


LETTERS
From Our Readers » MISSIONS

Dealing with the Crisis
I was not impressed by the proposal 

that the Hdfne^Mission Board produce a 
film designed to help deal with the cur­
rent crisis as characterized in the state­
ment we adopted last year in Houston. 
It would perhaps have to be second-rate 
technically. Too, it perhaps would have to 
be mild enough to satisfy some of those 
who voted against the statement.

Millions of dollars worth of film on 
race and other social issues have already 
been produced by those who are better 
prepared for such productions than we 
are. These are all available to our churches 
for a small rental fee.

Have you considered having a small film 
column every month, or occasionally, in 
which you would introduce to us two or 
three dozen such films a year? Some per­
haps would not think it fitting to provide 
information on films produced by other 
denominations, but we long ago accepted 
the same principle in the sale of books in 
our Baptist Book Stores.

Leyvis E. Ludlum 
Winston-Salem, N.C.

On Conscientious Objectors
"You must have been deluged with 

letters after printing the article "Why I 
am a Conscientious Objector” by Fred 
Miller in the May issue. ... I feel in­
adequate to express my own feeling 
aroused by the article, but just as Miller 
felt God’s leadership in filing as a con­
scientious objector, I must attempt to 
convey to you my thoughts on the subject.
... Do we want another Red China 

with its Bill Wallaces? I will concede that 
the Vietnam war is not a religious war— 
I don't even like the connotation of “re­
ligious war"—but in Galatians 6:10 we 
read, "As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of 
faith." Our involvement in Vietnam may 
seem a brutal way of “doing good to 
those who are of the household of faith," 
but how long can our Christian mission­
ary witness survive if we continue to 
back away from the forces of the devil?

In the Old Testament we read that 
God commanded the Israelites to com­
pletely destroy the Amalekites—men, 
women, children, and even the animals; 
this, in modern times, seems to be the 
epitome of cruelty—yet, God himself 
commanded it in order to preserve his 
witness in the land. Have times changed 
so much that we are now unwilling to 
fight for our right to witness for 
Christ?. . .

Occasionally the attitudes of my chil­
dren are such that it is necessary to resort 
to the switch in order to settle our dif­
ferences. This is meeting "violence with 
a more violent reaction"—it is also teach­
ing them that there are certain things 
I absolutely will not allow. I sincerely 
hope that some day their understanding 
’will develop to the point that we can 

negotiate our differences, but until they 
do, I shall continue to resort to “vio­
lence” whenever necessary.

Surely there isn’t a sound-thinking per­
son in the United States who enjoys war 
and who doesn't long for the time that 
countries will be able to work out all 
their differences at a conference table. 
But, until the end of time, the Bible tells 
us, there will be wars and rumors of 
wars. Can we, in Christian conscience, 
sit by with blind eyes and deaf ears while 
Communism engulfs the whole world? 
No, I think not! Nor do I think that God 
expects us to!

I long for the day my own husband 
will return from Vietnam where he has 
served as a chaplain for the past 10 
months. His 10-year-old son needs his 
companionship; his six-year-old daughter 
misses him desperately; and his eight­
month-old daughter has never known the 
security of being held by her father. But, 
in spite of my own personal loneliness. 
I feel that the job he is doing is vital and 
I am proud of his willingness to serve his 
God and his country.

Mrs. James A. Nichols 
Baker, La.

• There are many questions in my 
mind about Fred Miller of Austin, Tex. 
For instance, his repeated reference to 
his belief in "the Father God who loves 
all men." I wonder if he holds to the error 
that God is the father of all men? Does 
he believe that God really loves all men? 
Psalms 5:5 and 7:11 speak of something 
different. Also Romans 9 shows that God 
does not love all men alike.

Miller's statement “I became a church 
member at the age of 10 and a Christ 
follower around the age of 19" makes me 
also wonder if he has ever. experienced 
the new birth. Was he baptized after he 
was 19 if he had an experience of salva­
tion as the Word of God demands?

Miller's choice of books and men that 
he quoted: Paul Tournier, a neoorthodox 
scholar; and Martin Luther King, a man 
that was known by the F.B.I. to have at­
tended cellblock meetings with Com­
munists.

The statement "My objections ... are 
based on the total life of Jesus Christ" 
is a fallacy, if he understands that Jesus 
Christ did combat for him on the Cross, 
as He did all his earthly life against the 
powers of darkness. The one statement 
Miller made that I completely agreed with 
was "I really know so little about Jesus 
Christ and about life."

I do not agree with the war in Vietnam 
either, but if my country called on me to 
serve I would do it (I have spent eight 
years in the U.S. Navy).

Does Miller pay income tax? If he does, 
then he pays for a war that he doesn't 
want any part of, but, pays the salary of 
others who do fight. This is rank in­
consistency! I have more respect (and 
that’s very little) for Joan Baez than I do 

for Miller. At least she said she ‘ It ft 
was wrong to pay income tax to si upon 
the war in Vietnam.

Miller states he (is) employed t the 
First Baptist Church of Austin as a 
minister of youth. What a shame!

Robert S. Whi'.thead 
St. Louis, Mo.

• . . I appreciate the magazine a
lot and feel that you have some wonderful 
articles in it. It is very informative and 
thought provoking. However, I have some­
thing against the May issue.

A man who claims to be a servant of 
God, and more especially a Baptist min­
ister, who will claim to be a conscientious 
objector should not be, allowed any space 
in the magazine. Too much Baptist blood 
has been shed on battlefields, and in cruel 
tortures by those who have opposed n- 
ligious freedom, for one who claims to 
be a leader, especially a leader of our 
young people, to be allowed to air his 
heretical opinions before our reading 
public. I am ashamed of him. He is i 
disgrace to every fighting man in Vietnam, 
Korea and any othfer place on this earth.

I am a Christian first, a Baptist next 
and an American last. I would be willing 
to go back to the service, and if necessary, 
give my life for the sake of freedom that 
future generations might have the privilege 
to live unmolested by Communist, Catholic 
and/or any other tyrants who would de­
prive them of their God-given privileges. 
These hippies, Rap Browns, Carmichaels 
and Communist trouble agitators should 
be tried for treason and given the full 
intent of the law.

When anyone disrupts in any way the 
war effort, that one is ' giving aid and 
comfort to the enemies of our fighting 
men, and is guilty of treason. He is 
bolstering the morale of our enemy.

Miller forgets that God is not only > 
God of love and peace and grace, but 
also a God of wrath. Saul lost the King­
dom because he failed to kill out an 
entire nation. Jericho, Ai, Israel's long 
and bloody conflicts and a thousand others, 
prepared and authorized by the Lord, 
prove God to be a God of war toe.

We could not be wrong in oi fight 
against Communist aggression. Go- hates 
atheistic Communism and world a] ostasy, 
and in the coming Third World W ir and 
at Armageddon, he will prove his hatred 
of those sinners and their sins.

Edward D. Bi- .er Sr- 
Dayton, Ohio

Oppose Joining NCC
We, the members of the Sm htown 

Baptist Church, knowing our^ve to be 
an autonomous body and b^vi our­
selves to be led by the Holy Sp it, do. 
hereby adopt the following staterr nts:

l^We are unalterably opposed o any 
movement of Southern Baptists > J®" 
the World Council of Churches, t'e w 
tional Council of Churches, the Norin 
American Baptist, the National Ba: list <* 
any other denomination.

We are unalterably opposed to the 
so. i gospel as it is now being proclaimed 
by ^nominations other than Southern 
Bar sts and by individuals within our de- 
nor nation (example HOME MISSIONS 
ma- <zine, May 1969, Knight’s editorial).

N.C. Griffin, pastor 
Mrs. R.A. Smith Sr., 
clerk
Mobile, Ala.

Special Words
Three cheers for Obie (We erred. The 

writer was Joe Odle.—Editor) of Jack- 
son, Miss, who has ‘told off the writer of 
the ’misleading and unscriptural’ article 
by George F. Lee. I was the first member 
of my immediate family to join a Bap­
tist church when I was rather young. 
Soon after this I found youngsters making 
fun of me because I was baptized by 
immersion. When I was in high school 
my Latin teacher (Deacon F. L. Norton 
of First Denison) started me on the study 
of Greek. I just wanted to know for my 
own information the exact meaning of 
some of the original language of the New 
Testament. Words like baptize, love, 
church, supper, etc., have a very special 
meaning when used by Baptists. I wanted 
to know what they meant; and I’ve al­
ways been grateful for the help of Broth­
er Norton in learning the meaning of 
these and other words used in the New 
Testament.^

Louis Clyde Jean-Baptiste Tripp 
Houston, Tex.

• You have no doubt heard screaming 
about the very fine article concerning 
Baptist polity. Nothing seems to make 
Baptist blood boil more vociferously than 
mere mention of our inconsistency. If 
some of these brethren could get as 
steai. :d up about using the autonomy of 
the cal church to minister in their com- 
mur • 2S they would quit hdllering for 
manipulated gimmicks suggested in meet­
ings id pamphlets. The Holy Spirit has 
crea e ideas for every generation to 
wor, effectively for man’s redemption, but 
m l <ieas <lon’t have to come through 
Nas. He or Atlanta on little white cards.

In idual leaders must do more than 
®nal The solutions are available if 
lead, will depend directly on the Holy 
opir, or guidance, if they launch into 
E.ren ministries and not fear what the 
“apt “hierarchy" thinks, if they will 
7 vat.e<1 by love rather than results, 
“ >h will cease mouthing discourage- 

ver numb®rs and remember that 
as always worked through mi- 

J*>nt The Holy Spirit will also show 
nem at God already has provided more 

resoi s for reaching men's needs than 
ny eration has ever known or dared 
“j. e exciting possibilities of mass
wi °ne 0011,(1 sct Us on fire- 
w>' are we waiting for?

Elizabeth Morgan 
Dallas, Tex.

Editorial Approval
• ... I approve of the new editorial 

policy of HOME MISSIONS. I know that 
I must be approving, because for the first 
time in decades (it seems to me) I look 
forward to reading it—(as opposed to 
scanning) and I now waylay it between 
the store and home. I do not agree with 
all of the positions and propositions that 
are published, but I believe we need to 
when our sensitivities and hone our 
awareness—which have gotten pretty cal- 
lused. I promise you a renewal, if you'll 
advise me when it is due.

Nelson Eubank 
Pine Bluff, Ark.

The Secular Pietist
• I have just completed reading John 

Nichol's article, "Jesus, the Secular 
Pietist.” This quite timely and up-to-date 
article on the struggle of one clergyman 
who expressed his faith in theological and 
sociological terms is quite appropriately 
worded and currently written. It does me 
good to see a man of John Nichol’s po­
sition writing his opinion as he so ably 
does in this article. Thank you for print­
ing this article in a magazine which has 
such wide distribution.

O.C. Wilson Jr. 
Milledgeville, Ga.

• Several times in the last year I have 
heard of your controversial magazine, but 
last week was the first time that I had 
had a chance to read it. It really im­
pressed me as the most progressive pub­
lication of the SBC.

All my life, I have been associated with 
a Baptist church. Now I am a sophomore 
at Mercer University, a Baptist college; 
and I am serving as youth director in a 
Baptist church for the summer. For the 
last year, however, I have been very 
disturbed with the lack of interest that 
Baptists show in (anything but Baptists 
churches. As is tie case with so many 
college students, I began to see more 
"right" in the secular concern for hu­
manity than in the pious Christianity dis­
played by so mapy church people. Nich­
ol's article "Jesus the Secular Pietist" 
was of great interest to me, consequently. 
I think that his idea of combining the 
secular concern for the physical with the 
"pious” concern for man's spiritual well­
being is superb advice for any Christian. 
It's about time that Baptists, along with 
any other religious group that wants to 
live, wake up to a realization that Christ 
died for the whole man, and that we too 
must share his concern for the social, as 
well as the spiritual well-being.

Julian Gordy 
Sparta, Ga.

• My husband and I consider the 
HOME MISSIONS magazine to be one of 
the finest and most relevant publications 
of our Convention. For that reason, we 
have encouraged our people to subscribe.

Mrs. Jack Colwell 
Mt. Gilead, N.C.

Walker L. Knight, editor 
Dallas M. Lee, associate editor 

Sue M. Brooks, editorial assistant

ART: provided by Art Services, HMB 
Unde Stephens, layout 
Tom Baker, art director

PHOTOGRAPHY: provided by Audio­
visuals Department, HMB

J. C. Durham and Don Rutledge

INDEX
LETTERS..............................................2

EDITORIALS....................................... 4

EXECUTIVE'S WORD ... 5

TOWARD CREATIVE URBAN
STRATEGY: A 14-Part 
Series..............................................6

Crisis Piled on Crisis . . 8
by Warner B. Ragsdale Jr.

ENCOUNTER ..... 19

STRANGE NEW WORLD . . 20 
by Daniel B. McGee

THE WORLD AT OUR 
DOORSTEP......................... 24 /

by Joseph M. Smith

MISSIONARY APPOINTEES . 26 •

CHAPLAINS PRAYER 
CALENDAR..........................29

W.E. BURKE RETIRES ... 29

RESORT MISSIONS: 
Fishing on Sunday ... 30

Vol. XXXX Auguet ISOS Ne. 8

MUthnl Monthly by Iht Homo Mluton Seerd 
South"* iaetiit CoHvmHm

UK Sarina St, N.W., Atlanta, Georgia SOSOS 
Ratee:>1.00 per year or *3.00 for throe yeeru 

club rate (10 or more), 7S cents; budget 
rate to churchee, 00 cents; single copy,

'Change of addrses: Meow give your old sad 
the new addressee.

Second-claw postage paid at Atlanta, Georgia.

ZIP COM NOMD 

scriptlona should contain your alp code number.

2 Home Missions 1969 9



THE EXECUTIVE’S WORD
By Arthur B. Rutledge 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

JL Tribute to Realistic Youth

AVell meaning church leaders, want­

ing to take positive positions on race, 
more and more are leading churches 
to vote on whether or not to accept 
Negroes as members. Our advice is: 
please, don’t vote, even if assured of 
a majority in favor.

In the first place we do not believe 
that Christians have a right to vote on 
the question. In fact, to vote on whether 
fb accept a person because of race is 
actually to be taking a vote on whether 
or not the organization is a church, 
since by its nature the church must be 
open to all people. Of course, if there 
already is an action in the church’s 
minutes excluding Negroes, then a vote 
will be necessary to remove it. Other­
wise, please, don’t vote.

Pastors would not allow a church to 
vote on accepting blonds, or blue-eyed 
people, fat or thin people, tall or short 
people, or any other variation within 
the family of man. Why should there 
be a vote on the color of the skin, 
and usually only if the skin is that of 
a Negro?

Clarence Jordan has an appropriate 
word, "The church as bride is always 
bossing Christ around, trying to reshape 
his message, trying to determine if his 
friends should be black or white, rich 
or poor, Jew or Gentile. It is not for 
the church to select the friends of her 
husband Jesus Christ. Her primary 
function is to bear children. But the 
church’s response today too frequently 
is: Please, Lord, pass the pill!”

In the second place, the vote should 
be avoided'because it tends to polarize 
or positionize people at opposite ends, 
forcing theologically unprepared peo­
ple to make theological decisions— 
often without knowing this is the na­
ture of the decision. Once the vote is 
taken positions tend to harden and

EDITORIALS
by Walker L. Knight

people stop growing. They then spend 
all their time justifying their position, 
no matter which way they voted. No 
longer are they open to each other, 
especially if the voting aroused much 
emotion. In other words, voting usually 
stunts growth.

