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NEW GIFT FOR 
THE CHRISTI AN 
VOLUNTEER
Exploring the leisure revolution—its 
consequences and its effects—is sort of 
like looking at that*f>roverbial glass 
of water: it can be half empty, or half 
full, depending on your point of view.

Continued



A GAN E 
FOR TWO OR MOI E 

PER SOI tSLEISURE CONTINUED

Identified by hospital wristband, a student witnesses to a beachcomer. Youthful donors swamp coffeehouse during blood drive.

Sun on Florida beaches, left, 
attracted 500,000 students; 
evangelism students move 
into meaningful conversation.

Once upon a time, not many years 
ago. good Christian people read the 
news of college students roaring to 

Florida for the Easter weekend; and 
they said:

"Tish. fish, those kids ought to be 
home in church."

And they shook their heads, per­
plexed about the fate of "this genera­
tion." and continued reading the paper.

Times have changed. That outlook 
may persist in some realms. But in 

others. Christians are saying: "Let's <■! 1 
down there too; where else can we I id 
as many people to witness to—oi as 
many people willihg to witntfei- (is 
there on the beaches?"

Their altitude has (.hanged hi' 
Easter influx from bane to boon: I ey 
have seen the weekend as an opporl n- 
ity to use leisure time and setting c n- t 
strudively, to witness to their faith j

In a way. their response to the cl d- 2 
lenge of leisure time reflects a grad al I

pork. But Chrisliiins are learning that

rule book.

1 i practice of rest and relaxation, of 
1 nping and boating and skiing and 
P nicking and traveling and working

Christians. Leisure. which 
iitened the indTliFtional church, 

merely stimulates it: leisure.

v from the church, iiow offers a 
e Io help every Christian fulfill his 

’Sionary role. Americans spend more than Sll)5 
.billion on leisure activities—$50 
billion for recreational equipment and 

for admissions to sporting events, 
movies, stage plays, concerts and other 
cultural attractions. cbntiuuixl
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For many Fort Lauderdale's 
coffeehouse, top photo, was 
somewhere to go without a 
money hassel; Edde Dalton, 
lower photo, sings at one of 

free picnics for beachcomers.

WHAT WILL
WE DO 

TOMORROW?

Money spent on spore-time exceeds 
national defense, construction of new 
homes, corporate profits or income of 
U.S. farmers. Don't even ask how much 
it tops all giving to U.S. churches; 
you'd be embarrassed to know.

Almost evdry American is engaged in 
one or more outdoor leisure activities— 
from picnicking (49 percent of the po- • 
pulation) to bird watching (4 percent). 
But leisure activities aren't confined 
to outdoors; Americans spend almost 
$20 on records, TVs, books, news­
papers, magazines—obvious products 
of indoor leisure.

Leisure Itnows no season, but spring 
annually brings it renewed life. First 
onslaught of the.year is spring vacation 
from schools and colleges, which falls 
around Easter.

This past Easter, thousands of col­
lege students performed their har­
binger roles by swamping U.S. 
beaches. Among them were 500 Chris­
tian students from 45 colleges and 23 
states, who joined the invasion of the 
Florida beaches as an effort to share 
their faith (hundreds more went to 
Texas beaches. (See story, page 19.)

The ministry, sponsored by the 
Home Mission Board, was designed to 
give students an opportunity to witness 
in direct, personal encounters. The stu­
dents met in coffeehouses, on beaches, 
at picnics. With the Red Cross, they 
even sponsored a blood drive.

The approach was low-key. not 
hard-sell, but the results were impres­
sive. More than 450 students visited

HMB-run coffeehouses each day; al­
most 1,000 attended three free picnics; 
in all, more than 14,550 students were 
talked to and 5,500 of them witnessed 
to: of those, 80 percent responded fav­
orably. There were 200 professions 
of faith.

There were also residual benefits. 
"The greatest contribution,” said 
Nathan Porter of the HMB Division of 
Evangelism", "js what a project like this 
does for the participants. They arc 
taxed to the fullest, physically and 
emotionally, but they are seeing God at 
work as never before."

This year, Porter said, past year's 
experience and more extensive train­
ing. of students resulted in the mast 
effective performance so far.

In such a leisure setting, witnessi ng 
to one's faith sometimes requites 

courage and stamina; but it is ano 
strengthening and. often, encouragi: g. 
the participants report.

And there’s little denying it can a: -o 
be fun, for the setting is relaxed a d 
the encounters are easy, casual, un i- 
hi bi ted.

The students have learned that, a <1 
profited from it. And they aren't ‘ e 
only ‘ones, as '* issue brings c I- 
Churches and individual Christians e 
also entering recreational and res rt 
areas, are also staging cultural ever s, 
to take advantage of man's increat d 
attention on leisure and to takeChn t- 
ianity to people where they are.

And that's one of the rules that nev t 
changes. 0

Churches across the natioif are turning their attention 
is uncharted, but exciting, and the destination

T
|he cry of people overendowed with time on their 
hands as recorded by T.S. Eliot in The Wasteland. 
was, "What shall we do tomorrow?/What shall we 
ever do?" Answering the question of what to do 
with leisure time has become a major industry in recent 

years. Marketing of recreation is a $105-billion-a-year 
business in the United States, and churches are beginning 
to i n faced with a challenge to minister and a need to ad- 
jusi to the nationwide increase in discretionary time.

i.^ired people, alienated youths, unemployed persons 
an students in summer all are faced with idle hours.

>nd as work schedules are condensed, feven full-time 
br- idwinners face decisions about what to do with longer 
v<i dions and extended weekends created by the four-day 
w<- k week and the unified Monday holiday system.

ie growth of discretionary time, coupled with the new 
af icnce, is creating problems and opportunities at the 
sa time for Southern Baptist churches.

>e of the problems is that attendance at regular week- 
en church programs dwindles in the summer months and 

long weekends. This is a threat to churches that wish
Io inintain a schedule that was geared to an agrarian 
cu ire.

.1 other churches are finding ways Io go where the 
r ieationers" are and to minister to them there. Camp- 

si coffeehouse and beach witnessing are the primary 
ns for churches to reach people at play, according to 

|0' Land of the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board's 
O’ irtment of Special Mission Ministries.

the Atlanta area, rfor instance, Beecher Hills Baptist 
Cl rch holds Sunday morning services during the summer 
m' Ihs at the campsites adjacent to the nearby amuse- 
mc t park, "Six Flags Over Georgia.”

to resort and recreational ministries; the course 
is clearly'ahead on the horizon • by George Sheridan

And at Stone Mountain Stale Park in Georgia, the camp­

site ministries of two student summer missionaries are 
supervised each year by the First Baptist Church of Stone 
Mountain.

A number of churches find Sunday evening services in 
camping areas draw attendance three titles the size of 
what they formerly had in their sanctuaries. The churches, 

thereby, make missionaries out of their people—taking 
them out into the world to minister. Such is, the practice of 
Eagle Nest Baptist Church in New Mexico which holds 
Sunday evening services for campers in the nearby Cimar­
ron Canyon. Pastor Coy Findley reports that caippers are 
glad to have such activities after dark when there is little 
else to do.

Orchard Drive Baptist Church in Hammond. Ind., is an 
example of a congregation involved in beach ministry. 
During peak vacation times each summer, members (most­
ly youths) trek to the shores of Lake Michigan to bring the 
gospel to bathers there.

The First Baptist Church in Hialeah. Fla., has found a 
ministry at the place that makes that town most famous— 
the racetrack. Youths from the church hold Sunday serv­
ices for stable workers, arid a chaplain employed by the 
church and several other congregations provide counsel­
ing and crisis ministry to track employees and patrons.

Many churches use the free time ofjtheir choir members 
to witness to other people in their free time. For instance, 
some churches present choir concerts during the" summer 
months at the "Six Flags Over Texas" amusement park 
near Dallas. Other outdoor concerts are offered in city 
parks and resort areas across the nation.

Sponsoring student summer missionaries is a means for
Continued
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churches to minister to persons in their leisure time.
Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga., has used sum­

mer missionaries for several years in its weekday minis­
tries to vacationing school children.

El Portal Baptist Church in California sends its summer 
missionaries out among vacationers in nearby Yosemite 
Greenwish Village and at beaches from New Hampshire to 
Georgia.

One church that has had to implement a multitude of 
ministries related to leisure time in its community is 
First Baptist in Orlando. Fla. Already a haven for retirees 

and street people, that city this year became the home of 
Disney World where more than one million persons are ex­
pected to visit in the first 12 months of operation.

In the 15 years since Henry A. Parker became pastor 
there, the church staff has grown from three to 12 full- 
time ministers engaged in an extensive community out­
reach program.

One of these is the Good Thief Coffeehouse a block and 
one-hhlf from the church in downtown Orlando. |ohn 
Carow is the full-time director of The Good Thief, and he 
draws an average of 75-125 street people to the coffee­
house's nightly programs.

The coffeehouse ministry grew out of the .church's rec­
reation program Iwo years ago. It has been a means for 
reuniting families with children who have fun away from 
home, and it constantly handles drug counseling and refer­
ral needs.

Retired persons are the focus of another Orlqndo First 
Church ministry. For the last seven years the church has 
owned a high-rise aparlmen/ building three blocks from 
the church building.

Parker's wife serves on the church staff as a minister to 
retired folks who live in the apartment units. She directs 
a "Senior Adult Program" which includes regular organi­
zation meetings, recreation, crafts and field trips.

In the summer lime, the church offers a day-camp pro­
gram 10 children in its community. The day camp activities 
are carried on both on and off church properly. Buses take 
Ihe children to parks and pools in the community as well 
as bringing them Io ihe church building Io'.use Ihe recrea­
tional facilities there.

The church gymnasium also provides recreational out­
lets for ils people every day of ihe week. The gymnasium 
was installed in a former sanctuary building following a 
church construction project a decade ago.

In spring of 1972. Orlando Firsl Church had nine soft- 
ball teams under ils sponsorship. It also participates in 
associational golf, volleyball and basketball competition, 
and Ihe gym building is used also for skating, shutfh-board 
and table games.

Recreation comprises much of Orlando First Church's 
ministry to youths. The'church choir program is another 
means of involving Ihe young persons in Ihe church life. 
Next Christinas, the church will send a youth choir of about 
100 members Io Israel for a singing lour. Preparing for this 
has taken much of their time for moighs.

Despite the coming of Disney Worl,d and other employ­
ers. Ihe unemployment rale in ihe Orlando area is high. 
Parker said that one or another staff member continuously 
is conducting employment counseling with persons out of 
work.

Pari of Ihe church's ministry to retired persons is to in-
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TOMORROW /CONTINUED

Royce Measures, right. Calvary Baptist Church pastor, talks with retirees, the Kellie Rhi..es.

volve them in its weekday program. Under the direction of 
weekday minister Rafael DeArmas, a Cuban by birth, the 
retirees help staff the church's thrift shop, tutoring and 
English language programs.

Orlando First Church began to pursue such community 
and leisure ministries about five years ago, Pastor Parker 
recalls. It began with special summer ministries and grew 
with the realization that practical outreach is a 12-month- 
a-year community need.

Despite all the ministries Orlando First Church has been 
able to perform, its pastor feels frustrated, that the 
growth of the resort city is creating needs that are being 

met only partially, if at all.
For instance, if the church had the staff and finances, 

Parker would like to see:
—More ministry to vacationers. With 40,000 to 60,000 

tourists in Orlando every day because of Disney World, he

10 hm/june 72 

would have extensive motel and restaurant witnessing nd 
counseling services.

—An extended student ministry, especially among sa> ors 
on leave from the nearby Navy Recruit Training Centt at 
Florida Technological University.

—An expanded ministry to migrant workers who re- 
quently are left without jobs in off-seasons.

—Increased ministry by laymen in the Orlando 
prisons.

—Increased follow-up on its radio and television br 
casts whereby laymen would make personal contacts 
persons who respond to the broadcasts.

—And more rehabilitation wofk with juvenile d 
quents, as well as counseling with parents of such offeni

“This is a great area for needs," said Parker. "There 
so many challenges, it is hard to get to them all."

The pastor confesses he feels "somewhat frustra 
that the church isn't meeting all the needs it sees. To

■ ea '

ith ;

in-
rs. I
ire ,

•d" I
:al I

bi
> this problem, a long-range planning committee has 

established to set priorities and recommend to the
-ch which challenges should be confronted first.
rlando First Church also has had some problem coor- 
■ ting its worship schedule with other free-time offer- 
in its community. So far. the traditional program still 

ids. but the church has been successful in getting Sun­
evening municipal concerts rescheduled to allow per- 
. to attend church and the concerts both.
)ur goal." Parker said, is to try Io allow our members 
the people we serve Io get the fullest possible benefit 

a their leisure time."

(’alvary Baptist Church in Kemp. Texas, is another.eon- 
■gregation that has been forced to adjust in light of the 
lei ire-time industry.

decade ago. Calvary Church served a completely rural 
c<, stituency. It met in a traditional frame building of 1947 
vintage.

But in 1962, the Cedar Creek Lake resort community was 
es' iblished at Kemp—about 60 miles from Dallas. Then- 
pai lor R.M. Dickerman helped the congregation to see the 
change as a challenge to minister and led his people in 
establishing an extensive recreational program—geared 
particularly to youths.

Church members helped renovate and build to accom­
modate the adjustments. A miniature golf course was 
opened, and plans are for lighted courts for volleyball, 
basketball and tennis on church property. These programs 
are under the supervision of a part-time youth inrector. 
New programs will be established as church members per­
ceive needs for them, says new pastor Royce Measures.

Before the intensified youth outreach. Measures, adds, 
the youth at Cedar Creek Lake would swim all day. then 
have nothing to do at night.

Calvary Church also has seen that many persons move 
out of the city to escape the pressures of intense organiza­
tion. It therefore has resolved not to yield Io the tempta­
li n to try to recruit the newcomers for Sunday School and 
other programs until they have established the sense of 
|>‘ vacy they seek. )

We are not looking for spectacular growth." Pastor 
Measures said. Instead the churbh seeks to establish -a 
•> sble ministry in light of apparent needs.

\nd the newcomers seem to respond to this approach. 
!' my newer members say they joined because of the , 
। irch's reputation for being open to incorporating new 
I >ple and new ideas into its fellowship and outreach.

\ person-centered approach to the newcomers also 
s ms to be reaping real response. "I’ve never pastured a 
n re willing, friendly and warm people," says Measures.

>d newcomers appreciate this personal flavor after 
n ving from the cities where they were lost in the crowd."

ut Measures, like Orlando's Parker, is somewhat frus- 
' ed by the rate of growth in the community where he 
f ves. ‘There is no way," he laments, "that this church 
1 possibly keep up with the growth of the area. One 

di congregation cannot minister to this influx." 
art of the limitations he feels is due to the smallness of

1 church. Despite her willingness to change, she still 
6 rages only 87 in Sunday School and 120*130 in worship, 
a • weekly income is about $500.

■nd due to their abundance of leisure time, some of the 
n nbers frequently are not available to participate in

Youth practice on Calvary s minature go/f course.

Sheridan is associate editor. Chrislioo Index. Atlanta. Ga.
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church programs. One family spends its winters in Florida. 
Many live a great distance from the immediate neighbor­
hood of the church building.

But, over all, Measures is proud of the willing anil open 
spirit of the congregation which has adjusted to its new 
"leisure community."

Orlando First and Calvary churches indicate that the 
key to ministry in light of increased leisure time is 
flexibility. Don Mabry of the Home Mission Board's De­

partment of Survey and Special Studies would agree.
"The churches need to educate, motivate and inspire 

their people to use their leisure time for ministry. "Mabfy 
said. "Laymen must become involved in witnessing when­
ever people congregate, and churches must publicize the 
availability and the value of their programs." 0

Rhi..es


A TIME TO PAY
ANDA
TIME TO STAY

V

Affluence, earfy raprement, longer vacations, shorter work weeks—cctnbined they give Christians a chance 
to build history s largest missions force: Are you ready? • by Elaine Selcraig/Pnotos by Knolan Benfield

I
n an age When thousands are freed from the daily 
struggle merely to eke out existence, people have time 
to consider man's responsibility to man—and to act on 
the growing conviction that service to others is the 
most important part of life.

The resulting emphasis on "have's" giving to “have- 
not's"—service to fellowman—has created an atnfos- 
phere of sacrifice that has permeated all strata of Ameri­
can society, but none more thoroughly than the vast, oft- 
criticized “middle-class."

Despite drawbacks, the leisure revolution, that multi­
billion dollar offspring of today's affluence, has produced 
the opportunities for altruistic actions of hundreds of peo­
ple.

