


ill MINISTER IN A 

_ .Neon-TajtoecJ 
’ DreamIamI

Jim Reid's "congregation" is the often-ignored show people of 
the nation’s open-all-night city. Las Vegas. Nevada • Text 
by Mary-Violet Burns Photography by Don Rutledge

James Reid came out of his church every Sunday night, 
looked at the strip down the hill and asked himself If 
Jesus were here would his pulpit be in this building or on 

that strip’ Reid kept getting the same answer-on that strip
For months, he tried to ignore it.
But the feeling that he was refusing to follow God's leader­

ship plagued him. In mid-1970, with no visible means of support 
for himself arrtf”|iis lamily. he resigned his pastorate and 
moved his pi^Jpit Io the streets of the Las Vegas strip,



where he became unofficial minister to the show 
people of that fantasy land where life begins at 
sunset and ends at dawn.

Reid found his decision to give up a steady job 
particularly difficult because of his large family. 
But with wife, Janice, working and his substitute 
teaching, financial ends were met Now ten months 
into his ministry, he is an appointee of the South­
ern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Reid was committed to pastor Faith Baptist 
Church, and his decision to leave was not an 
either/or proposition—either the church or the 
strip. He was confident, however, that at this pe­
riod in his life, his place was the strip. "I felt 
moved to begin a Christian witness in this place," 
he says. "I feel that my ministry is the Lord s will; 
praise the Lord."

Because he is so strongly convinced that it was 
God's guidance that led him to the strip ministry, 
Reid does not want to exploit the people there. For 
instance, he refuses to accept revival speaking 
engagements that arise from publicity of his work 
on the Las Vegas strip.

"I was a pastor here for six years and never got 
an invitation to preach a revival," Reid says. 
"Since I've been involved in this strip ministry. in­
vitations have come in by the dozens."

The Reids—including a wife and six children— 
moved to Henderson, Nev., near Las Vegas, six 
years ago when Reid was chosen to head Faith 

Church. At this time he felt that show business— 
especially the Las Vegas brand—was dirty and the 
dirt extended to show people. "I used to take peo­
ple who visited us down to the strip," Reid remem­
bers. "and feel dirty for three days afterward."

Overcoming his "pious" revulsion for the strip 
was difficult for Reid, but he realized a strip minis­
try must equate, in uniqueness, the uniqueness of 
the strip.

To better relate to show people, the 40-year-old 
clergyman adopted a manner of dress that does 
not brand him "minister" and thereby hamper his' 
attempts to mingle with his "congregation." A typ­
ical outfit features a brown lace man's shirt ac­
companied by a gold and brown sleeveless coat 
and bell-bottomed trousers. The garb is topped off 
by long sideburns and long hair.

Reid fits his "working" hours to the waking 
hours of his parishioners. "My ministry is to people 
with screwball hours," Reid says.

Originally he led Bible studies in three hotels 
three nights a week. But by the end of 1970 he had 
begun three more Bible study periods. "We now 
have a study in several of the major places on the 
strip, including such famous spots as the Sahara 
Hotel and the Dunes Hotel." r

Reid also has an English class for Japanese 
show people (held one night a week at one a.m.)
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Dressing rooms and backstage areas of clubs are the 
setting for Bible study periods Strip Minister Jim Reid 
(opposite page) stands in front of the Dunes Hotel, one 
of several major hotels/casinos where show people meet 
between performances for their particular kind of wor­
ship service Above, Reid Stimulates discussion of scrip­
ture in the hope that its message of God s affirmation of 
mankind will seep through. Reid s Christmas eve Strip 
service drew 300 people In his 15-minute sermon. Reid 
related the Talmud account that the shepherds were the 
first century's social outcasts because their tending- 
the-flock'1 hours conflicted with temple worship services. 
The minister compared his parishoners to the shepherds, 
reminding them that the choir of angels made the initial 
announcement of Jesus' birth to a group of outcasts.

and another class for Cuban members of the Latin 
Fire Follies Show In this group are practicioners 
of religions like devil worship and voodoo.

Reid mingles easily with stage hands, pit bosses 
and bartenders. His face is familiar and his 
work well known on the strip. But this was not 

always the case.
"Beginning the ministry was difficult, because I 

was lost on the strip," Reid explains. "I had no 
ideas and no 'in' with the right people."

Reid began by beginning. He approached peo­
ple, introduced himself and explained what he 
wanted to do. He developed friendships with show 
people by entering into conversation with them. He 
made no intentional, overt attempt at "evangeliza­
tion" but just established rapport.

In one such conversation metaphysics was the 
topic. Reid was unfamiliar with metaphysics so he 
researched it. In subsequent conversations he 
laced his comments with references to Christianity. 
Because the people he spoke with knew little
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Reid has more than a peripheral interest in show 
people; he is concerned about them as individuals. 
For example, Reid^ias learned the names and reli­
gious views of many people on the Strip, including 

members of the Latin'Fire Follies revue—the first 
group he met after beginning his Las Vegas minis­

try. Right, a chorus girl, a member of the show, 
stops Reid to ask his advice; below, male perfor­

mers in the revue chat with Reid during a post­
midnight conversational English class Reid teaches

exists among show people, most of whom, he 
says, are admirably honest.

about Christianity they began to read the Bible. 
Reid's Wednesday night Bible study was born from 
these conversations over coffee.

Reid understands the resentment many Las Ve­
gas show people feel for the institutional church. 
For instance, the members of his Bible class con­
sider themselves something of a congregation, but, 
"the word church" is strictly off limits here,"' Reid 

says. "These people feel Jike the church doesn't 
want them as they are."

He does not attempt to persuade anyone, to 
change his profession once he accepts Christian­
ity. "I don't feel like it's my place to tell anybody 
that he has to quit doing anything," Reid explains. 
"If the Holy Spirit is who I think he is. that's the 
Holy Spirit's work.” Reid feels a high moral code

Sunday worship services are held at 5 p.m. in a 
meeting room of a large strip hotel. The aver­
age attendance is between 40 and 50. It is 

many show people's only opportunity for a corpo­
rate worship experience.

The inevitable question of whether Las Vegas is 
a fitting atmosphere in which to raise children is 
no hangup for this St. Louis, Mo., native and his 
spouse. •*

"I have discovered that our children have the 
same problems, but no more, than they woulc 
have growing up in any other city. Our oldest sor 
is a very strong Christian."-

TODAY
I saw the small tender teenager 
huddled inside herself.
She nestled under her poncho close beside the building 
to block the chill of the early morning wind, 
rhe street was her home 
and it was at its bleakest.
The gray light traced the lines of neglect, 
and loneliness looked out from sad, empty eyes. 
She must have thought of warmer times, "
and of a mother whose heart ached, 
as her body now hurt, 
but she might have squatted there 
because she wanted her mother in pain. "

We were the first customers of the morning, 
met by a stooped thin shadow of a man 
holding weakly to his job.
His clothes, reflected his careless way with life 
and his reddened eyes and puffy face 
prepared me for the spirit of his breath. 
The junk and trash 
of old records old magazines old stereos 
formed a narrow aisle to the rear office 
and told a story of fading interests. 
The store and the life strangely matched, 
as if no one cared about either.

H.d I seen the strong arms by themselves, 
my mind would have completed the body, 
making it strong, virile, robust— 
instead I saw a crippled, shuffling man. 
He moved by balancing himself upon the crutches, 
then throwing his legs forward.
It was progress more by will than by muscle. 
He was on his way through the ghetto trash 
to the barricaded corner store.
A smile crossed his face for a friend. 
Crippled, poor, black— 
and still a smile for a friend.

by Walker L. Knight

t The little movements betrayed him. 
gg They never stopped.
w He tapped the pencil, w straightened the silverware, 
f- Smoked. Ate. Talked.

These were safety valves for the turmoil inside.
If they ever stopped his 'heart might explode 

or his mind would destroy itself.
'Twas the price he had paid for success • 
and now with purchase made /
he was stuck with shoddy merchandise.

She smiled, a light but heavy smile, 
for as hostess she was expected to be gay. 
But in the quieter moments 
the smile faded and sorrow had its way. 
Word had come about her mother's illness, 
a cancerous growth beyond doctor's skill. 
And tomorrow she would fly to bedside. 
Che minutes dragged through the laughter 

ntil the guests could leave.
They hugged and kissed and bade farewell. 
"These moments helped," she answered solicitation, 
"They took my mind away."

By the happenstance of the way we think, 
by the categories of organization, 
by the legacy of history, 
by the accident of birth, 
by the Inclinations of our lives, 
by the working out of our days, 
by our friendship with Him— 
Cod put a nation on our hearts.

And he gave us the word of friendship;
,' "Our message is that Cod was making friends 

of all men through Christ.
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FOR THE 
FUTURE

/jknnie Armstrong was a paradox—a gentle woman >vith a 
dynamite interior. "Miss Annie" was farsighted; she^was 
keenly aware of the need for missionaries in this coutry as 
well as abroad.

In gratitude for her commitment to missions and her 
vision, the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions was born. Today it provides almost half the op­
erating budget of the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board, including the support of nearly 2,300 missionaries 
working in thq United States, Panama and Puerto Rico.

This year the goal is $6,000,000. The bulk of the offering 
will go to language missions—ministries to America's eth­
nic and culture groups. Another large sum will aid young 
churches struggling for maturity and will help establish 
new churches, supporting their pastors until they are 
strong enough.

Portions of the offering will support Baptist efforts in 
community ministry, Christian social ministries that reach 
out to where people hurt in day-to-day living.

In the collage of humanity on these pages are represen­
tatives of the "world" which Christians are called to serve. 
These are the people with whom home missionaries in- a 
volve themselves for Christ's sake.

Annie Armstrong, a gentle, delicate lady who dreamed 
big and gave herself for her dream—a dream kept alive 
today by the unselfish gifts of Southern Baptists who 
care. MVB



Executives Word by Arthur B. Rutledge 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, HMB

ALLOCATION OF 1971

A WEE TO WATCH
ANNIE ARMSTRONG 
EASTER OFFERING

The Week of Prayer for Home Mis­
sions, 1971, could well be a time of 
earnest prayer for our nation, as we 
struggle with its multiplicity of prob­
lems.

I trust that every Southern Baptist 
congregation is preparing now for a 
church-wide, major emphasis on 
home missions March 7-14. I have 
been impressed with the creativity 
and imagination churches revpal as 
they present the challenge of America 
to the entire church community.

Southern Baptists are indebted to 
the WomaR^s Missionary Union for 
initiating the annual Week of Prayer 
for Home Missions. The week can be 
an outstanding opportunity fpr men 
and women, youth and children of 
the denomination to acquaint them­
selves with Home Missions' accom­
plishments and needs.

The 1971 theme is "Sharing . . . 
With One or One Thousand." One of 
the background scripture passages is 
Acts 4:20 (TEV): "For we cannot stop 
speaking of what we ourselves have 
seen and heard." Here is an expres­
sion of the ultimate objective of every 
home missions effort, and indeed 
every church activity: to share our 
faith with all people.

From an organizational viewpoint, 
the beginning point in fulfilling this 
mission is the individual church. It is 
through the church that Cod reaches 
out, calling others into this fellowship 
of faith. The church, through its 
words of the gospel, its acts of mercy 
and its spirit of compassion, must be 
Cod's chief instrument for calling 
people of all races and places to him.

Members of churches gathered in 
Augusta, Ca., in 1845 to form the 
Home (then Domestic) Mission Board 
and the Foreign Mission Board. Their 
purpose, as I interpret it, was not to 
create a way for the church to evade 
its responsibility for sharing the gos­

pel, but to provide channels through 
which each church could fulfill this 
responsibility.

There were great needs in those 
days, a century and a quarter ago. But 
needs are far greater today; America's 
population is now over 200 million, 
compared with 8 million in 1845. 
Large urban areas have borne new 
crises. The influx of persons from 
other countries has placed a foreign 
mission field at our door. Poverty and 
alienation, so ironic in our affluent 
society, ^jmand unusual Christian 
understanding and service. *

The work of every church in its 
own community is a part of home 
missions in its broadest sense*—inter­
preted as a part of the effort under 
God to help churches, usually 
through associations and state con­
ventions, to understand needs and 
develop programs for serving people 
in their localities.

But even when churches have re­
sponded, to their capacity, to persons 
of every circumstance, urgent needs 
for God-called, well-trained, full-time 
vocational missionaries still remain. 
Today you are helping support over 
2,000 missionaries in the United 
States, Puerto Rico and Panama. God 
is blessing the efforts of these men 
and women and Christian influence is 
being exerted.

The Week of Prayer for Home Mis­
sions provides opportunities to take a 
fresh look at one's own community, 
and to be inspired to find ways to live 
one's faith with people, one-by-one 
or by the thousands.

The Week of Prayer provides 
opportunity to study the work of the 
Home Mission Board in undergirding 
and helping to spearhead Southern 
Baptist witness where our work is 
small.

The Week of Prayer reminds every 
church and every church member of 

the privilege he enjoys in making 
liberal once-a-year contribution to th« 
work of home missions, in addition t< 
the basic continuing support which 
the churches provide through th« 
Cooperative Program.

This year's Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering is exceptionally important 
Economic pressures which affected 
families, churches and state conven­
tions, resulted in a decline in the 1970 
ottering. In 1969 the offering reached 
the alltime high mark of $5,045,783. 
and in 1970 hopes were that it would 
reach at least $5.5 million. But it ap­
pears that the 1970 offering will only 
total about $4,950,000.

While the Cooperative Program has 
provided increased support year by 
year, the Home 'Mission Board's Co­
operative Program allocation for 1971 
is just four percent higher than in 
1970, and in 1970 the operating funds 
allocation was just two percent higher 
than the previous year. Obviously 
such increases do not keep up with 
the rising costs of operation.

As a result, in 1970, for the first 
time in many years, there was no in­
crease in the number of home mis­
sionaries. The Annie Armstrong 
Offering of 1971 will have much to sav 
about whether we continue to e>- 
pand.

I trust that every church will set i 
goal, much higher than the 1970 con­
tribution, so that this year your Hom- 
Mission Board may respond affirma­
tively to appeals it has been forced t > 
decline or delay in months just past­
while continuing its brqad and signin 
icant nationwide ministry.* *

The Annie&rmstrong offering is mom y 
invested in man's future, for it is used to 
significantly change the lives of peopl .

bringing individuals of every race ar.d 
opinion—like those at right and on tl e 

previous page—into brotherhood in Chris

It is recommended that the following distribution be 
made:
For Support of Ongoing Programs $4,780,000
• Evangelism Projects ...................................... 200,000
• Chaplaincy Ministries .......................................... 25,000

Ministry to military personnel Chaplain—Mayo Clinic
• Christian Social Ministries ................................ 850,000

Baptist Centers; Youth and family services; literacy. Migrant 
missions; Disaster relief

• language Missions............................................ 1,500,000
Spanish; Chinese; Japanese. Slavic; Indians; Deaf; Panama; 
Puerto Rico

• Establishing New Churches 900,000
Mission Pastors

• Pioneer, Metropolitan. Rural-Urban 
Missions........................................................... 865,000
Superintendents of Missions

• National Baptists .............. 375,000
Missionaries

• Nonevangelicals ,......  65,000
Field Ministries f

For Special Mission Projects 720,000
• Student Summer Missionaries ........................ 250,000

To assist the Board in sending out 700 college students for ten 
weeks in summer missions.

• US-2 Missionaries ................................................ 100,000
To assist the Board in sending out 65 college graduates as US- 
2 missionaries for a period of two years.

• Mission Buildings 200,000
To assist the Board in providing mission buildings to be used 
by language groups, Baptist centers, etc.

• Disaster Relief ........................................................... 25,000
To assist the Board in providing aid to churches and commu­
nities severely affected by a major disaster.

• Margaret Fund Scholarships ............................. 100,000
To assist the Board in providing scholarships to the children 
of missionaries.

• National Baptist Scholarships ................................. 25,000
To assist the Board in providing scholarships to dedicated 
Negro young people who express a desire to enter church 
vocations.

• Language Missions Scholarships .........................  20,000
To assist the Board in providing scholarships to language cul­
ture young people who express a desire to enter church vo­
cations.

Church Pastoral Aid ................................................ 350,000
To assist the Board in providing continued church pastoral aid 
to situations started in Project 500

Special Assistance in Critical Areas ...................... 150,000
To assist the Board in providing Christian social ministries and 
related ministries, not otherwise provided for in the budget, 
in areas and communities with critical needs

$6,000,000
The above items will be provided in the order listed as funds are re-
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eginning God

them, and God said unto them. Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and- replenish the earth, and snhdue it . . . And (hid saw 
ervthing that he had made. and. hehold. it was \ ei v good.



