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Where Are The Pastors?

1 have just read-'with interest "Where Have 
All the Paslors/Gonc?" by Dallas M. Lee. 
Having to question seriously my own stay in 
the pastorate, itlwas a timely article.

I realize the theme of the article was directed 
to the shortage of rural pastors but the short­
age of rural pastorsis-both rural and urban.

Whereas I agree with your reasons for the 
shortage 1 would add my own thought. I find 
the real problem to be in the fact that the 
church wants a “Man of God" whom they can 
put into their mold. The people do not want a 
leader, but someone who will drift along with 
their own personal likes and dislikes.

I guess my greatest disappointment with 
being a pastor is that I spent eight years pre­
paring myself to lead people who do not want 
to be led.

If churches want to see the shortage of 
pastbrs cease then let the members show a 
little more dedication and commitment to the 
task that God through Jesus Christ has given 
them.

Harvey W. Skinner 
Rockville. Va.

• I am hurling real good! 1 have no bitter­
ness or rancor at this point, but I am writing 
from the midst of a not uncommon dilemma 
for pastors. 1 am one of those increasing num­
bers of pastors without a church, looking for •

have been a pastor in Southern Baptist 
churches since my graduation from a Southern 
Baptist Seminary nearly fifteen years ago. 
During that time I have been pastor of a 
medium-sized rural church, associate pastor at 
a large, historic downtown church and pastor 
of a rapidly growing suburban church. Those 
associated with me in each situation as parish­
ioners, fellow-pastors, denominational per­
sonnel, and community leaders have rated my 
ministry in each as very significant. I was loved 
and am fondly remembered in each pastorate, 
and in each place my ministry was spiritually 
productive, numerically successful, and per­
sonally fulfilling.

After almost fifteen years in the pastorate I 
felt the need for further education, some new 
perspectives, and professional training, thus I 
resigned my last pastorale and returned to 
seminary for a graduate degree. I have just 
completed my degree program while serving as 
interim pastor of a small inner-city church. 
Now, I am out of a job!

If you ask all those who are aware of my 
situation, they will say that the cause is neither 
pathological nor theological, but essentially 
clerical or administrative, a matter of our 
peculiar non-system of Baptist policy. During 
the past months I have been corresponding 
with state executives, pastors and friends. 
Each has not only offered to help but has done 
so within the implicit limitations of his posi­
tion.

My dilemma, bejpg fairly typical, suggests 
these question to me: Do these "change 
agents" know me adequately? Do they know 
the churches? Do the churches recognize their 
needs? Do pulpit committees really understand 
their job? Do I give a valid caricature of my 
ministry? Do our contacts provide’the best 
context and criteria for mutual evaluation?

There is not time or space here to argue the 
tensions within our convention regarding local
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church autonomy, or to analyze the developing 
forms of the church, or to reaffirm our de­
pendence upon the Holy Spirit; there is how­
ever, an urgent demand that Baptists begin to 
discuss openly and extensively the real prob­
lems of our polity with regard to the "calling" 
and "releasing" of pastors, so that we may 
arrive al some resolution of the increasing 
crises eventually touching us all.

My wife and I have been considering the 
options for our ministry, our response to God’s 
calling beyond the pastorale. So many of our 
friends have already found deep fulfillment in 
the seculas. world. Still our hope in the in­
stitutional church amid patterns of fresh 
revelation and creative renewal is strong, and 
we yet feel led to serve amid the parish ... if 
we may!

Name Withheld on Request

• There was one area you did not mention 
in your recent articles about the reason for 
the pastor shortage. I do not have statistics 
from past years on the percentage of Baptist 
students attending non-Baptisl schools, but 
1 do know it has been steadily increasing to the 
point that now over 90 per cent go to a non­
Baptist college or university. Our Southern 
Baptist Convention and the various stale con- 
ventioiuhave done very little to provide for an 
expanded ministry to the increqing numbers 
of students on state college and university 
campuses. Il seems reasonable to me that when 
Christian students are not confronted with the 
challenge and the opportunity in a church- 
related vocation, they cannot respond to it.

When Southern Baptists wake up, and realize 
where the vast majority of our Baptist students 
are, and begin providing enough financial sup­
port for the BSU minslry. 1 have a feeling we 
will see more of our students from these state 
colleges responding to the challenge of life- 
commitment in a Christian vocation.

It would be interesting to know what per­
centage of the students at our Baptist colleges 
are preparing for a ministerial vocation.

Charles Loll 
CookesvHle, Tenn.

• I have read with a great deal of apprecia­
tion the article written last month in the 
HOME MISSIONS magazine entitled 
"Where Have All The Pastors Gone?"

May I say with all the reverence of my 
heart that there are many pastors and 
preachers like myself who are still around and 
waiting the call of a church to be their pastor. 
Plenty of preachers around, well educated, 
well experienced but displaced, like myself 
after 26 years of pastoring Baptist churches, 
because the rug has been jerked from under 
them and left them without a church. I began 
preaching at 14 years of age and pastored full 
time churches in Oklahoma all through my 
college days and up until a year ago. I am 
dedicated now to evangelistic work, however. 
I would like to pastor again. Since I have no 
means of real support I have a private business. 
I am a member of the First Baptist church of 
Sapulpa. Okla., where Harold Bryant is the 
beloved pastor. Many men like mysell have 
tried desperately to get beyond a pulpit com­
mittee to the church. 1 am sad to say that 
pulpit committees, in some instances, arc not 
seemingly interested in getting God’s man be­
fore the church. They have a group of guide­
lines layed out or they had already previously 

picked someone they had in a revival pre­
viously they liked. I do not mean to be critical, 
harsh, or hard about the matter. The thing I 
am seeking to say is that there is nothing 
wrong with many preachers wilo are veterans 
of the pastorate. I am 49 years old. I have 
never lost my dedication nor enthusiasm. 
Some people ask me "why don’t you have a 
full lime church preaching the way you can?" 
It is hard for me tfnd a bit embarrassing for me 
to say. but the reason I am out after 26 years of 
good service is because of a small group in a 
church who without good cause and perhaps 
a little jealousy set themselves against me. I 
have pastored some of the best churches in' 
Oklahoma. Dr. T. B. Lackey, our executive 
secretary and treasurer knows my work. No. 
the pastors are not gone. Some are just wailing 
for a church who is willing to follow the leader­
ship of God to contact them and ask them for 
a trial sermon. I may never have another full 
lime church because I al present am a dis­
placed preacher and the churches seemingly 
look to those already placed. But thank God 
I know 1 am a God-called preacher. I shall 
always be around wailing in the wings for some 
church to look from the placed io the dis­
placed. If.this never happens [shall be around 
preaching somewhere until Jesus calls me 
home.

Cecil E. Henson 
Sapulpa. Okla.

• Thank you for the September issue calling 
to the forefront our denomination's shortage 
of pastors. 1 hope we will not allow this to be­
come a critical problem in future days.

Whatever the reason for one not clearly 
understanding his calling or role, it is im­
perative that Southern Baptists have a means 
to aid one in discerning the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in relation to vocation. Many pastoral 
students and pastors are leaving the church 
because they are troubled and bewildered 
about their roles in church occupations. Con 
sequently. I and others who work with me on 
the Program of Vocational Guidance at th< 
Baptist Sunday School Board have been 
interested in whal others are doing to solve 
such problems.

Many have serious interests in the approa. n 
taken by the newly organized Career Deveh 
ment Council, an independent and nonpro . 
organization. The direct purpose of this court. I 
is to provide professional ministers with i 
counseling and self-assessment program. Wiir- 
in this program, regional centers are organic d 
and financed by cooperating denominate •• 
These regional centers accept troubled fit 
isters for counseling and self-assessment. • e 
program is usually based on about a three-o. y 
period and concentrates on helping the n i- 
isler to discern the leading of the Spirit. 
local center may recommend such possibil: ■» 
as a different church vocation, a different p- 
proach to the same vocation, a contm ng 
education program to enhance the sanK »■ 
cation, or in rare cases it may help a peW 
realize he is just not called to, or cut out I a 
church vocation.

Southern Baptists have seminary placei ni 
services, Tontinuing education progri. js. 
counseling services, etc., but nothing sin •* 
to such a coherent approach to helping ne 
troubled minister as the above.

The Holy Spirit works through hu' an 
beings and their institutions. Could the ah 
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be a means to help prevent a critical shortage 
of pastors in the coming days, or are we to find 
other means9

Lyle R. Smith.
Nashville. Tenn.

• In your September editorial you slate that 
the average church has less than 200 members 

.uid a Sunday School attendance of 60."
According to the Quarterly Review (July- 

September 1969) the average Southern Bap- 
ust church has 330 members. The average 
Sunday School enrolment is 220. or 66 percent 
of the membership. When we consider that our 
Sunday School attendance is 50 to 60 percent 
of the enrolment, it is evident that the average 
Sunday School in the average Southern Baptist 
church is 110 to 132 per Sunday.

However, 22,656 of these churches are 
"small, having less than 300 members. These 
small churches have an average membership 
of 149, with an average Sunday School en­
rolment of 99. This means that the average 
Sunday School attendance in 66.8 percent of 
Southern Baptist churches is from 50 to 60 
per Sunday.

Roy Owen, 
Atlanta. Ga.

Holy War?
It seems that Mr. Miller has been pounced 

upon with all the viciousness and wrath at the 
command of those persons in your August 
edition. God help us if we must all believe the 
same things iff the same ways.

Many ill-applied statements are found in the 
three letters printed. The one that projects it­
self more than any other is the argument 
against conscientious objectorship, for war. 
using the Old Testament as a proof-text.

Anyone who has intelligently studied the 
Bible, knows how God has progressively re­
vealed himself through the years in which the 
Old Testament was written and final con­
summation. ultimate revelation came by way 
ol Christ, the greatest commandment being 
Love God with all your being and your neigh­
bor as yourself. Agreed, this is an ideal but so 
is Christianity an ideal religion, attainable by 
nvin through Christ. Nowhere does Jesus con- 

nc or commend physical violence to anyone, 
ju t the opposite is the case.

I we think that because America is a Chris­
ti- i country (and brother that is debatable) 
e' rything we do is holy war. fighting for God, 
la e a good look at the Holy Crusades where­
in many countless people were killed for no 
g> d reason. We cannot presume or assume 
Ch. we are in Viet Nam to stop communism. 
Tl • is also debatable.

Ir. Miller, I fee), has received unjust criti- 
os । even by his fellow Baptists who are such 
be .use of their basic beliefs, one of which has 
ai bial relationship to war. We are Baptists 
be use we can unite under our Lord and have 
dil rent perspectives. The old saying. "Bap- 
bsi are such because they agree to disagree" 
15 erlainly true. Perhaps some have dis- 
ug1 eded to disagree.

1 am not a conscientious objector. I have 
“r -d in the Armed forces of the United 
Su es. I would also do much in order for Mr. 
Mi er to hqye the freedom to disagree in 
Ch stian love, which is creative not destruc­
tive

Also, your entire article on "Where Have 
All The Pastors Gone?" was excellent. Thank 
you for it. Needless to say. many of the lay 
people of our churches will not gel to read it 
due to their limited access to your publication. 
All laymen every where.should be exposed to

Gleaton F. Rickenbaker 
Waldorf, Md.

• I was saddened by the general level of 
unawareness concerning the Christian stance 
on war which was manifested in the letters 
responding to Fred Miller’s article, "Why I 
am a Conscientious Objector."

Historically Christianity has fluctuated be­
tween three positions: pacifism (Jesus al his 
arrest in Gethsemane, and the early Christians 
who allowed themselves to be presecuted and 
even killed), the just war (espoused by Augus­
tine. and generally held to be the position of 
the Christians of the United States who fought 
against Hitler in World War II). and holy war 
(as manifested in the crusades of the middle 
ages). All three positions have been supported 
from Scripture depending upon which 
exegete one talks to. and which part of the 
Scripture one cites. Any of the stances leaves 
many crucial questions unsolved. -

I feel that it is unfortunate that some of the 
readers of HOME MISSIONS have called the 
Christian character of Brother Miller into 
question (the letters of R. S. Whilehead and 
Edward D. Baker"). When the teachings of the 
faith are so unclear and the issues involve such 
varioth shades of gray, how can one do other 
than praise God for the soul searching honesty 
and genuine torment manifested in the de­
cision of Brother Miller? At least he has the 
humility to admit that he doesn’t have all the 
answers.

John Brubaker 
Chicago. III.

• Each issue of your magazine brings mixed 
reactions in me. Your editorials and articles 
are making honest attempts at facing the real 
problems confronting our society. However, 
the letters section of your magazine almost al­
ways disturbs me. I (particularly found this 
true of the letters in) the August issue con­
cerning Fred Miller's article on conscientious 
objection. I hate to repeat worn-out cliches of 
today's youth, but the letters showed such 
blatant hypocrisy. These are the good people 
who preached, taught in Sunday School 
classes, and said over the kitchen table to their 
young people that one is to obey God as he 
feels led by his conscience rather than obey 
the dictates of man. And yet. when men such 
as Fred Miller do obey their consciences, they 
are condemned from all sides. Perhaps it 
would be more honest to say that one is to obey 
the conscience of the majority; for if one’s con­
science is in opposition to that of the majority 

as in the case of a conscientious objector 
then he is judged wrong. Apparently the 
"majority rules" principle from our American 
political system is also supposed to be ap­
plicable in determining the validity of the in­
dividual conscience; how the majority of 
people feel led by God is how the individual 
must feel led.

Thank you for the article by Fred Miller. 
It is another example of your excellent Chris­
tian journalism.

Derry Seaton
Ada. Okla.
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LETTERS continued

Heads in the Sand
... I am aopdlTe3>t the number of ostrich- 

people with/their heads in yesterday’s sand 
who call th/mselves Baptists.

The words, "gospel, saved, grace and faith" 
are just words until they are given meaning by 
the people\who use them. What is personal 
redemption when my brother is hungry? Christ 
did not give us“a negative religion—The Ten 
Commandments are in the Old Testament. He 
did not cast them out but He did give us the 
two greatest neither is a “Thou Shalt Not" 
—we are not getting strangers in our bedroom 
of religion, but our religion will become a 
stranger to the peoples of this world if we don’t 
stop worshiping yesterday and start looking 
toward tomorrow.

Righteous talk is commendable, but it will 
never act as a cornerstone. Your letters of dis­
sent are good . . . this is the better way. We 

, need it for progress.
I am a Baptist, mother of three children . . 

We need your publication. No one needs to 
agree with everything they read. This is a 
human frailty. We allow words to be put in our 
mouths so often. I should think you would 
consider it a compliment that someone dis­
agrees with your articles. To have everyone 
agree would mean you were not accomplishing 
anything.

Best wishes to you. There is nothing so 
certain in the world as change. People who 

cause it are usually martyrs at the moment 
and heroes afterward.

Mrs. Naomi Holt Barnard 
Augusta. Ga.

attention because of default of more responsi­
ble spokesmen for superlative leaching. I join 
with those faithful who do speak and write, 
and also write for those who are likely pre­
occupied in Kingdom service. These "silent" 
witnesses are often practicing many of the 
truths others claim are irrelevant. Some few 
do strike a balance between the sacred and the 
secular world.

John Nichol ably presents a theological 
treatise on this balance in his article ‘‘Jesus, 
the Secular Pietist" (June, 1969). Such ex­
position strips away much of the ground of ex­
cusable confusion. In spite of the radical 
theologian and the clamorous, critical society, 
journalists with spiritual balance supply us 
with a sane product.

Keep up the good work of presenting quality 
articles on similarly weighty issues.

Donald O. Cassidy 
Premium. Ky.

• . . . While baby-sitting for my pastor’s 
family. I met your magazine for the first time. 
1 was enlightened so much by reading the 
many articles printed. Realizing how much 
I've missed all these years, I now wish to be a 
regular subscriber. Thank you for the splendid 
work you are doing!

l Buford Hicks

Vindictiveness vs. Lpve?

in and through his Son (Hebrews 1:1-2). The 
earlier revelation was a preparation for the 
final revelation.

When we understand the progressiveness 
of the biblical revelation, a number of problems 
are automatically solved. For example, we car 
then appreciate why the morality of much o! 
the Old Testament is sub-Christian. In thos< 
early days, men had not yet reached the poin- 
where they had the capacity to receive or prac 
tice full Christian morality or to understanc 
the meaning of a God of infinite love. For 
example, Moses’, teaching about an eye for 
an eye was quite an advance over the pagan 
morality of Israel’s neighbors, but it was-alsc 
far from Jesus’ telling his disciples when smitten 
on one cheek to turn the other, or Paul writ­
ing to the Romans. "Overcome evil with good.’ 
In Moses’ day, God's people were in the earls 
stages of their spiritual training.

As we think of progressive revelation, we 
must remember that the Bible presents thi> 
same God from beginning to end. Some people 
have imagined that the God of the Old Testa 
menl was essentially different from the God 
of the New, but such is not the case. There is 
one God from Genesis to Revelation, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Men ex­
perience him under various aspects, but he is 
not a God of stern justice in the Old Testament 
and a God of gracious love in the New; he is 
the God of justice and mercy in both Testa­
ments. The difference is in the stage of his un­
folding of himself at a given point. There is 
but one God. In the Old Testament we see 
faint but increasingly bright glimmerings of his 
love, but in the New Testament we see the full­
ness of his character in his perfect Son Jesus 
Christ.

EDITORIAL REPORT

Much 
is given

Muth is 
required

Transfer of Ethics

The HOME MISSIONS magazine is a fine, 
relevant, easily read magazine. Thank you.

As an active member of the League of 
Women Voters, I have longed for a correlation 
between my church and the "world outside" 
. . . that is where we have kept the world and 
its problems, outside the church!

However, I believe that you are seeking 
recognition of the responsibility of the church 
to minister in the world. You are confronting 
us with the issues of the day. Now it is our job 
to face them as disciples of Christ.