Among them are many Christians, who feel not only a 
need to express by their lives the love and compassion of 
Christ, but also a desire to spread the Good News of Jesus' 
life to others.

Thousands of churchmen are conducting hundreds of 
volunteer-run-and-staffed projects in their home areas— 
from one end of the United States to the other.

But the unique aspect of today's volunteer service is the 
growing numbers who are willing to leave their local 
church/home environment and go—paying their own way 
and staying for varying lengths of time—to different, often 
opposite areas of the country to work and witness for their 
faith.

They are of all ages—older people, retired early but'still 
vigorously healthy; middle-aged people, with longer vaca­
tions and shorter work weeks; younger people, maturing 
early but enduring the prolonged adolescence of years of 
schooling.

With.support of family and encouragement of friends, 

plus the natural ^youthful lust for adventure, many young 
persons are giving time and money to participate in home 
missions. Formany, the experience is a firsJ-

Last summer, when Diana Rhodes and Sharon Phillips 
boarded the jet for Utah, it was a day of “firsts": first 

plane trip, first time to move away from home. and. pass­
ing over the Rocky Mountains, first glimpse of a "real" 
mountain. Diana, 18, and Sharon, 19. were on their way to 
participate in -another first, a pilot project of the HMD's 
Special Mission Ministries Department.

The two teenagers, just graduated from high school in 
North Little Rock. Ark., were giving a year of their time for 
mission work in Utah. And while the HMB and Utah execu­
tive secretary Darwin E. Welsh had coordinated detail, of 
the mission project, Sharon's and Diana's parents w re 
footing the bill.

Two boys, Sam Ashcraft and Welsh's son. Benton, .a so 
were involved. They gave the time, Welsh found places or 
them to serve and missionaries to supervise them, and he 
families agreed to pay their teenagers' expenses.

A simple plan on paper, but one that involved month.' of 
preparation. Welsh had mulled over the idea for sevt al 
years. Letters, meetings, phone calls and conversati ns 
finally jelled last summer, and Welsh met with Em ry 
Smith, associate secretary of the Special Mission Minist es 
Department, and Charles Ashcraft, Arkansas execui ve 
secretary, to crystalize plans.

Ashcraft then wrote an article in his state paper, invit ng 
young people to contact him if the idea appealed to th' m. 
Diana and Sharon read the article one sizzling July day in 
church camp, and, as Diana remembers, "it sounded I ke 
the kind of thing we were looking for. Cumin
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Blowing bubbles is fun for missionary Mary Wigger. left to right. Diana Rhodes. Sharon Phillips and kids.

"Neither of us had been sure what we were going to do— 
school, work or what,” she says. “Both of us are pretty 
mission-minded, so we prayed about it and contacted Dr. 
Ashcraft. Things sort of fell into place from there.” "

Diana's dad, a truckdriver, agreed that she could “use 
the money we might have been spending for college;" 
Diana says. "Then our church at home (Gravel Ridge 
Church, North Little Rock) decided to give Sharon and me 
$100 a month. That turned out to be a big help, especially 
on the rent."

With their parents’ good wishes, the four spent a 
crammed-packed week of orientation in Salt Lake City in 
September, then scattered for their year of ministry. Bent­
on and Sam went to Portland, Ore., to give pastor Lock Mc­
Kay a hand. They knocked on doors, surveyed, helped in a 
coffeehouse across from a Portland high school.

Diana and Sharon went to the small town of Blanding,
Utah, where they worked with missionaries Calvin and 

Wilma Sandlin. Blanding is a mixture of whites, Spanish 
and Navajos from the nearby reservation; in a town which 
is 97 percent Mormon, the Baptist church, with its part- 
time pastor, struggles to meet people's needs.

“We would go into a store those first few days, and peo­
ple would know we were new in town," Diana recalls. 
"Then we would explain that we were from Arkansas, that 
we were Baptists, and what We were doing there. They 
looked at us kinda funny, but I think they eventually got 
used to us.

"It took us a while to get used to things, too. Like most 

of the kids we worked with didn't know much about church.
"They were really undisciplined, and it was hard to keep 

them quiet. They did settle down after a few weeks. They 
got along fine together as long as they were inside," Diana 
adds. "Outside, though, they’d start fighting sometimes. 
One day after class Sharon and I heard somebody scream­
ing so we ran qutside", and found them throwing rocks I 
was yelling at them to stop and a Spanish boy and a Navajo 
boy started fighting, and then they threw rocks close to 
us—what a mess to get that stopped.”

Holding Bible classes on hot Utah afternoons and st< p- 
ping rock fights are a far cry from drill squad practice beck 
at Sylvan Hills High School, and the girls admit "we go a 
little homesick at first."

"We did get to go home at Christmas, though," Di;, a 
says. "1 got off the airplane and my parents said they did 't 
know me, because I'd lost my Southern accent."

When they returned in January, Sharon and Diana W' e 
assigned to Salt Lake City's Central Baptist Church, wo <• 
ing in weekday ministries.

"The church is in a transient area," explains mission, y 
Mary Wigger, Baptist Concern Center's director and e 
girls' supervisor. "It's in a part of town where people co e 
and go, and many of them are on welfare. A lot of univ r- 
sity students live here, too."

The center, in an old Lutheran church building, 1 is 
plenty of rooms, a small kitchen, and space for teenagers o 
play ping pong and shoot pool on weekend nights.

Miss Wigger has been the only full-time worker staff: g 
the center, but five volunteers from different churches hi p

Sharon Phillips gives piano instruction to pupil.

during the week. “Now Sharon and Diana lake some of the 
responsibility for planning games and handwork and Bible 
stories," she says.

Among the girls' duties are babysitting for mothers in 
Bu.le classes, sponsoring girls club, planning special trips 
I' zoo and circus.

Helping Miss Wigger with the center's activities is a 9-6 
job. Nights are free, but as Diana says. “We're often 
s. .iking or doing things for other churches. We just fin- 

i ed two Acteens houseparties, one in Salt Lake City and 
1 other in Idaho."

baron answers a hotline at a drug crisis center certain 
" his and teaches piano lessons to six neighborhood girls 
i> ier free time.

Since the girls came, it has been a relief from thinking 
I ve to be here all the time," Miss Wigger notes. "For in- 
sj >ce the center is a member of the Community Service 
f ncil. and sometimes I would have to miss meetings of 
1 council and slay here. Now I can go, knowing Sharon 
X Diana can handle things at the center.

I used to be that if I left town for any reason, I’had to 
s ■ down the center entirely. But now I can leave occa- 
s .ally."

he has watched the girls adjusting to "many of the 
F dems a person faces when leaving home for the first 
11 But it has been good for them Io lake thesff responsi- 
l> ies here. It has been a tremendous growth for them."

Ve've made a lot of friends." the girls say. "Sometimes 
iL sitting on the lawn of the church, talking to people

A young girl receives encouragement from Diana.

who come by. Sometimes al the apartment.
"All that we've learned here couldn't have been learned 

in a year of college," Diana believes. "It's-really been an 
experience."

Miss Wigger sees good prospects for the program, bul 
stresses the need for "careful planning, and more training. 
If a kid just wants to get away from home, this is not for 
him.lll wouldn't work that way. Il's serious business.

"I think it might be valuable for them Io start out during 
the summer, then grow into full-time work. Paid summer 
missionaries are great, bul there just aren't enough funds 
to go around. It would be wonderful if more people could 
come out like this.

'Tin not sure what will happen when Sharon and Diana 
leave, but of course I hope to gel some replacements so the 
work can keep expanding," she adds.

Welsh is firm about the need for such mission programs. 
"We have 11 million Baptists. We have a couple of thou­
sand foreign missionaries, a few US-2'ers. We'll never win 
the world by paying missionaries Io go out." he says. 
"There have to be some alternate ways."

The Department of Special Mission Ministries will keep 
exploring those ways, and expanding the methods found 
most effective. One of the most successful projects has 
been the Christian Service Corps, an opportunity fof Chris­
tians to commit their own time, money and resources Io 
serve in a mission area—for a week, a summer or a year.

Length of time and kind of service vary as much as the 
ages and occupations of volunteers. /X busy Texas phy- 
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sician, Jack G. Jordan of Floyada. flew to Panama to re­
lieve an equally busy Dan Gruver for a week.

Mrs. Velma Pigg of Springfield, Mo., worked in six Vaca­
tion Bible Schools in Panama and the Canal Zone. “Even 
though my savings were sadly depleted because of this 
trip, I feel every penny used was blessed a hundred-fold in 
the response we saw among the workers and pupils in the 
school," she says. "Everywhere we went we were invited 
back for other schools; we had/many invitations for schools 
where we didn't have the time and money to go."

Elizabeth Taylor, a five-time^CSC worker from Harrison, 
Ark., spent her summer teaching-backyard Bible schools 
in three Navy housing projects and a trailer park in Bruns­
wick, Maine. She and Mrs. Evelyn NeSmith, a CSC volun­
teer from Dalton, Ga., taught "perhaps 60 children," Mrs. 
NeSmith says. "They would be sitting on the ground... 
French Huguenots, blacks. Orientals, whites. Many were 
from broken homes ... they all craved attention.”

One Missouri couple, the Harvey W. Grayums, have 
crisscrossed the West, building churches and “leaving 
a part of ourselves at -each church we visit."

Grayum, who was in the construction business, got into 
church building when his home church in Oak Grove asked 
him to help with a new building. The two-story brick struc­
ture was finished in 1963. In July, the Grayums traveled 
west for a three-week vacation with their son and his wife 
in Capistrano Beach, Calif.

“We grew so involved^yid felt so needed that we decided 
to stay in California,' Mrs. Grayum remembers. “My hus­
band found a job as a carpenter, and we just stayed."

In June of '64 the*couple was accepted by CSC, and they 
moved to Ely, Nev. “We bought a trailer, and the church 
and the city allowed us to park it on church property. This 
was great because we could use it for the 'overflow' at Sun­
day School hour," Mrs. Grayum chuckles.

Grayum and a deacon, Ben Felts, were asked to build a 
church at Diamond Valley, for a congregation which was 
meeting in a tin grain building in a plowed field. With an 
HMB loan, the men soon completed a small building. Then 
it was back to Capistrano, and a few months later, shutt­
ling back to Nevada, this time to help the church at Battle 
Mountain.

"For a while we lived in the 'meetin' house' of the 
church." Mrs. Grayum laughs. “Our bedroom was the pri­
mary classroom. The kitchen was just an extension of the 
auditorium, and our bathroom did double duty on Sunday 
morning. We had to get in there quick before the children 
started coming for Sunday School."

They next moved to Lovelock, Nev., where Grayum and a 
Collinsville, Okla., group (working during their vacations) 
helped construct a new church building. On the road again, 
the Grayums helped build two more churches—one for a 
congregation in Fresno that had been meeting in an old 
barracks building, and one in West Yellowstone, Mont., 
near the entrance to the national park.

After a few months rest back in Missouri, the Grayums 
packed their bags once again and headed for Mesa. Ari­
zona. to help with a mission church building.

“We often say to the people that we're trying to build a 
church, not a building," Mrs. Grayum points out. "We keep 
this thought uppermost in our minds."

"As one grows older, it's rewarding to find another type 
of service to our Lord. We've raised our family and now 

have even more time and energy to work for God."
The CSC volunteer often finds "another type of sei .ce" 

in another type of culture.

Mrs. Leona R. Thomas of Smithfield. N.C., serv i jn 
Manati, Puerto Rico, for a month and a half last im- 

merworking with language missionary Larry G. Wilk. ;on.
Manati, the pineapple capital of Puerto Rico, is abo. 60 

miles from San Juan. Baptists have a small mission i ere 
with an average attendance of 20.

"The lizards run up and down the wall during serv es, 
and we had other distractions," Mrs. Thomas reports.

“Many times we sit here in our quiet, clean buildin. at 
home and forget the outside world. It was really a bleb mg 
to leave the four walls of the sanctuary and rub shou' rs 
with all kinds of people, from different cultures and b k- 
grounds...to see the poverty and deep spiritual need of 
my fellowman."

But one doesn't have to leave the continental Un -ed 
States to find cultures and customs different than :iis. 
The 51 choir members and 10 sponsors from First Chinch, 

Pasadena, Tex., will testify to that.
They spent a week last July singing and holding Vaca­

tion Bible Schools in New York City.
“Being from the South, it kinda struck me as different." 

choir member La Verne McGregor says. “We flew to New 
*ork and got thereat 11 on a Friday night. There were 
people everywhere... all kinds of people. That was our 
first face-to-face look at New Yorkers, and it was almost 
like a different country. We saw a man wearing hotpants 
and carrying a shoufder bag, and most of the women were 
braless. It was just different."

After a Saturday morning orientation, the choir divided 
into five pre-arranged groups and went to the churches 
where they would be holding VBS. The schools began on 
Monday morning and ran until Friday.

La Verne and Jim Hix both worked in a VBS in the base­
ment of a tenement building. And La Verne says, "At first 
the kids didn't really acqept us."

"You can't just''go in and teach, cause they just nm 
around and don't pay attention," Jim explains.

“...the kids there...well, it's just real sad. It really is 
row after row of tenement houses. All the kids just pl iy 
this one game, where they flip Coke bottle tops into fcir 
squares on the pavement. They play this game, and tha s 
all. Most of them haven't been away from the few bloc s 
they live in. A lot of them who lived in Brooklyn had nev r 
even been to Manhattan. I don't know how they’re e\ sr. 
going to get out of there."

“When those children reach 13 or 14 years old, th y 
really get tough," agrees choir director Dan Sampson. It 
must be their environment and the matter of survival n 
the tough neighborhood. But the younger children . e 
open and can still be taught.

“But you can't go into a tight situation like that and* i it 
be well-prepared, well-coordinated. We were ready."

He started planning about 11 months before the ti p. 
after writing Don Hammonds, secretary of 4he Departin' it 
of Special Mission Ministries. "Through him. we got in c- i- 
tact with associational missionary Ken Lyle and Da id 
Wallace.”

Wallace is director of outreach for the New York Met >- 
politan Association. He and Lyle corresponded with e
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sician, Jack G. Jordan of Floyada. flew to Panama to re­
lieve an equally busy Dan Gruver for a week.

Mrs. Velma Pigg of Springfield, Mo., worked in six Vaca­
tion Bible Schools in Panama and the Canal Zone. "Even 
though my savings were sadly depleted because of this 
trip, I feel every penny used was blessed a hundred-fold in 
the response we saw among tha-WoHiers and pupils in the 
school," she says. "Everywhere we went we were ihvited 
back for other schools; we hap many invitations for schools 
where we didn’t have the time and money to go."

Elizabeth Taylor, a five-tim^CSC worker from Harrison. 
Ark., spent her summer teachmg bad 
in three Navy housing projects and a tr 
wick, Maine. She and Mrs. Evelyn NeS 
teer from Dalton, Ga., taught "perhaps 
NeSmith says. "They would be sittin 
French Huguenots, blacks. Orientals, 
from broken homes ... they all craved

One Missouri couple, the Harvey 
crisscrossed the West, building ch 

a part of ourselves al each church we • 
Grayum, who was in the constructio 

church building when his home church 
him to help with a new building. The t w 
ture was finished in 1963. In July, the 
west for a three-week vacation with thi 
in Capistrano Beach. C9Iif.

“We grew so invol^eCLand felt so neei 
to stay in California." Mrs. Grayum re 
band found a job jjp a carpenter, and vi
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day School hour," Mrs. Grayum chuckles.

Grayum and a deacon. Ben Felts, were asked to build_a 
church at Diamond Valley, for a congregation which was 
meeting in a tin grain building in a plowed field. With an 
HMB loan, the men soon completed a small building. Then 
it was back to Capistrano, and a few months later, shutt­
ling back to Nevada, this time to help.the church at Battle 
Mountain.

"For a while we lived in the 'meelin' house' of the 
church," Mrs. Grayum laughs. “Our bedroom was the pri­
mary classroom. The kitchen was just an extension of the 
auditorium, and our bathroom did double duty on Sunday 
morning. We had to get in there quick before the children 
started coming for Sunday School."

They next moved to Lovelock, Nev., where Grayum and a 
Collinsville, Okla., group (working during their vacations) 
helped construct a new church building. On the road again, 
the Grayums helped build two more churches—one for a 
congregation in Fresno that had been meeting in an old 
barracks building, and one in West Yellowstone, Mont., 
near the entrance to the national park.

After a few months rest back in Missouri, the Grayums 
packed their bags once again and headed for Mesa. Ari­
zona, to help with a mission church building.

“We often say to the people that we're trying Io build a 
church, not a building." Mrs. Grayum points out. "We keep 
this thought uppermost in our minds."

