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james I. gebhart: 
the magical missionary 

by tim mcholas
Starr County, Texas, which borders 

Mexico, is what some would call deso­
late—there is one shopping center in 
the whole county and no, dentists at all. 
There are plenty of mesquite trees, 
prickly pear cactus (ranchers have to 
plow them up to make cattle range), 
and rattlesnakes—more rattlers than 
people. About 18,000 people live in the 
ranch count ry. but ev^n t he U.S. govern­
ment doesn’t kncNv tne exact popula­
tion. Many are known only by the big 
ranchers who Employ them. The 98 
percent who are Latin Americans live 
in ranch villages belonging to the 
ranchers who have owned the land for 
generations. The Latins are almost a 
lost generation—al least, out of sight.

This is the beat of missionary James 
L. Gebhart. Until recently he pastored 
no church, had no regular congrega­
tion. and had none of the usual church 
organizations in his ministry. He uses 
his environment—isolation, heat, lack 
of facilities—Io perform his ministry. 
Operating out of Rio Grande City, pop­
ulation 6.000, a metropolis by ranch 
country standards, Gebhart can make 
a ministry out of a water fountain.

James L. Gebhart, his wife Dot and 
their four children came Io Texas to 
pilot a program of ranch ministries in 
1965. No one could tell him how to do 
it because no one had ever done it be­
fore. He became a sort of circuit rider, 
ministering as he could where he found 
the need.

Reared in Alabama, Gebhrftl’s flair 
for public relations and his cowboy 
boots image mix to form an easy style 
of ministry which tells the gospel mes­
sage and wins friends.

Gebhart works as part of the mission 
effort of the Magic Valley Association, 
under appointment by the Home Mis­
sion Board and the Baptist General

He can turn an ordinary water fountain into a ministry.
Convention of Texas. He serves with 
James Hatley, missions associate for 
the association.

He also serves as pastor of the San 
Isidro Baptist Church.

Robert Smith, area secretary for 
Texas Baptists, leads mission work in 
Magic Valley and Lower Rio Grande 
Valley associations, covering four 
counties. Smith sees the work of Geby 
hart as part of their total effort with 
300.000 to" 400,000 people in the Rio 
Grande area.

“It's hard to get a firm hold on this 
type of work," Smith says. “It is anan- 
tangible, but we are seeking to provide 
some systematic ministry with meas­
urable results."

The one shopping center in Starr 
County is near Gebhart's backyard and 
it had no water fountain for people 
who sometimes traveled a long way to 
shop. He told some friends the problem 
and a woman gave money to install a 
water fountain, over which he placed a 
sign making biblical reference to living 
water, and "for this water push this 
button."

Gebhart asked the center’s owner if 
he could help the center by provid­
ing it with benches. The benches, built 
by a visiting BSU group, are also used 
as a permanent witness: signs in Eng­
lish and Spanish tell of local church 
services, and gospel tracts are avail­
able from the backs of the benches.

Rio Grande City, besides being the 
only place to shop, is the only place 
youngsters could go for Halloween 
treats. One Halloween, over 700 chil­
dren came by his house in a little over 
an-hour from as much as 14 miles away 
in the ranch country.

Gebhart knew he could not get to 
all these kids by auto—sometimes he 
would ride for miles down a dirt road 

that would end up at a dry water l.»nk. 
So he had a barnstorming brainsh m. 
By plane he could find almost inar.i es- 
sible homes and drop packages of gifts 
on the ranches.

Supplied through a program called 
"Christmas in August" (sponsored by 
Woman's Missionary Union) where 
Baptist youth groups gather and send 
Christmas gifts to missionaries in the 
month of August so they can be distrib­
uted by Christmas, Gebhart, who re­
cently made his solo flight, dropped 
150 "bombs" on remote ranches last 
December. The bombs, consisted of 
soap, washcloths, toothpaste, tooth­
brushes, combs, handkerchiefs, socks, 
candy, gum, and plastic toys: some­
thing for the entire family. Also the 
bombs included gospel tracts telling 
the Christmas story and applications 
for correspondence Bible studies: sev­
eral people have signed up.

Dropped in large plastic bags. ihe 
bombs almost float down. “Some ol 'he 
kids actually catch them," said ( ••b- 
hart. "When we fly over, ever} me 
comes out to see the plane," he ad ed. 
“A low flying plane in this part of he 
country is a little odd. especially ne 
dropping bombs."

One of the first funerals Qeb art 
conducted was for a Catholic man ho 
had been a recipient of a Chris' as 
package and a visitor to one of 1 b- 
hart's mini-Bible schools, led by cal 
laymen. *

"Indigenous missions." he call it- 
Another vehicle for reaching p< ;>le 

is Gebhart's mobile^lental clinic, he 
program, called "Concern for Pe< >" 

conh ‘ed

cUu“?E%sA,’,fiUEL^/!
Pero para beberestaaguaoppima e,

People lake a drink al fountain < •fa- 
hurt arranged to have installed al S irr 
County’s only shopping center.
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GEBHART /continued

Wetcome to STAPP COUNTY
SAN ISIDRO BAPTIST CHURCH

^H/e^ccmc ~fo PIO

(above) Even a bench in a 
shopping centi9‘ can become 
a medium for communication 
of the gospel message. 
Built by a BSl-Sgroup 
working with Gebhart, the 
benches advertise for 
churches ... | left | A fen- 
clustered buildings comprise 
an entire community where 
sometimes the only visitor is 
Gtdduirl... | below j (lebhart's 
plane makes a "bomb" run. 
lie drops packages bf toys 
and useful items to isolated

N82i7S
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GEBHART /CONTINUED

A voltinh.-t.T dentist 
checks the teeth of'a 
patient in the mobil 
dental clinic which 

(lebharl nuined 
‘Concern for People."

MOBIL DENTAL CIM

Starr (Jounty. Texas

when < lehharl'a mobil 
dental clinic goes out

Magic Valley Association includes 49 
churches, divided half and half be­
tween Spanish-speaking and English. 
One church is sponsored entirely by the 
association.

Summer is the time for the most in­
tensive mission effort using groups 
from up-state churches for Bible 
schools. In the four-county area last 
summer over 30,000 kids were enrolled 
in-200 Bible schools often held in the 
seven tents the area churches own.

Much of this is part of and similar to 
the River Ministry all along the Fio 
Grande, where Texas Baptists on c ne 
side and the Mexican Baptists on >'he 
other side have joined for extens ve 
mission projects.

Robert Smith, Texas Baptists' a ea 
secretary, said his area had helpec to 
build nine buildings in the past I ve 
years across the river in Mexico, al in 
“cooperation with the foreign i> s- 
sionaries on the other side.”

The Magic Valley Baptist Associa1 in 
extends a strong mission effort Jow rd 
the Pan American University at E< n- 
burg and its 6,200 students. The I p- 
tist Student Union this year enro ad 
one of the largest (181) groups of u- 
dents in Bible study at any non-Bap st 
college. Part of the results are the 16 
professions of faith reported on ie 
campus this year. 

has a 12-fool trailer given by a church 
in Kingsville, Tex., and equipment 
from a dental supply house in Louisi­
ana. Traveling into the ranch country 
about twice a month, or whenever a 
dentist will donate his time, the clinic 
charges no fees, but encourages dona­
tions for equipment. Volunteer dentists 
come as much as 500 miles to work in 
thi clinic.

We give people who come to the 
ebnic for the first time a packet from 
th> American Bible Society ami a paper 
e> plaining why we have the clinic— 
th •:! we love the Lord and are con». 
ci ned for them," said Gebhart.

>ne of Gebhart’s ministries was 
b1 n out of Beulah, the devastating 
h. ricane that blasted the Texas coast 
ii 1967. Subsequent flooding in Ca- 
n' go, Mexico, just across the river. 
s' ' refugees surging into Rio Grande 
( ■ doubling the population. Author- 
>' ■. forced to house people in schools, 

rches. and armories, had nothing 
I them to do while they waited to 
'• rn to their homes.

W sides serving as an interpreter for 
Cross personnel. Gebhart went 

*' school to church showing his 
1,1 ger library of filmstrips and play- 
'* 'panish tapes for flood victims. The 
" * was such a success that he con- 
,l! (I his film ministry.

■ received three Christian Spanish 
1*1 s from the Southern Baptist Radio 
an' I'V Commission and regularly has 

showings on ranches. He lakes his 
"Gospel Roai|runner." a Volkswagen 
van with a bird stenciled on the side 
with a Bible uhder its wing, and sets up 
the movie screen oh top.' "Il’s like a 
drive-in theater. Many people will sit 
in their cars and trucks watching the 
movies." Gebhart said.

"For many, it is the first time they’ve 
heard the plan of salvation. Since it’s 
explained subtly in an entertaining 
film and not in a Protestant church, 
there is no jeopardy or antagonism for 
them from their priests." Gebhart ex­
plained.

"The ranchers invite I heir friends Io 
the film showings—like the Tupper­
ware parties. And we're almost always 
invited Io come back," fie added.

Some of the people who slay in their 
cars do so because of the rattlers and 
bugs, bugs of numberless variety. "One 
of the sponsors in a visiting youth 
group was a fanatic on bugs, particu­
larly roaches and ants, so he brought 
all kinds of poison with him. He also 
brought a little professional spray out­
fit." He left it with Gebhart who now 
goes to ranches Io exterminate for 
free. "If you can help them physically, 
you can gel closer Io them,” he said.