It is my belief that if we "’practice what we 
preach” we will see Christians actively involved 
in alleviating hunger, disease, and discrimina­
tion in our state, instead of throwing up road­
blocks to progress.

We need for you to continue to point out 
the issues. Our altitudes and actions witness 
that many sincere Christians fail to make the 
transfer of the Christian ethic to their com­
munity and individual actions...

Mrs. S. L. Bumgardner 
Columbia. S. C.

... 1 do hold reservations to a Tew of the 
articles which appear in HOME MISSIONS 
magazine from time to time. But I presume 
that in the interest of objective reporting, you 
[■resent the different views to social and re- 
igious issues side by side.

Lest some "way out" views get preponderant

Editor's note: The following letter was written 
to Mrs. Wayne Johnson of Hawthorne, Calif, 
and sent to the editor to be forwarded. It is in 
response to her penetrating letter in the Octo­
ber issue entitled “A vindictive God."

I have read with deep interest your letter 
printed in the October issue of Home Missions 
magazine. Your dilemma concerning the 
nature of God and the seemingly conflicting 
accounts of God's character in the Bible is 
very understandable. Reading your letter made 
me want to offer some suggestions that may 
be helpful. 1 trust you will not take it amiss that 
I am doing so.

I believe the clue to the problem lies in the 
fact that the Bible is a "progressive revela­
tion." That is, in revealing himself to man, 
God had to work by stages. He did not reveal 
everything about himself at once, because men 
were not yet ready for his full revelation in the 
early stages of their spiritual development. 
The principle is illustrated in Jesus’ statement 
to his disciples, “I have yet many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now" (John 
16:12). Men were ignorant, stubborn, and 
selfish as he sought to make himself known 
to them. Thus, he had to reveal himself grad­
ually, not because of his nature, but because 
of their nature.

This gradualness of divine revelation means 
that the New Testament stands on higher 
moral and spiritual ground than the Old Testa­
ment. This does not mean that the Old Testa­
ment revelation is untrue or unimportant. The 
difference is the difference between the faint 
glimmerings of the dawn and the full blaze of 
the noonday sun. The climax of God!s revela­
tion came in Jesus Christ. As the writer of 
Hebrews informs us, God had been speaking 
to men in a variety of ways and through a 
number of persons, but at least he spoke to them

Howard P. Colson, 
Nashville. Tenn.

Objective Integration?
As I read the Bible I find that the last words 

of our Saviour to the churches and to all of 
our Mission work is to go into all of the world 
and witness, win, teach and train those who 
accept christ as Saviour and Lord of their 
lives. But it seems to me as I read the H me 
Mission Magazine that its objective has turned 
away from the teachings of Christ in the great 
commission. The magazine seems to be dedi­
cated to one objective now and that is ' >tal 
social integration of all races. The maga ;nes 
seem to condone and even to support the aw- 
lessness, the rioting, burning of other pei pies 
property in the name of civil rights. Just ■ hen 
did it become Christian for any group i do 
these things in the name of justice. Why ■ >n t 
the Negro leaders and your magazine > eak 
out against such unchristian acts of viol 'ice 
I feel that "All" must try to act as Chris.tans 
and not just one side.

I pray that you may get back the tain 
task of trying to reach the lost forthrist rot 
it is on this basis that we have the prom e ol- 
our Lord that he will be with us to the e d ol 
the <^es. Christians can and will find con mon 
grounds where they can work together f< the 
glory of God. But I emphasize again that 
"ALL" must act as Christians.

A. J. Wolfe
Bishopville, S. C.

U. S. Congress
on

Evangelism 
Holds 

Historic Promise

by Walker L. Knight

A significant shift within evangelical 
Christianity surfaced with surprising 
force at the U. S. Congress on Evan- / 
gelism in Minneapolis.

The Congress, though true to its 
name, broadened its scope of evan-, 
gelical concern to include the Vietnam 
War, the racial crisis, and other rev­
olutions facing modern man.

The shift came in the public recogni­
tion that conversion is only the be­
ginning, and as Evangelist Leighton 
Ford said, "Christians have some­
times said too blithely, ‘The best way 
to change the world is to get men 
converted.' That statement has an 
important kernel of truth, but it can 
be misleading."

“Let’s beware of saying that the 
preaching of the gospel will solve all 
of society’s ills. There is no biblical 
word for believing that, and we know 
there are ‘Bible belts’ where the gospel 
is preached and people are converged, 
but there are built-in structures and 
attitudes of prejudice that change 
very slowly." (See separate article, 
page 10).

Evangelists of numerous conserva­
tive denominations and independent
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groups have been quick to point to the 
social concerns of the well-known 
evangelists of the past, but they have 
been slow to throw the weight of their 
conferences or revival meetings into 
the fight for righting social wrongs in 
today’s society. The U. S. Congress 
on Evangelism appeared willing to 
cast its vote with those wanting 
change.

At least the words were said at the 
U. S. Congress on Evangelism; 
whether the deeds follow remains to 
be seen.

A strong link was established by 
congress with the black man’s struggle 
for equality through such speakers as 
Harlem Evangelist Tom Skinner and 
Southern Christian Leadership Con­
ference President Ralph Abernathy.

In addition a black caucus of some 
500 delegates asked that churches 
confess in word and action the “sins” 
committed against black people, and 
they listed sifch specific ways for 
action as education, employment in 
denominational agencies, and staying 
in changing communities.

Tom Skinner blamed conservatives 
for much of the liberal Christian 
leadership among Negroes, "because 
the conservative schools were closed

6

Evangelist Tom Skinner . . .

to the black Christians, they went to, 
the more theologically liberal schools.” 

Another surprising emphasis of the 
congress was that between evangelism 
and world peace, as Senator Mark O. 
Hatfield of Oregon brought a major 
address. “It is hypocritical, for a 
Christian to claim he ha* the peace of 
God in his heart if he remains ob­
livious to the violence and destruction 
in the world.” (See page 14)

Delegates strongly applauded the 
public appeal of Editor Harold Lind- 
sell of Christianity Today that Presi­
dent Nixon call for a special national 
day of prayer for an end to the war in 
Vietnam. “We’ve tried everything 
else, why not try prayer?”

No matter what preconceptions one 
brought to the congress, he received 
some surprises. One black Lutheran, 
Nelson Trout, said, “Many of us 
came with tongue-in-cheek, but we 
have sensed a rebirth of the church 
addressing itself to the world. The 
congress has shown an awareness that 
the world sets the agenda.”

Skinner called the congress the most 
historic church congress ever to meet 
in our country. "If we leave here with 
our heads screwed on, we can make an 
impact on this country.”

The congress does hold that kind of 
a promise, for if evangelical Christian­
ity is willing to tackle the ingrained 
prejudice and social problems within 
society with the same driving force 
heretofore reserved only for evan­
gelism, the nation will know it.

It was not that those present had not 
heard all that was said before, but 
they had not heard it in this context, 
within the framework of evangelism. 
Previously, they could reject such 
ideas with the comment that they 
came from the radical or the liberal 
wing of Christianity or their denomi­
nation. Here they heard it, as it were, 
from themselves.

In his opening remarks as honor iry 
chairman and presiding offi> if. 
Evangelist Billy Graham indict- ed 
that the purpose of the congress as 
to create a new spirit, not necessa ily 
to define evangelism, and to enlist he 
Christians of the nation in^c ive 
evangelism.

For a Southern Baptist at the i re­
ference—and there were nearly '00 
present; the meeting could be de­
scribed as a combination of the est 
from a well-planned state evangel sm 
conference and a hard-hit ing 
Christian Life Commission semi ar.
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even the ultimate sacrifice . . .

And this indicates the uniqueness of 
the congress—who would have 
thought of combining the two?

While no attempt was made to de­
fine evangelism, allowing speakers 
and conference leaders to present 
their interpretation, there were at­
tempts to both narrow and to broaden 
the concept. No doubt most of the 
4,600 participants from the 95 de­
nominations present would have de­
fined evangelism in Graham terms. 
B-rt Graham wanted delegates to 
ct.ich a new spirit, as he called for “a 
nt ,v puritanism, a new discipline at 
th : center of our lives.” However, he 
di I not explain this statement.

\eynote speaker and chairman of 
th congress, Oswald C. J. Hoffmann, 
m ed Lutheran radio speaker from 
St Louis, said, "We are not here to 
fu ligate the church but to invigorate 
it. Then later Graham said we need 
to lo both, but there was a conscious 
at; mpt to stress the positive and to 
av id heavy criticism.

We are ncre starting up engines, to 
he J the church take off down the 
JHi n runway,” Oswald said. “We are 
JUs as concerned about the major 
>ss es ofTiuman life as anyone .... 
hu we remember that the church will
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make little or no contribution if it 
does not do its ‘thing’ take the Good 
News of Jesus to heart.”

Graham added, "We need to say to 
all denominations that evangelism is 
urgent and that all of America is a 
vast mission field.”

In dealing with evangelism itself. 
Professor Kenneth Chafin of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, called 
on delegates to enlarge their target. 
He cited two areas in which this en­
largement needed to take place—with 
young people and adults not reared in 
the church, and with classes of people 
other than the majority of the mem­
bership.

"Let’s face it, most of our evan­
gelism is baptizing the children of the 
families of our churches,” he said. 
“The church that is nothing but a 
sociological extension of the family 
will never need the power of the 
resurrection. We already have all the 
power we need for the tasks we are 
attempting. We need to undertake 
larger tasks."

Presbyterian Richard C. Halverson 
of Washington, D. C. asked that the 
conventional view of evangelism be 
laid aside for the purpose of redis­
covering what the New Testament

/
says. "Evangelism is treated not as a 
task to be done, a department of 
church life and not even as the pri­
mary role of the church. Rather, 
evangelism is something that is f 
happening all the time when the 
church is truly community, truly in 
fellowship, truly renewed and renew- , 
ing.”

Halverson questioned some Chris­
tians’ isolation of and emphasis on 
evangelism as being more important 
than the two great commandments 
which comprehend all the law and the 
prophets, "to love God and neighboY.”

Evangelism as traditionally under­
stood by Southern Baptists was not 
neglected at the congress. In addition 
to the major addresses at general 
sessions, there was a strong dose of 
46 how-to-do-it evangelism work­
shops, and two massive Billy Graham- 
type rallies. But the congress did not 
rehash all the old evangelistic shib­
boleths, at least not in public.

Most of the workshops emphasised 
traditional evangelism, as well known 
leaders explained the success of 
ministries. Some participants were 
turned on, some off. One long-time 
evangelism leader left one workshop 
complaining, "We were playing with
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■paper dolls.” Another disliked the 
circus atmosphere of a workshop, and 
others thought the hard sell overdone.

Included among the 46 topics for 
discussion were such items as: the 
ministry of the laity, scripture dis­
tribution, “Do Your Thing," the 
strategy for churchy renewal, leisure 
evangelism, reStructing the church for 
mission, action groups, the church in 
the deprived area, ministry to men in 
uniform, and personal evangelism 
training. \

If the planners of the congress had 
set out to prove that conservative 
evangelicals are socially aware and 
concerned persons—then the most 
biased observer, basing his judgment 
on the congress alone, would have to 
admit the congress succeeded. It did 
so well in some cases that numbers of 
the delegates were visibly shaken 
while others were shaking their heads.

The congress also seemed to be 
proving that the beautiful, the brave, 
the tough, and the successful could be 
Christians, as the delegates heard a 
former Miss America (Vonda Kay 
Van Dyke), sports figures Bill Glass 
and Bobby Richardson, and singer 
Pat Boone. In addition there was a

at the congress, and they probably 
had more members on the important 
national committee than any other 
group. (These included Wayne De­
honey, Maxey Jarman, J. W. Kelly, 
Harold Lindsell, Harold Lindsey, 
Duke McCall, and Bobby Richard­
son)-.

Episcopal layman, Keith Miller of 
Austin, Tex., characteristically frank, 
told the delegates that “we evan­
gelicals are the most frustrated of all 
people with our problems of the in­
wardjourney.”

He indicated that the problem is 
worse for the committed Christian be­
cause he is subtly trained that if he is 
restless or lonely, it may be a re­
flection on the depth of his commit­
ment. “When we committed Chris­
tians get vulnerable enough to open 
our fives in a natural way, people see 
the living Christ at work, healing and 
changing lonely miserable fives before 
their eyes—and sometimes they find 
hope.”

Miller, noted for his open sharing 
of his own pilgrimage in his books, 
said, “real fellowship cannot be pro­
grammed in the church basement with
Kooltfde.

“I believe the answer #111 have togenerous share of swinging music and 
drahtafic presentations. ~ —......... - •• - ----------.

None would agrue that the tone of ment as a serum must have within it 
Ure meeting was conservative, and something of the disease.” 
there was almost intangible “uptight- The church has identified too closely 
ness” about the group—created by with the answer and not enough with 
their intense concern with evangelism, the problem, he suggested. “Those 
their unfamiliarity with each other, who become vulnerable enough to the 
and the fact some were not above problems to identify with them, will 
confronting each other with such be those who are able to share their 
questions as: "Are you a born again faith with the world.”
believer?” This tenseness was ac- Kenneth Chafin explained in a press 
centuated by the presence of a “hip- conference the generation gap within 
pie” couple one zealous delegate the churches by characterizing young 
witnessed to on the streets and people as being idealistic concerning 
brought to the meeting only to have social issues and relativistic on per- 
them thrown out. (See separate story) sonal morality, while adults were just

Most of the participants were the opposite.
middle-aged men, well groomed and He said young people need secure 
clean shaven, with some scattering and mature leadership from I)adults 
of women and youth. While the black “who don’t come apart” when con- 
churchmen were well-represented on fronted with today’s problems, 2) an 
the program by such men as Skinner interest in the structures of the church, 
and Abernathy, they were not too well since the only thing many have been 
represented among the delegates, with given to do is to rebel, 3) acceptance 
less than two per cent. This was at- as persons, though not necessarily 
tributed to two factors—the cost and approval, and 4) a word from the

have built into it a restless unfulfill-

a conflict with two National Baptist church that adults know the context
conventions.

The congress, an outgrowth of the 
World Congress on Evangelism held 
in Berlin in 1966, was designed to pay 
for itself. Delegates footed a $50 
registration fee, or bought tickets for 
single sessions ($10 a day) in an effort 
to pay for the $300,000 budget.

Southern Baptists had the largest 
representation of any denomination

in which young people are living.
In answer to a question on work 

and subsidy, Chafin reacted sharply 
saying American Protestantism has 
been hypocritical in its attitude toward 
the poor, reacting more to govern­
mental programs than to the needs 
of people or to biblical teachings.

“We feel we can excuse our lack of 
compassion for the poor by criticizing

and rejecting governmental pro­
grams,” he said. “I know of churches 
with $100,000 budgets who spend less 
than $300 for the poor in their com­
munities.”

Skinner, a fiery young black evan­
gelist who brought the congress to 
its feet with a standing ovation at the 
close of his message, challenged white 
Christians to be ready to die for the 
cause of racial equality. “The black 
revolution obliges true believers to 
express their love toward each other 
even if it means ultimate sacrifice.”

He said that the current revolution 
is one of identity, community, and 
power. He compared the present age 
with the time in which Jesus’ disciples 
lived, when there was a confrontation 
of Jewish nationalist-radicals with the 
Roman establishment. The disciples, 
he declared, pointed to a better way, 
even though it meant alienation from 
both elements.

“The church must take a stand 
against racism,” Skinner said. “It 
must do so on the grounds that such 
principles are based on the kingdom 
of God. It must be willing to lose its 
shirt for such a stand.”

Skinner said the church should pro­
duce “relationships thicker than 
brother and sister. That fellowship in 
the Christian church should supersede 
every other type of relationship.”

Also of significance, the congress 
rallied a constituency from 95 de­
nominations that some estimate to 
represent more than 40 million 
Christians. Practically all , of these 
stand outside the National Council 
of Churches and, for the most part, 
vigorously oppose any effort labeled 
ecumenical. But what was taking 
place in Minneapolis was deeper 
than many ecumenical meetings, and 
is in fact the direction that some 
ecumenical gatherings are taking 
orientation around common goals and 
tasks.

Since the evangelical Christian 
places evangelism at the top of his 
priority fist, he is more willing to jo n 
others with some commitment to tl s 
task than he is to join anything. Tho e 
who came to Minneapolis expecti-.g 
only to hear of evangelism, and th it 
narrowly defined, received instead a 
clear picture of a socially aware a d 
concerned evangelical Christian.

The new spirit Billy Graham wan ;d 
was there—in non-GrahaWl <c 
words. If deeds follow, the U. S. C< n- 
gress on Evangelism will find it; :lf 
repeatecFand it will make an un x- 
pected contribution toward ending m 
unfortunate polarization betw in 
Christians favoring evangelism or 
social concern and action.

Tuo
Hippies Thrown 
Out Of
Evangelism Congress

Two Minneapolis hippies invited to 
attend the U. S. Congress on Evan­
gelism by an Illinois college student 
were thrown out when one approached 
the speakers’ platform during a 
session.

Their forceable removal brought 
howls of disapproval from those at­
tending the congress.

The hippies, identified only as E. 
Floyd and. his girl friend Zod, both 
University of Minnesota students, 
were invited to the congress by Garry 
Coleman, an Australian youth and 
student at Trinity College in Deer­
field, Ill.

Coleman said he had “shared 
Christ” earlier with Floyd in down­
town Minneapolis and had invited 
him to the congresL He and Carl M. 
Bilger of Highland Lakes, N.Y., 
picked up Floyd and Zod at Minne­
apolis’ West Bank hippie community 
at d took them to the meeting.

loyd entered the auditorium and 
* Iked to the front where he sat on 
th floor in front of the speakers’ 
pL Lfornu Zod joined him.

loyd was reportedly approached 
by an usher who asked him to take a 
se. i somewhere, and Floyd stood as 
if > approach the speakers' platform. 
U iers converged on the two hippies, 
an escorted them to the door. At one 
po it, the girl turned as if she wanted 
to o back, apparently to retrieve her 
co.and two or more ushers grabbed 
hei That brought the crowd to its 
Tei with shouts of “Let them stay.”

he two were removed to a hallway 
ou ide the auditorium where sev­
en! hundred persons quickly gathered 
an md them.