"As one grows older, it's rewarding to find another type 
of service to our Lord. We've raised our family and now 

have even more time and energy to work for God."
The CSC volunteer often finds "another type of sei :e" 

in another type of culture.

Mrs. Leona R. Thomas of Smithfield, N.C., serv
Manati, Puerto Rico, for a month and a half last 
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into five pre-arranged groups and went to the churches 
where they would be holding VBS. The schools began on 
Monday morning and ran until Friday.

La Verne and Jim Hix both worked in a VBS in the base­
ment of a tenement building. And La Verne says. "At first 
the kids didn't really accept us."

"You can't just go in and teach, cause they just run 
around and don't pay attention," Jim explains.

"...the kids there .well, it's just real sad. It really is 
row after row of tenement houses. All the kids just pl «y 
this one game, where they flip Coke bottle tops into fo ir 
squares on the pavement. They play this game, and thu s 
all. Most of them haven't been away from the few bloc s 
they live in. A lot of them who lived in Brooklyn had nex r 
even been to Manhattan. I don't know how they're evir 
going to get out of there."

“When those children reach 13 or 14 years old,- th y 
really get tough." agrees choir director Dan Sampson. It 
must be their environment and the matter of survival n 
the tough neighborhood. But the younger children < e 
open and can still be taught.

"But you can't go into a tight situation like that arid r it 
be well-prepared, well-coordinated. We were ready."

He started planning about 11 months before the ti p. 
after writing Don Hammonds, secretary of’the Departmi nt 
of Special Mission Ministries. "Through him. we got in C- n- 
tact with associational missionary Ken Lyle and Da id 
Wallace."

Wallace is director of outreach for the New York Met: 1- 
politan Association. He and Lyle corresponded with e
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Harvey Grayuni shoves sand at construction site.
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choir all during the winter and spring, helping prepare 
them for the trip.

About three months before the trip, intensive training 
began for the VBS work. The choir divided into five groups, 
with one adult couple sponsoring each group. Each section 
designated a principal, pianist and song leader for its VBS.

Sampson went to New York in February to check the 
routes and arrangements. Then they airfreighted 1,100 
pounds of VBS materials and handwork to New York.

Meanwhile, the students were washing cars, selling 
cookbooks and saving money for the trip.

Of an overall cost of $22,000, the church paid approxi­
mately $3,200. The rest was raised—nickel by nickel—by 
the choir members. Everything was paid for—in advance— 
despite an unexpected raise in air fare a few days before 
take-off.

Watching the weeks of preparation, Sampson had no 
worries about how the kids would,react once in New 
York. “The feeling of our youth was this: ‘Why go so far to 

do a job and then be reluctant to do it?' So they got over 
their inhibitions quickly. They sang on subways, at Times 
Square, and on the street before giving a concert at the 
First Baptist Church in the Bronx.

"I don't know what long-range effect we had, just from 

that one week," Sampson adds. “But if churches ,nd 
young people could go up there week after week, sui ner 
after summer, just bam-bam-bam... I think it would Hy 
make some difference. Listen, those kids could be sw; d."

The number of choir and youth groups involved i> aat 
kind of ministry has swelled considerably.

joel Land, assistant secretary of the Department o ,pe- 
cial Mission Ministries, estimates the HMB has i ceil 
three times as many choirs for this summer as last sui ier. 
“We try to match up the choirs who want Io go sonv are 
and the areas that want groups Io come. The t rch 
groups pay /ill their own expenses, and make thei. wn 
arrangements, but we help in matching them up v h ,i 
missionary and making the initial contacts.

"We probably placed about 150 groups for this sue ier. 
But that's certainly not all the choirs who go out. I tall. I to 
the Church Music Department, and they estimated hat 
perhaps 1,000 choirs went out last summgr. Many ■ the 
groups know a missionary and make their own arr. ce­
ments.

"We have already had inquiries about the summ< if 
'73." Land says.

He has seen an increase in the number of groups wl. do 
more than just sing, such as the Pasadena choir who Iso 
conducted Vacation Bible Schools.

"Now we see construction teams who renovate dd 
buildings and help landscape. We have groups di ng 
hcAise-to-house surveys: some people this summer wili be 
going to Indian reservations and migrant camps; man) go 
Io beaches or national historical sites, such as Independ­
ence Hall.

■*A group of 10 Acteens and their director from Blue 
,Ridge. Ga., are going as a work team to New England. The 
list just goes on and on," Land says.

Another development has been missionaries who've 
xx helped individual kids find secular jobs in a mission 
area, he continues. "The kids pay their own way to the 
area, then work with the missionary in their free time.”

Ken Prickett, language missionary in Santa Fe, oft in 
opened his mailbox last spring to find letters from students 
who wanted to work in New Mexico for the summer. While 
no money was allotted for summer missionaries, Prick dt 
and other Christians found secular jobs for those who were 
willing to pay their own way to the area.

A waitress by day, a Bible teacher at night. Carhop dur­
ing the week, in charge of a coffeehouse on the weeke’d. 
The workers met for Bible study and sharing, then fanr id 
out over New Mexico to help Prickett with VBS, wors ip 
services, coffeehouses, revivals, day care centers ;• id 
camps.

“This sort of thing is great," Land notes, “because ie 
kids can pay their own way, yet in their free time, they re 
working closely with a missionary in an organized, eff c- 
tive way. .

"See, we have twice as many qualified summer n s- 
sionary applicants as we have money. The funds run -ut 
pretty quick, so we hav^ to develop alternate ways, or 
the Christians who want to contribute their own time id 
talents and resources, we've got to have some organi ed 
opportunities for them to serve." H

Miss Selcraig is a freelance writer and graduate student til Universil 
Missouri. Columbia.
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p| wo college students knelt in the shadow of a 
| cross, oblivious to the sand-laced gusts which sliced 
1 through the unrelenting heat to whip their hair 
L wildly and lash the surf into swirling, foam-flecked 

e< .es around their knees.
varfed by the endless stretches of their shimmering, 

in descent cathedral, they prayed.
le incident was one of many that occurred during the 

E ier weekend youth beach migration. The cross, a life- 
s, replica fashioned from driftwood by Lamar Tech stu- 
d- is. stood atop a high sand dune, epitomizing the com- 
p nenl of 750 collegians from Baptist Student Unions 
|’: Us) on 62 Texas campuses.

rphe PSU blitz was one of the most spectacular evidences 
of Texas Baptists increased emphasis on leisure minis- 

11. s. but not the only one. From one end of the stale to the 
o’.ner, churches and associations are making plans to use 
Ie.sure lime constructively.

The Baptist General Convention of Texas, working in 
cooperation with the Home Mission Board, began its resort 
missions thrust in 1967.

"Our object was to create an awareness of the leisure 
revolution." says Clinton Watson. Mission Support Section 
Consultant. .

Higher incomes, increased holidays and shortened work 
weeks, greater mobility, mandatory retirements and other 
factors have deluged Texas with new mission opportunities.

In 1913. the state had eight major lakes of 5.000 acres 
or more. Now that figure has grown fo more than 180. not 
including proliferation of resorts aloqg the coast, in parks, 
recreation centers, second home developments, retirement 
facilities and camping and fishing areas.

in 1970, 20 selected lakes had 46.790.400 visitors, plus 
13.IJ00.000 in the state parks. State park visitors have in­
creased 5,000,000 in the past five years.

Only 9.7 percent of Texas households had annual in­
comes over $10,000 in 1960. That increased to 23.3 percent 
in 1968 and will hit 60 percent by 1980.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department predicts de­
mands for^jutdoor recreation will double in the next 20 
y irs. Already Texans own more boats per capita than 
r- idenls of any othfer state. |

■light now. Texas is in the midst of a program, passed by 
I' legislature in 1967, Io acquire, develop and manage 
8- new stale parks, and Texans have not been plow to join 
I second home craze sweeping the country. "Owning a 
s ond home," says a Texas resort developer, "is status 
s nbol comparable to ownership of a second car a genera- 
I > ago."

Jready, al least 10 percent of all Texans own second 
1 ues. and Texas Business Review believes that just about 
1 ry family in the stale may own Iwo homes by 2000.

dd the tourists and the retirees to the regular residents 
you have a staggering number of opportunities for re-

' ministries, says Watson.
' exas is in the beginning stages of effective resort mis- 

'• is," he says. "So far, in light of all the opportunities, 
' e only crawling. But. if we can get churches and asso- 
1 ions across the slate involved, maybe we can begin to 
' r

] ihe Easter student push is any indication, the state may 
■* running instead of walking. After weeks of intensive 

training On how to tell others about Jesus, the students 
spread out over four beaches on North and South Padre 
Island in the Gulf of Mexico.

No one preached. The students simply melted into 
130.000 others crowding the beaches and did what they 
had come Io do—speak Io others, naturally and without 
pressure, about Christ.

On South Padre Island, the scene of a surfing contest. 
Ihe Lower Rio Grande Baptist Association operated a 
mobile medical clinic staffed by two Baptist doctors, 
nurses and interns. They treated everything from sun­
stroke. bruises and drug overdoses Io spiritual anemia.

At the dose of four simultaneous Easter sunrise services, 
attended by 800-1.000 persons, the students and their 
leaders inventoried results. In numbers more than 15.000 
individual contacts and more than 225 professions of faith 
had been made. The intangibles, written on the lives of the 
BSU students and those they contacted, took on a different 
dimension.

Jeff Glass of the University of Texas al Arlington spoke 
excitedly of his first convert—ever—a 27-year-old girl who 
worked as a chemist in a Galveston shipyard.

"I had decided! would continue Io witness by faith—sow 
the seed—even if I never saw a conversion personally," 
|eff said. "Some Christians get discouraged and forget that 
their job is Io tell others about Christ even if it doesn't re­
sult in an immediate decision."

Others who did not see results contributed their share 
too. ’ '

T\yo boys showed up at an area where Ihe Southern 
Methodist University BSU from Dallas had pitched ttfnts.

"We heard some people on the/ beach talking about 
Jesus, they said, "We want to know how to become a 
Christian."

Those two boys, part of a group from a home for chil­
dren. and 11 of their buddies, ages 12-15, accepted Christ 
after a session with the SMU group.

Student leaders fell Ihe beach encounters produced the 
confidence and ability in their young charges to return Io 
their campuses and continue talking about Christ.

On Ihe return trip to Beaumont, the Lamar Tech group's 
bus broke down in Edna. Tex. The students visitbd a local 
shopping center and came away with 30 more professions • 
of faith.

Before going to Padre Island, students in BSD’s through­
out Texas underwent training in personal evangelism 
through WIN [Witness Involvement Now) or §ET [Student 
Evangelism Training) clinics.

In addition Io one-shol efforts like Ihe Padre emphasis., 
Texas and the HMB combine to involve student summer 
missionaries and Texas volunteers in many projects, as 

well M‘to provide training, resources and encouragement 
for diversified resort ministries.

Part of Watson's work involves helping change precon­
ceived altitudes about resort ministries.

"Some people write these off as places where people 
try Io gel away from God." he says. "That's a stereotype. 
They may run away from the pressures of city living but 
not necessarily from the Lord. -

"It usually goes through a cycle." he says. "People out 
of metropolitan areas, such as Dallas and Houston, buy a 
lot, clear it, build a second house and plant a garden while 
commuting back and forth. The cycle completes itself after
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all the hustle and bustle of getting established has sub­
sided. That's when they realize they need a place to 
worship."

Often. Watson explains, factors other than lack of aware­
ness hamper resort missions.

"Putting city dwellers and rural people in the same en­
vironment,''be-says, “is like mixing oil and water.

“Many Lrfcal, rural church people resent new residents. 
They're glad to have them visit and leave their money, but 
they don't want them taking over jobs as deacons, Sunday 
School teachers and pianists."

Watson notes that the resentment works two ways. 
“The new pepple are used to moving faster, having better 
programs and not wasting time on what they consider non- 
essentials."

In one rural church, a winter visitor interrupted a 
lengthy debate about a hew church sign: “I'll pay for the 
sign." he injected impatiently, "if you'll gel on with the 
Bible teaching."

Usually. Watson says, diplomacy and patient under­
standing get results. "I know of some East Texas pastors 
who up to five years ago opposed holding services on a 
lake. Now, they’ve reappraised the situation realistically 
and have become heavily involved in resort ministries."

Several pilot projeclst which foretell future possibilities 
throughout the state, dot Texas resort areas.

Since August, 1968, the Texas Baptist t^ssion Support
§ection and Galveston Association have jointly em­

ployed Earl Batey as a resort pastor.
Batey uses First Baptist Church, Port Bolivar, as a base of 

operations for several approaches.
A bus regularly transports people to Pori Bolivar from 

developments where people have second homes. A port- ' 
able chapel, a youth festival, volunteer summer ministries 
by couples and a coffeehouse, "His Power and Light," 
are among methods of outreach.

Batey works in the coffeehouse, “operated by Rusty 
Draper, a former Galveston disc jockey, and assists church 
groups desiring to minister in the area.

Last year, for example, Bethany Baptist Church in Dallas % 
sent 60 young people to Galveston for eight days of mission 
activity, including mission Bible schools, concerts and 
personal evangelism.

Although rural and limited in resources, Sabine Valley
Association faces a tremendous challenge on Toledo 

Bend and Sam Rayburn Lakes. Two other associations. 
Unity and Shelby-Doches, share a part of the responsibility.

Construction of gigantic Toledo Bend Lake on the Texas- 
Louisiana border has changed the face of the area drasti­
cally.

The Mission Support Section and HMB are establishing 
a fulltime resort coordinator to work with churches and re­
sort developments in initiating ministries for the millions 
who visit the. lakes each year.

For the past two years, a couple has worked with J.P. 
Owens, associational missionary. L?st year, the Mission 
Support Section bought a mobile home for the association 
and set it up as a base pf operations at Jackson Hills 
Marina.

Many persons are building retirement homes along 
Toledo Bend's 1,100-mile shoreline and thousands of 
others flock there on weekends and holidays. A recent sur­

vey showed 8,000 homes in new developments, an impns 
sible number to reach without more manpower.

Church response, such as that from First Baptist Church 
of nearby Hemphill, has made significant impact.

The church, served by Pastor Jim Turner, had 175 in 
Sunday School and 200 in worship services. It now sponsors 
seven services every weekend, one in a rest home, one in a 
jail and five in resort areas. They reach more people out­
side regular worship services than during the services.

One of the deacons, Lewis Sims, came from Houston to 
buy a retirement home. "We have about eight or ten d- a- 
cons who will preach at the drop of a hat," Sims says, "a id 
if you don't throw it down hard they'll start preaching ' e- 
fore it hits the ground."

Students. many attracted by the music, sing to
guitar accompaniment ut.onc of the four sunrise services.

New developments surround Cedar Creek Lake, a ma or 
resort area about 70 miles from Dallas. A 1970 sur ey 
revealed a large percentage of family people, rather t! in 

retired couples.
Forty-nine percent of the families surveyed were B p- 

tists, and half of the families (442) are pel^anent r< «i* 
dents. The rest visit regularly.

Despite the acute problems of shifting from an exclusi e- 
ly rural ministry to offfe which reaches resort people. C 11- 
vary Baptist Church kept its cool.

With a lot of new ideas, the church began to attract p 0- 
ple from the lake. Calvary bought a bus, completely e- 
modeled its facilities, built a nine-hole golf course to 
attract youngsters and increased its attendance five ft d.

More than 80 percent of the increase came from families 
mound the lake.

Residents have considered construction of an outdoor 
theater which would utilize talent of groups from the 
D.illas-Ft. Worth area, which holds more than 10 percent of 
th. 1.9 million Texas Baptists.

>, <ore people visit Lake Brownwood on a.busy weekend 
1 . Xthan the entire Brown County population. Faced by 
I. tremendous influx, James Gibson established an ex- 
| imental ministry, the Church by the Lake, in 1968.

iilbert, pastor of First Baptist Church in nearby Bangs, 
1 started having Bible study and services. The job cap­

ped his imagination, and he quit his pastorate to con- 
1 trate on a ministry to resort people.

he Baptist General Convention of Texas loaned him 
.000 and he built a parsonage and a meeting place. He

1 five or six services on Sunday morning in different lo­
ons and testimony meetings on Sunday night.
IMB summer missionaries have assisted Gibson since 

In 1971, two summer missionaries lived in the church 
■ । helped start a coffeehouse, the Fish Net.

r 'wo Home Board summer missionaries helped spear­
head mission work on Lake Buchanan in 1967 which

' ilted in a continuing ministry.
oday. the resulting Chapel of the Hills has 150 mem- 

I' • . a parsonage and other permanent buildings and a 
h -lime pastor, R.V. Rhoads.