Gebhart and his wife Dol, among the 
first to attend the Spanish language 
school in Texas for Southern Baptist 
missionaries, are h community family. 
Dot is a past Parents, Teachers Asso­
ciation president; he's band booster

Gebhart (f«r righl| and his wife Dol 
Ifor left) visit a rum h country family. 
A mu/or purl of the ministry is Io visit 
isolali'd fumdu-.s I

president. Gebhart is ministerial repre­
sentative to the Office of Economic 
Opportunity, was local chairman of 
interdenominational Spil Stewardship 
Week, and received recognition recent­
ly from Woodmen of the World for his 
work with scouting and the community 
as a whole.

Gebhart will try anything to get Io 
know the people. A 50-mile hike with 
his Boy Scout troop helped him make 
many new friends. "Hey, my aunt lives . 
up there," a boy would shout towards 
an area which looked uninhabited and 
which resulted in a cool glass of water 
and another point of contact.

Between showing films, exterminat­
ing. dentistry, civic affairs, monthly 
clothing distribution (about 180 people 
per month get clothing along with a 
gospel message), and visiting ranches, 
some might wonder when Gebhart has 
lime to "minister."

"This is my ministry." said Gebhart. 
"Io know the people and try Io provide 
for their needs here.

“We feel like John the Baptist in the 
wilderness." he added, "except where 
it says in the Bible Io go into the high­
ways and hedges, it ought Io be trans­
lated to go into the cactus and mes­
quite."0
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glossolalia: creative 
sound or destructive fury 

bywatsone. mills
Utterance with tongues is the 
speech of angels in which the 
secrets-of the heavenly world 
are revealed. Wilhelm Bousset

A.mong the weird, esoteric "happen­
ings" within the church today, one dis­
covers a muUjfaceted variety of phe­
nomena such as spiritism, mysticism, 
a return Io Eastern religions, mental 
telepathy and demon possession. But 
perhaps no single recent development 
has caused such a stirring among the 
ranks of Christians as the phenomenal 
rise of glossolalia or "speaking in 
tongues."

When an Episcopalian clergyman. 
Norton Kelsey, in 1963 predicted that 
some two or three million Americans 
would have the experience of tongue­
speech in this century alone, many 
mainstream Protestants would not 
even “hear" what he was saying. The 
blurb in Time magazine in 1964, which 
described glossolalia as "one of the 
fastest growing fads in American 
churches" went virtually unnoticed. 
But in 1972, no one doubts the preva­
lence of tongue-speaking.

For some, speaking in longues is a 
sign that God is still at work in the 
world; for others, the movement 
smacks of an over-sentimentalized 
Christianity which hasJittle or no rela­
tionship to the real world; still others 
see glossolalia as a genuine threat to 
orderly worship and episcopal author­
ity. Increasingly, from the relatively 
uninformed layman to the sophisti­
cated research scholar, everybody 
seems to have an opinion about 
tongue-speech.

Indeed, there is little indifference. Il 
is becoming more and more apparent 

that communication between the glos- 
solaliac and the non-glussolaliac is 
strained, if present at all. And from 
every indication, the breach is widen­
ing every day. Already, numerous peo­
ple have been hurt or alienated, as 
have entire denominations.

The Christian faith is indeed being 
shaken at its very foundation. Perhaps 
the time i^Wvell at hand whea each 
Christian should become willing to in­
vest the necessary effort Io become 
carefully informed about this critical 
issue. Speaking out of emotion* or ig­
norance simply won’t get the job done.

In the New Testament there are three 
books which contain specific refer­
ences To speaking in tongues. The gos­
pel of Mark (16:17) is the only one of 
the four gospels to mention the phe­
nomenon. The writer of the-vbook "of 
Acts refers to tongue speaking specifi­
cally at three points (2:1-13; 10:44-48; 
19:6) and possibly a fourth (8:14-19). 
The only detailed discussion of glosso­
lalia is to be found in I Corinthians 
12-14 where Paul examines this "gift” 
in some detail.

Unfortunately, the Markan reference 
is part of the longer ("spurious") end­
ing of the second gospel—an ending 
that was added by laler writers. Thus, 
(his reference cannot be used Io indi­
cate the fact that Jesus spoke in 
tongues nor that he promised such an 
experience to those who chose to be 
his followers. Interestingly enough, 
the references in Acts are related to the ■ 
initial faith-experience of new Chris­
tian converts. In each case, the glosso-. 
lalia is related to the "receiving of the 
Holy Spirit.” As in his gospel, so in 
Ads, Luke's purpose is to proclaim thal 
salvation is in Jesus Christ; indeed, 
salvation was the burden of the apos­

tolic preaching in general. Just .s 
surely as Luke’s intention was to pi >- 
claim God’s salvation and to witness 
to that reality, so he was convinced 
that the witness of the Holy Spirit was 
the ultimate validation of that salv.i- 
tion. In Luke's view, it was a young 
Christian community empowered by 
God's Spirit that would be the instru­
ment through which would flow this 
proclamation of the Christian gospel.

The very heart of the New Testa­
ment discussion of speaking in tongues 
is found in the Pentecost narrative in 
Acts, for the "gift" was given al the 
time the Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon the infant church.

Despite the various ways of regard­
ing speaking in tongues, what Luke 
says in Acts 2 is really clear enough. 
In fact most (though not all) inter­
preters believe that Luke represents 
the tongues on the day of Pentecost >n 
have been understandable languages 
of some kind. There is a miracle i - 
volved, however, according to Luka, 
either in the speaking or the hearing >r 
perhaps both. Thus these Jewish p i- 
grims of various linguistic pedigrt s 
could understand, each in his own i - 
five language, what was being said y. 
those upon whom the Spirit of God « .s 
coming. Luke chooses to emphasize i e 
understanding, but, unfortunate . 
does not tell the reader how this und - 
standing was possible.

In Luke's rriind, then, what is spe. - 
ing in tongues in the context of Acts !? 
It appears thi^it is the effort to expr s 
the inexpressible: the indwelling of 'fj 
Spirit of God in the lives of men. Tl it 
is to say, when the gospel mess; e 
sank home Io a responsive heart, or ■- 
nary human language was too resli - 
five" to express the emotions that w< e 

continu 1
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GLOSSOLALIA /CONTINUED

aroused; therefore the believer might 
break forth in a kind of ecstatic speech. 
These may have been intelligible 
words or phrases, such as "Jesus is 
Lord" (I Cor. 12:3) or "abba. Father" 
(Rom. 8:15-1,6; Gal. 3-6). Other sounds 
were not recognizable asAtfords'at all. 
At other times, there/were inward 
groanings in sighs "too deep for words" 
(Rom. 8:23, 8:26). Al anv rate, it is not 
legitimate for Chrislian\jo write off 
these phenomena as mere jibberish or 
"spiritual tyghs." The speaker was not 
necessarily "out of control." Neither 
was he only in an emotional debauch. 
Rather, for the believer, these mani-. 
festations indicated the overwhelming 
power and presence of the Spirit of 
God in his life.

Again, in Acts 10:44-46 Luke pre­
sents Peter a's.hyving received instruc­
tions from the Spirit (Acts 10:19) to go 
to Cornelius. Peter reluctantly goes 
and proclaims to him the good news, 
and we are told that the Holy Spirit' 
“fell" on all who heard the word and 
the experience subsequently produced 
in them the effects of Pentecost, that is. 
glossolalia. Il iM l^Os, crucial Io notice 
that the speaking in tongues occurs in a 
context wher>the gospel is breaking 
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through the Gentile barrier. In Luke's 
mind perhaps glossolalia was an im­
portant link in the affirmation of Christ 
as Lord, since glossolalia had over­
turned Jewish particularism and glos­
solalia opened4he young community Io 
the reception of their Gentile brothers.

Similarly, the incident of speaking in 
tongues at Ephesus (Acts 19:4-6) was 
Luke's way of indicating that God's 
approval rested upon the experience of 
the people there. Ephesus was known 
as a center of Greek and pagan culture 
and Luke saw the gospel's "penetra­
tion" there as but another evidence of 
the Spirit of God shattering the barrier 
of Jewish particularism.

Thus, speaking in tongues in Acts 
can be understood only through the 
eyes of the author. In light of the em­
phasis placed upon the role of I he 
Spirit in the early Christian community 
and in the light of Luke's approach Io 
the problem of Jewish isolationism, 
glossolalia shoyld be seen as a legiti­
mate example o/ the way God works 
through Christian pioneers Io the efd 
that all men might come into the circle 
of the redeemed. The phenomenon is 
an objective manifestation of l^e 

power of God's Spirit as it filled (!se 
Christians, giving them the req ,jl(. 
power for their mission.