Miller was speaking, and he told the 
crowd: “We have just thrown out the 
only one here who looks like Christ.” 
The audience responded with a-round 
of applause.

Floyd, his hair falling well below 
his shoulders and wearing the char­
acteristic goldrimmed glasses, _je- 
mained quiet through most of the up­
roar in the hall. At one point he said. 
“I wanted to talk to Graham." Later 
he said he wanted to speak, because 
“I see things differently."

The pair finally were taken to a 
room on the arm of two Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association members, 
and were soon joined by Evangelist 
Leighton Ford. Graham's brother-in- 
law who had addressed the conference 
earlier.

Ford hatj been sealed in the balcony 
when the uproar began. Ford re­
portedly told a congress official sealed 
beside him, "Let's go down there and 
straighten that out. It’s not right."

The hippies. Ford and others stayed 
in the room for several minutes and 
then returned to the session while 
Miller was speaking. Many gave them 
a standing ovation when they re­
turned. They took seats and remained 
there for the remainder of the session 
without incident.

Billy Graham later met briefly with 
the couple to apologize and announced 
that they were welcome anywhere he 
was speaking. He also gave a public 
apology.

The hippies remained closeted with 
Ford and others for several hours 
after the session.

- ------ The next day, the action of the 
I side, Episcopal layman Keith ushers was defended by a congress

official who called attention to acid 
throwing incidents and threats on 
Graham’s life in the past.

Coleman said afterwards that he' 
felt responsible for the whole incident. 
“We went out to do what they are 
saying should be done here.”

One bystander who watched the in­
cident observed, “It seems we preach 
one thing in the morning and practice 
another in the afternoon.

In an earlier message. Kenneth L. 
Chafin had recounted an experience 
during a Louisville, Ky.. evangelistic 
campaign led by Arthur Blessitt, a 
Baptist evangelist among the Hippies 
in Hollywood, Calif. f

While Blessitt was preaching at 
Louisville on the parable of the prod­
igal son. a hippie who appeared to be > 
high on drugs came up on the plat­
form and began disturbing the service. 
Chafin said that he thought at the time 
that someone ought to call an usher 
or policeman and get that hippie off 
the platform.

Then he realized. Chafin told the 
congress, that he was like the older 
brother in the parable of the prodigal 
son judging the hippie, who was like 
the prodigal. Blessitt. instead of hav­
ing the young man thrown out, calmly 
talked to him and told him of his need 
for Christ.

Chafin got a resounding ovation 
after recounting the story. Later, 
after the crowd had given the hippie 
who was ousted by the ushers a sim­
ilar ovation, the impact of the message 
of the prodigal son parable seemed 
even greater.

The crowd seemed intent on trying 
to practice what it heard preached.

Toby Druin
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The 
Church’s 
Answer 

in 
Crisis

by 

Leighton Ford

I n London’s Highgate Cemetery : 
huge granite pillar stands atop th. 
grave of Karl Marx. On it is a bust o 
Marx, his cheeks puffed out like Kri 
Kringle, his eyes set deep and resolute 
Chiseled on the granite is this dictun 
of the father of communism: “Th 
philosophers have only interpreter 
the world. The point is to change it.'

Revolution is change— total, con­
stant, irresistible, rapid, pervasive 
change—which affects every part ol 
our lives. In America there is demo­
graphic revolution as great groups ol 
humanity move about in gigantic 
population shifts. By 1980 the 
Christian church will find i(s evan­
gelistic mission focused on the 90 
percent of all Americans who will 
live in great strip cities, already 
dubbed with such revolting (!) names 
as Boswash, Chipitt, and Sansan.

The strange plight of modern man is 
that while his knowledge is exploding, 
the whole idea of “true truth,” truth 
which is the opposite of falsehood, is 
disappearing. Everything is relative.

Neither pot nor pornography form 
the moral crisis of our time. That 
crisis lies in the widely-held assump­
tion that no moral standard is really 
important. There have always been 
those who have violated society’s 
moral codes, but has there ever been 
a generation which repudiated the 
very idea of any binding standard?

Revolution also means, radical 
political change. A few years ago that 
prospect seemed very remote on this 
continent. Yet today the radical ex­
tremist groups in our society call for 
just that. What the radicals have in 
mind is not akin to the American 
Revolution, with its limited goals.

Radicals in contemporary America 
have made their goal clear: they re 
convinced that American society is 
so corrupt and so unworkable that he 
system cannot be changed; it must be 
destroyed. When asked what t ey 
have to replace it, many of tl -m 
answer that this is not their conc< -it. 
It should be ours, for they are ou to 
create a vacuum which would quit 'cly 
be filled by totalitarianism of the eft 
or the right.

Yet we dare not be blind to the 
lesson all modern revolution^* ave 
taught: when men of privilege ai-use 
their power, and refuse justice, so; ner 
or later upheaval will come. Presi ent 
Kennedy put it memorably: "He viw

Dr. Leighlon Eord. Auocidle Evangdiil. Billy Graham 
gdiStic Association

makes peaceful revolution impossible 
makes violent revolution inevitable.”

It is to the shame of the Christian 
church that we have been so slow to 
face the demands of the gospel in the 
racial revolution of our time. With 
some notable exceptions, we have 
moved only when we have been run 
over from behind. We have enjoyed, 
many of us, our privileged position at 
the “white hand of God.”

What, you may ask, does this have 
to do with evangelism? Well, let me 
ask what kind of Gospel we are 
preaching when a church sends 
missionaries to convert Africans, but 
suggests to the black American that 
he go to his own church with his own 
kind?

The right of men to freedom, 
dignity, and respect comes directly 
from the Bible, from the story that 
God made man, that God loves man, 
and that the Son of God laid down 
His life for man.

What then should be the stance of 
the Christian church in an age of 
revolution?

Some call for the blind rejection of 
all revolution; others demand a 
naive acceptance of all revolution. 
Some would like to ignore change; 
others would like to baptize change 
as the new messiah. As responsible 
Christians we must reject both ex­
tremes.

We cannot be worthy of our high 
calling if we try to keep God in some 
private, undisturbed corner of our 
lives, and ignore the strong driving 
winds of change. While revolution was 
raging in Petrograd in 1917, the 
Russian Orthodox Church was in 
session a few blocks away having a 
hot debate—about what color of 
vestments their priests should wear!

Some change should be opposed. 
V. e Christians have a slake in pre­
serving the historic truth of the Gospel 
a d the worthy values of the past. 
L ke Jeremiah we say, “Ask for the 
a cient paths, where the good way is.” 
B t we also know that sin infects every 
n n and every human institution. So 
w need a holy discontent with the 
si tus quo. The gospel calls for con­
st it change. Conversion is a change 
ol direction. Repentance is a change 
of mind. The Christian life is a cOh- 
tir tai change from glory to glory.

’ ze cannot identify our Gospel with 
lh> past and oppose all change. God 
is .ot tied to 17th century English, 
18 i century hymns, 19th century 
an litecture, and 20th century cliches. 
Gi I is constantly prodding us as He 
die the people of Israel and saying, 
“S rike your tents and move on!”

The naive approval of revolution is ‘ 
an equally foolish mistake. There are 
those who would recast Jesus into the 
patron saint of guerrilla fighters, and 
see the church’s task as being “the 
hand-maiden or water-boy of world 
revolution.” One theologian lists the 
various changes going on in the world 
and concludes, "God is in all these 
revolutions.” I think it’s fair to reply: 
how do you know? How does one 
know whether it is God or the devil 
at work in revolution? Jesus told of a 

". . . we have moved only when 
we have been run over from be­
hind." 

house where one demon was cast out 
and seven more came in. A revolution 
that takes place in a spiritual vacuum 
will open the door wide for the in­
vasion of the demons!

A close link has been forged be­
tween sexual rebellion and political 
subversion. There is something de­
monic about the obsession with the 
obscene. The sex of the sixties is sick. 
Il’s a symptom of spiritual rebellion, 
of man’s attempt to tear down his 
relationship with his Maker.

If we ignore this connection between 
sexuhl and political anarchy, and go 
around patting all the radical revolu­
tionaries on the head as God’s secret 
agents, then we are spiritually blind, 
theologically naive, and politically 
stupid.

Faced with these realities the Chris­
tian cannot blindly approve all revolu­
tion. There is really only one course 
open to us: neither to be total resisters 
nor total rebels, but to be revolution­
aries—Christian style!

Charles Maliki, the distinguished 
Christian statesman from Lebanon, 
has said that the "West is afraid of 
being revolutionary.” Is he right? If 
so, then we are’traitors to our Chris­
tian heritage. History’s greatest 
revolution began not under a red star 
in Petrograd in 1917, but under the 
star of Bethlehem two thousand years 
ago in the cradle where God invaded 
history. In Jesus Christ, God began 
the great reversal.

The early Christians were a band of 
revolutionaries, Christian style. The 
book of Acts gives us a series of 
glimpses of them scattered in the 
cities of the Roman Empire.

At Jerusalem you see an economic 
revolution! "All who believed were 
together and had all things in com­
mon” (Acts 2:44, RSV).

In Antioch you see a social revolu­
tion! "In the church at Antioch there
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were prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Symeon who was called Niger, Lucius 
of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the 
court of Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul” (Acts 13:1, RSV). They were 
two Jews, two Africans, and a Roman 
aristocrat! All races and classes had 
become beautiful in Christ!

One of our main failures in evan­
gelism has been “undersell.” We 
have made the Gospel seem cheap, 
tame and dull. We ought to be saying 
to the students and the people of the 
world, “We too are revolutionaries! 
We too want to see things changed. 
But we believe only one revolution is 
big enough, and deep enough and 
powerful enough to change the world. 
It will take everything you’ve got—but 
come join Christ’s revolution!”

“The great fact is revolution,” says 
Professor Harvey Cox. With respect 
for Dr. Cox’s view we do not start 
with revolution. The great fact is 
God! Not the word "god”- but the 
God who is really there. “I believe 
in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth.” We gladly con­
fess that faith. But do we also believe 
in God the Father Almighty, the 
shditfr of heaven and earth? Or have 
we lost our poise becaure somehow we 
feel that our world has gotten beyond 
God’s control?

When we see our world shaken as 
never before, it is not a time to de­
spair. It is a time to watch God open­
ing doors that have never before been 
open! A black Ph.D. who is working 
in the New York ghettos told me of 
the upheaval which is coming in the 
inner city. Then he made this signifi­
cant comment: “The present revolu­
tionary ferment in the city, when 
people have come to the end of their 
resources, is a perfect opportunity 
for preaching the Gospel.” -

In a day of revolution, evangelism 
must begin with a new vision of the 
revolutionary God who is shaking all 
nations so that their treasures may 
come in—so that from every people, 
and tongue, and tribe, and nation may 

"We cannot be worthy of our high 
calling if we try to keep God in 
some private corner of our lives, 
and ignore the strong driving 
winds of change." 

come the parade of precious lives, 
human treasures, redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb, and giving glory 
to God!

The Church stands with all mankind 
at a common crossroad, sharing a

common concern: which way do we gc 
to make a new world? There are some 
who say, "Learn”— education is the 
way. Some say, "Earn”—economic 
development will solve our problems 
Some voices are crying, "Burn"— 
society is so corrupt we must destroy 
it. There is truth in all of this. Bui 
Jesus Christ says, “Turn. Be con 
verted. Put your trust in God. Seek 
first his will. Then you can be pan 
of the new world God is making.”

Most revplutions fail because the} 
are not revolutionary enough. The} 
fail to grasp the heart of the problem, 
which is the problem of the human 
heart. So these revolutions are aptly 
named: they revolve! They throw out 
one set of sinners and put in another 
set of sinners.

Churchill once said that the root 
error of Communism and all uto-

"Revolutionary evangelism will 
mean taking the gospel to revolu­
tionary people."

Eianism is an over-optimistic view of 
uman nature. Every revolutionary 
movement must come to grips with 

the fact of sin. What we need is a more 
radical, more revolutionary revolution 
which understands that before there 
can be real revolution there must be 
genuine repentance.

Christians are often accused of un­
due pessimism in always harping on 
sin. Yet, paradoxically,'only when sin 
is faced as a moral reality is there 
hope. If the human dilemma rises 
from a wrong combination of chem­
icals, or from psychological factors 
beyond man’s control, then man is 
just programed wrong and we should 
abandon ourselves to evil. But if the 
cause of our dilemma is rebellion 
against God—then there can be in 
answer from God’s side.

This Christian conversion is so 
revolutionary because it is so com­
plete. When a man meets Jesus Chr st, 
God begins to heal all his brol en 
relationships, to put him right v ith 
God, and with himself and with its 
fellowman. Today, when our chun ies 
are being torn apart between the .0- 
called "soul savers” at one pole nd 
the so-called “social reformer" at :he 
other, it’s absolutely imperabve oat 
we keep in view the compleWies ol 
the Gospel and resist the tempta ion 
of both extremes.

How does the Church—especi illy 
the local church and its evangel -tic 
program—fit into God’s revolut >n- 
If we take the New Testament seri< us- 
ly, evangelism apart from the chi ren
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is a contradiction. The Lord added to 
the church daily such as were being 
saved, says Acts 2:47. Yet we all 
realize that the church, as we know 
it, is often our biggest hang-up in 
evangelism. There is a widespread 
disillusionment, almost disgust,,with 
the church. The brightest and most 
sensitive of our youth too often turn 
from the church, accusing us of having 
as our theme song, “I Believe in 
Yesterday,” and of being irrelevant to 
the realities of the 20th century.

The radical activists would scuttle 
the church and say, “Get into the 
world where the action is.” Evan­
gelicals have often taken the same 
route. Feeling bottle-necked by the 
apathy of certain churches they 
simply by-pass them and channel 
their evangelistic concern through a 
host of specialized organizations. God 
has blessed these efforts, but sadly 
there has been an unhealthy sense of 
rivalry, on occasion, between these 
movements and pastors and churches.

It is no adequate response to,this 
age of revolution to turn the churches’ 
evangelistic responsibility completely 
over to specialists. Too often we have 
talked of missions and evangelism as 
if they were adjuncts of the Church’s 
life, optional activities to be supported 
by those who are interested in that 
sort of thing.

In truth, mission and evangelism are 
the heartbeat of the Church, for the 
church lives by the Spirit of her Lord 
who said, “As my Father sent me into 
the world, so send I you” (see John 
20:21). When the Church ceases to 
evangelize, she ceases to live.

We need to wrestle with the question 
of what sudden/and radical change is 
needed so the churches themselves can 
lie the agents of revolutionary evan­
gelism. The issue is not primarily one 
of numbers. We can expect that the 
Christian church will always be a 
1 linority movement, as Jesus pre- 

< icted-
So we must measure evangelistic 

*’access by the quality as well as the 
1 umber of the converts. Could anyone 
I ave predicted that the tiny handful of 
(.sciples at Pentecost would even- 
t ally conquer the mighty Roman 
1 mpire? There were only 120 of them, 
a nong an estimated 4 million Jews 
i Palestine alone. That’s a ratio of 1 
t 33,000.

So-called “minority movements 
h ive always turned out to be the most 
c ucial ... for they cast the shadow 
c' the future” (Sydney Harris). 
R eally, the crucial issue is not "How 
b % is 'the church?" but "What is the 
a urch?"

In the Bible, the church is people 
God’s redeemed people. At the very 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry His 
strategy was to gather a group of men 
who would continue, deepen, and 
spread His work. Out of all His fol­
lowers He chose twelve into whom He 
^ould pour His life. What dis­
tinguished these men? First, they had 
a personal commitment to Chirst. 
Mark 3 tells us that Jesus "called . . . 
those whom he desired: and they 
came to him."

Second, they had a unique fellow­
ship in Christ. They included men of 
different temperaments like impetuous 
Peter and quiet John, and of varied 
political persuasions like Simon the 
Zealot, a member of the resistance, 
and Matthew who worked for the 
Roman, forced of occupation. Before 
they met Jesus, Simon would gladly 
have slit Matthew’s throat! But when 
Christ accepted them they accepted 
each other.

Third, they had a clear mission for 
Christ. Jesus called them to "be with 
Him” in personal fellowship, so Mark 
says, but also to "be sent out to preach 
and . . . cast out demons," to make 
Christ known by word and deed 
(Mark 3:13-15).

If the church today is to be the agent 
of revolutionary evangelism, we must 
be clear that by the church we mean 
those who have made a personal com­
mitment to Christ. You can train 
people to be evangelists who have a 
motivation to share Christ. But if 
people lack this motivation no amount 
of training will help. What such 
people need is an encounter with 
Christ.

I ovember, 1969

We ought to be considering seri­
ously the question of what it means to 
have “conversion within the church':" 
Why do so many students seem to 
abandon their faith when they go to 
college? Why do.so man} couples slop 
attending church when they move to 
a new city? And hoi* do we help 
people with a second-lfcind faith really 
to come alive in Christ.

It's also essential that the church 
be able to give a convincing demon­
stration of fellowship in Christ. 400.- 
000 young people went in mid-August 
to a music fair at Bethel. New York. 
Psychoanalyst Rollo May says thaZ 
event “showed the tremendous hunger, 
need and yearning for community on 
the part of youth." Can these people 
find in your church and mine the thing 
that drove them to Max Yasgur’s 
farm, the real belonging thev were 
seeking?

Are our churches Bethels" where 
people are accepted and known as 
persons, whatever their hank account, 
or the color of their skin, or the length 
of their hair?