..The Earth, 
Mourns ana

The eerie, penetrating warning cannot help 
startle. Listen for a moment, as you breathe 
air: as you are assaulted by the sounds of 
blaring, traffic honking, machines whirring: 
brush aside the morning mail into that 
you keep just to the right of the desk; 
alarming results of that centuries' old

We live in a small portion of a 
though blessed with abundant natural 
United States’ supply—like those 
earth—is also finite. Elementary, 
truth is we of the United States are 
our future—without regard for 
One person in the U.S. consumes 
and pollutes the environment

you 
file 

to the

Al- 
the

the entire 
but the 

spending 
consequences,

many resources 
as 80 in In-

I personally doubt that dlaastroua eco- 
loglc backlash can bo avoided simply by 
applying to our problems more science 
and more technology. Our science and 
technology have grown out of Christian 

attitudes toward man’s relation to nature 
which are almost universally held not 
only by Christians and neo-Chrlstlans, 
but also by those who fondly regard / 

themselves as post-Chrlstlans . . . Sine/ 
the roots of our trouble are so deeply 
religious, the remedy must also be Es­

sentially religious. /
Lynn White Jr. /
The Environmental Handbook

earth, and its inhabitants suffer for theii 
aiah 24:4-6)”

others
The world languishes 
and withers: the heaven, 

languish together with the earth. The earth lies pni-
luted under its inhabitants; for they have trans­
gressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the 
everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse devours the

guilt.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY bON RUTLEDGE



dia. Although the U.S. contains only six percent of 
the world's population, it consumes more than 40 
percent of its production of natural resources. (Some 
sources say as much as 60 percent of many re­
sources.)

In 70 years of life, the average American uses 26 
million gallons of water, 214100 gallons of gasoline, 
10,000 pounds of meat/18,000 pounds of milk and 
cream. /

From massive consumption and production comes 
massive filth. Every year, Americans junk seven mil­
lion cars, 100 million tites, 30 million tons of waste 
paper, 28 billion bottles and 48 billion cans.

A million tons more of garbage piles up each day. 
A family of four can fill a two-car garage with trash 
in less than a month. Just to collect the garbage 
costs S2.8 billion a year. And once collected, where 
do we put it?

The U.S. also produces almost 50 percent of the 
world's industrial pollution. Every year. U.S. plants 
discard 165 million tons of solid waste and slop 172 
million tons of smoke and fumes into the air. Elec­
tric power generation spews out 15 million tons of 
pollutants—one third of the world’s total.

The sunlight is 16 percent dimmer than it was 50 
years ago.We hurl 200 million tons of contaminants 
into the air each year. Sixty percent of the nation's 
air pollution is caused by its 105 million automo-^ 
biles—we burn mpre gasoline than the rest of the 
world combined—and cars are multiplying three 
times faster than people. To accommodate the auto 
and its ugly offspring, megalopolis, we are paving 
over the land at a rate of one billion acres a year. 
175 million visitors seek solace in our overcrowded 
national parks; at a rate of 10,000 cars a day, sum­
mer traffic in Yosemite was so heavy that the moun­
tain peaks disappeared in the smog.

Our air is, in fact, increasingly visible—and that's 
a sick sight; the injunction, "Breathing may be haz­
ardous to your health,” is no joke. Chronic bronchi­
tis has increased seven times from 1955; lung cancer 
is twice as prevalent in cities as in rural areas; 
bronchia) asthma and emphysema are up eight 
times in the last ten years.

One day's breathing in New York City smog is 
equivalent to smoking five packages of cigarets. But 
don’t feel too smug if you don’t live in New York. 
In Donora, Pa., in 1948, polluted air sickened 42 
percent of the population and killed 20 people; in 
four days of 1952, it killed 4,000 people in London; 
in 15 days of 1963, it killed 400 people in NYC; and 
in 1966, again in New York, 168 died during the 
Thanksgiving weekend as a result of heavy smog. 
Because of reporting difficulties, no one knows how 
many deaths result from smog each year, but experts 
predict mass dying by 1975. Can you imagine the 
headlines: "Hundreds Die in LA Smog”?

Despite the heavy brown layer hanging ominously 
over many cities, four-fifths of all air pollution is 
invisible. Unseen, it takes a drastic toll: in every 
urban area, air pollution has reduced vegetation of 
all kinds by 10 to 20 percent; fruit trees grown in 
normal city air are 10 percent smaller and produce

10 percent less fruit than trees grown in clean air 
400 million pounds of lead is poured into the atmo 
sphere each year from vehicular tailpipes. Lead ir 
San Diego’s air gets deposited in layers in the Pa 
cific.

Before stringent anti-pollution controls, smog cos 
England about $700 million a year in lost efficiency 
and cleaning bills. Air pollution costs this natior 
one billion dollars a month.

Water pollution is so bad our rivers, lakes 
streams, marshes are becoming open sewers. Th« 
seas are next.

Every year we pour 25 billion pounds nf human 
chemical and industrial wastes into our waterways 
Last year oil sludge got so thick in the once beauti 
ful Cuyahoga River in Ohio that the river caught fin 
and burned.

Lake Erie is dead. 10.000 square miles of biologi 
cally unsafe, zero oxygen water. Fishing, nnce a' 
major industry, is practically non-existent. The lake 
has aged a million years in the last 50.

Over 15 million fish died in 1969 from water pol 
lution.

The oceans, comprising 70 percent of the earth's 
surface, receive most of the pollutants eventually. 
They can absorb much of the human waste, but 
chemical by-products are another matter. If the su- 

, pertanker Torr^ Canyon had leaked herbicides 
rather than oil.nhe spillage would have wiped out 
all plankton life in the North Sea. Yet phytoplank­
ton, a minute sea plant, produces about 70 percent 
of the earth's oxygen.

We could go on, but perhaps the point is made 
We face a crisis. It cannot be dodged, side-stepped 
or ignored. It will, in time, affect the life-style of 
every man, woman and child on this globe.

If we know these things are so, then, why do we 
allow them to continue? What sort of excuse is "It 
costs too much”?

We can confidently praise our technology for cre­
ating our afflubnce and look to it as our "savior.” 
while we toss our no-deposit cans by the roadside, 
drive our cars into -the haze, dump our trash in ev­
ery available open space, concrete over every blade 
of grass, and build our SSTs—maintaining our supe­
riority in every endeavor while the quality of our 
lives slowly deteriorates before our eyes.

It is possible to become overwhelmed by the enor­
mity of the problem, to so bog down in statistics 
that hope is crushed and despair climbs out of the 
heap.

But it need not be that way, for a rising cry begs 
us to save the land, to turn over to our children the 
heritage of a world God can still call good.

Time is the genie in our non-returnable bottles; to 
voice wasteful or worthless wishes would onlj 
mean less for a next generation. The choice is ours 
Act now? Or find more excuses to w^J?

If we are willing to act now, while we still have 
trapped our genie, Time, we have hope in a clean 
clear future. It is a choice, made plain in Deuterono­
my, to "therefore choose life, that you and your 
descendants may live." Everett Hullum Jr

hristians

How small is this fragile sphere, 
floating like a pebble in a warehouse 
universe, dwarfed by the immensity

*<and the 
Voyage, of

aceship 
arth

By E. C. Rust
Photography by 

Don Rutledge

From 200.000 miles away, the astro­
nauts looked at the planet's swirling 
whites, blues, greens and browns, and 
they called it "the good earth."

But from tlyd distance was hidden 
the skeleton heaps of old c ars. rusting 
in their roadside graveyards; the un­
healthy, grungy brown air hanging 
like an ominous cloud over our cities: 
the scum covering our waterways: all 
that makes up our rapidly deteriorat­
ing environment

For we are recklessly, heedlessly 
polluting our soil, our water, our air. 
With only passing regard to the conse­
quences. we are wrecking the delicate 
eco-systems that sustain all forms of 
life—including human—on this globe. 
We are destroying the God-made crea­
tion, and ruining for generations of 
mankind the quality of their exist­
ence.

The guilt is ours: we, cannot avoid 
the issue by shoving it off on God. 
Religious people have done that too 
long. It is time for Christians to speak 
out, for the theological implications of 
our silence are a slanderous, infamous 
attack on the Creator of all things.

In recent years. Christians have said 
little about nature's place in the di­
vine purpose, or about their own 
practical responsibility to the natural 
order. We have confined ourselves to 
moral obligations to others and to so­
cial dimensions of ethical responsibil­
ity.

It has taken scientists, humanists, 
naturalists to awaken us to the Chris­
tian Obligation to protect that ball of 
land, water and air which God made 
and called "good."

16 Home Mission- February, 1971

We travel together, passengers on a lit­
tle spaceship, dependent on its vulner­

able supplies of air and soil. . . 
preserved from annihilation only by the 
care, the work, and I will say the love, 

we give our fragile craft. '
from the last speech 

of Adlai Stevenson

We must move to an economic system 
appropriate for the crew of a finite 

spaceship. We must learn to recycle 
everything and waste nothing. We must 
acquire a life style which has as Its goal 
maximum freedom and happiness for the 

Individual, not a maximum Gross Na­
tional Product. . . . Far out and Idealistic, 
you say? You bet it is! But it is also the 
only way out of our current bind. Man­
kind's present course leads straight 

down the drain. Our species will either 
adjust its behavior to the realities of

today's world, or it will lose its dominant 
position and perhaps suffer the fate of 

the dinosaurs.
Paul Ehrlich

Ecologist
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Without 
Environment, 
What?

I. Biblical Approach to Nature
Biblical testimony''leads to certain 

conclusions about the natural order.
First, the Creator rejoiced* in his 

worksmanship, declaring it to be at­
tractive, bountiful, sound, suitable—to 
be "good." The earth potentially ful­
filled its role in his divine plan.

Second, nature is alive, capable of a 
responsive relationship to God and to 
the human beings that God created. In 
this Old Testament "covenant” rela­
tionship,'God not only relates to men, 
but also to all creatures. Noah took 
two of every species on the ark. All 
life created by God was sacred to Qod.

Furthermore, the covenant binding 
man to nature carries obligations: re­
spect the life of domestic animals; 
guard the soil-by leaving it fallow pe­
riodically. x *-

Third, man is given strength and 
insight fjpm the glory of God’s work­
manship. The psalmists recognized 
this, and many of their songs cele­
brate the Creator’s majesty and power.

Fourth, man is part of nature; he, 
like all creatures, is flesh. Man has 
been given the mental powers neces­
sary to subdue nature. Yet, because 
nature is part of God’s revelation, man 
must act responsibly as he moves 
through this world. Scientific knowl­
edge isn’t to exploit nature, but to 
respectfully control it, subduing the 
earth while protecting and developing 
its beauty.

Fifth, man, in alienation from God, 
became alienated from nature. In the 
garden story, man is launched into a 
long history of life in the desert. The 
symbolism is significant. A garden 
paradise became a desert; fig gave way 
to thistle. In using nature without 
divine guidance, man ruined the gift 
of nature. And that, unfortunately, 
has been a sad characteristic of all 
civilized societies—in ignorance, in

blindness, to exploit the environment, 
rather than cooperate with it.

Sixth, the incarnation and resurrec­
tion are concerned with nature as 
well as man. So often we interpret the 
coming of the Son of Man solely in 
terms of redemption from sin. But 
John’s Prologue and Paul in Colos- 
sians paint a far bigger canvas. The 
coming of Jesus culminates the whole 
creative process.

The incarnation was the goal of 
creation All things come into being 
through Christ. He is before and after 
all things; he is the bond that binds 
all things together. In the Word were 
all things created.

Last, the Bible calls for a cosmic 
eschatology. The new humanity of 
Christ is the center of a new creation. 
Men are to look for a new heaven 
and a new earth. The resurrection 
promises a renewed universe, in 
which all things are summed up in 
Christ. Mana destiny is bouiftl up 
with the destiny of his world.
II. Environmental Issue and Its Scien­

tific Setting
Our environment has shown re­

markable fitness, a testimony to the 
infinite wisdom of the Creator.The 
chemical constituents of our planet's 
crust and atmosphere have proved— 
"naturally,” we might add—excellent 
for the emergence and continuance of 
life.

Intricate eco-systems are delicately 
balanced to sustain all forms .of life, 
with the energy which makes it all 
possible coming from only two 
sources, the sun and nuclear energy.

We are beginning to tap the latter, 
but the sun is still our primary source 
of energy, and we are as dependent 
upon it as were the first living things 
in God's beginning of the world.

In the life cycle, plants use sunlight 
to turn carbon monoxide into carbon 
dioxide, which in turn sustains an­
imal life as the process is reversed.

Carbon is used in plants to provide 
fats, proteins, carbohydrates — the 
basic foods for the plants and all liv­
ing things which feed on plants. 
Plants also require water and nitro­
gen. which nature provides in the 
water cycle (evaporation and falling of 
rain) and nitrogen cycle (atmospheric 
nitrogen turned into soil nitrates by 
thunderstorms and plants decaying to 
be partly released into the air).

On these plants and their stored up 
food feed the herbivores. Carnivores 

Environment means the biophysical sur 
roundings in which organisms live: the 
land and rocks we walk upon and feed 
from, called the lithosphere; the waters 
we drink, called the hydrosphere; the air 
we breathe, called the atmoshpere; and 
the plants and animals that share this 

planet with us and on which we depend 
for many life-supporting relationships, 
called collectively the biosphere. . . .

Man, however, has added to and mod­
ified the environment to such a degree 
that he has created another major com­

ponent ...the technosphere ... the 
vast urban areas of paved land, houses 

with controlled environments, office 
buildings . . . Industrial developments 

and man-made objects of every descrip 
tlon. As man has continued to enlarge 

and further modify the technosphere . . 
he has caused destruction in all areas o 

the environment. . . . Today we do not 
know the extent of the destruction. We 
do know that our environment is a con­
tinuum—a dynamic system continually 
seeking equilibrium among the forces 

acting upon it. and continually changing 
through time. It is a unique product . . 

one that man can never reproduce.
James A. Oliver 

American Museum ol 
Natural History

Nowhere Is man's geological naivete 
more evident than in his assumptions 
about the capacity of the atmosphere, 

soils, rivers and oceans to absorb pollu­
tants.

Paul Ehrlich 
Saturday Review

Whatever man does to his self-made 
and natural world comes back to him, 

because he Is. afterall, the last link in a 
food chain that starts with algae or 

grass and ends with a filet of fish or a 
steak on his plate. With increasing popu­
lations, and more dinner plates to fill, he 
needs more than ever to stop smashing 
the fine mechanisms of nature and find 
out how they work, so that he may solve 

his own problems.
Shelly Grossman 

Understanding Ecology
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live on the herbivores. So we have an 
ecological pyramid in which every 
living creature fills its own niche and 
carries out its own role in an inter­
locking. interdependent system of 
nature.

Then comes man to upset the bal­
ance. For, instead of accepting his 
knowledge of nature's processes as a 
divine gift, man prostituted his scien­
tific learning to his own selfish ends. 
The finest men of science have always 
shown a conscience, but technology, 
dominated by economic greed, has 
increasingly harnassed the unveiling 
of nature's secrets to its materialistic 
goals.

Nature, in biblical testimony, was a 
setting for God's fellowship with man 
and with alt creatures. Man would 
respect nature as he loved his fellow­
men aryi served God.

But man carelessly used nature, and 
what could have been a garden threat­
ens to become a smog-clogged, refuse- 
littered, life-barren desert.

Today we see science rape nature, 
destroying the virgin environment to 
meet individual, temporal needs. Sci­
ence isn't wrong, but horribly unjust 
is its misuse and misdirection by eco­
nomic greed and human indifference.

The judgment is on us. Will the 
excesses of our drive for abundance 
create another Sodom saltmarsh, an­
other lifeless desert?

Ecologist, biologists, chemists warn 
us of the dire consequences of mis­
handled knowledge and power. Doz­
ens of books expose the tragic 
destruction of the environment.

Lake Erie, we discover, is already 
dead, a vast chemical tank, with little 
free oxygen and no edible fish. Other 
Great Lakes may soon follow.

Industrial waste, human sewage, 
municipally dumped garbage—the 
refuse meets us everywhere!

Inland streams and «waters are pol­
luted and so are the waters on our 
continental shelf. DDT and other per­
sistent pesticides are destroying bird 
life, flowing down our rivers and poi­
soning oceans' fishes and plant life.

Industrial dust and noxious gases 
contaminate the air. with fossil-fuel 
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burning automobilies the worst of­
fenders.

