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IE CITY’S 
ALLENGE

A he myth is dead. The giant killer 
was the 1970 census figures.

For years, Southern Baptists have 
considered themselves a rural de
nomination. Yet, while clinging to 
roots deeply bedded in the soil. Sou
thern Baptists’ rural ties faded with 
the cityward migration of the post- 
WW1I industrial boom.

Southern Baptists became urban- 

ite§—find suburbanites. Rural life 
was a persistent dream. But only a 
djeam. Inexorably, Southern Bap
tists—like all other Americans—be
came wedded to the concrete jungles.

Yet myths, once born, are hard to 
kill. The old thinking persisted: 
"Southern Baptists are 
people."

Then came the results of
census.

And Southern Baptists 

a rural

the 1970

learned
some disturbing—confirming—facts:

The pattern of growth throughout 

American history has shown a shift in 
population from rural to urban areas. 
In 1790, only five percent of the popu
lation lived in urban centers. Since 
1900, the nation’s population has 
more than doubled, but the number 
of people living in the cities has in
creased more than three-and-one- 
half times.

And the trend continues. The 1970

census indicates 73.5 percent of the 
population is lodged in metropolitan 
areas, as compared to 69.9 percent 
in 1960.

The 1970 census also indicates the 
highest rale of population growth is 
in the South and West, traditionally 
areas of Southern Baptist strength.

Cities in these areas are among the 
fastest growing in the nation. By 
1975, populations of metropolitan 
Atlanta, Dallas. Houston, Birming
ham, Memphis, Louisville. Miami 
and New Orleans are expected to 
reach or exceed one million.

Urban concentration continues. 
In 1970, the percent of population in 
urban areas in southern stales ranged 
from 44 percent (in Mississippi) to 80 
percent (in Texas).
„ (Slates in which Southern Baptists 
have recently begun Io establish 
churches are among the most urban
ized in the nation: New York. New 
Jersey. California. Pennsylvania, for 
examples.)

What about Southern Baptists 

themselves? Do they follow the 
trends?

Emphatically. Southern Baptists re
flect the national migration from 
farm to city.

In 1969. over 61 percent of South
ern Baptists lived in cities as com
pared with 45 percent in 1950.

We may remember the 
country, but'Southern 
Baptists now live in 
the cities.

by William M. Pinson Jr.



THE CHALLENGE CONTINUED

Although mosj^diqrches in the Con
vention are sfill non-urban. there is 
an increasing percentage of city 
churches—from 17 percent in 1950 to 
33.5 percentkin 1969.

In additions--the growth in SBC 
churches has been due mainly to the 
establishment of more urban church
es. The number of rural churches has 
declined, by almost 1,000 since 1959. 
while the number of city churches has 
increased.

We have not only moved to the 
growing cities of the South, but also 
expanded our ministry into major 
urban areas outside the South.

In short, America is an urban nation 

and—like it or not—Southern Baptists 
are urban people. And the trends in
dicate both situations are going to 
con^infte.

Population fads demand, there-, 
fgje, that we Southern Baptises 
accept these conditions and develop 
an adequate approach to ministry in 
the city. We must major on urban 
areas if we genuinely care about peo
ple. because most people li-ve in 
urban centers. And in the cities are 
where the needs are greatest.

Physical, emotional and mental 
problems abound in the city. The de
clining inner-city, the perplexing 
transitional areas, the rapidly ex
panding suburbs all have their unique 
sets of problems. Clearly the city is 
where modern, urban-prisoned man 
must be confronted with the liberat
ing news of Jesus Christ.

(This does not mean that we should 
neglect non-urban areas. But it does 
demand extra effort in the cities. The 
small town and rural churches should 
themselves play a key role in the min
istry to the city. Many new
comers to the cities are from country 
churches; they should be prepared 
for life and witness in the city. Rural 
churches have a responsibility to 
minister to the city, too, for few areas 
will ultimately escape the city's 

spreading misery.)
How can we Southern Baptists 

develop a ministry adequate to meet 
these needs of America's cities? Here 
are some suggestions.

Sound Theology
Essential is a sound theology, be

ginning with the fact that God has 
created the world and loves it. His 
sphere of operation is the entire 
world, including the cities, not merely 
the churches. God created man in his 
image. But man has sinned and 
chosen his own way. Many of the 
major problems of the cities are the 
result of man's sin—his pride, selfish
ness, apathy, lust, and will to power.

God has provided in his Son a reme
dy for sin. Christ is indeed the hope 
of the city. In the incarnation. Jesus 
shows us the way we are to live—in 
loving, sacrificial service to meet the 
total needs of all kinds of people. In 
the crucifixion. God sets us free from 
the p^er and ultimate penalty of sin. 
In the resurrection. Christnives in and 
through us. His coming again pro
vides us the hope Io keep on following 
his way regardless how’difficult it 
becomes.

In Christ the believer can become 
an effective minister in the city. He 
knows the hard reality that only God 
qpn make a perfect city. But he be
lieves that God has called on him to 
try to make a better city. He struggles 
Io combat the evil of the city because 
it is God’s will that he' do so; it is 
right. His task is not so much to give 
an answer Io the city's problems as to 
be an answer through consecrated 
realistic action.

A. the body of Christ a church is to 

live just as Jesus lived—in sacrificial 
service meeting the total needs of all 
people. The church has one basic mis
sion: to bear witness to Jesus Christ. 
The New Testament ideal sets the 
pattern for how the witnessing is to 
be done: through verbal proclama
tion. through the unique fellowship 
which believers enjoy in Christ.
' The mission of the church is to be 
carried out both in her own neighbor

hood and throughout the world.
In order to carry out her missu the 

church must both survive and rve 
This calls for steering a coun be
tween the "numbers racket" . d a 
“theology of failure."

In the numbers racket a churci con
centrates only on getting more j ip|e 
to join; it neglects total need o' per
sons and thereby perverts the G pel. 
The formula for numerical succ s is 
rather simple: Take one charis alii, 
leader, add one accessible local: n m 
a densely populated area, stir n a 
group of people dedicated enou i lo 
give sacrificially of their time and 
money, and slant the message and 
program to a large, responsive i rget 
group. The result will probably >e a 
growing institution, regardless c the 
theology involved. Unless the ba' is is 
thoroughly Christian, however the 
people will not be genuinely helped 
nor God pleased.

In a theology of failure a church 
equates numerical decline with <:' >mg 
God’s will. The attitude is. “we must 
be pleasing God because we are fail
ing so magnificently," Institutional 
survival is not an end in itself but a 
means to the end of ministering to 
people in Jesus' name. A church can
not serve oth'ers if it ceases to exist.

A church should work to grow in 
order that more lives can be helped. 
There may be times when institu
tional churches die in courageous 
efforts to serve; but no church should 
die without a valiant effort to stay 
alive through visitation, enlistment, 
and program.

A church receives power and .aid- 

ance for her mission from hhI 
through the Holy Spirit. "You wi re
ceive power when the Holy !■ .’iril 
comes upon you," Jesus said Up 
against impossible demands, we ust 
seek power through prayer and ling 
wide our faith to catch the m :hty 
rush of God’s Spirit.

Jesus also promised that the S lirit 
would lead us to all truth. FaceiUvilh 
more needs than can possibly b*nri 
in the cities, we must follow the 
Spirit's lading to know what tas s l» 
tackle.

Jesus' Example
’ example of Jesus provides 

Ch nans with the basic pattern for 
n)i icy Io total need in the cities, 
[t- spoke to men about their rela- 
n, up to a heavenly Father, about 
sir. nd forgiveness, and about fol- 
bo g him Io abundant life. He min- 
isi. .1 to physical, mental and 
eii mal needs of all types of 
pi- i-. He became involved in every 
as t of life—family, daily work, 
pn is, religion and interpersonal 
re ions.

' 1 i ministry should be like his. As 
|u! put il. "He who says that he lives 
in <. ■<! should live just as Jesus Christ 
di-: (1 John 2:6). Our responsibility 
in cal with total human need rests 
ills- on the clear command of God to 
us m his Word, the Bible. We must 
take the Bible seriously—all of it. We 
hav no right Io select portions to 
foll'iw and reject others because they 
dun i happen to suit our theology or 
our politics.

To preach the Word means to 

preach all the Word. This calls for 
preaching on faith and family life, 
repentance and racism, sanctification 
and sex. salvation and starvation, 
regeneration and revolution, justifi
cation and justice, hell and hunger. 
hea.cn and honesty, love and law— 
her .use the Bible speaks on all of 
the ...

I 's proclaim the whole Gospel 
In- the whole Bible—not a frag
in- ed "hot gospel” or "social 
g" I" selected from the texts which 
fit r particular theological fancy.

P <:h that which says "If a man 

h" neans and sees his brother in 
ni' vet closes his heart against his 
bi er. how can he claim that he has 
I" or God in his heart?" as well as 
' oust be bom again."

ach "Whoever will call on the 
«• of the Lord will be saved" as 
" is "If a man says he loves God 

ales his brother, he is a liar." 
•ch "Love your neighbor as

V' elf" as well as "Believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved."

Proclaim "God is no respeclor of 
persons" as well as "The wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Declare "For by grace are you 
saved through faith" as well as "We 
are his workmanship, created in 
Christ |esus unto good works."

Our emphasis must be as broad as 
life. With the Bible as our guide, we 
must become as concerned about 
dirty air and water as we have been 
about dirty books anil movies: about 
the immoral use of sex in marriage 
for irresponsible procreation as we 
have been about sex apart from 
mairiage; about people who are kept 
out of our churches because ol race 
and class as we are about those let in 
without benefit of 'Baptist immer
sion"; about what the poor have lor 
supper as we have been about who is 
eligible Io partake of Ihe Lord's 
Supper.

Christians should be at home amid 

concern about total human need. 
Long before government agencies 
and private organizations became in
terested in welfare or social reform 
churchmen were active in these 
areas. For centuries education, medi
cal care relief for the poor, and 
similar programs were almost solely 
the concern of churches.

Before Ihe Proverty Program was a 
dream of government officials. Chris
tians were struggling Io ease Ihe 
plight of the poor'in slums, inner- 
city ghettos, and rural backwaters.

Great churches have never been 
confined to horieycombs of class
rooms for education nor barns for 
preaching. Christ-like, they have 
been involved in ministry In total 
human need.

Today many concerns clamor for 
ministry in our nation. Multitudes 
have not heard Ihe gospel clearly pre
sented. Surely Ihe God who so loved 
Ihe world Ihal he sent his Son Io die 
for our sin is calling Baptists to crea
tive, aggressive ways Io confront losl 
men in Ihe cilies with the gospel.

The 1970 census revealed that hun

dreds of thousands of families in the 
United States live in substandard 
housing. Millions of persons in cities 
dwell in houses and apartments Ihal 
are devoid of adequate toilet or 
kitchen facilities, cold in winter and 
torrid in summer, filthy and rat in
fested. Clean sheets, a hot shower, 
and air conditioning are not part of 
their world: drafts, leaks, falling 
plaster, roaches, and foul odors are. 
For such hovels they often pay rent 
high enough Io make slum landlords 
wealthy.

The God who spoke through his 
prophets Io condemn those who lived 
in fine homes while Ihe poor groaned 
in their misery is surely < ailing Bap
tists to deal with housing needs.

In 1969 the Department of Labor 
released figures indicating Ihal over 
30 million people in Ihe United Stall's 
are living below Ihe poverty level. 
Over half of these live in urban are.is.

Children account lor over 40 per
cent ol Ihe urban poor. The 197(1 
Conlenyice on Children revealed that 
three million children under six years 
old and seven million between the 
ages of six and seventeen aye mem
bers of poverty families. f

A disproportionate number id the 
poor are from minority groups. The 
incidence of povert y is more I han 
three times as high among non whites 
as among whiles'. Low wages are 
responsible for twice as much poverty 
as unemployment.

The urban poor eat a substandard 
diet, and the resulting malnutrition 
deforms bodies and cripples brains. 
Surely the God who spoke against 
mistreatment of the poor and power
less is calling Baptist churches Io deal 
with the plight of the poor in our 
cities.

The population explosion is most 

evident in the cities. Unchecked, the 
present birth rate can take us only to 
catastrophe. God commanded man to 
multiply in order to replenish the 
earth, not to overburden it. Surely the 
God who called men Io responsible 
stewardship of his earth is calling 
Baptists to fight pollution and pro-* 
mote birth control.

Only God can make a perfect city, but he 

calls us to make a better city.

4 Home Miss >ns Sti MBER, 1971



THE CHALLENGE continued

In American citi®s~cgcial discrimina

tion breeds Xate. frustration, and 
violence. In (employment the median 
family income of nonwhites is ap
proximately half that of whites while 
the unemployment rale is twice as 
high; furthermore nonwhites tend to 
be limited to lower status jobs.

In education schools attended 
mainly by nonwhiles are generally 
inferior to predominately white 
schools. Churches which sponsor 
private schools to preserve segrega
tion contribute to the racism in edu
cation. In health nonwhites suffer 
higher infant mortality, shorter life 
expectancy, and more disease than 
whites. Many nonwhites are still not 
welcome in white churches. Surely 
the God who is no respector of per
sons is calling Baptists to exercise the 
demon qf racism and establish justice 
in 0441 huid.

In our cities scores of needs cry out 
format tention. God is calling his peo
ple to minister to . these needs in 
Christ’s name. In such a total minis
try rests the only temporal hope for 
our cities.

For churches to minister effectively 
in cities there is a need for adequate 
organization. But organization exists 
not to be admired but Io serve. Some 
institutions are like a physical fitness 
fanatic who spends hours in front of a 
mirror flexing and admiring his bi
ceps but never does any useful work. 
Developing a splendid organization is 
meaningless unless it functions Io 
meet human need.

The local church is the basic organ

izational structure for Christian com
passion. More, not less, emphasis on 
the local church is called for by the 
exploding metropolis. In the major 
metropolitan areas, we will fall ir
responsibly behind our opportunities 
unless thousand^ of new Baptist 
churches are formed within the next 
five years.

New churches in the cities are cost

ly. But it is a price we must pay. With
out these bases of operation in the 
booming metropolitan areas we 
simply cannot do what God wanls us 
Iodo.

Local .churches must be structured 
to deal with the situation in which 
they exist. Bui standardized, pre
developed plans imposed on a local 
congregation will not meet the needs 
of the complex, modern city. Variety 
and flexibility are demanded.

Diversity of life style will call for 
increased tolerance among Baptists. 
God opens new doors every morning; 
we must have the courage Io walk 
through them. We should experiment 
with new approaches and methods. 
This does not mean abandoning old 
methods simply because they are old. 
The test is not, “Is it old or new?" 
but "Does il serve to carry out effec
tively the mission of the church?" In 
Christ we have been set free—free 
even to fail. We will not meet the 
problems of the city unless church
men dS»e Io try the different.

Traditionally 
Nontraditional

Baptists traditionally have been 
nontraditional. We have been willing 
to open new streets in the city of God. 
We were lumped with the radical 
wing of the Reformation for good rea
son. We were regarded with suspicion 
by the monarchies of Europe because 
we favored new forms'" of govern
ment. The established churches of 
America showed us ill will because 
we proposed new church structures. 
Baptists spread across the frontier 
like a prairie fire because we aban
doned traditional methods of estab
lishing churches and training 
ministers and developed new ones. 
Other Baptists regarded us as radical 
and unorthodox when we adopted the 
new board and convention approach 
to denominationalism.

Is the Baptist genius for developing 

creative, innovative, and effective 
approaches to Christian ministry 
still alive?

6 Home Miss >ns

Yes!
There are many evidences tha this 

is true. Churches are meelir in 
apartments, mobile homes and 
houses. Churches are forming g, »ups 
around issues and needs rathei han 
around family units and geograi ,ical 
areas. Many are utilizing new ,rnis 
of worship and education. m< t nf 
which are warmly informal.