Then we also must understand that 
the whole church has a mission for 
Christ. By loving fellowship, com­
passionate service, patient suffering, 
and by sharing the good news of the 
Gospel, every Christian has a respon­
sibility to make Christ known. Will 
we lake in our churches whatever 
radical changes are necessarf 10 
mobilize the entire .membership for 
continuous evangelism’’

If our churches are to become com­
mitted, caring, witnessing fellowships 
then it will take at least:

continued on page 30
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Last December I had the privilege 
of visiting India. There are grave 
problems facing that land, which holds 
one-fifth of humanity. One particular 
area of the country is plagued by a 
minor, yet serious revolutionary 
movement. This is in the northwestern 
frontier region, where members of the 
Naga tribes have been in rebellion 
against the central government. When 
I went on to visit Thailand, I then be-
came more thoroughly 
about the insurgency that 
the northeastern section 
country.

I was fascinated to learn

informed 
threatens 
of that

that both
of these areas had experienced the ex­
tensive influence of Christian mission­
aries. In my judgment, this is perhaps 
more than coincidental.

The Christian message of salvation 
includes the truth that all men are 
equal and valuable in God’s eyes. Old 
customs, social mores and class dis­
tinction are dispelled. The gods that 
freeze men in cycles of superstition, 
fear, and resignation to fate are de­
stroyed. Man is offered the possibility 
of new life—with social and spiritual 
dimensions.

Some academic strategists and na­
tional security advisers avoid even 
speaking about terms as vague and 
idyllic as “world peace.” Rather, they 
would like to increase the probability 
of a world “that minimizes the incen­
tives for armed, violent solutions to 
conflict situations.”

In other words, this means that if 
there is anything one can call peace, 
it means the absence of war or violent 
conflict. This, I suspect, is the notion 
many of us share about the meaning of 
peace. We also, hear of how the "bal­
ance of power” is the guarantee of 
peace. The United States and the 
Soviet Union together possess explo­
sive power equivalent to 15 tons of 
TNT for every person on the earth. 
Yet, many postulate that such a “bai­
lee of power”—or “balance of ter­
ror,” to be more precise—is the only 
I ’ustworthy condition of peace.

But there is not true peace when the 
i rreat of instant annihilation hangs 
‘ /er the head of the majority of man- 
r ind. There is no peace when fear of 
< ^struction, rather than hope for rec- 
< iciliation. is the nnlv fnree restrain- 
i g the use of our arsenals of nuclear 
‘ struction. I reject the simplistic no- 
t m that peace is absence of conflict. 
I -ace is not merely stability or order. 
I ather, peace is fulfillment, harmony, 
s tisfaction, understanding, and well- 
t :ing.

As long as there is deprivation, suf- 
firing, alienation, self-seeking, ex­

ploitation . . . there is no real peace.- 
Peace can come only when needs 

physical and spiritual—are fulfilled; 
for us, peace means far more than 
simply avoiding conflict.

Too often we speak of world peace 
as though it were completely unrelated 
to peace within nations, within com­
munities, within families, and within 
individuals.

It is inconsistent, for example, for 
a citizen to urge warring nations to 
make peace if he lives in hostility to­
ward his neighbors. It seems unrea­
sonable to protest against violence in 
Vietnam by employing violent tactics 
here at home. And it is hypocritical 
for a Christian to claim he has the 
peace of God in his heart if he remains 
oblivious to the violence and destruc­
tion in the world.

For a nation or an individual, peace ' 
becomes a form of relationship; it is a

“As long as there 
is deprivation, 

suffering, 
alienation, 

self-seeking, 
exploitation . . . 
there is no real 

peace.”

continuing attitude and activity, 
a static condition. Fundamentally, 
peace is achieved by creative love­
love that sens|es needs and possibilities 
in another that are not realized, and 
seeks their fulfillment in order to ere-

not

ate “wholeness, soundness, and com­
pleteness.”

When I discuss these matters with 
some of my fellow Christians, they 
will often claim that the reason we 
have no peace in the world is because 
of man’s sin. As long as sin abounds, 
there will be “wars and rumors of 
wars,” they say. I, of course, do not 
dispute the reality of man’s selfish 
and sinful nature.

But 1 do take issue with those who 
reject any responsibility for overcom­
ing the obstacles to peace simply be­
cause sin is a reality. That was not

A former governor of his home state, 
Oregon, Mark Hatfield became a member 
of the United Slates Senate in 1967.
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the way of Christ. He has not told us 
evil will ultimately triumph, and that 
we should resign ourselves to such a 
fate. Rather, He asks that we follow 
Him into the midst of man’s turbulent 
world with His reconciling and re­
deeming love. Recognizing the exis­
tence of sin does not eliminate our 
mandate to act as peacemakers.

Deprivation, suffering, hunger, 
alienation from God and man, lack 
of dignity, oppression—these beguile 
the world’s hope for true peace. These 
are the obstacles to peace. True, they 
are perpetrated by sin the sin of 
those who, absorbed by their wealth, 
power, privilege, and supposed self- 
righteousness are blind to the respon­
sibility of meeting these needs. Such 
sin is too often our own.

Christ calls us to witness to His love 
through our lives. That witness in­
volves ministering to man whenever 
and wherever he is in need.

We all know of those who suffer 
from deep personal needs meaning­
lessness, emptiness, futility, estrange­
ment, alienation, and lack of love. 
These needs, when unfulfilled, will 
frustrate peace. Here is where the ob­
stacles to peace have their beginning- 
in the individual life that lacks ful-
fillment. .

Peace, however, is alpo frustrated by 
unjust social conditions. In the com­
munities where we live, there are those 
who suffer from impoverishment, 
through no fault of their own, despite 
the prosperity of our land. 29 million 
Americans live in the conditions of 
poverty. And although those who ar/ 
non-white comprise only 11 percent 
of our population, they comprise over 
30 percent of the poor in our land. >

Millions of blacks and minorities 
have been the victims of racism, have 
been denied dignity and justice, and 
are overwhelmed with hopelessness 
and despair. These deprivations are 
the power adversaries of peace. We 
may attempt to enforce stability or 
“law and order” through the use of 
force, but we will never have peace in 
our land until we repent from this 
sin, correct such injustice, and fulfill 
these needs.

Communications have transformed 
our world into one neighborhood. 
Consider the condition of our world. 
The inhabitants of this planet spend 
15 times more money on creating 
weapons to destroy each other th&n on 
efforts to cooperate together for social 
and economic improvement. Yet, 
10,000 of its citizens die each day be­
cause they do not have enough to eat.

continued on page 16
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Two out of every three children suffer 
from malnutrition.

Nevertheless, the average diet in one 
portion of that globe contains about 
5 times more protein than the average 
diet of the remaining portion. 80 per­
cent of that planet’s wealth is con­
trolled by only 20 percent of its inhab­
itants. The total wealth of those “de­
veloped” parts of this world is broken 
down to an average of $2,107 for each 
inhabitant; yet, the total wealth of the 
remainder of the world equals only 
$182 for each person.

A fundamental obstacle to peace, 
then, is the deprivation of mankind, 
both individually and corporately.
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discover these foes of peace only in 
other people and nations. But Christ 
warns us about criticizing the speck in 
our brother’s eye when we ignore the 
plank in our own.

In all candor, it is my conviction 
that this is precisely the case with our 
involvement in the Vietnam war.

Let us face this matter honestly. 
Any discussion of peace today cannot 
ignore the gravest, most destructive 
event that presently keeps our world 
seething in1 violence and our nations 
seething in unrest. It is my conviction 
that peace will not come to Vietnam 

I as long as we persist in applying mili- 
[ tary solutions to fundamentally social, 

political, and cultural problems.
We intervened in what was essen- 

I tially a civil war, in my judgment, 
I having its origins in the desire of the 
I Vietnamese people to rid their country, 
I of foreign domination and bring them- 
I selves independence and dignity. This 
I cause has been constantly frustrated, 
I in ancient history by the Chinese, and 
I in modern history by the French, the 
I Japanese, the French again, and now 
I by our own involvement.
| But such a nationalistic determina- 
I tion can never be quelled by bombs 
I and bullets. By interpreting the war 
I as an ideological struggle, we have lost 
I sight of the human dimensions of the 

conflict—of the passion, will, and suf- 
■ fering of individuals which lies at the 

roots of this war.
. We have failed to understand the 
' Vietnamese people and to sense their 

true needs. And once having imposed
military measures which have only 
escalated the violence, we have resisted 
any change in our and any ad- 

■ mission our misunderstanding. 
- ^he war w‘" cosl us about $30 bil 

’io11 this >ear*°ne oul of ever-five l£P 
dollars. Currently, we spend this a 
the rate of $950 per second. Mos 
tragic, this war has claimed the lives cl 
more than 38,000 Americans, 96,00) 
South Vietnamese, and 542,000 “er- 

There can be no peace within man, » Vietnamese. Through our 
peace in his family, peace within our efrorl then more than half millio 1 
communities, and peace in the world yjelnamese have died because som< ■ 
until we seek to fulfill the total needs how, we believe they individually ai ‘ 
of mankind. The call to evangelize is our gnemv and a threat to our natioi . 
a call to proclaim and to love; it is a 
call to respond to these needs, and it .....<>
involves us totally in the mandate of of lhes® efforts by the brutati 
peacemaking. nomenclature of k*’,-,W0 “ J J

We must not overlook the reality comparing how many of tWeneny 
that peace is frustrated by self- are killed for every American th it 
assertiveness, pride, paternalism, and dies. Christian compassion, l b . 
brutality. These are also the obstacles cannel remain quiet when the ba. c 
to peace. value and d,gn,fy °Jhuman ‘‘fe ,s 6 '

Living in a country that we some- predated in such a manner.
how feel bears God’s seal of approval, For almost a year and a half n< w 
many of us as evangelicals tend to we have been involved in talks it

We continue to measure our succe s
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Paris; yet we Seek to “save face" and 
speak of “negotiating from strength." 
We have sought in vain so far for some 
position or formula that would avoid 
any admission of our misjudgment or 
blame for the extent and duration of 
the war. And during that time..more 
than 15.000 American lives have been 
lost.

We are told, though, that one must 
fight fire with fire. We can never take 
risks for peace, it is said, because the 
enemy might be preparing for another 
offensive, or be taking advantage of 
our lack of resolve. So there is never 
any respite from the bombing (we 
have changed the location but not the 
intensity), and the fighting and the 
killing.

Why should we—a nation founded 
by those seeking a New World blessed 
by God—now be bound by “an eye 
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”? Do 
the fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity 

and self-control—do these have 
any relevance to the concrete realities 
we face?

We must always remember that 
regardless of the circumstances the 
world is in, history remains under 
God’s sovereignty. In Ephesians Paul 
writes that God “purposes in his sov­
ereign will that all human history shall 
be consummated in Christ, that every­
thing that exists in Heaven or earth 
shall find its perfection and fulfillment 
in him." (Ephesians 1:9, 10, Phillips)

In God’s eyes every individual is of 
the most infinite value. God does not 
judge people as Americans or Rus­
sians or Chinese; he does not cate­
gorize them according to nationalistic, 
political, or ideological labels. Christ 
has broken through those barriers. 
God views each person as his cre- 
aiion—as unique and as infinitely val­
uable to him, so valuable that he 
g-ve his son for each of them.

God’s purpose is to bring all cre- 
ai on into unity through Christ.

I make no claim to be a theologian. 
B ;t there is one example used in 
theological circles that clarifies this 
p> int with me. It is a comparison of 
rc ent history with the time between 
D Day and V-Day during the war. We 
ki >w that God has entered into his- 
to y and accomplished His work of 
re emption. And we know that God’s 
ul mate control and victory over his- 
to v is assured. We have His promise 
to establish a new heaven and a new 
ea h. He has won the final victory, 
bi it is not yet accomplished.

is as though we are between 
0 )ay and V-Day. Although our final 
vii ory at the end of history is certain, 

must be involved in the skirmishes 
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and battles that are yet necessary be­
fore God’s triumph is fully mani­
fested. Thus, we do not simply sit on 
the beach, knowing that we will ulti­
mately win, but we move forth into 
battle. God is constantly at work in 
our world to accomplish his ultimate 
will. We must be obedient to his call.

Our evangelical responsibility is to 
bear witness to the love of God 
through Christ. This is a mission of 
peace, and we are under the call of 
God to fulfill it. In this task, we must 
not be bound by rigid categories of 
what is a spiritual message and what is 
a social action. We cannot build a 
complete barrier between theological 
issues and social questions. We must 
not make the mistake of believing 
that the Good News we proclaim has 
no relevance to.our attitudes and ac­
tions toward political as well as per­
sonal problems in our homes, our na-' 
lion, and our world.

For too long the artificial polariza­
tion between those who preach the 
truth of individual conversion and the 
activists who proclaim some form of 
a "social gospel” has prohibited a full 
understanding of the Gospel's mean­
ing in our world. Christ calls us to ex­
press his love through all that we do.

Our task requires personal ihvolve- 
>ment in the world. We cannot abdicate 
our personal responsibility to an in­
stitutional response. Unfortunately 
our tendency too often is to seek es­
cape from personal involvement in 
problems confronting us by endorsing 
institutional solutions to them. We 
give money to the church's missionary 
fund, we donate clothes to the street 
mission, and we contribute faithfully 
to worthy causes, believing that these 
are the only avenues for us to carry 
out God’s woirk.

Yet,' what* is most needed is in­
dividual, personal involvement. We 
must make our lives relevant to 
others: we must involve ourselves per­
sonally in situations where we dem­
onstrate the concern and compassion 
Christ imparts to us. We must engage 
ourselves personally in sharing with 
others our experience of God’s love.

Just as our religious institutions 
cannot become a substitute for our 
personal responsibility to minister to 
human needs, they also cannot pro­
vide any insulated shelter from the 
trauma of the world. The church was 
never meant to be a fortress that pro­
tected its members from the perils 
of the outside world. Rather, the 
church is nothing more than those be­
lievers who gather to strengthen and 
encourage one another for their in­
volvement within the world.

Our faith calls us to seek God’s will 
for man and for the world. As such, 
we must look at our own country— 
look at the values that are guiding 
our culture and ask whether they are 
true to God’s will and purpose. If 
not, they must be challenged with a 
prophetic word, and Christians must 
witness to the need for. national re­
pentance; that is, to turn from present 
ways unto the “way of the Lord."

In our democracy, the values and 
commitments of the nation rest fun­
damentally with the people. The 
corporate effect of the people’s 
thoughts and actions eventually has 
its influence upon the shape of our 
society.

For we who are Christians, then, it 
is our basic responsibility to express 
the values and truths that we have 
acquired through our faith. Further, 
we must attempt to implant them 
within the lives of others.

Therefore, one of the urgent avenues 
for personal action is to influence pub­
lic attitudes and values.

Public opinion drove a president 
out of office last year: the attitudes 
of the people in our democracy can 
change the course of our country.

So we must be diligent and respon­
sible in the expression of our views 
regarding the state of.our nation. We 
must attempt to mold/public attitudes 
so they will become atuned to God’s 
purposes. The leaven of the Kingdom 
of God must continually make its 
entry into the life of our nation; it can 
do so only through the witness of our 
lives.

Since World War II, we have spent 
over $1 trillion for military purposes 

for weapons, soldiers, and the 
machinery of war. Today, about $67 
out of each $100 of our government’s 
tax revenues are given to the purposes 
of war past, present, and future. 

Comparatively, we spend only $2.50 
for all our efforts to assist the im-

con tinned on page 35

. peace will not 
come to Vietnam as 
long as we persist 

in applying military 
solutions to 

fundamentally social, 
political, and 

cultural problems.”
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"Equipping 
the Lagman 

For Increasing 
Responsibilitg99

The rise of the layman is the great 
new Christian fact of our century. In 
the long perspective of history it will, 
in all probability, be seen as even more 
significant than the effort to achieve 
church union. Whereas union some­
times means no more than the pooling 
of weakness, the recruitment of lay 
forces often means an accession of 
genuine strength.

If the movement to employ the lay 
power ever comes even eclose ’to its 
goal it will produce a revolution which 
may reasonably be compared to the 
other great revolutions of the world. 
This is because it would, immediately, 
substitute Operation Multiplication 
for Operation Addition.

If the great new Christian fact is 
the universalization of the ministry, 
it has not come about by accident. 
One important causal factor has been 
a deeper examination of the biblical 
teaching. For a quarter of a century 
we have had biblically based study 
groups with powerful effects and many 
groups have, in the midst of their 
studies, been drawn to the New Testa­
ment teaching about vocations.

It has been something of a revela­
tion, on the part of many, to see that, 
in the New Testament, vocation ap­
plies not merely to a few who are 
called to be clergymen or foreign 
missionaries, but to all Christians, 
whatever their secular occupations

may be. It is a surprise to many to 
realize that characteristic epistles are 
addressed to the called and that these 
include all who seek, in any way, to 
be Christ’s followers.

Some are shocked when they learn 
for the first time that “saint” in New 
Testament language means simply 
one who is called by Christ, rather 
than one who is conspicuously right­
eous.

Once we begin to understand what 
it is to be called we have a new vision 
of the importance of the individual. 
Each one is important because each 
one is needed as a recruit for the king­
dom. We are called, the Bible teaches, 
not as mere worshippers, but as 
workers.

It is impressive, when we contem­
plate it, to remember that Chiist 
specifically commanded us to pray or 
the emergence of a labor force (M it. 
9:38, Luke 10:2). There is no rec rd 
that he sought admirers, but then is 
abundant evidence that he sought re­
cruits or fellow workers. Herein ies 
much of the meaning of the wo ds, 
“Take my yoke upon you” tt. 
11:29).

Since the Christian faith has en­
dured through many centuries, id- 
justing to successive changes in ul-
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lure, it is reasonable to conclude that 
it will be able to adjust to whatever 
changes may come in our particular 
generation.