A classic and widely-publicized tragic 
case in point is that of the Tatnall 
Square Baptist Chufbh in Macon, Ga. 
The occasion is documented by former 
pastor Tom Holmes in the book, Ashes 
for Breakfast, recently released by Jud­
son Press. Once the church voted to 
bar Negroes, everything goes downhill 
from that point on. Of course, there 
were many other factors in this case, 
but previous to the vote both sides were 
hearing each other. This book has value 
because the glare of publicity and the 
painful documentation of the struggle 
will cause others to think twice before 
embarking upon such a course.

Church leaders need to discover the 
power that emerges when Christians 
have the courage to “speak the truth 
in love." George Webber, in comment­
ing on one church in a racially chang­
ing community, says of the pastor, “He 
does not often alienate by his prophetic 
preaching but is able to force men to 
stand under the searching light of 
Scripture. In the midst of the most 
difficult decisions and controversy, the 
congregation is able to keep open lines 
of communication and avoid polariza­
tion by the continual effort to discover 
God's will that stands in judgement 
over all."

Church leaders need to present in 
clear, unmistakable terms the demands 
of the gospel from the pulpit, in classes, 
in small cell groups, on retreats and in 
individual contacts. There should be no 
compromise in stating the Christian 
ideals, in bringing the Word of God to 

bear on the prejudices of men. Hpw- 
ever, in confrontation with such de­
mands they must find their own short­
comings and be given the opportunity 
of spiritual growth and maturity, a 
process in which each progresses at a 
differing rate. We must not stop the 
process short by taking votes that 
usually are not necessary anyway.

Salt In The City
Within one generation our nation 

has moved from a rural to an urban 
society, a movement involving more 
than the simple change of residence. 
Mass communications and the mobility 
of modern transportation makes every 
man a product of an urban culture, 
and only the eccentric who has de­
liberately sought isolation is easily 
classified. The day of the city slicker 
and the country bumpkin has passed 
for the most part; no longer can a 
person be classified by his geographical 
residence. The con man and the unin­
formed might live in the city, tl e sub­
urbs or the open country, but he is 
still the product of this highly urban, 
technological culture.

Feeling strongly that Souther Bap­
tists, because we have been so closely 
related to the rural society and .ulture 
of yesterday, need to think o their 
Christian mission in an urban i »ntexL 
the magazine and the Metropolit- n Mis­
sions Department have cooper :ed to 
give our readership an amtaiot series 
of 14 articles. Written by me com­
petent in their fields, and soi e na- 
tidally recognized by all Ch stians. 
this series searches for a creative urban 
strategy of Christian mission (see Pa?( 
6). The entire series will be relc sed 
book form early next year. ■

Reams of paper and pounds of ink, 

not to mention days at desks, have 
been used in recent months to discuss 
today’s youth—the “now generation.” 

The news media have given much 
•attention to violence on campus and 
in the streets, to skyrocketing juvenile 
crime, to the use of narcotics by youth, 
to changing sexual standards, to hippies 
and yippies, to draft card burnings and 
to the "generation gap.”

Obviously youth of today have un­
precedented problems and frustrations, 
and we who are older have shaped the 
society (including the family) in which 
such problems have developed. We 
have yielded to a permissiveness in 
which discipline has little place. We 
have bornbarded our young with false, 
materially based concepts of “success." 
Our .Christian commitment often has 
been marginal, and we thus have failed 
to build adequate spiritual and moral 
foundations.

Contemporary young people in this 
nation are better educated than any 
previous generation. They ask penetrat­
ing questions, th>by are not awed by 
authority, and they have become more 
vocal than ever before. •

Worried adults may well ask: “What 
is the world coming to? What will the 
world be like when the younger gen­
eral-on takes over? Will it be destroyed 
by 'Jividualism and lack of leader­
ship While such questions sound very 
moi. rn, the above is a quote, I am told, 
fror. the Greek philosopher Socrates, 
per. d about 1500 years ago. Tradi­
tion y adults have worried about the 
one. .,ing generation. Adults of all 
cen; ies seem to have a fear that wis- 
don and ability will die with them, 
pftc- failing to recognize their own 
mad uacies.
I ■>o, am disturbed about some of 

tod;, , young people. And also I am 
•nsp: d by much that I observe in 
then- -in the majority of contemporary 
youth I believe. Amid all the negative 
ar,u s and reports, I have been cheered 

of late by an occasional positive refer­
ence. I liked the magazine article titled 
“The Quiet Majority—Other Side of 
Campus Revolt.” I was encouraged by 
a newspaper editorial which referred 
to youth as a “generation in search of 
a challenge.”

The response of thousands of youth 
to Peace Corps and Vista programs, 
as well as to the military, speaks of 
this desire to face a challenge.

It is extremely heartening lo note 
also the desire of thousands of Chris­
tian youth to become involved in the 
sharing of their faith, and thus serve 
man and God in these complex times. 
Within recent months I have visited 
churches which had hundreds of high 
school and college young people in­
volved in music and drama programs 
and in rewarding ministries to dis­
advantaged youth and children in their 
own communities.

Increasing numbers of youth groups 
are participating in summer mission 
projects. The Home Mission Board has 
assisted 25 such groups in making ar­
rangements to work for one or two 
weeks this summer in mission situa­
tions in New Ydrk, New England, West 
Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, New 
Mexico, Colorado, Oregon and Wash­
ington. These groups involve approxi­
mately 900 Fiigh school students in 
such service as Vacation Bible Schools, 
evangelistic efforts, surveys and con­
struction or renovation of buildings.

Over 1,300 college students applied 
for the Home Mission Board sponsored 
summer missions program this summer, 
and slightly over 900 were appointed 
and are at work. They serve in prac­
tically every state, in cities large and 
small, among industrial migrants and 
in resort communities, and among per­
sons of varied ethnic backgrounds. In 
addition to normal duties related to 
strengthening existing mission situations 
and laying the groundwork for the 
opening of new ministries, these youth 
are finding a challenge in creative ser­

vice with street gangs, teen clubs, dis­
cussion groups, recreational programs, 
persons in affluent settings and the 
culturally deprived.

More graduating college seniors have 
applied for two years service as US-2 
workers than ever before, well in ex­
cess of the normal number of 25 to 
be appointed each year. Several of 
these will work as directors of Baptist 
student work on campuses in new con­
vention areas, such as California, Idaho, 
Wisconsin, Indiana and New York. 
Others will assist with existing mission 
efforts or begin new mission ministries, 
utilizing their own initiative to the 
maximum.

During the past school year several 
groups of Christian college students 
toured in other states to provide folk 
music programs with a Christian pur­
pose. Others did similar things on 
Florida beaches during spring vacation. 
Many college groups ministered signif­
icantly in their college communities. f

A number of last springs' college 
graduates sought and accepted posi­
tions, principally in teaching, in distant , 
states where they could assist as volun­
teer workers in a mission situation.

I have been impressed also by the 
Christian commitment and purpose ex­
pressed by great numbers of men and 
women in military service. Some may 
conclude their military service with a 
weaker faith, but several thousand each 
year find Christ as Saviour and Lord 
during their tour of duty. Hundreds of 
men in uniform have made plans, under 
divine leadership, to give their lives in 
vocational Christian service.

Many in “the now generation” seem 
to see needs and opportunities more 
clearly than some of the rest of us, 
and are anxious to live useful, whole­
some, sacrificial, Christ-honoring liges. 
By this page I wish to pay tribute to 
and thank God for the multiplied thou­
sands of alert, realistic youth who are 
taking seriously their responsibilities 
both as citizens and as Christians.■
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towardCnatlrn 
Urban Strategy

By George Torney 
Metropolitan Missions Department 

L ike it ar not, rusty spots and all, 
wailing anq gnashing of teeth notwith­
standing, we live in an urban revolu­
tion. Revolution is the only term which 
adequately denotes what is happening. 
No person, no place, no thing—includ­
ing the church of Jesus Christ—will 
go untouched by this revolution.

We all have verbalized a .few cur­
rent urban cliches, and perhaps evi­
denced concern bordering on respect­
ability. But the President’s Report on 
Civil Disorders perceptively observes 
that white America simply never has 
understood the seriousness and com­
plexity of this urban revolution.

Sir Thomas Moore, In A Man For 
All Seasons, accused his religious con­
temporaries of “.. . slaving1 like Thomas 
Aquinas scholars over a ratdog’s pedi­
gree and snoring through the Sermon 
on the Mount." In the midst of this
revolution we hardly can afford to be 
slaving over statistical record systems 
and snoring while our cities burn.
*• Any implication that we are doing 
nothing is denied emphatically. The 
truth and simultaneous problem is that 
we are all running at speeds exceeding 
our body and brain designs and still 
suffer the frustration that even our best 
is not enough. Our national revolution 
is like a huge forest fire roaring out of 
control. With the best of intentions and 
motivation, we employ a small hand 
extinguisher to snuff flames immediately 
within reach, but with little apparent 
effect on the major fire still raging out 
of control. To control the major fire, 
more realistic and responsible strategy 
must be developed.

Strategy is a careful plan or method 
for advancing toward a goal—a frame­
work or master-plan upon which more 
specific decisions are based. Strategy in­
volves decisions by persons and groups 
with ability and authority to judge what 
is important. We have a strategy. It 
exists by deliberate action, or by de­
fault, but it exists. Strategy is integral 
in life, whether chess, football, baseball, 
education, politics, denominational af­
fairs, etc.

Our “call” requires a deliberate, re­
sponsible, God-directed strategy, for 
action without direction is no better 
than direction without action. Support­
ing or subsidizing a series of worth­
while projects of witness and ministry

Home Missions

> not necessarily constitute a strat- 
no matter how much money in-4 

\ :ed or how worthwhile the projects.
\ strategy must be more than an 

! ated foray in the “enemy” lines. 
I must be more than a brave stand 
a. linst overwhelming odds. A strategy 
must cover every matter from ministe- 
r: ! relations to establishing and devel­
op ng new work. Bear in mind that a 
strategy is an enabler, not an end in 
it>e|f. In other' words, mission is not 
completed when a strategy is developed 
anymore than a running automobile 
is produced by developing a blueprint. 
Strategy is the most frequently verbal­

ize^ need of almost every denomination 
in this nation. Growing out of an ever­
intensifying awareness of this need 
comes this series of 14 articles dealing 
with the development of creative strat­
egy for the church’s mission in urban- 
society. The articles, starting with this 
issue, will be published as a series in 
HOME MISSIONS; and subsequently, 
compiled into book form to be released 
in the spring of 1970. The series is 
neither exhaustive nor a one, two. 
three, here-it-is plan, but it is a be­
ginning on which all of us might build.

Succinctly stated, the purpose is: to 
provide a comprehensive and coordi­
nated presentation of major issues re­
lated to the church’s mission strategy 
in urban society in an attempt to:

stimulate Christians toward re­
sponse and involvement, 
contribute to the development of 
urban strategy, J
inform about Issues and their im­
plications, ,
influence and guide thinking, dis­
cussion, and involvement in urban 
mission, 
answer many requests for compre­
hensive, coordinated material on 
'his subject, 
provide further response to the 
crisis in our nation.
accomplish this purpose, an effort 

ha een made to enlist the most com- 
pci authority in each area (see listing 
at- >t).

- series is made possible through 
•he mbined efforts of the Departments 
of tropolitan Missions and Editorial 
Ser ?s of the Home Mission Board, 
gro ?g out of the work of the Urban 
yhi h Seminar in Washington, D.C. 
in I 8.

V* de most of the articles are written 
y 'uthern Baptists appealing pri­

marily to their constituency, this is not 
so in an exclusive sense since every 
effort has been made to appeal to the 
broadest possible readership.

An attempt will be made to avoid 
two extremes: pure saints and pure 
social engineers. Social engineers can 
build great cities, but destroy the people 
who live and work there. Pure saints 
can officiate at ornate “penthouse 
churches" closer to their “heaven” but 
many floors removed from where God 
really is. Please, no more religious 
showmanship, no more swingin’ the­
ology—just men of God unafraid to 
be secular and unashamed to be re­
ligious. More than activism is demand­
ed; more than increased secular involve­
ment; more than study groups; more 
than dialogue sermons; more than 
social action seminars; more than a 
religious dimension in a secularized 
church or theology. Needed are the 
people of God answering the real ques­
tions being asked—“What does God 
have to say about race relations, 
politics, school crises, labor disputes, 
law and order, sex dehumanization, 
technology, the urban style of life? 
What does Scripture say about the 
Moses-like plagues of today—air pollu­
tion, water pollution, mind pollution, 
blood on our streets, the sacrifice of 
our firstborn sons on some battlefield? 
What are the spiritual demands and 
disciplines needed to equip us for a 
human future?" Can we not hear these 
questions or are we just so busy talking 
to ourselves that others are drowned 
out?

The other day in “Peanuts," Charlie 
asked Lucy; “Luqy, why don’t trees 
have leaves on ’em in the winter?" Lucy 
retorted, “Charlie, you ask the most 
stupid questions..” "Yeah, I know," 
replied Charlie, “but even stupid ques­
tions should have answers." Unless the 
church in action offers a superior in­
terpretation to the questions of man’s 
person, history, existence and destiny 
it will quickly lose its identity, its 
integrity and its right to exist. To offer 
some answers to these questions is 
one purpose of these articles.

Furthermore,, it is not so much for 
the denomination to design new pro­
grams as it is for Christian people to 
generate new will. From every Chris­
tian will be required new attitudes, new 
understanding and, above all, a new 
will to solve our problems. Toward the 
development of that new will we dedi­
cate this series.B
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CRISIS PILED ON CRISIS 

Warner Ragsdale Jr.

II
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III 
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VIII 
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IX 
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XI 
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Crisis
Piled on

Crisis
'Men come together in cities in order 

to live. They remain together in order 

to live the good -Aristotle

by W. B. Ragsdale Jr. 
Washington Correspondent

B y now, it is apparent to nearly 
everyone that the cities are neck-deep 
in\|pouble. The . “good life” is under 
attack.

Few Americans can escape this fight. 
The attack is on more than a few 
cities, or even all cities* Every institu­
tion—governmental, educational, cul­
tural and spiritual—is being challenged.

To a large extent, religion has in­
fluenced the thinking of the groups 
that control this nation—the so-called 
“establishment.” This is the job of the 
church, to provide the salt, the season­
ing, the spiritual influence.

But establishment thinking also has 
influenced the church. 'Down through 
the years, most churches paid as little 
attention as political, civic and educa­
tional leaders to what has been happen­
ing to our society. They often shut 
their eyes to racial discrimination. They 
forgot about the millions of persons 
made homeless when machines took 
their jobs on the farms. They ignored 
the changes in the cities. They fled 
from black people into the suburbs.

Now, many of them would like to sit 
smugly in their white suburbs and 
watch the cities crumble—or perhaps 
explode. It isn’t that easy. Some al­
ready are beginning to realize that 
what affects one citizen of this tightly 
interdependent nation affects all. If 
there is rioting in the cities today, the 
suburbs will smell smoke tomorrow.

To have some understanding of what 
the future may hold, we need to try to 
understand what has been happening 
in recent years.

For many decades, Americans have 
been crowding into cities. They came 
because of the promise of jobs, schools 
—the promise of “the good life."