Some churches are experimi ling 
with buildings which can be adj sled , 
easily to changing conditions. A um
ber are teaming up to providi bal- | 
anced ministries: white chu .hes 
with black. Anglo with Me' can- 1 
American, inner-city with suburl ,n.

A few are adopting an organiz lion j 
in which one church exists in sc eral 
locations to meet Ihe diverse nee Is uf 
a city (see story, page 8).

Churches are expanding fact lies ! 
and staffs to provide speci.i.ized * 
ministry programs. Weekday minis
tries utilize facilities daily Io cate lor 
community needs. Several are adding 
staff members Io concent rah on 
urban ministry: biblically and piacli- ii 
cally such a "minister of ministries ’ 
has as much, perhaps more, validity 
as other staff roles.

Churches are also striving Io equip 

laymen to minister effectively in 
their vocations and communit\ re
sponsibilities. Serving on school 
boards, city councils, planning com
missions. citizens' action groups and 
other organizations is stressed .is d 
means of Christian service.

A lay-centered approach is de
manded to meet the challenge ot the 
city. Vocational church workers don’t 
have Ihe skills, training, or the li ne to 
care for all the needs of the city

Some people are calling for . cut- 1 
back in church activity. But eff■ five I 
city churches are adding mean igful J 
activities involving small grou >s <>l r 
people in programs designed Io meet ( 
specific needs.

No one is expected to be inv «lved J 
in everything. But a* person ca 
come involved in something tha uses | 
his free time creatively and wo. hih U

Through these groups, or task J 
forces, churches are under! king k 

mi. 1 t ies to a wide variety of persons 
in tes. Special programs are in 
op. ion for the aging, young, 
on I parents, mentally ill. physical
ly ndicapped, retarded, shut-in, 
Sn irisoner, delinquent, poor, inter
na tai. addict, alcoholic, released 
ofi ier. runaway youth, nonreader 
an- 'hers.

! .istries include medical clinics. 
(J. s and food centers, tutoring, job 
ir. 11g and placemen!, halfway 
h.. 'S. counseling centers, home 
Bi study, telephone counseling,
h<- making classes, apartment 
h..( .• ministry, literacy training, 
an ■ ilizenship classes.

A number of churches are realizing 

lh. need for social action. They see 
ih.i it is not enough Io tutor the slow 
learner without also doing something 
ali'.uf ihe social circumstances which 
caused him to be mentally deficient. 
Tin a understand that il is not enough 
to provide clothes and food Io ihe 
pool and do nolhing about Ihe near 
starvation wages many are paid.

Numerous action groups are being 
funned by churches to tackle the 
s<»< i d problems of the city. Many 
groups are composed of persons from 
a number of churches. The needs are 
alm is I limitless for such groups.

Churches are also learning that 
the-. cannot handle the challenge of 
ihu ■ ity alone. Corporate action is 
uti n needed Io deal with personal 
pi- lems in the city.

Urban Approach
rural America problems can 

u ■ Hy be cared for on a personal 
ba If a neighbor is sick, friends 
h. Harvest his crops. Such an ap- 
P> h to human need is seldom 
" able in Ihe city. Special govern- 
1,1 and private organizations are 
n. -.ary. City churches must learn 
*'• perale with and support these 
“* -izalions.

al issues as well as personal 
b n need call for corporate action. 
( 1 lies must learn Io express Chris-
11 >ve by helping form community

: groups Io deal with specific 

IS the Baptist genius lor developing 
creative, innovative, and effective approaches to Christian ministry still alive?
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problems such as housing, pollution, 
crime, alcohol, and poverty. Such 
groups often engage in political 
action as Christian ministry.

Baptist churches are also working 
through associations of churches.

In a few places special neighbor
hood or city-wide organizations have 
been established. These are usually 
composed of churches from several 
denominations. Herschel Hobbs, fur 
example, helped form a city-wide 
organization for ministry in Okla
homa Cily and Wayne Dehoney aided 
in creating a neighborhood associa
tion in Louisville.

All organizations, programs and 
ministry will be shallow humanism 
unless they communicate Ihe good 
news of Chrisl. Part of ihe struggle 
of the urban church is how to effec
tively communicate the gospel. Voca
tional evangelism, mass media, up- 
IO-date language, personal testimony, 
dialogue, and effective preaching 
are all being used.

In verbalizing the Christian faith we 

must remember that in some cases 
our only ministry may be to share the 
eternal hope in Jesus Christ. For 
millions there are no temporal solu
tions Io their problems; social change 
will not come soon enough. Without 
lessening Christian social action or 
reducing the gospel Io promises of 
"pie in the sky by and by." we must 
not be ashamed to tell the suffering 
masses of our cities about a city 
where God will wip| away all tears 
and there w ill lie no’more grief, cry
ing or pain.

Denominational backing and plan
ning assist local'church efforts in 
urban areas. What is being done has 
been helpful: the seminaries have 
limited programs to train persons for 
urban ministry; the Home Mission 
Board has a few specialists in urban 
work; some state conventions are 
developing urban emphasis. But 
more is needed.

Al leasl four specific items appear 
to be essential;

(1) A continuing major emphasis on 
urban areas by Ihe Southern Baptist 
Convention with concentrated efforts 

in the largest metropolitan centers 
where the major population growth 
is taking place.

(2) Specialists in urban church 
ministries on the staffs of the various 
stale Baplisl conventions to help co
ordinate programs.

|3| Increased cooperalion with 
other denominations and private 
agencies dealing w'ith urban prob
lems.

(4) Training programs for urban 
ministry in the major metropolitan 
areas sponsored cooperatively by the 
Home Mission Board, the seminaries, 
state conventions, and perhaps local 
associations.

Wh„ ,f we fail to act? What if we 

go on with business as usual? Whal 
if we bog down in doctrinal or institu
tional feuds and ignore the plight of 
the cities? Perhaps God will raise up 
another people to do whal we would 
not do. Or he may let the inevitable 
wages of our sin be paid in death...

Death in our cities as pollution, 
prejudice, and not take their lull.

Death of little children through 
hunger, rat bites, drugs, and v/olence.

Death of our churches as they per
ish from neglect, racism, inflexibility 
and ihe shame of failure Io meet the 
challenges around I hem.

Death id our freedom and democ
racy as revolutionaires capitalize on 
the inlolerable situation created by 
our apathy Io bring Ihe cities crashing 
down on us

Death eternal Io Ihe multitudes in 
the cilies who never < learly hear or 
see <iur witness to Jesus Chrisl

But il we respond w ith swill, 1 oura- 
geous. massive action, we could write 
new chapters in the story of God's 
people. The Holy Spirit is blowing as 
a mighty wind across our nation. 
Revivals—unprogrammed and un
planned—are breaking oul. A new 
Great Awakening seems Io be taking 
place. As our forefathers swepl across 
the frontiers for Christ, let us lake the 
cities for him too. 0

Wllli,iiii M I'iiimiii. ds.MH i.ih- prnlrssiii id 
('.hri!di>iii Ethics. Smillnvesh-rn H.ipiisi Thru-
Ii>«ii.iI Scininury. Furl Worth. Texas
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i Onley, like Lewis Carroll's

usually late, for a very important

Our purpose was absolutely nut
to build minature Seconds' in
different areas." Dale Cowling.

design specific ministries to meet
real needs of all the people

A goat crossed the road. Pigs wal

□lace and Ed hurried into a faded
white building. I hesitated. Down the
rough street, an elderly woman sat on
a front porch; two men leaned against
a pick-up, listlessly smoking and talk
ing. Far down, near the corner, an old
dog slowly limped from fence to tree,
disappeared behind a house

Al irregular intervals were houses.

for tombstones of forgotten people.
But beside me was the dingy white

A weathered L-shaped building with
a cross above it. Second Baptist
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas,

By plugging in Io (hr established
staff of a large church. small
congregations can take advantage

music director, youth and/or
education minister, even a dire< tfir
of missions, such as Ed Onley
of Second Baptist Church

There il

most poverty-blighted, depressed
areas, Second Baptist Church

It certainly didn't fit any stereo
types of big, "uptown" churches. But

Starting missions
can be a cop-out
The mother church
never dirties
her hands

was rushing through the office
’ we me,

e got to run out to McKay, he
“Gotta get some ladies started
g clothes. Can you come?"
ent. We headed out of down
winding along back streets and
a railroad track, until—sud-
-the city died around us.

I for survival. Weeds sur-
;ed mailbox posts.

A trend of tomorrow in

sort of

Rock s poverty-ridden College Sta
tion section was a wealthy! long
estab ished downtown church and its
members had all the privileges and
responsibilities of those anywhere
else. Or was it and did they? ,

If the situation seems paradoxical.
it's understandable. But the riddle
can be explained.

The church is Second Baptist Me-

church extension and ministry
<■ Rabbit, is always in a hurry. lowed in the mud of a backyard sty.

for left, said,•"The purpose was to

of big church options—full-time

THE
We bumped into a gravelly parking

SATELLITE
CONCEPT 1 walks disappeared. Well-paved

is developed long-neglected 
oles. Houses turned into semi-
id shells, standing bravely in 
ards where scattered grasses

graying in paint thirst, looking lonely
and sad in the sunlight, like uncared-

symbol that somebody remembered.

The little, handcut church in Little
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SATELLITE continued

Kay. McKay indicates, to staff and 
membership of Second Baptist, the 
location of one of their church's 
“preaching points."

Several years ago, Second^STastor, 
Dale Cowling, became convinced that 
starting missions “for ‘/hose people' 
in deprived areas of the city" was a 
cop-out. “The mother church never 
really dirties her hands,“ Cowling 
said. "The process just continues 
churches that were segregated racial
ly, socially, economically, education
ally and culturally.”

To avoid this, Second attempted to 
develop "an umbrella of spiritual 
concern over the whole city," as 
Cowling described it. Like banks and 
department stores. Second Baptist 
began opening "branch offices."

Independent of Cowling and Second 

Baptist, Texas Baptists have been 
moving—either intentionally or by 
accident—toward a-similar concept of 
"satellite churches.'

At first glance, "satellites" seem 
little different from missions. But 
there are significant differences. “A 
mission is a type of church; it hopes to 
become a church," says Darwin 
Farmer of the Texas State Direct 
Missions Department. "A satellite is 
a ministry of a church, a mission out
reach. It actually is a church—it's the 
church that sponsors it."

In Baptist tradition, a mission has 
been a separate entity, free to operate 
pretty much independent of the spon
soring church. This had advantages, 
of course, but it also led—perhaps 
unconsciously —to the conditions 
Cowling deplored.

"The members feel smug in having 
'reached down' to help the needy," 
said the Little Rock pastor, "but the 
fact is they have not touched head or 
hand and, especially, they have not 
crossed racial lines. The 'mother 
church' maintains her status quo 
with a ‘just alike' congregation."

Missions could be started—in black 
areas, for instance—with no fear that 
the missibn congregation would be
come part of the sponsoring church. 
The satellite concept shatters that 
security.

The satellite is-not autonomous; it is 
one church on two locations, with one 
staff and one budget.

Leadership and financial advan

tages are selling points that make the 
satellite idea a viable alternative to 
the concept of "separate-but-equal" 
missions.

Economy is offered in combined 
janitor service, food service, offices 
and records. Special events, held at 
only one site, cut utility expenses.

The strength of varied and multi
faceted staff adds potential to the 
satellite approach. In a small mission, 
the pastor must be a jack-of-all- 
trades, with perhaps—if he's lucky- 
part-time musical help.

By plugging in to the established 
staff of a large church, small congre
gations can take advantage of big- 
church options—a full-time music di
rector; a minister of youth and/or 
education; even a director of mis
sions, as Ed Onley is at Little Rock's 
Second Baptist.

"Our problem with missions," said 
Farmer, "is getting strong leadership. 
The satellite concept overcomes this 
problem." .

Farmer and j. v. Thomas of the? 
church extension department of 
Texas Baptists have prepared several 
studies for churches interested in the, 
satellite idea, but they do not recom
mend it "across the board," said 
Farmer.

"Where we find a situation that 
seems to have advantage over tradi
tional approaches, we bring it up. But 
the success of it will depend on loca
tion. leadership and finances."

And, even where advantages are 
strong, churches still struggle with 
the satellite concept; it is a radical 
idea in a denomination nurtured on 
traditional autonomy.

One early failure occurred in Fort 

Stockton, Tex., a small oil town of 
10,000 people and two Baptist 
churches.

Long-established, affluent First 
Baptist, proposed a merger with 
Northside Baptist, a weak, former
mission.

After strong membership growth 
into the mid-sixties, Northside had 
dropped in Spnday School attendance 
from 125-150 to 70-80; it was pastor- 
less and lacked leadership.

As the First Baptist mission, North- 
side had been established 10 years 
earlier Io reach the transient "oil 
patch” personnel—oil drillers and

pipeline workers who come Io Fi i 
Stockton to sweat and muscle in i p 
west Texas petroleum industry.

Breathing the heady air of succe >. 
Northside went heavily into debt w h 
construction of new facilities. I a 
with constant turnover in memb 
ship, loss of pastoral leadership a I 
declining attendance, the buildi g 
had outgrown the membership.

Meanwhile, First Baptist was s 
fering growing pains, ‘“they had । 
large building, and we needed ad 
tional space." said First Bapl i 
Pastor Bob Schmeltekopf. "In relu' , 
we offered a core of substantial pi - 
pie in places of leadership. Th- v 
didn't have adequate money to pi ■ 
vide a pastor and staff; we had mul 
pie staff that could overcome thi r 
problems of poor leadership and • । 
administration.

“We felt that the needs of bo h 
congregations could be met ve:y 
effectively with the merger."

For success, First Baptist felt ”• 
percent of the membership of bo:h 
churches should favor the merger.

Northside heavily approved it; lift 
percent of its members voted for the 
merger.

But First Baptist's members re
jected it, although the majority—(>9 
percent—did vote for merger.

The reasons for the defeal. 
Schmeltekopf said, were:

First, theological—the strong Bap
tist concept of the local church was 
sounded again and again, with oppo
nents arguing that the merger would 
"destroy” a church and man had no 
right to "destroy" a church of Jesus 
Christ. “1 don't know how many were 
swayed by this argument," Schmel - 
kopf said, "but one of our membi s 
was very determined on this poin

Second, financial—the members if 
First hesitated to assume the $80,0 >0 
indebtedness of Northside whii h. 
with their own $120,000 debt, th y 
fell was too sleep a price for t le 
merger.

“But the money was well will n 
our budget capabilities," Schmel e- 
kopf said.

Third, socio-economic—some fel a 
basic incompatibility between ie 
membership of Nortff&ide and Fin s 
congregation. This can be an exp «- 
sive issue where churches face < b- 
sorption of racial or ethic minorili s.

But neither was involved at F- rl 
Stockton. "I don't think this was a

I, :sic consideration," said Schmelte- 
k.-pf. "because there isn't ihal much 
difference."

Fourth, work responsibility—some 
thought the load would be too heavy 
on the present staff. Schmeltekopf 
denied difficulties that couldn't be 
overcome.

But probably the gut issues in the 
merger's defeal was one that never 
surfaced.

Some were afraid because it was a 
new idea—it hadn't been done be
fore." Schmeltekopf said. "Probably 
iiuisl that voted against the merger 
vv re voting that way ultimately— 
a linst the new idea."

Since the vote, Schmeltekripl has 

<• me to feel even more strongly that 
I merger was right. "It's a dead 
i' ue now." he said, "but I still be- 
I veil may ultimately come to pass. 
I " potential is so great."

n ways. Schmeltekopf. a '62 Soulh- 
1 >lern Seminary graduate who's 
1 v been al First Iwo years, feels the 
I ore was his fault.

■ was more of a .moderator during 
1 discussions." he said. "Person to 
I son, I told people what I thought. 
• । it was the best alternative and 
1 W lls many advantages outweighed 
" disadvantages."

it Schmeltekopf laments he 
' n't more of a salesman fur the 
s Hile approach. "1 think if I'd 
s; ken more strongly for it. it might 
h i- carried. In analyzing the vole. 
" found 20 people made the dil- 
•< nee."