The carbon dioxide cycle is being 
so upset, we are told, that the planet's 
gas-blanket may cause dire results 
before the end of this century. Sul­
phur dioxide combines with solid 
pollutants to make death-dealing 
smogs in our cities. And the catalogue 
of ecological horrors could go on and 
on.

Some progress is being made to­
ward controlling the ravage of the 
environment. Governments, munici­
palities. industries are at least awak­
ening to the problem. Ordinary cit­
izens are becoming increasingly 
concerned—or perhaps ''aware” is a 
better word. For. despite the aware­
ness. progress has been deceptive.

Most efforts have been token accept­
ance; apathy and misunderstanding 
still rule people's lives. The attitude 
that "I'm-tired-of-hearing-about-ecol- 
ogy" is common, and threatening. The 
struggle to save the environment is 
just beginning.

Where does the church come in? 
Are we too busy getting people out of 
hell and into heaven to care about 
this worlcV If that's our attitude, we 
may discover, by the year 2Q0O, the 
reality of the other world, for this 
world will no longer sustain life!

God's handiwork mutilated by 
man's thoughtlessness and shortsigh­
tedness and avariace? It could hap­
pen, for God has given us fhe power 
to subdue nature. But he also—we are 
told in the same passage—challenged 
us to replenish it. That's an injunction 
we must cease to ignore!
III. Co-Workers with God in an Un­

finished Universe
The grim picture painted by ecolo­

gists might cause some to throw up 
their hands and wait helplessly for 
the garbage avalanche.

But Christianity is a world-affirming 
faith. Eternal life begins here and 
now. The incarnation affirms the 
value of our earthly existence. In this 
world God works.

Furthermore. Christian hope sees 
the consummation of all things in 
Christ. The positive values of this 
world will not be cast out like rubbish 

"Kill them,” my training said. "Everyone 
kills them. It's a public service." My 

finger moved to the trigger. The cross 
was steady on the breast just below the 
panting tongue. . . . The second coyote 
stood sidewise to my rifle. I moved the 

cross hairs to his shoulder and held 
steady. There was no question of miss­
ing with that rifle at that range. I owned 
both animals. Their lives were mine. I 

put the safety on and laid the rifle on the 
table. . . . Then I remembered something 

I heard long ago that I hope Is true. . . .
In China . . . when one man saved an­
other's life he became responsible for 

that life to the end of its existence. For. 
having interferred with a course of 

events, the savior could not escape his 
responsibility. . . . Now I had a token 
responsibility for two live and healthy 

coyotes. In a delicate world of relation­
ships, we are tied together for all time. I 

opened two cans of dog food and left 
them as a votive.

John Steinbeck 
Travels with Charley

What Is the value of preserving and 
strengthening this sense of awe and 

wonder, thjs recognition of something 
beyond the boundaries of human 

existence? Is the exploration of the nat­
ural world just a pleasant way to pass 

the golden hours of childhood, or Is 
there something deeper? Those who 
dwell, as scientists or laymen, among 

the beauties and mysteries of the earth 
are never alone or weary of life. What­
ever the vexation or concerns of their 
personal lives, their thoughts can find 

paths that lead to fhner contentment and 
to renewed excitement in living. Those 

who contemplate the beauty of the earth 
find reserves of strength that will endure 

as long as life lasts.
Rachel Carson 

The Sense of Wonder

A Look on the "Light” Side: Modern 
Obituaries-—Clean Air is dead at the age 
of 3,132,445,869. Death took place at 1:33 

this afternoon when the final trace, a 
small breathable patch above Lincoln, 

Neb., was smogged out . . . There will be 
no funeral services, due to survivors 

being too choked up to speak. . . . From 
"21st Century Outdoors" magazine—If 
you're going to be visiting the Grand 

Canyon this month, color film Is the only 
film to take along. Your eyes will be daz 

zled at the Impact of the rainbow of 
beauty to be seen there—perhaps 500 

different shades and hues of every con­
ceivable color can be found In the accu­
mulation of empty soda ^nd beer cans 

that line the canyon to within two feet » 
the rim . . . If you're visiting New York, 
you might want to send the folks back 
home the lajpst souvenir of that Fun 

City—a cubic foot of alrl It Is cut fresh 
dally, and Is available In 1, 2 or 3 cubic 
foot sections . . . sturdy enough to be 

mailed anywhere.
Mad magazine



orse. Today it is revealed through the 
hurch's fellowship and witness and, 

■ a hidden way. through all men
•.ho seek, however blindly, to create a 
otter world.
Thus we need to see ourselves as 
hristians committed to a redemptive 
■sk within this world-order. As co­

"Even when sympathy with the an­
imal creation was felt to be right." he 
wrote in Mv Life and Thought, "it

orthodox Christianity.

when Christ will be all in all.
This- requires a different attitude 

toward nature. Albert Schweitzer 
advocated a reverence for life far re-
moved from

worker's with Christ, we need to he 
ready to work with all men of good­
will and exalted vision.

When, in creative discipleship, we 
witness to our fellows and seek to lib­
erate the warped and bound potencies 
in our world, we become agents of his 
redeeming grace, hastening the day



The issue is, indeed, a religious one in 
the sense that it raises the question, 
“What Is the true end of Man? is It to 
populate the Earth with the Maximum 
number of human beings ... or is It to 
enable human beings to lead the best 

kind of life that the spiritual limitations of 
human nature allow?"

Arnold Toynbee 
' Historian

An overwhelming majority of respon­
dents to the Baptist Viewpoll feel local 

Southern Baptist churches should "lead 
church members to involve themselves 
and cooperate actively with the author­
ities” In attempts to solve air and water 
pollution problems. A small proportion 
felt that a local church should "preach 
and teach" on the subject, but not en­
courage involvement. Others felt pollu­

tion was "none of the church's 
business."

Baptist Press

An Increasing Idolatry of production 
has been sweeping the land, and Its 
Icon is the growth chart. The bulk of 

human effort and most of public policy 
have been dedicated to the proposition 

that this free society ought 
to be Judged In history by the way 

It mobilizes Its dwindling natural 
riches ^tnfl.lts talents to the 

Indulgent support of Increasing 
numbers of citizens.
-■‘Robert and Leona Train flienow 

Moment In the Sun

could not be brought within the scope 
of ethics, because ethics were really 
focussed only on the behavior of man 
to man."

Perhaps we need to extend our con­
cept of ethics to include man to na­
ture. and gain some of Schweitzer's 
understanding of life. In our new 
dimension of ethics, we need a rever­
ence for nature.

As did St. Francis of Assisi, we 
must recognize our kinship with all 
living things. He sang of mother sun 
and sister moon, or brother wind and 
brother fire, praising his and their 
Creator for the role they played in his 
own life.

But we are losing this sense of joy 
and wonder in our experience of na­
ture.

Yet reverence, joy. wonder must be 
present, for they are the roots of eth­
ical concern. Scientific attitudes that 
nullify our desire to rejoice and cele­
brate. that reduce nature and its crea­
tures to expendable "its." rob us of 
the poet's insight and his sense of 
communion with nature and nature's 
Creator.

We have forgotten that God rejoiced 
in his workvnanship and declared it 
good, and mat we can rneet/God 
through nature; a reverent "thou" atti­
tude toward nature merges into a 
“thou" relationship with its Creator.

We are waking now from the American 
Dream to realize that it was a dream few 
Americans lived in their waking hours. 

The history of the New World has turned 
out to be not so different from that of the 

old. The peril that threatens the last of 
the American wilderness arises not from 
the reckless dream, but from the same 
historic forces of rapacity and cruelty 

that laid waste the land In the Mediterra­
nean Basin, in Arabia, India and the 

treeless uplands of China.
Gerard Piel in 
Kaiser News

The great question of the 70s is: Shall 
we surrender to our surroundings or 
shall we make our peace with nature 

and begin to make reparations for the 
damage we have done to our air, to our 

land and to our water?
Richard Nixon 

State of the Union Message

Creation’s 
Culmination

IV. Christian Ecotactics
We are concerned with the preset 

ration of nature because we men hat - 
in the past, irresponsibly failed t । 
recognize its place in God's creativ- 
act. We must, under God. right th ■ 
wrong that men have done, restore th 
balance of nature, and. as Christ's set 
vants. heal the environment . 
wounds.

As Christians, our responsibilities 
are fourfold:

(1) Emphasize Christian motivation, 
including its theological roots, in 
meetings and discussion.

If the church is truly to exercise its 
mission as the servant community, it 
will need to list among the urgent 
needs of men not only the basic is­
sues of personal and social redemp­
tion. but also man's relation to and 
mishandling of his environment.

Because redemption ends alienation 
and estrangement ’and reveals the 
meaning of existence, achievement of 
"abundant life" has environmental as 
well as social aspects.

Being concerned with social injus­
tice and economic inequity is of little 
value if we show no concern for the 
natural setting without which life in 
every aspect would be impossible. If 
our environment goes dead, all else 
will be of little avail.

We need to organize church confer­
ences in which the ecological issues 
are discussed, in which the biblical 
view of nature is made clear, in 
which the theological dimension of 
the environmental problem is consid 
ered, and in which the ethical dimen­
sion of our relation to nature is 
stressed.

No effective, sustained action will 
occur without adequate understand 
ing. Preaching and occasional lecture. 
will help, but dialogue is most effe< , 
tive. Many excellent films and book 
are available.

The church should be the consc 
ence of the community. Too often ha 
it sadly ignored its responsibilities o 
social and racial issues; perhaps it ca 
better exercise its duty to the environ 
ment.

(2) Form groups to translate Chris

Oh, cancerous for smoggy skies, for 
pesticided grain. . .

Irradiated mountains rise above an 
asphalt pain.

America, America, thy birds have fled 
from thee;

Thy fish lie dead by poisoned streams 
from sea to fetid sea. . . .

America, America, thy sins prepare 
thy doom;

Monoxide cloud shall be thy shroud
. . . thy cities be thy tomb.1

These words typify the mounting con­
cern in America about pollution. Ameri­
cans are demonstrating their desire to see 
this nation cleaned up. Groups are being 
formed to fight pollution. Those whose 
major concern is dirty air are often known 
as GASP, such as the Greater Washington 
Alliance to Stop Pollution, or the Gals 
Against Smoke and Pollution in Missoula, 
Montana.

Other groups, such as the Ecology 
Action group in Berkeley, California, have 
broader interests—the entire pollution

problem. This Berkeley organization has 
staged street theater presentations to 
protest smog and has sponsored such 
events as “Smog Free Locomotion Day.” 
Student groups are also protesting pollu­
tion. Teach-ins, moratoriums, and demon­
strations have been held to stimulate 
anti-pollution efforts. Concern over pol­
lution is also evidenced by the increasing 
number of articles, books, agencies, and 
conferences which deal with the problem.

THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM
Why this widespread alarm over pol­

lution? Anyone who lives in any of the 
urban-industrial areas in the nation needs 
no one to explain the problem to him. 
He experiences it daily. On the other 
hand, a person who lives on a farm or 

| in a small town far from a city or in­
dustrial center may well wonder what 
all the fuss is about. He breathes clean 
air, fishes in clear water, and has no 
garbage problem. Pollution seems far 
away. But it isn’t. Pollution affects all 
of us to some degree no matter where 
we live. And the problem is increasingly 
severe for all.

This is the first in a series of resource njipers prepared by a team of writers and edited by the staff of the Christian 
Life Commission. The material may be filed as reference information to be used by pastors, other church leaders, and 
discussion groups. Reprints are available from the Christian Life Commission, SBC, 460 James Robertson Parkway. Nashville. 
Tennessee 37219; one to nine copies, 25 cents each; ten or more copies, 10 cents each.
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If our planet had unlimited supplies of fresh air, water, 
and soil, pollution would be no great issue. Since all 
three of these are limited in quantity, pollution is a 
matter of life and death. We live on a kind of space­
ship hurtling through the universe at a speed six hun­
dred times faster than that of the fastest airplane. Like 
all spaceships, ours has a limited system of resources 
to sustain life. No new ai^watQ, or soil can be injected 
into the system. We mus^use and keep usable what we 
have—a narrow band of Breathcable atmosphere less than 
ten miles high, a thin crust of land most of which is not 
fit for human life, and a\finite supply of water. The im­
mediate problem is not that we will use up these re­
sources, but that through contamination we will make 
them unfit for sustaining'life.

Currently, man is doing a poor job of keeping his 
resources usable. He fouls the air, pollutes the water, 
and contaminates the land. If the trend is not reversed, 
man may choke to death on wastes which he has created. 
We are already well on the way to such a fate.

Air
Millions of tons of pollutants are belched into the air 

each year over the United States—a responsible estimate 
is 130 million tons. The approximate composition of the 
waste is 52 percent carbon monoxide, 18 percent oxides 
of sulfur, 12 percent hydrocarbons, 10 percent partic­
ulate matter, 6 percent oxides of nitrogen, and 2 percents 
miscellaneous gase^and vapors.’ As a result of filth 
thrown into the* air, about 7,300 communities in this 
country have air pollution problems.’

These problems are intensified by certain atmospheric 
conditions. For one thing, the layer of air suitable for 
breathing is very thin. “On an ordinary desk globe, 
that habitable portion of the atmosphere would be only 
as thick as the varnish on the globe’s surface."' Usually, 
however, a city has access to more than the air immedi­
ately above it: winds blow out polluted air and bring in 
fresh air. But when air movement falls below seven 
miles per hour, pollutants build up rapidly. And when 
a calm settles in, the situation can soon become danger­
ous.

Horizontal air movement (wind) carries away pol­
luted air. So does vertical air movement (convection 
currents). Normally, air temperature decreases with 
height. Warm air from the surface—usually where air 
is polluted—rises and the pollutants are dispersed. On 
the other hand, when the air temperature increases with 
height, vertical air motions are suppressed. “This tem­
perature structure is called a ‘temperature inversion’ be­
cause it is ‘inverted’ from the normal condition of 
temperature decreasing with height.”’ When a tempera­
ture inversion occurs, the ground air is trapped. Trapped 
too are the particles and gases polluting it.

Because of a number of geographical, meteorological, 
and industrial factors, Los Angeles often suffers from 
temperature inversion and the resulting concentrated 
pollution called smog. Other cities are similarly afflicted, 
though usually to a lesser degree. When a temperature 
inversion is accompanied by a lack of wind, the air 
available to a city is severely limited. Pollutants collect 
rapidly, sometimes to a lethal level.

Air available in closed places, such as theaters, air­
planes, offices, and homes, is also limited. The major 

pollution in such places is tobacco smoke, although often 
biological pollutants are also present. Even when a 
geographical district is not seriously bothered by air 
pollution, pollution problems may be created in limited 
areas.

Water
The Task Force on Economic Growth and Opportunity 

declared, “The problem of water pollution in the heavily 
populated states could become overwhelming in the 
next few decades unless we adopt many technological 
and sociological innovations.”" For example, the recent 
discovery of the mercury contamination of fish indicates 
how pollution affects the whole society.

Rivers, lakes, streams, and oceans receive a steady 
flow of solid, chemical, and biological wastes. Over 
170 billion gallons of sewage and waste are produced 
daily in the United States.’ Approximately .50 million 
pounds of solid wastes are dumped into the nation's 
waterways each day. Less than half the cities-and less • 
than one fifth of the factories—treat their sewage before 
releasing it into streams. As a result, waterways often 
become open sewers.'

Other damaging pollutants, though less extensive, also 
corrupt water. Radioactive wastes have been put into 
containers and thrown into oceans already polluted xviti 
atomic debris from the testing of nuclear weapons. Oil ’ 
gushes from accidents at underwater wells, seeps from 
tankers, and is washed from the holds of ships to foul the 
oceans.'

Factories and power plants use huge amounts of water 
for cooling, and then dump the heated water into nearby 
streams and lakes; the result is thermal pollution, or the * 
raising of th£ temperature of water in the rivers and 
lakes. Extreme thermal loads have caused temperatures 
of 120° F or more in some streams.'"

Land
Soil also suffers pollution. Pesticides, radioactive fall­

out, and garbage are the chief culprits in soil pollution. 
The United States produces over 1 1/4 billion pounds of' 
pesticides each year, much of which is deposited in 
American soil." Atomic explosions produce radioactive 
wastes such as Strontium 90 and Cesium 137; while these 
are said by some not to be a serious problem now, no 
one really knows what the long-term effect of their 
presence will be.

Garbage and trash are the most obvious forms of land 
pollution. More than 3.5 billion tons of solid waste must 
be disposed of each year in America. Each individual 
American produces an average of over five pounds of 
waste per day—more than 190 million tons a year. The 
annual trash disposal bill exceeds $4.5 billion.” Each year, 
55 billion cans, 23 billion bottles, 60 billion metal or 
plastic bottle caps, and 7 million junked automobiles are 
discarded.” Trash is increasing even faster than the 
population. The result: many cities arc running out of 
places to dump garbage." *

Other ‘
Other forms of pollution are also attracting attention 

For example, “Noise is known to cause hearing loss and 
is believed by some authorities to have more far-reach­
ing effects on humans.”” Studies arc being conducted 

to determine if some food additives and drugs are pol­
luters.”