Paul discusses tongues in the co eq 
of his exhortation “concerning irj. 
tua.l gifts” and their importance I ih(. 
body, of Chrisl. He suggests . hal 
longue-speaking is a gift of the j(|v 
Spirit, but al the same time one \ ijcfo 
is subordinaled to the gifts of pro| »(:v 
or speaking with understanding | oi, 
14:1,'5, 6-9). It appeared that llu <k:. 
tualism caused by tongue-speaki: in 
the Corinthian church prompted uul 
to implement strict disciplinary i- as- 
ures (I Cor. 14:26-33). In chaple i;j. 
Paul indicates Io the Corinlhia: . ., 
"more excellent way"—the way of i \e. 
He urges them lo embrace this gill ,iul 
to “put away childish things" (I or. 
13:11).

Paul in no way presents a thorough, 
descriptive analysis of the nature ind 
value of glossolalia; on the contrary lit­
is content Io dehl paslorally with die 
problem in Corinlh since the "spirqnal 
ones" have over-emphasized glossola­
lia to the neglect of prophecy in the 
vernacular.

Moreover, one gets the impression 
when reading Paul on the subject of 

gio: ilalia that he would like Io have 
ent -raged the Corinthians to put 
ask this gift completely. Instead, he 
trie tactfully to let them know that 
ton e-speaking is only a peripheral 
Chi tian experience, and Ihal other 
ma. estations of Christian faith and 
life :e more wholesome.

W ile there have been scattered in- 
sl.i es of speaking in tongues 
ihi ighout church history.'it was not 
uni., the late 17th century Ihal glotssol- 
ali .ccurred among numerous people, 
of -my single locality. 'In southern 
Fr.u >e. the Cevenols. who lived under 
the strain of severe persecution, did 
ha>. ecstatic experiences that included 
tongue-speech. In the 19th century, a 
second jnajor, outburst occurred in 
England. The followers of the move­
ment. known as Irvingiles. gathered 
around the famous Scottish Presbyter­
ian pastor, Edward Irving, even though 
strangely enough he himself never re­
ceived the gift of tongues.

Several Pentecostal revivals sprang 
up in the United States just after the 
turn of the 20th century. The earliest 
recorded instance of tongue-speech in 
this country was in Topeka. Kans., in 
1961. when the baptism of the Spirit 
fell upon Agnes N. Ozman. then a 
student at the Bethel Bible College. 
From-Kansas the movement spread to 
Missouri and Texas and further east­
ward. By 1906. longue-speaking was 
being practiced in Los Angeles. Jt was 
hen that the movement truly began to 
lak. on international proportions, with 
the nirlh of 26 new churches, conlri- 
bul- ig to a total of more than two mil­
lion members.

N -I many years ago. glossolalia 
cot. I be relegated to the rear ranks of 
Ch Jendom by mainstream Proles- 
lan That is Io say, until only recently. 
SP' ing in tongues was confined 
ah’ si exclusively Io Pentecostal 
chi lies. In fact, the first general no­
lle. .f the penetration of glossolalia 
ini- he old line churches came in April 
of 'GO when Dennis Bennett, then 
1’0' r of a suburban Episcopal church 
ni n Nuys. Calif., confessed Io his

-galion Ihal he spoke in longues. 
His mfession merely marked the first 
l,ul instance of the movement with­
in "higher" churches; in reality. 
Ion --speech had been occurring in 
pri\ p for sonU! time. Almost imme- 
'•ia1 .. reports of similar experiences

Io crop up elsewhere dating 
is far as the '50's, perhaps pre­

viously unreported because of fear of 
denominational censure and because 
of a general uncertainly about the 
validity of the experience itself. Less 
than four years after Bennett's "con­
fession:" members in California of Ihe 
Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship 
International (FGBMFI) were claiming 
that over 11 percent of alj Episco­
palians, Presbyterians, and Baptists 
had experienced “the baptism of Ihe 
Spirit." The figure is no doubt a gross 
exaggeration but still there can be little 
doubt that the advance of the move­
ment has been nothing short of miracu­
lous. Notwithstanding the strongly- 
worded warnings of denominational 
leaders and even in some cases the dis­
missal of pastors from their parishes, 
Ihe longue movement has continued 
to grow. Today, for example. Logos 
magazinri boasts a circulation of more 
than 80,000.

.Another organization which is par­
ticularly interested in glossolalia is the 
Blessed Trinity Society of Van Nuys. 
Calif., which was started by a group of 
Episcopalians^Bet ween 1962 and 1966 
this organization published a hand­
some, slick magazine entitled Trinity 
of which Jean Stone was- editor. The 
magazine enjoyed wide distribution 
among Ihe historic denominations of 
Protestantism. Il consisted mainly of 
testimonials that were aimed at prov­
ing tongues Io be more than just an­
other religious fad.

By far the most common groups in 
which longue-speech flourishes are the 
small Holy Spirit fellowships Ihal have 
sprung up throughout Cthristendom. 
Usually these groups are small and rel­
atively unstructured in nature. Along 
with speaking in longues, there may 
often be other kinds of prayer, testi­
monials. and singing.

There has been considerable support 
from whal might be termed "inlellec- 
lual sophistication." Obviously, Io ihe 
Pentecostals and Ihe Neo-Pentecostals 
alike, this is a matter of some pride. 
Time magazine, for example, has re­
ferred to glossolalia-groups on the 
campuses at Yale and Princeion. To 
Ihe chagrin of many old-line churches, 
these are obviously not hotbeds of 
fundamentalism! A 1963 graduate 
from Stanford indicated that from 15 
Io 20 students participated regularly 
in glofiolaliac meetings on Ihal cam­
pus—partly because this afforded them 
a chance "to be loving." At Princeton 
Seminary 55 students look pari in a 

prayer group meeting where glossola­
lia was practiced.

At Yale, for example, there were 
Episcopalians. Presbyterians, and 
Methodists. Of those surveyed, five had 
received Phi Beta Kappa Keys.

When, in 1963. the FGBMFI initiated 
a series of seminars, few, if any. of thg 
leadership expected that by 1971 the 
convention would boast a registration 
of more than 7.000. Adherents to the 
glossolalia-movement are to be found 
in almost every country in the world, 
since in recent years the movement has 
literally "jumped" the oceans due Io 
the intense missionary activities of Ihe 
glossolaliacs. A psychologist at the 
University of California, who ques­
tioned more than 350 glossblaiiacs. 
concluded that there are 40 denomina­
tions involved in the new outbreak 
of longues. The glossolaliac movement 
gains increasing confidence as time 
passes. The publications of the FGB­
MFI are loaded with "Horatio Alger" 
types of stories in which common folk 

‘"are catapulted into lives full of expres­
sion and meaning. Such is a far cry 
from the impoverished Pentecoslalism 
of yesterday.

The emerging "Neo-Pentecoslalism" 
knows no denominational boundaries. 
This charismatic revival is sweeping 
across denominational lines and is 
making significant inroads into Cathol­
icism. Perhaps Ihe best discussion of 
Catholic involvement may be found in 
Ranaghan and Ranaghan. Cotho/ic 
Pentecostals' (1969) and As the Spirit 
Lends Us (1971).

While its supporters often point Io 
Ihe great blessings of tongue-speaking, 
its opponents argue that disunity and 
factionalism are inevitably the result. 
Denominational leaders have not 
known what to do with the movement, 
since within Ihe ranks of most major 
groups are those who support and 
those who oppose glossolalia.

If the movement were an isolated 
occurrence with neither biblical nor 
historical justification, it would be a 
simple matter for Christendom to rele­
gate Ihe practice Io the rear ranks. Bui 
such is not the case, since both the bib­
lical narrative and church history make 
it impossible to deny ihe phenomenon. 
In fact, glossolalia is not an exclusively 
Christian phenomenon. Speaking in 
tongues was practiced for many years 
by Ihe prophets of Ihe ancient religions 
of the Near East.

The practice is often seen in the 
continued
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GLOSSOLALIA /CONTINUED

larger context of ecslaticism, and once 
this assimilation is made, tongue­
speech takes its place in a long line of 
religious phenomena in which the dev­
otee is given Io such conditions as 
trances, hypnotic states, or extreme 
euphoria followed by or accompanied 
with such behavior as dancing, shout­
ing, whirling, jerking, and prostration.

Throughout Christendom, the result 
of speaking in tongues is the same. For 
the sincere glossolaliac, the experience 
is meaningful and has definite spiritual 

value. For his brother in Christ who 
does not speak in tongues, the phe­
nomenon brings divisiveness, emotion­
alism, and a disregard for the ordered, 
sacramental theology of the church. So 
while some Christians want to culti­
vate glossolalia,because it is a much-to- 
be-desired signal of charismatic re­
newal within the church, others with 
equal vigor want to avoid it as nothing 
more than an escape which frees the 
Christian from the more exacting de­
mands of "cross-bearing." Unsympa­

thetic estimates of the significan of 
glossolalia often reflect a degn of 
impatience and immaturity on the >art 
of the critics that is not substani i||y 
different from that which they so ad- 
ily attribute to the glossolaliacs.

As could be expected, many ave 
suffered already because of a ge. iind 
lack of understanding of this cor >lex 
problem. Both those who f. ster 
tongue-speaking and those who -he- 
menfly oppose it are often'found .no- 
rant of carefully informed oph ons 
about this highly emotive subject, his 
kind of atmosphere readily breeds ash 
reactions that can ultimately only < im­
age the unity of the church and weaken 
the charismatic revival which so n my 
people today are heralding.