The Fort Stockton attempt failed. 

By only six percent of First Baptist's 
membership. But while the experi
ment was dying in the West Texas 
heat, other churches look a look at 
their own situations-and found, Im 
them, potential advantages oi Ilir 
satellite concept outweighing pos
sible objections.

One such cas’e was in Carrollton. 
Texas.

Carrollton, a small bedromn ((im

munity Ihal begins on the backside ol 
Dallas' city limits sign, is virtually 
swallowed by north Big I).

But as an independent city—as well 
as a Dallas backyard—Carrollton's 
core problems ol different racial and 

.economic strata separate i Irom a 
typical suburban neighborhood

First Baptist. Carrollton, read the 
situation and decided the satellite 
concept offered the most potential 
for an effective ministry in its 
community.

First moved gradually into the sat
ellite. Long range studies were made 
and opinion was molded slowly—but 
effectively. Target was Sandy Lake 
Baptist Church, a former mission that 
had progressed Io an indigenous 
congregatiun.

Time and again, the membership of 
Sandy Lake had been thwarted in 
attempts to grow when prospective 
members had gone elsewhere, look
ing for ^more adequate educational 
or music program than the small con
gregation could provide.

"We moved into the satellite con

Texas leadership 
doesn’t recommend 
satellites for everyone: 
success depends 
on the situation.

Shiloh Baptist Church in Baytown. 
Tex., has changed its name to 
First Baptist North as the Baytown 
First Baptist Church and Shiloh 
entered the satellite concept.

cept." said First Baptist Pastor Wayne 
Allen, "when Sandy Lake began visit
ing in the community and families 
said. 'We need a church with a strong 
program for young people. If your 
church had that, we'd be happy to 
loin. But our young people want a 
place where there is a lot of activity, a 
good youth choir, etc?

"So the people out al Sandy Lakrf 
began Io come Io us, because ol out 
former association together, and say, 
'This is a big drawback to us. Why 
can't we work out something where 
our youth program could be your 
youth program?' "

First and Sandy Lake leadership be
gan toying with the idea of a satellite 
approach. Both liked the prospects.

Yet. before hopes could be realities, 
problems similar Io those Fort Stock- 
ton faced had to be overcome.

One was theology.
"A member questioned if this was 

scriptural." Allen remembered. "Uis 
idea was that he was afraid that this 
would be more or less following the 
pattern of other churches—with a 
bishop or a "pope' concept.

"Were we ruling out local au
tonomy?

"The concept called for us to be
come one church." Allen continued. 
“We would be meeting in Iwo loca
tions. but we'd be only one body. We 
didn't feel they were losing their au
tonomy al all.

“The fad is. we don't know the 
church al Ephesus, for instance, had 
any building large enough for every
one Io meet in all al one time. They
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The new concept 
faces struggles 
in theology, finances, 
and sociology.

Wayne Allen, pastor of Carrollton 
Tex., First Baptist Church, 
talks with the church's three 
associate pastors, who serve in 
satellite and Mexican-American 
ministries.

SATELLITE CONTINUED

may have met al limes at three or four 
different places, but called it the 
Church at Ephesus.

"There is a possibility." Allen con
cluded. "that we may be closer to 
being scriptural than we were in just 
having one location for First Baptist 
Church."

Other hurdles were less imposing 

for First Baptist. Socio-economic dif
ferences were minor, if at all, and 
finances proved less complicated 
than at Fort Stockton.

Recommendations from study com
mittees also bridged the "new idea" 
gap—the fact that Sandy Lake had 
only been in existence two and one 
half years, beginning as a First Bap
tist mission, probably helped the two 
congregations identify with each 
other.

When the satellite concept was put 
before Firsl and Sandy Lake con
gregations for a vote, it carried tfisily.

In the year since the merger, the 
struggle to perfect the satellite pack
age continues. But, up to now,, said 
Allen, a lean, soft-spoken Texan with 
an intent gaze, "it's been nothing but 
good."

Once "begun, a satellite approach 

has difficulty remaining static. The 
concept is fluid and it's changing; its 
potential for octopi-like outreach is 
yet untapped—and its advantages 
very similar to those that sent down
town department stores tumbling in
to suburban neighborhoods all over 
the cities.

Can the program remain "good" 
and ignore the possibilities? Or 
“where do we go from here?"

For Carrollton’s First Church, the 
route is in question. The satellite 
approach may have opened a Pan
dora's Box filled with explosives: 
Label: "Handle with care."

First's leadership gives no hints of 
carelessness. But, across from me, I 
saw the elements of willingness to 
risk, of courage to explore satellite 
dynamite, pushing the concept to its 
ultimate.

Behind the desk sat Allen, swinging 
back in his comfortable chair; oppo
site him were a unique group of 
Baptist ministers: the faces of First's 

three "associate" pastors were, lef' to 
right, black, brown, white.

The white face belonged to W. A. 
Bowman, associate pastor in cha ge 
of work at Sandy Lake. The Bro ,n 
face is Lorenza Salinas, assoc te 
pastor in charge of Mexican-Am i- 
can work (which is conducted at F st 
Baptist Downtown).

The black face belongs to B iy 
Johnson, who pastors "First Bap st 
of Keller Springs," a small outpost ,n 
a Negro section of Carrollton.

technically, Keller Springs b s 
evolved into a First Baptist missii i. 
But obviously, the advantages of t ie 
satellite are as appropriate for Kei «>r 
Springs as they were for Sandy La. p, 

Keller Springs began when Fi st 
Baptist conducted a Vacation Bi’ Ie 
School in the area; the church recog
nized the need for a permanent min s- 
try point, and a "mission" grew .,ul 
of it.

"We began by exploring the possi
bilities of whether they would be 
interested in being bussed in here." 
said Allen, "or having a church tn 
their own community. They wanted a 
church out there."

First bought an pld house, helped 
equip it and began lending hymnals 
and help wherever it could. Keller 
Springs, meanwhile, called a pasinr.

Unfortunately, he didn't work nut, 
and Keller Springs congregation "s >rl 
of dissolved the partnership." lea\.ng 
a struggling church without leader
ship. The congregation turned to 
First Baptist.

First responded, but Keller Spm gs 
wasn't officially considered a n is- 
sion. "We were jugt giving direct on 
and guidance, as well as some fi
nancial assistance," said AL n.

When the old house became ina le- 
quate. First stepped in to help v th 
construction of a new one. The as <o- 
ciation between the two churches ad 
by then grown so strong that a vot to 
make Keller Springs a mission pas ed 
both congregations.

Keller Springs Baptist Chi ch 
affiliated with First, and Johnson ie- 
came an "associate" (though uns la- 
ried) minister%f First Baptist, he 
two churches began working o a 
number of coordinated projects nd 
meetings, including a Monday n 'hl 
"Sunday School" for black kids al 
First Baptist.

he results have been profitable 
f<, both congregations, thinks John- 
s> “It especially helps the young 
p. pie at Keller Springs to mature 
s| ritually as well as economically 
ai : socially."

"We'ce not a direct satellite al 
t! s point." admitted Allen. “But we 
a experimenting with this and we 
h >e that possibly growing out of our 
p sent association will come a salel- 
li project with Keller Springs."

Bro. Ed (Moyer, a First Baptist 
n mber) and I have visited around." 
,s. .1 Johnson, "and the people told us, 
'? soon as you get a church, we'll 
< ne. We can't make them come, but 
v. can hold our hopes that this is 
l> .e. Having the backing and the 
\ ilji program of First Baptist would 
i> tainly be beneficial to our people."

We'd meet some opposition." said 
Aden. "but we think our people will 
.I. i ept the Negro church as a satellite. 
Il's just a matter of getting to know 
mu' another. One of the quickest 
nays to love one another is to know 
another, and to live where they live 
and share ideas and things.

Always before it has been, help 
the black church, but you stay 'there' 
—don't come close to us. Now we are 
s<i\ing. ‘Come. Anybody who wants 
to come. To youth choir or any 
hi Uvities.'

I think." added Allen, "that as we 
come to the idea of the satellite thing, 
nt II want them more and more to 
come into this church."

Progressive, growing Carrollton 

F st Baptist entered into a satellite 
<• icepl from a position of strength 
at 1 prospect of expanding future. 
Ii 1 satellites are expected to flourish 
- deluding a "from-lhe-ground-up" 

O' . satellite being planned now—but 
ll main (downtown) church will 
1' linue Io be the dominant one, in 
n nbership and leadership.

ul nol all satellite mergers have 
ii prospect. In Baytown. Tex.. Iwo 
B list churches joined “in order Io 
' 'mue a ministry Io an economi- 
1 v and ethically changing neigh- 
I' mod" and “Io cooperate more 
«' compete less.”

ie merger involved First Baptist.
he older business section, and 

S' oh. located seven miles away in 
a gely isolated area.

'•<-• merger is significant. For it in

sures the future and continued minis
try of both congregations. Shiloh is 
weak now. during birth pains; First 
Baptist is strong, but projects that her 
basis of support will decrease as the 
inner-city community decays.

“Our studies show that 46 percent 
of our members live adjacent Io the 
church," said Gary Bonner, pastor of 
1500-member First Baptist. "They 
represent 50 percent of our church's 
income, and most of them are in the 
upper age bracket—generally 60 and 
above."

As First's locale dies as an affluent 
residential area land blue-collar 
workers from Baytown's oil indus
tries move into the neighborhood). 
Shiloh's rural location should mush
room with people. Chamber of Com
merce estimates and population 
trends indicate that the 2,000 people 
living around Shiloh will baroom into 
48.000.

Shiloh sits almost squarely in the 
heart of 1990 Baytown. (A college is. 
already planned nearby.)

"The projections gave us three 
alternatives," Bonner believed. 
"First, we could plan to commit our
selves to the current site permanent
ly; second, we could commit Io the 
current site for at least 10 years, with 
modernization simply to lake care of 
it for a few years; and third, we could 
commit now to a new location. This 
third option didn't offer loo many 
positive things to our older folks."

Glen Walker, pastor of Shiloh (and 
mayor of Bay town), had served as in
terim at First before Bonner's arrival. 
He and Bonner quickly (established a 
strong rapport, founded on a common 
commitment and sense of direction. 
Because he initialed the studies of 
Baytown population trends, at their 
report Walker suggested that it might 
be advantageous if First, and Shiloh 
work toward "some cooperative 
effort, at least for leadership."

A committee was appointed. De
tails for a merger were formed. "We 
didn't rush or push anything," 
Bonner said. “We went as slow as 
necessary Io be sure Ihal everyone 
understood."

The satellite approach seemed 
ideally suited to the situation facing 
the two churches. It had economic 
andradministrative advantages, plus 
fulfilling Walker’s strong conviction 
Ihal churches should cooperate more 
and compete less. conimumi

The Carrollton church associate 
pastors are W. A. Bowman. 
Sandy Lake satellite;
Billy Johnson, 
Keller Springs ministry; and 
Lorenza Salinas.
Mexican- American work.
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The satellite approach 
may open 
a Pandora’s Box 
but its potential is 
worth the risk.

SATELLITE continued

"One reason I came to First was her 
mission appeal," said Bonner. "I saw 
the potential of a culturally and eth
nically changing inner-city neighbor
hood.

"But when I came. I found that 
First had suffered a 10-year decline in 
membership, baptisms and every
thing else. Only money remained 
stable, and that only because of in
flation. In terms of buying power, it 
too had declined.

“This meant we had to be content 
with a decreasing church, while 
Glen's people had to decide whether 
to remain a rural church. |They had 
already been debating a name change 
to appeal to the urbanites coming into 
the area.)

"When we began to dovetail these 
concerns," Bonner concluded, “we 
saw the possibility of Shiloh becom
ing a strong institution while we con
tinued to have a declining mem
bership.".

The comtaittee had conduced that, 
due to projected area growth factors, 
Shiloh was likely to expand, almost if 
there isn’t any effort at all."

By "carrying" Shiloh now. First 
would insure a continued rpinistry in 
her community when the two church
es’ positions—and strengths—were 
reversed.

Both churches were sensitive to the 
issues at stake—and the merger vole 
was favorable at both locations. 
Shiloh became First Baptist North, 
and Walker became an associate 
pastor.

In the process, the only thing "that 
remained dual was the locations. 
First Baptist moved Io one adminis
tration, one budget system, one com
mittee system, one deacon body, one 
financial obligation, one debt service, 
one landholding and one staff.

To facilitate the merger, key lead
ership from First South began to 
attend services at First North.

Bonner and Walker began efforts to 
prepare the North congregation for 
the anticipated growth, while build
ing a solid foundation for continued 
South ministry.

A “Friends” program, featuring 
Bible studies, crafts, handworks and 
efforts “just to make friends" with 
neighborhood people was strength
ened. The South location also spon
sored a tutoring program.

In the few months after the merj. r. 
membership stabilized, although it 
was too early to tell if the decline 1 id 
been halted for good. The finani al 
base remained constant.

“I think wonderful things h e 
happened because of First’s willi 4. 
ness to stay," Bonner said. “A ret 1 d 
deacon in this church has deliber. 
ly visited every Negro family that >e 
knows about as a prospect, and 1- 
vited them to church.

"Latins are already integrated u 0 
the church. We have had no diffic I- 
ties so far. So there is a good feeli 4 
of reaching out.

"We have a strong visitation p. >- 
gram, plus were saying, 'We c. e 
about you.' Were trying to minis t 
to the total needs.

"There is a new spirit here." B< 1- 
ner added. “It's something ..e 
haven't been able Io define. Thei s 
excitement."

It is too early Io measure tren ds, 
but Bonner and Walker agree tl .it 
some forecasts seem Io be coming 
true. The North location is picking up 
a group of professional and young 
people that had become inactive or 
disinterested at the South location; 
they are stepping into positions of 
useful leadership in the growing 
congregation.

The South location is drawing a 
greater variety of people, who ’’don't 
seem to feel First Baptist is just lor 
the affluent, downtown, uppermiddle 
class."

"At the North location, we havi a 
unique opportunity in planning lor 
the future,” Walker said.

“We hope to be able to plan wis- ly. 
This prospect seems Io have stir u- 
laled some of the ‘drop-outs' from he 
South location. We have some il- 
ented people working on progr. ns 
that challenge them."

Shiloh was a church for 25 ye. rs, 
and old-limers don’t adjust to the r w 
concept—or new name—overni; hl. 
But both pastors feel a "oneness is 
developing.

“Each lime we are involved tog1 'Il
er,” Bonner said, "fellbwship. k 
onio, develops. I think that as we 
come to have baptisms togel er. 
Lord's Supers together, visita' on 
suppers together monthly, that mr 
sense of oneness will grow."

"I don’t hear the word ’Shiloh al 
all," added Walker. "The people ire 
beginning to say there is a ’onenes .'" 

fc Hiding oneness from the separate 
er ties funneled into a satellite often 
re jires drastic measures. At Second 
B. list. Little Rock, the efforts to 
ci .Ie unity and a sense of fellow- 
si > between main church and 
"l aching points" included bussing. 
j(i ,1 meetings and an expanded pro- 
gi ;n of voluntary work.

he concept of "preaching points" 
- , ministry points, if you visit the 
s, Hiles on a weekday—resulted 
fi n Pastor Cowling’s conviction that 
s« mg up a mission would be just 
"l ssing the buck."

When a church builds a mission 
(c a deprived area), and then adopts 
a uands-off policy, the mission be- 
(.. nes just like that community, 
svnegated economically, socially and 
r;> udly." said Cowling.

Il will never rise above the stand- 
ai Is til that community. Nor will it 
e\ r have the base Io develop pro- 
gi.uns Io minister effectively to ils 
umimunily. Il can't afford a stall 
adtquale to give leadership and 
I raining.