But though there is good reason to 
believe, that the cause of Christ will 
endure in new situations, it does not 
follow that this will come without 
effort on our part. As a matter of fact, 
il will be necessary for committed 
Christians to engage in a great deal 
of intellectual effort in order to know 
how to live and /serve in changing 
circumstances.

Just as a better understanding of 
the New Testament has changed the 
idea of calling, so the conditions of 
urban society have influenced the op­
portunities of responding to Christ’s 
call and have helped to lessen the gap 
btiween clergy and laity.

)ne important change is education­
al In a predominantly agricultural
ec morny there was often a radical dif- 
fe ence in educational level, the pastor 
be ng far better educated than the 
m‘ rnbers, but this is no longer true.

-ometimes today, there are mem- 
bc s who have had educational oppor- 
tu. ities superior to those of their 
pa lor. There is no longer any reason 
*1 the ordinary member may not be 
th. equal of a clergyman in general 
kn wledge, speaking ability or even 
Pe ional .counselling. Consequently, 
tht old idea of a one-man ministry is 
conspicuously obsolete.

The opportunity for contemporary 
Christians to minister is increased by 
the kind of work in which most men 
and women now engage. The farmer, 
in the pre-industrial age, spent long 
hours alone, or with animals as his 
only companions. Instead of dealing 
primarily with people, he dealt with 
seeds of soils or the fruits of the soil.

In an urban society, by contrast, 
most people engage in work in which 
the major problems are human ones. 
The products of factories are things, 
but they are notl produced except by 
the joint th'oughtland effort of people. 
Consequently, the major issues are 
not normally those regarding mate­
rials, important as these may be, but 
those regarding persons.

It ought not to be any surprise that 
human problems are far more difficult 
than are those which concern the nat­
ural order. The critic sounds a bit 
naive when he complains that we have 
done so much belter with rockets than 
with the elimination of poverty and 
crime, because he seems to suggest, 
by his complaint, that the problems 
are somehow comparable.

The Christian is aware that they are 
not comparable, because he is highly 
conscious of both freedom and sin. 
The world would be comparatively
easy to manage if it had no people

We cannot be profitably employed 
in the modern scene unless we are 
ready to share and also refcdy to listen. 
Il is something of a surprise to realize 
that even the modern farmer is urban­
ized in that he is increasingly depen­
dent upon machinery, the repair and 
upkeep of which involves otner peo­
ple.

Corporate farming necessitates a 
great deal of migrant labor, so that 
the problems are comparable to those 
in factories. Always there is the strong ' 
possibility of dissension and always 
the individuals have problems of their 
own. The farmer is urbanized because 
he owns the same gadgets which city 
people own.

Modern man, we must understand 
has, because of his urbanized exis­
tence, both added difficulties and 
added opportunities. Above all, his 
new kind of life means that he is al­
most constantly faced with the poten­
tial Christian ministry.

This is because ministry refers not 
to things, but to persons. If the mod­
ern Christian has anything to give, he 
is placed every day where the need is. 
We talk, foolishly, about getting the 
church in the world, but when we think 
carefully we know that the church is 
the world in the person of its mem­
bers.

continued on page 20
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Ill

learn
“Some are shocked when they
that ‘saint’ in New Testament

language means simply one
who is called by Christ.
rather than one who is

conspicuously righteous.”

“We talk foolishly, about
getting the church
in the world, but when we
think carefully we know that
the church is the world
in the person of its members.”

The major question is that of what 
Christians have to contribute and 
what they actually do contribute when 
they are daily in the world of men. 
Since the church, far from being a 
building or even a hierarchy, is the 
people, it now exists in all the places in 
which Christian men and women are 
enjployed.

Part of our need, as we face the 
changed conditions, is that of a clar­
ification of language. In hundreds of 
communities reference is $till made to 
“the minister,” but this is almost 
wholly damaging. It is damaging be­
cause it implies that the rank and file 
of the members are excluded from the 
nTmislry. After all “the” is radically 
singular.
^.Some may say that language is un­
important, but in this judgment they 
are clearly wrong, for the language 
not only expresses but also deepens 
the distinction which is fundamentally 
harmful. We must, if we really care 
about the Christian cause, avoid any 
language which tends to make the or­
dinary Christian feel that he can dele­
gate his responsibility to a priestly 
class.

According to the New Testament 
teaching, there is, indeed, a priest­
hood, but it is not confined to dele­
gated or ordained individuals, it refers 
to all the people who are Christ’s 
followers. In the phrase “You are a 
royal priesthood” (I Peter 2:9) the 
“you” is emphatically plural.

We are helped enormously by the 
effort to make a distinction between 
“pastor” and “minister.” Though 
ministry is intended to refer to all 
Christians, whatever their gifts and 
whatever their ways.of earning a liv- - r school teacher or administrator, he which is quite as strong as that o
ing, the word pastor may right y refer needs advice on how far, as a coura- “teach.” we may now, in our nee 'y 
tn nnn whn hue a nartinular rail In etir . ........ t ti, ■ ___ ...to one who has a particular call to stir 
up the ministry of others.

This is the clear meaning of pastor 
as it appears in Ephesians 4:11, 12. 
The pastor or teacher is a person who 
has a gift for the equipping of other 
ministers for their service in the world.

The emphasis on the universal min­
istry of mechanics, housewives and 

businessmen does not deny, but rather 
emphasizes the need for some dedi­
cated persons who are able to train 
others for their servant roles.

We cannot make the lay ministry a 
success unless we do something about 
it. The word "pastor” may not be the 
ideal word in an urban society, for 
modern people know very little about 
sheep, but the function is more needed 
than ever.

Even Robert Barclay, one of the 
first theologians to emphasize the 
universal ministry, when he wrote 
three hundred years ago, saw clearly 
thatahere is no incompatibility be- 
tweeir the two big ideas/ of the uni­
versal and the lay ministry, and that 
the one requires the other. In a crucial 
passage he wiote:

We do believe and affirm that 
some are more particularly called 
to the work of the ministry, and 
therefore are fitted of the Lord 
for that purpose; whose work is 
more constantly and particularly 
to instruct, exhort, admonish, 
oversee, and watch over their 
brethren.'•

As we become even more urbanized, 
the need for intelligent equipment of 
the lay ministry becomes greater 
rather than less. The farmer does not 
need the help of a spiritual teacher in 
producing crops, but the worker in 
the factory or office needs help terri­
bly. He needs to confer with others 
about the way to make his witness 
among his fellow workers. Should or 
should he not try to share books which 
have been helpful to him? When 
should he remain silent? If he is a 

geous Christian, should he go in open 
defiance of the ruling of the Supreme 
Court which prohibits Bible reading 
and prayer in the public schools.

Il is precisely because most modern 
city vocations are more complex than

I Robcrl Barclay, zfn Apology for I he True Christian Divin­
ity. I67K. Proposition X. 26. 

were the vocations of an earlier gen­
eration that the life of the church 
becomes more, rather than less im­
portant.

It is because the crowding of mod­
ern cities tends to impersonalize all 
operations, that the ordinary Chris­
tian needs help and encouragement in 
his effort to treat all of God’s children 
as persons rather than things.

The man who can help lay men and 
women to perform their ministry in 
daily life needs to be-a true profes­
sional. He does not need to be pro­
fessionally religious, but professional­
ly competent as a teacher and devel­
oper of other Christians.

If he is willing to be cast in the role 
of the professional holy man, expected 
to give the official prayers on public- 
occasions, his professionalism is of 
the wrong kind, partly because it is 
of a kind largely obsolete in an urban 
society.

But if he is well trained in'the art of 
drawing out the powers of other peo­
ple, that is another matter entirely. 
We especially need men who arc 
skilled in the ministry of encourage­
ment, making other men and women 
aware of powers of which otherwise 
they might always be ignorant.

As Christian ministers in daily life 
our primary business is healing. Th.- 
is because we are always surrounde.i 
by broken, disturbed, harassed peopl 
As successors of the Twelve, we a -■ 
given, by Christ, “power and autho - 
ity over all demons and to cure d ■ 
eases” (Luke 9:1).

After centuries of neglect of l e 
command to “heal,” a comma d 

generation, begin to operate in surt is 
Christ intended. Though there “u it 
not to be a sharp division of resp- ’■ 
sibility, we may truly say that in g' i- 
eral it is the duty of the lay minis -r 
to heal, while it is the duty of the p >- 
tor to teach. That is, the pastor is e- 
quired as one who can teach his fel1 * 
members how to heal.

Those in the general or healing min­
istry will normally function best in 
their own vocational patterns. Accor­
dingly, the Christianity of the future 
may, to an increasing extent, be cen­
tered in vocational groupings.

We are on the right track when we 
form groups of Christian physicians, 
Christian lawyers, Christian judges, 
Chistian real estate agents. All of 
these are touching human lives at 
extremely vital points and all face 
problems which are apparently in- 
soluable.

When, for example, should the phy­
sician engage, in heroic measures to 
keep the hopelessly ill patient alive? 
How can the judge balance the rights 
of the criminal and the rights of the 
public who are the victims of criminal 
acts?

How can the real estate developer 
meet the reasonable needs of those 
who already occupy a district and 
those who wish to come in and there­
by alter its character?

Perhaps the church of the future, 
which will be even more involved in 
urban existence, will be organized 
more around7 vocational groupings 
than around Sunday .worship. The 
gathering of the dedicated one day a 
week may, if it survives the urban 
revolution, become more and more 
an occasion for briefing with a view to 
ihe vocational work of the week which 
follows.

We are getting close to the heart of 
ihe matter when we realize clearly 
that the lay ministry involves many 
significant opportunities which the 
pastoral ministry does not permit. 
Because the lay minister is already 
where the human problems are, he 
does not have to be brought to them.

The lay minister’s task is made ur­
gent by the fact that he is on the front 
line, while the pastor is really in the 
rear, ready to help when called upon. 
The lay minister is comparable to the 
general practitioner in medicine, while 
he pastor is like the specialist whose 

■vork comes largely by referral.

What we must avoid is the erro­
neous supposition that either one of 
these is better than the other. They 
are simply different. It is important to 
know that tasks can be different with­
out being better and worse.

Our time is both one of discourag- 
ment and one of hope. Among the- 
signs of hope is the increasing recog­
nition of the close connection between 
real religion and ordinary life. When 
this is understood the talk about a 
“religionless Christianity” seems par­
ticularly inept.

Of course, if religion meant some 
ceremonial performances, with no 
relation to how people I i ve, the rejec­
tion of religion has some point, but it 
need not mean this al all.

There is a place for the scattered 
fellowship, but there is also, with no 
contradiction, a place for the gathered 
fellowship, because, by gathering, peo­
ple are able to be more effective when 
scattered.

Christians operate better in the 
world if they are sometimes separated 
from the world in an experience which 
gives them some faith and conscience, 
but the encounter with the world is 
the test of validity.

The tremendous words of William 
Law are as pertinent today as when 
they were written more than two 
hundred years ago. “Devotion,” wrote 
Law, "is neither private nor public 
prayer, but a life given to God.”2-

Now a new kind of ministry is de­
veloping with a character of its own. 
As it is not identical with the pastoral 
ministry as ordinarily conceived, 
neither is is identical with the lay min­
istry of the recent past.

The new ministry is being per­
formed by men who have been trained 
for the professional ministry yet are 
now earning their living in secular 
occupations.

An exciting new pattern of ministry 
is developing in the thought of one
2. Willium Law. J Serious Call kj a Devout and Holy Life 

< Philadelphia. The Westminster Press. 1933). p. 17

; young man who became a pastor in 
' his early twenties. Now, at thirty 

years of age, with a wife and two 
1 children to support, he is becoming 
■ an employee of the fire department.

He believes that he can, by this means, 
both support his family and also 

, achieve an entrance into the lives of 
men who work for the city.

As we increase the number of men 
who. while they are engaged in secular 
work, are also trained equippers. new 
needs arise. The comptroller of the 
company who is also a graduate of 
theological school may not have a 
pastor to whom he can turn when he 

’needs help, as is sure to be the case. 
Whal is he lo do? His best assistance 
is likely to come from a small group 
in which men and women share deeply 
with one another both their aspira­
tions and their needs. In such a group 
it is often possible for people to accept 
vulnerability, meeting one another 
without ma$ks and without feeling the 
necessity to impress one another.

Like the lay movement, the smafli 
group movement is largely a post- 
rural phenomenon. Perhaps the very 
impersonalism and consequent loneli­
ness of crowded living has driven men 
and women to the invention of genuine 
fellowship. When men lose one kind 
of fellowship they are driven to seek 
another.

It is widely recognized that we are 
continually losing men from the pas­
toral ministry and this loss is usually 
deplored. Sometimes, of course, the 
departure from the pastorate results 
from a loss of conviction, but this is 
not always the case..

In some instances the change comes, 
not because the fire has gone out, but 
because it has become so hot that new 
ways of igniting other people are de­
liberately sought. In my present life I 
have the privilege of corresponding 
with some of these men, who open 
their hearts in letters.

One ex-pastor wrote recently as 
follows: "It is no sacrifice to be a lay­
man. I had yearned lo be a layman
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_______ ‘Wo Christian can 
meet his responsibilities

by hiring another 
man to perform 

for him.”

we have been familiar in our own 
generation will endure forever.

Wherever the lay movement has 
really taken hold, Christians in ordi­
nary life have rejected their relegation 
to the dual role of listener and finan­
cial supporter.

There is nothing wrong with atten­
tion to money and money raising. 
Some church budgets may be lop­
sided, but we shall not dispense with 
them, and Christians should never 
be ashamed to discuss finances.

What is wrong about money in the 
church is not the collecting of it, but 
the*widespread assumption that the 
layman, when he has paid his pledge, 
has done his part so that his respon­
sibility for Christian work is ended.

No Christian can meet his responsi­
bilities by hiring another man to per­
form for him. There is something 
terribly demeaning about the notion 
that the chief service which a man 
can perform is that of putting a car­
nation in his button hole and passing 
the collection plate.

One way to undermine the-lay min­
istry is to engage in overstaffing. For­
tunately, some are aware of the dan­
ger. For example, one highly effective 
congregation of America employes 
only a pastor and no assistant, and 
it is able to operate because so much 
of the ministry is that of volunteer 
work on the part of members.

By this method a large portion of 
the financial giving can be directed 
to the needs of others rather than to 
the operation of the ecclesiastical 
machine and the payment of salaries.

There are many forms of outreach 
which lay persons can handle with 
skill. One of these is the management 
of a book table on which are new and 
old books which may shed light on the 
problems of both faith and practice 
which alert modern Christians feel. 
The existence of such a table, placed 
where it cannot be avoided, and man­
aged by a person able to speak at first 
hand about the books, is one of the

for years. Now I can really minister— 
as a layman, on a volunteer basis, and 
get next to people in a way that was 
not possible formerly.”

If this new pattern of the man who 
is both a layman and one trained to 
be an equipper, should grow, it would 
alter radically the course of the Chris­
tian movement. It might mean that 
the numbers in some theological 
schools would grow, when presently 
the numbers are declining.

There would be a strong demand for 
short courses, planned for those pre­
paring to operate in the new third 
order, which is neither lay nor clerical, 
Ijccftuse it is both.

A number of men are restive as 
clergymen, not because they are in­
capable, but because they are im­
patient about what seem to them 
artificial barriers. They know that 
some people will not be sincere in talk­
ing with them because these people 
hold them in a certain awe. They feel 
separated from the rank and file and 
are deeply embarrassed by the special 
privileges which they are accorded.

These privileges include freedom to 
break the law without penalties and 
reduced prices at shops. Even the pro­
vision of living quarters constitutes a 
serious barrier, because it means that 
the clergyman does not have to com­
pete in the real estate market as other 
men must do.

The best men are frequently eager 
to break this pattern completely, and 
some of them are beginning to succeed 
in this effort, while remaining in the 
pastoral office, but others become 
discouraged and consequently rejoin 
the laity for the sake of their own 
self-respect.

More than we ordinarily realize, 
the once accepted system of clerical 
leadership nfay be breaking down. 
Can we be sure that there will always 
be bishops and priests? If the power 
of the clerical order wanes or col­
lapses, the lay ministry will necessarily 
be seen as more important.

In any case, it is a grave mistake to 
suppose that the patterns with which 

most obvious marks of a really con­
temporary church.

Almost every congregation has per­
sons who will gladly donate their time 
to operate in this fashion and those 
who do so are helped quite as much as 
are the people who purchase the 
books. Because the majority appar7 
ently do not buy books until they are 
confronted with them, it is not suffi­
cient simply to tell members and seek­
ers to go to a bookstore; for the most 
part, they will not do it.

But they are grateful when the 
church brings the books directly to 
their attention. In one congregation 
this year, when a table was set up and 
supervised by some intelligent women, 
100 volumes were sold in one week. 
In one church, 700 copies of an in­
expensive New Testament were sold 
in one season.

Another valuable book ministry is 
that in which a lay .member buys 
more than one copy of a volume which 
has proved to be particularly helpful 
to him and carries a copy with him to 
loan to some person who expresses 
interest or peculiar need. Many lives 
have been changed by this method.

I may not be able to answer all of 
a man’s questions about the problem 
of evil, but I can loan him a copy of 
The Problem of Pain by C. S. Lewis 
The lay minister may not claim, in 
his humility, to possess wisdom, but 
he can, if he is willing to study, tell 
others where the wisdom is.

Because an untrained ministry ma- 
do more harm than good, it is jus' 
as important to educate the lay min 
ister as it is to educate the equipping 
ministry. And it is the equippers wh' 
should undertake this vital task.

What the churches say, by means < 
public pronouncements, may^bp son 
good, but the chief way in which th 
church affects the world is in the pe: 
sons its members, who are forii 
nately scattered throughout the enti' 
fabric of society.

It is the influence of the layman 
his ordinary existence which mak< 
his education in the church so impo 

tant. He must be taught to think clear­
ly in , fundamentals, to know the 
Christian classics at first hand, and to 
be generally aware of the progress of 
Christian thought through the cen­
turies.