Inter-related
The various forms of pollution are inter-related. Some 

pollutants affect all three basic components of environ­
ment, air, water, and land. Radioactive wastes drift in 
the air, float in the sea, and rest on the land. Pesticides 
are sprayed through the air, settle in the soil, and are 
washed by rain or irrigation into wells, streams, lakes, 
rivers, and oceans. A pollutant may be related chiefly 
to one of the three but still affect the other two. For 
example, garbage and trash pollute the soil where they 
are dumped, but water seeping through the refuse and 
air blowing oxer it are polluted also.

CAUSES OF POLLUTION
The specific causes of pollution are numerous. Each 

type of pollutant—gas. dust, solid waste, chemical, bi­
ological-can be produced in many different wavs. But 
generally pollution occurs when booming urbanization, 
technology, and population are united with human greed 
and ignorance.

Basic Causes
Not all pollution is man-made. Some is natural to 

the environment. Dust storms, x’olcanoes, and water 
seeping through certain mineral deposits result in p<fl- 
lution. Nevertheless, the worst sources of pollution are 
related to technology. Man’s ability to develop power, 
heat, and light from fossil fuels has resulted in pollution 
from the combustion of such fuels. The number one 
contributor to air pollution is the internal combustion 
engine used in most trucks and automobiles. Each day 
in this nation 90 million motor vehicles pour 180,000 
tons of carbon monoxide, 33,000 tons of hydrocarbons, 
and 17,500 tons of nitrogen oxide into the atmosphere." 
Power plants using fuel oil and coal contribute an addi­
tional 100,000 tons or more <>f sulfur dioxide.”

Countless chemical plants, paper and pulp companies, 
steel mills, mines, and other industrial operations—all 
the products of man’s technological genius—spew out 
pollutants in massive doses. The source of most noise 
pollution also centers in the machines of modern trans­
portation and industry.

Not all air pollution comes from industry. Agriculture 
is guilty too. Cattle feed lots are serious offenders in 
some states. Plowing, spraying, and burning fields can 
also contribute to pollution. Feed mills, cotton gins, and 
food processing centers can make conditions nearby al­
most unbearable. Pesticides, a product of the marriage 
of technology and agriculture, may prove to be among 
Hjgmost harmful pollutants.”

n the polluters were widely scattered or few in num­
ber. the problem would not be intense. But the reverse 
is true. Major polluters are numerous—more so each 
year—and jammed close together in urban settings. Citics 
are by far the most polluted places on earth. r

The trend is toward increased industrialization, urbani­
zation, and population throughout the world. In the 
United States land is urbanized at the rate of 3,000 acres 
a day. Seventy percent of all Americans are packed into 
urban areas which comprise only one percent of the

land. " It is estimated that by the year 2,000 approxi­
mately 85 percent of all Americans will live in cities.” 
And a booming world population will make the cities 
larger and demand increased production from industry. 
There is no prospect of pollution diminishing without 
basic changes in technology and life style.

Ignorance and Greed
Man s lack of knowledge also contributes to pollution. 

Many of the polluting effects of technology and urbani­
zation came about because men simply did not under­
stand the long-term impact of pollution on the environ­
ment. For example, who at the turn of the century could 
foresee that the horseless carriage would one day foul 
the air of cities? Or that DDT would not only' make 
abundant harvests possible but also threaten the exis­
tence of entire species of certain animals? Or that the 
phosphate in detergents would not only clean clothes 
but would also result in clogged rivers?

Human greed and selfishness haxe also contributed to j 
pollution. Major contributors to the problem have done 
little to alter their damaging ways. Inadequate funds 
have been channeled into an ti-prtl lution research. In­
dustrialists protest that the cost of corrective measures 
is too high or that the problem is not really serious. I 
Only in rare instances does pollution control pay off 
in increased income. A business which spent huge sums 
to counter pollution could find jtself at a disadvantage 
competing with firms which have not made such expendi- « 
lures. In some instances pollution control agencies of ’ 
state governments haxe been controlled by polluters 
who have short-circuited any effective action. I

Irresponsibility of government officials and taxpayers 
is often part of the problem. City-owned operations 
are often serious polluters. Many cities dump untreated 
sexvage in lakes and rivers. Rather than pay for treat­
ment—which would require an increase in taxes—the 
municipalities pass the pollution problem doxxmstream I 
for others to worry about. Some local governments have 
refused to act against industrial polluters for fear of 1 
driving axvay industry and suffering a loss of tax revenue. | j

EFFECT OF POLLUTION 11
Ip the past, few people became excited about pol- I 

lution. Those who did xvere often xvritten off as conser­
vationist fanatics or health-food fadists. The mounting 
evidence of the ill-effects of pollution makes it no longer 5 
possible to write off those who are concerned.

Human Health and Well-Being
Wide disagreement still exists about the effect of pol- J 

lution on human health and well-being. No one argues I 
that pollution is good for man. But for many the ques­
tion is, “Since some pollution is a necessary' evil of 
modern, urban, technological existence, hoxv much pol­
lution can man take without his health being seriously 
harmed?”” Others are more strict and ask, “At what 
level does pollution begin adversely to affect man?”

Sometimes pollution does reach a lethal level.” In 
London in December, 1873, a thick cloud of pollutants 
gathered and snuffed out the lives of over 1,000 persons. 
This was one of the first major pollution catastrophes. 
Such tragedies have taken place since in London and



other cities with alarming frequency. The first major 
air pollution disaster in the United States occurred in 
Donora, Pennsylvania, in October, 1948. Fog coupled 
with thermal inversion made the air thick with pollution. 
In all, the smog killed 20 people and made* almost 6,000 
sick.1* The most lethal pollution in recent years was 
in London, December, 1952; in a five-day period at
least 4,000 persons wej id by polluted air.”

I

On a far less extensive scale other deaths have re­
sulted from pollution. Some are the direct result of 
toxic dust and gases from industrial operations or of 
automobile exhaust."xOthers are more indirect, such 
as automobile accidents caused by smog or heart trouble 
aggravated by pollutants,.

Even when pollutants don’t kill, they can damage a 
person physically. Some substances, such as radioactive 
wastes and pesticides, have an undetermined effect on 
man.” There is evidence that these might do genetic 
damage and have horrible long-range effect.”

The harm caused by other pollutants is much more 
firmly established. Most types of air pollution irritate 
the respiratory passages. City dwellers suffer a far 
higher rate of respiratory diseases than do people in 
rural areas. In some cities a person—through the regular 
process of breathing—may take in, a daily quantity of 
cancer-causing agents equal to that of two packs of 
cigarettes.” The statistical relation of air pollution to 
lung cancer and emphysema is significant, if not c^p- 
clusive. Both King cancer and emphysema have in­
creased rapidly in the United States during the same 
period in wjiich air pollution has increased also. Lung 
cancer and emphysema occur more frequently in pol­
luted areas than in nonpolluted ones; emphysema occurs 
twice as often in American cities as in less polluted rural 
areas.” The damage of the respiratory system places 
an added burden on the heart and aggravates, if it does 
not instigate, heart disease.

Pollution can also harm people emotionally and men­
tally. The irritation of a person’s eyes and breathing 
passages often makes him nervous and reduces his 
mental alertness. High school principals in Southern 
California report a general student lethargy when there 
is heavy smog. Air pollutants also tend to leave an 
excess of psyche-souring positive ions in the air.51

Rubbage-strewn landscapes, foul odors, and sewage- 
tainted rivers offend man’s aesthetic sense. Beauty con­
tributes to a person’s well-being; pollution destroys 
beauty. In many cities drinking water is an unappealing 
chemical brew—a diluted chlorine solution—which makes 
the water safe to drink but renders it unpalatable.

Plants and Animals
Plants and animals are also harmed by pollution.” 

Entire forests with all related animal life have been 
wiped out, herds of cattle decimated, and thousands 
of acres of farmland ruined by air pollution. Fish and 
plant life in scores of rivers and lakes have been prac­
tically eliminated by water pollution.” Pesticides have 
so seriously disrupted the reproductive cycle of some 
species of wildlife that they have been almost extermi­
nated.’*

Industrial emission of sulfur dioxide gas have been 
found to be detrimental to the health and vigor of 
trees in the Southeastern and Eastern United States.

Smog has become a silent killer in the forests of Cali- ' 
fornia. More than a million trees were dead or dying | 
from polluted air in 1969. In the Los Angeles Basin, 
where the smog level is often acute, it is no longer 
profitable to grow lettuce and spinach. Yields of citrus 
fruits have been cut in half. Flower growers have been 
forced to move.

Some of the damage to plants and animals also affects 
men. The milk from cows feeding on polluted crops 
often contains the pollutants. Toxic substances collect 
in shellfish living in contaminated water, sometimes ■ 
enough to kill men who eat shellfish. Fish taken from 
oil-polluted water frequently have an unpleasant oily
taste. Pollution in food eaten by American mothers as' 
part of their daily diet is passed on to their babies.
“The breast milk of American mothers contains .2 parts 
per million of DDT, four times the ‘safe’ level the Fed­
eral Government allows in shipment of cows’ milk for 
human consumption.””

Pollution may eventually contribute to worldwide* 
food shortage. Growing populations and expanding 
cities already contribute to hunger. Since some forms 
of pollution destroy or reduce the yield of crops, pol­
lution further cuts down on the amount of food avail­
able. Expanding populations combined with unchecked 
pollution could bring starvation to millions.

Other r
Inorganic materials are also harmed by pollution 

Airborne pollution has blistered and discolored paint, 
eaten into glass, tarnished silver, deteriorated rubber 
dissolved synthetic fabrics, eroded stone, and weakened 
steel.

Weather and climate are affected by pollution. Air 
pollution frequently increases the amount of fog and rain 
in an area. The destruction of plant life by pollution 
could lead to a decrease in oxygen. Burning fossil fuels 
raises the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
which in turn raises the temperature of the earth. Some 
scientists f^ar that if this continues, the polar ice caps 
will melt and lowland cities will be flooded and de 
stroyed.

Economic Loss
The total financial loss to the nation caused by pol­

lution is not possible to calculate. Figures often used 
are a cost of $12 billion a year for air pollution and S' 
billion for water pollution.” But estimates differ widely 
For example, estimates on air pollution range from $4 to 
$20 billion a year.

The difficulties involved in establishing the actual 
overall cost of pollution are staggering. At least the 
following costs would have to be included: damage tc 
livestock, crops, trees, and wildlife; cost of present pol
lotion control measures; cost of inefficient operation of . ,aws an<l government control agencies concerned
industrial plants and vehicles which produce pollution;’ 
cost of medical care and burial expenses related to the 
adverse effect on human health; cost of absenteeism 
due to illness caused by pollution; extra maintenance 
expense for industrial buildings, homes, public facilities, 
and roads because of pollution; loss of recreation and 
leisure income in polluted areas; increased costs 
illumination of smog-stricken areas; the expenditure re­
quired to restore streams, lakes, and rivers.”

No one knows what pollution costs. But the costs are 
high. The cities pay the highest price for pollution. 
But everyone is affected. Pollution pays little attention 
to city limits, state lines, or national borders.

REMEDY FOR POLLUTION
Men have been struggling to curtail pollution for

centuries. King Edward I of England in 1273 prohibited 
the use of a particularly offensive kind of coal. The 
prohibition was not effective. Kings and parliaments 
continued to pass anti-pollution laws. Men of science 
issued warnings against pollution. Meanwhile pollution 
became an increasingly serious problem. Only within 
the past few decades has pollution control become ex­
tensive. It has yet to become effective.

Obstacles
Many obstacles stand in the way of effective anti­

pollution measures. Pollution in some areas is so far 
advanced that clean-up operations will show few results 
for many years. Anti-pollution devices are expensive; 
cities, states, and businesses are reluctant to purchase 
them because the resultant high taxes and prices make 
citizens and consumers unhappy. Public indifference
slows down clean-up control. Differences of opinion 
exist as to who should head up anti-pollution measures— 
governments or private businesses—and if governments, 
which ones: local, state, or Federal? _

Furthermore, there is disagreement over what stan­
dards of purity should be established, who should es­
tablish them, and whether they should apply equally 
to all areas. For example, should all streams be kept 
clean enough for fish or should some be designated as 
channels of waste disposal? Should industrial plants 
in isolated areas be required to keep their airborne 
wastes down to the same level required for plants in 
urban areas?

Present Efforts
In the United States the first Ipgal steps regulating 

pollution were related to water.” Because water may 
carry diseases fatal to man, laws have been passed regu­
lating the purity of municipal drinking water. Yet regu­
lation of waste disposal, most of it into rivers and lakes, 
has not been carried out. As a result, 95 percent of the 
12,000 disposal sites in the United States are unac­
ceptable and threaten disease, pollution, and blight, 
according to the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare.*0 Furthermore, Federal grants to improve mu­
nicipal waste disposal have not reduced the total pol­
lution in rivers, largely because of the increase in 
industrial wastes.*1 

with air pollution are relatively new. A few cities, 
notably Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, and 
Chicago, have instituted control programs with sizeable 
budgets and personnel.*’ A few states have moved to
curtail pollution, California is by far the leader. And 
the Federal Government has expanded its operations." 

Private and public sources of pollution have also 
begun to act on the problem. Executive orders require 
all Federal facilities to meet certain anti-pollution stan­

dards. Many businesses are spending millions each year 
to curtail pollution.”

But pollution remains a deadly serious problem for 
millions of Americans, and the chief contributing causes 
are increasing. By 1980 the urban population is ex­
pected to be 30 percent larger, the number of motor 
vehicles increased by 40 percent, and the demand for 
energy 50 percent greater. Each year the situation grows 
more perilous. Clearly much more must be done to 
combat pollution. But what? And by whom?

Guidelines for Action
Deal with Basic Causes.—Any adequate anti-pollution 

measures must remember that the causes of today’s pol­
lution problems are a rapidly expanding population, 
urbanization, and technology. World population growth 
must be restrained; continued growth at today’s rate is 
suicidal. Urban centers must be better planned. It may 
be that the size of cities should be limited and new cities 
built rather than allowing continued expansion of al­
ready overcongested areas. Certainly industrial growth 
should take into consideration ecological factors.

Realistically, however, the most immediate and suc­
cessful anti-pollution measures are needed in the area 
of technology. Modern manufacturing and transporta­
tion, the products of technology, are the source for 
most of today’s pollution. Each polluter must be dealt 
with according to its particular characteristics. But some 
general guidelines can be applied to most cases.

Consider the Options.—There are -many ways to tackle 
the pollution problem at its source. But all of -these 
methods require complex programs of resea re-
solve technical problems and the expenditure of huge 
sums of money. Here are some basic options:

(1) Remove the pollutants before the air and water 
used in industrial processes is returned to the general 
environment. This is one approach advocated to cut 
down on the pollutants coming from the exhausts of 
internal combustion engines.” The manufacture and 
sale of anti-pollution devices has become a $500-million- 
a-year business, and the boom has just begun. Hope­
fully, some of the pollutants can be utilized in construc­
tive ways."

(2) Cut down on the amount of pollutant produced. 
Some propose, for example, that pollution caused by 
automobiles could be reduced by improving the efficien­
cy of the internal combustion engine or by restricting 
the .use of automobiles. Some industrial processes are 
notoriously inefficient. As a result they produce large 
amounts of pollution. Improving or altering industrial 
processes would cut down on the amount of pollutants.

(3) Seek nonpolluting methods to accomplish the 
same purposes. Electric automobiles are being proposed 
as a substitute for cars with internal combustion engines. 
Similarly some scientists hope to see atomic fusion be­
come the primary source of electric power replacing both 
fossil fuel and atomic power plants." Others are working 
on edible containers; a package for frozen food, for ex­
ample, could be cooked and eaten as part of the food. 
Mass public transport is viewed by many as an alter­
native to wide use of private automobiles.”

(4) Ban polluting processes or products when they 
do more damage than they are worth, or when there is 
a less polluting'substitute. The Federal Government has

•j



recently taken such steps to deal with the harm caused 
by DDT. Similar measures are being considered for 
detergents using phosphates.

