjoy the Shire too, for years and ye ‘S, 
after all you’ve done.”

“So I thought too, once. But I h ve 
been too deeply hurt, Sam. I tried to 
save the Shire, and it has been sa>'d, 
but not for me. It must often be o, 
Sam, when things are in danger: Sb e- 
one has to give them up, lose them so 
that others may keep them."

And s«»Sam and Frodo and B x> 
ride to the Havens "filled with a • d- 
ness that was yet blessed and witl ut 
bitterness." ■
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POWERLESS 
ETHICZ
AN EMPTY 
THEOLOGY
by Gordon Clinard
San Angelo, Tex.
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The issue in this age of science, intel­

lectual revolution and churning ghettos 
is not God. The big problem is man. 
Last Christmas Eve we sat in our homes 
and watched as a television camera fo­
cused on the earth from thousands of 
miles out in space. In that moment 
we faced the timeless problem of man. 
A man took the pictures from a man­
made spacecraft papable of going to 
the moon. Surely this was man’s high­
est hour of achievement. It pointed up 
how great we arp and that our powers 
are unbelievable. But there was another 
side to it. The camera focused on this 
earth where we live. Suddenly we felt 
how insignificant we are. Where on that 
ball were we? Not a single structure 
built by man was visible. No one could 
tell if the earth were inhabited. All of 
our hatreds and wars and frenzy sud­
denly looked pretty foolish. Just an 
invisible dot on a tiny ball. What could 
we matter? Yet we built the camera. 
We built the spacecraft. We took the 
pictures.

This is the problem with man. As 
Shakespeare put it: "Insect, infinite, a 
worm, a God. I tremble at myself 
and in myself am lost." Man is the 

problem. Who are we? How far will we 
go? How far will God let us go? Where 
does modern man find meaning for his 
existence?

The question cannot be answered 
without God’s answers. The mere scien­
tific and biological and social answers 
will 'hever be enough. I agree with 
Alexander Whyte, "I always miss in 
them ... a matter of more importance 
to me than all else they tell me. When 
I come to the end of my reading, I ask, 
is that all?"

The writer of Genesis had the same 
problems with man that we do. He saw 
the confusion of this world. He saw 
the shame of guilt, the burden of sin, 
the agony of childbirth, the bitterness 
of toil and the shame of prejudice and 
hatred. “What is man?" was his ques­
tion too. And his answer began with 
God. He is far behind us in technology, 
but he is far ahead of us in an under­
standing of God and man and the mean­
ing of life. His answers are: Man is 
made in the image of God; Man has 
been made for dominion;, Man is made 
for relationship. The answers forever 
bring together theology and ethics, 

continued
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POWERLESS ETHIC/ 
AN 
EMPTY THEOLOGY

I }evangelism and social concern. There 
can be no salvation of man ethically 
and socially until he finds himself in 
relationship with God. And, conversely, 
when man’s relationship with God is 
settled and he recognizes his sonship he 
must also be reconciled to man.

I believe that we are all agreed that 
evangelism is the mission which is the 
Church, the people of God. There can 
be no debate about the priority of the 
Christian mission. But evangelism and 
ethics belong together. Debate between 
the two is impossible. Evangelism and 
concern for the total man are one. They 
are historically Baptistic. They are in­
escapably biblical. It is the one divorced 
from the other which dissipates either 
and makes it less than Christian. This 
thesis tFrat evangelism and ethics belong 
together deserves brief analysis in the 
clj^llenging setting of this conference.

Consider basic definitions. Evangelism 
means the proclamation of good news. 
C. E. Autrey, Southern Baptists’ direc­
tor of evangelism, strongly denies C. H. 
Dodd’s thesis that there is a sharp 
cleavage between evangelism and the 
teaching ministry in the New Testa­
ment. Autrey contends that evangelism 
means to fulfill all that is embraced in 
discipling men. Didasko, he asserts, de­
scribes the evangelistic activity of Jesus 
more often than any other word. There 
is ground to question the effectiveness 
of any evangelism emphasis which 
omits the ethical dimension. Evangelism 
is concerned with the whole man. Per­
sonal redemption and social concern 
are forever united in biblical evangelism.

The definitions of Christian ethics 
vary, but they invariably include the 
vertical relation of man to God. Geor­
gia Harkness thinks Christian ethics is 
Jesus’s way of life applied to the man­
ifold problems and decisions of human 
existence. Brunner believes that “Chris­
tian ethics is the science of human con­
duct as it is determined by divine 
conduct." Olin Binkley writes in the 
Southern Baptist Encyclopedia that the 
Christian ethic issues out of and is in­
terlocked with the Christian gospel. “It 
is grounded in the reality of God as re­
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vealed in Jesus Christ and deals with the 
principles of human response to God’s 
action in creation and redemption.

The wedding of theology and ethics 
is clear in the biblical record. Man’s 
sexuality is God’s gift to underscore 
man’s social nature. God saw that it 
was not good for man to be alone. It 
never is. Man is not man alone. The 
man who desires to “sing a solo” in life 
is forever a freak. He is not a man. 
Man is not man without another. Man 
is not man until in some way he fulfills 
another. Man is not man until he loves.

Those who insist that evangelism 
and social concern are antagonists 
cannftfcread the prophets with com­
fort. To us a single act of injustice, 
cheating in business, exploitation of 
the poor, is slight. But to the proph­
ets it is a disaster.