Private developments, many with guards on the ^ate and 
little or no provision for a place of worship, are the hardest 
resort areas to reach.

Some have interdenominational chapels or early services 
in their own facilities. Some have agreed to provide land 
when Baptists can build a "suitable" building and support 
a church.

Texas has not yet moved into many private develop­
ments. Watson says, although several new churches have 
grown out of some. \

"A large percentage of Texans now realize that the lei­
sure revolution is a way of life in Texas." Watson says.

"More and more pastors and members of Texas Baptist ‘ 
churches realize we have an obligation to minister in re­
sorts. From the Biblical point of view, if we trace the foot­
steps of Jesus, we see that most of his teaching was out­
side.

"In a report on the effect of leisure on Christian mis­
sions." Watson continues. "H. Clayton Waddell concluded 
with this frightening and challenging note:
"’We must pause and reflect upon history'ft warning that 

no culture has ever survived its leisure revolution. Amer­
ica's leisure revolution cannot be stopped. It must be "di­
rected.' " 0

O'Brien is a press representative for the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, and associate chief of the Dallas Bureau of Baptist Press
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CAROLINA BAPTISTS 
AND THE

% *
Some churches condemn ihe ."desertion" of the church-house; some hove accepted the fact that "churches 
without walls" ore here to slay and are seizing the opportunity to make leisure ‘work’ • by Toby Druin

Q
ne morning this spring a Raleigh, N.C., Radio 
| announcer intoned brightly: “The weatherman 
' says it’s going to be a great weekend—bright 
sunshine, ideal for anything outdoors. Where are 
you going?”

“Going?"
"Going!"
Some people will argue that the national pastime is base­

ball; others maintain it's football; still others are devotees x 
of something else. But if anything has caught the fancy of 
the modern American i( seems to be the sport of "going." 
In 1971, for instance, tourists and travelers spent an all- 
time record $44 billion in Ihe United States. The traveling 
public sought out every nook and cranny in the country; 
the same wanderlust will affect more this year.

The key to it all, of course, is increased leisure time for 
working Americans and availability of money—or credit— 
with which to take advantage of the time to go, see, do.

Some 600 major firms—and the total is increasing daily- 
permit their employees to work a four-day week, freeing 
them for relatively expensive travel, even on "weekends." 
Virtually every employee in Ihe nation received some form 
of paid vacation. In North Carolina, three of every four 
workers get at least two weeks off with pay. 20 percent 
get three vfleeks or more and the trend is for more and 
more. By 1985, many authorities feel, the 30-hour week 
will be commonplace. Outdoor recreation activities will 
triple by 2000.

Any traveler who has ventured onto a highway recently 
can attest to the growth of leisure living—Ihe roads are 
glutted with automobiles, pickup trucks and assorted other 
vehicles outfitted with camping accommodations or pull­
ing trailers or boats.

Last year, for example, the 10,000 private and more than 
500 public campgrounds in the U.S. were full most week­
ends—always on holidays. The four million recreational 
vehicles in the slates were used by 33-million Americans.

For many pastors and churches these figures are fright­
ening. They see attendance and offerings dwindling as 
more and more of their members join the exodus. Some 

condemn the "desertion" of the church-house; others are 
responding to the challenge Io take the church where Ihe 
people are, perhaps not approving of “churches without 
walls" but accepting the situation and seizing it as an 
opportunity to minister.

Countless churches and the state conventions of Noi h 
and South Carolina have begun ministries in hundreds of 
recreational areas in the two states, from western mou i- 
tains to eastern coast.

One of the best examples is First Baptist. Mooresvil e. 
near sprawling Lake Norman in south central North Car o­
lina. The lake has become a year-round mecca for lh< i- 
sands of campers, fishermen and water sports enthusias s.

The Mooresville church is the key in Area Resort M ;- 
sions (ARM), an organization pooling resources of l :e 
church and Mecklenburg and Sputh Fork Baptist assoc i- 
tions. Formed six years ago, ARM focusesWs ministr is 
on three areas of the lake.

The program begap simply because people were th* e 
and Mooresville pastor Robert D. Shepherd, his chui h 
and the associations were willing Io attempt Io minister to 
them. Work started at a relatively small campground call r-

Hobert Shepherd, pastor of First Church. Mooresville. 
N.C.. preaches to campers in a nearby lake resort area.
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SYNDROME /CONTINUED
ing to family groups, finally spread to a large campsite, 
used year-round by some 500 campers weekly.

At first students staffed the summertime ministry, or­
ganizing Saturday recreation programs for youngsters and 
leading worship services on Sunday.

The ministry grew to such an extent, however—an aver­
age of more than 400 altendefUtre^hree campground serv­
ices each Sunday—that th/ee years ago the Mooresville 
church called Ton Bodkin as "minister of missions and 
education.”

The missions part of theXiitle covered Bodkin's efforts at 
the lake. He and Shepherd share duties there. In addition 
to their work at the church, they often are "live-in" chap­
lains at the campgrounds. Both have trailers they park on 
spaces made available by campground owners.

The campground ministry, which is supported by offer­
ings taken at worship services, has had phenomenal suc­
cess from a numbers standpoint. Shepherd has preached 
to as many as 450, and special programs have drawn up 
to 800.

One site has its own “bus ministry." An old school bus 
was purchased, the top removed and replaced by one with 
fringe, and it makes two trips each Sunday, winding along 
the campground roadway picking up campers on their way 
to worship at the pavillion.

Format of the services is simple and is repeated in virtu­
ally every campground or beach service-across the Caroli­
nas. The atmosphere is informal. Attire usually is shorts. 
swimming suits or ;»nything else worn by campers. Many 
bring lawn chairs. Kids usually sprawl in the sand or grass. 
Taped accompaniment to hymns is used, although occa­
sionally small,5mord organs are available.

The 400 that Shepherd and Bodkin preach to every Sun­
day is roughly twice the number Shepherd preaches to at 
his church in Mooresville later in the morning. That was a 
problem for some of his members at first. Shepherd said.

"At the beginning of the campground ministry there was 
some reservation," he explained. "Some had the concept 
of ‘You're making it easy for folks to stay out of church.' 
But most of those attitudes have given way to whole­
hearted support."

"We are concentrating on ministering to people who 
cannot conveniently go to church. The thrill is that we have 
reached so many people who just won't go otherwise. We 
have people coming to the campground services regularly 
who are non-attenders at home. We are reaching people 
who are sort of ‘out of kilter' with the church or who feel 
the church is ‘out of kilter' with them. The informal, down- 
to-earth, free-spirited worship in the campground setting 
is appealing."

The Lake Norman story, with some variations, will be 
duplicated this summer across, both Carolinas. Many 
North Carolina churches will conduct Sunday services in 

the Smoky Mountains. The North Carolina Baptist State 
Convention and Home Mission Board are sponsoring two 
student summer missionaries in the Cherokee Indian 
areas; three more student missionaries will work at inland 
lakes; a sixth student will work the beach.

Elsewhere local churches, associations, -and, in some 
cases, interdenominational groups will attempt various 
ministries to vacationers.

One unusual resort ministry is the Circus Tent Ice Cream 
Parlor at Kitty Hawk, N.C. An interdenominational ven­

ture, the Circus Tent dispenses ice cream and the g< pe] 
in a palatable blend almost in the shadow of the W ;h| 
Brothers memorial.

Open every evening in the summer, the tent featun all 
types of ice cream and a folk singing group of Chri ian 
young people, who sing and share the gospel in sti- 
monies from the tent stage, and afterward while min ing 
with the crowd. The group leads a worship service al nd- 
night each Saturday. Some 50,000 tourists sampli the 
tent's ice cream each summer, but many go way for lot 
more than ice cream.

The circus tent specially appeals Io the younger si A 
new facet of the ministry soon will aim al an older a di- 
ence, the over-50 crowd that makes up 30-40 percent tr ihe 
area's visitors in the late summer months. The new at: ac­
tion will be a showboat, patterned after the Mississ >pi 
River paddlewheelers and offering sightseeing cri. es' 
with entertainment and more gospel sharing.

A similar interdenominational effort is carried on al 
Atlantic Beach near Morehead City, N.C. For several y< -rs 
First Baptist of Morehead City and First Baptist Chun : of 
Beaufort have cooperated with other area churches in 
sponsoring worship services on the beach, in campground 
areas and motels and Koinonia Coffeehouse in the ami; e- 
ment center of the beach.

South Carolina churches, associations and Ihe state con­
vention cooperate in similar ventures. The Palmetto 
State has a burgeoning number of campgrounds, inland 

lake communities and, of course, its famous beaches. 
Other developments—exclusive (and expensive) resort 
communities—also are rapidly being started.

The last tvyo summers the South Carolina convention 
has cooperated with the HMB in providing a couple to 
work on the beach in Hunting Island Slate Park. The 
couple, Andy and Malinda Rawls-, carried on a daily pro-' 
gram that reached some 14,000 campers. One of Rawls' 
summer's-end reports underscored the need for the minis­
try:

"While a pajT ministry may not seem as vital as some 
other types, it does meet Ihe people in an environment 
where they are receptive Io the Christian Good News. Ami 
in the summertimerthe people ore in Ihe parks."

Roy Smith, director of Ihe North Carolina convent in 's
Town and Country Missions Department, oversees i ie 

convention's resorl ministries; his theology of resort Hus­
sions, simply staled, emphasizes: (1) this world as crea '(I 
by God is good; (2) man is more than what he does with ■ is 
hands; (3) all time is sacred; (4) work and relaxation re 
essential parts of the creative life; and (5) the highest i se 
of leisure is expressed in scriplure—“Be still and know I1 it 
I am God."

And with the theology he has developed a philosophy »f 
resort ministry that includes an open-ended approach <> 
ministry—no traditions to follow, no set patterns or saci d 
structures: a willingness Io experiment with new and ini -i- 
vative methods; an honest recognition^ what constilu- is 
success; an attempt to magnify |esus Christ and ! is 
church; and a desire Io minister in these areas because ! ie 
people are there. E3

TiiJiv Bruin is Associate editor (if Hililh nl Him order. North Garo lain ll.ip st 
shilii paper. Raleigh.

MOVE OVER 
MOSQUITOES, C-O-M 

ARE HERE!

Campground dynamics—the casual atmosphere of freedom and friendliness-’have combined Io lift 
the HMB's C-O-M program to immediate success—it's a year old and growing fast • by Joel Land

C
ampers on Mission is now one year old. Since its 
launching. Campers on Mission-aries have wit­
nessed for Christ in a variety of ways across our 
country and around the world. Already 4,500 
families are committed to being missionaries while camp­

ing; 49 states and five foreign countries are represented.
And even though Campers on Mission is Baptist originat­

ed. other denominations are indicating a desire to partici- 
p ile—and. from the start, the program has attracted mem- 
I rs from other denominations.

Perhaps 16,000 people have been added to the mission- 
•' V force through Campers on Mission.

Why start Campers on Mission anyway?
Campground dynamics favor witnessing. A family spirit, 
ich like the horn-blowing of early VW owners, prevails, 
rangers belong to each other; suffering together the 

! links, mosquitoes and screaming frogs creates oneness. 
< mpsites are often close. But these are seldom negative 
- leriences for campers. They're all part of the outdoor 

stique that makes friends of strangers, and starts con- 
sations humming from one end of camp to the other, 

•'here are other reasons for the success of Campers on 
ssion. Because campers have time to think and feel, the 
ic questions of life and death are near the surface, like 
lies drowned by the frantic undertow of today's society, 
leisure, one asks, "Who am I? What's life all about 

• .'way?"
•pportunities develop to share one's experience with 

' rist and his answers to life's primary questions when 
< ferences in geographic, economic and vocational back- 
f 'unds are eliminated, as they are in a camp setting. Re- 
1 d people, young families, hippie-type youth and chil- 
d n—rich and poor—mingle freely and delightfully.

One has time for other people, too. Even in out own 
homes, we often feel invaded if someone slops by/unan- 
nounced. Not so in campgrounds; the stranger under the 
next tree is welcome.

In every resorl area one finds a sense of exploration and 
discovery. People seek new experiences. They have come 
Io push back their horizons. They have’ chosen camping 
because their spirits need restoration and renovation. Be­
cause of this inherent dynamic, they will even explore 
Christianity.

What, then, have Campers on Mission been doing this 
year to witness in the context of nature's cathedrals? 
"About dusk," says camper James T. Cravens of Martins­

ville, Va., "my wife and I built a fire in our campsite beside 
Ihe road. We were available for hellos and conversation to 
those taking walks. One couple, about 30 years of age, 
joined us. It became evident soon that they were unable to 
talk to each other. We were able to help them cut through 
their difficulties and they left 'together.' The next day they 
were grateful to us for the campfire experience."

"Don't underestimate your own worth Io others in need." 
he concludes.

Camper Beth Richardson of Huntington, Vt., indicates 
people are excited about the C-O-M symbol, a fish on a 
directional star inside a circle. Seeing this symbol on a 
camper going down the highway, "We carried on a con­
versation between open car windows at 65 miles per hour!"

While camping in Atlantic City, N.J., Norman' Kello of
Continued

Overleaf: Hundreds of campers on mission come to 
Land of the Lakes Resort area, in Kentucky, for the 
first C-O-M rally. The mid-May meeting lasted three days.
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CAMPERS CONTINUE!)
Burlington, N.C., says a 19-member church youth group 
gathered 75 other people around their campfire for sing­
ing, witnessing and sharing. Two people committed their 
lives to Christ.

Several campers have reported helping young people 
give up drug habits.

The Campers-on-Mission^efiiBtem has generated a num­
ber of spontaneous witnessing experiences. The circle 
symbolizes the eternal existence of God. The four-point 
star, denoting God's creation, points north, east, south and 
west. The fish is an earli^Christian symbol.

Reports from Campers on"Mission indicate the symbol 
stimulates conversation. Mrs. Marvin C. Pelfrey of Anchor­
age. Alaska, placed the stickers on her luggage to speed 
up identification, but found herself answering questions 
because of them.

"In the lobby of Chicago’s O'Hare Airport." Mrs. Pel­
frey reports, "a young distressed mother approached me 
and said, ‘In days gone by the symbol of the fish was left by 
Christians in the sand. Is this whal your bright orange and 
blue symbol mgans?'

"I quickly replied, 'Yes, it is.'
"Our conversation continued and in those brief moments 

between flights 1 had the opportunity to share with her 
whal Jesus Christ had done for me.

"There in the corner of the lobby with hundreds of peo­
ple milling by, we bowed our heads arid she asked Christ 
to come into her heart. As her boarding flight was called^* 
tears streamingxlovfn her face, she said. ‘Thank you for 
being here today. My life has changed and I will return to 
my home Io sUM't over anew!'"

All Campers on Mission work I his year has nol been I he 
spontaneous type, however. Many public services, 
Bible studies and ministries have been planned and con­

ducted by members across the nation. More than 29 states 
have had organized services and ministries. «.

Mt. and Mrs. Merle H. Thomas of Battle Creek. Mich., 
tell of camping in Indiana: "My husband 1 were in charge 
of music from May through October. He led singing and I 
played the organ at the campground. We had several youth 
choirs and other groups come in losing special music.

“We saw many people who were nominal churchgoers 
attend every service at the campground. Many tell us now

. how much closer they are to the Lord and are going back Io 
their churches excited about Jesus.”

A number of congregations have started taking their 
summer Sunday evening service to the campground. The 
people become missionaries and their regular summer 
attendance is greatly enlarged.

Recently retired pastor William A. Richardson of Chesa­
peake. Va., wrote. "Since, retiring, my wife and I have 
traveled over 50,000 miles. I have njissed very few Sundays 
preaching in campgrounds in many slates. 1 have had as 
few as 25 and as many as 353 persons attending. I'm glad 
I can now say I am a pari of the Home Mission Board's 
Campers on Mission."

Where services are already planned, many Christian 
campers help advertise. Mrs. Woodrow Kirk of J.enoir City. 
Tenn., relates, “We were camping at Cades Cove in the 
Smokey Mountains National. Park. Only a few of the hun­
dreds of campers were attending the services in the little 
restored mountain church. I had enough cards printed for 
each campsite. My two grandchildren and I pul a card on
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each camper's table on Saturday evening. Next mo: ng 
the little church was almost filled!"

Bible clubs, Vacation Bible Schools, and day camp ;h- 
niques have been popular for working with children d mg 
the week. After a period of Bible clubs. Mrs. Roy Furcl. , ()f 
Carlisle. Pa., was gratified to hear a non-church-. mg 
father say. “It sounds so good to hear my children si: mg 
about God."