View pollution as an ecological problem.-Ecology, a 
word devised in 1869, is the study of the relationship 
between life systems and their environment. In a sense, 
pollution is part of a larger issue-how the earths en­
vironment is to be treajedjto preserve its life-sustaining 
quality. Everything Zibout us is tied together in a sys­
tem of mutual interdependence. Water helps plants to 
grow. Plants help renew the air. Air helps to cleanse 
the water. Animal's contribute carbon dioxide needed 
by plants. Man has^-been the great disrupter of the 
process. He must learn to work with his total environ­
ment. Otherwise he may so drastically alter it that he 
cannot survive.

Acknowledge that combating pollution requires more 
than individual or local effort.-Pollution is a worldwide 
problem." A pollutant is not confined to its source. 
Pesticides and other pollutants washed into the ocean 
spread to other nations. Radioactive fallout from atomic 
explosions, and other man-made wastes are carried by 
winds around the world. Pollution from a paper mill 
dumped into a river can affect communities downstream 
hundreds of miles. Pollutants from a refinery can cause 
considerable harm on the downwind side.

The nature of pollution demands at least a national, 
and preferably an international, approach. The U^ted 
States ought to work with Mexico and Canada to curb 
pollution nt?ar Ihe borders. And states must cooperate 
with each other if pollution control is effective.

Federal**regulation, legislation, and research are def­
initely necessary. Many businessmen as well as state 
and local governments resist Federal intervention and 
insist on local action because they can control local 
politicians more easily than national authorities. Local 
action has not solved, and furthermore it cannot solve, 
the pollution problem.

There are several reasons for the failure of local efforts 
at control. Pollution affects wide areas. Often the area 
most seriously threatened by pollution is distant from 
the source, sometimes beyond the local government dis­
trict in which the polluter is located. The people most 
harmed, therefore, have no recourse through local gov­
ernment. Furthermore, polluting businesses often con­
trol local governments and undercut efforts to enforce 
anti-pollution measures. Or local governments fear that 
stringent anti-pollution efforts will drive industry away 
or discourage new industry. Loss of industry results in 
loss of tax revenue. Without some kind of Federal con­
trol, there can be no solution of the pollution problem.'11

To be effective, pollution control agencies must be 
composed of persons who are not financially dependent 
on polluting businesses or governments. Further, some 
control must be put in «the hands of regional agencies 
which are related to a Federal anti-pollution program." 
The Federal program must conduct research, set stan­
dards, police polluters, punish violators of standards, and 
assist state and local groups in fighting pollution. “The 
glaring need is an overall body to coordinate the goals 
and protect the environment in a systematic way.”"

A number of approaches to pollution control have 
been considered. Among the most mentioned are the 
following: (1) Require companies to comply or face 

stiff fines and other severe penalties, including perhaps j 
imprisonment. (2) Charge companies for the pollution I 
they release and use the money for government anti- ' 
pollution measures. (3) Encourage companies to install! 
anti-pollution equipment by either making such equip. I 
inent tax-exempt or by giving the companies a grant or 
subsidy. (4) Give control agencies the power to grant, 
or deny permits to operate equipment and processes 
that are capable of producing pollution.

A program of enforced standards will be welcomed 
by industrial leaders with vision. Sometimes a business . 
leader would like to take effective steps to curb pollution 
in his own operation although to do' so would be very 
costly. The added cost might cause him to be at a sen- * 
ous disadvantage in competition with others in his field 
unless Federal standards and strict enforcement put 
every business on an equal basis. In fact, the Federal 
Government might consider rewarding those businesses 
which have already, on their own initiative, taken steps 
to curb pollution because they have already absorbed » 
much of the anti-pollution cost.

Contact those guilty of pollution and urge them 
to “cease to do evil and learn to do well" 
(Isaiah 1:16-17).
Appoint special study and action groups to deal 
with pollution problems.
Cooperate with other groups in combating pol­
lution.
Eliminate any polluting practices in which they 
are engaged.

THE CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSE
The Christian brings unique resources to combat pol­

lution. To him the problem is .a moral problem and hi- 
response a religious response. The following biblical in • 
sights should guide Christians in dealing with pollution

The earth is the Lord’s; we use it as a trust. As good 
stewards we have a responsibility to preserve the earth 
and to pass it on to future generations in usable con­
dition. Pollution seriously violates good stewardship.

Christian’s should be concerned about anything which, 
prevents human life from achieving the standards set 
by God. Christian compassion calls for dealing with 
those things which needlessly hurt men. The command 
of God to love our neighbor certainly means to protect 
and not to harm our neighbor. If a Christian contributes 
to pollution—or fails to fight pollution—he runs counter 
to the command to love.

Sin is falling -short of the mark God has set for us. ( 
God has made it clear that he intends for man to use 
the earth for the benefit, not the hurt, of all mankind 
For a few to grow rich at the expense of the many is 
not God’s will. Pollution, therefore, is sin. It is sin 
against God. It is sin against nature. It is sin against 
humanity. And modern knowledge concerning the dam­
age of pollution makes it even more heinous sin.

Seek to develop a Christian conscience about 
the problem.
Study the problem and be prepared to act on 
the basis of accurate information.
Avoid pollution on a personal level.
Combat pollution through his vocation. Chris­
tian businessmen certainly have a heavy re­
sponsibility' at this point as do Christian 
government officials. Christian engineers and 
scientists should use professional know-how to 
develop improved processes for dealing with 
pollution.
Develop local groups to educate people about 
pollution and to bring pressure on local pol­
luting firms to clean up their operations.
Investigate sewage treatment in his area to de­
termine if improvements need to be made; if 
so, urge local government officials to take the 
necessary steps. r
Find out if his city or county has a pqllution 
control agency; if not, he can urge local officials

Christian Action
Christians must act to curb the fouling of the earth's 

environment because they care about their fellowman. 
and because they take seriously the stewardship of the 
earth. What can individual Christians and churches do < 
about pollution?

Churches can:

(3)

Engage in Bible study ai^l discussion to develop 
understanding of the theological basis of con­
cern about pollution.
Educate people about the nature and cause of 
pollution and stress the Christian responsibility 
to do something about the problem.
Petition local, state, and national governments 
to act to curb pollution. .

(4)

(6)

An individual Christian can:

to establish and adequately fund such an 
agency.

(8) Investigate the laws and agencies in his state 
related to pollution; if they are inadequate, 
he can:
(a) Form volunteer associations to lobby for 

improved legislation and law enforcement 
in regard to pollution, and

(b) Write elected representatives in govern­
ment, urging them to develop government 
programs to curtail pollution.

(3) Lyndon B.
Congress:

CONCLUSION
Johnson said in a presidential address to

evitable, nor because it cannot be controlled.

(5)

neglect. It can be controlled when that neglect 
is no longer tolerated. It will be controlled 
when the people of America, through their

(6)
of pollution.

to all kinds 
it it: “Now

planet. . . . We have the weapons that enable us all to

I

s
all to live together?’
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vice Publication No. 1649, p. 32. Hereafter listed as Proceedings.

a"An estimated $26 billion will be required to do the task by 1973. 
APCA Abstracts, November, 1969, p. 1.

’•Most early studies dealt with water pollution. See, for example, •Re­
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on Pump Wells nnd WeWWater of Brooklyn"; "Result of Examinations of 
Water from the River Schuylkill by Charles M. Cresson, 1875"; "Report on 
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ington, D. C„ 1926." I
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•’Recent Federal legislation dealing with air pollution is significant. 

„ 'n 1955-when the 84th Congress passed the Air
Pollution Control Act, "an act to provide research and teihnir-nl mou,.,,,,.
man .c T- , , ----------e • •'■ > until1963 the Federal Government confined itself largely to studies, reports 
and limited cooperation with states. In 1963 President Johnson signed into 
law the Clean Air Act. This act considerably broadened the role of the 
Federal Government in air pollution control. The act also made dear that 
the states and local governments have primary responsibility for the regula­
tory control of air pollution. In 1965 the act was amended to provide 
Federal controls on new motor vehicles. It was amended again in 1966 to 
provide for Federal grants to states and local governments to maintain ef­
fective air pollution control programs. In 1967 the Air Quality Act further 
expanded Federal efforts nnd established 57 air quality regions. For a more 
complete description of Federal programs and legislation see Proceedings. 
pp. 462-63 and Arthur C. Stem, cd.. Air Pollution (3 vols. New York:
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Our major technologies—power produc­
tion, transport, the metal and chemical

to the ecosystems that support them 
and to our very lives. Because we 

reckon the value of technology by the 
value of its marketable products, we 

have neglected their cost to society— 
which is. potentially, extinction 

Harry Commoner 
Saturday Review

SWIMM’iHm
DeKALB COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPT

DAN’GER 
POLLUTED. WATER

Ecology, the science that studies the 
relationship between all living things 
and their environment, is a common 
word today. We have all heard about 
ecology" ar d the "ecological crisis." 

But do we understand why ecology is 
important io us, as individuals on

Spaceship Earth? Do we realize why a 
field of grass is more important than a 

concrete parking lot? Do we understand 
that diminished sunlight means dimin­

ished life? Do we know why clean water 
is more valuable than high GNPs? Do 

we know these things? We had the 
answers here, somewhere, only a 

moment ago. but they seem to be 
lost beneath the



over the environmental crisis, the Joint Atomic 
Energy Committee reported in 1970, "we must ei­
ther ask the people to forego luxuries like air-con­
ditioning or build electric plants over the protests of 
the conservationalists.”

The choice—air conditioners or good-conditioned 
air—may be more symbolic than real. Whichever, it 
will not be an easy one for us. the affluent-spoiled 
Americans of the decade of plenty.

But if. as we have asserted, the Christian must act 
responsibly to preserve what God has given, the 
( hoice must be faced. It is the first step in creating a 
life style that sustains rather than subdues this 
planet earth.

Form is the crest of a wave that Is 
breaking—bathed In the radiance of a 

beneficent star, a pebble, a drop of wa­
ter, and a blade of grass are the magic 
Ingredients whose constant interaction 
is the foundation of that "dilute gelati­

nous film" we call bioshpere. These are 
a//the tools we have; to destroy them or 
abuse them, to Interrupt their function, is 

to destroy ourselves. Not all the deci­
sions of corporate board members, not 
all the legislation passed by our politi­

cians, not all the money in all the banks 
of the world, not all the power stored In 
our military arsenals can change this 

fact. Yet we act as If they could and con­
tinue to consider that the laws of man 

have priority over the laws of nature and 
that wealth Is more precious than life. 
One reason that we do this Is that we 
tend to think of a pebble, a drop, or a 

blade of grass as "things" when, in real­
ity, they are phases In a process that 
moves as waves of energy through 

space and time. We are, at best, poor 
voyagers upon this tide.

Don Fabun 
Kaiser News

tian concern into action. Communities 
have been fouled with trash, garbage 
has been dumped carelessly in creeks, 
seashores sludged by oil seepage and 
bird life endangered—hundreds of 
ecological emergencies confront the 
nation. Some arise from immediate 
man-caused disasters, others result 
from long-standing inadequacies and 
shortsightedness. x

Instead of following the leadership 
of student groups and concerned cit­
izen organizations, the church should 
lead the struggle to save the environ­
ment, demonstrating through its "this- 
worldly" concern a world-affirming 
Christian theology.

(3) Join conservation groups, exert 
pressures on governmental bodies at 
all levels, and voice strong opposition 
when industrial greed and the profit 
motive are behind activities which 
will increase environmental pollution 
or destroy a natural setting and its 
wild life.

Christian lawyers need to devise 
ways to prevent corporations from 
"getting by" with so much pollution. 
Christian politicians and legislators 
need to attack this issue as zealously 
as their humanistic and secular col­
leagues.

Such men should have church sup­
port. since ecology is a bi-partisan 

issue calling for help from all men of 
goodwill.

In addition, letters should be writ­
ten to public officials when a partic­
ular and vital matter relating to the 
natural environment is under consid­
eration. After all. it's in the best inter­
ests of ourselves and our children that 
we preserve this planet.

(4) Finally, act as a Christian 
should; assume the responsibility of 
being the conscience of society.

As scientist C. A. Coulson has writ­
ten. "Only those who know the inner 
nature of man and the peculiar ways 
in which God transforms man's mind 
by the renewing power of his Spirit, 
and the status which God confers 
upon him that he may be called a 
child of God. are big enough to speak 
to the condition of today."

Certainly Christians meet that re­
quirement; surely it is time they 
spoke out, loudly and clearly, to pre­
serve the work of God in creation.’

I have yet to see any problem, however complicated, which, 
when you looked at it the right way, did not become still 

more complicated.—Paul Anderson

Once that gulf has been crossed, once an individ­
ual decides to reduce waste and curtail destruction 
of this fragile spaceship, he call do many things.

We make no attempt to list them all. but here 
suggest a few artions—some simple, others ex­
treme—that concerned people can do to save tlie 
environment.

• Fight companies and individuals who profit 
from the sale, use or manufacture of products harm­
ful to the ecological system or depletive of natural

However essential they may be, more than plans are 
needed. For the grinding oppression of environmental deteri­

oration—the blighted streets and uncollected garbage, the 
rats and the cockroaches, the decaying and foul rivers, the 
choking, polluted air—degrades the hope of our citizens for 
the future and their will to secure It. To unwind this spiral of 

despair, we must take immediate steps against the symptoms 
as well as the fundamental disorder. Community efforts to 

clean up rivers and beaches, to build parks, to insist on en­
forcement of anti-pollution ordinances and to improve them 
can give tangible meaning to the spirit of environmental re­

newal.
Barry Commoner. Saturday Review

Rust Is professor of Christian philosophy. Southern Bap 
tist Theologkal Seminary, Louisville, Ky

resources.
• Grow your own fruit, vegetables and herbs, us­

ing only natural predators, no pesticides.
• Use shopping bags or re-use paper sacks when 

you shop. Never accept any item in a bag which can 
be carried by hand.

Wqen buying items excessively wrapped (and 
what isn't?), such as bottles inside boxes or take-out 
hot food products (hamburgers, etc.), take the wrap­
ping off at the store and request the store manager to 
return it to the manufacturer.

• Promote recycling and/or re-use. More than 
aluminum cans can be recycled; more than bottles 
can be re-used. For instance, return used coat-han­
gers to laundries; boycott laundries unwilling to re­
use hangers.

• Use vegetable wastes to start a compost pile. 
Everything from coffee grounds to banana peels to 
dead leaves can be used to make this fine soil "con­
ditioner and fertilizer for gardens. Do not use bones 
or animal wastes; eggshells and ashes are ok, but 
not in large quantities. Keep the compost pile cov­
ered with dirt. Turn it over every few weeks to* pre­
vent spontaneous combustion as a result of 
decomposition in the center of the pile; this also 
helps it to decompose evenly. A damp compost pile 
will "work" faster.
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• Put bricks in your toilet tank to conserve water.
• Don’t drive a car. Use public transportation or 

walk. If you must drive, form car pools. Keep the 
engine well-tuned.

• Support voluntary birth control and incentive 
programs for family limitation and planning.

• Sponsor neighborhood cleanups; turn vacant 
lots into parks and gardens-. Plant trees and flowers.

• Buy no soft drinks in no-deposit, no-return con­
tainers.

• Be vocal aboui waste and pollution. Write or 
phone those responsible and those charged with 
your protection.

• Find projects related to our survival and do 
them; work alone or with others. Form "grass roots" 
organizations (pardon the pun), clubs to watchdog 
governmental agencies responsible for the environ­
ment. Local groups have power, if they understand 
how to use it. In San Francisco, a group stopped 
plans for a waterfront skyscraper complex by rally­
ing public opposition. In Memphis, a group of con­
servationists used legal action to block construction 
of a freeway through a beautiful downtown park.

In Boston, an ecology action organization has de­
termined and publicized channels of complaint for 
anti-ecological actions (who to call for water pollu­
tion, etc.), as well as sponsoring an ecology food 
store.

Church organizations are perfect vehicles for eco­
logical action. "Most have lawyers, doctors, scientists 
and other specialists who can contribute expertise.

Concerned Christians can also do much to keep 
each other informed. A bulletin board at the church 
could spotlight the week’s (month’s) best eco-ob- 
scenity, chart local (national) politicians' contradic­
tory statements on pollution, and post news items.

• Finally, keep informed.
To do this, amidst the bombardment of -words 

being hurled on the ecology issue, is difficult.
Perhaps, writes Don Fabun, editor of Kasier News. 

the answer is to start with a national education in 
ecology, in which ecology is as much a required 
subject as math or language.

Fabun follows this with other programs for na­
tional attention:

• Establish a Secretary of Ecology at cabinet level.
• Develop regional political systems that encom­

pass logical geographic ecosystems—the course of a 
river, the shoreline of a lake.

"Man ‘made up' the political subdivisions now 
existing, and they don't work anymore,” argues 
Fabun. "Why not make up new ones?”