God put man in the family relationship 
to teach him his need and his glory in 
being in community. Man’s sin alien­
ated him not merely from God but 
from man. Thus, it is no mystery that 
personal and social redemption are com­
panions in Scripture.

Those who insist that evangelism and 
social concern are antagonists cannot 
read the prophets with comfort.- These 
men were sensitive to every form of 
social evil. Instead of dealing with the 
timeless issues of being and becoming 
they cried out about widows and or­
phans, about the corruption of judges 
and dishonesty in the marketplace. As 
Abraham Heschel has said, “Instead of 
showing us a way through the elegant 
mansions of the mind, the prophets 
take us to the slums.” The things that 
horrified the prophets are now daily oc­
currences all over the world. To us a 
single act of injustice, cheating in busi­
ness, exploitation of the poor, is slight. 
But to the prophets it is a disaster..If 
the prophets’ messages were anything, 
they were contemporary. They were ad­
dressed to the social sins of a world of 
cruelty, deceit, idolatry and violence.

But the Old Testament prophets were 
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not social refqrmers per se. Their c ies 
for justice were a word from God ■ ho 
is just. Their pleas for ethical righteous­
ness were based on the redemptive v )rk 
of God. This was a people whose, 
exodus was the deliverance of God. 
That exodus meant that they were now 
to live an exodus kind of life.

The ethical content in the ministry 
of Jesus is evident. The Sermon on the 
Mount contains an ethic so revolution­
ary that all kinds of theological and 
critical methods have been used to 
avoid its relevance for life in our kind 
of world. His ethical demands were fre­
quently' specific enough to justify Hal­
ford Luccock’s matchless observation 
that “Jesus was not crucified because 
he said, ‘Behold the lillies, how they 
grow’; but because he said, ‘behold the 
thieves, how they steal.’ ” His concern 
for the poor, his impatience with du­
plicity, his rejection of all religion 
which was dead ritual without meaning­
ful life confirm the wedding of evangel-, 
ism and ethics. He usually did some­
thing for man before he safd something 
to man. He was concerned about the 
total man. The redemption he preached 
and died to provide involves the whole 
man. The follower of Christ cannot be 
a Christian on Sunday and an atheist 
on Monday.

But the ethics of Jesus are not to be 
separated from theology. As Georgia 
Harkness has put it, “The keynote in 
the life and teaching of Jesus with 
regard to man’s moral duty is four ! in 
obedient love.” The God-centered life 
is the basis of social righteousness. His 
ethical concerns were all theologic .1 in 
nature: the supreme worth of every per­
son to God, the Kingdom of God the 
eschatalogical tension between this 
world and the world to come, rest ved 
only by God’s control over both re 1ms 
and man’s response in obedient a' :ep- 
tance of God’s will in faith and seWce.

The same basic unity between t ool­
ogy and ethics occurs in Paul. V -tor 
Paul FurfRsh’s work on Theology And 
Ethics in Paul considers the relatit i of 
theological proclamation and more ex­
hortation to be the crucial problei i in
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■ erpreting the Pauline ethic. With 
I Ail salvation deals with the total 
ti .nsformation of man's 'life and being 
1 . God's sovereign power at work in 
(iirist. The present age is so fully en­
thralled by the hostile powers that 
something far more than social reform 
is required. The salvation of the world 
requires a radical transformation. But 
when redemption occurs, the power of 
God is fulfilled as love in the life of 
the believer. Paul’s ethic is radically 
theological because it presupposes that 
man’s whole life and being is dependent 
upon the sovereign, creative, and re­
demptive power of God. Demand flows 
from gift. Ethics and theology are one.

Put into a sentence, the biblical call 
to balance between evangelism and 
ethics is simply “Faith without works 
is dead.” But works without faith is 
futile. At the point of social concern 
we need no new theology. We only 
need to let the biblical revelation loose 
in the world.

The history of evangelism proves 
that the gospel, when faithfully pro­
claimed, calls for social renewal. The 
great revivals of history have come not 
only at times when society reeled under 
social and national immorality and spir­
itual poverty, but the noteworthy evan­
gelists and revival movements have re­
sulted in ethical and social reform. The 
interest of the awakening of the 18th 
ci tury was intensely practical. The 
r . cneration preached not only assumed 
a -alistic doctrine of sin. It anticipated 
a fty renewal of holiness. John Wes- 
Ie s estimate of the revival is that it 
n 1c the selfish man self-denying, the 
d. nkard sober, the sensual chaste, the 
li: truthful, the thief honest, the proud 
hi ble, the godless godly, and the 
th (less thrifty. The evangelical revival 
w influential in the abolition of slav- 
ei prison reform, unparalleled relief 
oj ie poor, the care of the sick and 
th iged, the removal of injustices in 
iiv t{ and working conditions. But it 
* not a revival of social reform per 
se he social reforms coming from the 
e- gelical revival were, as Skevington

I has-called them, “the continuity
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of spiritual impulse." Evangelism and 
ethics were one.

Timothy Smith has demonstrated the 
same principle of balance between re­
vivalism and social reform in his study 
of the 19th century awakening in 
America. Far from disdaining earthly 
affairs, the evangelists played a key 
role in the widespread attack upon 
slavery, poverty and greed. The interest 
was theologically based: the Lordship 
of Christ, the radical nature of the new 
life in Christ, the second coming of 
Christ were the tenets upon which so­
cial reform was built.