In 1900, eight of 10 Americans lived 
in rural areas. Soon this will be re­
versed. Eighty percent of Americans 
will live in or near cities.

By the early 1960s, America was 
moving into a period of unparalleled 
prosperity, respected everywhere in the 
free world, dominant as a world busi­
ness and military power.

After a century or more of neglect, 
the U.S, seemed to be making real 
progress toward wiping out racial dis­
crimination. There was resistance, even 
violence, but barriers were beginning 
to fall.

There were some dark signs. Some 
pessimists warned about a "crisis in the 
cities." They were ignored, for the most 
part. Experts at Harvard Universit and 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech­
nology held a formal debate durir : this 
period on whether such a crisis c d, in 
fact, exist.

To most Americans, there w s no 
crisis, only "the good life,” ; tting 
better. They had experienced a st adily 
rising standard of living for a solid 
quarter century or so. Life was ’etter 
than it ever had been.

Early in 1965, President Lyn< n 0 
Johnson had warned prophetic, y >n 
the fi^t "Message on the Cities ever 
delivered to Congress by a pres lent:

“The modern city can be the most 
ruthless enemy of the good life or >■ 
can be its servant. The choice s UP 

to this generation of Americans. For 
this is truly the time of decision for 
the American city.”

Things quickly took a turn for the 
worse.

In 1965, 34 persons were killed, 
hundreds injured in an outbreak of 
burning, looting and shooting in the 
Watts district of Los Angeles. In 1966, 
in a two-week period, National Guard 
troops were called out in both Chicago 
and Cleveland to control riots. In all, 
there were 43 disorders and riots re­
ported during 1966.

It got even worse in 1967. More and 
more cities exploded. Two of the worst 
riots in this centuiy—at times resem­
bling outright warfare—broke out in 
Newark and Detroit. Federal troops had 
to he sent to Detroit when the National 
Guard was inadequate to bring calm 
again.

Ur. Martin Luther King Jr. was slain 
by n assassin in the spring of 1968. 
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reaction to the death of the apostle 
•onviolence was violent. Nearly 
city had some sort of disturbance, 
of them serious.
the same time, there was a break- 
in law and order generally. There 
isruptive protest over the Vietnam 
There was violence on college 

ises. The whole fabric of the so- 
hat seemed so secure only a few 
earlier now appeared to be ripping
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at’s going on?
crisis in American cities did not 
i ii) a day, or even a year. It 
sen building for a half century 

or so. Some of the elements had been 
clearly visible for years. Others had 
gone relatively unnoticed—until the 
crisis was at hand.

A close analysis shows not just one, 
but two crises—crisis piled on top of 
crisis

The first was urbanization. Megalo­
polis was abuilding everywhere, picking 
up more momentum each year, making 
problems more acute.

But this could have run its course 
completely and never caused the riots 
of the 1960’s without the second crisis 
—a social revolution. It grew directly 
out of the Civil Rights Movement and 
the activities that dominated the 1950’s. 
It is the ugly stepbrother of nonviolent 
protest. It is the crisis of desperation in 
the slums and ghettos of our cities. It 
provided the sparks that directly caused 
the riots.
The problems of urbanization are 

critical in themselves. President Johnson 
made this clear in his 1965 Message 
on the Cities. He said:

“Between today and the year 2000, 
more than 80 percent of our population 
increase will occur in urban areas. 
During the next 15 years, 30 million 
people will be added to our cities— 
equivalent to the combined population 
of New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, Detroit and Baltimore. 
Each year, in the coming generation, 
will add the equivalent of 15 cities of 
200,000 each.

“In the remainder of this century— 
in less than 40 years—urban population 
will double, city land will double and 

we will have to build in our cities as . 
much as all we have built since the first 
colonist arrived on these shores. It is 
as if’ we had 40 years to rebuild the 
entire urban U.S.

“Yet these new overwhelming pres­
sures are being visited upoh cities al­
ready in distress. We have over 9 mil­
lion homes, most of them in cities, 
which are run-down or deteriorating; 
over 4 million do not have running 
water or even plumbing. Many of our 
central cities are in need of major 
surgery to overcome decay. New subur­
ban sprawl reaches out into the country­
side, as the process of urbanization con­
sumes a million acres a year.

"The old, the poor, the discriminated 
against are increasingly concentrated in 
central-city ghettos; while others move 
to the suburbs leaving the central city 
to battle against immense odds.”

Important to remember is the fact 
that the exodus to the suburbs has 
largely been made up of the better 
educated and those in middle-to-upper- 
income brackets. They have fled to the 
suburbs seeking a better cultural and 
spiritual environment for themselves 
and their children.

In the flight, they not only have 
robbed the inner cities of their own 
energy and leadership in a fight to im­
prove conditions, but they have helped 
to destroy the tax base that woul^ 
support such improvements.

The money needs for cities are almost 
endless. Some now are falling short of 
even critical operating needs. This 

continued
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The modern city
can be the most

Cf ruthless enemy of
the good lite or it

( can be its servant.
K The choice is up

to this generation.

means some museums and libraries have 
had to close or operate part-time. Even 
school terms have had to be shortened 
in some cities.

Rural and suburban oriented legisla­
tures, in most of the nation, continue to 
deny tax resources. In many cases, it 
is not even a question of wanting the 
money from the state—just the author­
ity to levy taxes needed to do the job.

There is a need to expand city ser­
vices in nearly every direction—police 
and fire protection, refuse collection, 
welfare and other social services.

Schools are in the middle of a crisis. 
At a time when they need massive in­
fusions of money for remedial educa­
tion in ghetto areas, often there isn’t 
even enough to operate effectively in 
the same old way.

Many cities face a vast need for re­
building and renovating old areas and 
for new low-income and public housing 
located outside the ghetto to ease crit­
ical pressures.

There is a need for entire new towns, 
built completely apart from existing 
urban areas, that will take people of 
all races, all income levels. These are 
essential to deal with the problems of 
megalopolis.

Megalopolis is a word created for 
the mid-twentieth century. Originally, 
it was used to describe that strip of 
urban life stretching along the East 
Coast. In a few years it will reach un­
broken from Portland, Me., all the 
way to Norfolk, Va.

Similar “strip cities” are developing 
in many other parts of the U.S., sprawl­
ing for hundreds of miles without form 
or plan. In themselves, they have 
created a new style of life—centered 
almost completely around the auto­
mobile, the highways, the shopping 
centers and the parking lots.

This “urban sprawl” is gobbling up 
the countryside at a frightening rate. In 
1900, the New York metropolitan area 
covered 752 square miles. By 1960, it 
spread nearly 2,000 square miles. Met­
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ropolitan Los Angeles covers nearly 
twice as large an area and has been 
growing even faster.

In this swift growth, cities reach out 
and interlock. Megalopolis is created 
as these metropolitan areas overlap, 
merge and expand to take in new cities.

Here, housing and job discrimination 
have contrived to force black Ameri­
cans into the decaying inner cores of 
our old cities. Instead of being where 
the action is, Negroes had to live where 
the action had been in years past. They 
got d^jy the leftovers at the feast 
Americans have enjoyed for almost two 
decades.

It was impossible in some areas, dif­
ficult nearly everywhere, foii Negroes to 
buy decent homes in decent areas. Be­
cause of job discrimination, most of 
them did not have the money anyhow.

Middle and upper income whites, and 
those low-income whites and Negroes 
who could manage, moved to the sub­
urbs. This exodus has speeded up since 
1966. There are now some areas in 
the inner city from which even .poor 
Negroes have fled. v

And yet, because of our new pattern 
of life—where well-to-do see only their 
well-to-do friends and the poor live with 
the poor—most of us were unaware of 
the misery among riches, until the riot­
ing began.

The physical isolation of most Ne­
gro housing in American cities is such 
that it is possible to live in the same 
city with a million Negroes, and have 
only a faint idea that many of them 
live in bitter poverty.

Americans who were shocked when 
the Kerner Commission blamed "white 
racism" for the explosive character of 
our inner cities need to take a closer 
look at the facts.

The great migration
Since 1940, a great movement from 

the farms has been going on—one of 
the great population movements in our 
history. It began with the movement to 

continued on page 12
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there is rioting_____________________

is- the cities today, the suburbs 
u ill smell smoke tomorrow.

defense plants in the early 1940s. After 
the war.pt continued because farms in- 
creasinglw were being mechanized.

In the South, where masses had 
worked orb-farms, many thousands sud­
denly were jobless. Often, they were 
homeless, too, for they had lived on 
the farms where they worked. With no 
homes, no jobs and punitive welfare 
policies, they were all but driven from 
the land where they had lived for 
generations.

They heard of jobs in the cities. So 
they moved North, or West.

Wherever they went, into big city or 
small town, whether black or white, 
they took with them the poor educa­
tion, the limited skills, the racial at­
titudes of the rural areas they came 
from.

And as Southern cities open up new 
jobs for Negroes, they have become 
the final destination instead of the 

-JMorth or West. Thus, Atlanta, New 
Orleans, Memphis, Richmond and other 

, Southern cities soon may have Negro 
majorities, along with major cities in 
other areas.

By 1960, the great migration had be­
gun to taper off. This was about the 
time most Americans began to realize 
it was taking place and having a major 
impact on life patterns in the nation.

For example, in the South as defined 
by the Census Bureau—the 11 Con­
federate States plus the border states of 
Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware, West 
Virginia and Oklahoma—the loss from 
all or mainly rural counties in the 1950s 
was 3.9 million people. From 1960 to 
1966, the loss from the same counties 
was only 219,000.

By 1969, government officials say, 
farm population seems to have stabil­
ized at about 10.5 million, a third of 
what it was in 1940 (see Chart # 1). 
The worst of the migration from rural 
areas seems to be over.

The White Suburb
In the early days, American cities 

simply expanded as the settlement grew. 
Whenever problems arose, the people af­
fected by thfem were the ones who 
solved them.

Suburbs have been growing since 
1900, but the growth of the city re­
mained a logical development until after 
World War II, despite the development 
of some suburbs.

As population grew, the boundaries 
of cities generally moved outward, too. 
The growth of industry and business 
created new jobs inside the city. City 
transportation systems were efficient 
and adequate, for the most part-. City 
public schools provided the children of 
the workers with the knowledge and 
skills to help them move off to college 
and into better jobs than their fathers 
had. It all worked very smoothly.

But in the last 30 years or so, this 
process has stopped working. Annexa­
tion, generally has been halted. Since 
World War II, industrial growth has 
been mainly outside the city. For ex­
ample, the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reports that from 1954 to 1965 nearly 
two-thirds of all industrial building in 
urban areas occurred outside the core 
area. Experts estimate that 75 to 80 
percent of the new jobs in trade and 
irhfustry are being created in the metro­
politan fringe areas.

The growth of suburbs has been 
stimulated by the subsidies of Federal 
Housing Administration and Veterans 
Administration mortgage guarantees, 
and by government policies generally, 
until recently.

First, the well-to-do left the inner 
cities, then the middle-income families. 
Now, anybody who can get out leaves. 
Two-thirds of the growth in urban areas 
was in the suburbs in the 1960s. It is 
even faster now. Core cities, for the 
most part, now have stopped growing. 
Some are losing population (see Chart 
# 2).

What has developed around U.S. 
cities is a hodge-podge of a large city 
surrounded by town and county govern­
ments. Public transportation has broken 
down nearly everywhere. There is no 
single government equipped to deal with 
the problems that affect everybody.

A whole new class of Americans has 
developed—those who work in the in­
ner city by day, flee it by night, and 
complain bitterly if they are asked to 
help the city in its agony.

“If one deliberately applied himself 
to the task of devising the least practical 
and most inefficient way to organize the 
government of a metropolitan area, he 
could not devise a worse system than 
that which events and inaction have 
combined to produce,” says Mayor

Jerome P. Cavanagh of Detroit, dd- 
ing:

“The movement to the suburbs has 
drained the central city of much i' its 
economic substance and civic solid, city. 
In the opinion of many, the centra- city 
is on the way toward becoming a g ietto 
of the poor, and more specifically the 
black poor.

“On the other hand, the outer sub­
urbs—not all of which, by the way. are 
affluent communities—are barren of the 
amenities of the central city; the civic 
and cultural life, the hotels, restaurants^ 
theatres, speciality shops and all the 
excitement and hurly-burly of the down­
town."

And yet, he says, “More and more 
people move out of the city—not in 
search of idyllic surroundings, but be­
cause they find the city even less con­
genial than the bland, jerry-built sub­
urbs. There are many factors contribut­
ing to this exodus. Some have a basis 
in fact, others are emotionally exag­
gerated. One factor is the declining 
quality of the public schools in the city. 
Another is the fear of crime. Added to 
that is the anxiety about renewed urban 
riots of the kind that have swept across 
the nation.

“Running through all these con­
cerns,” says Mayor Cavanagh, "is a 
racial factor that cannot be ignored or 
denied."

Even those who move to the suburbs 
cannot escape. There are increasing 
signs that the problems will follow them 
there.

The slums of the eastern half of 
Washington, for example, already are 
beginning to reach out into the nearby 
Maryland suburbs. This is true in many 
other cities around the nation. Race 
troubles almost identical to thc,e in 
city schools are beginning to sho-v up 
here and there in the suburbs.

One of the major riots of 1967 oc­
curred in Plainfield, N.J., a sub >rban 
community that had relatively fe> Ne­
groes before 1950. By 1967, Negroes 
made up 30 percent of the pggu ition. 
Of Plainfield, the Kerner Comn ssion 
commented:

“(^ared to the needs of a sub irban 
middle class, the part-time and frag­
mented city government had fai d to 
realize the change in character -hich 
the city had undergone, and wi un-

CHART 2

MOVEMENT IN/OUT OF CITIES

LACKS—added to central cities WHITES Ieaving central cities

>60-66 370,000 141,000

>67-68 111,000 486,000

prepared to cope with the problem of 
a growing disadvantaged population."

The pattern developed early in Plain- 
field. You can see it developing in doz­
ens of other suburban areas all across 
the nation.

The Black Ghetto
The black ghetto is a city with the 

"good life” drained out of it. It is the 
dregs, the leftover jobs that nobody else 
wants, the leftover houses that are de­
caying and inadequate, the ancient 
school buildings.
/‘To be poor and Negro in America 

is to be powerless," said the late Dr. 
King, “in some places prevented from 
voting; or equally empty, having a 
choice of candidates who care little for 
the discriminated; and in most places 
to be governed by police, housing au- - 
thorities, welfare departments, without 
rights and redress.

“The anger in the streets results from 
the discriminated’s powerlessness at city 
hall, and a sense that those with power 
are passive and uncaring." 1

Said the Kerner Commission:
"What white Americans have never 

fully understood—but what the Negro 
can never forget is that white society 
is deeply implicated in the ghetto. White 
institutions created it, white institutions 
maintain it, and white society condones / 
it."

The black ghetto is a welfare society. 
The struggle to rebuild the Negro fam- 
ily, something that was destroyed with 
slavery, has resulted in millions of 
fatherless children. This grows out of 
two fundamental, long-term facts:

• White society, with the shift to 
machines, has little use for the Negro 
male in its economy. Negro women 
were wanted as maids, cooks, waitresses 
and hundreds of other jobs requiring 
minimal skills. But the historic role 
of the Negro man as a lifter and “toter” 
of bars and bales was gone by the time 
he reached the city.