Perhaps the most disheartening ef­
fect of glossolalia is that all too often 
when a nonparlicipant rejects ihe 
movement, he not only rejects speak­
ing in tongues and his Christian broth­
er who practices it, but he also rejects 
any legitimate role in his life for the 

^Holy Spirit. That is to say, many who 
would flatly reject glossolalia would 
want to leave room in their own Chris­
tian lives for a meaningful role for the 
Holy Spirit, Tragically, often those 
who vehemently repudiate glossolalia 
are in effect ruling out the possibility 
of a changed, power-filled and com­
mitted life through God’s Spirit.

While most Christians are aware of 
the internal relevance of the Spirit, 
they do not recognize the Spirit’s pres­
ence, in ecstatic utterances. Those who 
speak in tongues often have an un­
canny ability to force the rest of Chris­
tendom to give definite content Io the 
concept of the Holy Spirit—though 
it remains to be seen what practical 
bearing such a "Spirit-theology" iay 
have upon Christian living. Coul i it 
be that somehow God is at work i all 
the "noise" of the glossolaliac gi illy 
nudging those of us in the “s ent 
majority" to once again respon Io 
that deep human need to “talk a out 
God?" Could it be that today's ch- 
nological man “come of age" is ca ghl 
in a society which teaches him Io up- 
press such unscientific and illi- cal 
speech that makes God approach, tie? 
Does he reject the glossolaliac ven 
more fervently since**this man has 
chosen to flout western culture ind 
vent his basic need anyway?

It's almost as if a "counter cub re" 
is developing within the ranks of C; is- 
lendom. The return to Ihe emph sis 

up. i eastern religions, spiritualism, 
me al telepathy, and mysticism may 
be <arls of the same fabric which 
sm ks of revolution within the ranks 
of e all loo often ordered and institu­
te lized church. It remains Io be seen 
if e emerging "counter-culture" is a 
bh -ing or a curse. Is God working 
thi igh this movement to breathe new 
lift nlo the church or are these expon­
ent s the result of the complex and 
dr inding times in which We live? 
Oi v lime will lell.

The question of the validity of glosso- 
■ laii.i is indeed a moot question. Like 
it or not, charismatics are with us. 
Tht need that does remain, however, is 
becoming more pressing daily: what is 
the basis for a Christian reaction Io the 
movement on Ihe part of one who does 
not speak in tongues? Is it too late for 
a spirited discussion of the various po­
sitions regarding the significance of 
tongues instead of simply a fiery rejec­
tion and more factionalism? That is, is 
it possible for the non:participnnl to 
somehow "gel inside" his glossolaliac 
brother and see firsthand what’s going 
on? Whal is his world like? How does 
he view the church? How does Ihe 
Holy Spirit fit into all this sound and 
fury? Is it the case that beyond the 
sometimes repugnant external form 

.of tongue-speech questions of abiding 
significance are being raised? If Paul 
himself did not forbid the practice, can 
we is sincere, committed Christians do 
les - Underneath the veneer which is 
often ugly and chaotic Io the det/iched 
critic. is there something lurking that 
ha worth? Perhaps so.

! rst. non-participants should be cer- 
lai that the term "Pentecostal" or 
”N’ .-Pentecostal" is not synonymous 
w . that of “glossolalia." Many Penle- 
co il ministers have already left their 
ch. ches Io return Io Ihe "old-line" 
<li .ininations. Some of these minis- 
le have experienced glossolalia, 
ol ;s have not. Many of those who 
re iin believe that a far more impor- 
*a result of the "baptism of the Holy 
$1 it" Is a changed, power-filled, and 
11 fitted life that is orienteil toward

ig something" for the sake of God. 
ten the strongest objections to 

nl olalia are brought in terms like 
•h. ■: "Tongue-speech threatens Ihe

• and authority of the local church." 
hi sn’t il true that institutional sur- 
vi' ought never to be Ihe church's 
fi* concern? Rather the "company of 
•h' ommitted" ought to be concerned 

that the church be an authentic chan­
nel for God’s activity in Ihe world. 
Thus, the most important question for 
Ihe church is not whether il threatens 
the institutional structure, but whether 
glossolalia itself is a legitimate expres­
sion of Ihe power and presence of the 
Holy Spirit in a human life.

Many who speak in tongues are. in 
fact, deeply committed to the reality 
of the presence of God in their lives. 
There seems to be a desperate sense of 
"quest" or "searching" for a symbpl 
which will somehow adequately ex­
press one’s sincerity. The difficulty 
arises, of course, when the majority of 
Christians reject both Ihe glossolaliac 
and the symbol which he chooses, forc­
ing him to become withdrawn, defen­
sive and even hostile. Yet, the ones 
who speak in tongues have a way of 
making their point: every Christian is 
obligated Io give a significant place to 
the concept of Ihe Spirit in-his life. And 
so. Ihe n<m-glossolaliac may denounce 
vehemently the form Ihe symbol lakes, 
but how can he attack the reality which 
is behind it? And so perhaps one posi­
tive factor cominft from the glossola­
liac revival is that these folks have 
prodded Ihe remainder of Christendom 
Io elaborate specifically upon its con­
cept of Ihe Holy Spirit since tongue­
speech is often rejected in tolo. Indeed 
the lime is long past that Christians 
should think definitely and concretely 
about what il means morally and so­
cially Io talk about "God’s presence 
through His Spirit."

Some regard glossolalia as. nothing 
more than a loud protest to Ine some­
times cold, impersonal form which the 
institutional church has acquired in 
terms of its practice of worship. Still 
others see the movement as a protest 
against over-intellectualized and over- 
organized Christianity. But regardless 
of how Ihe non-parlicipants view Ihe 
charismatic revival, these brothers in 
Christ are teaching us that there must 
be more'room for spontaneity in wor­
ship-more opportunity for worship­
pers themselves Io become involved in 
what is going on.

The resurgence of glossolalia in this 
century may divulge a need far deeper 
than we are willing Io admit. Since il 
is no longer "acceptable" to talk about 
God becmjse of certain cultural and 
technological advances, glossolalia 
may be one pullet that some are choos­
ing to vent this basic need, apparently 
disregarding the culturally imposed 

consequences. How far would you or I 
be willing to go, as non-partiejpants. in 
some other area Io demonstrate that 
"the old creature has passed away?" 

Obviously, glossolalia may arise out 
of a highly-charged emotional atmos­
phere. Some of those who speak in 
tongues are ultra-conservative, others 
are not. Consequently, Ihe usual reac­
tion is Io write off the entire movement 
as the product of some kind of psy­
chosis or neurosis which comes to Ihe 
surface during limes of crisis and stress. 
But such a cursory dismissal of the 
challenge of the new resurgence of 
speaking in tongues does not settle the 
question of what this new outburst 
signifies for the rest of Christendom.

Those who reject tongue-speaking as 
no longer relevant for the church ought 
to become secure enough to concede 
that glossolalia may attest Io a genuine 
experience: namely, that God's Spirit 
is dwelling in Ihe individual in power. 
The logical postulate of such a position 
would be that gradually Christendom 
would become willing Io accept the 
glossolaliac brother who is convinced 
that his particular symbol is adequate 
for hirfi.

The proponents of glossolalia muit 
also come to recognize that Ihe phe­
nomenon has been abused and is being 
abused in certain instances. Paul him­
self set down rules and limits for its 
future use. And so, those who speak in 
tongues must recognize that sometime 
the objections and fears are not ill- 
founded, and that he who chooses to 
speak in tongues must be willing Io 
accept the criticism which will inevita­
bly come. Similarly. Ihe glossolaliac 
must not ever expect all of Christen­
dom to speak in tongues: neither must 
he deny his brother in Christ the right 
to search for a different symbol Io ex­
press the same feeling.

Perhaps we are just now closing the 
door on the era of hostility and rejec­
tion. With the help of God and Ihe pa­
tience of the disciplined Christian life, 
we can move into a new era of dialogue 
and mutual acceptance. Out of such 
discussions, there could be no losers. 
Until that day finally dawns, we must 
be willing Io keep the phenomenon in 
perspective: neither Io forbid nor to 
force longue-speech, but rather Iq ex­
ercise mutual tolerance, understand­
ing. and Christian love. 0

Watson Mills is associate professor of philosophy 
and religion at Averett College in Danville. Va
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seventh-day adventists: 
always on Saturday 

by m. thomas starkes

iv being sent overseas: the first 
A enlist medical education center 
iv to be established in two years.

. >m that beginning. Adventists— 
n, o be confused with similar groups 
si. as Seventh-day Baptists and Mil- 
Ie.- tl Dawnists—have grown Io their 
pi enl numbers.

Ei.sic in comparing religious groups 
s source of authority. According to

Si . nth-day Adventists Anstver Qui.-s- 
ti. s on Doctrine. “Seventh-day Ad- 
vt lists hold the Protestant position 
th the Bible and the Bible'only is the 
si-.- rule of faith and practice for Chris- 
li.i.-s. .We believe that all theological 

.beliefs must be measured by the living 
word, judged by its truth, and whatso­
ever is unable Io pass this lest, or is 
found Io be out of harmony with its 
message,, is Io be rejected."

However. Seventh-day Adventists 
claim that Mrs. White had the gift of 
prophecy. They contend that her leach­
ings and writings harmonize with the 
Bible and are "inspired counsels from 
the Lord."