Who can forget or ignore the con­
tribution of the great evangelistic 
preachers to social reform? Wesley 
spoke against war as the most horrid 
reproach to the Christian name. He 
thundered, “Now, who can reconcile 
war, I will not say merely to religion, 
but to any degree of reason or common 
sense?" The traveler to the squalid En­
glish village 100 years after Wesley 
preached learned the social influence of 
the man. “Why can’t a man get a drink 
of liquor in this wretched town," he 
asked? "Because 100 years ago, a man 
named Wesley preached here," was his 
answer.

Moody's ethical impact is illustrated 
in the delightful story of the depart­
ment store clerk wno was asked shortly 
after the evangelist’s last great evan­
gelistic appearance in Boston, “Is this 
handkerchief really genuine linen?" She 
replied "Before Mr. Moody came to 
town it was a genuine linen handker­
chief, but since Mr. Moody has been 
to town it is no linen handkerchief at 
all." If this were evangelism in our 
time, we could all be agreed upon its 
urgency. If this be revival, then I for 
one am ready to join with Habakkuk, 
“Revive thy works in the midst of 
the years."

Charles Spurgeon spoke out against 
child labor, the oppression of the poor, 
the ignoring of the aged, the care of 
orphans, and was so bold in his preach­
ing on slavery that many of his books 
were burned by preachers in the South- 

continued
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way of life. $5.95

The new hovel by the author of 
THE B VED INVADER

Like Eugenia Price s bestselling first 
novel, New Moon Rising is based 
on a real family, the Goulds, cotton 
planters on St. Simons Island, 
Georgia. It is set in the years before 
and during the Civil War when the 
question of slavery was tearing the 
nation apart. The storm center of 
this farqily novel is the younger 
son, Horace Gould; and the story 
deals with his growing hatred of 
slavery while the South, which he 
loves, accepts slavery as a natural

Order from your Baptist Book Store

Philadelphia Lippincott New Yorki

POWERLESS ETHICZ

EMPTY THEOLOGY
continued from page .

ern part of the United States. Charles 
Finney’s revivals resulted in the con­
version of tens of thousands of persons. 
But Finney was as outspoken concern­
ing social problems as he was con­
cerning personal redemption. It was 
Finney who said, “Revivals are hin­
dered when ministers and church take 
wrong ground in regard to any ques­
tion involving human rights.” George 
Truett’s concern for religious and civil 
liberty, for the abolition of crime, for 
the removal of family disorder is as 
famously known as are his compassion­
ate pleas for personal salvation. We 
await eagerly the Word publication by 
Fant,' Pinson and Hammer, 20 Cen- 
turiej^rf Great Preaching, to prove the 
thesis that the great preZhers known 
for their evangelism have been in the 
forefront of pulpit voices crying out 
against social injustice. y

So the balance between evangelism 
and ethics is a matter of biblical and 
historical record. We can conclude that 
evangelism means involvement in God’s 
total redemptive purpose in the world. 
This is the challenge of the hour.

This redemptive interest is first per­
sonal. Ethics must have a theology. Paul 
Scherer sees this as the great ethical 
need of this period of history. If the 
Pharisees in Jesus’ day attempted reli­
gion without ethics, our problem is the 
opposite. In Scherer's words, “too many 
of us have been trying too long to live 
on the ethical capital of our forebearers 
without replenishing any of it at the 
level of faith: caring in some measure 
about the fruits, while allowing the 
roots to look out for themselves.”

Ever since Eden, Satan has attempted 
to drive a wedge between ethics and 
theology. God has said of the tree, “ye 
shall not eat of it.” That is ethics. “Lest 
ye die," that is theology. The serpent 
said, "Ye shall not die." There the 
theology was cut away. “Your eyes 
shall be opened and you shall be as 
gods." There is the ethic misshapen and 
distorted since it is divorced from theol­
ogy. In the breach between faith and 
action, between theology and ethics, 
life becomes demonic. Give the Golden

Rule no more than a secular conic .t 
and it becomes immoral. Do unto othc s 
as you would have others do unto yo i. 
That is to say, you are to share yo ir 
heroin with others if you would ha t 
others share their heroin with you. The 
Great Commandment, “love thy neigh­
bor as thyself” is not the sum total of 
the Christian faith. Without the gospel 
in front of it, it is nothing but a vagrant 
imperative. It has no visible means of 
support.

To preach Christianity as a way of 
life is a cruel thing. It is that, gloriously 
that, but if that is all that it is, there 
is nothing more depressing. The trouble 
is, the gospel addresses fallen men. We

The history of evangelism proves 
that the gospel, when faithfully pro­
claimed, calls for social renewal.

speak to people who live in a world of 
their own. It is a world of self-centered­
ness. It is a world in which fallen man 
is convinced more than ever that he :s 
able to be self-sufficient. Unholy men 
cannot acquire enough truth or good­
ness to make them holy. This is the 
demand for personal evangelism. Before 
men can live the new way they must 
be new men.