I went through real heart search
ing on this.” Cowling admitted. "The 
mission was a way for a church to 
ease ils conscience with money; it 
didn’t have to touch hands."

As the satellite concept matured in 
Cowling's thinking, he began to con
clude that it was "immoral—and bad 
sli wardship—to allow poverty-ridden 
i.h .rches to stagger along, with in- 
siillicient leadership, bickering and 
in ighting, until they buckled under 
th. weight of their own inade- 
qt. scies." >

■ ‘reaching points"—in effect, sat- 
»T e churches—seemed the best use 
o! Tanpower, time and finances.

■cond now has four of them: Sec- 
" Baptist McKay, which 1 visited 
w t Second's director of missions. 
L< Jnley; Second Baptist East Gate, 
u. mother extreme poverty section; 
S' md Baptist Bethel, in soulh- 
" 'em Little Rock: and Second Bap- 
• 1 I'rinily, in east Little Rock, both in 
S' .-deprived neighborhoods.

ich of the satellites has weekday 
Hies; included are sewing;

f- ly nutrition; family planning 
|l h control): medical self help: 
*1' al and medical clinics: various 
,:I s; tutoring; literacy; clothing 
(h ibution.

>e satellites also hold Sunday 
m' ling worship services, usually by 

a lay preacher who lives at the 
church. Al McKay, for instance. 
Quinn Ashcroft, a college student, 
oversees the daily work, relates to the 
community, and preaches on Sunday.

But to cross the barriers between 
the downtown church and the satel
lites. a bus picks up each satellite con
gregation and brings jt Io Second 
Downtown for Sunday evening 
worship.

"At first there were problems." 
admitted Ed Onley. "When the peo
ple came in. they clustered. They 
thought the people al Second didn't 
like them.

"Dr. Cowling said he'd fix that. He 
started getting everybody Io identify 
themselves Io the people nearby- 
white. black, rich. poor. Everybody 
was broken into groups by days ol 
birth. Other techniques were used on 
other occasions.

"Slowly people were integrated 
into the church. It wasn't long before 
people could no longer say someone 
al Second didn't like them.

“Now you can't tell who comes 
from whet area. Except the blacks, 
and that's no problem."

For Second, the satellite approach 
proved a valid way Io solve the prob
lems of ministering to the needy 
humanity of Little Rock.

Second has a strong tradition ol 
membership involvement—Onley es
timates that half of the church's (>()() 
members are active in volunteer pro
grams. The activities stimulated by 
the satellites have been incorporated 
into an amazing overall program that 
includes;

• Telephone hot line:
• Christian Counseling Center (un

der a trained psychologist);
• Christian Transportation Corps, 

which "laxies" poor people who need 
to see doctor, dentist, etc.

• Christian recreation center. Lake 
Nixon, which features swimming, 
boating, fishing, and outdoor activi
ties in a "strictly Christian environ
ment."

Alfio, negotiations are being con
ducted for the purchase of a local 
hotel, Io be turned into a home for the 
elderly.

Under Cowling's leadership and 
Qnley's drive. Second's membership 
has grabbed new ideas with gusto.

Once committed. Onley swings into 
action—gearing up committees, mak

ing'assignments and arrangements— 
gelling the work started. After the 
project is running smoothly. • he 
backs away—leaving able workers in 
charge—and roars into another 
project.

But of all the activities, perhaps the 
satellite "preaching points" have 
opened the most doors and involved 
the greatest number of people and 
resources for the greatest length of 
lime.

"It's opened God's service Io the 
skills of our people." said Cowling.

"If a church goes into this Io build 
numerically, il may suffer disappoint
ment. Our purpose was absolutely not 
Io build miniature 'Seconds' in dif
ferent areas. The purpose was to 
design .specific ministries to meet the 
real needs of all the people in the 
community, regardless of race.

"We began not because we wanted 
to get, but because we were willing to 
give ourselves away."

The satellite concept threatens 

some Southern Baptists, because it is 
susceptible Hi charges of empire 
building. ।

But it has worked. In Carnation, in 
Baytown, in Little Rock, leaders feel 
il has succeeded in meeting the de
mands of their individual situations.

In the process, it has proved flex
ible. effective, and challenging. But 
how flexible, how consistently effec
tive in swirling, diverse, changing 
conditions—that's still an unanswered 
question.

No church has practiced il long 
enough to predict ils long-range 
potenlial or its ultimate impact on the 
traditional concept of missions.

But Io deny satellites' place in the 
future of Southern Baptist growth 
and practice is to misread their pos
sibilities and misunderstand their 
significance.

The satellite concept is a trend of 
tomorrow. It will continue Io be ex
plored by churches looking for 
alternatives to current failures.

Yet the final success of the satel
lites may depend more on people 
than situations—more on the body of 
ChrisI being willing Io experiment, 
more on Ihe people of God being will
ing to struggle with Ihe unknown... 
as Cowling said, accepting the Jesus- 
concepl of "giving oneself away for 
others.' 0
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Missouri congregations operate 
full-time with the same much-traveled pastor.

THE 
SHARED 

MINISTER
rural churches in northwest 

M souri have hit upon a Foolproof 
vv ■. Io keep the preacher from talk
in loo long. The churches, 28 miles 
ap.-rt, "share" a pastor; Sunday ser
ve . s are staggered so that he has 30 
minutes Io drive from church to 
chinch. "If he talks Iwo minutes over
fill <•." chuckles member Olin Robert- 
sni "he'll gel a speeding ticket."

The join! ministry is the brainchild 
ol Dave Morgan, former associational 
superintendent of missions in ihv 
art .1 Two separate congregations in 
Ih'ilryville and Alanlhus. Mo., have 
c.ii cd one man Io serve both churches 
In.' lime.

Sharing a pastor has meant an in- 
ci. sed ministry for these churches," 
M igan believes. "Many rural 
di । hes ask seminary students Io 
th .■ 80 or 90 miles from Kansas City

y Sunday Io preach. Now. some 
ut hese churches can move from a 
w Vend pastorate Io a full-1 line 
m .slry."

ie pastor, Melvin Kessler, lives in 
a liler a red brick path away from 
tl Alanlhus church. The church 
Ie ling was moved Io Alanlhus— 
P by piece—by horsedrawn wag

Sli EMBED. 1971

on in 1893. You won't find any mills in 
the building's superstructure—it's .ill 
hand-grooved and pegged. In the 
small, six-pew-deep church, with 
electric fans humming and Venetian 
blinds clanking in the wind, Kessler 
leads a 9:30 a.rn. Sunday worship ser
vice. Then he drives' over roller
coaster roads, past fields where 
sleam rises as the sun hits the wet. 
black earth, to Gentryville.

At the Gentryville church, organ 

ized in 1850, Kessler leads an 1 1 am 
worship service. The Iwo-slory Gen
tryville church was built in 1893. The 
floor is newly varnished, but the 
hand-built pews show in.irks ol the 
past: sturdy, square-head nails and 
wood blistered from the heat o| old 
oil stoves.

In the old days. Bapliits. Metho
dists. Christians and I’resln lerians all 
held part interest in the building, and 
all worshipped together. Il wasn't 
unusual Io see Presbyterian women in 
WMU or members ol the Christian 
church as Sunday School teachers. 
Gradually, ownership ol the build
ing—the first floor, any way —has been

Like most rural towns, 
Gentryville is thick with 
tradition: hot apple pies; 
plain, hard-working farmers; 
the easy pace of life.

by Elaine Selcraig 

turned over Io the Baptists and Chris
tians. The second floor? It's meeting 
place for the local Masons.

Kessler is only I he second lull lime 
Baptist minister the Gentryville 
i hurt h has ever had The problem ol 
getting land keeping) a pastor is 
nothing new The church minutes ol 
February 10. 19 12. noir: "It was voted 
unanimously ' Io call Eli Suoiivy as 
pastor lor the mining year al SH I 3 
per trip, with the understanding that 
he preach lour sermons eai h moilth: 
also il the membership lads Io pay 
regular that he is Io quit, so as not to 
run I he i hurt h in debt, and also il he 
lads Io give salisl.u lion that he is to 
resign."

Like most rural towns, Gentryville 

is thick with tradition: hearty meals, 
chunk pickles, hoi apple pies: plain, 
hard working farmers; the easy pare 
ol country Ide. Aller the service. 
Kesslei often heads Io Bai un's Sture, 
like the rest ol the small congrega- 
lion, lor another Gentryville tradi
tion. a bottle ol soda pop. He spends 
the afternoon in Gentryville, holds
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Ihe 6:30 p.m. service ihere. I hen 
hurries back to Alanlhus for 8 p.m. 
worship. During Ihe week he Iries Io 
split his lime equallvfielween the Iwo 
churches. f

"It's better to Wave a man for half a 
week than just tin hour on Sundays," 
missions supennlendenl Morgan 
thinks. “With theSmpibined salaries 
of Iwo churches, a pastor can give his 
lime Io ministering Io his people, 
This is something our rural churches 
desperately need. This area's popula
tion has dropped about 8 percent in 
the pasI 10 years. Also in the past 10 
years rural churches have been fold
ing up at the rate of two a week.

“Some churches haven't done any
thing Io combat this," Morgan notes. 
"They are dying, they know it. but 
they're loo far gone in spirit Io resist 
ihe Iide of changing limes."

He compares Ihe situation Io the 
liny Missouri town of Pattonsburg. 
"Thirty years ago the government 
told lhe^ie«ple in Pattonsburg that a 
lake would cover the town with 
water. Since then, businesses and 
families have moved out. houses have 
been boarded up, the town's just sit- 
ling Ihere wailing io die. That's like 
many rural churches. When people 
start moving away Ihe church gets 
discouraged."

But Ihe Alanlhus and Gentryville 

churches were exceptions. As one 
member says. "We didn't want to be 
called a 'used to' church, having Io 
tell people we ‘used to have’ a pro
gram years ago." Neither church 
could support a full-time minister by 
itself: joint ministry seemed a 
possibility.

The churches are different1 in many 
ways. One can make financial ends 
meet, Ihe other is much poorer. One's 
services are easy going and free 
wheeling, the other’s more formal. 
One church is classed as relatively 
conservative. Ihe other less so. Dif
ferences between 4he churches, 
distance—Ihere were dozens of rea
sons why Ihe shared ministry might 
not have worked.

Mrs. Carmeta Robertson, a Gentry
ville member, recalls the first meeting 
Io discuss the idea. "We didn't know 
each other and while nobody was 
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hostile, there was a sort of feeling of 
reserving judgment. We really didn't 
know if the idea would work."

That was more than three years ago. 

The first pastor under the shared 
ministry plan. Marlin Brown, stayed 
t wo-and-a-half years. When he 
moved, Ihe churches called another 
man for the joint ministry. Melvin 
Kessler, the current pastor.

"When Dave first mentioned ihe 
idea to me. I was completely against 
it," Kessler admits. "I thought a man 
would be so limited in lime, working 
two fields, that he couldn't do a good 
job.

“Then I came oul and surveyed Ihe 
area and talked to the people. The 
more 1 thought about a joinl ministry, 
Ihe more 1 fell God wanted me here."

Kessler moved from Big Lake, Mo., 
in November. 1970. "It look a while 
just to learn the people. where I hey 
lived, what kind of farm they had. 
Then 1 had to map out the area. As a 
boy I had4|pent summers on a farm, 
but some things were still new^to me. 
I was used Io gelling directions like 
'Go down Grant's Road and take Ihe 
third exit.' Here they say. 'Tufn left 
just past Bacon's Store and go til you 
gel Io where Ihe old schoolhbuse used 
to be: "

As Kessler learned the land and 
people, he saw ways the ministry 
could expand. For instance, one near
by town is Conception junction, and 
the name gives a clue that the town is 
home for a Catholic monastery and 
convent. It's natural for anyone, Kess
ler included, to assume you wouldn't 
find many Baptists in Conception 
junction. "Bui when I was talking Io 
Ihe fellow installing my phone," says 
Kessler, “he told me several Baptist 
families did live in that area. Now we 
minister to them, loo."

One of Ihe things the joint ministry 

has emphasized is visitation. A per
sonal visitation system devised by 
Kessler and his Alanlhus congrega
tion matches families with prospects.

Fellowships in Alanthus sometimes 
include Ihe whole town. "People are 
getting Io know us belter." Ihe mem
bers think. "They're learning thal 
being a Baptist doesn't necessarily 
mean being a stick-in-the-mud."

Marlin Brown, former shored 
pastor of Alanthus 
and Gentryville
Baptist churches, talks with 
Gentryville church member. 
Ruby Bacon.

“It’s better to have a man 
for half a week than • 
just an hour on Sundays.1

Two rural churches.
28 miles apart.
share a pasTor. "If he talks two 
minutes overtime." chuckles Ol n 
Robertson, "he'll get a speeding 
ticket."
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Kessler also mails a two-page 
weekly newsletter Io 280 families in 
the area Io keep them informed about 
what's going on in eauh-efa,urch.

The joint ministry has involved 
more people in more church activi
ties. "For instance! we've just started 
a Royal Ambassador chapter in Alan- 
ihus." Kessler nolesXOne fellow, an 
older man. volunteered Io lead it. Be
fore. all he did was just to come Io 
church. Now he does everything the 
RAs do, even chasing grounders 
when they play ball. Being involved 
with that has gotten him much more 
interested in other activities."

Former pastor Marlin Brown began 
one of the ministries, worship ser
vices in the Stanberry Hotel, where 
many retired people live. WMU mem
bers helped Brown hold services 
there for many people who otherwise 
wouldn't have attended church. One 
man who came regularly Io the hotel 
services asked Brown which church 
he pastoRcd.%

Brown replied, "Well, I'm pastor al 
two chm-ches. Alanlhus and Gentry
ville."

Said the man. pointing at the hotel. 
“Well, don't forget this one."

f

Covering such a broad area—about 

400 square miles—naturally taxes the 
pastor in a shared ministry situation. 
He battles time, distance, fatigue. 
Morgan points out that the pastor 
must be flexible. "II by age or dis
position he's rigid in his ideas, he 
probably won't be effective in a 
ministry like this. And you need 
somebody who's willing Io work- 
hard."

Perhaps because he's a bachelor. 
Kessler has lime Io do just that. "I 
wouldn't trade this silualion. You can 
see results in two fields and this is a 
great place Io learn. For instance a 
sermon sometimes might work in one 
church bul nol in the other, so you 
learn to adapt."

Bul Ihe joint ministry's biggest 
selling point, thinks Alanlhus mem
ber Harold Peterson, is that the 
pastor is "there when you need him. 
We've never had a pastor on the field 
before. Now when people have prob
lems. somebody's there. Thal's better 
than a weekend preacher."

“...a sermon sometimes 
might work in one church 
but not in the other—so 
you learn to adapt."

After the Gentryville church 
service, most of the congregation 
heads to Bacon's store for a bottle 
of soda pop. Dave Bray. left, 
"visits" with mission 
superintendent. Dave Morgan.

Cooperation and fellowship be

tween the two churches continues to 
grow. Alanlhus is short on mush al 
talent, so the Gentryville song )ea« er 
helps that church with revivals. T if 
WMU chapters have combined l >r 
mission studies and members oft n 
have joint fellowships.

Through Ihe shared ministry, i ic 
Iwo churches can help other chun ;i- 
es. too. The church in Berlin, Mo.. >r 
.example, has a seminary student Io a 
pastor. He wo^'l be there for Va> i- 
tion Bible School, so the Gentryvil e- 
Alanthus churches have invited 
Berlin youngsters to their VBS.

A popular saying al Ihe Iwo chin li
es is “a rul is a grave with both ei Is 

o of it." Members don't want to gel 
if i rut, so they'll try different ideas. 
G ntryville will start using SBC lilera- 
h e (his quarter; Kessler wants to 
bi ;in an RA chapter at Gentryville

I hold services at rest homes in 
11 irby Albany. Bul if these ideas 
(l I meet Ihe needs of Ihe churches. 
Il v'll adapt. Flexibility is something

rgan has emphasized from Ihe 
b- inning.