She continues. “My husband anil son adopted this I her 
as a fishing guest. If you are five miles from shore : the 
Chesapeake Bay. you would have to listen Io your hosi ilk 
about the Lord, now wouldn't you!”

Mr. and Mrs. W.L. Garrison of St. Louis. Mo., set up eir 
camper in a state park for Iwo friends Io use in condu mg 
Bible story classes one week. They reported 134 pi ps- 
stons of faith.

A.R. Scott of West Paducah. Ky.. a Campers on Mi inn- 
member. teaches the Sunday School lesson for his c.. >p- 
ing club when they are out together. He points out thal .vo 
men in Ihp group who never attend church never miss hp 
lesson in the campground.

Although worship services and Bible teaching sess ms 
have been popular and successful, the easiest and m -st 
effective public gathering has proved Io be a nighl-Lmt* 
campfire sing-along.

What's new for the second summer of Campers on Mis­
sion? Camping caravans from churches and assoi »«i- 
lions will be rhe newest scene for the next year. These 

families and individuals will be spending one or two wv> ks 
helping Home Board missionaries in projects much like 
those now done by student summer missionaries and high 
school youth (choir) groups. These groups will be ap­
pointed through the Home Mission Board short-term 
Christian Service Corps.

Several pilot-type projects are being done this summer. 
Families or groups should write the Home Mission Board's 
Department of Special Mission Ministries for application 
forms for next year.

Persons will camp out, taking care of all personal ex­
penses Io, frbm and during the project. Projects will be 
helping start new churches and ministries around the 
country where need is greatest.

A recently completed filmstrip, “Campers on Missiu >." 
available al Baptist book stores) explains ways !<> 

witness for Christ in campgrounds and other resort an >s. 
Members of Campers on Mission also now receive se ii- 
annual mailouts containing latest ideas and annour. e- 
ments of national and regional rallies.

Our fellowship of camping missionaries has bfien o, n 
to Christians of all denominations from the beginn, g. 
Although most members are Southern Baptists. sev> il 
other denominations have indicated a desire Io help । 
mote and become a part of this ever-expanding mission ry 
team, and this emphasis should add hundreds more cm |>- 
ers to the C-O-M rolls.

For more information on Campers on Mission, wi ie 
CAMPERS ON MISSIONS, Home MTssions Board. 1 W 
Spring Street, N. E.. Atlanta, Ga. 30309.

What are you doing with your vacation?E3

I..mil is Hssucinlu si-cn-l.iiy, Dupiirlmunl of Spi-i.ial Mission Minisinrs, 11' I. 
Allunla. Ga.

REVIVAL IN
THE CHRISTIAN

ARTS

Expressing Christian themes in arts—drama, music, paintings, sculpture—is fin age-o/d practice: but 
its current Protestant renaissance signals a newfira in Christian communication • by Jacqueline Durham

ya mplifiers are hauled into the sanctuary, stage and 
/ spotlights set. paintings labeled for viewing by 

yr \ local citizenry, the symphony is scheduled: thus, 
* Baptists participate in the current trend of us­
ing various art forms in expressing their faith.

The practice of expressing religious themes through art 
is as old as man, but what has passed for "religious art" 
and "religious drama" and "religious writing" has often 
been maudlin and pedestrian, accepted merely because 
"i s religious." J

!'hat condition is changing—thank goodness!—as the 
i: rent heightened interest in using art forms to express 
a i affirm a vital faith signals new renaissance in the 
American church. The artistic revival promises to be a re- 
fl ikening to the value of beauty and aesthetic expression 
i Christian life. And it demands quality; a generation nur- 
t ed on a plethora of media-presentation will accept no 
I.- s.

■ Causes of today's Christian artistic outburst are both 
' ^subtle and obvious: increased concern for the full hu- 
i' lity of every individual; increased leisure for expres- 
r i through art forms and contemplation of the artistic 
' itions of others; increased exposure to all forms of art 
1 'ugh mass media; increased awareness of the dilemma 
1 nan as he confronts the pressures and dehumanizing 
< sets of a technological, urban society.

umankind, in the latter half of the twentieth century, 
I- seen the chaotic upheaval of many cherished beliefs; 
1 'efore, man has turned to art—a form whj#;h represents 
1 highest expression of his spirit—a medium whose uni- 
v sal function has been to impose order on seeming chaos.

imultaneously. a shift has occurred in attitudes toward 

art forms. Folk musicals, concerts by choirs and synrohony 
orchestras, dramatic productions in church sanctuaries 
and fellowship halls are common, as well as increased 
awareness of the artistic merit of illustrations, photog­
raphy and writing in church publications.

Churches whose only concessions Io beauty were deep­
pile carpets and cushioned pews now order sculpture made 
in Italy, hold art exhibits and foster excellence in church 
dramatic productions instead of "little skits" whose dra­
matic impact was inanity and whose language was piosity.

In Baptist-oriented events alone, the evidence of artistic 
appreciation and expression are numerous. Variety of art 
forms being used by divergent types of churches, people 
and siluations is almost limitless.

The visual arts "can serve as a medium of contact be­
tween the Christian and non-Christian," insists Bob 
Harper, whose paintings have been exhibited by mission­

aries in Vietnam, Hong Kong. Israel. Brazil, Austria, Africa, 
Japan and the U.S.

Harper, art editor of the Foreign Mission Board maga­
zine, The Commission, thinks that "the visual arts—paint­
ing, sculpture, photography—have been overlooked for 
years as an instrument for Christian witnessing."

The style for his stark black and white mood-faces was 
developed for just this purpose.

"I have been dealing in color all my life," Harper ex­
plains, "but this particular effort was developed with the 
idea of the missionary and Christian witnessing in mind." 
He wanted to produce something "that anybody in the 
world could identify with regardless of academic or cul­
tural background."

On college campuses and in churches. Harper combines
Conlinuccl on po«r .34
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THE 
STAINED 

GLASS 
JOB

has10-member

bridged many gaps. both language and 
cultural. and brought an exciting reli­
gious message to thousands of people.

After losing family and 
worldly goods. Job's 
faith is tested, and 
he pleads with God.

Their faces painted like stained 
glass windows, their movement 
'ritualized, they danced through the 

drprtia of Job.
The unusual dress and makeup are 

the idea of Orlin and Irene Corny, a 
husband-wife team who in -1957 con­
ceived the oroduction of the book of 
fob. which’tells the story of a man 
whose faith was tested by God.

Corey, who taught drama at George­
town. a small Baptist college in Ken­
tucky. spent much time in research and 
development of the classic Greek-type 
drama.

Since its first performance. Job has 
been given more than 1.000 times and 

100.000 miles on three continents.
The innovative Corey has also pro­

duced a play from the httok of Romans 
and is working on Pilgbim's Progress.

The ritual dramas developed by the 
Coreys—Irene created the mosaic effect 

performed on large concert stages or 
in small church auditoriums, thus 
bringing them into the realm of possi­
bility for the greatest number of people.

In presenting his play about a man 
who lost all his earthly riches and was 
subjected to numerous indignities as a

With mosaic faces, 
members of the Greek Chorus 

tell of Job's plight, and 
his inner struggle.



ARTS CONTINUED
his art exhibits with talks on creative Christian witness, 
"rm not saying that we should disrupt our churches just to 
prove something, but where there is a response," he be­
lieves the validity of the witness should be recognized.

A prison inmate wrote to Harper: "In art, there is more 
solid rehabilitation than in most of the other programs 
being tried at present . . . a-mron busy creating beauty 
doesn't have time nor inclination to destroy!"

Metropolitan opera sin/er Jerome Hines saw Harper's 
black and white style and invited him to exhibit at the 
annual Christian Arts Festival.

Christian Arts Inc., of whmh-Hines is founder and presi­
dent, sponsors the festival in a major city each year during 
Holy Week.

“We put Christianity back into the arts and the arts back 
into Christianity, is the motto of the organization.

Hines and Derek de Cambra, artistic director of the or­
ganization. plan the festival around an art exhibit, films 
and a youth-oriented festival night which combines folk 
and popular music with Christian testimonies by well- 
known personalities.

The festival is’climaxed by the presentation of I Am The 
Way, an opera for which Hines, a Metropolitan Opera 
basso, wrote the music and libretto and in which he por­
trays Christ. Hines has worked at perfecting the opera in 
the years since it was first presented; it also has been per­
formed at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. He is 
already at work on twp additional operas which will form a 
trilogy of the entire ministry of Jesus.

Because of new contacts made during the festival. Bob
Harper gainScl new impetus for one of his projects—an 

American art show to be exhibited by missionaries around 
the world. “The more you get involved in the use of art in 
the church, the more possibilities you see." says Harper. 
He adds, however, that any time art is used as a Christian 
witness, it should be "as strong as possible—the begt." 
Commenting on an exhibition of Harper's work at the 
Dugith Gallery in Tel Aviv, Missionary W. Chandler Lanier 
echoed: "The Israeli public is very critical and a weak 
showing would have reflected on the witness Baptists are 
attempting to make in Israel...."

Art exhibits are becoming more common among state­
side churches. Frequently, a church limits exhibition to 
works by its own members, thereby uncovering talent and 
expression in its midst. Trinity Baptist, San Antonio. Tex., 
combined the arts in a week-long festival.

The exhibit of painting, sculpture, and pottery spot­
lighted church members and local artists. Other features 
of the week were performances by the San Antonio Sym­
phony and dramatic presentations by the Covenant Play­
ers. a California drama group which emphasizes Christian 
motifs.

An Atlanta area church had a foyer-exhibit of award­
winning photographs depicting human need by Don Rut­
ledge. the Home Mission Boqud's internationally-known 
photographer.

Indubitably, the use of paintings, sculpture and opera 
music is a limited way to present a Chris,tian witness;

these forms simply do not speak to all people. Admitted 
Hines, "Despite its moving power, the oratorio fails to 
bring the dynamic living drama of Jesus to the public in the 
manner that a music drama is capable of doing."

Folk musicals probably have reached a larger nu ber 
of people than any other art form, especially -. ung 

people. Using a piano, guitar or full range of rock mu- in. 
struments, these productions have a sound and a bea hat 
is uniquely contemporary and words that attempt tn on- 
vey relevant application of the basic Christian mes lge. 
And they involve hundreds of young people, not on in 
large city churches with vast budgets and equipment but 
in small churches as well.

"Mass media has a great deal to do with the accepi ace 
of new forms," says Ray Conner, secretary, of the Ch ch 
Recreation Department of the Sunday School Board

As interim minister of music, Conner had a first! nd 
experience in a small town church in Tennessee. The < >ir 
did a dramatic choral work containing innovative ins u- 
mentation, heavy on percussion and trap drums. Cor ier 
wondered if the church members would accept it. "We ;ot ' 
a really fine response from the old and young alike.' he 
recalls, "and it was not really thought of as being way o. t."

Drama and other art forms are "becoming a much gre it­
er force, being used not only in traditional worship exp-ri- 
ences but also in innovative expression." he observes.

The youth choir of a Baptist church in a small Georgia 
town sang Natural High in fourteen engagements, 
across the state last year. They also performed musicals at 

the local high school, shopping center, depot, the fair. ..nd 
presented an open-air. fully-amplified performance on ihe 
church lawn one Sunday evening.

During their tours, the choir performed in churches 
much smaller thiln theirs. In one church, the pastor's wife 
reports, the people "knew only Stamps Baxter and fa-so-la 
singing. They watched in awe as the ki3s brought in 
guitars and trap drums and amplifiers. But they enjoyed jt 
as much as anybody we performed for," she added, "and • 
look up a collection to pay for gasoline for all the cars of 
those who had come."

A by-produftt of the folk musical has been youth in- 
xx volvement in missions. Through mission lours io 
specific places for a-week or two, young people express 
their faith through the music—a natural medium of expri i- 
sion (see story, page 12).

Capitalizing on the popularity of folk musicals, the Hoi e 
Mission Board commissioned staff member Ed Seabou n 
and musician Bill Cates to write a musical "to tell the hoi e 
missions story."

The result is joy, an hour-long multi-media musical > 
be premiered at Glorieta and Ridgecrest Baptist Assei - 
blies during Home Mission Weeks this summer.

By that time, a stereo album, words and music will * ■ 
available. The first folk musical with plot and characl r 
development. Joy "emphasizes new kinds of ministry ai I 
witness, and Ihe conflict which comes when a young m. i 
realizes that a person should do more than talk and si 4 
about Christianity." says Seabough, a prjme mover in lie 
imaginative, musically oriented "Mission 70"production

This is Cales and Seabough's second collaboration. Tl ■ 
first, Encounter, has the theme "that through an encount 
with a caring person, one has a divine encounter—what th 1 
Christian life is all about," explains Seabough. It. loo. .; 
available in record or sheet music form.

Ai tors perform "I Am the Way" play in Atlanta. Ga.

H^hese musicals, of course^ are denomination-produced 
1 and, thus, acceptable to most Baptists. But the entire 

pi- nomenon of Christianity in contemporary sight-and- 
s< . nd cannot be controlled.

istorically, this has been the case. For centuries, artists 
ir ill media have asked questions basically religious in 
r. -ire: What is Man? What is the meaning of existence?

uring the Renaissance, church patronage produced 
P naps the greatest works of art the world has ever 
I- wn. But the Protestant Reformation simplified wor- 
s' > and physical surroundings, and art forms and artistic 
e 'ession—in sculpture, painting, music—fell into dis- 
I t with churchmen.

Jie puritan emphasis on severity and Ihe anti-intellec- 
jh mood of frontier life added to the prevailing attitude 
' art forms were alien to religion.

ie arts in the New World, if not divorced, were at least 
s irated from the church—a state far removed from the 
•' itional use of art, drama, dance and music for religious 
>' iration and instruction.

evertheless, the Christian dynamic has continually sur- 
f' d in the works of artists, and has seldom been more 
P alent than today, especially in music, the most com­

mon, most universal and most understood media of the 
1970s.

Although the theology of Andrew Webber and Tim Rice's 
Jesus Christ, Superstar may not be acceptable to many 
churchmen, it, like a multitude of popular songs, is a symp­
tom of that interest, and evidence that religious questions 
are still alive in the marketplace.

Another musical drama that has achieved critical ac­
claim in New York, London, Los Angeles and San Francis­
co is Go'dspell.

Written as a master's thesis at the University of Iowa, 
Godspell is an adaption of the book of Matthew. It's more 
theologically sound to most church members; as one little, 
white-haired woman said during intermission:

“Many of these people would never go to a church; isn't 
it wonderful that these young people are putting this on so 
others can hear about Jesus?"

Evaluating literature as a Christian art form presents 
unique difficulties. Occasionally, there appears quality 
writing with distinctly Christian denouement; however 

much writing is more complex.
As William Mueller wrote in The Prophetic Voice in 

Modern Fiction, "There is the paradoxical situation in 
which much of qur ostensibly religious writing is hardly 
worth the time of a person seeking religious insights or 
aesthetic satisfaction, and in which the most profound 
religious writing is frequently to.be found in works which 
may initially appear to have little or nothing to do with 
man's relationship to God."

Mueller feels that "most great works of literature, Chris­
tian or non-Christian, do relate the spiritual, and some­
times geographical, odyssey of a man in search of what is 
to him of ultimate value."

He further asserts that "many of the most able writers 
of our century... do in fact have as their central concerns 
the same questions and problems expressed by the writers 
of the Bible."

Perhaps great literature must concern itself with the 
struggles of man in his milieu and leave the moral-stating 
and truth-extracting to the individual reader; it is enough 
for the literary artist to perceive and state the human con­
dition and rely on the insight and courage of others to draw 
out solutions.

If this is the case, then evidence can be found for in­
creased usage of this art form through contemporary 
writers' exploration of the religious themes of the fall, 
guilt, fear, love, redemption.

Discussions centering in literary works are not uncom­
mon as Training Union topics or among other church dis­
cussion groups. In fact, John Newport of Southwestern 
Seminary unequivocally states the need for just such 
understanding, especially of works which treat questions 
that are essentially religious and offer negative answers. 
"It would seem," he says, "that the most urgent task of our 
time is to develop a response to the powerful contempo­
rary artistic movements which deny fundamental Christian 
affirmations." a

Newport agrees with Mueller that "in their own diverted 
way, (writers) seek to give order and form to the formless­
ness of modern reality. Although they are secular and 
usually do not use traditional Christian frames, they do 
focus on ultimate issues." Continued on page 39
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Tc first performance must have
■-■en a little disorganized—and 

son vhat hectic. Kids ran around 
ev. where. awaiting their first cues: 
par is nervously awaited the initial 
ap, .rance of offspring: and the di­
rer prayed for success.