• Set up an international council to review tech­
nological innovations and determine where they can 
be absorbed by human society and the ecosystem.

Such a system might slow down "progress," ad­
mits Fabun, “but we ar£ having difficulty absorbing, 
without ruining our environment, such innovations 
as the combustion engine, nuclear power, super­
sonic aircraft, the transfer of work from men to 
machines, computerization ... so many. Slowing 
down a little may not hurt.”

Finally, Fabun says, "we need some new think­

ing. Technologically we can now produce whatever 
is necessary for a reasonably comfortable existent e 
for man on earth. Technologically we can do th s 
with only a minimum disturbance of the natur. I 
ecology. . . . our ecological problems can be solved 
But we will not do it if we continue as individua s 
to support technological systems that rapacious!: 
destroy the very system that supports them.

". . . We can still do anything with our future th. t 
we want to. But we really don't seem to know wh. t 
we want to do. We are peering out of our cave . 
amidst the thunder and lightning, hqping to hear i 
voice.

"The only voice we are likely to hear is our ow 
Don't wait." Amen.

pilogue
Once upon a time the good ship Affluence set sail 

its mighty engines knifed through diamond-sparkle 
waters, its billowing smokestacks silhouetted against 
a pure blue ^cy.

For generations it sailed on. Its forward-looking 
passengers, addicted to the plastic present and en­
amoured wi|h the dollar-dominated future, kept 
their faces pointed into the wind, their minds on 
tomorrow. They wined and dined on success, 
played leisurely on today. lived grandly on yester­
day and slept contented.

Occasionally a lone figure would stumble through 
the ship, crying. "Stop! Look back, look back! Be­
fore its too late, look back! See what you've done."

But they couldn't look back. And, after the initial 
shock of seeing a deranged person, the passengers 
would continue to pursue their individual desires.

Then one day it happened that the passengers 
noted a burning’ in their eyes, a wheezing in their 
breath. They felt the ship sputter and stop. Looking 
up, they saw the once-white smokestacks hidden in 
a dingy brown haze. Looking back, they saw the 
trail of garbage they'd tossed overboard for years 
Looking ahead, they saw the swampy morass that 
marked the beginning of the ship's voyage, the point 
of sailing. And they realized they had come full 
circle. There was no place left to go.

It was not long after that the ship sprang its firs' 
leak. Others slowly followed. Some passengers pan 
icked and jumped overboard, dying in the soup\ 
waters. Others ran for their teacups, to begin*bailing 
Still others formed committees to study the situa 
tion.

Meanwhile the captain, standing on the pooj 
deck, slipped on his water wings and waited pa 
tiently for the waters to engulf him.

Moral: The Titanic was the first unsinkable ship 
Look where it is now. — e hullum jr

eadership Section

HMB Reorganized
To Emphasize Strategy

Time was when one discussed the 
expanding organization of the Home 
Mission Board, he talked about de­
partments of work, such as language 
missions.

But by 1959, the number of depart­
ments relating directly to the execu­
tive secretary had multiplied so much 
that further efficient expansion de­
manded grouping.

"Divisions" entered the scene: mis­
sions, evangelism, chaplaincy, church 
loans, and education and promotion 
(now communication).

The 1959 director of missions, Ar­
thur B. Rutledge, also became chief 
architect of cooperative agreements 
with state Baptist conventions. This 
eliminated duplicate mission pro­
grams, related the missionaries to 
associations and state conventions, 
and began to set the stage for the 
development of a national missions 
program.

Rural-Urban Missions, Metropolitan 
Missions and Pioneer Missions de­
partments were assigned to correlate 
home mission work in the nation, but 
the way these departments were 
structured within the Missions Divi­
sion did not give them organizational 
handles for correlating.

In addition, all cooperative agree­
ments had to flow through the direc- 
tor of the Missions Division, who had 
he enlarging task of administering 
ight departments.

' A couple of things happened to 
ause.the administration to consider 
eorganizing in 1970.

First, the programs which were 
>ked to coordinate jointly expressed 
heir frustration at not being able to 
io so; second, the director of the 
fissions Division (Hugo Culpepper) 
esigned to return to teaching at

Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary. 1970 became the appropriate 
time to rethink the agency's organiza­
tional structure.

Almost everyone contacted about 
reorganization wanted to strengthen 
the correlative and strategy planning 
functions of the agency.

Executive Secretary Arthur Rutledge 
said, "We found that in our work 
with state conventions our 12 pro­
grams were not being correlated as 
they should at the agency, and this 
lack of correlation weakened our 
planning of a national mission strat­
egy, which the SBC back in 1959 
asked us to implement."

Those in charge of reorganizing 
began to think of grouping the divi­
sions into sections, for other divisions 
and additional departments had been 
added to the 1959 organization. The

start had grown to more than 85 peo­
ple.

The new organization was adopted 
in December. It creates three sec­
tions: Planning and Coordination; 
Program Implementation; and Pro­
gram Services.

During 197.0 staft members who left 
were not replaced because of 
changes to come, and by shifting per­
sonnel. the complete reorganization 
added only one additional staff mem­
ber.

Planning and Coordination
The completely new section, Plan­

ning and Coordination, captures the 
thrust of the restructuring and mostly 
affects the work with state conven­
tions.

In fact, it will be within the offices 
of state conventions and agency de­
partments of this section that the

ContmuM on page 34
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Emery E. Smith 
Bernice Elliot

M. Thomas Starke? * 
C. Brownlow Hajtirgs 

William B. Mitche



to four regions of 
nao, page 31. and

changes will be most felt. Missionar­
ies will be largely unaffected in their 
relationships to the Board, and 
church leadership will discover few 
differences. Programs of the agency 
will be unchanged, at least for the 
next year or so.

The new section, headed by Execu­
tive Assistant Leonard^frwTh, includes 
a planning service/ department and 
four regional c< " 
coordinators relatt 
the nation (see 
chart, pages 32-33.)

The coordinators will work with the 
Board's program leaders, and with 
state conventions in planning and 
projecting future work. They will 
make recommendations to the admin­
istration as to budget and strategy. 
After adoption, the program imple­
mentation section will take over.

Program Implementation
The program section (headed by 

Assistant Executive Secretary Fred 
Moseley) pulls together into five divi­
sions all of the agency’s 12 programs. 
The divisions are Evangelism, Church 
Loans, Associational Services, Mis­
sions and Chaplaincy.

The major change was the separa­
tion of the Missions Division into the 
Division of Associational Services, 
headed by Loyd Corder, and the Divi­
sion of fissions, headed by Wendell 
Belew.

Designed to strengthen the work 
with Baptist associations, the Associa­
tional Services Division pulls together 
those related to superintendents of 
missions. In this division are the 
emphases of rural-urban, metropol­
itan, and associational administrative 
services.

In the Missions Division, Church 
Extension, a new department, will 
channel aid to new churches.

Also in this division are the depart­
ments of Language Missions, Inter­
faith Witness (formerly Work with 
Nonevangelicals), National Baptists, 
Christian Social Ministries, and Spe- 
-ial Mission Ministries.

Program Services
The third section of the new orga­

nization is Program Services, 
grouping the Divisions of Communi­
cation, Business Services and the new 
Personnel Division.

Added to the Personnel ’Division 
(headed by Glendon McCullough) are 
offices of Personnel Development and 
Office Personnel. The Personnel De­
velopment office will provide for a 
continuing relationship with mission­
aries.

Staff members of the Home Mission 
Board and their assignments are given 
on the chart on pages 32-33.

With the realization that “Black is 

Beautiful" came sweeping changes in 
Negro life-patterns, symbolized by 
Afro-hair styles, new cosmetics em­
phasizing blackness and new clothing 
styles distinctly Negro. "Soul food" 
became popular. New art forms be­
gan to communicate to a new genera­
tion of blacks.

The "Black-is-Beautiful” mood has 
also touched the black church. With 
a new, wholesome pride generated 
through increasing self esteem. Negro 
churchmen have (1) reinterpreted 
black church history in America; (2) 
developed a black theology; and (3) 
brought about the reordering of 
priorities an^ng Negro church bod­
ies.

All three have resulted from the 
present Negro mood regardless of 
denomination, education or location. 
Black Baptists in Mississippi are as 
affected as Black Catholics in Detroit.

Reinterpreting Black Church History
During the past five years, the black 

church has been assaulted by militant 
extremists who believe that because 
Western Christianity has tied its des­
tiny to Western culture, perqiitting 
the oppression of minorities, Christi­
anity must go. By their reckoning, the 
black church is an agent of the op­
pressor.

Black churchmen have endeavored 
to prove that the black church since 
the days of slavery has led the fight 
for emancipation. Numerous books 
and articles support this.

White extremists who castigate the 
black church are also the objects of 
the reinterpreters. The notion that 
any entity is inferior because it is 
black is passe. The black church no 
longer must strive to be "white" to 
be accepted.

But t,he new interest in black 
church history is more than a defense 
against extremists black or white. The 
study of Negro hymnody and ser- 
monic styles has intrinsic aesthetic 
value.

New Moods among 
Black Churchmen

by Emmanuel L. McCall

Beyond aesthetic are other contr - 
butions which Negro worship styl« s 
offer.

The students of black church hi - 
tory are changing some black moot s 
toward the past. Shame has been n - 
placed by pride. Faded worship fe. - 
tures are revived. New interpretatior s 
are given to the traditional.

For example, many Negro spiritual 
were more than products of an op­
pressed soul. They were protect 
songs sung in the presence of the 
master. When a slave was lustily sing­
ing, "Swing Io’ sweet chariot, com- 
in’fo’to carry me home," he was 
neither talking about death nor 
heaven. The "River Jordan" was the 
Ohio River. “Heaven” was up North 
in the free states. "The band of an­
gels" was the underground railroad 
system. "If you get there befo’ I do. 
tell all of my friends I'm cornin' too 
was the determinecLhope of freedom.

Through the reinterpretation of his­
toric Negro idiom, we now know that 
slave mentality was not low I.Q.

The reinterpretation of black 
church history has provided new he­
roes to whom black youth can prop­
erly relate. With one or two 
exceptions, Negro youth have had 
only sports figures to look up to 
Now they have models with tremen­
dous Christian and spiritual depth 
These will take their rightful plac <■ 
among other Christians of giant stat­
ure.

Developing a Black Theology
"Liberation is the objective of th' 

Black Revolution. The Black Revolu 
tion was born in the 'invisible' blat - 
church of the slave era. Black religio i 
is an instrument of revolution; and 
black theology is rapidly becoming 
the organizing principle of* black reli­
gion," writes C. Eric Lincoln in Chri'- 
tianity and Crisis. "Whoever provide s 
a functional theology for the Blac < 
Revolution will command more pow< r 
than any Western black man since 
Dessalines.”

"Black theology," according to i’s

Films tri ps
‘’Something You Do!”

A look at Baptist centers through the eyes of a 
child. Scenes from Baptist centers and 
churches that are carrying on similar ministries. 
Teaching aid for Younger Children in 1971 
home mission study on ‘‘New Concepts in 
Home Missions." focusing on Christian social 
ministries. A child's voice narrates the re­
cording. (34 frames w/record; 4Vi min.; S4.50)

“To the Whole Man’’
Change dominates today's world and some 
churches are making adjustments to change 
through the use of Christian social techniques 
for ministry in their communities. This is an 
emphasis on Christian witness, helping 
churches to respond to some of the multitudes 
of need facing people daily. (72 frames 
w/record; 18 min.; $4.50)

Recordings
“Sounds of Christian Social 

Ministries”
interviews with people involved in Christian 
•ocial ministries—teaching aid for Older Chil- 
Ten, Youth and Adults in 1971 home mission 
tudy. (33’/a rpm record; 16 min.; 75c)

“Stories of Christian 
Social Ministries”

)pen-ended stories based on situations in Bap- 
■st centers—teaching aid for Younger Children 
i 1971 home mission study. (3‘3Vs rpm; 16 
tin.; 75c)

CHRISTIAN 

SOCIAL

MINISTRIES

Ai ABIE FROM BAPTIST BOOK STORES
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most articulate statesman. Dr. James 
Cone," merely tries to discern the 
activity of the Holy One as he effects 
his purpose in the liberation of man 
from forces of oppression.”

Black theology is new only because 
of its new interpretations, which 
examine biblical trujjw^from the 
perspective of the disadvantaged.

"The kingdom is <not an attainment 
of material security nor is it mystical 
communion with the divine. It has to 
do with the quality oLone's existence 
in which a person realizes that per­
sons are more important.than prop­
erty. When black people behave as if 
the values of this world have no sig­
nificance, that means that they per­
ceive the irruption of Cod's king­
dom," says Cone in his recent Black 
Theology of Liberation.

Why a black theology? Certainly not 
to establish dual Christianity, but 
because black theologians and 
churchmen feel that the theology in 
most American churches is irrelevant 
and inaccurate. It has expressed lofty 
platitudes, but avoided the basic is­
sues of humanity. It has lived com­
fortably with a gospel of peace in a 
world of hate. It has avoided present­
ing the judgment of Cod upon the 
affairs of men.

Black theology affirms the biblical 
fact that Cod is concerned about the 
oppressed and is actively involved in 
making right what men have 
wronged. "If he (Christ) is not in the 
ghetto, if he is not where men are liv­
ing at the brink of existence, but is 
rather in the easy life of the suburbs, 
then the gospel is a lie," writes Cone 
in Black Theology and Black Power. 
"The opposite, however, is the case."

Black theology seeks to bring a cor­
rect emphasis to the development of 
the whole gospel.

"White theology suffers mortally 
from the sin of omission,” adds Lin­
coln. "It has sent its theologians to 
study in Europe where the problem 
isn't; or imported the best European 
theologians to bring us the light—but 
not for our darkness. In conse­
quence, American theology has had 
few words to speak to our condition. 
White theology has not done any­
thing for black people except ignore 
them."

Black churchmen, through various 
methods, are seeking to express bibli­
cal and theological truth in the light 
of relevant concepts. These methods 

include study groups, special insti­
tutes, special use of denominational 
meetings and restructuring college 
and seminary curricula. The results 
are the emergence of creative black 
theologians who hopefully will be 
redemptive.

Priorities of Black Churchmen
Separation: Some have concluded 

that American Christianity is doomed; 
to identify with it is the “kiss of 
death." They choose to remain sep­
arate and develop their own style of 
Christianity

Temporary Separation: Some feel to 
evaluate adequately the uniqueness 
of the black religious heritage, a tem­
porary separation is necessary. They 
hope to "polish their rough dia­
mond” and share it with the world.

Total Integration: Others have a 
goal of making the family of mankind 
"one in Christ.” They continue to 
press for acceptance as equals. Some 
will do so with compromise. Others 
view the black heritage as a contribu­
tion to religious synthesis.

Ecumenical: A significant number 
are involved^! local ecumenical jjro- 
jects. The emphasis is not on *ecu- 
meni^s as an end, but as a means of 
solving problems common to blacks.

Living the Spirit of Christ 
in Expectancy and Creativity

by D. Lewis White

A/lore than 6,000 Southern Baptist 

pastors, laymen, and denominational 
leaders have participated in studies 
from which have come annual themes 
and church emphases.

The theme for the church year 
1971-72 is "Living the spirit of Christ 
in Expectancy and Creativity." This 
theme is a "call to renewal of a Chris­
tian attitude, a commitment to the 
basic Christian spirit" embodied in 
Philippians 2:5 ("Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jes­
us,").

From this theme comes the 1971-72 
church emphasis, which encourages 
establishing creative and expectant 

The National Committee of Bia k 
Churchmen is a national ayempt it 
solving black problems through ec j- 
menical coalition.

What are the implications of t1 e 
new black mood for Southe n 
Baptists?

First, Southern Baptists need o 
adjust to the changes in race rei >- 
tions. The same black-white relatio >- 
ships will never exist again. Neg o 
Baptists will continue to speak up ai d 
expect to be heard.

Second, Negro churchmen ar d 
denominations will continue to app y 
gospel teachings to social issues wi’h 
or without Southern Baptists.

Third, evangelistic movements ai d 
church programs that are concerned 
only about "souls” will continue to 
be rejected by most black church­
men.

Fourth, the formulation and expres­
sion of black theology will consume 
more attention and influence of Ne­
gro Baptists.

Fifth, only racially cooperative ven­
tures will be countenanced 
Paternalism is dead.’

McCall is associate secretary. Department • >/ 
Wodr with National Baptists. HMB.

relationships with non-Christians for 
effective Christian witness and minis­
try. Individuals are urged to live th? 
spirit of Christ in creative ministn. 
Plans will be made for intensive evan­
gelism in 1972-73.