Because the native intellectual 
powers of laymen are certainly equal 
to those of clergymen, there is no good 
reason why there should not be 
courses taught in churches with the 
same general content of those which 
are taught in theological seminaries. 
It is not sufficient for laymen to be 
recruits; they must be trained recruits. 
In most instances, the pastor should 
be the teacher, thus illustrating the 
Biblical conception that “pastor” 
and “teacher” are synonymous.

Full acceptance of the conception of 
a universal ministry must eventually 
affect professional theological educa­
tion, because a new laity requires a 
new pastorate. Men who study in the­
ological seminaries must be made to 
understand how greatly they are need­
ed, not in the performance of cere­
monies, but in the liberation of the 
powers of other men. The new pastor, 
whom our generation requires, is one 
skilled in the ministry of develop­
ment.

He is the head of a development 
company, concerned not with the de­
velopment of land, but the develop­
ment of persons. He does not give 
orders, but he specializes in “sup­
portive attentiveness.”

Sometimes he will criticize, and he 
■vill certainly help other men and 
•vomen to evaluate what they are do­
ng as Christians in the world, but 
>rimarily he will engage in the min- 
stry of encouragement. He will know 
hat many people are profoundly dis- 
ouraged and need someone to be- 
eve in them. Often lives will be 
hanged, in consequence, by the 
ower of creative expectancy.
Though we speak today of the 

tinistry of the laity, the day may 
ome when we can transcend this par- 
cular language. After all, layman 
not really a satisfactory term, be­

cause, in many occupations it indi­
cates an inferior status.

A layman in medicine is one who 
cannot practice, while a layman in law 
is one who is not legally educated. 
There cannot be equivalent status so 
far as the cause of Christ is con­
cerned, for all must practice and-all 
must be trained. Christ spoke of those 
who have “been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 13:52),’ 
indicating that such training was his 
purpose in the employment of par­
ables. He was preparing men to serve, 
not to observe.

Finally, we may be able to cease 
using our present invidious terms arfd 
get better ones. Our deepest purpose 
is really that of the abolition of the 
laity. We seek to lift all of Christ’s 
people into the level of ministry and 
this makes sense, providing we recog­
nize differences of gifts.

We can begin to employ the new 
and better terminology when we 
understand clearly that there is no 
opposition whatever between the gen? 
eral ministry and the ordained min­
istry. They need each other and to­
gether they can contribute mightily 
to the creation of Christ’s Kingdom. ■
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Je dsh Theological Seminary of with me." However, Kramer re- 
Ai lerica and Professor Frank Stagg jected the notion that this "proselytiz-

Estes is secretary of the Department 
of Work with Non-Evangelicals at the 
Home Mission Board.

Encourage your young peo­
ple to go beyond concern, 
beyond discussion to ’ 
INVOLVEMENT.

It was nothing less than a “happen­
ing.” It was “larger than life." And 
to some of those, at least, who labored 
for three and a half years to bring it 
about, it was an answer to prayer. 
The event was the meeting of Jewish 
and Baptist scholars in a three-day 
conference, at the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. 
Kentucky. The conference was jointly 
sponsored by the Inter-religious 
Affairs Department of the American 

^Jewish Committee and the Home 
Mission Board’s Department of Work 
Related to Nonevangelicals.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum and his 
colleagues of the AJC collaborated 
with the HMB personnel in structur­
ing and directing the conference. 
Through long months of planning, 
such Baptist leaders as William E. 
Hull, Albert McClellan and Foy 
Valentine shared work of the pro­
gram. There were times when it 
seemed that the whole idea was im­
possible. The diversity of Southern 
Baptist thinking and the complexity of 
our programming machinery seemed 
to present obstacles. Sometimes the 
interest, even of the members of the 
planning group, would wane, and 
some “checked out” before the event 
occurred. But through it all the con­
viction of a core of the Jewish and 
Baptist planners was growing more 
firm. The best of our scholars and 
leaders simply must meet on terms 
that make real communication pos­
sible.

The more than seventy Jewish and 
Baptist scholars who met in Louis­
ville were introduced to the planners’ 
hopes immediately. The printed pro­
gram carried these introductory 
words: 

Baptists and Jews, who share 
uniquely a common reverence for

the Bible and its majestic teachings, 
as well as an historic experience of 
suffering to preserve freedom of 
conscience, have a vital contribu­
tion to make in redemptive service 
to the shaping of authentic commu­
nity, a true “people of God” worthy 
to help usher in the kingdom of jus- 
tj^e and righteousness.
Before Baptists and jtws can serve 
others, however, they need first to 
know each other. The stereotypes 
and mythologies that have prevailed 
between both communities need to 
be confronted and challenged by 
realities and truths. The similarities 
in shared religious and moral beliefs 
should be clarified and examined. 
The vital differences on which Bap­
tists and Jews stake their lives 
should be understood, in order that 
differences can be made a source of 
irenic enrichment rather than of 
polemic estrangement.

To the realization of these purposes 
this consultation is hopefully dedi­
cated. The (sponsors) join in prayer 
that God will bless ‘the work of the 
hands’ of the participants in this 
pioneer national undertaking who 
make Baptist-Jewish living history 
by their very first meeting together.

These were no idle words. They ef­
fectively captured the desire and 
awareness of the program planners. 
It was a prayer of intense hope that 
the conference might realize these 

purposes. But probably none of the 
planners was prepared for what ac-' 
tually took place. What could have 
been the biggest "bust” of the year 
proved to be a truly dramatic event. 
Real head to head and heart to heart 
encounter occurred. Call it dialogue. 
Call it meeting. Call it communica­
tion. Call it what you will—souls sep­
arated by credal convictions came 
together in an experience of profound 
understanding before God. People 
who were apprehensive of each other 
before the meeting found that they 
could love and respect each other. 
Religious beliefs that had been de­
veloped in the ghetto of denomination 
al exclusiveness were examined in the 
light of honest, open debate with 
persons of another persuasion. And 
the remarkable thing was that differ­
ences did not occasion alienation but 
became a motivation to seek deeper 
fellowship and understanding. Most 
of all, the encounter became an expe­
rience in the pursuit of God’s truth 
which surpasses all human under­
standings.

The dimensions of the dialogue 
were set by the themes of the pro 
gram. The first session dealt with thi 
setting of the Jew in the Southern cul 
ture. Professor Leonard Dinnersten 
of Fairleigh Dickinson Universit 
charged that the Jew in the South ha 
been barely tolerated, never fully a*, 
cepted, and in times of crisis pers< 
secuted. While generally agreeing wit 
Prof. Dinnerstein, Professor Willia 
Estep of Southwestern BaptisTThe* 
logical Seminary provided much hi 
torical^evidence that Baptists, to< 
have often suffered discriminate 
in Southern culture and in similar < 
identical conditions with the Jew 
that Baptists and others have oftc 
exhibited philo-Semitism, and that th 

condition of the Jew in the South 
is not radically different from that of 
the Jew in the North. A. Jase Jones 
of Kansas City followed with an 
analysis of Southern Baptist literature 
with reference to the Jews, noting 
both anti-Semitic and philo-Semitic 
characteristics. Notable reference was 
made in the first session to two themes 
to be taken up in subsequent sessions, 
namely anti-Semitic and the Christian 
missionary drive. Both of these are 
quite emotion-laden subjects.

The second session dealt with the 
“meaning of Israel.” Rabbi Tanen­
baum described the compelling power 
of two great events in the American 
Jewish consciousness: the impact of 
the Nazi holocaust, in which 6 million 
Jews were slaughtered and the impact 
of the 6-Day War of the state of Israel 
with the Arab nations in 1967. For 
some, the firsy exposure to the Jewish 
awareness in relation to the state of 
Israel was granted. No concept of 
“Israel,” in a spiritual sense, is pos­
sible in Jewish mentality without refer- 
erce to a visible, political state. Pro­
fessor Eric C. Rust of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary remind­
er the gathering of the church’s 
n sponsibility for anti-Semitism and 
c; lied the theologians to the task of 
“ ecasting . . . our doctrine in 
Hebraic forms,” rather than Greek, 
ai d the building of bridges between 
11 : Christian Christology and the 
J< wish messianic consciousness. Here, 
aj tin, a future theme of the confer- 
ei .e was anticipated, namely the 
m aning of Messiah.

he third session treated the 
“E eaning of Conversion/Turning.” 
Pr 'fejsor Edward Gershfield of the

of Southern Seminary presented the 
Jewish and Baptist views respectively. 
Their papers and responses to them 
triggered the liveliest discussion of the 
whole question of Christian mission
and the seeking of converts to Christ 
among the Jews. A learned panel 
primed the discussion in which Jewish 
opposition to all attempts to prosely­
tize them were countered by Baptist 
reassurances of love, without com­
promise of the missionary character 

.of the Christian faith. Baptists unan­
imously rejected coercive methods 
of evangelism but could not deny the 
intense desire for all to believe in 
Jesus as the Messiah and Saviour. To 
this. Baptist scholars declared, they 
must bear witness. Professor Luther 
Copeland of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary said, “I'm 
bearing witness to a great truth which 
I have experienced. If God uses that to 
convert someone that is up to him. 
My task is to bear witness.” To this, 
Rabbi' Arthur Gilbert of the Jewish 
Reconstructionist Foundation replied, 
"What you really mean to do is not 
conversion’work but witnessing. You 
don’t do this by ringing doorbells 
and handing out tracts. You do it by 
letting God into your own life, by 
creating a community of such selfhood, 
such humanity, that it is a profound 
witness in its own right.” Then he 
added, "I would like to compete with 
you for such a witness."

Whereas most of the Jewish 
scholars resisted attempts to “win 
converts” as a particular kind of 
anti-Semitism, there was one notable 
exception. Rabbi William Kramer of 
Los Angeles suggested that “if some­
one wants to see me converted be­
cause he loves my soul, that’s fine
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Showing and explaining requi­
sites for becoming a Christian 
these two filmstrips are based 
on Scripture. They serve a dual 
purpose in witnessing to (1) 
ypirth, and (2) adults. The 
adult filmstrip will be used for 
the individual approach to wit­
nessing. 35 frames, color, 2 
manuals, 2 recordings. Sold as 
a series only, $11.00.
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WITH A 
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NEW
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New Testament and use it in 
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vidual needs, are found in this 
filmstrip. 50 frames, color, art 
and photography, recording 
and manual, $7.50.

BROADMAN FILMS
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Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

irig” business was a “one-way street.” 
He said, “I’ve got my eye on several 
of you Baptists here!” Lest you think 
that was an empty boast or merely a 
est, it must be noted that this jovial,, 
ovable rabbi has “won” 60 “converts” 

to Judaism from Christianity in the 
past year. Perhaps his most famous 
convert was Sammy Davis, Jr. (In­
cidentally, can any Southern Baptist 
church make such a boast regarding 
“converts” from Judaism to Chris­
tianity?)

The summary view among Baptists 
might be stated as follows: we must 
love the Jesus Christ without apology, 
and leave the “converting” to God. 
If such a view of the Christian mission 
fails to satisfy some hyper-tension 
manipulators of souls, it must, none­
theless, be observed that it is 
thoroughly biblical!

The fourth session was concerning 
Messiah. One surprising feature of 
this period was the near-Christian 
exposition of the Pauline faith in 
Jesus Christ as Messiah which Pro­
fessor Ellis Rivkin of Hebrew-Union 
College gave in his address. Amidst 
conflwting and definitely non-Chris- 
tian Jewish views of Nressiah, Pro­
fessor Rivkin presented a reliable 
Christian understanding of Christ. 
After his address he declared to some 
of us, “1 wanted this group to know 
that at least one Jewish scholar could 
understand Paul and his faith.” One 
Baptist New Testament scholar de­
clared, “I can recognize Paul in Pro­
fessor Rivkin’s exposition.’ On the 
other hand, Professor William Hen­
dricks of Southwestern Seminary, 
who spoke on the Christian Under­
standing of Messiah, demonstrated 
the inadequacy of most "folk re­
ligious beliefs.” His address was 
really "prolegomena" rather than a 
constructive Christology. If one 
thing was clear, it was that no solidly 
Hebraic and theologically dependable 
Christology prevails among Southern 
Baptists. If one major need of Baptists 
emerged from the conference it was 
this: the need for a solidly Hebraic 
understanding of Messiah as em­
bodied in Jesus Christ. Certainly this 
is a must if we are to commend our 
faith to Jewish friends.

was general agreement that Baptists 
and Jews could and should work to­
gether for social justice and the pres 
ervation of moral and spiritual value; 
in our society. Anti-Semitism and al 
forms of group prejudice were sound!;, 
condemned and religious freedom wa; 
given strong support.

The conference asked Rabbi Tanen 
baum and this writer to structure an 
ad hoc committee to further con 
tinuing dialogue and scholarly col­
laboration, implement the actions 
agreed upon,'and further the goals ol 
the conference. Before departing, the 
Baptist scholars, in response to a plea 
by Rabbi Tanenbaum, took action 
which encouraged SBC President 
W. A. Criswell to wire President 
Nixon deploring the public execution 
of 15 persons in Iraq.

Was it worth all the effort? Gerald 
Strober, a Presbyterian scholar work­
ing on church curriculums for the 
AJC, wrote, “The colloquium was the 
finest of its kind that I have ever at­
tended.” Robert Torget, American 
Baptist scholar and one of the Baptist 
speakers, said, “I have not received so 
much help in any conference within 
recent years as I did at this one." 
Leo Trepp, a Jewish scholar from 
California, wrote, “I admit that I 
was somewhat hesitant in accepting 
the invitation to participate in view 
of the stereotype that exists in regard 
to the ‘hard-shelled Southern Bap­
tists’ ... I was nevertheless moved in 
gratitude to shed this sterotype the 
very first night of our meeting . . . The 
problems raised went to the core, the 
standard was high, and above all 
the spirit one of true affection and 
brotherly love. It could be felt on 
both sides. I was surprised, however, 
to find that the Baptists knew more 
about Judaism than I had expected 
. . . The Jews, on the other hand, 
especially the practicing rabbis m 
contrast to the professors — kne v 
much less about Christianity, i s 
foundations and forms ... it may 'e 
desirable to provide them wi h 
material and workshops on ba c 
fundamentals in Christian theory a d 
practice ... A joint commission >f 
Christians and Jews might underta e 
the task of providing such material

If wider dissemination of the Ch> >- 
tian message among the Jews resu s, 
and with it a deeper understanding • 
our faith, is this not “witnessing? 1 
believe with all my heart that God \ is 
in this conference. He will surely c< n- 
tinue to bless its achievements. A d. 
for what it’s worth, this was the b st 
conference of its kind in Bap ist 
history! a

The final session related to “Re­
ligion and Social Responsibility.” 
Baptist and Jewish addresses were 
more in agreement in this area than 
anywhere. Professor Stagg brought 
the most moving and inspiring appeal 
of the conference in his call for an 
inter-religious committee to seek to 
influence our national priorities. There
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Amos, Lewis 
Resign Mission 

Board Posts

Two Home Mission Board staff 
members, William E. Amos and Roy 
F. Lewis, have resigned denomina­
tional posts to carry their ministries 
to the local level.

Lewis had been in the agency’s 
church loans division for eight years 
before accepting the pastorate of the 
Calvary Baptist Church in Lilburn, 
Ga. Amos had served for nearly two 
years as a consultant in weekday 
ministries in the department of Chris­
tian Social Ministries before resign­
ing to join the staff of the Crescent 
Hills Baptist Church in Louisville, 
Ky.

Both men assumed new responsibil­
ities in positions that reflect the direc­
tions established early in their careers.

Lewis, a graduate of New Orleans 
Theological Seminary, had served as 
pastor of churches in Sandusky and 
Napolean, Ohio, before becoming 
loan officer and later assistant to the 
director in thq division of church 
loans.

Amos, a graduate of Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville, had served four years as director 
of weekday programs at the 23rd and 
Broadway Baptist Church in Louis­
ville, before joining the Home Mission 
Board as assistant secretary in the 
department of Christian Social min­
istries.

He will serve as a staff member at 
Crescent Hills, pastoring the church’s 
Portland-Bridge mission, coordinat­
ing weekday ministries at the mission, 
training Crescent Hills members for 
service in the ministries. As an adjunct 
professor at Southern seminary, 
Amos also will teach a course in week­
day ministries in the school of social 
work.

Career changes for both men be­
come effective on Nov. 1.
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I keep thinking of a dream that 
got out of hand.” The speaker was 

4|gsse Fletcher, secretary for the de­
partment of missiortiry personnel of 
the Foreign Mission Board, express­
ing happy shock at the progress of 
Mission 70. ,

Mission 70 is a dream realized; a 
conference on world missions and all 
church vocations to be held in At­
lanta’s Civic Center, Dec. 28-31. It is 
expected to attract 4500 college and 
seminary students and young adults.

If the excitement, dedication and 
talent of its planners is any indication. 
Mission 70 promises to be a unique 
experience. The coordinators seem 
bent on making it a great deal more 
than “just another meeting.”

Elaborating on his previous remark 
Fletcher said, “the best dreams I’ve 
ever been associated with acted this 
way. I’m having to lay aside my own 
pet goals and be prayerful that I can 
cope with whatever the results are, 
rather than what I hoped they might 
be.”

Mission 70 was conceived almost 
two years ago in a planning session 
between staff members of the Home 
and Foreign Mission Boards and the 
Sunday School Board. It was agreed 
that the conference would be geared 
to college and seminary students and 
young adults and would attempt to 
confront them with ihe world missions 
task and career opportunities offered 
in churches and the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The Conference is being sponsored 
jointly by the Home and Foreign Mis­

sion Boards, the Sunday School 
Board, the Woman’s Missionary 
Union and the Brotherhood Com­
mission.