Seventh-day Adventists are Trinitar­
ians. i.e., they affirm the classical 
Christian statement of-lhe Godhead. 
And Jesus Christ is treated in his full­
ness and uniqueness.

One phrase, however, concerning

Christ's crucifixion "as a complete 
atonement for our sins." . sometimes 
confuses evangelical Christians.

Seventh-day Adventists' doctrine es­
pouses "investigative judgment." 
which discerns between forgiveness of 
sins and blotting out of sins. Any peni­
tent believer is forgiven, but his sins- 
“remain on the record until the judg­
ment."

Investigative judgment takes place 
years after death. Although Adventists 
affirm Christ's atoning role, a great 
degree of doubt and uncertainly results.

Evangelical Christians assert that 
God forgives and forgets sin upon 
repentance. continued

44 T want him Io come soon. Don’t
1 you?" On the Seventh-day Ad- 

• ventist television .program, “Faith for 
Today," the audience is asked this 
question. It indicates the importance 
all Adventists place on the imminent 
return of Jesus Christ.

Seventh-day Adventists are the most 
active and growing of the Adventist 
groups, numbering almost 400,000 in 
the United Slates and tpiadruple that 
number around the world.

With headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., Adventists have strategically di­
vided the world into 13 divisions—and 
their zealous missionaries are carrying 
the message of Adventism into all of 
them.

The future of Seventh-day Advent­
ism appears bright for three reasons: 
their personal moral lives, an active 
missionary force supported well by 
contributions, and a quasi-evangelical 
theology.

Nevertheless, current strength belies 
initial weakness. The Adventist move­
ment traces Io William Miller, born in 
the late eighteenth century in Low 
Hampton, N.Y.

Miller, a rational thinker who grew 
up in a Christian home, doubled Bible 
authenticity during early adulthood. 
For two years, he intensely studied 
Scripture. The result was fascination 
with apocalyptic literature, such a? 
Daniel and the Revelation.

In 1818. Miller concluded that "in 
about 25 years from that time all the 
affairs of our present state would be 

wound up." Hesitant about announc­
ing his startling conclusion, he Waited 
until 1831. Reinforced by more study, 
he ventured forth with the pronounce­
ment with such conviction the news 
swept New England.

Many Baptists and Methodists, 
among others, believed him. In 1834 
Miller became a Baptist minister, and 
soon afterward pinpointed Christ's re­
turn between March 21. 1843 and 
March 21, 1844.

When the date proved in error, most 
of Miller's followers left the movement. 
A recalculation slufted the Second 
Coming a few montns, and hundreds f 
of the remaining 75,000 "Millerites" 
sold their gbods and waited. Again 
nothing happened and the movement > 
almost suffocated. Miller lost creditil- 
ity and died a disappointed man.

Others, however, breathed in new 
life. One, Hiram Edson, proposed a 
"sanctuary theory," in which Christ 
first entered "the second apartment 
of that heavenly sanctuary" before 
coming to earth again.

Enough accepted this idea to propel^ 
the movement until 1845, when Joseph 
Bates, a former sea captain, became 
convinced Saturday was the proper 
sabbath for all Christians. He collected 
a following of "Seventh-day Baptists" 
in.New Hampshire.

Into this rough assembly stepped 
Ellen G. While, the wife of an Adventist 
minister and a "divinely-inspired 
prophetess." I

A Maine native, Mrs. White and her 
family in 1842 had heard and followed 
William Miller. Following the "Great 
Disappointment" of 1844, she had her 
first of hundreds of visions. Soon doz- | 
ens gathered to hear her prophecies. I

With charismatic, almost mystical | 
appeal, Mrs. Wh'ite fused the Millerites, I 
Bate's followers and her own group I 
into the nucleus of the Seventh-day I 
Adventist movement. The official I 
name was adopted in 1860.

In 1903, the headquarters became 
Washington, D.C. Already missionaries I

Pholos by Chei Brumley

14 hm/august 72
hm/august 72 15



Seventh-day Adventists believe firm­
ly that Christ is coming, perhaps today. 
"This, not man-made forces, will mark 
the end of the world. No man can pre­
dict when this will be but the church 
believes it is imminent. His coming will, 
be literal, physical, visible to all man­
kind."

Seventh-day Adventists are ofttfh ac­
cused of espousing "soul-sleep." A 
semi-official statement is, "At death 
man rests in the grave. He simply 
ceases to live until his restoration at 
the resurrection. In death he is neither 
tormented by the fires of hell nor taken 
to heaven." To support this view, Ec­
clesiastes 9:5 and John 5:28 are cited. 

For Adventists, the soul is simply 
another name for the entire individual. 
When Christ returns believers are 
given eternal life.

Adventists' stance on the sabbath is 
2X often misunderstood. To the label 
"legalist" or "Pharasaic," they answer. 
“The Church does not believe that 
anyone can gain salvation by keeping 
the Ten Commandments. Salvation 
is through faith in Christ by his grace 
....The converted man signifies his 
love for God by obedience."

Part of this obedience is sabbath­
keeping. For Seventh-day Adventists, 
only those who observe the seventh 

day as a day of worship will find Gt- 1's 
favor in “the last days."

Strong feelings about sabbath b- 
servance evolved because of Advt I- 
ists’ strict regard for the Ten C< n- 
mandments. Most of them would ap >■<* 
to this statement. “The Ten Comma <1- 
ments reveal God's will relating to 
moral conduct. These commandim Is 
are moral, unchangeable prece| s. 
binding on all men in adages....() 
dience of the law signifies one's a 
giance to and love for God."

Evangelical Christians place justil 'd 
emphasis on the matter of salvati n. 
So do Seventh-day Adventists. Bui 
heritage of Ellen G. While is proviso >- 

al, ot absolute salvation. She wrote, 
"Je: is has purchased redemption for 
us. t is ours: but we are placed here 
on robation to see if we will prove 
wo hy of eternal life." Adventist-in- 
flu :ced followers after Christ do not 
kn< v full pardon in this life. Even after 
de; i they must await the blotting out 
of! .eir sins before they know full for- 
gi\ less.

’I lis spirit of waiting for full pardon 
is c .ite unlike the reassuring joy which 
evi: igelicals know.

? mongSeventh-day Adventists, with 
the exception of the immediate ex­
penses of the local church, finances 
are pooled and sent to the local con- 
ference in which the church is situated. 
Adventists emphasize tithing, but fre­
quently, Adyentist members contribute 
above their tithe to support education 
or welfare work. Every sabbath school 
session includes mission reports and 
giving is encouraged.

Adventist theology of' mission is 
wrapped up in ministry to the whole 
man. "In the operation of its mission 
program the Church has sought first 
to give attention to the physical needs 
of men and then to provide spiritual 
aid. believing that body, mind and 
spirit are inextricably knit together. 
In so doing it follows the example of 
Christ."

Each year about 300 new Seventh­
day Adventist missionaries are as­
signed overseas posts. More than 9,000 

haw been involved since 1874. Mis­
sions have been established in almost 
200 nations and in almost a thousand 
lan jages. Total contributions amount 
to 170 million. Currently more than 
32.' )0 lay and clerical missionaries 
sei > throughout the world.

8 venth-day Adventists operate al- 
oio 300 medical stations, partially 
dui to their health message to the 
wo d. Their prophetess, Ellen G. 
Wl e, wrote: “The relation that exists 
be: een the mind and the body is very 
>nt ate. When one is affected, the 
01< sympathizes. The condition of 
■h’ nind affects the health to a far 
Rn^er degree than many realize. 
Mo of the diseases from which men 
su> are the result of mental depres- 
sio Not only are medical stations 
ma ained, but classes on personal 
antl (immunity health habits are also

al part of Adventist missionary

re than 300 separate Adventist 
Per licals and 80 books are published 

each year. Almost half of the $34 mil­
lion annual sales of Adventist literature 
is sold to non-Adveatists. Steps to 
Christ, a small book by Mrs. Ellen G. 
White, has sold more than ten million 
copies. The Bible Story, a ten-volume 
series by ArthurS. Maxwell, is popular. 
Liberty, a monthly journal slated for 
civic officials, has a circulation of more 
than half a million.

Since 1929 the "Voice of Prophecy" 
has been the denomination's official 
radio program; it is broadcast by more 

than 900 radio stations. "Faith for To­
day," the denomination's television 
program, is seen on almost 300 stations 
in North America.

Seventh-day Adventists' per capita 
giving is more than $235, the highest 
of all religious bodies. Their mis­
sionary thrust is part of their life-style, 
an integral part of their denomination.

The debate rages among non-Ad- 
ventists-Sis how to classify Adventist 
thought and practice. Some acknowl­
edge them as redeemed brethren and 
members of the "Body of Christ." But 
even while doingyso, they voice appre­
hension about the Adventist views of 
Sabbath-keepin’g and "investigative 
judgment."

Walter R. Martin', in The Truth About 
Seventh-day Adventism, argues that 
the group is a Christian denomination. 
He warns in another book. "This, of 
course, is not to be construed in any 
sense as an endorsement of the entire 
theological structure of Seventh-day 
Adventism.... But I believe it is only 
fair and ethical to consider both sides." 
tyfartin decrees that they are r|ot a cult, 
but a denomination.