So personal evangelism is first. The 
error of the social gospel must not he 
made again. It is not enough for man 
to have equal rights. He only will de­
prive others of his new won rights, on- 
less he is first a new man. It is ot 
enough for man to have economic se­
curity: he will live in a hell of evi y- 
thing to live with and nothing to ve 
for, unless he is a new man. It is ot 
enough to get man out of the ghc o: 
he will be in a worse ghetto of sep a- 
tion from God, unless he is a new n n.

heIt is not enough to get man on 
moon: unless he is a new man Ffc 
take his same hell with him, he 
spoil that place too, he will build 
new BaWl on the lunar surface too 

lis
It

is not enough to be educated: H er 
was educated also. It is not enougl to 
have a job: The executive still can h te.

Home Missk *s

It ;s not enough to go to church with 
a man of another color: I can sit by 
him and be as segregated in spirit 
as ever.

This is more than a cliche. This is 
to assert that social preaching devoid 
of a biblical and redemptive source is 
empty. This is to assert that the alien­
ation of man from man will be resolved 
nowhere short of the drama of death 
and resurrection, a conversion and a 
new birth. This is to assert that if God 
is not a party to the reconciling drama, 
the last state of relationship may be 
worse than the first. This is to assert 
that the Ten Commandments will never 
be understood until they are understood 
as the way men spiritually free express 
their liberty. This is to say that the 
primary task of preaching is not to 
preach social reform but to preach re­
demption and the social results of re­
demption. This is to say that the pri­
mary scandal of the gospel today is not 
that it makes no contact with living 
issues. It is the scandal which affirms 
that only in Jesus Christ can man be 
reconciled to God and to his fellowman.

The first redemptive interest of the 
people of God is personal. John Mc­
Kay is forever right, “It is the business 
of the church to create the creators of 
the new social order.” But if is equally 
truv that true evangelism involves us 
in he redemption of the world order. 
Th danger in our emphasis on personal 
rei. nption is not that we shall be guilty 
of npty cliches. We are dealing with 
the central need of man. The danger 
is ’ it we shall permit the part to be 
the vhole. The danger is that we shall 
hid behind our primary calling to keep 
us it of the world where men live, 
wh . God moves, and to which we are 

y called. This is the “dangerous” 
sid f our calling from which we seek 
to But we must come to grips with 
the ct that no one can truly be con- 
cer' I with personal redemption with- 
oui ecoming concerned with the re­
do ion of the whole man and with 
his >rld. A redeemed man in a re- 
dec d s'oeiety is the goal of the Chris­
tian witness and ministry.

July J 969

In short, theology must have an 
ethic. The Christian social ethic of love 
and justice must be proclaimed and 
lived if we are to follow Christ in his 
mission.

We shall do this by being the Church. 
We must remember that the Church is 
the people of God. The best involve­
ment we shall make in social concern 
is through the people who are the 
Church being church in the world 
where they live. There are many social 
issues which Christian concern must 
leave to those to handle who are better 
equipped than we who are ministers. 
Our role is to equip those who are in 
the world to be in it as Christian men 
concerned, as Jesus is, with every threat 
to the dignity and freedom of man.

But if there are to be Christian 
politicians and Christian sociologists 
who dare to become involved redemp- 
tively in the social needs of our time, 
they must have the instruction and the 
encouragement of the Church. This 
means that the pulpit cannot remain 
silent about the burning issues of our 
day. No amount of reaction from the 
pew which shouts “stick to the gospel” 
must be allowed to deter us from the 
gospel in its fullness. If the Church 
does not speak out boldly on the issues 
of the moment who will? Christian men 
falter in government, business and la­
bor because they have not been mo­
tivated to be the Church in the world. 
We have tended to be the "kept 
Church" more than the Church of 
Jesus Christ. He who took the risk and 
died to bring redemption to mankind 
cannot be pleased with a silent church, 
afraid for its budget, afraid for its 
safety, in a world grown mad.

The church must act institutionally in 
the social crisis. Paul Scherer’s striking 
story illustrates the point. The little girl 
was found in deep distress. Somebody, 
she moaned, pointing to the bushes that 
lined the garden path, had set traps out 
there for the birds. When asked what 
she had done about it, she said, “I have 
prayed about it. I have prayed that none 
of the birds would go near the traps." 

continued

If
the all-time 
best seller 
needed 
interpretation, 
what would 
the best 
interpretation 
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. be?

THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE
single volumes, $8.75; 12-volume 
set, $89.50; deluxe leather edition 
(sets only). $199.50

THE INTERPRETER'S 
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE
4-volume set. $45

Order from your Baptist Book Store
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LET US HELP YOU 
HAVE A MORE 

EFFECTIVE 
CHURCH MINISTRY 

with:

THE CHURCH USHER
Detailed instructions on what the 
responsibilities of a church usher 
are, how he can be trained for 
effective service, and the impor­
tance of his work in- contributing 
to the image of a church are con­
tained in this filmstrip from 
Broadman Films. 50 frames, col­
or,, manual and recording, $7.50.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM, 
1969-70
Providing an overview of excit­
ing changes and new resources in 
the Sunday School Program for 
1969-70, this filmstrip will be 
useful in officers and teachers’ 
meetings, Sunday School Council 
meetings, etc. 50 frames, color, 
narration guide, $7.50.