Programs are to be structured 
around drama, music, small group 
work, counseling and information 
sessions. Morning sessions will be 
held in local churches in downtown 
Atlanta. Afternoon and evening ses­
sions will meet in the Civic Center and 
the Regency Hotel.

Group leaders will attempt to 
elicit provocative discussion with the 
students in the morning sessions. 
There will be 80 or more cluster 
leaders, student workers themselves, 
to spearhead the discussions. Stu­
dents will lead the music in these 
sessions and folk singing groups will 
present special music.

Through the interpretation of a pop­
ular recording, participants will ie 
confronted visually with world poverty 
and need in the afternoon sessions. 
With flashing lights, vignettes a id 
silhouettes they will be shown “wbat 
the world is really like.”

Each night in after-sessions, p r- 
ticipants in the conference may av lil 
themselves of informal enterta n- 
ment, dialogue with denominatioi al 
leaders or film review.

An overture by members of he 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra > ill 
op^p the conference Dec. 28. 1 he 
Sunday presentation will be a k ak 
back at the ’60’s and an anticipate ry 
look at the ’70’s. The featured spea er 
that evening will be John Chance1 ;or 
of NBC News. It will major on world 

Home Missions

events and will include much of the 
music of the ’60's.

A fiery review of world problems— 
poverty, apathy, student unrest—will 
be the theme of Monday evening’s 
session. Written by Betty Jo Corum, 
director of editorial services for the1 
Woman’s Missionary Union, it will 
employ a “Greek” chorus of speakers 
and singers.

Bill Lawson, a favorite with college 
students, will speak to the conference 
Tuesday. The 41-year-old Missourian 
is pastor of Houston’s Wheeler Ave­
nue Baptist Church. He sees as the 
goal of Mission 70, “to get young 
people to make missions a part of 
their vocation rather than a vocation 
a part of their mission. Mission 70 
will have accomplished a major 
achievement if it can reach students 
in this way,” the young pastor be­
lieves.

Lawson senses an acute need to min­
ister to young people whose “muscles 
of faith get very saggy," especially 
>ince his own church is 30 percent 
ollege and career persons. “If it’s 
possible to get Christ’s commission 
nto some offices and some class­
ooms, we will have done people a 
avor and Christ a service."
The final evening session. New 

/ear’s eve, will be a challenge to com- 
nitment. Home and foreign mission- 
ries along with other denominational 
vorkers will share testimonies. Six 
hqirs, one a symbolic choir, will 
'resent the theme interpretation for 
he evening, authored by Jan Wilson,

• 'Ovember, 1969

professor of drama at Belmont Col­
lege, Nashville.

Kenneth Chafin, head of the Billy 
Graham Chair of Evangelism at 
Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, will bring the final address. 
Chafin, a featured speaker at the U.S. 
Congress on Evangelism, held last 
September in Minneapolis, is sharply 
critical of Christians who are shocked 
by rather than sensitive to world prob­
lems. He has assailed Protestant de­
nominations for being hypocritical in 
their attitudes toward poverty and 
need. Chafin will bring the final ad­
dress and the conference will end at 
I a.m. New Year’s Day.

Already 1 a songbook of Mission 
70 music, piuch ofit original, is being 
prepared; also planned is a recording 
with at least four conference songs, 
which will be available at the meeting. 
The entire music score will be avail­
able in May of 1970. In addition, the 
conference speeches will be available 
to the participants.

Ed Seabough, Executive coordina­
tor for Mission 70 has described the 
conference as a "scream of hope 
among Southern Baptists. Mission 70 
is a challenge to Southern Baptist 
students and young adults to accept 
the call of God to a vocation for which 
the job description hasn’t even been 
written."

The conference will end Dec. 31 as 
the new year is beginning. Hopefully, 
it will mark the beginning of an era of 
“a new kind of life commitment to all 
mankind." ■

In addition to “Home Millions" read

the Christian CENTURY
America's most influential Re­
ligious journal —to keep pace 
with the swift changes of a 
turbulent time, to be alive to 
the issues facing mankind and 
to be informed of Christian 
opinion on those issues, to gain 
a refreshing and creative ap­
proach. New subscribers may 
read this ecumenical weekly 
for 60 weeks for only $6.00! 
Subscribe now!

The Christian Century. Dep't. HMS 
407 South Dearborn Street.
Chicago. Illinois 60605



The 
Church*s 
Answer 
in Crisis

continued  from page 13

(11 A revolution in our patterns of 
ministry. All of us, pastors, teachers, 
evangelists, and. laymen are going to 
have to understand that the church 
cannot afford to be made up of many 
spectators who pay and watch a few 
specialists do the work of evangelism. 
We pastors and evangelists must see 

• that we are not to do all the work. We 
are coaches. Our job is to build an 
evangelistic team, starling with the
leadership.

(2) Il will take a revolution in the
structures of our church life. Jesus revolutionary action.
preached to the great crowds; He also Revolutionary action in evangelism 
poured His life into twelve men. In \,will mean breakin^some new ground.
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a mass society I believe there will be 
an increasing place for mass evange­
lism. The 400,000 youth at Bethel 
showed that it takes mass gatherings 
to make people understand. But our 
emphasis will also have to be on small, 
intimate fellowships, or else people 
will get lost in the crowd.

God’s revolutionary power was re­
leased through the church in revolu­
tionary action. Luke opens the book 
of Acts by saying, “In the first book 
... I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1, 
RSV). He implies that Jesus con­
tinued “to do and teach" through 
those He left behind. This dynamic 
combination of deed and word char­
acterized the apostles. Their words 
acted and their actions spoke!

Acts is full of action verbs: they 
prayed, they s|3oke, they healed, they 
gave their testimony, they sold their 
goods, they went about preaching. So 
we need to match our words with our 
deeds, and our deeds with our words. 
God will judge us by whether we let 
our convictions be translated into

The ideal Christmas gift for 
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Bible student, The Pilgrim 
Bible is especially designed for 
easier reading and understanding.

This King James Version edition 
offers: notes and helps on every 
page • practical definitions of 
biblical doctrines and themes • 
introduction to each book • his­
torical data • summaries • cross 
references • chronologies • com­
prehensive index • maps and dia­
grams.

With or without Concordance in 
a wide range of styles, $6.50 
to $25.00. Shown here: Hand 
Grained Morocco Concordance 
Edition. Black, Blue, or Red.

129x. $25.00

Order from
Your Baptist Book Store 
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It will mean acting with other Chris­
tians from other churches. Our task 
is to confront everyone with the Gos­
pel, and no one church can accomplish 
that job. Think what it would mean 
in your neighborhood if the Baptist, 
and the Presbyterian, and the 
Lutheran, and the Bible church sent 
out teams of visitors to say, "We’ve 
come from all these churches to ask 
you to receive our Lord into your life 
and follow him in whichever of our 
churches he leads you!”

Revolutionary action in evangelism 
will mean taking the message to 
people where they are. According to 
an old saying, the church should be 
“in the world but not of it.” Evan­
gelism should always be of the church 
but not always in it! Jesus preached on 
farms, by the roadside, in boats, at 
dinner parties in the homes of sinners. 
Those who are really touching people . 
for Christ today are largely following 
his pattern.

The local church can take the Gos­
pel “where the people are.” Why don’t 

.you consider buying spots on the foot­
ball game on Sunday afternoon? or 
having your choir put on its next 
Christmas program in the shopping

THE BESTSELLER
the whole family can enjoy

The story of a Southern family in the 
days of slavery that readers are com­
paring to Gone With the Wind.

"One of the rewarding experiences 
of reading a novel about people of 
another era is to see the parallels 
of our own time. .. . There is human­
ity and warmth in this penetrating 
novel which is based on fact."

- Christian Herald

New Moon Rising
e by EUGENIA PRICE 

Order from your
Baptist Bookstore. $5.95

Uppincott
Philadelphia/New York
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mall? or’ renting a theater for your 
next series of evangelistic meetings?

Revolutionary evangelism will mean 
taking the gospel to revolutionary 
people. Most of our evangelism in­
volves reaching the family and friends 
of those who are already .Christians. 
Usually these are middle-class, re­
spectable citizens. They need Christ!

But meanwhile, we have to think 
about the “sub-cultures.” Is anybody 
reaching out to the hippies in your 
town? the student radicals? the 
ghettos? the intellectuals? the motor­
cycle crowd? the rock crowd? the 
swingers in the apartments? Relating 
to these people will mean praying that 
God will call some Christians to be 
missionaries to these “sub-cultures” 
just as we send missionaries to Brazil 
or Thailand.

Revolutionary evangelism will mean 
earning the right to speak to lives 
bruised and battered by social up­
heaval. Can the gospel win a hearing, 
for example, in the urban ghettos, 
where militants wear buttons saying, 
“I hate Jesus,” and where the Black 
Muslims say that Christianity is 
"whitey’s” religion?

Evangelism must be love with flesh 
on, what Bill Milliken calls "tough 
love.” We must echo Amos as well as 
Paul, Micah as well as Peter. Qur 
message has got to combine the 
prophets, who called for repentance 
and justice, with the apostles, who 
called for repentance and faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Please note carefully: / am not say­
ing that we can build a perfect world 
by our efforts. We can make some 
things better, but the new world will 
not comeiuntil Christ returns. Noram 
I sayingfthat the Church should stop 
giving priority to evangelism and be­
come a political lobby.

What I am saying is that God wants 
■o give through our lives as Christians 
i kind of preview, an advance demon- 
tration, of the love and peace and 
ustice which will mark His eternal 
kingdom. Then, when from a platform 
>f love in action we ask men to be 
econciled to God, the Church's 
nessage will sound off with the ring 
f truth.

God’s revolution is going to go on, 
vith or without you and me. But I 
on’t want to get left behind. So this 

s my prayer:
Lord, start a revolution, and start it 

i me!
And this, from Ezekiel 21:27, is

1 iod’s sovereign answer:
- "I will overturn, overturn, overturn 

. until he come whose right it is; and
1 will give it him!”
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We Respond
to the

Tragedy of Camille"

One of the newest and least familiar 
Home Mission Board efforts is thedis- 
atfer relief ministry. In 1966 the SBC 
Executive Committed requested its 
Foreign and Home Mission Boards to 
establish disaster relief funds and pro­
cedures, the Foreign £oard to serve 
overseas and the Home Board to serve 
in the United States.

One year later the disastrous flood 
in Fairbanks, Alaska called for such 
help. Less than three months ago hur­
ricane Camille struck the Mississippi 
coast and parts of Louisiana and Vir­
ginia with such violence that it has 
been called the most destructive hur­
ricane ever to hit our country. The 
HMB was able to help in both these 
instances, as well as in less dramatic 
cases of need in between, in Texas, 
Pennsylvania, and North Dakota.

In response to the request of the 
SBC Executive Committee the Home 
Board promptly earmarked $50,000 
for disaster relief. The fund quickly 
approached the goal of $250,000, 
with the Cooperative Program and the 
Annie Armstrong Offering supplying 
the funds for this purpose. The Board 
was able to help the Alaska Conven­
tion with $50,000 immediately for the 
relief of pastors and the use of 
churches, plus consultation on the 
field.

Within recent weeks $55,000 has 
been sent to the Mississippi Con­
vention for relief work, and $5,000 
lo the Louisiana Convention where 
the needs were much smaller. Such 
help has been offered to the Virginia 
Convention also, where the losses

THE MAGAZINE FOR ALL SEASONS
were localized. HMB staff members 
have visited all of these areas to pro­
vide on-the-field assistance.

The SBC Brotherhood Commission 
has joined hands with the HMB in 
enlisting volunteer help to assist with 
the rehabilitation of Baptist church 
buildings. Over one hundred men went 
to Alaska in 1967 al their own ex­
pense, and gave two or more weeks in 
this service. The buildings were re­
habilitated, and in every case were 
placed in better condition than prior 
to the flood.

Executive Secretary E. W. Hunke. 
Jr. of the Alaska Convention has writ­
ten about the tremendous spiritual a- 
well as physical boost which this ef­
fort provided.

The Brotherhood has again bee. 
prompt in enlisting men to do simila 
work in the wake of hurricane Ca­
mille. As this is written there hav 
been no calls for such help, but hope 
fully many of these men who stand i 
the wings ready to serve will be calle* 
upon. The Home Board’s Speci; 
Mission Ministries Department ha 
worked with the Brotherhood b 
assigning help as requested and al> 
in enlistment.

The Home Board's Church Loa;
Division immediately desired 
moratorium on all loans owco by li • 
affected churches in Alaska, and h; - 
done the same for those in simil. 
circulfistances along the Gulf coast.

One of the heartwarming aspects f 
relief efforts following hurricane C 
mille is the generous and prompt r 
sponse of Southern Baptist peopl*.

Home Mission

Avoid the hustle and bustle ol last minute Christmas shopping! For those smaller gifts on your list, 
give the magazine for all seasons. HOME MISSIONS is available to you at the low rale of $2 00 for ’

This Christmas introduce a friend to HOME MISSIONS. The reader of HOME MISSIONS stay 
formed as to the changes occurring within the churches, the challenge of the mission field, and 
crises confronting our nation.

HOME MISSIONS makes a perfect gift! Fill in the card below and mail today! We will sene, a card 
to the recipient of your gift indicating (hat the subscription lo HOME MISSIONS come*
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but not the kind he’s headed for.

foreign mission board/sbc/richmond

as well as others, throughout the na­
tion. Baptist pastors and missionaries 
in the area and state leaders such as 
Executive Secretary W. Douglas 
Hudgins and Editor Joe T. Odle have 
served tirelessly and effectively. These 
workers pay high tribute to the sacri­
ficial Christian response of our Baptist 
people in the

As I write in late September, 
slightly more than a month since the 
hurricane, clothing and other articles 
have been sent in such abundance that 
pastors and associational missionaries 
on the Mississippi Gulf coast are re­
questing that no more goods be sent. 
Their warehouses are full, and im­
mediate needs have been cared for.

He's young, idealistic, ambitious. 
He’s determined there must be 
change at any cost.
He's right about the need for 
change. But he's mistaken about 
where that change must come. 
The revolution he needs is a 
change of heart—the kind that 
comes with personal faith in Christ.

The gospel, of course, offers the 
best way to help change people— 
from within.
You know that. But Carlos doesn't. 
Someone has talked to him about 
other methods of change—such 
as communism.
No one has ever talked to him 
about Christ.

As of September 24, over $233,OO( 
in cash had been sent to the Mis 
sissippi Baptist Convention for relie 
purposes, coming from throughou 
the south and across the nation 
Money will be the urgent need in th« 
months ahead, as families am 
churches move to normalcy as rapidh 
as possible. Funds for this purpost 
may be sent to the state Baptist con 
vention offices.

It is obvious that HMB resources 
can never be large enough to meet 
more than a small fraction of such 
needs. We feel, however, that there is 
much that can be done in offering im­
mediate help in both money and per­
sonnel. The experience in Alaska and 
Mississippi, as well as in other states, 
has furnished a background against 
which to prepare for more effective 
service in the years ahead.

Thomas E. Carter, secretary of the •, 
HMB’s Department of Christian 
Social Ministries and the man re­
sponsible for directing the Board’s 
service in this field, stated in a recent 
report, that "we are now exploring 
ways to cooperate with the Red Cross 
in future disaster relief, thereby 
gaining status, credentials, definite 
responsibilities, and authority to be in 
the area. We can do this with definite 
plans for immediate and identifiable 
Baptist relief action.” Other religious 
groups, such as the Salvation Army 
and Seventh Day Adventists, have 
such recognition and it is now ap­
parent that a denomination of the 
strength and dispersion of Southern 
Baptist should likewise be involved 
meaningfully.

Carter stated also that such dis­
asters, when people are placed in 
a condition of helplessness and suf­
fering, present “an opportunity for 
Baptists to act out the gospel of Christ 
in meaningful ways of helpfulness ” 
He continued: “One of our greate t 
problems is that some Baptists w.ll 
not do anything with anybody exce H 
other selected Baptists... and thereby 
miss one of life’s unique ways of wt- 
nessing for Christ through cOncrt e 
expressions of love, compassion, a d 
concern. If we are to do an effect: e 
work of disaster relief we will have o 
minister to any people who are n 
need, and we must have cooperat e 
efforts with others who deal w h 
disasters.” w

As a denomination we havroi n 
late in tooling up for such servi e. 
The start has now been made, a d 
hopefully the service of South* n 
Baptists through their HMB, as v .11 
as through their own direct effo: s, 
will become even more worthy i id 
Christ-honoring in the years ahead

'Evangelism 
New Role 

in the 
Struggle 

for 
World 

Peace"
continued from page 17

poverished millions of the world.

Home Missio s

our personal trust fundamentally rest
•5 in our chariots and warriors, or do we

We
witness the aecay of our cities and the 
inhumane life that millions must en­
dure.

Yet, only about $1.84 of every 100 
tax dollars are devoted to community 
development and housing. Recently, 
it was calculated that New York City 
pays more money in federal taxes for 
national defense than it spends on the 
welfare of its own city. Yet, what 
poses the greatest threat to our coun­
try? Nationalistic rebellions against 
corrupt governments in distant lands? 
Or the unrest and hopelessness found 
in the heart of Harlem?

When we, as evangelicals, conclude 
that our nation is not following God’s 
way, then we must speak out. That 
niust be part of o,ur witness. And that 
is where each of us can express his 
personal responsibility.

The nation of Israel experienced 
situations similar to that of our own 
land. In their quest for stability and 
power, they were often tempted to 
t ust in their military power as the 
ultimate source of their security, 
f-osea warned prophetically against 
t iis danger: "Because you have 
t usted in your chariots and the mul-
t tude of your warriors, therefore shall 
t e tumult arise among your people.” 
( losea 10:13-14) __ __

really believe that peace is a gift 
granted by God, and not a utopia in­
sured with our armed might?

Our individual convictions on this 
matter, as Christians and citizens, 
will have an effect on our nation’s 
destiny.