•• re Littlest Angel" was just that— 
su. ssful—everybody had fun. actors 
an arents—and Gary Shepherd, the
ye ful director/writer/promoter of
Al’ qtierque. N.M.'s Neighborhood
Dr a Project, had the most fun of all.

1 pherd. a 26-year-old computer 
pr: ammer from Oklahoma, had got- 
tc> lie acting bug while a student at 
Ui: ■ - rsity of Oklahoma
i‘t- didn't become a star, bul he did 

be. .>me a lighting expert as well as 
di i'lop a lasting appreciation for 
drama. After graduation, he moved to 
Albuquerque and began working as a 
volunteer at the Baptist Neighborhood 
Center, a community program in a low- 
income area of the city. _

IVith the full and excited cooperation 
of missionaries Bob and Barbara Gross 
end Gayle Dollar, he tried a few pan­
tomime skits, found the kids enjoyed 
them, and gradually increased the 
complexity of productions, until today 
his plays are skillfully done with—you 
gmssed it—very professional lighting 
effects.

All planning and production is done 
by the NDP company, about 50 chil- 
dre.n from grade school to high school 
eg-

lost NDP productions are religious 
in nature, like The Search, written by 
Sb- pherd, or the newest play, Sleeping 
Be tity, a musical written by '15-year- 
oh Steve Bryant. "It's good enough to 
w rrant a copyright,” feels Shepherd.

'•her members of the project are 
u -d to write dramas, design cos- 
t ies, and participate in other creative 
u acts of production.

ne primary purpose of NDP, says 
> pherd, “is to disseminate the Chris- 
• message using a medium which is 
'• >le to the type of person who may 
r be interested in church per se." 

the top of the list of objectives is 
impart confidence and a sense of
anal worth in each group member."

lepherd cautions others consider- 
‘ ng a similar project "to start small 

1 work up to complicated produc- 
1 ■ only as your personnel and finan- 
r .ituation permits."

'b drama project uses the facilities 
laptist Center, but receives no

Continued

Gary Shepard, right, pauses 
with young "actors" during 
rehearsal: drama offers a 
new media, lop photo, for 
the Christian message.

1*
3
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PLAY 'CONTINUED

NDP actors learn roles with 
speed and enthusiasm for 

opening night performance.

Coaching during rehearsal, 
above, teaches confidence; 

older boys learn lighting 
from an expert—Shepard, 

who did the lighting for 
Mission 70 and Baptist 

World Alliance in Tokyo.

funds. Shepherd operates with volun­
teer help and a green stamp collection 
campaign.

The cast members have a high level 
of involvement.,says Shepherd. Often 
they give up recreation on teen night 
at the Center to work on sets or new 
performances.

Shepherd is convinced the long 
range results of this training "will carry 
over into other aspects of the kids lives.

The discipline of the theater is rat er I 
rigid," he says, “but it is also quit a ' 
teacher."

Shepherd would like to see N1 ?s ] 
springing up all over the country— in 1 
Dallas, Oklahoma Citjf Atlanta, a y- 1 
where there’s a chance for it to gr< m. I 
But," he adds, "it’s hard to convi ce | 
people of the worth of delving i to I 
something new."

—Jacqueline Durh m I

s CONTINUED
£ ige drama, however, is different. Fortunate travelers 

.ave been aware of the impact of excellent outdoor 
the er for years, the Passion Play at Oberammagau and 
its litators, for example. Literary drama with a Christian 
the e has been consistently available in this century in 
su; plays as T.S. Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral., Archi- 
ba MacLeih's J.B.. and Robert Bolt's A Man for All 
Sc ons.

; ch productions, however, unless popularized on film, 
ar rarely appreciated or even seen by the masses of 
ch. “ch members. In spite of this, recent years have 
bn ight increased effectiveness in the use of drama.

i oductions may be elaborate or simple, from the pro- 
fes jonal performance of fob by the mosaicly costumed 
Orlin Corey players (see page 32), to a minister’s dramatic 
porirayal of Judas Iscariot.

Given periodically, the Judas monologue demonstrates 
the power of drama to communicate the gospel message. 
Dressed completely in black, the minister sits on a high 
stool on a barren platform; with spotlight trained on him. 
he speaks 'from the mind of the betrayer. The dramatic 
effect can be electric.

Hut drama has more uses Ihan disseminating Christian 
doctrine; in many cases, it is a creative outlet, an oppor­
tunity for personal development.

One example of this is Gary Shepherd's Neighborhood 
Drama Project, which makes stars of Albuquerque. N.M., 
gheito kids. Since beginning with a few pantomine-lype 
performances, says Shepherd, the group has increased in 
complexity and skill. And the enthusiasm has grown with^ 
it (see page 36).

For Bob Curlee, a pastor in Birmingham, Ala., what be­
gan as a creative outlet—"an impulsive idea"—has 
developed into a budding enterprise with far-reaching 

results.
Two years ago Curlee and a young college friend. Ken 

Flowers, wrote and produced Jonah and the Whale.
They took their “evangelistic musical comedy" to Pan­

aris City Beach, where they built a stage and attracted an 
a> dience of more Ihan 300 the f/rst night. Succeeding pro- 
d. .-.lions regularly drew more than a thousand people and 
tl ■ play gained nationwide publicity. •

’.eturning to Alabama, the Curlee group performed 
l< <ih on the church circuit and also appeared at the 

bama State Fair. That production was so successful 
I lee established "Jonah Mission." a non-profit, self- 

porting group of which Curlee is executive director and 
k .vers is staff director.

mah Mission has now produced two other plays, Daniel 
<’ ' the Lion's Den and Noah and the Ark. They played this 
I 1 summer in resort areas in Florida and Tennessee.

ach of the Jonah Mission productions is a contempo- 
■ look at a biblical story. The shows play five nights 
i week in resort areas with no admission. The cast of 

5bge students and working young people from Curlee’s 
1 rch is paid, but the organization is supported strictly 

ionations.
addition to the Jonah Mission productions and his 

I .orate, Curlee has opened two "One-Way Christian 
‘ htclubs" in the last four months in Birmingham. These 
I “■ been so successful that he is looking for a third loca- 
1 and getting a patent on the name. The "nightclubs" 
& entertainment centers offering contemporary and reli­

gious music; Pat Boone appeared recently. "Every show 
ends with an evangelistic appeal." says Curlee. Religious 
"head shops" featuring paintings and black light posters 
are operated as part of the clubs.

Like Bob Curlee. many Christians are finding innovative 
ways to project the Christian dynamic wherever people 
are—on beaches, in national parks, and at mountain hide­

aways. Whether on vacation or enjoying the benefits of 
shorter work-weeks, people want relaxation and entertain­
ment when they go Io resort areas. Concerned Christians 
simply have used ingenuity, innovation, and universal art 
to provide entertainment with a positive Christian element.

Meanwhile, the tide which brought the arts into the 
church has carried elements and ideas of Ihe Christian 
church back out into the secular world: witness composer 
Burt Bacharach's endorsement of agape love in "What the 
World Needs Now." the presence of Beethoven’s "Ode to 
Joy" from thfc Ninth Symphony among the top popular 
record hits, and the riotous popularity of the rock opera 
which proclaimed Jesus Christ a superstar from rock con­
cert platforms, the Broadway stage, and more than two 
million record albums.

An individual may not agree with all the expressions the 
trend has taken, but he cannot deny the potency of ex­
pressions through art forms in today's church, nor can he 
deny that through (he arts the potency of the Christian dy­
namic has made itself felt in the secular world. If one finds 
it impossible Io draw Ihe line of. demarcation between 
church and world in these expressions, perhaps it is a con­
dition which Jesus himseff would have endorsed as illus­
trative of his "salt of the earth" theory.0 I

Mrs Durh.un. ,i (ormer HOME MISSIONS .iM.ist.ml ihIiI.ii. is .i .......
writer in All.mbi. t'.i

MY TIME IS YOUR TIME?

We should here recognize the distinction between 
discretionary time and leisure time. For all 
practical purposes, we have in this issue used the 

terms interchangeably; they are not. however.
, synonymous.

Discretionary time is the time that remains in a 24- 
hour period when you've taken care of necessities 
(working, including transportation to and from: 
sleeping: eating). Generally, necessities consume 
from 17 to 20 hours daily.

The time left you spend at your discretion. It may 
be leisure activity, from hammock lying to garden­
ing; or it may be the hardest labor. Many Americans, 
in fact, spend their discretionary time moonlighting 
second jobs. They arc not. by our definition, in 
"leisure."

Leisure choices may be very demanding, difficult, 
time-consuming: for example, learning to sail a boat 
or sewing a coat; nevertheless, they reflect your de­
cision to pursue that activity and usually bring a re­
ward in enjoyment. In either case, your use of time 
reflects your choice.

Then there are those who moonlight a second job 
in order to have enough money to afford a leisure 
activity ... but we won’t get into that. E3
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Executive's Word by Arthur B. Rutledge 
Executive Secretary-Treasure? HMB I appanings

Time for a Layman’s Convention
Surveys often provide valuable^-and 

sometimes surprising, information. 
This is the case with surveys of messen­
gers to the past two annual meetings of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

The surveys show:
...In 1970 (Denver Convention), 79.4 

percent of the messengers were church 
or denominationally employed or re­
lated, including wives of church staff 
members.

... In 1971 (St. Louis Convention), 82 
percent of the messengers were church 
or denominationally employed or re­
lated, including wives of church staff 
members.

I estimate that the total number of 
employed staff members—pastors, SBC 
and state denominational workers and 
their wives—would not. exceed 100,000, 
and probably would blTfar fewer. This 
is' a ratio of approximately one em­
ployed worker or wife to every 120 
church members. The ratio of SBC 
messenger registration, however, is 
about 480 employed workers, together 
with their wives, to every 120 church 
members.

As one in the church and denomina­
tional employee category, I feel strong­
ly that this is not a healthy situation. 
Though some of these church and de­
nominational employees are lay per­
sons, the vast majority are ordained 
ministers.

Laymen and laywomen are heavily 
involved in the detailed work of most 
SBC agencies, as well as various com­
mittees of the Convention; and in state 
conventions and their agencies and in­
stitutions as well.

Convention bylaws stipulate that 
both ordained and lay persons serve as 
members of agencies and committees, 
with not more than two-thirds of the 
members to be drawn from either 
category.

Even so the question remains: would 
it not strengthen the work if a larger 
portion of messengers to the annual 
Conventions were lay persons? Youth 
should be considered seriously, along 
with adults.

It may be that this imbalance in rep­
resentation has always been the pat­
tern. Even if "we have always done it 
this way" now is a time to find ways to 
have a larger number of lay persons as 
messengers to future Conventions. At 
this time laymen of various denomina­
tions. including Southern Baptists, are 
expressing a strong desire for larger 
involvement in the work of their 
churches and their denominations. 
This is an opportune time for Southern 
Baptists to provide ways for such in­
volvement.

I do not suggest that fewer ordained 
persons attend. I do suggest that steps 
be taken to increase dramatically the 
percentage of lay messengers. The 
Convention's provision for messengers 
allows most churches to have at least 
two, which could well include one lay 
person. Larger churches are entitled to 
more messengers, up to a maximum of 
ten.

What can we do to move in this di­
rection? I suggest two actions.

One is that churches be encouraged 
to provide convention expense money 
for at least one lay person to attend. 
This can be handled readily in most 
churches' budgets.

The second suggestion is that we 
schedule our conventions to minimize 
the amount of time a lay person would 
have to be away from his work. The 
average layman must sacrifice income 
or surrender vacation time to attend a 
convention, and therefore every con­
sideration must be given his schedule.

The 1972 Convention begins on Tues­
day morning and closes with the Thurs­
day evening session. This enables 
many pastors to attend without miss­
ing Sunday service, but kills an entire 
week for the employed lay person. (In­
terestingly. 29.1 percent of those 
attending the Denver Convention com­
bined vacation with their convention 
trip, so they probably missed at least 
one Sunday.)

Why not provide the needed three 
days by starting Thursday night and 
closing Sunday afternoon? This would 

enable a layman to work lay 
through Wednesday, fly to the con en­
tion Thursday morning and fly ick 
home Sunday evening, ready to r< urn 
to his work responsibilities on Mot. ay. 
I do not insist on this particular si ed- 
ule. however; my argument is f. ■ a 
schedule that would make it feas ble 
for more lay persons to attend.

More Southern Baptist lay peo]M>— 
men, women and youth—are involved 
in lay witnessing, mission action proj­
ects and Christian Service Corps-type 
ministries than ever before. All this is 
added to the voluminous amount of 
volunteer work done by lay persons 
through the church's program organ- 
izafions—Sunday School, Church Train­
ing, Woman's Missionary Union, 
Brotherhood and Music.

The great talent and influence of our 
vast number of splendid, dedicated 
Christian lay people should nol go un­
tapped in the work of the denomina­
tion. Lay people have unique insights, 
skills and expertise which the denomi­
nation needs. Glendon McCullough, 
new executive secretary of the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission, recently 
said, "Either we (the denominati n) 
will grant men elbow room to use Heir 
skills within the denomination or ti.ey 
will take their faith and move it >ul 
beyond our walls to find express on 
elsewhere."

Of course the cause of Christ and he 
work of Southern Baptists call for he 
involvement of laymen in comnr li- 
ties, states, nation and world. But .' y- 
men are also urgently needed in he- 
conference rooms and convention h Ils 
of their denomination.

I thank God for the large numbe of 
talented, committed Christian layn n^ 
laywomen and youth with whom I h ve 
been privileged to work both as le- 
nominational employee and as pas >r. 
My hope is that Southern baptists \ ill 
take firm steps to involve a larger ; id 
more proportionate number of si ch 
men and women in the furtherance of 
the work of the Lord in the challeng ig 
years just ahead. 0

N jw Frontiers in Evangelism
L ngelism Division is moving in new 
dii lions: renewal and the bus minis- 
tri< -?■

K id D. Hardin, a Deerfield .Beach, 
Fl.* layman, will direct the renewal 
evangelism, while William A. Powell 
will head up bus evangelism.

Hardin has been director of Lay­
mans Landing, a retreat center; 
Powell, whilp ^ervirig as HMB secre­
tary of the Survey and Special Studies 
Department, became an authority in 
bus evangelism by leading his own 
church, Woodlawn of Atlanta, into an 
extensive bus program.

"The interest in a renewed and re­
vitalized Christian life and church is 
basic to effective evangelism," said 
Ken Chafin, division director. “Our 
concern is to provide leadership in new 
directions."

Staff Changes
Survey Specialist Don Mabry has 

lie^n named secretary of the Depart­
in' nt of Survey and Special Studies, to 
fill the vacancy left by William Powell's 
transfer to the Division of Evangelism.

Atlanta "strip minister" Don Rhymes 
h । become assistant secretary in^he 
D1 arlment of Missionary Personnel. 
R mes, who directed the Aurora 
c" imunity center, a ministry to street 
p' pie, and multiple ministries in a 
N • York City high-rise apartment 
«• i. became the first missionary to 
j< the staff of the personnel depart- 
ii it.

his new position, Rhymes will 
n esent the HMB in recruiting mis- 
s dries east of the Mississippi River, 
ii will relate to missionaries living in 
1 area. Mabry's new position gives 
h responsibility for supervising data 
>i ' i wg and research operations, and 
p aring studies that help Baptists 
k up with trends and plan for future 
<1 lopments.

B jtists and Passover
lumber of Baptist churches, in ges- 

*'• ■ of brotherhood, held services to 
Cl nemorate Jewish Passover.

Atlanta's First Baptist, with 500 in 
.attendance, had one of the biggest 
Baptist celebrations of the night the 
angel of the Lord passed over Egypt 
and saved the Jewish people's first 
born.

At the passover meal, the partici­
pants ate mciror (a strong horseradish | 
to remind the Jews of the bitterness of 
slavery, and later sweet rharusrl (a 
mixture of apples, nuts, spices and 
wine) to represent mortar for the bricks 
which (he Israelities were forced Io 
make as slavps.

The evening was designed Io give the 
group an insight into Jewish customs 
and traditions.

r
New Board Members

Virginia pastor jack P. Lowndes was 
elected president and .three Georgians 
to other offices of the 1972-73 Home 
Mission Board of Directors.

The other officers are Hoffman 
Harris, pastor of Briarlake Baptist. 
Decatur, as first vice president; John 
Pittman. Birmingham. Ala., layman, as 
second vice president; Mrs. Seay 
Smith. Douglas. Ga., laywoman. as 
recording secretary: and Mrs. Ralph 
Blanchard. Atlanta lay woman, as assis­
tant recording secretary.

Lowndes pastors Memorial Baptist 
Church, Arlington.