...and
THE CHURCH USING 
AUDIOVISUALS
Discover in this filmstrip ways to 
enrich your church’s, ministry by 
using filmstrips, slides, and mo­
tion pictures. This filmstrip 
points to sources which will make 
easier the job of planning wor­
ship programs, assemblies, Bible 
studies and fellowships. 50 
frames, color, manual and re­
cording, $7.50.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

BROADMAN FILMS 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203
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AN 
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continued from pag< 33

Paul James 
Heads 

New York Convention

Then a long pause, and a sob, “And I 
have prayed that if any did, the traps 
would not work." Another long pause, 
and another sob, not quite so bitter as 
the last. “And just a few minutes ago,” 
she said, smiling a bit now, “I went out 
there and kicked the traps to pieces.”

For one thing, we must prove that 
we have meant what we have said. We 
have preached that God is no respecter 
of persons, that he shows no partiality, 
that all men are equal in the sight of 
God, that all men are in God’s heart. 
Some of our problems today have come 
because the masses of men have taken 
uwseriously. But whe^ they have be­
lieved what we said and knocked on 
the church door, they found that we 
said it because it ought to be said and 
not because we meant‘it. There was a 
time when we preached the liberty and 
equality of all men in Christ, and we 
could believe it for they were far from 
us. They are near, and we are not so 
sure.. There were times when we could 
preach love for all men, and we would 
think of people across the world and 
agree. Now they are at our door, they 
are in our block in world grown 
small, and we do not like the mind of 
Christ on the matter. I doubt if people 
reject the church today. They probably 
are looking for it. They are as interested 
as ever in a dynamic, meaningful ex­
perience with God. They express the 
need in secular terms, to be sure, but 
it is there just the same. But they are 
totally dissatisfied with an institutional 
church which, like Theodore Wedel’s 
famous parable of the lighthouse, be­
came more concerned with its own 
comfort than with the business of sav­
ing men. So concern for man’s soul 
will not be accepted until we have 
proved that we are concerned for the 
total man, until we prove that we really 
believe what we say.

The creative ministries under discus­
sion here are a part of the answer. 
Churches daring to remain biracially in 
the teeming inner city, rather than to 
run to maintain a comfortable country­

club religion complete with baptistry are 
a part of the answer. A belief that? Sod 
is doing something in our world and 
becoming involved in what he is doing 
is a part of the answer. A church rel­
evant, not with a new message but with 
the unchanging message of revealed 
truth cut loose to do its work in thtf 
present world, is a part of the answer. 
To care enough to listen to men is a 
part of the answer.

I know no clearer way to put it than 
to say that the church or Christian 
without social concern has not come to 
grips with evangelism. But we must be 
sure that this social concern is unique. 
The uniqueness of our concern is that 
it is centered in redemption, for we 
have no other ministry than the redemp­
tion of men. It is centered in one hope, 
Jesus Christ, for we shall have no 
peace, no liberty, no equality, no recon­
ciliation apart from Jesus Christ. The 
need is for the Church to be the 
Church, for us to keep our soul in the 
midst of the tensions and pressures of 
our time.

Our opportunity for evangelism is un­
paralleled. If we can get beyond our

In the breach between faith and 
action, between theology and ethics, 
life becomes demonic.

prejudices, if our vision can lift our 
eyes beyond our difficulties, if wi can 
really believe that this is the d; of 
reaping, there is a new, dynamic day 
ahead for us. The battleground tor y is 
at the point of whether or not w be­
lieve that the institutional churcl the 
local congregation, can be God’s i >tru- 
ment in the new secular wortjk I' can- 
and it can more than ever, if w are 
willing to keep faith with our m sion 
of biblical evangelism. The great hal- 
lenge of the hour is to care, lik He 
who was not ashamed to be died 
Servant. That led to a cross but i also 
led to an exaltation. ■

Home Mis' ons

Paul S. James

Paul S. James of New York City July 

I assumed the position of executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist Con­
vention of New York.

Elected as the new convention’s first 
executive, James is laying the founda­
tion for state offices in Syracuse, N.Y., 
and preparing for the constituting con- 
ven >n on Sept. 26.

1 e constituting convention will be 
heh Sy representatives of 100 churches 
and jhapels with more than 10,000 
mer 'crs. The churches are located in 
an ea which includes New York 
Sta: northern New Jersey and south- 
wes n Connecticut.

1 • Baptist Fellowship of New York 
is tl intermediate organization leading 
UP state convention status. The new 
con aion will begin operation on Jan. 
*• 1 0, becoming the thirty-first state 
con tion affiliated with the Southern 
Bap Convention.

-is, formerly superintendent of 
m‘s' is for the Metropolitan New 
Yori laptist Association, currently is 
Ser' also as president of the fellow­
ship

July ’969

Before becoming superintendent of 
missions for New York City and sur­
rounding metropolitan area, James was 
pastor for six years of the Manhattan 
Baptist Church.

Previously, hd was pastor in Au­
burn, N.Y’., and ht the Tabernacle Bap­
tist Church in Atlanta. In 1957 he 
went under Home Mission Board ap­
pointment to New York and organized 
the first Southern Baptist church in the 
New York City, New Jersey, New 
England area.

Since then, Southern Baptist mission 
work has grown to 140 churches and 
chapels—some in the six New England 
states which later will become a state 
convention, and some in southern New 
Jersey which will join Pennsylvania 
churches in becoming a convention.