Ine of the main things I wanted to 
d* here," Morgan stresses, "was to 
bi Ihe churches from whal they 
" e to whal they could be." He 
b’ is his approach "realistic 
"I mism."

\s a denomination," Morgan 

thinks, "we've put aside our emphasis 
on brush arbors, revivals timed Io 
planting and harvest, and family 
churches. We've focused our atten
tion on the ghetto, the apartment 
complex and exploding suburbia. Bul 
with all the alienlion we're giving 
urban America, we can’t neglect Ihe 
rural churches Ihal gave birth to the 
denomination.

“I1 think we’ve given some rural 
churches an inferiority complex by 
forcing structure on them. Because of 
size and distance, rural churches 
can'l have all Ihe organizations and 
meetings that many people say you 

need. We shouldn't make them feel 
they've failed because they don't 
have all the organizations."

Morgan listens Io the needs of Ihe 
rural churches, even though they're 
nol always spoken. He finds ihe rural 
church is "an ideal place lor crealivi- 
ly. When they see Ihe options open Io 
them, many rural churches can be 
very inventive.

"One option is merging, bul il you 
suggest this Io most rural churches, 
you find yourself classed with ihe 
advocates of free love, communism" 
and LSD. Most rural churches are loo 
deeply imbedded in tradition, family 
history and memories Io consider a
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merger. It's even agonizing Io think 
about abandoning the altar where 
knots were tied, souls were saved, 
and mountaintops were reached."

But Morgan believes the next gen
eration. product of consolidated 
schools and broader exposure, will 
accept the idea of merging more 
readily.

"It's even agonizing to 
think about abandoning the 
altar where knots were tied, 
souls were saved, 
and mountaintops reached.”

Ihe idea of joint ministry is not new 
to Baptists, but with telephones and 
improved transportation, it's much 
more feasible than 30 years ago. 
Morgan adds that "some sort ol plan 
like this is required lor us to be good 
stewards. Good stewardship means 
considering what is Ihe best use ol 
lime and money. We have Io use our 
resources Io Ihe best advantage."

To find suitable prospects lor a 
shared ministry, Morgan studied the 
history and records of area churches. 
“From lH^ study I pinpointed ones 
where the trends indicated II* church 
would soon be in trouble. But they 
still had potential.

“Then I could suggest (Hiurches 
thal might consider cooperating. As 
soon as one of these becatne paslor- 
less. I would talk Io ihe members 
about Ihe church, ils mission and 
ministry. Sometimes 1 compared the 
rural church's situation Io the Israel
ites crossing Ihe Red Sea. The Israel
ites didn't ignore the problem: the

The joint ministry's biggest selling 
point, said Harold Peterson, left, 
is that the pastor is "there when 
you need him ... That's better 
than a weekend preacher." 
Kessler, right, is the pastor.

Egyptian army was behind them, i e 
sea was before them. They were fat .| 
with insurmountable realities. 1 it 
they waded into Ihe problem...... <|
were surprised Io find God had pax d 
the way."

If a rural church sees downw <| 

trends closing in on il, Morgan < 
phasizes thal ils people can't ign. i- 
their problems.' "Running up . I 
down the shoreline looking for : i- 
Tight' preacher to lead them aw , 
from I heir problems won't work. ’ 
don't necessarily suggest the answ 
hut we do say it's lime Io wade n > 
ihe problem.’

Morgan presented Ihe joint nun 
try idea at business meetings al i 
Alanlhus and Gentryville church 
He used charts and posters Io sh< \ 
trends and potential and a sani| > 
schedule of how Ihe pastor's In . 
might be divided. He also discus-. I 
budgets and financing.

Both churches adopted a resoluli ,i 
to investigate the idea. Each select .1 
a small committee to meet w ith a so i- 
ilar committee from the other chm. It 
Io study Ihe problem. This lei i n- 
churches investigate Ihe possibiliti-s 
without making a commitment.

.After both churches unanimously 

agreed Io Ihe idea. Morgan help'd 
them draw up an agreement detailing 
each church's expenses and respon
sibilities. A joint committee, thiep 
members from each church, m w 
coordinates details of the minisl y. 
making recommendations wb n 
necessary.

The possibility for joint minis y 
exists among several other ru al 
churches, both in northwesl Mis.se ri 
and in the central part of the si. e. 
where Morgan holds a position si i- 
lar to the one near Alanlhus id 
Gentryville.

But finding two pastorless chun es 
who are close enough geographic., h 
is hard. And getting them to try !»»• 
plan is even harder, sofnelimes. w 
can well expect Io be rejected nr 
first lime you present the pl i." 
Morgan waws. "And the second nd 
third time, loo. Same churches w< ild 
rather die than change."E3

Eliimi’ Seli r.iig is >i Baptist iri-i'-l.ini <■ w ' 
in Columbia. Mo.

Comment

Evidence 
of 

Commitment
The Cotton Patch Evidence by 
Dallas M. Lee (New York: Harper & 

Row, 1971) 240 pp. $5.95

The byline of Dallas M. Lee for more 
than five years has meant to readers of 
this magazine an exciting, warmly 
human account of how Christians 
throughout the nation were struggling 
lor mission within a crisis-oriented, 
ever changing society.

His insight brought a uniqueness 
wherever his pen turned: story telling, 
b iture writing, history, and even his 
i-.vn brand of prophecy such as when he 
। 'erviewed youth in Berkeley. His own 
f Igrimage for authentic discjpleship 
I t him in step with Clarence Jordan, 
• 'are blend of scholar, farmer, and 
< ristian disciple. For both men their 
। 'eting was a deeply personal 
' ■ndship-at-first-sight.

larence and Dallas shared the rare 
< alities of enthusiasm and unreserved 

mmitment for the causes which 
1 iched them deeply. They were ideal- 
1 who somehow escaped the cynic’s 
1 P. unusual in itself since Lee had 
' en caught the rawness of life through 
•J ’urnalist's eyes and Jordan's life had 
I m a stormy, long fight against en- 
t iched prejudice, poverty, and power.

The two met at the time the Koinonia 
Community which Jordan helped found 
was at a turning point. The new expres
sion, called Koinonia Partners, was 
abornirjg, and Jordan immediately 
tapped Dallas for a leadership role in 
the new venture. Dallas consented to 
become a director, and he eventually 
became the first chairman—the young
est (at 27) of the group of young ideal
ists. Though awed by the position, he 
nevertheless was willing to take what
ever responsibility his peers thought 
him capable.

The two were not destined to share 
very many years together. Clarence had 
already had one heart attack, and in 
1969 when he was 5T another took his 
life. At first, his departure appeared 
to be tragic indeed, with so much left 
unfinished and the new venture just 
taking shape. Buf after the first grief, 
the young men he had recently gath
ered to his side began to take up that 
part of the vision for which they were 
most capable. Today they are bringing 
an unusual success out of the legacy of 
struggle and search which Clarence 
left.

Often in board meetings before 
Clarence died the group talked of the 
need to write and publish the Koinonia 
story, and after his death the need 
seemed imperative to both share with 
others Clarence’s life, the dreams of all 

^those who had had a part in the 
Koinonia Farm, and the new directions 
for Koinonia Partners. Dallas got 
elected.

by Walker L. Knight
Editor

In August Harper and Row released 
The Cotton Patch Evidence. ($5.95. 
240 pp) the fruit ot more than a year's 
labor of research, personal experience, 
and re-write after re-write of a book in
to which Dallas actually poured his life. 
This is no journalist 's objective! account. 
This is not an unbiased report, nor a 
critical examination. But to the study 
and the writing Dallas brought all of his 
skills as a journalist and commitment 
as a Christian. The result is honest, 
thorough, exciting, understandable, 
revealing, and even humorous at times. / 
There’s all the drama of good biography 
and well told history. There are scenes 
which should have some movie maker's । 
lens fogged up with excitement.

The book will make more friends for 
Koinonia Partners than anyone or any
thing else ever has. Even those who 
once opposed them will now under
stand what that funny little group of' 
radical whites and blacks were trying to 
do all these years. Koinonia Partners 
now may have problems Clarence never 
dreamed of: the ones which come with 
acceptance and success.

Walker L. Knight 
Editor

Dallas is now working at the AP Re
gional Bureau in Atlanta.
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As a CSC worker O'Bryant 
provides his own livihood. Now 
pastor of the Ironton Chapel, he 
also is a construction worker “If I Were

99

by Sandy Simmons

hen Lamar O'Bryanl came Io

A Carpenter

through the Home Mission Board

perous position as supei inlendent <•!

fell a call into this kind ol ministrv.

progi .1111

School class. All the O'Brvanls had a 
full schedule in the Smyrna .church.

Missions, the O'Brvanls attended



Appalachian ways. "O'Bryan! said.
O'Bryant would like to expand his

We made application to the Home 
Mission Board and were assigned to 
Ironton."

ronton is sandwiched between the 
Ohio River and the Appalachian 

Mountains. Just across the river is 
Kentucky. About 25 miles Io the east 
is West Virginia. The town is one mile 
wide, six miles long, and dotted by 
steel mills. Town names in the area.

The Ironton Baptist Chapel is 
sponsored by Iwo churches—Burli $>. 
Ion Baptist Church in South Po p. 
Ohio, some 15 miles away and 
Sharon Baptist Church in Smyi a. 
Ga., some 400 miles away.

Last summer Ihe Smyrna chu h 
sent youth volunteer workers up <■ 
Ironton to work in a Vacation Bi f- 
School. This summer, volunh r 
workers from Ironton Chapel went o 
Procterville. Ohio, near Ihe W. t
Virginia stale line, to conduct a Bil .■ 
school.

The chapel's ministry reaches m< c 
teenagers and children than adul 
Mrs. O'BryanI said. "It s kind of ha I 
reaching the adults," she said, "got e 
of them just don't understand wh t 
Southern Baptists are and whal ve 
are trying to do."

and Chambersberg. tell the story of 
the area's largest industry—the steel 
foundry.

Like many small towns. Ironton 
steadily loses its young people. 
There's a saying in Ironton. "In school 
you learn readin'. Tilin', and route 23 
north."

The nearest city is Huntington, W.
Va., to the Southeast. To the north
are the cities of Ohio—Columbus. f-<ul O'Bryant and his wife c<..i- 
Cleveland, Dayton, Cincinnati. AJtinue their dream of a strong 
Toledo, and Akron. Ironton ilself is Southern Baptist ministry in the an i. 
surrounded^by small towns, many The Ironton Chapel, presently mevl- 
smaller Ihainronlon. f ing in a school building, displays

“Our adjustment from a Georgia signs of progress. Members of the 
farm Io an Ironton apartment has chapel have purchased property foi a 
been easy, because we are used Ihe church building and plan Io bui'.l

But O'Bryai 

linue theii

church building and plan to build
next spring.

The O'Bryanls are two of 78 con- 
ministry into Ihe area surrounding cerned Southern Baptists who are 
Ihe town. "We have a county-wide giving time, whether on a short or 
v.s.on far our chapel " he said. "We |ong lerm basis, as Christian Serts.e 
would Irka Io establish Southern Bap- Corpsmen. These volunteers pari., i- 
list work here and reach out to other . _ ■pale in every area of Baptist work - 

survey workers. VBS directors, ui-

s a CSC worker O’Bryant pro- s,ruclion 
vides his own livelihood. The ant^ on

CSC layworker also provides trans
portation Io and from his mission 
field.

Mrs. O'Bryant said she believes 
God was wilh the family in the move 
Io Ohio.

When we lefl Io come up here. 
Lamar had a real good job," she said. 
"In this area there are not many good 
jobs in his profession, especially 
year-round jobs. Lamar went Io Ihe

terim pastors, revival leaders, lilerm.y 
workers.

ei are active long-term corpsmen. 
T, volunteer, in this case, moves to a 
ni sion field, takes a job, and Te
rn ns as long as he wishes, from one 
y. ; to a lifelime.

he Department of Special Mission 
M istries processes the applications 
o' olunteers. Information is sent to a 
it. sionary contact who then helps 
tb volunteer secure secular employ
in it and housing.

ne problem concerns the most 
ef ctive involvement for Ihe volun- 
te . he said, "We like for volunteers 

. Io io things which would not be done 
ut >*ss they are there, but often this is 
n> accomplished. More work done 
Io dly can result in maximum uliliza- 
lii n of laity resources.

Secondly, it seems the word hasn't 
gc'ten out that there is an opportun- 
ily like this for volunteer laymen," 
Hammonds said. “So many people 
jusi haven't heard about Ihe CSC." 

Mosl of ihe CSC workers go to the 
Northeast. Although the volunteer 
may request a certain area or mis
sionary to work with, volunteers, 
especially long-term, are encouraged 
to work in the pioneer mission areas— 
the Northeast, Midwest, Northwest, 
Alaska and Hawaii.

There is no one geographical loca
tion where we assign people." Ham
monds said. “If they have a pref
erence, we try Io locate them there. 
We encourage the volunteers to go to 
anas where leadership is needed. 
Some have made their best contribu
te n in small rural churches."

recreational leaders, c 
workers—the list goes

hey come from all phases <f

Volunteer leadership also is 
needed in the area of summer 
ni -ssions. Each summer the Special 

M ssion Ministries Department in-

life—the school teacher with ig 
to spend her vacation working io a 
Baptist center for migrant workr s; 
the lawyer who gives Iwo weeks pi •- 
viding free legal counsel in a pion, r 
mission area; or the pharmacist u ,o 
moved from Oklahoma to Wyonn g
Io become assistant martager ol a 

union hall. They put him on one job local drugstore and Ihe Sun., v 
right away, even though there was a School superinlendenl in a Io il 
waiting' list, and he's been at work 
ever since."

To have a steady carpenter's job in 
the winter is unusual, she said, be-

church.
Fifty-five lay workers are invoh d 

in the CSC short-term program in
which a person serves from two Io i n 

cause construction work is almost al a weeks anytime during Ihe year oi a 
standstill. .............mission field. Twenty-three lay wm

Home Missio s

O'

ves about 900 college students for 
weeks in work on a mission field. 

An older CSC volunteer can some- 
es add maturity Io summer mis- 
i work." Hammonds said. "Where 
re is a need for student summer 
•sion work there is also a need for 
er volunteers like the CSC." 
Really we are in an area that is 

■ pped—the area of laymen," he

C struction worker and
P tor. Lamar O'Bryant and 
h family doubled the size 
oi he Ironton Baptist Chapel 
w m they moved to Ohio.

Si TEMBER, 1971



. it seems the word hasn't 
gotten out...
“So many people just 
haven’t heard about 
Christian Service Cdrps.”

said. "They don't have to be highly 
educated and in many cases don't 
have to hold important places in their 
home church."

Hammonds said, “Many times peo
ple have their own ideas of what they 
want done on the mission field. 
Through CSC work we can think and 
work out ideas while actually on the 
mission field."

Missionary responses to the CSC 
worker have generally been very 
good, he said. The volunteer workers 
are sent to areas where missionaries 
have expressed a need for such 
volunteers.

“Normally a missionary will not 
encourage us to send someone if the 
need is not there," Hammonds said. 
"As long as the missionary continues 
to request volunteer help, we feel that 
the CSC worker makes a con
tribution.”

■—I ammonds said the possibilities 
JI. ^M>f volunteer service is endless.

“Lawyers could go infb an area 
and be available for legal aid; jour
nalists could go into an area and 
work on a newspaper; a movie pro
ducer could film an area and through 
television make the total situation 
known; pastors could spend a week or 
two as evangelists—there are sources 
of people seldom thought of," he said.

The CSC worker can accomplish 

a lot in even a brief time in a 
strategic location, Hammonds said, 

the short-term worker as welt as Ihe 
long term.

It is important for the CSC worker 
to let the people in the area where he 
works know why he is there—to share 
the story of God's love. In some areas 
the word “Southern” before Baptist 
"will throw” the people, Hammonds 
said.