This church emphasis was deve - 
oped from planning goals adopted by 
the Southern Baptist Convention i i 
1968:

Coal 1: To extend the relevant min­
istries of the churches by enlisting 77 
percent of loca^church members • i 
one or more church program organ- 
zations offering study and involve - 
ment related to the 1969-73 themes 
and objectives.

Goal 2: To extend the evangelistic 
n nistry of the churches by baptizing 

.00,000 converts.
Goal 3: To extend the evangelistic 

r .nistry of the churches by establish- 
। 4 3,600 new churches.

Goal 4: To extend the evangelistic 
nistry of the churches by support- 

g 3,055 foreign and 3,055 home mis- 
■naries.
Goal 5: To extend the evangelistic 

iinistry of the churches by enrolling 
. mually 4,500 volunteers for church 
. orations in colleges and seminaries.

Goal 6: To extend the world wit­
ness of churches and the denomina- 
uon by increasing the financial 
-upport to an average of 5 percent of 
the total of all the church members' 
income with 20 percent to missions, 
including 8 percent to Southern Bap­
tist Convention agency causes.

Five critical areas of concern — 
evangelism. Cooperative Program, 
vocational guidance, moral issues, 
family ministries—are highlighted as a 
result of these goals.

Within each critical area of concern 
are focus points that can become 
worthy goals for each church.
Evangelism—(1) Stress the inevitable 

ultimate victory of Christ over the 
forces of Satan, that some day "all 
beings in heaven, and on earth, 
and in the world below will fall on 
their knees in honor of the name 
of Jesus, and all will openly pro­
claim that Jesus Christ is Lord." 
(Philippians 2:10-11, TEV); (2) Es­
tablish creative and expectant rela­
tionships with non-Christians; (3) 
Organize and conduct Bible study 
fellowships; (4) Become more 
effective witnesses; (5) Start new 
churches in pioneer areas; (6) Start 
new Sunday Schools that will grow 
in the churches; and (7) Discover 
and use more creative methods of 
soul-winning and personal witness.

•ooperative Program—Increase the 
stewardship of finances for extend­
ing world witness of the church 
and denomination.

ocational Guidance— Enroll volun­
teers for church vocations in the 
programs of study at colleges and 
seminaries.

'’oral Issues-HD Find more different 
ways of extending special minis­
tries to church members and to 
others outside the church; and (2) 
Establish creative and expectant 
relationships with non-Christians.

Continued on page 40
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CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST SCHOOL 
Pineville, Ky. 40977

MEMO FROM THE PRESIDENT

It seems very natural and, somehow not surprising at all. 
that so many fine people have come to Clear Creek to add 
their talents to those of others in serving .the Lord as mem­
bers of this faculty

Yet. I confess, often times I look across our campus, here 
in the hills of Pineville, and marvel at the way God has 
touched the lives of men and women, skilled through years 
of education and trainingas professional educators, and led 
them to this missionary work.

tflear Creek Baptist School cannot offer them the salaries 
or even the fringe benefits they could command from other 
schools, colleges, and universities for which their profes­
sional preparation makes them qualified, but to Clear Creek 
they have come from many places, each drawn by the de­
sire to serve in a special way. They have come understand­
ing the needs of our students for specialized training for 
Christian service—and understanding the missionary as­
pects of this c hallenge, one that we feel is so important to 
the c ause of Christ.

The key to much of what is accomplished here certainly 
is due to the dedicated faculty members whom God has led 
to this p|ac e. ijwrite this simply bec ause I believe you. our 
friends who help so vitally in supporting this work, want 
to know something of the total effort that is put forth by 
those who serve the Lord at Clear Creek.

We would like tn keep you up-to-date on all that is hap­
pening and would he happy to send you. without any 
charge, a subscription to our bi-monthly magazine. THE 
MOUNTAIN VOICE. Just send your name and address on a 
postcard.

D. M. ALDRIDGE
President
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Family Ministries—Develop a deeper 
fellowship with Cod by daily pray­
er, daily Bible reading, and im­
proved congregational worship.

What assistance is available to help 
churches meet these areas of 
concern?

Particular and specificjwlp will be 
given in Leadership Readiness Con­
ferences, scheduled /in 28 state con­
ventions, January-May, 1971. 
Southern Baptist Convention and 
state convention leaders will meet 
with pastors and other staff members, 
as well as church council members, 
to share ideas and resources available 
in the five critical areas of concern 
already noted. Best use of planning 
procedures and methods of church 
goals will be discussed.

"Living the spirit of Christ in Ex­
pectancy and Creativity"—a noble 
thought or an attainable reality? With 
Cod's power and our resources, this 
theme can become a vibrant reality in 
1971-72.-

When a 
Member Moves

by FLOYD TIDSWORTH JR.

While is coordinator, leadership Readiness Con­
ferences, Sunday School Board. Nashville. Tenn

Many Southern Baptists are among 
the 20 percent of Americans who 
move each year. Some move to states 
where less than 25,000 people are 
members of Southern Baptist 
churches and where Southern Bap­
tists have only one congregation for 
100,000 people.

Too many of these movers drop out 
of Southern Baptist church life, join­
ing the ranks of the three million 
non-resident Southern Baptists.

Can churches help change this 
situation? Forty-three missionaries 
from 17 states indicated they could by 
(1) communication with the member 
and/or the church in the area to 
which he is m^-ing; and (2) preparing

eBilty'§unday' 
Speaks Billy Sunday was the most 

talked-about, the most 
revered, the most hated and

the most successful evangelist of all 
time. This book, commemorating 

the 75th Anniversary of Billy's 
first year of preaching, contains 

fifteen of his leading sermons, 
many of his favorite stories, as 

well as some famous "Sunday- 
isms" - preceded by a fasci­

nating introduction by 
' Oral Roberts. Eight

pages of photos.
K Edited by
® Karen Gullen

86.95, now at 
your Baptist Book Store 

CHELSEA HOUSE 
PUBLISHERS 
Distributed by 

Random House

the mover for the transition through 
classes in doctrine and differences i 
local traditions and life styles.

A majority of the respondents h t 
the best solution was to send tl e 
name of the family to the pastor ■ f 
the church in its area, or to a mi - 
sionary or state office.

A number indicated that the farm v 
should be given the name and exa t 
location of a nearby southern Bapp i 
church.

Other suggestions within the an i 
of "communication" included: stori< , 
in state papers about "pioneer" area 
featuring a family that is moving; i 
"contact'' program, in which th ■ 
home church would keep in tou< i 
with the family that moves; and co.- 
respondence with the area pastor < r 
missionary.

Responses were varied concerning 
ways to prepare families for the tran­
sition from one community to an­
other.

Many felt information about the 
area and Baptist work there would be 
helpful. As one said, the moving tarn 
ily understand that life may be rad­
ically different; they should be shown 
how to make a constructive contribu­
tion to the new community.

"The first question should not be. 
'What can the church do for me and 
my family?"’ said fine missionary 
"The question should be, 'What can I 
do to serve the church and Cod?'"

The family should "seek out" a 
Southern Baptist congregation 
"Don't wait to be invited."

The importance of understanding 
Baptist distinctives was stressed; fami 
lies moving to new areas should real­
ize their ties with Southern Baptists 
are based on more than formation ot 
a "you-all" club.

A final suggestion was that 
churches show more interest in Baf 
tist work in other areas. Youth group 
could help with Bible schools, and 
choir tours and youth revivals coul I 
be held. Associations could sponsc r 
crusades, and laymen could help wit i 
revivals.

Teaching "pioneer" mission- 
through regular channels and World 
Mission Conferences were also re* 
ornmended.-

104. EVERYONE IN THE 
JIBLE by Wm P Bailei
-.b price$6 95

TAKE ANY

Ottl. FAMILIAR 
GARDEN BIRDS OF 
AMERICA th H Collins.

0044 BEGGAH TO KING 
Waiter Ductal

Pub price S5 95

3 BOOKS
for just $1.00

nlus nnlv mriritfl ftrliv/nj rntrtplus only modest delivery costs

Home Missions

*

(Values from this 21-book collection - up to $24.85!)

WITH MEMBERSHIP IN 
CHRISTIAN HERALD'S FAMILY BOOKSHELFPub price $7 95

0492. THE SINS OF 0309. ONLY IN ALASKA 0352 RASCAL 
by Sterling Ninth 
Pub price $4 50

0328 PONTIUS PILATE
Oy Pau' Maiei
Pub price $5.95

0076 C00I 
COMPANY
■ii'iiois Pub price S6.95

>006. ALL OF THE
V0MEN OF THE BIBLE 
.' Edith Deen

'ub. price $5.95

by lav Thomas 
Pub price $5.95

HEROD by Funi Slauqhie'
Pub price $5 95

0276. THE MAGIC OF 
WALKING by A Sussman & 
R Goode Pub. price S7.5O

0497 SOPWHO'S AFRAID 
OF BIRTHDAYS by Anna 
Mow Pub. price $3 95

0025 BEYOND OUR
SELVES by Catherine
Marshall Pub price $4 95

0297. NEW MOON 
RISING bv Eugenia Puce
Pub. price $5.95

030B OFFICE HOURS 
DAY AND NIGHT ' .

Pub price $7 95

0248. LOVE MY 
CHILDREN t„ HuwH
Browne & James W
EPub price $5 95

0014. AT EASE; STORIES 
I TELL TOMY FRIENDS 
by Dwight D Eisenhower 
Pub price $6 95

CHRISTIAN HERALD’S FAMILY BOOKSHELF • 27 East 39th Street, New York, N.Y. 1001640



STAY ON TOP OF 
TODAY'S ISSUES

nqmoc Muchnnrlr

Tppemnijs Why have more than 
500,000 readers selected 

THE NEW SCOFIELD?

Read These 
Broadman Books

BRIDGING THE GENERATION GAP 
William L. Self

"They won't listen to me!" Teen-agers say this about parents. Pare is 
say it about teen-agers. Bill Self changed all that. He listened inten ly 1 
to the youth and adults in his church. Then he sought, through lis 
sermons, to bring the two groups together. The result—overflowing I 
crowds at all services. Now Bill Self shares his success to help y >u ■ 
bridge the generation gap. (26b) $1.95

GAMES HUSBANDS AND WIVES PLAY 
John W. Drakeford

Hov\j;iuch simpler marit^ problems become when husband and wife 
can learn to smile about (’em. The idea in this book is to get couples , 
to see many of their serious problems as unconscious “games." Some 
examples: “Funny Money," “Outlaw In-laws,” and "Divide to Con- , 
quer." (26b)

Appointed:
r. and Mrs. Santos Martinez, to 

1 ,e among the Spanish, Agua 
D ce, Tex.

1rs. Mary Delgado, to serve as 
k lergarten worker in the Spanish 
B. Hist Mission, Hondo, Tex.

1 Ir. and Mrs. Esequiel Cervantez, to 
| sc've as teachers at the Mexican Bap- 
| ii Bible Institute, San Antonio, Tex.

Transferred:
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Sandlin, from 

I I <e Indian Chapel, Roosevelt, Utah to i 
I serve the entire southeastern region | 
j ii' Utah, ,as regional missionaries 

among the Navajo and Ute Indians in ■ 
j the "Four Corners" area (where the 
' states of Arizona, New Mexico, Colo- 1 

rado and Utah meet).
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Romero, from 

I the Spanish department of the River­
side Baptist Church, Miami, Fla., to 
the Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispano- 
Americana (First Spanish-American 
Church), New Orleans.

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Hernandez,
$2.95

SHOULD DOCTORS PLAY GOD?
.Claude A. Frazier, M.D.

with Introduction by Morris Fishbein, M.D.
(Available Around March 1)

Suppose you were one of four people needing a kidney machine, and 
you lost? Then you would realize the power of life over death which 
doctors possess. This book deals with the moral and ethical problems 
faced by doctors in dcaliqg with' issues such as: artificial impregnation, ) 
abortion, etc. (26b) $4.50 '

Other Broadman Titles You'll Want to Read . . .

Whiskey at the Wheel, J. Marse Grant, 
(26b) $1.50

How to Fight the Drug Menace. 
William S. Garmon and 

Phil Strickland, 
(26b) $1.‘O

Available at Yo<>r 
Baptist Book Sto e

from Ralls, Tex., to serve with the Ig­
lesia Bautista Jerusalem, Lorenza, Tex.

Mr. and Mrs. Andres Rodriguez, 
from the Spanish mission, Wilson, 
Tex., to serve in the Spanish mission, 
Delhart, Tex.

Mr. and Mrs. Lorenza Castillo, from 
; Charlotte, Tex,, to the Oakview Span- 
| ish Mission, Lockhart, Tex.

6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

FOR 
OFFERING CIRCULAR 

Tear out and mail to 
Bill Landen, ADM. 

771-2480 
Colorado Baptist Genera) 

Convention
>. O. Box 22005 

Denver, Colorado 80222

Name ....................................................

Xddress ................................................

With increasing confidence and enthusiasm, lay­
men and scholars are recommending The New 
Scofield Reference Bible, the up-to-date edition 

acclaimed throughout the evangelical world.

They praise its distinctive, practical format, expanded 
cross references, more comprehensive footnotes. New 
Oxford Bible Maps with Index, and other improved 
helps.

Important, too, is the wide range of New Scofield 
styles and colors —all representing the finest in Bible 
quality and craftsmanship. This is the guarantee of the 
Oxford imprint.

All editions contain the complete text of the 
King James Version and Concise Concordance.

HANDY SIZE (S'kxT's, only thick) — French Mo­
rocco (shown above). Gold edges. Black, Blve. or Red.

09153x. $18.95
LARGE SIZE (53ix8s<, only %" thick) — French Mo­
rocco. Gold edges. Black. Blve, or Red. 09173x. $21.95 

Above styles with Ultrathin Oxford India paper.

WIDE MARGIN (6’1 x 9'i x Ui")-Natural Grain Mo­
rocco, leather lined. Gold edges. With 32 pages of ruled 
bond paper. 09379x. $39.50
LOOSELEAF (6’ix9Ux !•%") —Moroccoette. Gold edges. 
With 160 pages of ruled bond paper. 09382x. $35.00 

Above styles with writing-quality Oxford India paper.
Ask to see the complete range of New Scofield 

styles, from $8.95 to $45.00.
Order from Your Baptist Book Store

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS/New York
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E. R. MOORE ... the 
Choice of 51 Baptist 
Book Stores

Chaplains Prayer Calendar

Baptist Book Stores know that quality 
products are the real bargains in the 
long run, so they di>phiy~ and sell only 
the highest quality choir robes—choir
robes from E. R. loore.

Serenade
Moore’s most popular 
choir gown features sim­
ple lines flattering to 
both men and women. 
Fine fluting extends 
around yoke to front 
panels, allowing the 
gown’s fulness to drape 
in graceful folds to hem. 
Moderately priced and 
easy to care for.

Ballad
The newest robe for 

youth takes its inspiration 
from the popular Serenade. 

Precise fluting outlines its 
“small yoke from the center 

panels creating yards of 
graceful beauty. Full, 

flowing sleeves.

Mar. 1: Joseph E Calle, la.. Army, 
Douglas E. Pond, Tex.. Army. George T. 
Sturrh, Tex . Air Forte: Robert F. Bradley. 
Va,. hospital; Joe L Orr, Tenn., institu­
tional Mar. 3: Roy F Grant. Ala , hospital. 
Mar. 4: Raymond Y Chauncey, Ga., insti­
tutional; Robert C. Jones, Tex., Army; Paul 
A Montgomery, Ky , Air Forte; James W 
Wilson Jr.. Ala., Navy.

Mar. 5: Calvin V, Swearingin. Tex , 
Army; Bennie I. Billings. La., Navy; Sander 
O Cakebread. Ala , institutional Mar. 6: 
Billy D. Hensley, Ark.. Air Force. Marvin 
C Hughes. S.C., Army. George J. Stafford. 
Ga., hospital Mar. 7: Allen G. Landers. 
Mo., Air Force; Charles C Noble Jr., Mo., 
Navy. Franklin I. Sparkman. Ala., Army. 
Alvin W. Hedin, Okla., hospital. Mar. 8; 
Wrex K. Hauth Jr.. Mo., Navy; G. Howard 
Linton, Tex., hospital. Jack L. Thomas. 
N.C., Army.

Mar. 9: Sam Richard Gordon. La., hospi­
tal. Robert F. Shaddox, Ark , Army. Mar. 
10: Teddy R. Pope Jr , Tenn.. Army. Mar. 
11: Ostar Forrester. Ga., Navy; Grover E. 
Stillwagon. Mo., Air Forte. Mar. 12: 
George I. Esch, Mich., Air Force; lames 
W. Millsaps. Tenn., Air Forte; H. Bernard 
Nail. Miss., hospital. Mar. 13: John M. Al­
len. Fla., Army; Ernest A. Banner Jr.. N.C.. 
Army; Willie D. Powell. Tex.. Navy.