• Even now, only about 20 states 
have any sort of welfare assistance for 
families with unemployed fathers. The 
only aid is for women and children. *A 
father who can't support his family 
himself is given a big push toward de­
serting them so they can live on relief.

Continued on page 14
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These fragmented worlds_______________
were often terribly ignorant____________
of one another,__________________________
and the ignorance bred fear,___________
and the fear bred hostility._____________
These cities were not communities. 
They were encampments of strangers.

f tch year will add
t e equivalent_________
« 15 cities of___________
2 0,000 each,_______  ,__________
1 is as if we had _______
4 years to rebuild_______
t'.e entire urban U.S.________

The New Immigrants
A common question: Why can’t the 

Negro work his way out of the slums 
as other groups did—the Irish, the Ital­
ians, the Central Europeans?

When the black immigrants arrived 
in the big city slums the old tenement 
trail that had served earlier immigrants 
on the way to middle class respectability 
had begun to break down.

Immigrants from other lands had 
gained an economic foothold by pro­
viding unskilled labor, then needed by 
industry. For two decades or more, un­
skilled jobs have been declining. Now, 
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while common laborers hunt for -vork, 
skilled jobs often go begging.

A foreign immigrant could < scape 
prejudice by buying American c >thes. 
disguising his accent, even changi .g h*s 
name. Few Negroes can hide the color 
of their skin.

Big city political machines wejg^at a 
peak of power during the many vaves 
of foreign immigration. The mnu- 
grants, ^loomed for their votes man­
aged to swap political support t< jo** 
and opportunity.

Ward level politics is on th 
out today. The political jobs no onge[
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arc plentiful. Other minority groups 
wh often control local politics are 
son iimes hostile to Negroes.

□ally, it is likely that Negroes are 
mo g out of poverty about as fast as 
mil' its from similar rural back- 
8rt‘ Is. There is progress, along with 
mat problems.
- 1 at least 25 years, starting with

,jr Employment Practices Com- 
mis- , of World War II, there has 
been battle going on to wipe out job 
disci lination. Now, due to new laws, 
Pres e from the federal government

1969 

and changing attitudes in the business 
world, that battle is being won.

Negroes have made striking gains in 
employment in recent years, in both in­
come levels and the types of jobs held. 
There is a growing black middle class.

In 1959, a Census Bureau study re­
ported that 43 percent of Negroes in 
central cities lived in poverty. By 1964, 
this had declined to 30.7 percent. But 
at the same time, the 1967 incidence of 
Negro poverty in the cities was three 
times that of whites.

This is the general pattern. Negroes 
are making progress where they have
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education and s}uHsr-but they are still 
behind whites /ith similar abilities.

As the barriers to good jobs fall, the 
value of education goes up. But almost 
half the youi\g Negroes enter the job 
market withouVaJiigh school diploma. 
And many with diplomas are poorly 
educated.

There are many reasons for this, 
some growing out of the general break­
down of the Negro family and the 
general feeling of despair in the ghetto.

But few will argue that inner-city 
schools provide the kind of education 
a youngster with ghetto problems needs. 
For the most part, these schools are 
terrible. Where the pupils need all sorts 
of extra help, what they most often 
get is an education vastly inferior to 
that provided in well-to-do areas.

The Working Class White
As the Negro tries to break out of 

the ghetto, much of the conflict develops 
between the poor Negro and the work­
ing '•lass’white. This is not a new con­
flict. It went on in rural areas years ago. 
T^ same sort of conflict existed in the 
past when older immigrants fought the 
challenge of the newest immigrants try­
ing to move up the ladder.

The basic conflict in the past was 
over jobs. The newest conflict also in­
volves jobs, but there are other ele­
ments, too.

The working class white may have 
come from Appalachia or Ireland, or 
Poland or Italy or somewhere in 
Central Europe, or maybe it was his 
parents who were the immigrants. His 
income may be high now, but he still 
feels insecure.

There are 20 million American fam­
ilies with incomes between $6,000 and 
$7,500 a year. They are hard working, 
church-going. They don’t think much 
about the problems of the world, or the 
problems of the nation, or even their 
own community. Their concern is most­
ly with their own personal problems. 
These center around their jobs, their 
family and their homes.

Memories of the depression still are 
close to many. A layoff, a strike, a 
plant relocation—any of these things 
which they cannot control—can bring 
a family close to the brink of disaster.

A 1963 letter to the New York Times 
poignantly explains this feeling:

"Some men leave their sons money, 
some large investments, some business

connections and some a profession. I 
have only one worthwhile thing to give: 
my trade. I hope to follow a centuries- 
old tradition and sponsor my sons for 
an apprenticeship.

“For this simple father’s wish it is 
said that I discriminate against Ne­
groes. Don’t all of us discriminate? 
Which of us when it comes to a choice 
will not choose a son over all others?

“I believe that an apprenticeship in 
my union is no more a public trust, to 
be shared by all, than a millionaire's 
money is a public trust. Why should 
the government—be it local, state or 
federal—have anymore right to decide 
how I dispose of my heritage than it 
does how the corner grocer disposes of 
his?"

To the man on the next-highest rung 
of the ladder, there is only one target 
for the man below—his job.

A iKn living this close to insecurity 
can understand "respectatne" reasons 
for poverty, such as strikes, depressions 
and layoffs. He cannot understand 
someone who is a permanent welfare 
recipient, or who deserts his wife and 
children.

Why these people, whom he considers 
loafers looking for a free ride, should 
be offered his job, or even a job in his 
plant, is hard for him to understand.

The working class white has two 
other major concerns:

• his family, principally'his children 
and their future. He is worried about 
undesirables being bussed into his 
neighborhood, or his children being 
driven miles into areas with poorer 
schools.

• his home, for which he has worked 
hard and on which he still has a sizable 
mortgage. It represents a good share 
of his life savings. If undesirables move 
in, property values may fall, even his 
family’s safety may be threatened.

Now, this working-class white, in do­
ing his share to solve the crisis in the 
cities, is being asked to make room 
in his plant for unemployed minorities; 
to open up his neighborhoods; and to 
bus slum children to his neighborhood 
schools, or to bus his children to down­
town schools.

All this comes with a growing pres­
sure at a time when he is likely to feel 
as left out of society as the Negro. The

federal programs of the 1930s- the 
New Deal—were aimed at the w irk­
ing man. But, as far as the working tan 
is concerned, those of the "New F. on- 
tier” and the “Great Society" have been 
designed to help the poor Negro, not 
the poor white.

There is a growing bitterness in this 
group. Preaching at them does no good.

It is largely from this group, and 
those recently risen to middle class, that 
former Alabama Governor George C. 
Wallace got most of his support in the 
1968 presidential election.

It is from this group that white 
violence is likely to come in response 
to the threat of black violence.

It is from this group that most of 
our policemen have come in the past.

Police and the Ghetto
Ghetfo Negroes really are of two 

minds about the police. They protest 
bitterly about inadequate law enforce­
ment, about a double standard of law 
enforcement. Yet growing bitterness to- 
ward police among many Negroes 
makes better law enforcement all but 
impossible for police to provide.

Black spokesmen say they want more 
Negroes on the police force. Many 
forces now are recruiting Negroes fast­
er than whites. Yet a Negro on the 
police force all too often must face 
hostility from his own people for hav­
ing "sold out" to the white establish­
ment, in addition to dealing with the 
remnants of once common discrimina­
tion from his fellow officers.

A former Detroit police commission­
er, Federal Circuit Judge George Ed­
wards, says:

"Most of the Negro population in 
these United States believes that we do 
not have equal law enforcement. And 
there is enough to document their be­
liefs in this regard, not only from past 
history but from present practice s, to 
warrant careful attention and great 
concern and some specific effo.’s to 
better our present situation.”

Actually, says Judge Edwards, Dur­
ing the major portion of history in 
these United States the police have 
really had, as a part of their fur W 
knowingly in many areas, the ; b of 
keeping the Negro in his place."

The pfflice-ghetto problem at peart 
to be growing ever more serio- s. In 
some areas, it is approaching a form 
of guerilla warfare.

714. A DRINK AT
JOEL'S PLACE
Jess Moody
Published at *3.50

Here is a voice of conscience 
for the church today. Through 
the sting of it all we glimpse the 
possibility of the happy excite­
ment which God intended.

779. THE STORK IS DEAD 
Charlie W. Shedd 
Published at *3.95

This is the frankest book on sex 
by any minister. Direct, blunt, 
perceptive and not soon to be 
forgotten. Skips the sermons to 
talk to all teens.

723. STAND TALL AND 
STRAIGHT 
Bill Glass 
Published at *3.95

Counsel for teen-age boys from 
a concerned professional athlete. 
Packs a punch toward a full life, 
getting along and understanding 
sex drives.

957. THE PARABLES 
OF PEANUTS 
Robert L Short 
Published at *4.95

A freshly-salted Peenuts by the 
writer of The Gospel According 
to Peenuts. Includes over 250 
cartoons and emphasizes basic 
Christian faith.

797. IF I MAKE MY BED
IN HELL
John B. Porter
Published at *4.95

The agony and torment of war 
in a novel of actual experience 
by a combat chaplain in Vietnam. 
Gripping realism and living 
characters.

3 Great Christian Books—yours
for only TOO each! (J?MtoEalues)

1014. A PLACE TO STAND
Elton Trueblood 
Published at *2.95

A practical guide to Christian 
faith Is a solid point from which 
to operate In contemporary 
living. Supports a vital belief.

MORE
ABUN DAN I

M8- UFE MORE ABUNDANT 
Charles L Allen

.. Published at *3.50
®*la« principles of victorious 

»™>0 from the famed Houston 
wsscher and author. Includes 
n^h>n<al ,reedom- escape from 
Bunt, fear and disappointment.

pRCAChinq 
foom Great 

BiBle chAptens

789. PREACHING FROM 
GREAT BIBLE CHAPTERS 
Kyle M. Yates 
Published at *4.95

Outstanding expository sermons 
based on’cholce Bible chapters. 
A reprint of a classic which 
applies to current life. A must 
for the preacher.

770. PUNJAB PIONEER 
Charles Reynolds 
Published at *4.95

The unique world of Edith 
Brown, piorfear surgeon for 
woman in India and founder of 
the renowned Ludhiana 
Christian Medical College.

928. THE CREATIVE YEARS 
•nd THE MIRACLE OF 
DIALOGUE 
Reu*l L How* 
Published at *7.00

Help for pastors, parents and 
counselors. Two books in one. 
conelatino social and medical 
science with Scripture.

794. HOUSE BY THE 
BO TREE 
Ruth Saamands 
Published at *3.95

A family with a zest for mission­
ary life In India. Combines 
humor, mishap and inspiration 
from an irrepressible family.

738. A SECOND TOUCH 
Keith Miller 
Published at *3.95

This challenging sequel to The 
Teste of New Wine grips the 
reader equally. Approaches 
problems of renewal at the per­
sonal level.

784. I, TOO. AM MAN 
Jam*e R. Dolby 
Published at *3.95 ,

A psychologist reflects on 
Christian experience. A spring­
board for frosh thinking, includ­
ing Insight for parents on 
children's spiritual growth.

CS. Lewis

927. CRUSADE HYMN 
STORIES
Edited by Cliff Barrow* 
Published at *3.80

Today's best-known song leader 
shares his stories of the great 
songs of faith Including 10 of 
Billy Graham's favorites. For 
personal or group Inspiration.

999. LETTERS TO AN 
AMERICAN LADY 
C. S. Lewie 
Published at *3.95

Looking at another's mail is 
particularly rewarding when the 
writer is the inspired 20th cen­
tury euthor. Shows humanity 
and Christian depth.
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ANY 3 of these important Christiabooks
can be yours for ONLY $1.00 EACH

936. THE SOCIAL 
CONSCIENCE OF 
EVANGELIOAL 
Sherwood Eliot Ml 
Publlihed at I4.N

"One of the finest booh 
the year" said Carl F. HHi 
of Christianity Today. Aoi 
faith and action in viula

Publiehod ot M.95
Highly stimulating science fic­
tion that finds husband and wife 
wedged apart by strange forces. 
A now view of God. sin. love, 
life end death.

754. WITNESSING LAYMEN 
MAKE LIVING 
CHURCHES 
Cloxton Monro and 
William S. Toegel 
Published st M.95

The concept that revolutionized 
two churches in Houston. Un­
veils the witnessing ministry and 
itemizes its effectiveness and 
evolution.

756. GOOD MARRIAGES 
GROW 
Irene Harrell 
Published at *3.95

A deeply-moving story of 
Christian witness. Serious and 
humorous. Filled with warm, 
personal insights into marriage 
from highlights to hardships.

736. THE AWESOME POWER 
OF THE LISTENING EAR 
John W. Drakeford 
Published at (3.50 ® 

Hera is a book which can help 
you do almost anything you 
want to do—by learning how to 
listen.

Good 
'UlURRIACie

GROW

'Plus a small 
charge for postage 
.and handling.

' BOOKS

795. AN ARCHAEOLOGIST 
LOOKS AT THE GOSPELS 
James L Kelso 
Published at »3.95

Here is a new look at the life 
lived by the man Jesus. An 
exciting on-the-scene look at 
the gospels that reveal a cultured 
society. Ideal for laymen.

1012. EARTH, MOON M 
BEYOND
Bob W. Parrott
Published at M54J 

The "pastor to the astroM 
emphasizes relational 
tween spiritual and t«M 
aspects of the spacij 
gram. Includes colorfJM 
photos

733. RESOURCE GUIDE TO 
CURRENT SOCIAL ISSUES 

William M. Pinson, Jr.
Published at *6.95

A valuable tool for anyone 
interested in keeping up with 
the issues of today. More than a 
bibliography with wide-ranging 
sources for current concerns.

760. GOD IN MAN S 
EXPERIENCE 
A. Leonard Griffith 
Published at *3.95

A beautifully written book which 
relates the Psalms to real life. 
Relates experience to faith as 
the light of God shines in.

[08. HELPI I'M A LAYMAN 
Kenneth Chafin

I Published at (3.50
For men. women and young 
prions who seek growth and 
paiurity beyond their original 
kofession of faith.

898. THE LIFE OF THE SOUL
Samuel H. Miller 
Published at (3.95

A genuine spiritual adventure 
awaits the reader. Beautifully 
expressed and penetrating-in­
sights underline Scriptural 
homilies in a compelling manner.

AMFUMJIST 
hark- at the 
gospels

976. I STAND BY THE DOOR 
Helen Smith Shoemaker 
Published at M.95

The inspiring life story of Dr. 
Samuel Shoemaker... the man 
Billy Graham called. "The Giant 
Among Mon."

1015. SPRINTfDR 
THE SUN 
Loren Young 
Published at (2.95

Practical uplifting commentary 
drawn from a life of sensitivity 
and rich insight. Compelling 
spiritual lessons by the former 
Duke track star.

A MAN TALKS 
WITH GOD 
Bob W. Perrofl 
Published at 

"Conversations" wro*. 
come an inspiring 
who find prayer din®" 
the "pastor to the Mt™”
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Word Book Club invites you to buy the valuable 
Christian books you’ve always wanted— 
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1016. COMMUNICATING 
LOVE THROUGH 
PRAYER 
Roseland Rinker 
Published at *2.50

Conversational prayer explored 
In depth, including a candid 
analysis of barriers that hinder 
flow of God's love.