Presently the CSC program is at
tracting more young adults. Many 
new applicants ’are recent cortege 
graduates, and some have taught one 
or Iwo years.

However, the older person, espe
cially the retired person, has proved 
to be very valuable on the mission 
field.

CSC efforts have 
north as Alaska. In 
100 CSC volunteers 

flood waters severely dama ed 
homes and church buildings in F ir- 
banks only weeks before the 1 st 
winter freeze.

In August volunteers went to 'ie 

rescue of the First Baptist Chu h 
of North Pole, Alaska. The chu h 

building was completely destroyed y 
fire in July. Volunteers helped c. i- 
struct a prefabricated building oi a 
new church site.

In Louisville, Ky., one CSC cou; e, 
moved their membership from a si j- 
urban church to the Twenty-third a d 
Broadway Baptist Church. T ,e 
church is located in an. inner-, • y 
area; members were moving aw ty 
and the church weakening. The CSC 
couple assumed places of leaders! ip 
in the church. Through their mission 
service and financial support >he 
church was ultimately strengthened.

In 1969, a plea went out for 50 vol
unteers to help repair and rebuild 
flood-ravaged homes in North . Da
kota. Working with the Red Cross, the 
volunteers assisted the aged, the wid
owed and those unable to afford re
pairs. Carpenters, electricians, 
plumbers and other construction 
workers answered the call for help in 
the flood-strickened area.

Other CSC workers, like the 

O’Bryants, work to create and 
construct new churches in pioneer 

mission areas. Other CSC workers 
serve in mission centers—conducting 
Bible schools for children and some
times educational programs, such as 
health and literacy classes, for chil
dren and adults.

Hammonds views the future of ihe 
CSC program as bright. "1 believe ve 
will be seeing an increase of thuse 
who want to do this kind of miss on 
work." he said.

The CSC volunteer can come ft on 
anywhere—from any profession. 1 he 
Christian layman offers abilities on
the mission field thal many tim^he 
missionary cannot. The assistants of 
the CSC worker to the missionary an 
prove invaluable.

1 he source of the Christian Sert ce 
Corps—the layman—is indeed in

reached as far tapped. And the source of his mir ts- 
1967 more than try—the mission field—is just as 
responded when untapped. 0

Home Missions
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who serve Southern Baptists at 
tome Mission Board have a privi- 
/ close touch with many inspiring 
enings. In my case opportunities of 
ipation are limited but many 
I hear full reports, either oral or 

■n, and am blessed thereby
ently I learned of an exciting prop 
nvolving a youth group from 
gia and home missionaries in 
ence, Mass, fye witness and par
ent, missionary Edith Lawrence, a 
ror of church extension in Mas- 
isetts, gives this account:

ien youth go on a mission adven- 
everyone wins. Second-Ponce de 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, realized 

is their youth returned this summer 
a mission tour to Lawrence, Mass, 
church saw their WIN training, 
(ion Bible School preparation, and 
taggering investments of material 
trees bring results.
e Baptist General Association of 
England won as this culminated 

al months of research and cultiva- 
It was the means of reaching

- during a one-week emphasis with 
■age personneHn this international 
>f 66,000 with but two Baptist 
hes. The youth from New Colony 

st Church, Billerica, 25 miles dis- 
were rewarded as the question- 

s they left and retrieved became 
>asis of reaching others. The Ray 
s, he a student at Gordon-Conwell 
nary, won because now they have 
>pportunity to put theories and 
sses to the actual test.
tions of Lawrence benefited as 
lives were touched as the youth 
wo Vacation Bible Schools, sang 
>e elderly, had fellowship with 
from a drug rehabilitation center, 
ing on the Lawrence Common, 
st of all, the 32 young people, led 
e Lawrence Klempnauers and six 

sponsors, were the victors as is 
ieir time, talents and money they 
>itted to missions. Meet some of 
dk whose lives they touched:

The bus pulled in Saturday evening 
piloted by Larry, a Catholic who joshed 
as he drove a busload of Baptists to 
their lodging at the Salvatorian Center, 
a Catholic retreat house. The person in 
charge was Father Peter, a Lebanese 
priest who teaches Arabic and Music. 
He did not appreciate their sense of 
humor at first, but was up at 5 a m the 
following Saturday to see them off

Meet the Phil Jacksons, members of 
an Italian Pentecostal church, living in a 
new development of 86 homes. They 
offered their backyard for the Bible 
School. Here the questionnaires had 
shown mostly “not interested,” but the 
few were used to enlist others. It is hard 
to s^ve in Lawrence and not reach 
those of the language groups, many of 
them attending Catholic national 
churches.

Look' in at the other VBS in a school 
yard adjacent to a 200 unit low-income 
housing area and see fathers and moth
ers watching the children engrossed in 
Bible stories. Meet Mrs. Upton, wife of 
the Episcopal minister, sent to observe 
the "charisma” of the youth in order to 
have a more adequate ministry to their 
parish.

Singing for the Elderly in Lawrence is 
a happy experience. The oldsters clap 
and sing "Peace Like A River.” The 
tears flow as they sing "God Is So Good 
to Me.” Then,'the plaintive question, 
"They’ll come back?" and you think— 
perhaps no one will.

Move on to the Lawrence Common 
where the trumpets and bells begin the 
evening services for the emphasis to the 
language groups. Families scurry across 
the grass and young Puerto Ricans 
leave their bail game as the youth begin 
to sing. Intermittently, Vincenzo Coacci 
speaks in Italian, Thomas Clinkscales in 
Portuguese, lames A. Wright Jr., in 
Spanish, John Meadows finishes up in 
English with an invitation for people to 
come forward or talk with the speakers. 
The youth mingle with the onlookers, 
giving out tracts, squatting on the grass 
to witness to and have prayer with 

those who will. See old Mr. Rodriguez 
who was frantic because the Lord had 
departed from him, returning the next 
night following a home visit by the 
Wrights. See him rejoice after a coun
seling session, assisted by a Methodist 
woman, reassured of God’s continued 
love

The young missionaries are tired, but 
also excited At 9:30 p.m Buddy Rodri
guez ex-addict and director of Chal
lenge House, comes with youth, com
mitted to returning to society, to the 
Salvatorian Center for a visit.

Listen as they talk with 20 year-old 
Brian, a heroin addict who asks, “What 
do you do with your hostilities?” and, 
the opportunity comes to tell him about 
God’s provision for cleansing. This is 
hope for a young man with a wooden 
leg and a 20-year sentence pending be
cause of armed robberies. For a little 
while this loser is a winner because 
someone cares to share.

Southern Baptists won this week be
cause their mission money was at work 
where we see the beginnings of a multi- f 
language oriented church if we do not 
weary in well-doing.

We may rejoice in these blessings of ■ 
God, because you and I were there. We 
were there through the Cooperative 
Program and the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering. Through gifts you 
helped make possible the ministry of 
these missionaries who planned and 
participated. You helped begin a South
ern Baptist witness in Massachusetts 
several years ago from which the 
Lawrence effort developed.

Most churches are planning their 1972 
budgets. When you consider the Coop
erative Program item, remember it is 
work and workers like these in fields of 
need and opportunity across the nation. 
Surely every church will want to In
crease its missionary involvement 
through the Cooperative Program as 
much as possible. 0
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JESUS EXPLOSION 
(Part III)

Readers continue to respond to the June/July 
issue of Home Missions

I’m Excited!
I stayed up till after 2 a.m. reading 

HOME MISSIONS which I borrowed 
from a lady, because I had heard about 
this big report on the Jesus Movement. 
...For quite some time I’ve been read
ing everything I can get my hands on 
which relates to this subject, also seeing 
and hearing everything I can. I've read 
from newspapers, denominational 
papers, LOOK (Feb. 19), LIFE (May 14), 
and now TIME (June 21), and I've got 
everyone I know saving "stuff" and 
sending it to me! Why? Because I'm 
excited! I believe, one of these days, 
what’s happening now (among the 
youngsters) will be considered a very 
important part of Christian history.

Sure, there are excesses! Look at the 
churches in the New Testament; Paul 
wa- always having to exhort them 
about something or another—But. oh 
Ha elujah! They experienced a joy 
an a love and a peace that nobody 
co. d deny, or argue with! Right?

•at's the way with these kids—It 
m. not all be according to the rules of 
dii died churchianity, but most of us 
ca. >ot deny the power of God in the 
m. i of the Jesus Movement—and it’s 
fo' ,ure that these kids would rather 
e* -Hence God’s power than talk 
al >t it. They are finding out that Jesus 
is il, that he is theirs “for the taking.” 
th he is the same yesterday, today and 
io .er, and I, for one, believe that God 
*s . tiling on the Jesus Movement—I 
h< -stly believe that this is the main 
re «n it is spreading like wildfire—Be- 
cat • God wants it to! You know, all he 
re< -res is open channels, people who 
an villing to commit themselves unre- 
se. dly to him, and to be used by him. 
HI can’t find this kind in the churches,

Si EMBER, 1971 

he will use them where he can find 
them! Amen! Hallelujah!

Now, why am I writing to you? Well, 
I wanted to write to somebody, to say 
how much I appreciated (nay, de
voured!) this issue.... Of all the articles 
...I really felt Editor Walker Knight's 
was the best. There are no grounds for 
my unprofessional judgment.. .He re
lated comments from various sources, 
but then his own comments were very 
carefully made—almost reverent. I 
appreciated this, and felt somehow, 
that his spiritual perception goes be
yond what "meets the eye"—arid you 
can see that it's not a "fad." Fads don't 
touch souls, or change lives, right?

I hope that Bro. Bisagno and Bro. 
Paul B. Leath will not go too far in the 
wrong direction, while trying to give 
church-centered guidance to these 
young people....

Paul says: "Forbid nol to speak in 
tongues,” and he also says that he 
speaks tongues (himself) more than all 
the others put together! (I don't know 
how he could know that—ha!) But any
way—was Paul a heretic?...

If Paul were here today, that... 
"church-centered guidance” (page 32. 
June/July HOME MISSIONS) just might 
rule him out completely, no? I bet he 
just might hang out at Bethel Taber
nacle—although he would probably 
have a few admonitions for them 
(about longues), just as he had for the 
Corinthians. He didn’t “knock” tongues 
(which is God-given!), but only cau
tioned about the misuse.

There is much more I'd like to say; my 
hea#( is so full; I pray daily for these 
hundreds of kids who are finding and 
clinging to Jesus Christ! Every morning 
I thank the Lord for the “new thing” 

he is doing on earth today, and ask 
him to guide and direct these tender 
young ones to ground them in his 
word, that they may abide in him. and 
his word abide in them. As you said, 
at the end of your article: "Praise 
the Lord!"

Mrs. Dennis R. Schulz 
Hartley, Tex.

P.S.: By the way. I've met a few of 
them (the Jesus People) from Texas 
Tech, and listened to them speah and 
sing of their Lord. My heart sings# The 
Lord Himself is taking care of the Jesus 
Movement—Don't you doubt it for one 
minute!

Also. I appreciated John Havlik's pre
dictions—I agree with all of them except 
the last: "If. a spiritual awakening does 
come. Southern Baptist will benefit 
from it more than any others because 
of our revival tradition and our genius 
at organization." I don't disagree with 
that one. but I have my doubts... 
Southern Baptists are just so "high and 
mighty". ..We must humble ourselves 
before the Lord...

Mrs. D.R.S.

Open-Minded Issue
... I thoroughly enjoyed the issue and 

it was very enlightening and informa
tive. The preface at the beginning said 
exactly what needed to be said. "You 
better look—look skeptically, if you 
want, but look, and don't draw any con
clusions until you've seen..."

I'm sure you will receive a lot of let
ters of condemnation, telling how Home 
Missions is "freaking out.” "going to 
pot.” I want to assure you that HM is 
not going to pot. If it can present an is
sue as open-mindedly as it has pre-
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JESUS EXPLOSION CONTINUED

sented this one, HM will be—and is 
surely—ministering to Christians of the 
future...Christians who are really alive 
and living, not just existing. Christians 
that aren’t afraid of barriers such as 
long hair, beards ancHfop^y dress...

These letters of Condemnation can 
only come from thdse stuffy Christians 
that are afraid to witness to "hippies" 
because of their reputation, because 
they might be labeled like one they wit
ness to. The Christian’s mission in this 
world is to witness—to everyone. "For 
the same Lord, over all, is rich unto 
all..."

The Jesus Movement hasn't been to 
our town yet. But I pray it will. And I 
pray that when it does, we will be ready 
for it...to accept and uphold it, not 
condemn it.

And if Home Missions continues in 
the updated fashion it now is, it is sure 
to continue a success.

Laura Hendricks 
Bloomington, Ind.

Refreshing
I know a^ot of the older people will 

disagree with me, but I feel the Jesus 
Movement is a very refreshing article. 
I’m one of the past 30 group, but teen
agers are my big love among people.

"Enthusiasm" and "emotion” should 
be a part of true religion to my way of 
thinking. So many of us past 30 have 
grown cold and complacent and we act 
as though it’d kill us to shout a "praise 
the Lord” or shed a tear. We seldom tell 
anyone that “Jesus loves them” yet we 
sit back and worry about the younger 
generation "going to the dogs.”

Oh! that this movement would reach 
every nook and cranny of the globe— 
not only the young people but also 
attack us old fogies!

Freida Moyer 
Ironton, Mo.

Satanic Question Marks?
I want to praise Cod for what you and 

your staff have done in June/July Home 
Missions. This thrills my heart. We need 
a lot more of this type "sharing.” I be
lieve this is one reason thdTe was such a 
moving of the Holy Spirit in Acts. They 
shared what Cod was doing.

I have seen the Holy Spirit work on 
several occasions like this. Satan is ' 
going to fight it with critical words, 
slanderous remarks, and with big ques
tion marks. I just hope and pray now

that the adults will not quench the Holy 
Spirit and grieve him to where these 
youth will not feel comfortable in our 
churches. I think the time has come for 
us to accept people and love people, 
even those we don’t understand with 
whatever experience they have had 
with Cod the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.

My prayer for the last 12 years has 
been for a New Testament type. Holy 
Spirit revival all over America; not just 
in Southern Baptist churches, but all 
churches that try to honor the name of 
Jesus. I think what you have done will 
help bring this about. Praise Cod! 
Doxology!

Milton E. Scott 
Cahokia, III.

Read It and Weep (In Joy)
... We have seen it, felt it, touched it, 

been a part of it, for more than a year.
Before going into details, the June/ 

July issue was really "outta sight.” I 
deeply appreciate the in-depth cover
age given tqthe Jesus Movement. I 
have seen yofing people read itfand 
weep in joy. I have seen the aged read 
it and-praise the Lord that their prayer 
for revival has been answered.

The magazine simply mirrored many 
of the things that we have seen happen 
in our own church situation. During 
four years plus, of youth work, I found 
myself constantly pulling our kids to get 
them to do anything. Now I have to run 
to keep up. PRAISE COD, it’s real and 
shows no signs of passing.

We meet twice weekly with ouj kids ' 
for singing, testimonies, sharing, and 
prayer. A more beautiful experience 
cannot be imagined. Our kids are con
stant witnesses of their faith. Every
where they go our stickers and tracts 
blossom into sight. Let anything that 
looks even faintly alive cross their path, 
and they’ll tell it about Jesus.

I know there are those who will make 
no effort to understand the movement. 
They will put us down as freaks. They 
will characterize the movement as wild
fire or sheer enthusiasm. I call their 
attention to the TIME article on the 
movement (June 21, 1971) and quote 
the writer's closing statement. "Enthu
siasm may not be the only virture but, 
God knows, apathy is none at all.”

Once again may I thank you for a job 
well done. "Oh wow, HOME MISSIONS 
is with it, man!”

James V. Miller
Pascagoula, Miss.

Accurate Report
I started to read (HM) and could not 

stop. It is the first time in a long me 
that I have read every word in a m ga. 
zine, but I read every word in this i ue.