Mar. 14: Jfahn W.F. Skinner. Ala , hospi­
tal. Mar. 15: flVnmy G. Cobb, Tex.,Institu­
tional; Edward A. Flippen Jr.. Va., Army; 
Zeak C. Mitchell Jr.. Ala., Navy Mar. 16:

John H Boyle. Ky,. hospital; Ira G ,ve- 
Cartee. Fla., Navy, Mar. 17: Ernest E Kit 
cus, La., Air Force: William C. lea up 
S.C.. Navy; Carl P. McNally, Me.. A nv 
Wallace H Welch, Ala., institutional tar 
18: Jack C. Hughen. Fla.. Army; Fred> ui 
H Ogilvie, Tex , Army

Mar. 19: James F. Bray. Ga.. Army. ,t> 
ert D. Christian. Ala , Air Force; lee, arc 
B Hinz. Tex., hospital. Kinsler Boyd * j«i 
Sr.. N C.. Navy. Mar. 20: Thoma a 
George. Ga.. Army. Leo S. Stanis Jr.. ■ ( 
Navy. Bobby D. Moore. Ala . Army far 
21: Eugene A. Blitch Jr . La.. Air F< > f 
William L. Clark, Miss., Air Force: I un 
M. Jackson, S.C., Army; Walter C Jac ■ <lr 
III, Ky., hospital. Mar. 22: leonard Edv arc 
Markham. Ala.. Navy, Paul W BeatF rd 
Tex , Air Force. Mar. 24: James E. for. jn 
Tex., Air Force; Elmer Palmer. Ky.. Ar 
Weldon F. Wright. Tex., Army.

Mar. 25: James Dent, Ky.. mstitutii ial k 
Mar. 26: Fred A. Delashaw. Tex . Airi 
Force Mar. 27: Charles Patisaul. Ga.. r sti- 
tutional. Mar. 28: Lester E Burnette. M ss. ' 
Army; Irvin Hayes Thompson. N.C.. Navy, i 
E C. Houston, Ala . hospital Mar. 29: 
Vancil V. Gibson. Mo . Air Force; Hamid 
Thompson, Tex.. Army. Frank M Cm. 
burn. Mo., Army Mar. 30: Joseph ■ ari J| 
Simpson. Ky.. Navy. Harold E. Brown, 'la 
institutional. Mar. 31: George T. B<vd 
Miss.. Navy; Joseph K. Dodd. Ala , Army 
Clinton R Phelps. Mich., hospital J<»hnj 
O. Solano. N.M.. Air Force.

Easter Song
A lovely gown, ideal for 
children. Soft pleats 
following the shoulder 
contours descend in 
graceful folds to the hem. 
Charming tab collar is 
detachable.

You will find the complete 
Moore line illustrated in 
full color in the Baptist 
Book Store Catalog 1971. 
There are also fabric 
descriptions, price lists, and details of 
Moore's attractive 15% discount. 
Or, send for the free Moore Choir Robe 
Packet containing robe style brochure, 
fabric and color selector, price list, 
measuring chart, and order forms.
Send to:

Moore Choir Robe Packet 
Book Store Division 

Sunday School Board 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

UMY Mcomplete, 
V ORIGINAL, 

UXAItltlllCEII
STROXG'S

EXH II STIVE 
(OXCORDAXCE

Dr. E. Schuyler English 
with 37 evangelical scholars 
• Complete King James Version 
• Notes, helps on page with text 
• Introduction to each book 
• Summaries • Historical data 
• Comprehensive index 
• Chronologies • Maps

With or without Concordance in a 
wide>range of styles. $8.50-527.50. 
Shown above: De luxe Cowhide Con­
cordance Edition. BLACK. BLUE, or 
RED. I26x. $25.00.
Order from Your Baptist Book Store
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

OF THE
IHHLE

over seventy’ 
’ears—still 
in demand

ABINGDON PRESS

at the heart 
of your church'$ work

effective ministry through the church
SET THE CHURCH AFIRE!
Wayne Dehoney
An enthusiastic call for innovative Christian witness and min­
istry through the church Dr Dehoney, pastor of one of 
America s great city churches, shares a vision of possibilities 
through church renewal $4.50

compares New Testament and contemporary problems 
THE REPUTATION OF A CHURCH
G. Avery Lee
Examples from New Testament churches illustrate various 
church problems evident in contemporary situations. Here's 
practical, biblical help on maintaining the positive reputation 
a church needs to be effective $1.50

leaders share experiences
HOW TO WIN THEM
John R. Bisagno, Kenneth L. Chafin, C. Wade Freeman, 
and others
Recognized evangelistic leaders share their experience and 
convictions A valuable aid to any preacher concerned with 
improving and enriching his own evangelism $3.95

necessary concern for people 
PEOPLE-CENTERED EVANGELISM 1
John F. Vlavlik I
Christians must understand and love people before they can 
win them to Christian decision This is Dr Havlik's mam thesis 
as he shows the why as well as thp how of evangelism Study 
Guide available in March Paper $1.75

study of church practices 
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 
B. F. Smith
A thorough study of baptism as seen through Christian history 
and contemporary practice. Summarizes current beliefs and 
practices of all major Christian groups. $4.95

See these at your Baptist Book Store

Kroadiuari KooUs
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Contents Letters
Minister in a Neon-Tattoed Dream­ To err is typical?

I. appreciate the inclusion of news 
from the churches and leadership, 
which you have been publishing in 
recent issues.

BUT, the next time you get an urge 
to say something about our church, 
would you please find something to 
say, or just skip it? ("Happenings," 
Nov. HM) Was this artidef?) sup­
posed to say something; mean some­
thing; or. is there some misprint?

Our church was constituted in April 
1967!

land ................................... . 2
by Mary-Violet Burns 

Comment.................................... 7
by Walker L. Khight

Executive's Word to
by Arthur B. Rutledge

A Gift for the Future 8
In the Beginning God .............. 12
The Earth Mourns and Withers 14
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Leadership Section 31
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Linda Stephens Taylor, layout artist 
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Tom Baker, art director 
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J. C. Durham and Don Rutledge

ON THE COVER
Christians, because of their awareness of 
the divine nature of creation, have a spe­
cial interest in the environment. What 
there is left of it. Rethinking our old atti­
tudes may result in a better understanding 
of the gospel of Cod, rather than the gos­
pel of Greenback. Our photo-essay begins 
on page 12.

Vol. XLII February 1971 No. 2
Published Monthly hy the Home Mission Board 

Southern Baptist Contention
Subsoiplion Mies: $1 per year or 52 lor ihree years. < lub 
rate (10 or more). 75. budget rate to churches, 60. single

Mailing: All changes ol address, renewals and new sub­
scriptions should contain a zip code number All corre­
spondence should be addressed to Circulation Depart­
ment. Home Mission,. 1350 Spring St NW , Atlanta Ca 
30309.
Change oi Address: Please give old and new addresses

Terrill Road Baptist Church has 
experienced some print-worthy ac­
complishments in these few years. 
And, I do think there are many peo­
ple in our churches across the nation 
who would delight to know that some 
of the young congregations they have 
helped so nj^ich are now numbered 
among the helpers. V

Judging by the overwhelming 
"swinger-type" image projected 
through many Home Missions articles 
recently; and, by the reactions which 
come in some letters published—I 
believe the idea has gone forth that 
the goal of establishing self-support­
ing churches has been scratched, or 
given a very low priority in our Home 
Mission operations.

Kenneth King, pastor 
Terrill Road Baptist n 
Scotch Plains, N.J.

We are sorry. We misunderstood out 
sources. Terrill Road has started a new 
home fellowship, a move we heartily en­
dorse. We also apologize if we have given 
the impression that establishing self-sup­
porting churches is a low-priority goal. 
This is certainly not the case, although we 
have shifted emphasis through Project 500 
to finding the most strategic and needy 
places to start new churches. There is an 
additional emphasis on beginning 
churches without building a structure, as 
well as using all the creativeness possible.

An A+ in Logic
A letter . . . from one E. A. Berver- 

ich (Nov. HOME MISSIONS) justifies 
segregatipn on the grounds that "Our 
good Lord is a segregationist." As 
evidence he offers "our good Lord 
did not want a robin mating with a 
red bird or a cat with a dog. . . 
This is faulty analogy. Cats and dogs 

are different species. Mr. Berberii h’s 
reasoning implies that Negroes. (ori­
entals, and other non-whites re 
something other than humans.

Our good Lord does permit wi ite 
cats to mate with black cats and w! rte 
dogs with black dogs. Furtherm< re, 
He does permit robins and red bir Is, 
cats and dogs, and many other c< n- 
binations to live together in hir- 
mony—without mating. That is a 
more accurate analogy to integration.

William Plampin 
Alexandria, Va.

A Mrs-stated Remark?
I was shocked to read the state­

ment, "Someone once said that God 
couldn't be everywhere, and so He 
made mothers," (Nov. HM).

Miss Dina Merrill also made this 
statement earlier in the year in speak­
ing for the March of Dimes. Dr. 
Woods and I wrote to the National 
Foundation and voiced our disap­
proval.

This statement makes a mockery of 
the Christ that HOME MISSIONS is 
striving to present to people.

Mrs. D. L. Woods, Jr. 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Three Cheers
Just a note to say that I deeply ap­

preciated your issue of December. I 
believe it is the best issue you have 
published in a long time. At least it 
struck me that way. Dr. Rutledge s 
articles as well as the articles by Lyle 
Schaller and T. B. Maston really have 
impact.

Jack Harwell 
Atlanta, Ga.

Pinko Paper = Red Face?
• I was disturbed when I read t ie 

letter to the editor, "A 'Pink)' 
Paper?" (Nov. HM). Obviously Mr. 
Key does not even know what co 1- ■ 
munism is even though he admitt -d ' 
he did. I am embarrassed to think we 
have Southern Baptists who think in 
such a twisted fashion. If what y >u ' 
are printing in flOME MISSIONS is 
communism then I say we need mi re 
of this kind of communism.

If Southern Baptists are ever to get 
with the twentieth century, I believe 

If- Home Mission Board will be the 
<i- to do it. If Southern Baptists did 
n have you to make the Good News 
r« vant we would be at least 50 years 
b< iind the times. I hope you have 
e >ugh guts and fortitude and grace 
!■ gnore such sick letters. . Keep 
us the good work. If HOME MIS- 
S: >NS became anything less than 
w’al it is. I would cancel my sub- 
w -iption tonight.

Jack A. Shaw 
Gainesville, Fla.

Waging War on Morals
Far be it for me to take Dr. Cum­

mins to task on the politics of this 
war—I do not necessarily agree with 
him on that point, either— but. as a 
Christian layman, stationed with a 
uimbat-proven armored calvary unit, 
I do feel I can perhaps be justified in 
publicly disagreeing with his analysis 
of the moral effects of Vietnam duty 
upon American personnel.

The average young enlisted man in 
today's "Action Army" has had more 
aiademic and technical training than 
any foot soldier in any previous mil­
itary organization.

How is the young well-trained sol­
dier expected to act? From all 
appearances, he must maintain a jun­
ior-high level vocabulary with an ex­
haustive inventory of profanities and 
obscenities; he must be able to hold 
limitless quantities of alcohol, and be 
n idy for the sexual conquest of the* 
•••cal populace on short notice. In 
■Edition, for conformity's sake, he

>uld be ready for such uplifting 
ersions as stag films and strip 
•ws which would make "Oh, Cal- 

.na!" blush.
Really, it is not the fault of the 

। nmon soldier that he is given 
dit for a not-so-admirable level of 
•rals; if guilty, he is only following 

’ unfortunate example set by his 
iers, senior NCOs and (yes, even) 

* cers.
Vhen a squadron staff party in- 
des heavy drinking, brawling, and 

■ tripper or two, can it be surprising 
enlisted personnel will try to "get

••tie action" too? What is heart- 
• aking about the situation is the

• that most of the participants list 

themselves as Christians of one kind 
or another. It is almost as if . . . ac­
tions over here will have no lasting 
effect upon character and personality 
development.

The majority of Vietnamese "locals" 
cannot be held guilty for the corrup­
tion of American troops. They, for the 
most part, are non-Christian and have 
moral values diflerent from the tradi­
tional Judeo-Christian concept of the 
worth <>t the individual personality.

True, there are small, scattered 
groups of Vietnamese Christians of 
both Catholic and evangelical persua­
sions, hut they are a small minor­
ity in most areas. In artuality, 
American God-fearing patriots have 
done an outstanding job of encourag­
ing prostitution, alcoholism, and 
other practices which have been 
nothing short of degradation for 
countless thousands of Vietnamese 
girls, young wlmen, and young men.

Chaplains are more often than not 
politely ignored and excluded from 
their legitimate place on the com­
mander’s special staff. With the ususal 
seven-day work week, chapel atten­
dance is implicitly, if not overtly, dis­
couraged.

I have not meant to imply that all 
Americans, or even a majority of 
American personnel on duty in Viet­
nam, are guilty of gross mis-conduc t 
Many troopers somehow, or other 
manage to maintain their purity de­
spite the availability of illicit sex; 
when a chapel service is held, a con­
gregation manages to materialize 
from somewhere. In my own chapel 
congregation (Episcopal) at Long 
Binh, there are people who regularly 
encounter two-hour round trips on 
Sundays in order to receive the Word 
and worship the Lord according to 
the dictates of their consciences. The 
same is doubtlessly true in virtually 
any chapel congregation; the fact 
remains, however, that those who do 
respect the virtue of Vietnamese 
womanhood and who dare to put 
their Christianity into practice do so 
with a minimum of official encourage­
ment^

Capt. Henry B. Shirley
APO San Francisco, Calif.

What tor Whom? Youm?
Thank you for the Nov. '70 issue. 

Now. that is what I consider a mission 
magazine!! It informs, inspires, moti­
vates and tells how and even who is 
doing what, for which to pray, per­
sonally and by name!!!

Merle and Clarence Richard­
son. Dallas. Tex.

We appreciate your comments. HM is 
making every eitort to carry more stories 
like those in the Nos issue See this 
month s story ol Jim Reid, page 2. and 
next month look lor the story of Dewey 
Hickev. a Nebraska missionary with a gi­
gantic parish And while on the subject 
ol next month's y.sue. we ll mention that 
we have a tew words to say about the 
suburban church what makes it tick, 
who hears its heartbeat?

We Goofed
Response to the January issue has 

been excellent, and requests for extra 
copies of the special section are very 
gratifying. However, some corrections 
are being made before these copies 
can be mailed.

The jewel "consistency" was lost 
in that issue, and readers have been 
quick to point out that we were giving 
three versions on how' to organize 
the church for community ministry.

We didn’t mean to come through 
with varied possibilities, letting you 
pick your way through, but when we 
used the resources of a number of 
people we let their methods and 
ours get confused.

The version we recommend (see 
Missions Committee in that issue) is 
as follows:

The missions committee takes 
initiative in making studies about local 
mission needs. It then brings plans 
for doing local mission work to the 
church council. The church council 
considers these plans, coordinates 
them appropriately with its total 
church program, and requests ap­
propriate church organizations to as­
sume responsibility for the mission 
work that is selected.

Mission work that can be per­
formed through mission action (and 
most of what we suggested in Jahuary 
can) should be assigned to the Wo­
man's Missionary Union and/or 
Brotherhood.

The Editors
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I learn that my own perversions 
distort my awareness of others' needs. 
And I learn that ministering to my own needs 
might be the real reason
I talk about God's love.
So I guard against self-deception, 
like the lawyer who asked Jesus. 
"Who is my neighbor?"
I know my neighbor. 
He is the person needing me. 
He is the person ahead 
on my pathway through life. 
He is the person I need.

To live for others 
is in some way to realize myself, 
to know my own need for love.
I never see myself so clearly 
as when my image is reflected 
in the bright, shiny eyes 
of a laughing child.

Sensitive and realistic photographs and text 
stir the conscience of the reader. Together 
they reveal unique ways to .communicate the 
Christian faith. This disturbing book shows how 
love can work and urges Christians to discover 
new ways to express God’s love to others.

Supplements the Home Mission Graded 
Series study of Christian social ministries in 
February.

Documented by, Home Missions' own editor, 
WALKER KNIGHT, and DON RUTLEDGE, 
photographer for the Home Mission Board.
SEE HOW LOVE WORKS Paperback, $1.95

Get it from your Baptist Book Store

Kroadiuari Koohs
Home Missions