Noeman F. Douty joins many evan­
gelical scholars who rebut Martin's 
thesis. Douty charges that Walter R. 
Martin was misled by Adventist leaders. 
The debate still rages.

Rather than having a "conservative 
evangelical" or "evangelical" theol­
ogy, Seventh-day Adventists are 
"quasi-evangelical."

This does not imply they are decep­
tive in their public presentation, rather 
they only appear to be evangelical on 
surface examination.

Two examples make this point. First. 
Adventists affirm the Bible to be God's 
written revelation inherently sufficient 
for every generation. In practice, how­
ever. the Writings of Ellen G. White 
are virtually equated with Scripture.

A second instance concerns atone­
ment. It is affirmed in Adventist doc­

trine that Jesus Christ died on the 
cross as "a complete atonement for 
our sin." However, closer examination 
reveals that, for Seventh-day Advent­
ists. Satan plays a major role in atone­
ment. Satan has the sins of the world 
placed upon his shoulders for a period 
of a thousand years as a type of scape­
goat for man's sins.

At least three lessons for evangelical 
Christians are immediately apparent, 
even on a summary examination of 
Seventh-day Adventism.

First, Adventists' missionary efforts 
are widely respected and accepted.

Per capita giving is evidence of a stim­
ulating and challenging missions pro­
gram and educational process. Part of 
the stated purpose of sabbath school 
is missionary education. The Adventist 
theology also relates missions to the 
whole man. Few nations react negative­
ly to a medical mission station inter­
ested in preserving lives. This interest 
grows from the Adventist view that 
man is a soul, not simply a being hav­
ing a soul. There is no cheap-grace 
"soul-winning" for them.

Second. Adventists wisely use their 
literature. From the ten-volume Bible 
Story to special periodicals for lawyers,’ 
Adventists show their ability to use the 
written page to subtly sell their brand 
of Christianity. Evangelicals have only 
begun to explore this field. When more 
evangelical denominations invest a 
major portion in specialized literature, 
the evangelical witness will be better 
heeded.

Third, Adventists emphasize healthy 
piety. Bible study and prayer does not 
necessarily produce in terms of minis­
try or personal growth. Mixed with 
concern for the whole man. Adventist 
piety produces in such areas as per­
sonal and public health. This is Chris­
tian discipleship with concern for the 
here-and-now.

Seventh-day Adventists represent an 
enigma. They appear in many respects 
to be mainline Protestant, in others, 
merely quasi-evangelical.

Nonetheless, evangelical Christians 
can learn about discipleship from this 
missionary and relevant group of 
Christians. The danger is that some 
will assume that emulation means 
complete endorsement. This need not 
be. Reserving the right to be selective 
and loving, evangelicals are learning 
to live with Adventist friends. 0_____

Starkes is secretary. Department of Interfaith Wit­
ness, HMB

16 hm/august 72
hm/august 72 17



Traditionally 
known as fallen

demons have been 
angels. A chief angel 

rebelled and introduced sin into a sin­
less universe. With him he drew a
large number of lower celestial beings 
(Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:4). These beings, 
known as demons, are believed Io be 
invisible but real spiritual beings. They 
roam the universe iyjder their leader. 
Satan. Satan is also called Beelzebub, 
prince of the demons (Mall. 12:24) and 
the dragon who has his angels (Rev. 
12:7). Biblical materials indicate that 
Satan has his demonic forces well or­
ganized like an army (Eph. 6:11, 12).

For many people, belief in demons is 
a part of mankind's nursery furniture. 
To ask the question, "Is this a demonic 
age?" would have seemed foolish to 
many “so-called" enlightened Chris­
tian theologians and lay people earlier 
in this century. The eleventh edition oL. 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, published 
in 1910, slated as much in its article on 
the devil. “It may be confidently af­
firmed that belief in Satan (and ob­
viously his demonic cohorts) is not now 
generally recognized as an essential 
article of the Christian faith, nor is it 
found to be an indispensable element 
of Christian experience." The article 

Obviously. Jesus accepted the reality 
of the demonic. According to Britan­
nica, however. Jesus either accommo­
dated himself to the primitive views of 
the lime or was limited in his knowl­
edge as a necessary condition of his 
incarnation. For early 20th century 
theologians, the demonic concept was 
a relic of ancient superstitions, forever 
faded out of existence under the strong 
clear light of reason and common sense.

The calmness of the period following 
1910 was interrupted by Iwo world 
wars. Then came the atomic bomb, 
Vietnam, political incredibility, the 

generation gap, the drug culture, ..nd 
pollution. The radical changes of the 
1960's were dramatized, in a theatrical 
way. when the musical Hair burst on 
America in 1967. Using astrological 
terms, it affirmed that the old age. the 
"Age of Pisces." was ending and the 
“Age of Aquarius" was dawning.

Aquarius is supposed to be a light, 
^airy sign characterized by aspirations 

and hope. Since the Bible, closely iden­
tified with the Establishment and the 

>Age of Pisces, is not in general favor, 
the religious sources are largely East­
ern in nature including the Chinese I 
Ching, Hindu Vedanta scriplures, and 
Zen Buddhist writings. American Indi- - 
an lore and astrological books are also 
popular.

In the early days of the hippie culture 
and the Aquarian Age. the main em­
phasis was on Utopian dreams of pi ice 
on earth and love. In the early 191 O’s, 
the visitor to the Haight-Ashbury area 
in San Francisco saw thousand: of 
long-haired flower children miing 
with gurus, astrologers, Hindu mys: cs. 
and soothsayers.

In recent years, however, a dr. .tjc 
change in outlook has taken p ce. 
Anton LaVey, head of a San Fraiji sco 
group known as the Church of S. an. 
said. "The Satanic Age started in i 66. 
That's when God was proclaimed c ad.
the Sexual Freedom League came ulo 
prominence, and the hippies devOl 
as a free sex culture."

Even though many theologians md 
lay people have miniarized the re ily 
and concept of personal evil forci •• 
has always remained a part of evai '.el- 
ical thought. But it receives rent' ed 
recognition in limes, when, like Io ay, 
we become aware of the depth nd 
power of evil. contii ied
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DEMONS /CONTINUED

In the 1940's. German theologians 
such as Karl Heim and Otto Piper were 
emphasizing the reality of demonic 
forces. Germany was known as a coun­
try of brilliance and achievement in 
the areas of science, philosophy and 
culture. These enlightened people had 
largely rejected the idea of the devil 
and Antichrist. But Nietzsche and later, 
Hitler shocked the Germans and all 
humanity out of their rationalistic 
slumber into a realisation of the depths 
of demonic poweY. Accompanying the 
Nazi take-over in Germany was a flood 
of occult and*Ynagical societies and 
movements as well as more explicit 
demonic activities.

An English professor and lay theo­
logian at Oxford University in England, 
C.S. Lewis, emphasized the work of 
personal forces of evil in his book en­
titled Screwtape Letters, published in 
1942. A famous . British philosopher, 
C.E.M. Joad, had been agnostic about 
personal supernatural powers and a 
personal God for 30 years. He had seen 
evil as being simply the result of eco­
nomic poverty and lack of education. 
In his well-known book God and Evil, 
Joad describes his change in perspec­
tive. He came to believe that the power 
of evil was so intensely real and per­
sonal that only a dynamic and person­
al spiritual power—God—could deliver 
man from these demonic forces.

Emil Brunner describes his own pil­
grimage and that of many others in 
similar terms. "It is just because our 
generation has experienced such dia­
bolical wickedness that many people 
have abandoned their former ‘enlight­
ened’ objections to the existence of a 
‘power of darkness,' and are now pre­
pared Io believd in Satan, as repre­
sented in the Bible." Dale Moody con­
tends that experience in both personal 

life and cultural life reveal actions that 
can be attributed neither to God nor to 
man. The horrors of the Nazi prison 
camps can hardly be harmonized with 
the character of honest and pious Ger­
man people whom one comes to know. 
And what about race riots among 
devout and decent people?

Significant achievements of science, 
such as television and the moving pic­
ture screen, can even be used as a tool

of demonic arousal and deception. Dr. 
Arnold Wilson of California, in his in­
terviews with people involved in witch* 
craft, found that their interest had 
been aroused by seeing the movie, 
Rosemary's Baby. The novel on which 
the movie was based sold over two 
and one half million copies. Anton La- 
Vey, who pla"yed the role of the devil in 
Rosemary’s Baby, states that the movie 
was the best paid commercial for Sa­
tanism since the Inquisition against 
witches conducted by the Medieval 
Church.