THE LIBERTY OF 
OBEDIENCE 
Elisabeth Elliot 
Published at *2.96 

An intensely challenging book 
from the author's personal ex­
perience with God. "The one 
who loves knows . . . how to

THE HOPE OF GLORY 
Marcus Loane 
Published at (3.96 

exP°»ition of the 
oiound truths,of Romans 8. 
nmi.'Msonetl exeQ(*i* that 
«™»ei rewarding personal

As a member of Word Book Club, you'll have the world’s great, new Christian 
books at your fingertips! You’ll be offered only the most helpful, the most relevant, 
the most important of the new books: books that help you solve problems, help 
you strength and deepen your Christian faith; books that help you find Christian 
answers to family problems, job problems’, emotional problems.

Month after month you’ll have a chance to choose from the cream of the crop, 
at huge savings—those books that have special usefulness in your own Christian 
lire. ' /
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750. RELEASE FROM 
PHONINESS 
Arnold Prater
Published at *3.95 

Conrtructiv* answer* on how a 
person can achieve great per­
sonal joy and fulfillment by 
dropping his "social mask” . . . 
by being "real.”

757. SEEKERS AFTER 
MATURE FAITH 
E. Glenn Hinson 
Published at M.95

A helpful and practical introduc­
tion to the devotional classics 
from the early fathers to moderns. 
Includes psychological com­
mentary.

706. THE TASTE OF
NEW WINE 
Keith Miller

935. TO LIVE IN LOVE
Ell**n Guder 
Published at *3.95

A book for everyone, showing 
how to find fulfillment and 
direction in God's love. From a 
famous text, love sparkles like a 
diamond.

713. THE SECRET OF 
EFFECTIVE PRAYER 
Helen Smith Shoemtksr 
Published at *3.95

A practical and meaningful h«lp 
for laymen shares the inspiration 
and freshness of vitsl praying 
without artificial piety.

754. THE CHRISTIAN, 
THE CHURCH AND 
CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS

T. B. Marton 
Published at *6.95

Hare the Christian message and 
apirit ar* brought to bear on key 
social and moral problems of 
our time. A strong flavor of Bible 
knowledge throughout.

958. A PLACE FOR YOU
Paul Tournier
Published at M.95

The haunting loneliness of 
modern man is traced by this 
renowned Christian psychiatrist. 
Pointer* for finding your place 
and moving onward.

Published at *3.50
A beat seiler for good reason. 
The layman's March for meaning 
climaxes in significant commit­
ment that spark* other* to follow.

I LIVING

i
GROWING 

EDGE

780. THE CENTRALITY OF 
PREACHING IN THE TOTAL 
TASK OF THE MINISTRY

John Killinger
Publi*h«d at *3.95

An integrated view of preaching 
and living, relating preaching to 
other activitie* in the ministry 
of th* church.

BRUCE LARSON

978. LIVING AN THE 
GROWING EDGE 
Bruce Larson 
Published at *2.95

A resource for restless and 
adventurous individuals by the 
director of Faith at Work. Helpa 
In understanding God's inten­
tions for our lives.

746. THE SECRET SAYINGS 
OF THE LIVING JESUS 
Ray Summer* 
Published at *5.95

A scholarly, interesting and 
lightening study of 
troversial "Gospel Accords ™ 
Thomas." Reveals Gnostic W- 
fluanc** and Synoptic par***

here are sniping incidents against 
p :ce. Fire bombs are thrown. There 
• police retaliation. Policemen’s as- 
sv ations are more and more resist­
ing efforts of officials to restrain them 
i:. their actions against the black com­
munity.

Where are we now?
John Gardner, former secretary of 

Health, Education and Welfare who 
now is chairman of the Urban Coali­
tion, says the greatest problem is the 
fragmentation of the community, the 
lack of communication among groups.

In his travels as HEW secretary, he 
says:

“I found that the typical American 
city was split into a variety of different 
worlds that were often wholly out of 
touch with one another. The suburbs 
were out of touch with the central city. 
Business, labor and the universities 
were three wholly separate worlds—as 
far apart as worlds can be.

“City Hall was usually out of touch 
with the ghetto and often out of touch 
with the ablest and most influential 
people in the city. The most serious 
rifts, of course, were the rifts involving 
various minority communities, most 
commonly the black community, but in 
certain parts of the country the Ameri­
can Indian or the Mexican American 
community.

“As I traveled around, I observed 
that these fragmented worlds were often 
terribly ignorant of one another, and 
that the ignorance fred fear, and the 
fear bred hostility. These cities were 
noi communities. They were encamp­
ments of strangers.”

The position of the U.S., at this point 
in history, has been compared to that 
or . man who has waded into the mid- 
dl«- of a swamp. There’s no sense trying 
to to back to the stability of yesterday. 
1 • only reasonable choice is to go for- 
w • toward the solid ground on the 
on. r side.

is too late to avoid the creation 
oi ie black ghetto. Bigger and tough­
er 'ice forces and more punitive wel- 
fa' -ystems will not get the job done. 
T1 is no way out except to face up 
10 fact that our metropolitan cen-
tet re catch basins for the social de-

cies the entire nation has allowed 
'to umulate.

Ai< list, 1969

A whole new class has develop? 
those who work in the inner cit 
flee it by night, and complain bitterly if 
they are asked to help the city in its agony. 

/'

Continued on page 18

by day,
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Millions of people, denied the educa­
tional and job opportunities most 
Americans take for granted, have 
moved into the cities looking for “the 
good life." It is not their fault they 
were not prepared for the city. It is 
not necessarily the fault of the city that 
it was not prepared for them.

These ppoptesmd their needs are in­
creasingly in the central cities. The 
wealth, the resources to provide the job 
training the social services, they wel­
fare assistance, the compensatory educa­
tion is increasingly in the affluent sub­
urbs.

Many db-gooders who live in the 
suburbs talk a good game. They de­
plore the fact that black children must 
attend schools that are overcrowded, 
that arc old and decaying, that have 
the poorest and least qualified teachers, 
and that these children are likely to 
finish high school without the ability 
to read and write proficiently.

But a serious effort to help this black 
child., which in theory they are sorry 
for, might result in an increase in their 
taxes. It might mean moving black chil­
dren from poor areas into their schools. 
As a practical matter, the middle class 
American is no different from the work­
ing class American. He opposes this 

!. son of thing in practice, even though 
he may favor doing something in theory.

Without different attitudes, we only 
can dabble at the problem. And yet the 
Kerner Commission warned:

“No American—white or black—can 
escape the consequences of the continu­
ing social and economic decay of our 
major cities."

What can we do?
Obviously, there are no easy answers. 

It took a long time for things to get 
this bad. It probably will take a long 
time for them to .get much better.

One first step that seems clear is 
that we must all realize we are all in 
the same boat. If the American city 
goes down, we are all on board. There 
is no place to hide.

Once we make this decision, the next 
step is to try to head off disaster long 
enough to give some of the positive 
forces—and there are many of these— 
time to do their work.

There is a need for a massive govern­
mental commitment in many areas. This 
will require a good deal of money. 
Higher taxc%are likely, if the job is to 
be done.

We may have to sacrifice some long 
accepted ways of doing things. It is 
clear that new forms of government 
must be found that cut across previous­
ly sacred boundaries.

We will have to forget the old myths, 
the old ways that don't work anymore. 
What is required is new strategy, new 
tactics, new ideas measured by one 
standard—will they get the job done?

The rural and small town nation we 
had a half century ago is gone. Even 
city life as we knew it before World 
War II is gone.

If the cities must change, so must 
churches. In the past, churches have 
been slow to adapt to city ways. Too 
often they have done little more than 
remember fondly the bygone rural or 
small town church which was the com­
munity center and bemoan the passing 
of that role. If things got too rough 
in the city, often they have fled to the 
suburbs, or even closed down.

Now the churches must carve out a 
new role—or maybe recapture their 
old role by new tactics. They might well 
use Matt. 5:13-16 as their text:

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if 
the salt have lost its savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to 
be trodden under the foot of men.

"Ye are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
i "Neither do men light a candle and 
pBt it under a bushelfbut on a candle­
stick; and it giveth light unto all that 
are in the house.

“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see you^good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

Churches haven’t the resources to re­
build the cities. Their role should be to 
light the way, to shine light into dark 
places, to influence decisions and at­
titudes.

The key to the ultimate solution of 
the crisis in the cities is the same thing 
men have been wrestling with down 
through the ages. It is the problem of 
how all men are to live together in 
peace and friendship, with justice for 
all.

No real solution can be found—no 
matter how much money we spend— 
unless we also reshape the attitudes and 
relations between people and groups of 
people.

There is a crying need for whites to 
understand the problems of blacks. Why 
are there so many illegitimate children? 
Why are young Negroes often so hostile 
and arrogant? Why do black militants 
make such outrageous demands?

There is a need for blacks to under­
stand whites. What are they afraid of? 
Why do they seem to hate the Negro?

Both races need to know the an­
swers to many questions.

The churches can do much to break 
down this communications barrier.

There are many ways they also c q 
minister to the needy, and other w; s 
laymen can work as individuals. I it 
the need to minister to the prejudi. .s 
and ignorance of their own mernb s 
must not be overlooked.

Many churches have fled to the s i- 
urbs. Others have remained in the y 
to try to continue to serve their c< i- 
munity. Both can play a role—toget er 
—in working out better commun a- 
tions between the races.

It would have been easier in 19 4, 
after th© Supreme Court struck de vn 
school segregation, if all Christians ad 
jumped in to try to work out ways ’or 
all races to live together as broth rs. 
It is much harder now—the price .ve 
pay for our folly.

This is true of many other problems 
in cities. The longer ,we delay giving 
them our serious attention, the more 
critical they become.

Once we begin to look around, hon­
estly and inquisitively, we will find many 
channels for service. What is needed is 
bold, imaginative leadership and ded­
icated fellowship.

The younger generation hasn’t re­
jected Christian values. It has rejected 
Christians who give these values only 
lip service. At the same time, however, 
these values are being tested, challenged. 
Forms and rituals which no longer have 
meaning must be quickly discarded.

In a world of instant and worldwide 
communication, Christians must, in ef­
fect, put up or shut up. The sham and 
hypocrisy of the past—we can’t get 
away with this anymore.

There is a vast hunger in our so­
ciety for a better world. There are also 
ugly, evil influences gaining ground.

A renewal, a rebirth could come 
within the church. It could come out­
side the church, where many sincere 
young people are trying to develop new 
forms of spiritual life.

If it doesn’t come somewhere, soon, 
the church may cease to have any 
significant influence in the affair-, of 
men. Take a look at what already is 
happening to churches in both . ties 
and suburbs. If their growth I ‘•n't 
stopped yet, it is slowing, even th ugh 
more and more people contini to 
move into the community. If the are 
in the inner city, almost inevitably hey 
are losing ground.

Probably no one has put it ’ iter 
than Mayor Walter Wastogto of 
Washington, D.C. He said: *

“The problems of the city mu be­
come the problems of religion i the 
city. The church cannot walk vay 
from the gnawing, frustrating ob- 
lems of the city, and expect to 1 - >n 
peace and tranquility.” ■

'________________ENCOUNTER
by Kenneth Day

Crusade of the Americas 
in the Bullring

? he big report of the Crusade of the 
..■nericas will come later. Results will 

: ; released soon and we will discuss 
ihem for a long time. As is usually the 
case in large efforts of this kind, re­
ports, however successful, will not re­
flect the really great experiences of in­
dividual churches, missions and persons. 
Nor could all these be reported publicly 
—there is neither time nor media to 
tell them all. And yet, some experi­
ences, which may be characteristic of 
many others, should be known about. 
The South Dade Crusade among the 
migrant workers is one of them.

Three Latin American missions— 
Perrine, Princeton and Homestead— 
did not wait until the dates scheduled 
on the denominational calendar to con­
duct their crusade. The Spring months 
of 1969 would have found practically 
all rnigrants out of southern Florida, 
and since migrants are the primary 
public of these missions, they scheduled 
their crusade at a time when they could 
expect an audience—December, 1968. 
And an audience they had—scattered 
and gathered. During the daytime a 
truck provided by the Pocket Testament 
League and equipped like a broadcast­
ing station circulated through the fields 
witnessing to"working migrants. A large 
platform was built on top of the truck 
from which an 11-member band, 
brought up from Puerto Rico, played, 
and evangelist Wayne Bristow of Lub­
bock, Tex. spoke briefly. No great time 
w. spent at any one place for fear of 
in rfering with the workers. Brief tes- 
b mies and music went out over the 
P lie address system and pieces of lit- 
Cl ire, including thousands of Gospels 
01 . ohn, were handed out.

•tiring the evenings, a 500 to 600 
se tent was consistently filled to ca- 
P‘ y in spite of the coldest weather 
sc i Florida had known in ages. Re- 
P‘ -ble results include 83 professions 
01 ith and more than 10,000 pieces 
°> erature (mostly Scripture portions) 
di‘ •buted. Now, more than six months 
lai the three sponsoring missions still 
at‘, 'aptizing persons reached during 
mt .rusade. And through these other 

members of their families are being 
reached.

What effect has this effort had on the 
missions? Rafael de Armas, pastor of 
the Perrine Mission, says they are hav­
ing the best year they ever have had. 
After five years with attendance in Per­
rine averaging from 60 to 100, they 
are consistently having 200 in their' 
services. They are baptizing three or 
four persons almost every week now, 
he reports.

In March of 1969, 22 other Latin 
American congregations in the Miami 
area entered into the crusade. Hubert 
Hurt, superintendent of language mis­
sions in Florida, gives the following 
summary of these meetings:

"For many hundreds of Cuban ref­
ugees in the Miami area the Crusade 
of the Americas was a time of spiritual 
revival. At the close of one of the ser­
vices a Cuban lady approached the 
evangelist and confessed that before at­
tending the revival she had been con­
templating suicide. She had entered the 
evangelistic services for the first time in 
her life. There she had found peace 
within and a reason to continue to live.

In another church a young man who 
had taken part in the Bay of Pigs in­
vasion, for whom his Baptist wife had 
been prayinj for some time, yielded his 
heart to the Lord. Previously all his 
hopes had been placed in finding a 
political sqlution to the problem of his 
nation.

In a third church a young man who 
had recently escaped from Cuba by way 
of Guantanamo Base came to know the 
peace that Christ gives to one who had 
found him as personal Saviour. A total 
of 1233 decisions were registered. Of 
these 625 were professions of faith, 81 
immediate requests for baptism, 54 let­
ters and 471 rededications.

A climatic service was held in the 
Dade County Auditorium on Sunday 
evening, March 30, with over 2,000 
Latin Americans in attendance. The 
message was brought by Rev. Juan Luis 
Rodrigo, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Madrid, Spain, who had 

come specifically to participate in the 
Miami crusade effort. The rally cli­
maxed the greatest evangelistic effort 
yet undertaken by Latin American Bap­
tists in Greater Miami.”

All along the river, Rio Grande, sep­
arating Texas and Mexico, came many 
thrilling experiences from the Latin 
American Crusades. The El Paso-Juarez 
Crusade was conducted in the bullring 
qf Juarez. Nightly attendance averaged 
from four to five thousand. More than 
700 professions of faith were recorded. 
Among them was the Latin American 
director of the public relations firm who 
had been employed to publicize the cru- 

, sades. Following him to Christ were his 
wife and mother-in-law.