Currently, Southern Baptist churches 
in the Frontier Association (western 
New York state) are affiliated with the 
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio. 
Baptist churches east of Rochester, 
N.Y., are affiliated with the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland.—B.P.,

NEXT MONTH
"Crisis Piled on Crisis”

. by Warner B. Ragsdale 
Washington, D.C.

first article in a 14-part series, 
"Toward A Creative Urban Strategy"

6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

FOR
OFFERING CIRCULAR

Tear out and mall to 
Bill Landen, ADM. 

Colorado Baptist General 
Convention

P. O. Box 22005
Denver, Colorado 80222

Name ..........................................
Address .........................................
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a Catholic 
layman “speaks his

This provocative new book is the 
. personal testimony of an outstanding 

and influential Catholic layman. Mr. 
Scharper writes candidly, answering 
many questions that non-Catholics 
ask. As he presents his faith and the 
practices of his church, it develops 
that actual Catholic belief is not 
always what non-Catholics suppose it

Order BROADMAN BOOKS 
from your Baptist Book Store

$3.95
Paper, $1.95

io be.

( SUNDAY 
i dinner 
eeoK

I 500K

For the busy homemaker who dashes 
in from church each Sunday, hat lean­
ing precariously, Bible and purse in 
hand, to answer the inevitable ques­
tion, "Mother, what's for dinner to­
day?" These easy-to-prepare recipes 
serve average-sized families (4 to 6 peo­
ple) and have been “kitchen tested, 
husband digested, son analyzed, and 
neighborhood criticized." (26b) 11.50

Order this new BROADMAN BOOK 
from your Baptist Book Store

Touching 
the

Untouchables
continued from page 7

to high rise, the complexes range from 
50-841 units.

Residents include “mostly families— 
of all descriptions,” Garret said, "be­
ginning families with low incomes, 
established families who just prefer 
apartment living, retired persons.”

“We have no trouble getting into the 
apartments,” Garrett said, “we have 
good liaison with the management. We 
offer our entire staff for any kind of 
assistance, and the management and 
some residents are delighted.”

This offer and an advertising sticker 
placed on each ’phone listing the 
Bethany Church among other “emer­
gency" numbers have resulted in “tre­
mendous response”—particularly for 
i^arriage counseling.

Chaplains Prayer Calendar
AUG. 1: Dallas G. Roscoe, La., Army. 

AUG. 2: Roger G. Donathan, Okla., 
Army; David R. Johnson, N.C., Air Force; 
Jack R. Peters, Okla., Navy. AUG. 3: 
Lewis G. Burnett, Tex., Army; Thomas 
W. Black Jr., Miss., Air Force; Clayton 
E. Day, Tex., Army. AUG. 4: Kenneth H. 
Edmiston, La., Army; Calvin H. Garner, 
Ark., Army; Charles R. Parker Sr., Ga.. 
Navy; James S. Park§, Tex.', hospital. 
AUG. 5: Lyndel C. Barnes, Ill., Army; 
Howard A. Easley, Ala., Army; James R. 
Perdew, Mo., Navy; Parker Q. Thompson, 
Mo., Army; James E. Dillard, Ga., hospital.

AUG. 6: Ray N. Cooley, Ky., hospital; 
Jack L. Welch, Tex., Air Force. AUG. 7: 
Lester T. Buckalew, Ga., Air Force; Wal­
lace M. Hale, Tex., Army; Frederick J. 
Kevetter, Mo., Air Force. AUG. 8: John 
D. Ford Jr., Calif., Army; Robert Wilson, 
La., hospital; Charles H. Wolcott, Tex., 
Army; Joe Frank Weber, Tenn., hospital. 
AUG. 9: Robert F. Cullum, Tex., hospital; 
Harry C. Hand, N.J., industrial. AUG. 11: 
Bobby G. Allen, Miss., Army; Kirtley R. 
Cook, Ky., Air Force; Ronald M. Stephen­
son. Ky., hospital. AUG. 12: Harold Jor­
dan, Miss., industrial; Francis A. Knight, 
Fla., Army.

AUG. 13: William R. Eaton, Ariz., hos­
pital; Dean L. Minton, N.C., Air Force; 
John F. Wakefield, La., Army. AUG. 14: 
Jack E. Coward, Tex., Army; John J. 
Gleason Jr., Ga., hospital; Herbert R. 
Earley, Tex., institutional. AUG. 15: Paul 
N. Mitchell, Ark., Army. AUG. 16: Edwin 
R. Andrews, Ky., Army; WeSley E. Brett,

Initially contact was made w h a 
complex, and church members anc staff 
visited door-to-door to obtain inf< ma. 
tion that was compiled into a f ofile 
for that particular complex. Rc ular 
visitation contacts continued afte this 
first effort.

Presently many apartment res lents 
are among children involved it the 
church’s annual Action Timi —10 
weeks of Bible study, worship, t usk, 
crafts, citizenship, recreation and field 
trips.

The church bus picks up the ch' dren 
at 9 and brings them home at :2;30 
Monday through Friday morning.