Is it not ironic that in 1969, ritual 
murder suggesting black magic was 
performed against Sharon Tate, the 
wife of Roman Polanski, director of 
Rosemary's Baby, and four others? 
The alleged killers, later apprehended, 
composed a mystical, magical sex cult 
called the “Manson family." Such a 
group was suspected since the Polan­
skis were alleged to have contacts with 
sex, drug, and witchcraft groups in the 
Los Angeles area. Sharon, eight-and- 
one-half months pregnant, was found 
nude, a breast cut off, and a black 
magic "X" cut on her stomach. Another 
victim had been brutally mutilated and 
had the "X" marks. The Polanskis, 
and many of their friends, were also 
deeply involved with Eastern mysti­
cism and spent long evenings reading 

the hexagrams of I Ching. Sharon \ as 
a student of black magic, vooc <o, 
astrology, and the occult arts. he 
neighbors reported that the Polan* is 
had parties involving altars and w|- e- 
robed people wearing animal mask

It is also revealing that a membi of 
the "Manson family." Charles D. “T x" 
Watson, was a young man who c. ne 
from a normal, so-called “Christi i," 
background. A former star athlete he 
had come under the dominance of 
drugs and demonic forces. In all at 
least 11 persons died as a result of 
Manson's demonic activities. Man. >n 
had announced (and perhaps believ d) 
that he was — simultaneously — Je is 
Christ and Satan. Yet Manson was 
clared sane. That he was in the pov er 
of a "demonic" force cannot easily be 
denied.

The Manson-Polanski case is ob­
viously an extreme one. But there is 
evidence that interest in the demonic 
and the occult is widespread. Astrolog­
ical themes and echoes of general 
occultism pervade all phases of the 
musical Hair. Tarot cards, witchcraft, 
palmistry, numerology, even devil wor­
ship are a part of our time. The eager 
world of fashion and fun has embraced 
the beads, the flowers, the incense, and 
the pot of the hippies. Zodiac jewelry, 
computerized horoscopes, and public 
exorcisms have become commonplace.' 
Edgar Mitchell had telepathic experi­
ments with Chicago seer Olaf Jonsson 
during the flight of Apollo 14 and thus 
has made the occult revolution a cos­
mic affair. Author Dennis Wheatley, in 
The Devil and All His Works, contends 
that there are 30,000 covens or organ­
ized small groups of witches in Great 
Britain alone. Christian workers in 
Switzerland report that almost e\ :ry 
village has a "witch" or medium > ho
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s spells or brews potions.
le occult has even permeated the 
nized churches. A Philadelphia 
stualism medium. Arthur Ford, 
ht to help Bishop James Pike com- 
icate with his dead son. Several 
sand Protestant clergymen, organ- 
by Ford into a Spiritual Frontiers 
iwship, engage in psychical re- 
ch and attempt to communicate 
. the dead.

R searchers indicate many get in-, 
vo - ed because they are disenchanted 
wlih science and technology. Science 
has made frightful developments. Nu­
clear research has made devastation by 
nuclear bombs a very rea) possibility. 
Better medicine has helped to under­
gild thye population explosion. Run­
away technological "progress" may 
soon exhaust the earth's natural re­
sources. Some ecologists (the catastro- 
phists) give man 25 years under pres­
ent conditions.

Religion has always been the "sacred 
canopy" which gives explanations and 
shelters society from the shock waves 
of change. The churches have tradi­
tionally helped people gain meaning 
and order in the universe and history. 
Churches have met the needs of people 
for transcendence, immortality, and 
liberation.

In.our time the traditional churches 
seem to have lost for many this power. 
The churches seem too rational, cold, 
impersonal and remote, helping pre- 
pare the way .for the occult sciences 
and the black arts. While church at­
tendance has dropped in majbr denom- 
in; "ions, the occult groups have grown 
en. rmously. The occult groups (more 
*h n the middle class churches) have 
fu lished a haven for former drug 
us s, disenchanted hippies and yip- 
pi’ . and runaways. The occult has be- 
co e almost a counter-religion.

ne young man recently stated that 
I; stars and the cards, and even Sa­

la are more concerned about me than 
ei er my draft board, the Pentagon, 
oi ie church."

itself, states Brunner, the sphere 
'l! ccult magic may be neutral. Inter- 
*s in the subject, if it is of a purely 
s< ntific or historical nature, certainly 
ha nothing directly to do with the 
d<' onic. The main interest in the 
0,; It in our time, however, is as a 
co; ter-religion. When the magical is 
da' ded with in this way, it opens the 
Wi‘ suggests Wheatley, to the influ- 
en‘ of the powers of darkness—to the 

demonic. The devil.works through the 
luminous halo, through that which fas­
cinates and allures, he prefers to fly 
high rather than low!

The well-known theologian. Paul 
Tillich, affirms that we are in a demon­
ic age. Tillich understands the demon­
ic. however, in impersonal and meta­
physical terms rather than in personal 
terms. For Tillich. God. who is essen­
tially form-creating, has also a form- 
destroying aspect in (he inexhaustible 
depths of being. Historical man. with 
the divine stuff in his being, uses his 
creative powers for his own destruc­
tion. This view tends to place the actual

responsibility for sin and evil-much 
more upon God than upon created 
fallen beings and man.

There are many other prominent 
theologians and biblical scholars, how­
ever. such as Helmut Thielicke, Otto 
Piper, Emil Brunner, James Kallas, and 
Eric Rust who disagree with Tillich. For 
them, the view that a personal Satan 
and his fallen angels tenjpt anti frus­
trate men makes sense in today's world. 
This view is more in keeping with bibli­
cal teaching, human experience, and a 
consistent philosophy. This biblical 
view helps account for temptation and 
evil, but preserves man's personal re­
sponsibility.

Helmut Thielicke, the prominent 

German theologian, is especially em­
phatic in his affirmation that the pres­
ent age is influenced negatively by 
personal demonic forces. In the demon­
ic activities of the Nazis and in more 
recent activities, he sees a correspond­
ence to the historical situation which is 
portrayed in the book of Revelation. In 
fact, ^Thielicke contends that anyone 
who would understand history and our 
age must be in possession of the cate­
gory of the demonic. Although the 

Bible does not claim to "explain" evil, 
it does "describe" it as personal. For 
Thielicke, the personal view’ is true to 
his own experience—he encounters evil 
as personal demonic power. He notes, 
however, that it is only in the light of 
God’s revelation in Christ that the 
demonic can be understood.

Theologians, such as Thielicke. do 

not accept the explanation of the de­
monic which was suggested by the 
Encyclopedia Britannica and which is 
popular among some writers today. 
This view teaches that the conception 
of the satanic and the demonic is only a 
part of a rather primitive, first century 
world-picture. Men no longer accept 
the idea of a flat earth and a three­
storied universe—why should they ac­
cept the idea of personal demonic 
powers? For Thielicke, Rust, and 
others, however, the concept of the de­
monic and a personal Satan is ah 
essential part of a perennially valid 
biblical world-view. This world-view 
includes the doctrines of creation. God­
man relations (sin and salvation), and 
consummation. The demonic is related 
in' an especially close way to the 
themes of sin and judgment. Although 
scientific world-pictures changefoften, 
the biblical world-view continues to 
explain God-man and man-man rela­
tionships. Through the thought forms 
of the first century, we are given a de­
scription of personal'demonic forces, 
organized around a personal Satan, 
operating in history—both on a collec­
tive and personal level. This view is 
still valid today.

For Eric Rust, the well-known Brit­
ish theologian, it is necessary to as­
cribe personal will to the parasitic 
presence of evil in the divine creation. 
Furthermore, this view is nearer to the 
biblical truth and human experience 
than attempts, such as the one made 
by Tillich, to give a metaphysical ex­
planation df evil in terms of some cos­
mic principle within the totality of 
being. There is evidence of a personal 
evil force which exerts purposive activ­
ity in an organized way.

Emil Brunner agrees with Rust. The 
Bible plainly states that there is a per­
sonal force of a superhuman kind who 
stands over against man. He is an "ob­
jective reality" who is objectively en­
countered. He is not merely a reality 
within the mind. Satan is a spiritual 
force who works directly on the spirit. 
He does not have to have mediations. 
His method of influence is occult or 

continued
20 hm/august '72

hm/august 72 21



DEMONS/CONTINUED

secretive. He is both one and many. He 
wills to remain hidden. He pretends to 
be an "angel of light."

For many, the occult seems to be 
illuminated by a magical radiance. It 
assumes an incomprehensible force of 
attraction. This seems to l>e>t-p<irl of 
the strategy of Satan. TheXpellbinding 
effects of the occult are Zo strong that 
they defeat all the efforts of the spiri­
tual adviser until he dares Io make a 
frontal attack.

Other scholars, however, believe that 
much of the interest in the occult issues 
directly from Satan for man's harm. It 
is pointed out that the Apostle Paul in 
I Timothy 4:1, 2 teaches that in the 
latter limes some will depart from the 
faith by listening to or devoting them­
selves to "seducing spirits." In addi­
tion, reference' is made to the "doc­
trines of demons." An .example of one 
of the “doctrines of demons" in Paul's 
day was an incipient gnosticism which 
involved an ascetic legalism (I Tim. 
4:3-6). According to this approach, the. 
apostle could have just as appropri­
ately used one of the occultic practices 
of today as an example of "doctrines 
of demons." First John 4:1-3 warns 
Christians Io 0$ove (test) the spirits Io 
see if they are of God. The basic crite­
rion for testing is a person's relation to 
and understanding of Jesus Christ as 
the God-man.

In one sense, from the biblical per­
spective, every age is demonic. Each 
age. until the second coming of Christ, 
is the scene of . the cosmic struggle 
between the kingdom of God and the 
personal forces of evil. Satan and de­
monic powers are active in every peri­
od of history and use human beings 
and nations as their instruments.