Frank Patterson, who serves with the 
Southern Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House in El Paso, was visiting in the 
interest of the crusade. He called on 
one home and found that the lady 
whom he was seeking had just a few days 
earlier died. "But you need not worry 
about my mother," remarked the young 
lady at the door. “A teenage girl wit­
nessed to her and encouraged her fo 
attend the Baptist church, where she 
became a Christian. Only three days 
later she died, but died with faith in 
Christ.” A few nights later the daughter 
too publicly announced her faith in 
Christ during the crusade invitation.

In the Del Rio-Villa Acuna area the 
crusade also was held in the bullring. 
The mayor of Villa Acuna, owner of 
the bullring, provided the arena with­
out cost. The 3,500 seats were filled 
every night. The mayor, himself not a 
professing Christian, sat on the plat­
form during every service, hosted the 
evangelistic team for dinner several 
times, provided police protection, and 
in this Catholic stronghold defended the 
evangelicals and invited their return. 
The mayor did not declare his faith 
during the meetings, but gave many 
evidences of concern. To pray tor the 
mayor and countless others who may 
have been left “close to the kingdom" 
at the close of these crusades would be 
to continue the ministry of the Crusade 
of the Americas. ■
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Biblical Ethics and Modern Medicine

Home MissdNS

Among the books on my scattered 

desk are a New York Times Magazine 
of March'23, 1969, and a Bible. The 
magazine cover is an enlarged photo­
graph of a nine-week-old fetus still 
suspended in its amniotic sac after a 
therapeutic abortion, and the accom­
panying story tells of the startling ad­
vances in man’s capacity to control his 
life. The Bible's cover is solid black, 
and it tells about the Kingdom of God, 
justice, love, etc. These two books are 
Qn the same desk, but many.would say 
in very different worlds.

The world of contemporary medical 
practice is characterized by rapidly 
changing innovations. Advancing med- 
ica; technology has turned medical 
practice into one of the most forward- 
loo. ing and barrier-breaking activities 
ot our times. Genetic engineering tech- 
niq -s, mind manipulating drugs and 
lif' Prolonging procedures are only a 
fev. of the developments which make 
me al practice one of the most awe- 
soi spheres of modern life.

me. _a| practice be related to the an- 
cien and familiar world of the Bible? 
The exist in two radically different 
scic - fie eras; the cultural contexts are 
as tanj as the thousands of years 
whic stand between them. How can 

20 st, 1969

the Complex problems of birth control, 
abortion or genetic engineering have 
anything to do with the ancient com­
mands against spilling semen on the 
ground or commands for being fruitful 
and multiplying? Of what value are 
the commands against killing or ad­
monitions about loving your neighbor 
when you are faced with the dilemma 
of prolonging the vital functions of one 
who has reached what is commonly 
called the “vegetable state”?

These questions can be ariswered 
without any trick mirrors or any in­
tellectual machinations designed to de­
lude rather than to enlighten. An honest 
analysis of the Biblical faith will reveal 
several important points at which this 
faith intersects and enlightens the arena 
of modern medical practice.

1. The biblical faith affirms that 
man has a significant role to play in 
making his history and in determining 
his life.

One of the notable characteristics of 
modern medical practice is the expan­
sion of the physician’s capacity to con­
trol or affect human life. This spiraling 
capability has been a source of con­
siderable uneasiness expressed in the 
fear of many that we have started “play­
ing God." This uneasiness must be 
spoken to. Can the mushrooming capac­
ity of modern man be harmonized with 

the biblical faith's affirmatied) about the 
responsibilities of man? I

There is a strange and, I feel, anti- 
biblical theology which seeks to divide 
human life into two spheres—God's 
activity and man’s activity. To God’s 
sphere are assigned all the things which 
man cannot do. As a matter of fact, 
in this system God is kept around 
primarily for the purpose of explain­
ing the mysterious. God is in charge 
of whatever man cannot explain.

Nothing could be more alien to the 
biblical view of God. In the creation 
story God is pictured as inviting man 
to join him in the creative task. God 
asked man to name the animals. To the 
Hebrew mind the naming of anything 
was an integral part of creating it. Man 
was not told by God to be a passive 
bystander to life. From the beginning 
he was called to join God in whatever 
God was doing.

In Christ’s ministry his call was for 
men to be his disciples not his ob­
servers. They were to follow and join 
with him in the ministry he was per­
forming. He even promised them that 
they would do greater things than ha 
did (John 14:12).

The overwhelming picture of God 
in the Bible is of a God who is work­
ing in and through the activity of men. 
There is no jealousy that man might get
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a piece of the action. Rather the fear 
is that man will be the unworthy stew­
ard who takes talents and buries them.

The biblical faith intersects our 
particular time to reveal how our new 
capacities are mobilizing us for new 
responsibilities to decide and act. We 
must decide now because we can con­
trol matters/0f'T)irth, life and death 
which our farefathers could not control. 
The question of abortion becomes a 
very different question when we can 
detect within the early months of preg­
nancy that the fetus likely will develop 
into a seriously malformed infant. We 
can no longer say that the aged per­
son's life is just in God's hands when 
we have the capacity to prolong certain 
vital functions indefinitely. Our age and 
our faith meet at the crossroads of new 
decisions and actions. It is at that cross­
roads that we must live.

If ours is a time of using newfound 
ability, then we must learn how to use 
it?There are no maps or trails to follow. 
How do we find our way through the 
new decisions about life and death for 
which we have no explicit tradition? 
How shall we use our new potential?

2. The biblical faith affirms that all 
of God’s gifts are for the purpose of 
meeting human needs.

4 o<Jk again at the creation stories 
of Genesis 1 and 2. Here we have 
Jkvo creation stories which, though they 
differ significantly in detail, agree at 
crucial points of faith. In chapter 1. 
God is pictured as spending the first 
five days getting the earth ready for 
mankind, who is created on the sixth. 
The portrayal of God’s interest and 
concern is not unlike that of a diligent 
and competent hostess who spends days 
preparing for that special guest.

In the second chapter beginning with 
verse 4b, a very different set of details 
is found. Here God ‘creates man first 
and then creates in order to meet man's 
needs. The important fact to note is 
that in both of these creation stories, 
there is presented a uniform profile of 
God. He is the one who from the be­
ginning has been “up to his elbows" 
in one task—that of serving the needs 
of all his children.

This image of God never changes 
in the Bible, and if we are to keep our 
bearings in the uncharted land of new 
potential, we cannot lose sight of this 
portrait of God. It is easy to lose sight 
in a world whirling with new possibili­
ties. Experimentation always invites ir­
responsibility. In such a setting a kind 
of “anything goes” tide is created; and 
unless we have some basic commit­
ments, we can be swept away- by it.

Among the many spectacular moral 
issues raised by recent advances in 

medical technology, what may be the 
most crucial issue of all has been over­
looked. As a people we have developed 
truly astonishing abilities in the health 
care field. Life and health-giving tech­
niques have mushroomed. With a daz­
zling array of skills, medicines and 
machines, the contemporary physician 
can produce miracles men only dreamed 
of in the past. The discouraging note 
is that a sizable portion of our popula­
tion is moving progressively further and 
further away from the benefits of these 
modern miracles.

In the U.S. News and World Report 
of March 24, 1969, there is an inter­
view with Walter J. McNerney, pres­
ident of the Blue Cross Association. 
He said:

There is significance in American mor­
tality and morbidity rates as compared 
with those in other countries. There are 
15 countries with a lower infant-mortality 
rate than the U.S. And our country ranks 
something like twentieth in the world in 
longevity.

With particular reference to the death 
rate among children, it's pretty clear that 
we have a problem. The infant-mortality 
rate among the poor in this country is 
about twice that of the well-to-do. The 
death rate among the black poor is likely 
to be three times the national average.

one looks behind these figures— 
and others—and sees thar the poor get 
much less prenatal and post-natal care, 
worse nutrition, worse housing, and less 
preventive and rehabilitative care than 
the average citizen, then ojie has to sus­
pect strongly that costs are a major prob­
lem to certain segments of our popula­
tion. Fifty per cent of the poor are not 
immunized against common childhood ail­
ments. Sixty-four per cent do not see a 
dentist. And 45 per cent of the female 
poor who have babies do not get prenatal 
care (p. 44).

Other sources could be cited which 
support the view that there are formid­
able barriers between a significant seg­
ment of our population and the prom­
ised land of medical blessings available.

One of the noblest traditions in the 
medical profession is the physician’s 
common practice of treating everyone 
who is brought to him regardless of 
ability to pay. There is a further re­
sponsibility which the physician shares 
with all citizens. We not only must 
treat all those who get to us; we also 
must remove those barriers which pre­
vent many from ever reaching us or 
which hinder their reaching us until 
it is too late.

I would add to McNerney's statement 
that there are other factors besides cost 
which contribute to the distance which 
exists between the needy and God's 
healing gifts to us. There are aspects 
of our social, medical and political sys­
tems which contribute to the problem. 
Only as alterations are made in these 
systems will this discrepancy be re­

moved. In any case, the physician r ust 
look beyond just what is happenin in 
his own office to fulfill the morai re­
sponsibility of sharing today’s me: cal 
potential with all who need it.

In Luke 12 there is a parable ' om 
Christ to his disciples about the nr. ter 
of a household who leaves home ! r a 
visit. He gives a steward the resp risi­
bility of distributing food and adn nis- 
tering the affairs of the house. The ew­
ard takes this opportunity to in< jlge 
himself. He begins to beat the mer. >ers 
of the household; he eats and drin s to 
his good pleasure. The master re irns 
and gives this steward a beating and 
puts him among the unfaithful; th t is, 
among those who cannot be trv.ted. 
Christ concludes this parable by say­
ing, "Everyone to whom much is given, 
of him will much be required."

The lesson should be clear. The faith­
ful and wise steward is the one who dis­
tributes fairly within the household the 
provisions with which he has been en­
trusted. To this steward the master gives 
enlarged privileges and responsibilities. 
The unfaithful steward is the one who 
misuses that with which he has been en­
trusted in the belief that his master is 
absent and will not know. He mistreats 
those whom he has been told to protect. 
He spends his time consuming rather 
than distributing the provisions of the 
household. This servant will receive 
from his master a severe beating and 
will be put among the unfaithful.

Here we see the same profile of God 
that was revealed in the creation story. 
His provisions are designed to meet the 
needs of his people. He invites us to 
join him in the task of seeing that this 
holy will is fulfilled.

Again we see the biblical faith and 
the realities of our time intersecting. A 
profusion of life and health-giving abili­
ties combine with the business of a life 
and health-giving God to require that 
we get this potential to where the need 
exists.

3. The biblical faith and ethic are 
not static but rather are dynamic real­
ities.

In the Bible God is pictured as a per­
sonal reality constantly deciding and do­
ing within man's history, rather tl >n an 
ossified reality unaffected by th flux 
of human events. He is a God wh does 
his thing in response to the c 'cum- 
stances of man’s life. For this a$OD' 
there is a wide variety of ways in vhich 
God's will shows itself to the 
faith. They were open to the pos sbility 
that while God's basic will might ex- 
pressed^n radically different forn from 
one situation to another, the » intent 
would remain constant. The exp ession 
of that will changed with history.

When Christ healed on the « bbath

was challenged by the law-idolators. 
:ey insisted that God's will was frozen 
he specific requirement of an ancient 
. Christ’s response demonstrates the 

■J of respect for traditional guide- 
s and the kind of openness to re-
ned responsibilities that characterize 

, biblical faith. Christ said, “The 
hath was made for man, and not 

. n for the sabbath.” God gave sab- 
h to man in order to bless him. It is 

• , purpose of sabbath that is crucial. 
'• en this concept is thwarted, Christ 
• dates the letter of the law in order 
i preserve its intent. Gpd’s will and the 

1 of the man of faith is open to new 
v .ys of achieving God’s basic purposes, 

pur age of rapid change requires such 
,<ii attitude. With every significant tech- 
n«'logical change, there is a demand for 
alteration in our procedures and often 
our attitudes which support these pro­
cedures. When these technological chan­
ge's invade our lives with the rapidity we 
now experience, there is special need 
for two things: the steady view of what 
life is all about and a willingness to 
change procedures and attitudes (which( 
like rigid sabbath observance, get in 
the way of ministry). There is a sound 
biblical theology tp support this open­
ness. That is the affirmation that the will 
of the living God cannot be limited to 
the specifics of any moral formulation 
that you and I create or inherit. There 
is a radical openness to change in pro­
cedure so that there can be a firm com­
mitment to serve God.

An example of the need to be open 
to new procedures is seen in our de­
liberations regarding the prolongation 
of life. The Hippocratic Oath has been 
interpreted to mean that the physician’s 
final duty is to preserve life, meaning 
the heartbeat, respiration and other such 
vital functions. The-4>ath serviced a time 
when the medical competence of the 
physician was such that he could pre- 
ser.e the biological functions only in 
tho.e cases where there was a high prob- 
abi! ;y that more (han just biological 
fur- Honing would result. However, I 
question this norm as the final arbiter 
of : edical practice at a time when our 
tec ical competence makes us able to 
pre rve biological functioning with no 
o' of accomplishing any goal beyond 

th? We are faced with the dilemma of 
nit al techniques originally designed 
to d now producing only misery. We 
ni1!' paraphrase Christ and say, "Medi- 
ca< hnology was made for man, not 
maJ r medical technology."

• biblical faith is especially rele- 
Vflr. i a rapidly changing world. It not 
onl rovides a steady perspective in a 
•me ! flux; it also calls us to dynamic 

.IV|r' and'serving which refuse to idol- 
IZe y system or formulation. Again

the biblical faith intersects our era to 
show us that there is no need to fear 
change. The dynamic faith and ethic of 
the Bible can always keep pace.

4. The biblical faith affirms that men 
ire mutually dependent upon each 
other.

A basic characteristic of our time is 
that all of us are becoming more special­
ized. This is necessary because of the 
information explosion and the rapidly- 
changing demands of our era. We have 
to divide our work into more and more 
specialized tasks if the work is to be 
accomplished.

Most often this specialization of so­
ciety has been interpreted as a divisive 
factor. The diversification of interests 
and functions is supposed to drive men 
apart. The biblical perspective can help 
us to see that rather than driving us 
apart, diversity makes us more depend­
ent upon each other.

In I Corinthians 12. Paul indicates 
the kind of community God wants 
among men. The j>eople had been mak­
ing much over their diversity, and Paul 
said:

For the body does not consist of one 
member but of many. If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body." that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. And if the 
car should say. “Because 1 am not an eye. 
1 do 'not belong to the body," that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. 
If the whole body were an eye. where 
would be the hearing? If th<? whole body 
were an ear, where would be the sense of 
smell? But as it is, God arranged the or­
gans in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. If all were a single organ, where 
would the body be? As it is. there are 
many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand. “I have no need of you." 
nor again the head to the feet. “I have 
no need of you." On the contrary, the 
parts of the body which seem to be weaker 
are indispensable, and those parts of the 
body which we thiik less honorable we 
invest with the greater honor, and our un­
presentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, which our more presentable parts 
do not require. But God has so adjusted 
the body, giving the greater honor to the 
inferior part, that there may be no dis­
cord in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another: 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice to­
gether: if one member is honored, all re­
joice together (1 Corinthians 12:14-26).

This lesson about the necessary in­
terdependence of men can be read clear­
ly in the events of the recent past. When 
there was little-division of labor, each 
family tended to be a self-contained unit 
sufficient within itself to meet its needs, 
such as life found in the rural communi­
ties of the past. There the work of each 
family was paralleled by the work of 
the other families. The source of unity 
in such a community was their common- 
.ality.