No Vacancy
In neon lights and hand-scrawled 
messages NO VACANCY repeated it­
self mile after mile. A bank weather 
indicator twinkled the temperature as 
near freezing and showed the time to 
be 11 p.m.

Tomorrow we would reach our des­
tination: the Florida Baptist Conven­
tion's Lake Yale Baptist Assembly and 
the first Mission Action Workshop 
being directed by the Home Mission 
Board and WMU. Resort ministry was 
the conference I had pre-selected.

Anticipation of a good night's sleep 

ending a day of travel had changed to 
frustration and weariness. My husband 
apd I were stranded .by the shortage 
of accommodations in Florida's peak 
tourist '"Season resulting from addi­
tional visitors to Disney World and 
auto racing in Daytuna.

Traveling hopefully toward another 
town we sought advice on directions 
from a Florida state highway patrol­
man parked in a store yard at an other­
wise deserted rural iptersection. The 
young officer contacted, via car radio, 
the cities of Leesburg. Ocala and then 
other areas. Each call was returned 
after some minutes'with, "Sorry, all 
full." Il was evident we would spend 
the night driving in search of a vacancy 
or just to keep warm.

We expressed thanks and started to 
drive away, hut the officer called. 
"Wail, let me try one more place." We 
watched as he walked Io the sloresitle 
pay telephone, made a call and re­
turned Io our car.

"There is a place for you Io slay! H's 
not the fanciest, but it's not 'loo bad 
either. Al least you'll have a .place to 
sleep oul of the cold." he said. Then 
with a slight hesitation and a twinkle 
in his eye. he added. "I qalled my wife 
and asked her Io shift the kids around 
because I was bringing you folks home 
with me."

Ironically we found ourselves being 
ministered Io. in a resort area, by what 
must be called an unmatchable act of 
hospitality on the part of patrolman 
Johnnie Worsham of Summerfield. Fla.

By Rachel |. Godwin

Inflation Hurts Missions
When a person graduates from a 

seminary determined to be a home mis­
sionary. he's pretty well limited his 
opportunities—and if there are no posi­
tions open at the HMB, he's out of luck, 
no matter how well trained and pre­
pared he is.

Sadly enough, a growing number of 
prospective home missionaries are 
rapidly growing short of luck. <:<>niiiiiii?«l
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HAPPENINGS 'Continued Books
It's not a shortage of qualified peo­

ple; it's a shortage of money to expand 
the missions force.

For the past two years, the mission­
ary force has remained static, at about 
2,200 positions. Turnovers make room 
for up to 300 new missionaries each 
year, but this still isn't enough to 
account for all the qualified candidates 
who apply.

The culprit, says Warren Woolf of the 
HMB’s Personnel Division, is infla­
tion. Southern Baptists continue to 
give the HMB more money, but slight 
increases in salaries and fringe benefits 
have eaten away much of the expan­
sion. The agency’s budget is $15 mil­
lion a year.

Arthur Rutledge, executive secre­
tary, said during the past two years,

nine through 11 were bused fror the 
LaSalle neighborhood to Kirk )Od 
twice a week for educational stii da-
tion.

Ruth Trent, who served &s "print: 
for the s'ix-week school, said the a< 
ties were planned "to enrich (the 
dren’s) understanding of their w 
their community, their church, t 
family, of God and of self. We felt

al"
vi-

Id, 
eir 
his

would be accomplished by provic ng 
a new educational environment with* 
qualified teachers and a new so, ial 
environment in an atmosphere of 
Christian love and acceptance."

From all indications, the program v. as 
successful. Bill Carlin, pastor of La­
Salle, said, "The program did broaden 
the kids own views of themselves, their 
surroundings, and their lives. They felt

income has increas^ by approximate- someone loving and caring about them 
ly three percent, while operating costs’ and made new friends.’’
have increased by six percent annually.

Don Hammonds, secretary for spe- dren-and Kirkwood members who 
cial mission ministries, points out that ‘ participated—the church 
each year more than 300 applicants for

Because of requests from the chil-

fam
29 1 
fen

SW'
hig>

es; preached one sermon; taught
>sses; and held six personal con-

he same month, Mrs. Harris an­
il the call of a mentally disturbed 
school youth whose father was

Understanding Speaking in Tongues by
Watson E. Mills. Grand Rapids: Eerd- 
mans. 1972, $1.95.

student summer missions must be 
turned down, and Cecil Etheredge, 
secretary of missionary personnel, said 
that of 69 approved US-2ers, only 28 
could be sent"out because of fund 
shortages.

Getting Together
Baptists and Catholics, traditional 

“antagonists," are increasing their 
dialogue.

In Miami, Fla., Baptists brought 
Catholic friends to a meeting led by 
Lloyd N. Whyte of the HMB’s Depart­
ment of Interfaith Witness.

Baptist and Catholic spokesmen pre­
sented their church's view on theologi­
cal subjects, delineating areas of con­
flict and areas of agreement.

Kirkwood Enrichment
Suburban Kirkwood Baptist Church, 

under the leadership of pastor Homer 
Carter, has established a "yoke" rela­
tionship with inner-city LaSalle Bap­
tist Church, St. Louis, Mo.

One of the results of this cooperation 
was last summer’s "Christian Life En­
richment Program," in which children

another enrichment 
summer.

i is planning 
school this

A Month in the Life of...
What's it like to be a missionary? 

And what does a missionary do all the 
time?

For many people, a missionary's 
work is as remote and unknown a: a 
Borneo headhunter's. Each mon’h. 
HMB missionaries file reports that - UI 
of their activities during the past <0 
days. And those reports are turned i io 
raw statistics about once a year, oct a- 
sionally used to relate a spectacu ir 
event, and for the rest of the time, th -y 
are buried in some filing cabinet h re 
at the Board's Atlanta offices.

Seldom are they used to tell the mi i- 
dane, the disappointments, the ti s- 
couragements, the tedium that II 
much of a missionary's time.

One such report is from F/ee a 
Harris, a Christian social ministr !S 
missionary in rural Kentucky.

In one month, as director of the B; >■ 
tist center, Hellier, Mfs. Harris dru e 
1.400 miles, transporting 609 people o 
different activities; she distribut d 
clothes, food; visited the sick; con - 
seled with boys and girls; talked wi h 
welfare agents concerning needs f

thrc tening him with a butcher knife. 
She ook him to a doctor and then to 
the hospital, later effected a' reconcilia­
tion between him and his parents. The 
boy. a.Christian, told her, “It is hard to 
live for God in a home like this; I do my 
own washing and ironing, help do all 
(he cleaning, and I have to sleep in a 
cold room where there is no heat and 
I'm sick."

“The family is not Christian," Mrs. 
Harris writes in her report. “They need 
the Lord. They too have had a rough 
time during the lean years in this area."

On another day, Mrs. Harris went to 
pick up some boys for club and found 
them sick—the father had gotten drunk 
the night before, shoved them in the 
car and "tried to kill them and himself 
through his reckless driving up and 
down dangerous, curving roads, with 
mother and children screaming for him 
to stop."

But there were moments of joy too. 
Mrs. Harris bought shoes for a boy who 
had none and whose mother was so 
embarrassed she wouldn't let her son 
come to Sunday School. The boy's 
smile was Mrs. Harris' reward;

Mrs. Harris' report also noted that of

Watson Mills' work could not have 
come along at a better time. The char­
ismatic revival is rampant across the 
entire spectrum of modern Christen­
dom. from the Pentecostal sects to 
Southern Baptists to the liturgical 
Episcopalians and Catholics. Glossala­
lia is a part of that revival, but is too 
often condemned or exalted out of 
proportion.

The book under review does precise­
ly what the title suggests. For the ob­
jective reader on the subject (and they 
are hard.to find). Mills provides a bal­
anced approach. A recurrent question 
dominates the work. “What is the signi­
ficance of glossalalia for the Christian 
who has not experienced the phenom­
enon?" T

Early in the work the author states 
an unfortunate truth: “While its sup­
porters point to the great blessings of 
tongue-speaking, its opponents ar^ue 
that disunity and factionalism inevi­
tably follow in its wake. Denomination­
al leaders have not known what to do 
with the movement, since within the 
ranks of most major groups are those 
who support and those who oppose 
tongues."

Following a brief history of Ihe glos-

ah

H

er

the people she worked with, two 
made committments to Christ.

atsville Helps
iptist churches of the Huntsville, 

area have been conducting con-
•ilional English classes for foreign- 

■ lationed nearby.
■cently, at ceremonies at First Bap- 
where classes are taught. German 
Italian military personnel “saluted"
hurches for the program. More 

u 200 people were at the fourth

foi 
sp

ersary celebration.
-re are 175 adults from 19 coun­
enrolled in the classes; 100 chil- 
ire also cared for.

> Couch is director of ministries 
iadison Baptist Association, which 
sots the project.0

salalia movement.
brilliant insight into fwr gives 

ical mate-
rial, outstandingly Acts and I Corinth­
ians 12-14. Particularly helpful is a 
brief analysis of the relation between 
tongues in Corinth and the neighboring 
Hellenistic religions.

Mills concludes that the Lucan mate­
rial should be considered primary in 
interpreting "glossalalia biblically for 
the church today." This is not the 
approach generally taken in current 
arguments regarding glossalalia, and 
is food for thought.

Pointing out that Paul saw no value 
in glossalalia for the church as whole, 
yet evidently recognized some per­
sonal reward for the individual who 
spoke in tongues, Mills calls for dia­
logue between groups of people he 
labels "non-Pentecostals" and "Pente­
costals." One result of this dialogue 
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Countless souls have been jolted 
from lethargy to keen attention by 
the unorthodox methods of Arthur 
Blessltt’s “Jesus Revolution.”TELL 
THE WORLD Is a pocket manual of 
revolutionary new ways to witness 
... for every Christian who truly 
wants to be heard, and heeded.

95* paper.
AT YOUR BAPTIST 

BOOKSTORE
Fleming H. Revell Company 
0A Century ot Service

Old Tappan. N.J. 07675
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Tear out and mail to 
Bill Landers, ADM. 

771-2480 
Colorado Baptist General 

Convention

ARTHUR BLESSITT ,
tells you howto 1
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BOOKS'CONTINIJED

Chaplains*-' 
Prayer Calendar

July 2: Huey A. Bridgmans Ga.. Army; Ira 
G. Moss. Tenn., Army; Roberb-W-Tabb. Ky., 
Air Force. July 3: Geoffry Knoll Jr.. N.C.. 
Army; Kenneth J. Nellies, S.C., Air Force; 
William P. Brock, Ala., hospital. July 4: 
James Conard. Ark., hospital; Joe D. Frank­
lin, Okla.. Air Force; Robert H. Honeycutt. 
N.C.. Army.

July 5: Oscar Harris. La., hospital; Sloan 
E. Lister Jr.. Ky.. hospital; J. Eugene Ryder. 
N.C., hospital; Paul Henry Williams. Ga.. 
Navy. July 6: Blewett A. Smyth, Mich., hos­
pital; Charles P. Van Frank Jr.. Okla., Navy; 
Wm. Everett Tumblin, Ga., Navy: Kiyo 
Itokazu, Hawaii, Army.

July 7: Winston P. Fok. Ga.. Air Force: 
Franklyn D. Holley, Mo., Army; Charles N. 
Russell. Tex., Army: John C. Sargent. Ark.., 
Army. July 8: John W. New, Okla., Air 
Force. July 10: James C. Blanchard. Ky.. 
Army; Joe M. Ellison. Tex., Army; Frank E. 
Garver. N.C.. Navy;, William H. Vinson, 
Tex.. Navy; Tcrrjz M^JVelborn. Mo., hospi­
tal. July 11: Elmer G. Horn. Miss.. "Army: 
Robert C. Tate Jr.. Tex., Navy.

July 12: William E. Donan Jr., Ky., Navy. 
July 13: Bruce Coltharp. Tex., Air Force; 
Richard L. Park. Fla., Army. July 14: Charles 
D. Bass, Tex., Army; Charles H. Wilkins. 
Tex.. Air Force. July 15: George A. Nelson, 
Tex., hospital; J.B. Cheshire Jr.. Fla., hospi­
tal; Kenneth Pepper. Tex., hospital; Roy O. 
Swift, Ala., Navy; William Robert Shirah.

For reservations write:

Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly
Box 128
Ridgecrest, N.C. 28770

S.C., institutional.
July 16: Willie E. Buice, Ga.. Air Force. 

July 17: Charles A. Meek. Ark.. Army; B.H. 
Tucker. 'Ark., hospital: Buster P. White. 
Tex., Army. July 18: Darrel C. Highsmith, 
III., Air Force. July 20: Elmer H. Ammer­
man. Mo.. Army: Donald L. Crowley. Okla., 
Army: Alfred Delossa Jr.. Mass.. Army; 
Earl-Clayton Grandslaff. Tex., institutional; 
Reuben V. Watts, N.C., Navy.

July 21: Wayne Durham. La., hospital; 
’Lowell C. Todd. La., hospital. July 22: 
Thomas T. Edwards, La., hospital. July 23: 
Gene B. Andress. Ala.. Navy: Gerald H. 
Akins. Tex.. Air Force: Edwin A. Gates. 
Oklahoma. Navy: Carrol L. Johnson. Tex.. 
Air Force; William P. Webb. Fla.. Army; 
Gary J. Cragun. N.Y.. Navy. July 24: Louis 
D. Hendricks. Okla.. Army: Horace Sams Jr.. 
Ala., Army.

July 25: Byron Banta. Tex.. Army; James 
E. Bishop. Tex., Army; Allen ]. Harkness. 
N.Y.. Air Force; Marion Ray Darring, Okla., 
hospital: Ebb G. Kilpatrick, Colo.. National 
Guard. July 26: Waldon Langley. Tex., hos­
pital. July 27: B.F>«ennelt. Tex., bospiWI: 
Merle F. Pedigo, Ohio, Air Force: Phillip*L. 
Tillman. Miss.. Air Force.

July 28: Thomas D. Denson. Tex., Army; 
Joe L. Morris. Tex., Air Force; Rodger >E. 
Rendahl. Penn., Army. July 29: S. Denton 
Bassett. Tex., hospital; Hubert R. Hunting. 
Ohio, hospital. July 30: Thomas |. Aaley. 
Ark.. Air Force; Wiley C. Guthrie. N.C.. Air 
Force. July 31: Waller B. Feagins Jr.. Ga.. 
Navy; Kenneth R. Israel. Mo.. Air Force- 
Billy J. McKee. Tex..-Navy. 0 

Yhere’s still time 
to join others 

at tfiis summer’s

HOME MISSIONS CONFERENCE

at Glorieta, August 3-9 
or Ridgecrest, August 21-27

This year’s Home Missions Conferences 
are breaking down barriers of religion and 
race, to explore the new ways of "Living 
Faith.”

is that non-Penlecostals may c< te lo 
give more room for spontane y jn 
worship with more opportuni for 
the worshippers to participant The 
author calls for all Christians Io " fjrm 
that fevery Christian needs both der 
and freedom."

Underslanding Speaking in Toi ues 
should be. read now by all who o sire 
to know more of a phenomenon \ rich 
will be even more influential in th. late 
1970's. However, the author does r- ,ike 
one common omission for Sou! era 
Baptists. He seems to see glossc alia 
in terms of Pentecostal sects. No i ien- 
tion is made of the modern Catholic 
charismatic movement. Mills ma\ be 
tending Io reinforce the inaccurate 
view that glossofalia is to be evaluated 
in terms of Wesleyan insistence on a 
"second work of grace." The charis­
matic movement today is a movement 
which knows no denominational 
boundaries.

—M. Thomas Starkes, Secretary 
Department of Interfaith Witness

HOME MISSIONS and gme the editors a chance tn -mlt

Glorieta Baptist Assembly 
Box 8
Glorieta, N.M. 87535

M SSIONARY 
A 'POINTEES

1. • :r$. Rosalinda Grijalva 
RTHDATE: November 6

1 RTHPLACE: Mexico
। JSITION: Language Missions in 
'.in Antonio. Texas

2. Walter Wendell Grant
BIRTHDATE: January 16 
BIRTHPLACE: Ennie, Texas 
POSITION: Superintendent of 
Missions in Cortez, Colorado

3. (Mrs.) Majorie L. Grant 
BIRTHDATE: May 7 
BIRTHPLACE: Dallas. Texas

4. John Henry Johns
BIRTHDATE: November 2 
BIRTHPLACE: Sylvan, Texas 
POSITION: Superintendent of 
Missions in the Northwestern 
Baptist Convention

5. (Mrs.) Majorie B. Johns 
BIRTHDATE: July 29 
BIRTHPLACE: Tulia, Texas

6. i eroy Jerry Jones 
“IRTHDATE: May 31 J 

IRTHPLACE: Sylvan, Texas 
’OSITION: Language Missions;

rving at Spanish Language 
hool, Guadalajara, Mexico

7. Mrs.) Nava Jane G. Jones 
RTHDATE: January 30 
iRTHPLACE: Marshall, Texas

0 iaudemiro Francisco Mariottini 
RTHDATE: December 24 
RTHPLACE: Espirito Santo, Brazil 
JSITION: Language Missions; 
•rtuguese in Mountain View.