It inspired me and gives me hop< for 
the future. I see in this movemem he 
first real sign of a spiritual awaken' g | 
have seen in my lifetime.

You did a good job in reporting on 
this movement, and gave us a very air 
and accurate picture.

C.Y. Dossey 
Dallas. Tex.

Exploiting the Hunger?
No, I don’t think you’ve gone "ape in 

“Oh Wow, Jesus Loves You!” In spit* of 
my misgivings about the phenomenon, 
I think you’ve done an admirable . nd 
necessary job of reporting the mo e- 
ment from the perspective of its own 
internal history.

Those of us who work with alcoholics 
and other addictions are well aware of 
the efficacy of a simplistic religious 
faith. Its effectiveness, I believe, is due 
to the alcoholic’s recognition of the 
particular form of his own personal 
devil. He. follows a very simple rule-of- 
thumb:

If it strengthens his desire for sober 
serenity—DO; if it weakens it, DON'T. 
But this is highly individual and deeply 
personal. How about mass movements?

I feel that the Jesus Movement is an 
inevitable follow-up to the emphasis on 
drugs and sex which preceded it. As 
such, it is certainly a move in the right 
direction. It is socially acceptable and 
socially responsible. But is it religious? 
Or is it the same impulsive, orgiastic 
anarchy under a different guise?

If it is the latter, it could be a more 
dangerous guise. The grounds for >ur 
criticism of the former are self-evid'nt 
and too often there are hidden gain to 
offset our obvious losses in what ve 
tried to think of as our great struj. tie 
for the souls of our children. The pr b- 
lem—or threat—now is more suF Ie, 
especially for those of us who took j art 
in similar movements of our own w en 
we were at that age.

It is always easier to condemn c ir- 
selves for having "insufficient fa, h" 
when our "mountffns” are not remo ed 
than it is for us to consider the st jI- 
searing alternative of disciplined th. ik
ing at the point of our value syste ns. 

from whence comes direction nd 
perspective for the Jesus Movemt it?

Is it a matter of youth "doing its own 
thing” under over-age youth who them
selves cannot distinguish worship of the 
living God from pious self-stimulation?

Such movements tend toward spiri
tual and ecclesiastical anarchy, tend to 
make followers unfit for disciplined 
discipleship, and consequently inca
pable of following anything but their 
own erratic (and erotic?) impulses. 
By implication, it tends to negate re
sponsible church leadership.

However, pastors who try to provide 
a L arned, disciplined, committed and 
re’iective ministry can likely cope 
bener with the movement itself than 
th< , can with the adults who try to out
do the youth at the business of being 
yo ng. New forms of ministry are need
ed but this says“more about the hunger 
th. i the food,” and theirs would not be 
th- first generation who starved in the 
mi st of plenty because this hunger was 
nu examined. Nor the first to have their 
he ger exploited.

Simon Salter
Covington, La.

L< s Adults, the Better
y husband and I have been con- 

ne ed with a group such as you de- 
scr ied in (June/July) HM for the past 
ye. and a half. We started with seven, 
no have 350 to 400.

We started-in a home—now in a 
church—and am wondering where to 
meet next. God is truly pouring out his 
Spirit on all who will accept.

Mrs. D. L. Henning 
Tacoma, Wash.

Editor's Note: From seven to 400 is such 
a startling jump, we contacted the 
Hennings for further information.

The group, Mr. Henning said, is 
called "Youth Evangelism Today." Led 
by nephew Rev. Brad Henning, it meets 
every Saturday night in a ion-denomi
national church called the "People’s 
Church."

The group, started in the Henning 
home, was at first predominately Sou
thern Baptist, with a number of Luther
ans. It now includes Presbyterians, 
Methodists and Catholics. A few blacks 
are beginning to join the group, which 
Mr. Henning considers an important 
step. He adds that only a small per
centage of the group is Pentacostal. 
—"Because of the many denominations 
present," he said, "the prayer service is 
somewhat different from what you 
would see in most churches."

Mostly teenagers compose the group, 
and they come "just about every way 
teenagers come—long-hairs, short 
hairs, mini-dresses, maxi dresses."

They sit around with a guitar and 
sing folk and gospel songs, then give

testimonies, pray and listen to a ser- 
monette presenting the plan of salva
tion, Mr. Henning said. ,

Although no "official records" hpve 
been kept, Mr. Henning estimates that 
between 100 and 200 kids were saved 
during the first year of meeting in the 
recreation room of his home.

"What they want is a dynamic rela
tionship with Jesus," Mr. Henning said. 
"When they find this, they can hardly 
stand it.

"Some adults have become inter
ested because they see a change in 
their children," he added. "Some of the 
adults are coming around to see what 
it’s all about, but we are trying to keep 
them out because we don’t have room 
lor them. We feel the less adult leader
ship, the better."

For eight months, the teens have 
operated four "Outreach Houses" (one 
for girls, three for boys) which offer 
help to kids who have been in trouble 
with the law, schools, home, etc.

They are "dealt with mainly with 
love." If the kids are 18 years old or 
younger, proper authorities (parents, 
law, etc.), are consulted. Many times 
the parents give permission for the kid 
to stay in an Outreach House a couple 
of days. If he does, the kid usually hears 
about Jesus, Mr. Henning said.

Mr. Henning says "Youth Evangelism
(.oiiKnunl
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Today" continues to grow, and kids 
trom that group have gone on to other 
places to begin similar groups.

Yet the group has had no formal 
advertising campaign, depending on 
personal contacts and^word-of-mouth 
communication. /

"These kids have gone to school; 
others have seen a change in their lives 
and have come to joiqthe group," Mr. 
Henning said. "If they come two or 
three times, they usually find Christ."

“Yecity, Yacity”
It almost made me sick to my stom

ach when I read the articles about how 
a revival was being started. I heartily 
agree with the man who wrote about 
trash. (Letters, May HM). I have said 
time and time again, no more magazine 
for me; then something would come up 
that I wanted to know about. Its sayings 
don’t drift me away from my faith, 
although I wouldn’t recommend it to 
others.

In this June/July issue I never read of 
such a ridiculqps way to start a revival,

Enrich your Bible study with

34

carrying on like drug addicts. Yes, 
Jesus loves all, but not one’s sinful 
ways. He established his church as a 
sacred institution to be carried on 
decently and in order. He didn’t have 
"yecity, yacity" (sic) emotions in it. 
Are our Southern Baptist churches go
ing to be led to such a movement?

The devil is ever working to destroy 
the true church of our Lord Jesus. Here 
are two examples that are true: While 
a Baptist was delivering his sermon, a 
Pentacostal became so emotional he 
had to be led out. Another time a group 
at their meeting got so hilarious they 
ran out of the church house and got in 
a car. They call this filled with the 
Spirit. Do you call that a revival?

The Bible teaches that man looketh 
on the outward appearance; the Lord 
looketh on the heart. It also teaches 
meekness and lowliness.

Mrs. L. B. Stener 
Ridgeway, Mo.

First Love
Greetings in the name of our blessed 

redeemer!
Thank you tor the June/July issae of

Edited by
DR. E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH 
with 37 evangelical scholars

Designed to clarify difficult passages 
and provide concise definitions of 
major biblical doctrines and themes, 
this favorite study Bible is ideal for 
the young person and for the begin
ning student of any age.

THE PILGRIM BIBLE is outstand
ing for these special features:

• notes and helps on same page with 
text

• introduction to each book
• modified pronunciation
• historical data
• summaries
• cross references
• chronologies
• comprehensive index
• maps and diagrams

King James Version text. Available 
with or without Concordance in a 
wide range of styles, $8.50 to $27.50. 
Shown above: Cowhide Concordance 
Edition. Ultrathin Oxford India paper 
(5!4x7%xl,/io‘’). Black, Blue, or 
red. 126x. $25.00
Order from your Baptist Book Store 

Oxford University Press
NEW YORK

HOME MISSIONS. I believe you di as 
Dr. Culpepper suggested, "allo' ed 
God, the Holy Spirit, the freedon to 
lead."

I remember a T.V. news flash I ad 
seen of some hippies in L.A. abo a 
year and a half ago. I was provoked nd 
the thought went through my min< | 
wish I could turn them over my lap id 
spank every one of them." About 2. n, 
our Lord waked me. The first th ig 
that came to my mind was those hip ie 
youth. Hebrought to my mind the qt. $- 
tion, "Why are they like sheep with jt 
a shepherd?" I have taught prima; s 
and beginners for years, 41 years p. $, 
Christ is "/ am" to me today, but \ as 
more as a Christ of yesterday and »- 
morrow then. Suddenly I realized ! jt 
because Christ was not a living real y, 
in the now, to me as I taught, that so- ie 
of the children I had taught about Ch ist 
could very easily be in that group. H .w 
He broke my heart as I confessed io 
Him, He filled.my heart with His Io- e, 
and His compassion for them. Now. 
when I pray for them, I know rny 
prayers reach the throne of grate.

We do not have to wait until we get to 
heaven to know that Jesus is now Joy
unspeakable and full of glory. Glory!

My sincere prayer for the youth men
tioned in HOME MISSIONS is that 
Christ Jesus will remain their first 
Love, and that they will grow rapidly in 
His Knowledge.

Mrs. C. Amburn 
Kingsland, Tex.

6% INTEREST
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

FOR
OFFERING CIRCULAR

Tear out and mail to
Bill Landers. ADM., 

771-2480
Colorado Baptist General 

Convention
P. O. Box 22005
Denser. Colorado 80222

Name .............................................

Adress ........ ................................

O ce Again, Please?
I aise God! Praise God! And again I 

Praise God! For four years I have 
sei ed the imminence of revival in 
An rica (and also the return of our 
Lo )—Maranatha!

I m pastor of a small church (South
er, Baptist) in a town of 4,000. In too 
m. y ways to list here, God’s Spirit has 
toi hed this place. Large numbers are 
no being saved yet, but as you said.

Doing the Jesus Thing
Church historian and astute 

social observer, Martin Marty, 
put the Jesus Freaks in "Context” 
in the April 1 edition of his pub
lication. He made these points 
following a confrontation with 
the Jesus Freaks at the Earl lec
tures at Berkeley:

1. They are right on schedule. 
They share the counter-cultur
alists’ view that life is compli
cated, solutions are not easy. Like 
the Utopians of the 1840s they 
seek “the immediate experience," 
the dream of innocence, and they 
suggest that there is a primitive 
approach to reality that tran
scends complexity. There is noth
ing a priori wrong with that 
approach. But from my point of 
view it will not work and cannot 
last. The freaks are sincerely 
trying, but they are complicated, 
too. They kept stressing that only 
the Jesus-me nexus matters, and 
that people shouldn't measure 
importance the usual way—bub 
they took pains (in a public dis
cussion with the author) to certify 
their experience by stressing that 
their leader had a Ph.D. (is there 
anything more corrupt than 
hat?) and that Look magazine 
iad written them up. Once one 
ises the media to ratify creden- 
ials, he’s a lost soul.

2. They are nice to have around, 
have predicted for some time 

hat the Eastern religious styles 
'opular in youth culture would 
nfJuence the West but would not 
irevail here; eventually, they 
vould transfuse and transform 
he Western religious tradition 
ather than replace it. And that is 
□ the good, I would think. The 
hristian World Liberation Front 

"It’s coming..." We live in a spirit of 
expectancy.

Let us be real careful about analyz
ing. If this is of God, and it obviously is, 
let’s accept it, enjoy it and report it. But 
if we feel appointed and determined to 
analyze it, we'll likely miss it. At a time 
like this, I pray that everyone would 
study carefully what that wise man, 
Gamaliel, said in Acts 5:33-39.

John Welch
Sparta, III.

and other street-people Chris
tians are signs that this moment 
is here. A couple of years ago. 
during the neo-religious kick, 
any superstition, magical or 
mystical experience, or reli
gious tenet was respectable on a 
campus or in a commune—any 
that is, except if associated with 
the West’s historic faith. Now, in 
effect, the freaks are saying that 
our culture "can go home 
again" with a somewhat altered 
style of consciousness. In their 
own way, they offer another 
mode o^ witness to that 
tradition.

3. The cfunch will come when 
they encounter the conservative, 
not the lil al churches. The 
Christianity oday writer who 
was surprised at the hearing the 
freaks got from liberals should 
not have been; he announces that 
CWLF plans "confrontations ’at 
big liberal churches all over 
America’.” These will be pleasant 
Sunday School picnics; the young 
people will be cqoptedt they will 
find themselves right at home. 
And for a number of reasons. 
Their approach, despite the 
superficial and external accomo
dations to evangelical orthodoxy, 
actually includes elements con
genial to the heirs of nineteenth 
century liberalism. One strand, 
deriving from the whole 
Schleiermacherian century's ac
cent on experience, warms to 
their love of personal experience 
(which is not only the evangel
ical's accent), and the freaks are 
water on parched ground wher
ever liberalism forgot that and 
turned merely intellectual. "Big 
liberal churches” around America 
are experience-hungry. And the 
freaks’ Jesus has much in com-

Thrilled
Those who have read this issue are- 

like rhe—thrilled with the reports of 
these young people and appreciate your 
efforts to get them to us.

Mrs. ). M. Johns 
Rogers, Ark.

WOW, letters are still coming in, “The 
Jesus Explosion, Part IV” will be con
tinued next month.

mon with the liberals' Jesus, the 
gentle poet of the Galilean hills, 
who can be appropriated without 
the accretions of centuries of 
dogma.

The evangelicals will have trou
ble as they face the anti-institu
tionalism and the "you must do it 
my way or you aren’t saved" 
approach of these nominal ortho- 
doxists. At Berkeley as elsewhere 
their polemic is directed as much 
to the formalism of the orthodox 
churches as it is against the 
liberal styles.

4. The test will come when we 
see what way the freaks go as 
they become corrupted and 
coopted. Nothing lasts long ih 
our culture, and the more color
ful the movement the more like
ly it phases past or over or out 
into something else. The street 
people could infuse some life in
to drab churches. Or they might 
soon disappear along with the 
Maharishi disciples of two years 
ago and last year’s Hare Krishna 
people (of whom, they are, in 
many ways, spiritual descend
ants). While the witness at the 
Earl Lectures were...quite gen
tle, respectful, disarming, and 
pleasing spokesmen, they did— 
without knowing their audience 
—implicitly attack their hearers 
for not knowing Jesus, etc., etc. 
On that, I cross my fingers, the 
odds are good that many in that 
audience, who were serving the 
Christian cause before the 
freaks were born, will be "hack
ing it” for Jesus after the street 
people are barely remembered. 
But, I could be wrong; file this 
newsletter in your time capsule 
and dig it out in five years to see.

Home Missit xs Si i EMBER, 1971



Missionary
Appointees

SO LONG JOEY
(The Dave Boyer Story)
When Dave Boyer became Joey Stevens, he 
plunged into a world of jazz, booze and "ben
nies." In search of thrills, he found despair. 
Today he is again Dave Boyer—reborn in Christ. 
This book is the story of his triumph. By DAVE 
BOYER with Sonny Schwartz and Fred J. Hamil- 
ton- $3.95

JENNY’S PRAYER DIARY
(From a coed’s heart) f
During her junior year at college Jenny Hack
man put her devotions on paper. These intimate 
prayers reflect her dreams and emotions, wor- , 
ries and joys about her work, social life and 
important decisions. A heartening look at a 
young Christian of today, a living tribute to the 
power of Christ's love. By JENNY HACKMAN.

$1.95 paper

NOT PEACE BUT A SWORD
(Vance Havner's first novel)
This is the 25th book by the beloved evangelist ■ 
Vance Havner ... and his first novel! It is the 
story of a young minister’s struggles to lead his 
first congregation to see beyond worldly glam
our and the social whirl to life’s real beauty 
and meaning. An absorbing story, with a mes
sage of hope and inspiration. By VANCE HAV- 
NER- $4.95

. the
y music

STOPS

WHEN THE MUSIC STOPS
(All about Surfside Challenge)
God revealed Himself in the midst of a “jam 
session," and suddenly jazzman Tom Morse 
turned away from drugs and drink to the min
istry of Surfside Challenge. Here are the dra
matic stories of the addicts, drunks, thieves 
prostitutes and runaways he has helped to find 
a new life. By TOM MORSE with Bobbie Lauster.