When this commonality was des­
troyed by the division of labor, or spe­
cialization of functions, the hope for 
community among men was not de­
stroyed; rather, a more pressing reason 
for community was introduced. We are 
now' drawn to each other, not by our 
commonality, but by our dissimilarity. 
Because we do different and specialized 
work, we need each other as comple­
ments. Mutuality or interdependence is 
now the source of our community.

In any specialized field, the need to­
day is to acknowledge that specializa­
tion makes us more dependent on oth­
ers. not less dependent. It is encouraging 
to read the responses from physicians 
to the work of Senator Mondale’s com­
mittee. They were studying the possi­
bility of an interdisciplinary commission 
to give direction to medical procedures 
which we consider experimental or revo­
lutionary. Most physicians who respond­
ed were favorably inclined.

I was surprised at the testimony of 
Dr. Christiaan Barnard. He said that 
such a commission would be an insult 
to the medical profession because its 
establishment would question that pro­
fession's ability to make such decisions 
themjelves. He called for all such mat­
ters to be left exclusively to the phy­
sician s discretion. He contended that 
any physician worth his salt would know 
what was right in a particul^- case.

It is natural for anyone seriously 
dedicated to a specialized task to view 
the participation of any “outsiders” to 
be at best an inconvenience and at worst 
an insult. This bashfulness has been 
demonstrated by almost every speciali­
zed group—teachers, realtors, ministers, 
physicians, etc. However, we cannot let 
this natural bashfulness prevent our see­
ing the necessity for decision-making 
procedures which incorporate the in­
sights of the society at large.

The only way to do this is to estab­
lish procedures by which we learn from 
each other across the lines of our spe­
cialities. It is imperative for churches, 
medical societies, legal organizations 
and civic groups to promote at the local 
level a sharing of insights regarding the 
crucial moral issues being raised in the 
medical field. Both the biblical under­
standing of community built upon mu­
tual service and the modern trend to­
ward specialization call us to acknowl­
edge the ways in which we are inter­
dependent.

Docs the biblical faith belong in the’ 
same world with the marvels of modem 
medicine? Yes, this faith intersects con­
temporary life at vital points to help us 
understand what is happening and to 
guide in defining our responsibilities. ■

/
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The World
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Thrust upon the American Christian 

community is an ever-increasing chai- 
as the nation’s campuses receive 

more and more student from abroad. 
The old idea of missions as a “scalp­
ing raid" into enemy territory, now so 
thoroughly discredited, > becomes even 
less viable when the world camps on 
our doorstep. The international student 
needs to become the object of special 
attention from sensitive members of the 
Christian community for several rea­
sons:

(I) He has greater and more im­
mediate social and emotional (and 
therefore spiritual) needs than .the aver­
age-culture Protestant American.

(2) If he is not Christian, he may be 
experiencing his first exposure to the 
gospel.

(3) Whether he is Christian or not, 
honesty compels us to admit that he 
may readily become disillusioned with 
the American church.

(4) When he returns to his home­
land, he will be a leader and will be in 
a position to win friends for the Chris­
tian missionary enterprise there if he 
has been favorably impressed here.

Unfortunately, church people often 
have viewed the international student 
more as a curio than as a person. They 
have gushed over his native costume, 
which very likely looks no more quaint 
here than on the streets of his country’s 
capital city. They have giggled over his 
unpronounceable name and have im­
periously abbreviated or anglicized it, 
forgetting that it may be the student’s 
last claim to his traditional identity.

What is least flattering of all, too many 
churchmen never have really listened 
to or learned from foreign students. 
Whether such inability to hear others’ 
feelings and longings is native to being 
American or is fostered by our con­
servative theological stance is a moot 
point. The problem is that we seldom 
are prepared to go beyond the "where- 
did-you-come-from-and-what-do-they- 
do-there" type of dialogue. Yet to be 
able to identify deeply' is, a must for 
Christians who would minister to inter­
nationals (or to anyone else), for if 
the message of the gospel is one of ac­
ceptance, then it is conveyed only by an 
outgoing and interested spirit.

Whenever Christians as individuals or 
as a group determine to build a ministry 
to international students, they first must 
clarify some vital theological points. 
They must, for example, come to under­
stand the relationship between God’s 
self-revelation in Scripture and in Christ 
and his self-disclosure in nature and in 
world religions. Discarding re:igious 
imperialism that says, “Do it my -ay or 
it’s wrong”; learning to appreciate wis­
dom wherever it is found; major:.ig on 
the weightier matters of love and •ustice 
rather than the ins and outs of Cl istian 
sectarianism—these are some 'f th* 
flexible attitudes that accompaiu prop­
er understanding of the idea T reve­
lation.

At Jjie same time, however, a .ninis- 
try to persons of non-Christian back­
ground must have a responsible Chris- 
tology. It must take into acccn it the 
unique nature and function o> Jesus

<_ ,-ist. The Christian witness is not 
. ved best by the relativist who, either 
t ologically flaccid or fearful of of- 

ling, moos such sweet nothings as,
•ie only thing that matters is that we 

a all sincere” or “I think there are 
r, ny roads but they all lead to the 
s. :>e place.’’ (Hearing the latter state- 
r nt always prompts the temptation to 

. r. pond with, "Oh? Where?") We will 
g. m respect sooner for a clear but tact- 
i. enunciation of our convictions than 
h a fuzziness that explains nothing and 
k- .ves both sides feeling more than a 
little guilty. Our strongest ground is a 
presentation of the claims of Christ and 
an account of what he has meant in 
our own lives?

Further, we need to clarify what it 
means to minister. Southern Baptists in 
particular, if they plan to serve inter­
nationals, may have to learn very quick­
ly that to minister is often to meet a 
man's most immediate need, whether or 
not it appears to have a religious di­
mension. If, in the case of foreign stu­
dents. that means English language class­
es. sewing circles, shopping seminars 
and babysitting service instead of Bible 
classes and conferences, then let us do 
these things in the name of the one who 
commended offering a cup of cold water 
in his name!" “Deeds, not words" is a 
venerable principle of Christian witness, 
though not an exclusive one, and it is 
readily adapted to an international stu­
dent ministry. In this connection, sheer 
friendship relations with American 
Christian students and families are of­
ten the most effective services that can 
be rendered.

Finally, it would seem that if Bap­
tists are to reach our international con­
stituency effectively, we must rid our­
selves of an albatross—the stigma of 
racism. A taint attaches to our denom­
ination at this point, and few of our 
chinches have more than a token num­
ber of non-WASP elements. It does not 
tak long for a good many international 
stu.i-nts to become suspicious of this

me, 
es .

the 
To 
she 
son 
lea:

whiteness,’’ unless courageous 
ures are taken to align our church- 
•h the movement for racial justice. 
•• sure, some internationals have 
>wn prejudices (I know a girl from 

who avoided Japanese because 
■as of Korean extraction); but 
ow, to our credit, they have 

to hope for better among those 
rofess the ideals of Christ.

tak. 
ther. 
than 
intei , 
learn
all!- K

-■ these vital steps have been 
Baptists soon will discover that 

is no more exciting adventure 
rejecting a Christian ministry to 
lional students, for there one 
afresh that “Christ is Lord of

ooo

Word.”
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THIS 20-YEAR
Rudin plan veteran 
never dreamed of 
such an income 
when he answered 
an ad like this. Think 
how glad he is now 
that he wrote us!

. . . fdr the last two months I averaged $537 
weekly . . . but more important, I found many 

wondQ/tul opportunities to bring spiritual 
blessing to others ... the answer to my 
prayers about financial needs and a 

chance to help others know of God’s

AND YOU 
TOO CAN EARN 
>10,000 A YEAR 
-PERHAPS MORE- 

FULL TIME

CHRISTIAN MEN AND WOMEN ARE NEEDED TODAY 
No special qualifications required. Hundreds of men 
and women of average ability—people just like you— 
know financial success and deep satisfaction by follow­
ing the simple John Rudin plan. Pastors, students, 
teachers, ordinary working people all over the U.S. and 
Canada add substantially to their income by investing 
only a few hours each week. Others devote full time— 
and reap greater rewards. Write now about profitable 
openings in your area;

orramumn 
unumiteo

C. E., Pennsylvania.
BE YOUR OWN BOSS

Work out of your own home, set 
your own hours, plan your work 
week around your own schedule 
at your convenience. Think of it! 
No investment oh your part 
whatsoever. Real opportunity for 
quick advancement to supervi­
sor or manager, with even great­
er income. Act now and get the 
details. Like C. E. above, you'll 
be glad you did!

OR ADD
>75 to >100 

PER WEEK TO 
YOUR INCOME

PART TIME

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS—NO DELAY 
NO INVESTMENT ON YOUR PART 
FILL IN THE COUPON AND MAIL NOW

I YES!

FREE i

JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, Dept. HM89
22 West Madison, Chicago, Illinois 60602

I want to know of all job openings for Christian men and women
md Canada.

I Rush my free copy of "Opportunity Unlimited," 
■ obligation. I understand no salesman will call.

, । NameThe John Rudin I
success story >n . 
a nutshell. This I 
booklet gives all i Addrass.

.Stati
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Missionary Appointees

26

1. Cass Vincent, a native of Minneapolis, Minn., is worki, ; 
with the Polish in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn. A form 
student missionary, he is a graduate of Simpson Bible College i 
San Francisco and Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semina; 
in Mill Valley. His birthday is Apr. 5.

2. Mrs. Margaret Vincent, a native of Manchester, England, 
is serving with her husband. Also a former student missionary, 
she is a graduate of Simpson Bible College and Golden Gate 
Seminary. Her birthday is Jan. 23.

3. Theophilus Patnaik, a native of Calcutta, India, is working 
with internationals in the San Jose, Calif, area under the di­
rection of the Department of Language Missions. A former 
student missionary in this field, he is a graduate of Williams 
Jennings Bryan College in Dayton, Tenn, and Golden Gate 
Seminary. His birthday is Feb. 25.

4. Mrs. Sonia Maria (Neves) Patnaik, of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, is serving with her husband. Educated in Rio de Janeiro 
elementaryfand secondary schools, she is studying music at 
Golden Gate Seminary. Her birthday is Dec. 9.

5. Williain Edward Arnold, a native of Louisville, Ky., is 
serving as director of the work with internationals in Baltimore, 
Md. under appointment of the Department of Language Mis­
sions. A former Kentucky pastor, he served for 11 years as 
Southern Baptist missionary to West Africa. He is a graduate of 
Georgetown (Ky.) Baptist College and Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville. His birthday is May 10.

6. Mrs. p. LaVeme Arnold, a native of Bowling Green, Ky., 
assists her husband in the work with internationals. Also a for­
mer Southern Baptist missionary to West Africa, she attended 
Georgetown College. Her birthday is Mar. 14.

7. Ronald Ewing Chandler, of Shreveport, La., is serving as 
superintendent of missions of the Mid-Valley Baptist Associ­
ation in Fresno, Calif, under the direction of the Departmen of 
Metropolitan Missions. A graduate of Hardin-Simmons I di­
versity (Baptist) in Abilene, Tex. and Southwestern Ba; list 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, he has been pastor of I 'ur 
Texas churches and one in California. His birthday is Apr. -8.

8. Mrs. Joyce Ann Chandler of Dallas, Tex. is assisting ter 
husband in the Mid-Valley Association. Also a graduate of I ar- 
din Simmons University, she has worked as a church secrecy 
and also with the Sunday School Board of the Texas Ba Hst 
convention. Her birthday is Apr. 26.

(Most of these missionaries are appointed jointly by the H IB 
and the state convention where they serve, and/or < '•er 
Baptist groups.)
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HPACEAGf EVANGELISM

Is this a new way of presenting the gospel? Not at all. 
It is as old as the gospel itself. In fact, it is the method 
Christ used: speaking to people in terms of their own 
experience. To the woman at the well, He said, "I am 
the water of life." To the hungry, Hp said. "I am the 
bread. . ." If he were here today, Christ would talk to 
people about space flight, atomic power, and the power 
of God to transform human life.

This is exactly what the SERMONS FROM SCIENCE film 
series does. They combine Christ’s message with 
Christ's method. These films are so interesting that 
even your non-Christian friends will appreciate them. 
Why not use this modern approach to witnessing soon? 
Don t forget that these films can be used in your home 
or at work, as well as with a church group.

For descriptions of other films in this series, see your 
Baptist Film Center Filmlog available from your nearest 
film center.

Use ,iis convenient order form to order these and 
othc ilms from your Baptist Film Center.

art/st^k
CENTER

Projectin f tAe Word of Prut A

OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA

i^MAM, ALABAMA JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 
i^sNO. CALIFORNIA KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 
SEVILLE. FLORIDA CHARLOTTE. NORTH CAROLINA 
ATLANTA. GEORGIA OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA

J|SVILLE. KENTUCKY ARLINGTON. TEXAS 
RICHMOND. VIRGINIA
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CITY OF THE BEES
Depicts the social order of the bee. based on scientific 
experiments. Bees are able to solve social problems 
because of a behavior pattern God has given them. 
Man has been given freedom of choice. He may either 
accept or reject God's plan, but only God knows the 
results of such a choice. Moody Films. Color 28 min.
Rental, $17.50
DUST OR DESTINY
A powerful film that creates a sense of awe and rever­
ence for the greatness of God’s world. Man is shown 
as the greatest wonder through demonstrations of the 
intricacies of the eyes, ears, and heart. Helps the viewer 
to realize that he is the object of God's eternal care.
Moody Films. Color, 28 min. Rental, $15.00
MYSTERY OF THREE CLOCKS
Presents a trio of time controls whereby man is able to 
awaken from sleep. Concludes that although man can 
make his own choices, he cannot control the results.
Moody Films. Color. 28 min. Rental, $15.00

Title Showing Date(s)
CITY OF THE BEES 

DUST OR DESTINY _______________
MYSTERY OF THREE CLOCKS ______  _ _

Alternate
Showing Date(s) Rentel 

$17.50 
$15.00 
$15.00

Send to:
Name . . __ - ________ .___________________________________________
Address-----  — ------------------------------------------------------------------------------
City State Zip______________

Bill to:
Name----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Address _ ----------------- -------------------------------------------------------- -------------------_
City______________________________ State_______________ Zip__________
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Select ECONO-ROBES for your Church

...andSAVE!

IV. E. Burke 
Retires

The Baptist Book Store is proud to present anotht 
first in choir apparel for its customers—the 
ECONO-ROBE. In the past, we have presented the 
Sing 'N Sew Robe at approximately one-half the cost 
of a custom-made robe. Now, through our new 
supplier, Oak Hall, you can have finished robes 
for just pennies more!

Each ECONO-ROBE is superbly tailored with 
twin-pleated front panels and a convenient front 
zipper. This robe affords ample fullness for ease in 
movement, comfort, and an attractive appearance.

The ECONO-ROBE is available in two styles— 
adults and children—and comes in your choice of 
Magna Faille or Aristocrepe—two quality materials 
that have been laboratory-tested for long wear, color 
fastness, drape, and easy care.