Garrett said about a dozen church 
members are included on the Action 
Time staff, as well as the church’s pro- 
fessional staff and two summer mis­
sionaries provided by the Dallas Bap­
tist Association. f

By the end of July, Garrett said, 
ministries probably will include Bible 
study-fellowship meetings in the apart­
ments, tutoring (two high schools, four 
junior high schools, and eight elemen­
tary schools are located in the area) 
and a weekly shopping jaunt bus trip, 
particularly for the retired persons. a

N.C., hospital. AUG. 17: Elvin B. Norris, 
Tex., Army; Jefferson D. Norman HI. 
Ala., Air Force; Billie H. Pate, Calif., 
institutional. AUG. 18:' W.T. Permenter, 
Tex., Army; Kenneth R. Speer, Tex., 
Army; Sam C. Rushing, La., hospital.

"The New Testamcnl in Four Versions" permits a wholly new approach to 
Bible study for both preacher and layman alike. In one glance . across 
facing pages and in parallel columns . . . you can compare the words of the 
entire New Testament in these four famous translations —
KING JAMES REVISED STANDARD PHILLIPS NEW ENGLISH

AUG. 19: Joe H. Morgan, Tex., Navy; 
Ray E. Woodall, Miss., Army. AUG. 20: 
Jack R. Bradshaw, Ga., Navy; Wallace M. 
Hucabee, La., Navy; George W. Pettigrew 
Jr., N.C., Navy; Charles L. Phipps. Ga., 
institutional. AUG. 22: William G. Justice, 
Tenn., hospital. AUG. 23: James E. Doffin 
Jr., N.C., Navy; Leslie M. LeFils. Tex- 
Navy; Elden H. Luffman, Fla., Navy, 
Ronald G. Mills, Ala., Army; Ea I W. 
Minor, Mo., Air Force. AUG. 24: I obeii 
L. Browning, Miss., Air Force; Wilford 
C. Kimble, La., Navy; John B. aney, 
Miss., institutional. AUG. 25: Alfi d W- 
Meeks, Fla., Air Force; Hugh D. imith. 
Tex., Navy; Clyde J. Wood, Ala., Vmy

AUG. 26: George M. Hinderc . Pa- 
Navy; Charles A. Tyson, Tenn., \nny- 
AUG. 27: Ralph W. McDonald, G -., Air
Force. AUG. 28: William K. Bag 
S.C., Army. AUG. 29: Paul B. C 
Ala., Army; Phillip J. Castfury 
Army; Gary E. Penton, La., Wir 
AUG. 30: Marvin D. Keenen, 
Army; Joe H. Morgan, Tex., Naw. 
Williamson, Minn., hospital; Ro 
Paciocco, Pa., Navy. AUG. 31: Al 
Hart, Tenn., institutional; Charles 
Tenn., Army; Benjamin F. Kellej 
Air Force; Norman L. Redding, I 
stitutional; Douglas A. Venters, N 
Force. ■

This 864-pagc volume, in permanent library binding, is truly an indispensable 
aid to anyone interested in exploring the riches of God's Word. And prob­
ably the most interesting fact of all about this comparative New Testament 
is that . . .

. . . YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR OWN COPY AS A GIFT
BY SUBSCRIBING TO CHRISTIANITY TODAY

This practical working Now, Testament is a natural gift to expect from 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY, a magazine'thoroughly committed to upholding the 
complete trustworthiness and reliability of the written Word. Every other 
week, leading Protestant writers bring you fresh viewpoints, relating biblical 
truths to contemporary life. TIME Magazine recently said that CHRISTIANITY 
TODAY ". . . includes an impressive sample of the kind ol alert religious 
reporting and comment that make the magazine indispensable."

NBwTeslament available
only with a subscriplion
10 CHRISTIANITY TODAY-

CHRISTIANITY TODAY, Dept. B-056
| Washington Building, Washington. D C. 20005
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use coupon io order now 
f.ause of a special arrangement with thq various publishers 
•Ived, the only way "The New Testament in Four Versions" 
n be acquired is by subscribing to CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

at nominal cost. The "New Testament in Four Versions" 
ot be purchased anywhere at any price. And the supply is 
limited. So to be assured of receiving your complimentary 

Testament, mail the adjacent coupon today.
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I

Please enter my nnc-year subscription to CHRISTIANITY TODAY | 
at S6 and send me FREE ’The New Testament in l our Versions"

□ I am enclosing 56*. □ Bill me later.
□ Minister I

NAME ..................................................................................  □ Layman

ADDRESS .....................................................................................................

CITY............................................ STATE.............ZIP CODE...............
•Add S1 extra per year tor subscriptions outside U. S. A U. S. Possessions I



( A man 
searching...

Children without

The Search for 
Blonnye Foreman

Jesse C. Fletcher

THE SEARCH FOR BLONNYE FOREMAN
by Jesse C. Fletcher
Blonnye Foreman, an educational missionary for the Foreign Mission 
Board, disappeared on a flight into the interior of Brazjl in 1955. Mis­
sionary James Musgrave was sent to find him. Here is the re-creation 
of that search, and the discovery by Musgrave that there were some 
missing links in his own life. (26b) $3.25

THE LITTLE PEOPLE
by David Wilkerson with Phyllis Murphy
The gutter is a strange parish made up of big people—addict.-.. mug 
gers, prostitutes—and the little people to whom they give birth. Bom 
without hope, without warmth or love, these little ones face ; world 
they hate from their beginning. This is the story of sin’s chil Iren- 
who they are, how they exist, what happens to them—and it a ks the 
haunting question, “Who is responsible?” (6r) 52.95

A BAPTIST□book store
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Missionary Appointees

1 Joe Henry Music is serving as pas­
tor of the University Baptist Church in 
Salt Lake City, and in addition, has 
been appointed to direct Southern Bap­
tist missions efforts in the area.