I ilifornia.

- trs.) Donna Sue Mariottini 
RTHDATE: February 26 
RTHPLACE: Cassville, Missouri

’0. mk Wayne Scott
RTHDATE: August 10 
RTHPLACE: Syracuse, New York 

POSITION: Pastoral missionary at 
Gateway Baptist Church in Greater 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

11. (Mrs.) Mary Joy Scott 
BIRTHDATE: June 23 
BIRTHPLACE: Syracuse. New York

12. (Mrs.) Alva C. Wiley (Cletus)
BIRTHDATE: June 15
BIRTHPLACE: Catlettsburg. Kentucky 
POSITION: Appointed to serve, with 
her husband in Indianapolis. Indiana

13. Victor Lavern Nichols 
BIRTHDATE: November 15 
BIRTHPLACE: Victoria, Texas 
POSITION: Christian social ministries 
in the Guadalupe Association in 
Victoria, Texas

14. (Mrs.) Mary Elizabeth Nichols

Check the correct answer in the box. Yes No Undecided

Is A the true disciple?

Is B the true disciple?

Can you tell by looking at them?

Could both of them be disciples?

If a person Is a Christian, does that
automatically make him a disciple?

You say you don’t like tests or silly games? Then find the 
answers in a new down-to-earth "with it” book.

BEING A DISCIPLE
by Temp Sparkman
Paper, $1.75

Available at Your Baptist Book Store ffiRQADMAN

BIRTHPLACE: Bloomington. Texas

15. Wayne A. Eurich
BIRTHDATE: May 20 
BIRTHPLACE: Friend. Nebraska 
POSITION: Superintendent of 
Missions in La Mesa. California

16. (Mrs.) Wilma Eurich
BIRTHDATE: July 12
BIRTHPLACE: Yacolt. Washington

17. Harold Glenn Field
BIRTHDATE. December 26 
BIRTHPLACE: Wheeler. Texas 
POSITION: Superintendent of 
Missions in Great Falls. Montana

These missionaries are appointed jointly hy 
the Home Missipn Board and the stale Baptist 
conventions.
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Cover Story: Job cries out in agony in 
Orlin Corey’s unusual dramatization of the 
Book of Job. It’s part of the Christian 
response to the leisure explosion. Photo 
by Don Rutledge

budget rate to churches—190 Single copy—$.15.
MeHng: All changes of address, renewals and new sub­
scriptions should contain a zip code number. All cor­
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Department, HOME MISSIONS, 1350 Spring St. NW.

at all/by Toby Druin
Move Over Mosquitos, C-O-M Is Here . 27 

"Tis better to suffer the stings... than 
miss a night out under the stars?
/ by Joel Land /

If today's Christian volunteers had 
smallpox, the whole world'd be 
infected /by Elaine Selcraig

Texas Baptists and the Leisure Bomb 
It’s bigger and better in the Lone Star 
State, or is that another Texas brag? 
/ by Robert O'Brien

Carolina and the "Going-Going-Gone" 
Syndrome............................................

Somebody figured churches without 
walls are better than no churches

Director of Photography........ f.C.Durham.
Audio-Visual Department

Revival in the ChrftfianArts..................
Christians are discovering the medium 
can be the mes/pge, or vice-versa 
/by JacquelineDurham

Executive's Word....................................
by Arthur B. Rutledge

Happenings ..............................................
Letters ........................................................

Published monthly by the Home Mission Board 
Southern Baptist Convention
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..........Tom Baker
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Art Director ..........

The Leisure Life
For Christians, is it setback ./.or gift?
Maybe it depends on your point of view. .

A Game for Two or More Players........ 4
Changes in attitudes about bkach 
witnessing may signal a revolution in 
church techniques

What Will We Do Tomorrow?................ 7
If you read on and are still confused, 
write for further instructions 
/by George Sheridan

A Time to Pay and a Time to Stay .... 12

Letters
Such Reading

I have been a subscriber to HM for 
many, many years, but on account of 
the written articles in April, please can­
cel my subscription. I do not care for 
such reading to come into my home.

Mrs. G.A. Robertson 
Baton Rouge, La.

• April is one of your best. Concept and 
design are excellent. You may have to 
defend it but you will never have to 
apologize for it.

Ward Hildreth
Richmond, Va.

• I have just finished reading one of the 
finest publications I have ever seen on 
"The Black Christian Experience in 
America." As you may have guessed, 
it is April HM.SiThank you for your 
courage to allow the black believers to 
describe their own experience.

The conviction has been growing 
upon me that white observers, myself 
including, should not attempt to de­
scribe and define the black man's reli­
gious experience for him. This is why I 
am so appreciative of this issue.

L^on McBeth
Fort Worth, Tex.

•I guess we are very ignorant % on down" with each issue more than our 
what black people endure, but I agree good brethren’s preaching" can • ver 
very much with “Let's Be Honest." If accomplish, and suggesting we e;r if 
the black people would do as much to the "message your gang are sayinc (is 
help themselves as they've done to to) bring in (to Christ) all of the sip- 
force the white man, I'm sure their pies, the criminals, the social dis on- 
Christianity would be shining much tents who abhorr (sic) the stars ind 
brighter and they’d have much more stripes and that the way is so b; >od 
freedom. And certainly less of the that we should bring everyone ink the 
racial conflicts we've seen and heard of. SBC..."

Discontinue my subscription.
Mrs. George Willingham 
Toney, Ala.

ment on one point our "fri< id 
• Started reading (April HM) one night brought up; "It is interesting to ote 
and I couldn't put it down until I had that you publish five compfimen ary 
covered every page... thought-pro- letters to every one that is crith al." 
voking material; we need more ............................
articles from our black brethren. 

Arlie McDaniel 
Ventura, Calif. 

fact, we print all negative letters; fa- 
• I have never read a more impressive vorable letters are used as space ; er- 
description of a worship service than mits.

was the write-up of (my churcl 
Vernon Baptist (April HM).

J.L. Netters 
Memphis, Tenn.

• I didn't pu.t down (April HM) t 
began reading it, until I had read 

Mt.

ce 1 
ery

word. My prayer is that every Sou lern 
Baptist will read this, for a first si p in 
breaking down barriers is to knov. and 
understand each other.

Ernest A. Mehaffey 
Columbia, S.C.

Not Against Color
I read the last issue of HM (A|-ril) 

and I want to thank you and tell you 
how much I liked this issue.

You see I was raised up not against 
any color or race. Then my mother tiled 
when I was ten, and my step-father 
moved us to Alabama where there are 
still fights between blacks and whites. 
I wish to tell everyone it doesn't matter 
what you are on the outside; what 
counts is what’s on the inside....

Margaret Kjjgore
Phoenix, Ariz.

Editor's Note: We recently received an 
anonymous letter blasting us for "a 
philosophy strangely savoring that of 
Marx, Lenin," accusing us of "tearing

We do not print anonymous Ie ers 
(though we do enjoy a good chu kle 
occasionally). But we do want to t >m-

such We publish letters in direct propoi ion 
to those received. If we print five J ro’s 
and one con letter, it is because fiv< to- 
one was the ratio of letters receiver In

Si Another Amen
I read your April HM. I withheld 

ec icy for Paul's sake but I did say 
”A en" and “wow."

fit that the shame for us as South­
er. iaptist was that we were so epught 
in iddle class establishmentarianism 
(on wineskinism) that ,we were not 
al? to coexperience the wonderful 
re ilulion begun by Martin Luther 
Kii'y. However, our wine is not old. 
and now the revolution for human 
value crosses many lines. "Their" re­
volution crosses many lines. "Their" 
revolution is now "our" revolution. 
What was black before is now gray, 
and "Father that they may be one" is 
the hope for a grea( oppressed, un­
spoken for. humanity....

Paul Kloper 
Windham. Ohio .

• I was impressed with the April HOME 
MISSIONS on “The Black Church Ex­
perience" ....

C. Roy Woodruff 
Richmond, Va.

Can’t Put Down April
impact of (April HM) still leaves 

me reeling with joy and appreciation...
Charles E. Boddie 
Nashville, Tenn.

• here are no reservations-^or “buts" 

h my praise for HOME MISSION? 
m --azine. I appreciate the format, the 
c<- t. the style of writing, but most of 
a! the excellent content of the articles 
or . wide variety of relevant topics. I 
a: onfident the magazine is making a 
s: • ificant contribution toward help- 
•r many individuals and churches 
C’ e closer to being the caring and 
s ing Christians we ought to be.
1 nk you especially for the April issue 
c erning the black Christian experi- 
e ....

Calvin S. Knight 
Winston-Salem, N.C.

L ar Facts
ring the past few years I have 

P' anally studied the supernatural. I 
f( 1 all of your articles to be extreme- 
b actual. I praise you even further on 
V restraint from "coloring" any of 

the articles. I wish that could be said of 
some of the national news magazines. 
Christians, especially Baptists, should 
think! We should be encouraged to 
think, be given clear, plain facts, and 
then be permitted to make up our own 
minds as led by the Holy Spirit. You. 
through your publication, encourage 
thinking, give clear facts, and then per­
mit the reader to make up his own 
mind. Keep up the good work!

Richard Stokes 
Lexington, Ky.

Church Extension
I enjoy every issue of your line maga­

zine but especially have 1 enjoyed the 
Maren one. Thank you for the history 
of our Western. Northern. Eastern anil 
"all over growth" of our Southern Bap­
tist history. Never can I forget the year 
of 1944 whenjl drove out to California 
to try Io help the women and young 
people in ihe'WMIJ work there. Going 
from a large church like Bellvue in 
Memphis Io Ihe eight associations of 
about 74 churches. Most of these mis­
sions worshiped in lenls. garages, old 
store houses, and other places, and to 
see the missions growing into nice 
churches. Ihe membership growth of 
churches and missions those B years I 
was (here, and Io read your article is a 
great joy to my life.

Mrs. W.C. Hovtaril
Jack son,'Tenn.| 

• I have read with care the March. 1972 
issue of HM concerning Church Exten­
sion. I am writing to express my appre­
ciation for it. It was timely and well 
done.

However, I wish to take exception Io, 
modify somewhat, or add a further 
note (take this any way you wish) to 
your editorial in that issue. "Jumping 
Furrows". You seem Io repudiate the 
Church Growth approach to missions. 
I frankly feel, from what you have said, 
that you have failed to do your home­
work here. You have only looked at the 
obvious.

Churches always have and. I believe, 
always will, grow along "family, race, 
and social class" lines. No other signif­
icant growth types have ever taken 

place in the history of Christianity. No 
society has ever been marked or 
molded by Christian principles that has 
not experienced a People Movement. 
American Christianity is perhaps the 
greatest example of this. The Great 
Awakening, Frontier Revival, and 
other great religious movements of the 
19th Century, in other countries would 
have been called People Movement.

It is impossible Io plow without 
plowing a furrow. Our success in 
church extension has been that we 
have exploited this principle. Our prob­
lem in church extension is that we have 
only plowed the "southern culture" 
furrow. The lime has come, indeed, for 
us to plow other furrows and to reach 
out to other people without making 
them become "southerners", in order 
to be Christians. Bui do not assume 
that there is cross—furrow growth. 
Growth will be along “family, race and 
social class" lines in those furrows too.

It would be cruel, unchristian, and 
foolish to discourage those who find 
ChrisI from telling their family and 
peers about him.

Charles Chaney 
Springfield. 111.

Thanks....
Regarding the letter from Mrs. H.M. 

DeMeree (Jan.): You can tell that she 
walches HOME MISSIONS like a hawk, 
but you can't detect Ihal she served 
the HMB like an angel. You can tell 
that she is sensitive about Ihe way you 
refer to retirement and you can see 
Ihal she reveres these "golden years." 
You can tell that she has respect for a 
job well done, but you cannot see Ihe 
accomplishments of her and her hus­
band. If you read carefully, you can 
detect an allusion to a handicap but 
you could never imagine the barriers 
that thwarted the daily work that she 
and her husband faced as missionaries. 
I recall many conversations with Mrs. 
DeMeree and I cannot forget that she 
never heard Ihe sound of my voice. Nor 
can I ever forget her efforts in leaching 
me Ihe sign language of Ihe deaf.

...Thank you for keeping in touch 
with our retired missionaries.

Ed Sickafus
Livonia, Mich.
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MINISTRY OFTHE MENTAL
THE LOCAL CHURJ

A TIME TO SEEK
Introduction by Billy Graham. Christ-centered dis­
cussions of identity, friendship, love, honesty, involve-., 
ment, God, conversion, the hereafter—all subjects 
every young person confronts. Lee Fisher, enthusiastic*, 
specialist in youth work, understands and wants to > 
help others understand themselves—and that'j^w+mt / 
counts. Papey, $195

SEARCH EVERY CORNER
The joys and frustrations experienced by a minister's 
wife become the refreshingly sentimental subject of Jun^\ 
Parker Goldman’s book. The gift of being able to see 
Christ in the daily events which we often ignore makes 
these deceptively simple observations a testament Jo 
the role of faith in a well-rounded family life. A book 
the whole family will enjoy. $2.95

MEDITATIONS FOR BIRD LOVERS
A spiritual life and a spiritual lift are encouraged by 
a beloved writer who finds lessons to learn in the antics 
of birds. A beautiful prayer and an appropriate verse 
of Scripture are included in each of the twenty chapters. 
Helpful suggestions for bird-watchers also make this a 
unique and interesting book for meditation and prac­
tical use. Ruth C. Ikerman. $3

THE UNSHAKABLE KINGDOM AND
THE UNCHANGING PERSON
In his familiar style, E. Stanley Jones explains the con­
cepts and principles of the kingdom of God, suggesting 
how it can be taught, experienced, and shared. Through 
personal accounts, he illustrates what power is available 
and the transformations which result when the principles 
of the Kingdom are applied to individuals and situations. 
Mankind needs a basis for^ daily life experiences. Dr. 
Jones offers one. $5.95

AN EVANGELICAL FAITH FOR TODAY .
In simple language and without extensive documenta­
tion, Dr. John Lawson states for laymen the distinguish­
ing marks of an evangelical faith. He discusses the major 
beliefs of today’s evangelicals and encourages church­
men to take a close look at their beliefs in order to 
coine to terms with the essentials of the Christian faith. 
Paper, $1.75

PRAYERS FOR THE LATER YEARS
A life of new perspectives—the children are grown 
gone, the future is no longer a long and unending r> 
in the distance. These special prayers express the jot 
living, gratitude for past experiences, and pleas 
in everyday surroundings. Josephine Robertson wr 
with a sensitivity and zest for life which appeal to 
age. Large, easy-to-read type. $2.95
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THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON ANNUAI 
1972-73
Now in its eighteenth year, The ILA represents the I t 
in scholarship and interpretation. An ecumenical efl t 
to bring excellent interpretative materials and teach. ; 
aids for each Sunday from September, 1972, throe i 
August, 1973. Special helps include Introduction. 1 
planation, Text, Application, Teaching Suggestions, a 1 
Special Features. Ed. by Horace R. Weaver. Paper, $2 1

VICTORIOUS LIVING
Dr. Jones succeeded so well in this boc 
that it is as relevant and popular tod.

as it was when first published. It is (1) \ 
book of daily devotions for personal, grou 
or family use (2) The studies are in groups 
of seven for use by. weekly study classes 

(3) The subject matter is a continuous who-• 
so that it may be read as an ordinary book. 

E. Stanley Jones Paper, $2.25

A challenging admonition tVriiake the church's ministr; 
more effective in the field of mental health by applying 
insights from pastoral psychology to the major dimen 
sions of the church's programs. The church is challenge! 
to meet the "heart-hungers” of its members. Original!' 
published as Menial Health Through Christian Comma 
nity. Howard J. Clinebell, Jr. Paper, $2.95
DON’T PARK HERE
C. William Fisher relates interesting facts about little 
known and well-known people. Figures involved includi 
Louis Braille, Madame Schumann-Heink, Enrico Caruso 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, et al. A fast-moving message o 
hope. Useful to pastors and churWl-school teachers 
Paper, $1.50

Order from your 
Baptist Book Store 
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