To complete your order, we need to know the name, 
height, weight, and chest or bust measurements for 
each individual for whom a robe is to be ordered. 
Eacn robe is individually boxed. Shipping weight, 
1 pound, 6 ounces. Please allow two weeks for 
shipment from receipt of order. (6-o)

FOR ADULTS
No. 255—Magna Faille
No. 244—Aristocrepe

Each. $9.25
Each, $9.25

FOR CHILDREN
No. 255—Magna Faille Each, $8.25
No. 244—Aristocrepe Each, $8.25
Colors Available:
No.^244—Aristocrepe: Bright Gold, Forest Green, 

Peacock, Royal Blue, Cran­
berry, White, and Black

No. 255—Magna Faille: Gold, Dark Green, Peacock 
Royal Blue. Scarlet, White 
and Black

Shipping charge! extra on all choir robea and accaasorles 
from Roanoke, Virginia.

See robe accessories illustrated in full color in the n 
1970 Baptist Book Store Catalog, page 206.

BAPTIST A BOOK STORE
Service with a Christian Distinction *

Coast to Coast

Home Mission Board directors recent- 

ly accepted the early retirement of a 
man who “brought to Southern Baptist 
leadership a unique understanding of 
Roman Catholicism."

Petitioning for early retirement was 
W. E. (Bill) Burke, a former Roman 
Catholic priest who for nine years has 
supervised Southern Baptists’ ministry 
to Catholics through the Department 
of Work with Nonevangelicals.

Burke, 65, would have retired at the 
end of this year. However, the death 
of his wife, Margaret, in March prompt­
ed him to return in June to Pennsyl­
vania, his homestate.

\ native of Olyphant, Pa., Burke is a 
graduate of St. Bonaventures College 
and Seminary in New York. Before 
c>' >ing with Southern7Baptists, he was 
di:,ctor of the Evangelical Information 
(. icr and coeditor of Convert maga- 
Zi . in Covington, Ky. In 1954 he was 
af iinted as a field worker for the 
H me Mission Board, and in 1961 he 
« named to direct Catholic work.

he last 15 years have been the 
n t enjoyable of the years of my life 

hurch work," Burke said. “I will 
hl ■ ing near relatives in Dickson City, 
*’ a predominately Catholic neigh- 
11 ’od and eventually will be in a 
P1' >n to witness to Roman Catholics.” 

his spiritual lifetime ‘Father’ 
” has seen major transitions in 
c n Catholicism and has been most 

a" to appreciate the new spirit be- 
C:‘ of his own experience in past 
>'c said J. R. Estes, head of non- 
ev. elical ministries. Estes said the 
dei tment plans to utilize Burke in 
sen iars and consultation. ■
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Chaplains 
Prayer 

Calendar
SEPT. 1: George F. Ricketts. Va. in­

stitutional. SEPT. 2: Kenneth G. Robert­
son, Ark.. Army; William L. Luce, Mo., 
Air Force. SEPT. 3: Charles T. Clanton. 
Ark., Army: Willis F. Young. Minn.. 
Army; Walter B. Clayton Jr., Ky., Navy; 
Thomas W. Murphy, Kan., Air Force. 
SEPT. 4: Edwin R. York, N.Y.. Army: 
Norvell E. Knight. Ga.. Navy. SEPT. 5: 
Robert D. Tatum, Tex., Navy; Robert L. 
Tilley, N.C., Navy; Samuel C. Gash, Ky., 
Army. SEPT. 6: Tallie Williams. Tex., 
hospital: Ottly Owens Jr.. S.C.. Air Force: 
Donald G. Burton, Tex., hospital.

SEPT. 7: Newton V. Cole. Miss.. Air 
Force. SEPT. 8: Ralph W. Delow, Ind.. 
Navy; Virgil Lee Kearney. Tenn., hos­
pital: J. Don Corley. Ark., hospital: Aus­
tin L. Ingram, Calif., institutional. SEPT. 
9: Ocie I. Courtney Jr., Tex., Army: John 
D. Quick. Fla.. Army: Ralph V. Samples. 
Tenn.. Navy; L. L. McGee. N.C., hos­
pital: J. Ernest Kelly. S.C.. hospital. 
SEPT 10: Robert B. Estes, Tex.. Army: 
Heyward P. Knight, S.C.. Army: Leo J. 
McDonald. Tex., Navy. SEPT. 11: Hugh 
D. Deloach. Ga., industrial; James C. 
Rittenhouse, Ga., Navy: Avery G. Tim­
mons. Tex., institutional: Seaburn S. Dan­
iel. Ala.. Navy.

SEPT 12: Henry E. Quates Jr.. Fla.. Air 
Force; Fred L. Bell, Tenn., hospital. 
SEPT. 13: Frank E. Deese. N.C., Army; 
Daniel K. Hall. N.C., Army; Marvin I.. 
Chamberlain. Mo., Andrew H. Johnson. 
Jr., 111..* Navy; Harold K. Hulsey. Ga.. 
Navy; Vernon L. Fash. S.C.. Air Force. 
SEP!'. 14: Jack F. Phillips. Tex.. Navy: 
H. Marlowe Link. Calif., hospital. SEPT. 
15: Jimmie D. Baggett. Tex., Air Force: 
Angus 0. Youngblood. La., Air Force: 
William B. Carnes, Wash., institutional: 
George S. Thompson. Tex., hospital.

SEPT. 16: Donald E. Fowler Jr., Minn.. 
Army: Leonard C. McGuire. Va.. Army; 
William N. Williams. Tex.. Air Force: 
William R. Watts. Mo., institutional. 
SEPT. 17: John T. McBride. N.C.. hospi­
tal. SEPT. 18: Eugene E. Allen. Fla.. 
Army: Joseph W. Bomar. Mo.. Air Force: 
James R. Taylor, Misst Air Force: Rich­
ard K. Young.' N.C..I hospital: Richard 
Earl Martindale. Tex.. Navy. SEPT 19: 
William T. Bassett. Okla., hospital: Harry 
T. Wright. Tenn., hospital. SEPT. 20: 
Robert G. Kock. NebVaska. Navy; Francis 
T. Alewine. S.C.. Air Force: George 
Turberville. S.C.. hospital. SEPT. 21: 
Ersmond Swaffar, Mo.. Air Force: Rod­
ney C. Wurst. Ga.. Air Force. SEPT. 22: 
Don E. Cureton. Tex., hospital: Guy M. 
Leonard Jr.. W. Va.. Navy: Henry C. 
Kimbrell. Ala., institutional. SEPT. 23: 
Stanley O. Miller. La.. Armv: Donald K. 
Duncan. Kv.. hospital, SEPT. 24: Harold 
W. Garrett. Okla.. Navy: SEPT. 25: 
Charles C. Porter. Ga.. Air Force. SEPT. 
26: Billv D. Ingram. Tex.. Armv.

SEPT. 27: Jerry L. Martin, 111., Army: 
Hollis H. Bond. Tex.. Naw: C. Rov 
Woodruff. Ala., hospital: Thermon E. 
Moore. Ga.. Air Force: Otis B. Tester­
man, Ariz.. hospital. SEPT. 29; James D. 
Tohnson. N.C.. Army: Malcom W. 
Rogers. Ky.. Armv: James O. Beaslev. 
Miss.. Navy. SEPT. 30: Rhodes W. Har­
ner, Mo.. Naw: Michael V. Summers, 
Teij.. Naw: Stanley Ellison White, Tex., 
Air Force. ■

saint i d.

NEW BOOK 
J. D. GREY
Pastor For Over 30 Years, 

hrst Baptist Church,
New Orleans 

And Lively "Saint” To 
His Whole Community

GREAT READING!

By James F. Cole
Editor, Baptist Message

And Robert L. Lee 1
Executive Secretary. ' 

Louisiana Baptist Convention

$3.95 at your Baptist Bookstore

Published By

WORD BOOKS

6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

FOR
OFFERING CIRCULAR

Tear out and mail to 
Bill Landers, ADM. 

Colorado Baptist General 
Convention

P. O. Box 22005 
Denver, Colorado 80222

Name . .

Address ...............................................
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Resort Missons:
Fishing on Sunday
by C. Michael Watts 

Albany, Ry. V

It’s not often that a Baptist minister 
gets to take off on Sunday morning to 
go down to the lake, but to this South­
ern Baptist pastor it has been a fre­
quent experience this summer. For 
the membership of the First Baptist 
Church of Albany, Ky., it is a mission 
venture.

Albany is situated between two re­
creational lakes: Lake Cumberland in 
Kentucky and Dale Hollow in Tennes­
see. These lakes combined drew over 
four million visitors in 1968. Merchants 
and businessmen in the area are aware 
of the effect of these guests on the 
economy, so that many “shift gears” 
in summer to be ever accommodating.

Albany First church began as the 
-"result of a doctrinal difference with the 

Stocton Valley Association. The asso­
ciation did not believe in missions. 
Several of the members felt that this 
viewpoint was inconsistent with Scrip­
ture so in 1836 they joined into like 
fellowship and organized the Mission­
ary Baptist Church of Albany. This 
membership was composed of 13 whites 
and one Negro, all in full fellowship. 
In the past several years the church has 
sponsored two missions, now churches.

With this traditional kindred spirit 
to guide them, the church began to 
plan in February how they might reach 
out with the gospel to the tourists and 
guests who came in the summer. The 
pastor and deacons began to formulate 
plans for outreach. First of all, a place 
was needed. The area has three boat 
docks within six miles of town. Jimmy 
Adams, owner (jointly with the Corps 
of Engineers) and'operator of a boat 
dock and camper area on Dale Hollow 
Lake, donated his dock for the missions 
idea. Eighty permanent trailers, 100 
camping sites, a restaurant, a motel, 
boat dock, an’d other facilities permit 
more than 600 people to enjoy Dale 
Hollow on any given weekend.

The next concern was should we 
have a regular service or a portion of 
a service. Should we have a Baptist- 
only emphasis or an interdenomination­

al approach? It was felt that there 
would be many who would be un­
churched so there would be an evan­
gelistic approach. We wound up setting 
a complete service with an interde­
nominational outreach.

The time of the services was dis­
cussed. It was felt that the services 
should not conflict with regular services 
on Sunday. Saturday was ruled out. 
Because folks in the out-of-doors rise 
earlier than usual it was decided to set 
the time at 7:30 A.M. each Sunday. 
One man said, “This will be our early 
mass.”

Obe of the last detail^ was the loca­
tion of the services. We found a spot 
right in the middle of the camp. Three 
large pipes that had been dumped there 
earlier became the back row of the 
chapel.

Memorial Day weekend was the 
target date. The ministry would last 
through Labor Day weekend, 14 weeks 
in all. In the fall the work would be 
evaluated and future plans made.

Our church geared for the effort and 
readied itself for the first attempt. 
Brochures picturing the- church build­
ing and telling of our activities were 
left at motels, businesses and boat 
docks. The members also gave them 
out to friends, relatives and neighbors. 
The response was tremendous. In two 
weeks the first thousand ordered were 
gone. More were ordered. RA boys 
took leaflets to the lake each Saturday 
to inform the people of the coming 
services. A sign was posted to desig­
nate the chapel area. We were ready 
but we still wondered if it would really 
work.

D-day or doubt removal day came. 
We were there at 7 A.M. on June 1, 
setting up a record player to play 
hymns preceding the service. At 7:30 
several people came. Within 10 min­
utes 24 had come and we were in the 
midst of a moving worship service. 
Since then we've never doubted the 
step we took. On July 4 a high hour

was reached with 78 people present, 
over 30 of them young people.

One of the greatest results of this 
mission has been the renewed faith of 
our men. Each service is cosponsored 
by a deacon and another layman. The 
pastor preaches but these men are in­
volved in prayer, distribution of mate­
rial, singing, testimonies and other 
services. They are in training and have 
loved it. Already several are able to 
conduct services on their own. And if 
we feel led to expand next year we 
will be able to send several teams out 
to tell the good news. Through faith 
we have gone fishing on Sunday. ■

DOLL BED

ADULT 
COAT RACK

PAINTING EASEL

Mrs. McCullough, 
Wife of Personnel 
Secretary, Dies

Mrs. Glendon McCullough, wife of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board’s secretary of missionary person­
nel, died of cancer in Atlanta on July 
13.

Mrs. McCullough, the former Miss 
Ernestine Kesler, is survived by her 
husband and four children: Kathy. 12; 
Kenneth, 10; Elizabeth, 7; and Dtbbie, 
6.

Reflecting the family's commi ■•nent 
to missions, Mrs. McCullough s' ortty 
before her death requested that i lieu 
of flowers, friends donate the moi :y to 
Mission 70, the world missions outh 
conference scheduled in Atlant., next 
December.

Before she married, Mrs. Cui- 
lough worked as a secretary f< the 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta, ater, 
after attending Southern Baptist heo- 
logical Seminary in LouiswjU she 
worked for a year as assistant oung 
people’s secretary for the Georgi Bap­
tist invention, where at the tint* 
McCullough was Royal Ambas dors 
secretary.

Funeral services and burial v .re in 
Atlanta on July 15. ■
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PUZZLE RACK

RECORD CABINET

PICTURE FILE DESK

PICTURE RAIL

WALL SUPPLY CABINET

PAINTRACK
CABINET SINK
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Baptist Book Store
for Nursery, Beginner, and Primary Departments in your Church

EducATiONAl Furniture
'I. for efficiency and durability, this furniture is made of a 

■ '*■ manufacturing marvel—particle board with teakwood 
yl overlay.
Jted to have a long-wearing surface—highly resistant to 
owing, fading, dents and scratches. Unaffected by boiling 
er or steam, the surface withstands temperatures up Io

• It is attractive and easy Io maintain—the color and finish 
it lipstick, shoe polish, grease, ink. or paint.
I CAN ORDER THIS FURNITURE ASSEMBLED

UNASSEMBLED
-luse of extra shipping costs on assembled furniture, we 
- redesigned most of the pieces of furniture to be shipped 
ssembled. This does not mean that you are getting less 
lity in the furniture, but it does mean that shipping costs 
be reduced. Our engineers have designed this furniture so 
it can be assembled quickly—all that is required is a 

wdriver and a pair of pliers. Once it is assembled, it is
1 - as durable as the factory-assembled furniture.

in addition to saving on shipping charges, there is a considera­
ble savings on the price of the unassembled furniture. We think 
you will like the new idea in the unassembled furniture. We 
will also continue to offer all of the furniture factory-assembled 
Note code for price: U preceding order number is Unassembled 

price
A preceding order number is assembled 
price

See this beautiful educational furniture illustrated and described 
on pages 170-173 of the new 1970 Baptist Book Store Catalog. 
(Not all pieces are illustrated on this page.) Or. see samples 
on display at your local Baptist Book Store.
Shipping charges extra from Nashville. Tennessee. Please allow
30 days for delivery. All orders should be mailed to:

BAPTIST BOOK STORE EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE
801 Filth Avenue, South
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
Phone: (615) 255-8408
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Need is not a neat list anymore. 
It never was, really.
But now. at least, we know it.

And the shape of our commitment 
can be no limp reminder 
of the agonies that shape our world. 
No lofty fortress on a hill, 
branch office in the bush, 
rescue mission near the dump, 
or Christmas baskets for a faceless 
caste, and all the decent, easy ways 
of making peace with an unkind.

The World of 1970 
needs your disgust with cheap redemp 
tion. It groans for you, or someone, 
knowingly to take the risk 
and find a foothold in the crowded need 
and be what you would ask 
the church to be.
Will you take His love this seriously? 
Maybe if you don't, 
nobody will.

That’s what Mission 70 
is all about.
You.
And what you're going to do about it.