AT YOUR $3 05

baptistAbook store i
Service with a Christian Distinction fl

1. FLOYD EMMERLING 
BIRTHDATE: March 3 
BIRTHPLACE: Cabot, Ark. 
POSITION: Director, Detroit Baj 
Center; Detroit,Mich.

2. (MRS.) IDA EMMERLING 
BIRTHDATE: April 16 
BIRTHPLACE: North Little Rock, 
Ark.

3. YOUNG GLOVER
BIRTHDATE: April 7 
BIRTHPLACE: Summerfield, La. 
POSITION: Regional Missionary 
National Baptists, Orlando, Fla.

4. (MRS.) JUNE GLOVER 
BIRTHDATE: June 29 
BIRTHPLACE: Marked Tree, Ark

5. GREGORY GOMEZ
BIRTHDATE: September 27 
BIRTHPLACE: Yorktown, Tex. 
POSITION: Missionary, Mexican 
Baptist Bible Institute, San 
Antonio, Tex.

6. (MRS.) OFILIA GOMEZ 
BIRTHDATE: July 21 
BIRTHPLACE: San Juan, Tex.

7. PEGGIE HARMON
BIRTHDATE: April 18 
BIRTHPLACE: Surry County, N.C 
POSITION: Director, Friendship 
Baptist Center; Albuquerque, N.M

8. N. ADRON HORNE
BIRTHDATE: March 31 
BIRTHPLACE: Obion County, T< x, 
POSITION: Teacher missionary 
Guntown, Miss.

9. (MRS.) DOROTHY HORNE 
BIRTHDATE: August 30 
BIRTHPLACE: Spring Creek, Ter i.

10. RAMON MARTINEZ .
BIRTHDATE: May 1 
BIRTHPLACE: Colon, Cuba 
POSITION: Missionary, First 
Spanish Ba|Rist Church, Gilroy, 
Calif.

11. (MRS.) ROSA MARTINEZ 
BIRTHDATE: May 19 
BIRTHPLACE: Cruces, Cuba

Home Missions
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standing, and humor."—David Poling
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18. (MRS.) RUTH SMITH
BIRTHDATE: July 4 
BIRTHPLACE: Lampasas, Tex.

22- MRS.) LAVERNE K. WILCOX
•IRTHDATE: September 12 
’’IRTHPLACE: Jefferson County,Ky.

and inner 
to God. ft

MM

MRS.) MARY MOORE 
.IRTHDATE: June24 
URTHPLACE: Conroe,Tex.

20. MRS.) BARBARA TORNEY 
IIRTHDATE: December 13 
■ IRTHPLACE: Mobile, Ala.

Order from Your Baptist Book Store
Harper 6) Row

KNEST MEHAFFEY
IRTHDATE: October 21 
IRTHPLACE: Buncombe County,

OSITION: State Director, Work 
ith National Baptist;
outh Carolina

15. GLENARD NORRIS
.BIRTHDATE: November 18 
BIRTHPLACE: Bangs,Tex. 
POSITION: Pastoral missionary; 
West Peabody, Mass.

21 IAROLD W. WILCOX 
IRTHDATE: December 27 
IRTHPLACE: Irvine, Ky. 
OSITION: Director, social 
'ministries, Gate City, Va.

16. (MRS.) BOBBIE NORRIS 
BIRTHDATE: December24 
BIRTHPLACE: San Angelo, Tex.

19. GEORGE A. TORNEY
BIRTHDATE: April 15 
BIRTHPLACE: Baltimore, Md. 
’’OSITION: Pastor director, First 
Southern Baptist Church, San 
rancisco, Calif.

MARSHALL MOORE
IRTHDATE: August 9 
IRTHPLACE: Conroe,Tex. 
OSITION: Director,Christian socia 
ministries.Central Baptist Associa- 
on; Indianapolis, Ind.

17. ELLIOTT M. SMITH
BIRTHDATE: November 22 
BIRTHPLACE: DeWitt County, Tex. 
POSITION: Superintendent of 
missions, Indio, Calif.

Have Faith 
Without Fear

AMNMHNwr

A* taltoMto, colorful ssWiMrtrail hyw the au- 
toAtoring Ute as a New York socialite waa

by KENNETH L. WILSON
"Takes the torment, fright, and foolishness out of 
the religious scene . . . offering a Christian expe- 
rience that expands and ignites on love, under-

missionaries are appointed jointly by 
P>t tome Mission Board and the state 
Bal ~t conventions.

by WILLIAM A. EMERSON, JR.
"Overwhelming in its simplicity and grandeur is 
this new telling of a spiritual story in Space Age 
language. ... A vigorous book linked to the 
changed 70’s.”—Family Books, Los Angeles Times

$4.95
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churches. They will also visit o- er 
resort areas throughout the stat ol 
North Carolina.

There are seventeen churches \ ho 
are members of the Cherokee ln< an 
Association. These churches com jci 
regular Sunday services and otVier ac
tivities to meet the needs of the c- m-

Association also elects two Incian 
missionaries who assist the smaller 
Indian churches.

The missionaries at Cherokee have a 
field “white unto harvest" on the Reser
vation, as well as another field "white 
unto harvest”composed of the tourists.

The Lament of the 
Cherokee Nation”

What's so special about a community 
of 5,000 permanent residents located in 
the mountains of western North 
Carolina?

If that community is Cherokee, it is a 
very special place.

Cherokee is located in the heart of the 
56,000 acre Cherokee Indian Reserva
tion. A popular tourist attraction, 
Cherokee’s population explodes begin
ning on Easter weekend and continuing 
through the "falling of the leaves” in 
early November.

Visitors coming to Cherokee each 
year equal the people who live in Atlan
ta (1.4 million), Dallas (1.5 million), 
Miami (1.2 million), Birmingham 
(800,000), Memphis (800,000),^ Louis
ville (800,000). and Nashville (500.- 
000), a total of seven million. The 
number is also equivalent to the pop
ulation of the mountain stages of 
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Colorado.
Wyoming, Montana, and lda£io.

With a permanent residency of 5,000 
increasing to 7 million during the 
year, bow does a church meet the 
challenge of the community and the 
thousands of tourists at the same 
time. Missionary Roy Cantrell, pastor 
of the Cherokee Baptist Cluirch. is 
leading an effective ministry to 
the area.

The Cherokee Indian ministry under 
Cantrell’s direction conducts:
• Two worship services on Sunday 

morning at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School classes under the 
direction of summer missionary 
Will Harper and local youth at 
campgrounds beginning at 8 and 
continuing until 11 a.m.

• Sunday afternoon services at Fron
tierland, an amusement park.

• Regular Sunday evening activities.
• Organized recreational programs 

for youth on the Reservation.
• A dhild care center (sponsored joint

ly by the North Carolina Baptist 
State Convention and the Home 
Mission Board) for working mothers 
under the direction of Mrs. Ruth 
Christopher.

“Big Wig” Party
A wig party, a mission opportunity? 

You must be kidding! Not sq. Ruby 
Otto, regional CSM director in Lewis
ton, Me., found an exciting avenue for 
ministry from a "wig party." Let her 
share it with you:

"When I agreed to serve as hoste< for 
a wig party, I didn't exactly think of it 
as a ministry.

Alli, a volunteer worker in our a- tiv- 
ities who lives in Tall Pines, (a hou ing 
project in Lewiston), decided to sell 
wigs part-time. Absent-mindedl . I 
volunteered to host her kick-off p rty. 
As time drew near, I had ser md 
thoughts. In fact, I didn't even k >ow 
how a wig party was supposed to f no
tion! I decided to have a "come- nd- 
go," hoping the people would corm jnd 
go quickly. I invited the ladies I had net 
in the complex.

I was surprised when Steveral ot ih«j 
ladies came and brought their frit ids. 
Rather than come and go, ever >ne 
came and stayed. I soon realized hat 
most of the ladies were not acquair ed. 
What better way to get to know ach 
other than in an informal atmosphe 3 ol 
"letting your hair down and tryinj on 
wigs.” Initially, the time was 7:00-' :00, 

but he last wig was recased at 10:45.
T ? results:
• ach person widened their circle of 

acq lintances. Pam, who has an epilep
tic ■ >n, wants to know more about the 
Tue day morning Mothers Away activ
ity. he wants her son to learn to play 
will other children. She is also interest
ed । : meeting other mothers who have 
epileptic children.

• jean works for OEO as a nutrition 
expert. She indicated she would assist 
Parmin locating mothers in similar sit
uations. She also wants to serve as a 
referral person for families who have 
unusual diets or families on food cou
pons and who participate in ADC.

• Lanie's preschool daughter visited 
at our Sunday School with a friend. 
She wanted her family to become in
volved in Sunday School, but she 
wanted to “get to know us" first. Her 
daughter also has come to Tuesday 
morning activities. She plans for her 
daughter to attend our Sunday School, 
and she plans to visit the chapel as soon 
as her baby arrives.

• Rita is having marital problems and 
has been to see Gordon Thomas (pastor
al missionary for Maine) for counsel.
• leannie’s husband is in the military 

and is gone all week. She is quite lonely. 
She now participates with bther women 
in their morning coffee group.

• Dot, because of financial difficul
ties expressed concern about buying 
dre -es for her seven-year-old and nine- 
yea old daughters. Alli's eight-year-old 
anc eleven-year-old have outgrown 
ma' v of their clothes. Alli needs the 
do- t space and Dot needs the girls’ 
dot ies.

h edless to say, this was an enjoy
abl yet unexpected experience. I 
wo Ier how I could have been so limit
ed my foresight?"

P Ruby now has a wig too.

Mission in Paradise
S' ne people may think Veryl and 

Chi I Henderson are the luckiest home 
mis maries ever appointed. They serve 
Lah na Baptist Mission in Lahaina, 
Ma i, Hawaii.

Sel i-mber, 1971

By Larry Bryson

You can be sure they have opportun
ity to enjoy themselves, but probably 
not as often as one might think. Take a 
look at the activities of the Hendersons:
• Pastor, Lahaina Baptist Mission 

with full Sunday and Wednesday 
activities.

• Interim pastor, Kihea Baptist Mis
sion. Henderson preaches before 
services at Lahaina.

• Conducts hotel worship service for 
tourists at the Hilton Hotel.

• Speaks frequently for civic clubs in 
the Lahaina-Maui area.

• Operates beach ministry for 
transients.

• Utilizes a film ministry in the 
church and public library. A "film
revival” was held, and on the first- 
evening seventy people came, and 
six made decisions.

• During Christmas a drop-off center 
for children is operated. Activities 
include singing, story-telling, and 
Bible stories.

• Active in the Maui Association. 
Veryl is associational camp direc-’ 
tor. Cheryl serves as associational 
WMU director. She also serves as a 
Sunday School teacher in the 
Lahaina Church, church custodian 
and pianist. P.S. She is also a 
pastor’s wife.

• The Lahaina Church also has an 
active church recreational program 
that attracts the children in the 
community.

The Henderson farqily is active in the 
affairs of the community. Jana, their 
four-year-old daughter, is active in a 
preschool program. Because of her 
presence, the Hendersons were able to 
cultivate close friendships with parents 
of her schoolmates. As a result of these 
contacts, several parents were enlisted 
in the activities of the church.

The Hendersons are a busy, happy 
couple. Veryl said, "My wife and I enjoy 
pastoring the Lahaina Baptist Mission 
because the members here enjoy being 
Christian. They enjoy serving the Lord. 
We're thankful God led us to Lahaina.”
' 0

Bryson is associate secretary, Deparimenl ol 
Missionary Education, HMB, Atlanta,Ga.

Chaplains Prayer 
Calendar

Oct. 1: William E. McCrea, La., Army: 
James McCain, Jr., Ala., Navy. Oct. 2: W.L. 
Simmer, Va., institutional. Oct. 3: Sam E. 
Brian,Tex., Air Force; Stephen Y. Gnatt, S.C., 
Army; Harry T. )ones, Ga., Navy; Richard 
D. Yancey, Ark., Army; Carl J. Pearson. Ark . 
Navy.

Oct. 4: Billy D. Dunn, Tex., Army; Edmund 
W. Holmes. Fla., hospital; Marvin W. 
Howard. Fla., Navy; Thomas H. Pulliam. Ga.. 
Army; Edward N. Taylor, Tex., Army: 
Maynard U. Vick, Mo., institutional. Oct. 5: 
Reuel J. Cooper Sr.. Tex.. Army; George C. 
Patterson Sr.. Va.. institutional.

Oct. 6: Gerald T. Richards, Mo., Navy; 
Glenn Womack. Ark., hospital. Oct. 7: 
Thomas H. Cole, Tex., hospital. Oct. 8: B.C. 
Trent, Tenn., Air Force; William T. Hartley. 
S.C., hospital. Oct. 9: Austin D. Moon, La.. 
Army; Thomas A. Wolfe. N.C.. hospital; 
Donald W. Cauble. Tex., hospital.

Oct. 10: Arthur F. Bell. Tenn., Army; 
Preston C. Brown Jr.. S.C.. Air Eorce; 
William P. Moore. S.C., hospital. Oct. 12: 
Laurence B. Graham. S.C.. Army; Frank D. 
Metcalf, Fla., Air Force; Charles S. Mills, 
Okla., Army. Oct. 13: Carter E. Hudson. Ala., 
Army; Benjamin Patrick Jr., Okla., hospital. 
Oct. 14: Verlin E. Barnett. Jr., S.C., hospital; 
E.D. Smith. La., institutional; Andrew C. 
Puckett. Va.. hospital; Lloyd D. Doyle, Tex., 
Navy; Medford E. Speaker. Mo., institu
tional.

Oct. 15: David G. Page, Mo.. Navy; Roy F. 
Reynolds, Mo., hospital. Oct. 16: James H. 
Easterwood, Tex., hospital; Donald G. 
Phillips, Mo., Air Force; Charles N. Wilcox, 
Ky., hospital. Oct. 17: Jimmy L. Burnham, 
Ga., Army; Charles W. Burrows, Fla., hos
pital. Oct. 18: Warren E. Ferguson, Miss.. 
Air Force; John P. Meiss, N.Y., Army; Carl 
Edwin Bilderback, Tex., Air Force. Francis E. 
Broyles, Okla., hospital.

Oct. 20. Louis G. Alder, Okla., Army; 
Curtis M. Bean, Ala., Air Force; William 
Gordon Page, La., Air Force. Oct. 21: Billy G. 
Ricks, Tex., Army. Oct. 22: Homer C. Me- 
Elyea, Md., hospital; Richard C. Davis, Ga., 
hospital; Jerre Hassell. Ark., hospital. Oct. 
24: Lowell F. Matheney, Ind., hospital: 
Granville D. McPeake, La., Army;. Oct. 25: 
Honer Good, N.C., industrial; Alfred M. 
Clard, Mo., Navy; Henry L. Martin, Tenn., 
Navy; Howard Tisdale, Ky., industrial.

Oct. 26: John F. Berry, Idaho. Air Force; 
Jesse R. Campbell, Tex., Army; Lewis E. 
Dawson, Ky., Air Force. Oct. 28: Kenneth D. * 
McGuffey, Tex., Air Force; Jim Travis. Ga., 
hospital. Oct. 29: Vernard T. Utley. La., Air 
Force. Oct. 30: Richard McLean. Ga.. Army: 
James A. Skelton, Ga., Army. Oct. 31: Jerry 
Lynn Mize, Ark., Army; Clarence Lee 
Corbett, Jr., N.C., Army; Raburn Lewis 
Stevens, Tex., Army.
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