S' former pastor of Trinity Baptist 
ChL ?h in Springfield, Ore., he is a 
gra< ate of Baylor (Baptist) University 
in X co, Tex., and Southwestern Bap­
tist cological Seminary in Fort Worth.
' iative of Austin, Tex., he also has 

sen as pastor of churches in Arizona, 
Cab rnia and Oklahoma. His birthday 
is b .. 20.

2 lax E. Cadenhead of Roosevelt, 
Oki is serving as state director of 
Soni rn Baptist Christian social minis- 
lry 1 >rts in Michigan.

F’ >ier pastor of Bethel Baptist 
Ohu in Roseville, Mich., he is a 
grad e of Baylor University and 
Sout estern Seminary.

Hi Iso has served as pastor of sev- 
irches in Texas. His birthday is

My, 969

3. Mrs. Doris Olivia Cadenhead, a 
native of Washington, D.C., also was 
appointed to Michigan. Her birthday is 
July 7. I

4. Richard (Dick) Allen Brogan of 
Laurel, Miss, is' working with National 
Baptists in the Mississippi Delta. Cur­
rently working as teacher-missionary 
with the Mississippi Baptist Seminary, 
he is a graduate of Mississippi College 
(Baptist) in Clinton and New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
has served as pastor to several churches 
in Arkansas and Mississippi. His birth­
day is Dec. 28.

5. Mrs. Catherine Dunn Brogan of 
Magnolia, Miss, is serving with her 
husband in the Mississippi Delta. Also 
a graduate of Mississippi College, she 
has been a public school teacher in 
Mississippi schools. Her birthday is 
Apr. 5.

6. Edwin I. Armitage, a native of 
Richford, N.Y., is serving as director of 
youth and family services in Cincinnati, 1 
Ohio under the direction of the Depart­
ment of Christian Social Ministries. A 
former pastor in Indiana and Ohio, 
he also was a social worker in Hamil­
ton, Ohio and a rehabilitation counselor 
for the Ohio State Bureau of Vocational 
Rehabilitation. He is a graduate of the 
Universtiy of Missouri in Columbia and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville. His birthday is Nov. 18.

7. Mrs. Elsie Anna Armitage, a na­
tive of Molina, Colo., is assisting her 
husband. A graduate of Missouri Bap­
tist Hospital in St. Louis and the Uni­
versity of Missouri, she is a registered 
nurse. Her birthday is July 8. a

(Most of these missionaries are ap­
pointed jointly by the HMB and the 
state convention where they serve, 
and/or other Baptist groups.)
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A house is not a home 
Without

BOOKS!
Broadman Readers Plan provides a balanced program of Chri tian 
reading for every home. Through this Plan you receive three lew 
books every three months—books for information, inspiration, ex .eri­
mentation, motivation, and self-improvement. For only $1.00 per 
book, you have a continuous and inexpensive source of good Chri tian 
reading!

Join NOW! Start your library 
immediately! Current selections are:
SUNDAY DINNER COOKBOOK by Phyllis S. Prokop
Prepared especially for wives with active church families—those who 
return from church around 12:30 with a very hungry family. The 
author includes recipes collected from pastors’ wives around the 
country and her own recipes which have been tested for a year. Her 
comments, quips, quotes, and style are lively and humorous.

THE ROADS TO GOD by G. Avery Lee
A devotional and inspirational book with an easy grasp, simple con­
cept, and a positive thrust. There are various roads, symbolized by 
place situations in the Bible. For example: Emmaus—the road of 
emotion; Damascus—the road of imagination; Antioch—the road of 
prayer; and Jerusalem—the road of poured-out love.

QUESTIONS CHRISTIANS ASK by C. E. Colton
Conventional, traditional, conservative—this book answers certain 
commonly raised questions in the Christian community.

Get these three new books now by joining Broadman Readers Plan! 
Don’t send money! Just fill in the enrolment form and these books 
will be mailed to you immediately, postage paid!

Twelve books are published every year and mailed to you three per 
quarter (January, April, July, and October). The low, low price of 
each book is $1.00, plus sales tax, where applicable. And, you’re not 
obligated to buy any number—you may return any books you do not 
wish to keep.

Note FREE OFFER below just for joining Broadman Reader plan 
today!

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY_ SEND NO^MONEY_______________________
-------------------- HM 7/6

This coupon must be used 
for FREE BOOK

BROADMAN READERS PLAN ENROLMENT FC <M

a$2.95 value! FREE!

Please send me a free copy of Favor­
ite Inspirational Poems on my enrol­
ment in Broadman Readers Plan. 
Please enrol me in Broadman Readers 
Plan and send the three current selec­
tions, along with a bill for $3.00, plus 
sales tax where applicable.

I understand that my copy of Favorite^ 
Inspirational Poems will be mailed 
under separate cover, free of charge, 
postage paid!

Name----------------------------------------------------- ----------------------- "

Address--------------------------------------------------------------- ----------

City _____________ State --------------- ZIP Code------

Signed----------------------------------------------------------------- ----------

Mail to:
BROADMAN READERS LAN 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 
Nashville, Tennessee 3720. „