Our point of individual involvement, 
then, can begin with an evaluation of 
our own attitudes and values concern­
ing the Christian commission to seek 
peace. We must look within ourselves 
and see if we truly possess God’s inner 
peace. We must look to our families, 
and to those close to us, and ask if we 
are pursuing God’s peace in all these 
relationships.

We must look to our communities: 
what are we doing about the frustrated 
needs of many who inhabit them? We 
must look to our country; are we as a 
people truly seeking God’s path to 
peace? How are we involved in speak­
ing forth our convictions, and causing 
our nation to change its course? 
Finally, we must look to the world; 
what have we done to alleviate the 
human misery and cultural chasms 
that destroy the foundations of any 
lasting peace?

Changes in people will have to occur 
if we are to discover any true peace. 
People must transform their values, 
their attitudes, and their purpose in 
life. This, in part, is the meaning of 
conversion. The life which becomes 
oriented around the person of Christ 
is radically re-created. He is no longer 
in complete bondage to his selfish 
goals. The focus of his life is seeking 
to do God’s will. God’s spirit injects 
new life—Christ’s life. Thus, values, 
attitudes and purposes become re­
formulated. The world is visualized 
through its Creator’s perspective, and 
his peace is sought.

Thus, the mission of peace cannot 
be severed from the task of evan­
gelism. Seeking peace requires wit­
nessing to God's will, judging nations, 
orienting one’s life to the purposes of 
his peace, influencing the thinking of 
public, action in love towards our 
neighbors, and proclaiming the power 
of Christ to remake human life ac­
cording to the “fulness of Christ."

tire course of civilization as the mes­
sage of Christ’s life spread throughout 
the Roman Empire.

Today we also must leave our in­
stitutional seclusion and go forth into 
the midst of the world’s suffering and 
turmoil. We go with love to bring 
peace. We cannot be bound by our 
institutions, our organizations, and 
our comforts—all those things that 
serve as spiritual security blankets. 
We must seek to bring fulfillment to 
every need—to bring peace to every 
conflict.

We cannot protect the status quo. 
We know that peace is not static. The 
Christian must realize that the impact 
of his message challenges and ques­
tions things as they are, and claims 
that new life is possible.

So we go forth into the world seeing 
new possibilities—grasping God’s 
-vision of what he can do. We have 
the certain hope that he can impart 
ne\y life—new life to individuals, to 
nations, and to all creation. That hope 
is based in the Risen Christ. All his­
tory is consummated in him. He is 
our Peace. ■ -\

There is 
no better 
Bible 
than a

Cambridge 
\ Bibles J

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE 1

6% INTEREST

( iosea 10:13-14) Today our situation is much like
The question is not whether we that which faced the primitive church.

s' ould have an army, but rather, it is As a small band, they faced a pagan 
u tether our trust rests solely in our world. But they did not choose to re- 
n ilitary power as a means of insuring ' ' - - ■
o ir security and peace. The Scripture 
d >es not condone such a trust.

You and I are confronted personally 
* th thi^. issue. Where is our trust? Do 
* -• believe that our military might is 
tl e final guarantee of our peace? Does

main in Jerusalem, fortifying them­
selves against their enemies. They be­
came the church dispersed, the church 
on mission. Brave small bands in-
filtrated all levels of society through­
out the known world. The impact 
was revolutionary, changing the en-
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"Weekday Ministries 
f Produce Exciting

Kjv'oiica lu-intpd a dnrtnratp.
The initiation of weekly ministries 
in churches continues to accelerate 
across the Convention. More pastors 
and church leaders are coming to see 
the excellent opportunities these offer 
for evangelism and Christian ministry.

Missionary Gladys Farmer, director 
of weekday ministries for the Russell 
Association in Phenix City, Ala., tells 
of a recent experience. She was teach­
ing a mission study book to a WMU 
group from 22 churches. Two sessions 
were given to the study and in atten­
dance for both sessions were several 
persons who had been ministered to 
through the weekday program. 
Among these was a large family.

During one of the sessions the step- 
lather asked if he might say a few 
words. Miss Farmer admits her heart 

*• beat accelerated considerably because 
she feared his intentions might be to 
solicit financial help for his family. 
But she sighed with joy when he said, 
“I want you all to ..know what these 
weekday classes mean. Judy (the 11- 
year-old) came home and talked with 
us about her belief in God and that she 
wants to be a missionary. We just 
wanted to make this desire of hers 
public and commit her to you, Miss 
Farmer, to show her the way to go.” 

“The following day at Bible Class," 
Miss Farmer said, “this precious child 
asked if she might talk with me then. 
After expressing her assurance of sal­
vation, and of God’s call in her young 
life she said, ‘I want to join this church 
Sunday and be baptized—then, Miss 
Farmer, Where do I start?’”

From the campus of Texas A&M 
University comes this interesting
story:

Five years ago James P. Thompson 
was a tax attorney with a successful 
practice and a good income. Today 
he is a Baptist minister attending 
Texas A&M University under the 
National Science Foundation’s Aca­
demic Year Institute.

Many reasons are involved in a stu­
dent’s selection of one college over 
another, but Thompson feels his 
choice of A&M is the result of God’s 
guidance. Thompson chose A&M

36

ENCOUNTER
by Kenneth Day

because he wanted a doctorate in sci-
ence education and because he wanted 
to continue his ministry to Spanish­
speaking people. At A&M he is doing 
both.

A 1958 accounting graduate of Los 
Angeles State College, the Dallas- 
born minister received a law degree in 
1962 from Loyola University School 
of Law. He began a lucrative practice 
as a tax attorney but soon discovered 
that “something was missing.”

“I was indifferent towards religion,” 
the 36-year-old minister admits. “I 
was a mediocre church-goer, so I 
decided to put some meaning into my 
religious life.” He began regular 
chwch attendance, studied the Bap­
tist religion and got vmat he calls “a 
good dose of salvation.”

Thompson experienced a turning 
point in his life as he Began to under­
stand the biblical story of the rich 
man who came to Jesus. “Jesus told 
him to keep the commandments,” 
Thompson relates. “Weil the young 
man said ‘I do that’ and Jesus said 
‘sell what you have, give to the poor 
and follow me.’ This followed me and 
worried me. I wondered if Jesus liter­
ally meant it,” Thompson confided, 
“after long periods of soul-searching, 
I became convinced He meant just 
what He said. It was a' straight­
forward question with an equally di­
rect answer.”

Thompson closed his practice, 
moved his family to Mexico and began 
his ministry to the poor. “I’ve never 
been sorry,” he declared.

After two years of mission work in 
central and northern Mexico, he ac­
cepted the pastorate of the First Bap­
tist Church in La Joya, Texas. He re­
ceived no salary from the church but 
supported himself by teaching science 
and math in the La Joya Junior High 
School. “1 wanted to earn a living and 
continue my ministry,” he said. “I 
considered this the best of two worlds 
- classroom teaching and pastoring 
the church, plus serving the Mexican 
missions across the border in the 
Sierra Madre Oriental Mountains.”

From La Joya, Thompson and his

Results"
family took food, medical supplies 
and Bibles to the people in the Nuevo 
Leon state of Mexico. Some supplies 
were bought with donations from 
churches in Houston, Fort Worth and 
La Joya. The remainder of the costs 
came from Thompson’s teaching 
salary.

Thompson applied to numerous 
NSF institutes when he decided to 
continue his education and received 
acceptance from a number of univer­
sities. Because he wanted to continue 
his ministry as well he sought the aid 
of -the Language Missions Depart­
ment of the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas in securing a pastorate 
in a Latin American church near one 
of the Texas universities.

The area missionary for the Creath- 
Brazos Baptist Association put him in 
contact with the First Mexican Baptist 
Church which later accepted Thomp­
son as pastor. He then accepted the 
NSF Fellowship at A&M. He, his 
wife and their five children, moved to 
Bryan in mid-May.

Thompston feels that his degree in 
science education will prepare him to 
serve the Lord more effectively. 
“With this education I can better 
understand the world and its makeup 
and better counsel others in the 
area of man’s relationship to his 
environment,” he explained. “So 
far my scientific studies have re­
inforced my beliefs that there need 
be no unresolvable conflict between 
the scientific and religious commu­
nities.” He hopes to work with tie 
scientific community to explain tie 
relevance of the teachings of tie 
Bible to technology and the chair - 
ing environment.

Thompson’s 200 member congreg i- 
tion is the only independent Mexican- 
American Southern Baptist chun h 
serving the Bryan-Collegog^Statii n 
area. The services have been exclusiv 
ly in Spanish, which Thompson spea s 
fluency, but plans are to add Engli h 
services in order to widen the ministi;.

How long will he remain and wh it 
will he do when he completes I is 
studies? “I’ve left that in the han Is 
of the Lord,” Thompson insists. ■

Home Missions

Chaplains 
Prayer 

Calendar
DEC. 1: William D. Cooper, Tenn.. Navy; 

Donald G. Hollenbeck, Mo., Air Force; 
Charles H. Pitts, Ga.. Navy; Gale Kerry 
Powell, Ark., Navy. DEC. 2: William H. 
Morgan. La., Army. DEC. 4: Donald G. Wil­
son. Va., Army; Henry C. Irvin, Va., Air 
Force; Woodson M. Mims. Ariz., hospital; 
Robert E. Lowery, La., hospital. DEC. 5: 
William H. Graham, III, Tex., Army; James 
H. Sanders, Tex., institutional; Carl T. Healer, 
Tex., Navy; E. A. Verdery, Ga., hospital; 
Harold P. Wells. Fla., Army; D. W. Cusack, 
S. C., hospital. DEC. 6: Calvin W. McCarter, 
Tex., Air Force; Harvey Joe Mills, Tex., 
Army.

DEC. 7: Max E. Dunks. Tex., Navy; Robert 
C. Harllee, Fla., Army; Ralph J. Park. Ky., 
Army. DEC: 8: Jack E. Sutherland, Fla., 
Army; Fred Allen, Rothermal, Tex., Navy. 
DEC. 9: Jerry D. Autrey, N. C„ Army; Bryant 
R. Nobles, Fla., Navy; Theodore J. Rogers. 
Ohio, Navy; Bradas L. Simmons, Miss., 
Navy. DEC. 10: Billy M. Hayes, Miss., Army; 
Robert T. Latham. Tex.. Army; Gerald W. 
Marshall, Tex., Air Force; Charles D. Mc- 
Knighl, Tenn., hospital; DEC. IF: Curtis W. 
Brannan, Mo., Navy; William D Harbour, 
Miss., Army; Philip E. Jenkins, Va., Navy.

DEC. 12: C. O. Biabie. Okla., institutional; 
Travis L. Blaisdell, Tex.. Air Force. DEC. 14: 
Thomas B. Fanning, Miss., hospital; Paul D. 
Robinson. Ala., Navy; Robert M. White. Tex., 
Air Force. DEC. 15: Fank B. Baggott, Fla.. 
Navy; Hal H. Eaton, Mo., Navy; Tommy L. 
Thompson, Fla., Army. DEC. 16: Hiram J. 
Williams. S. C., Armv: Robert E. Maples, 
Mo., Army. DEC. 17: Marion S. Reynolds 
Jr., Ky' Air orce; Oscar H. Barrow Jr. Va.. 
Army; Talmadge C. Carr, Tex., Air Force; 
Eugene T. Johnson. Tex.. Army; Johnie L. 
Perry. Fla., Navy; Wayne A. Stewart, Kan.. 
Navy. DEC. 18: james A. Carter, Mo.. Army; 
Carlos J. Lively Jr., Tenn., Army; Adlai L. 
Lucas, S. C., institutional; Edwin J. Rowan 
111, S. C., Army. DEC. 19: John M. Daniel­
son, Fla., Navy; Kenneth B. Bial. Tex., hos­
pital; Waleter E. D. Griffin, Tex., Amy; Jerrell 
L. McNutt, Mo., hospital; William T. 
Wallace, S. C.. A(r Force; David J. Williams. 
N. Y., Navy.

DEC. 20: Wade G. Houston, Minnesota, 
Army; Wallace H. Whatley, Miss., Navy; 
\ubret H. White, Ala., Navy. DEC. 21: 
Varner Phillip Blackburn. Miss.. Navv; Al­

lert J. Blasingame, Tex., Air Force: Joe A. 
Davis, Tex., Navy; Leonard H. Miller. Tenn., 
'tmy; Carl Kiochi. Kinoshita. Hawaii. Army. 

DEC. 22: Arthur J. Camp, Okla., Air Force; 
William E. Thompson Jr., Va., Navy. DEC. 
71: William R. Hollis. Miss., Army; John P. 
i irkland, Ky., Army; William D. Martin, 
!•. C., hospital; Benjamin H. Walters, Ga., 
> ir Force.

DEC. 24: Jerry H. Holland, Ga.. Army; 
J imes W. Kelly, Ark., Navy. DEC. 25: Clin- 
t n Helton, Ky., Army; Alla W. Robertson, 

ex.. Navy; C. J. Lawrence, Tex., institutional.
I EC. 26: Richard R. Helvcston, Fla., Navy; 
( Varies Duane Wilson, Fla., Navy. DEC. 27: 
< ene K. McIntosh, Ky., Air Force; Leonard 
' . Storey, La., Army; Douglas E. Vaughn, 
1 :x.. Army; R. L. Cook, La., hospital. DEC. 
7 : Gordon H. Griffin, Miss., Navy; Wyatt B. 
I immond, Tex., hospital; Major H. Phillips 
J ., N. C„ Army; William W. Taylor, Mo., 
A ir Force. DEC. 30: Billy J. Price. Ga.. Army: 
7 Jrman C. Walker Jr.. Mo., Army. DEC. 31: 
F ank C. Riley, Ga., Army.
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See How Much Happiness
Music Brings

Smiling faces, tender young minds learning 
about God. Isn’t this what you want for 
the children you love?

Broadman children’s recordings present 
God and the world in music and language 
children understand.

Each album pictured below has at least one 
song about Christmas, with God Sent His 
Son being devoted entirely to Christmas.

This year, give happiness and knowledge- 
give Broadman children’s recordings.

Select BROADMAN Music at Your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE



Wise 
Shoppers 

Give 
Books 

for 
Christmas

Christmas: A 
Pictorial Pilgrimage 
Pierre Benoit, Elhanan Hagolani, 
and Konrad Leube. Discover the 
Holy Land through Scripture, 
fascinating photographs, and 
valuable commentary. $7.95

The Trees of Christinas 
Twenty-three traditional and 
contemporary interpretations . . . 
each accompanied by a full-page 
color photograph and directions 
for constructing all hand-made 
decorations. $7.95

A More Excellent Way 
Chester A. Pennington. Sensitive 
illustrations enhance a fresh 
interpretation of the most famous 
description of love—First Corin­
thians, chapter 13. $2.25

The
Interpreter's Bible 
An essential reference for any 
minister’s collection. Each volume, 
$8.75; twelve-volume set, $89.50; 
deluxe leather edition (sets only), 
$199.50

^The Interpreter's 
Dictionary 
Of the Bible
An illustrated encyclopedia . . . 
over 1,000 illustrations in black and 
white, 32 pages in color, 24 pages 
of maps. Over 7,500 entries.
4-voIume set, $45

Young Readers Bible * 
A complete RSV Bible designed for 
today's young reader. Special 
features: over 600 two-color illus­
trations, 8 pages of color maps, 
and much more. Pages 8’A" x 11". 
$6.95
• Published by A. J. Holman Co. Distributed 
exclusively by ABINGDON PRESS

Young Readers 
Dictionary 
Of the Bible
A companion to the YRB . . . geared 
for use with the RSV. Includes 
numerous illustrations, full­
color maps, time chart $5.95

Look At Us, Lord
Robert Marshall Haven; photo­
graphs by Janies R. Finney. Intense 
prayer/poems and poignant pho­
tography depict an unforgettable 
view of life. $4.95

How the Littlest 
Cherub Was Late 
For Christmas
Minton C. Johnston. Humor and 
pathos abound in this imaginative 
story of how the Littlest Cherub 
discovers one of life’s great 
truths. For all ages. $2.95

Sunrise to Starlight 
Compiled by May Detherage. To 
delight, encourage, amuse, and 
guide—a collection of wisdom from 
the world’s great writers. Bound in 
olive Kivar kidskin. $4.95

Better Than the Birds 
Smarter Than the Bees 
Helen Jean Bum. No-nonsense 
answers to honest questions about 
sex and growing up—based on 
talks with young people. $2.50

ORDER FROM YOUR

abingdon press

H,—

A moon man plants "Old Glory" in the dust of the Sea of Tranquil­
ity .. .

Shaded by skyscrapers, a migrant worker starves in abject poverty . . . 
With wrinkles camouflaging 'his once handsome face, an Eskimo 

chokes on the loneliness of growing old without friends . . .
A flower girl strips to bathe publicly with her male companions . . . 
This is the world into which our Lord has placed us. There is no going 

back.
We are here.
We must live.

Because we are Christians, living is getting involved; for Southern 
Baptists, the Cooperative Program is one vehicle. Far more effective 
than pious phrases signifying nothing and religious activities too often 
void of positive action, here is one definite, realistic addition to the 
valid personal ministry that is the responsibility of every Christian. 
Our goal at the Home Mission Board is identical with yours: to excite 
the nation about Christ. Over 50 percent of our support is provided 
by the Cooperative Program. Your gifts arm us and other Southern 
Baptist agencies with some of the needed resources to reach twenty- 
first century America.



No. 4721

The sentiments cor 
warmth and mean 
Christmas.

No. 4706

— 
Greet your friends and relatives with 
these beautiful full color Christmas 
cards!

These high quality french-fold 
cards, size x5Vfs, are priced at 
only 4C each ($4.00 per box of 
100 o* one design, plus postage) In­
cluding white mailing envelopes.

c' Please order by serial number 
hi from this Illustrated assortment, and 

your cards will be shipped to you 
promptly.

No. 4667

——