However, Jesus and the New Testa­

ment writers appear to indicate that 
the demonic evil which is powerful in 
every age will become more intense as 
we approach the last day of history. 
Are the occult developments of our 
time indications of this intensification 
of demonic activity? In Mark 13 and 
Matthew 24. Jesus indicated that the 
kingdom of God would not foe estab­
lished al once. Bui ihal the future 
would involve a period of wars, con­
flicts, earthquakes, and persecutions, 
even to the point of death. Many peo­
ple, said Jesus, will come in'my name 
and seek to lead you astray. (Mark 
13:5b, 6). One method to be used Io 
create, confusion is the showing of 

signs and. wonders (Mark 13:22). Early 
incarnations of evil foreshadow a last 
supreme concentration of the devil. 
The Antichrist will afflict the people of 
God. After this will occur the coming 
of Christ and the gathering of the 
saints into the kingdom of God.

The Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-12 also suggests Ihal one stage in 
the apocalyptic drama is apostasy or a 
falling away (2:3). Another is the ap­
pearance of the man of lawlessness 
with pretended powers and wonders. 
Just as Christ has his first and second 
comings, so the lawless one has his 
coming. His coming is to be an expres­
sion of the activity of Satan (2:8. 9). 
Here miracles are not the signs of the 
working of God, but expressions of the 
power of evil spirits (2:9).

As has already been indicated, the 
Apostle Paul states that in the last days 
men will give heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of devils (I Tim. 4:1). Is 
Paul predicting the situation which we 
find today in regard to the occult? Is 
it because the second coming of Christ 
is near, that we witnessing stepped 
up satanic activity?

At least we can be sure Ihal we are 
true Io the spirit of Paul in this passage 
when we think of the conflict between 
Christ and the powers of evil as grow­
ing in intensity as history develops: We 
are also true to the spirit of Paul when 
we think of the forces of evil as deify­
ing themselves and presenting them­
selves as ways of salvation for mankind.

Thielicke suggests that when Christ 

walked the earth the demonic powers 
gathered themselves together in one 
last effort to preserve their doomed 
kingdom. The nearer the return of 
Christ, the more energetically Satan 
mobilizes his last reserves, until the 
demonic excesses reach their climax

and Christ returns. Martin Luther once 
said that the devil obviously feels 'he 
day of the end, Thal is why he thinks he. 
had better disturb the dregs.

The same basic structure of thought 
concerning last things, which appeared 
in Mark 13, Matthew 24, and 2 Thes­
salonians 2, appears also in the book of 
Revelation. There will be a time of pre- 

-liminary troubles in human society . nd 
in nature (the seven seals, Rev. 5 .1). 
This will be followed by a short ul 
terrible time of great tribulation i he 
seven trumpets and bowls, and he 
beast, Rev. 8-16). In the prelimin ry 
evil period, however, there will b a 
dynamic preaching of the gospel (M rk 
13:10, Matt. 24:14). The course of ' s- 
tory is not to be one of unrelieved ■ il 
when God’s people are surrendt id 
helplessly into the hands of ho^ Ie 
powers.

A number of scholars contend ■ al 
the white horse of Revelation 6:2 sj n- 
bolizes the fact that there will b a 
dynamic gospel mfSsion in all of ><• 
world until the end alongside the e- 
velopmenl of evil. John does not h 'k 
for the full coming of God's final ki g- 
dom and the complete righting of he 
world's evils short of. the return of
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tst. However, as bearers of the gos- 
he expected the Christians to see 
iries won by the power of the 

,iel.
the Revelation of John is to have 

amic meaning for today, the book 
dd be seen as more than a de- 
ilion of the hopes which the early 
.stians of Asia had in regard to 
verance from Rome. Is it not both 

hi orical and future-oriented? I con- 
te:..i that it is. The beast is both Rome 
a: ' the final Antichrist—and any inter- 
vt ing demonic power which the 
ch :rch must face. Tribulation occurred 
in he first century. There will be final 
tribulation, but the concept of tribula- 
tio.i also includes all of the continuing 
tribulations of history. The demonic 
power of Rome which persecuted the 
early Christians is but a preliminary 
incarnation of the final evil powers.

It is obvious that the biblical writers 
teach that history will be tension filled 
—between an evil and hostile environ­
ment and a dynamic gospel proclama­
tion and practice. As Thielicke indi­
cates, without an understanding of the 
demonic activity, there is not full

up ^standing of the dynamics of his- 
t” . In Revelation 12. John describes 
th great warfare in the spiritual 
w Id. Behind the beast is the dragon— 
th levil, Satan—whose aim is to frus- 
,r the rule of God through his 

-M siah.

Revelation 13. John describes the 
A christ's persecution of the church 
w h has been foreshadowed in the 
a< -ns of certain Roman rulers and 
ol: / totalitarian dictators. In Revela- 
•>' 13:11, the second beast makes a
P« dy of Christ—he appears as a lamb, 
bu ne speaks as a dragon.

1 this a demonic age? It is in the 

sense that there appears to be a 
struggle—both cosmic and historical- 
moving toward a crescendo—between 
the forces of God and the forces of the 
satanic powers.

Contemporary youth culture shows 
this. There is a struggle between those 
young people using folk-rock music 
who look to Jesus for inspiration and 
those who look to Satan for meaning. 
The lyrics of certain rock groups never 
stop telling about Jesus and his love. 
Lyrics of such groups as the Rolling 
Stones talk about sympathy for the 
devil. The Black Sabbath, a rock cele­
bration of sorcery and witchcraft, has 
had international appeal. The Jesus 
Movement is all out for Christ, and 
other groups are all out for.the devil.

Brunner contends that the more dy­

namic the proclamation of the gospel, 
the more violent is the hostility of Sa­
tan. The Jesus Freaks are aggressive, 
and/demonic forces are hostile. Some 
of the new Jesus Movement sects, how^ 
ever, are not only aggressive in preach­
ing the gospel, but they are also anti- 
cultural. Th^y tend to withdraw, like 
the ancient Egyptian monks, to await 
the End. Apocalyptic eschatology is a 
part of Iheir speech and permeates 
their music and writing.

The movement called "The Children 
of God," for example, is anticipating 
the almost immediate coming of Jesus 
Christ. For them, the war, the rape of 
the environment, government lies, and 
the apathetic churches are causes for 
withdrawal and evidences of the im­
pending end.

It would be well for thle Jesus Move­
ment, as well as those interested in the 
apocalyptic teachings in the more tra­
ditional churches, to remember that 
Jesus was never interested in the 
future for its own sake. He speaks of 
the future because of its import upon 
the present.

Another definite emphasis of Jesus, 
as well as Paul and John, is that there 
is to be no time-setting for apocalyptic 
events. All we can look for in contem­
porary events are tendencies which 
point in the direction of the prophetic 
script ur6s.

This means, also, that there is to be 
no escapism and despair. Although Sa­
tan’s dominion precludes any kind of 
easy optimism, neither is there reason 
for ffhrk pessimism. Satan can never 
increase his might beyond the measure 
granted to him by God. God by his 
“common grace" comes again and 

again* into history to strengthen the 
powers of goodness. The "fulness of 
time," when Jesus came into history, 
was not when man had reached perfec­
tion. but rather the time when divine 
help was supremely needed. Perhaps 
God will grant spiritual outbreaks in 
history before the Second Coming.. In 
any case, the Christian's duty and op­
portunity is to devise frameworks of 
justice and to do deeds of love in the 
name and power of Christ. We need to 
provide exciting new versions of Chris­
tian life styles. Above all, we must be­
come involved in a dynamic, evangel­
istic, and missionary proclamation of 
the glories of Christ.

Belief in a personal Satan and the 
reality of demonic forces do not de­
stroy human responsibility. Satan can 
tempt, but he cannot force. He is a 
created being—not co-equal to God. 
Satan is not our scapegoat to remove 
our blame. Extreme credulity is as un­
desirable as extreme reductionism. We 
are not to transfer the source of evil to 
Satan only.

Not all elements of the occult devel­
opments are bad in themselves. In a 
materialistic culture, they have revived 
interest in the spiritual world. These 
occult developments also reveal a 
groping and hunger for meaningful 
standards to guide life and give mean­
ing to activities.

As has been indicated, however, de­
monic forces are abroad and the doc­
trines of the occult movements must be 
tested. A new, more dynamic Chris­
tian response must be indicated.0

John Newport is professor of Philosophy of Reli­
gion, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Fort Worth. Tex . and author of the recent book 
Demons, Demons, Demons This article is adapted 
from that book copyright 1972 by Broadman Press 
Used by permission
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Keep the 
Buses Rolling

Few things in recent years match the 
fervor with which churches have 
adopted the bus ministry. School offi­
cials, once wondering what to do with 
old buses, now probably find resale 
prices going up. Some report the de­
mand exceeding the supply.

Sq widespread is the use of buses 
that some have had visions of a great 
bus war, with massive traffic jams on a 
given Sunday morning. Some commu­
nities do have more church buses, in 
them on Sunday morning than they 
have public transportation on other 
days. And some children simply catch 
the first bus through.

We see the bus ministry in the con­
text of the churches needing to go 
where the people are, the need to de­
vise additional way^»o overcome sag­
ging attendance, and the need to ex­
pand a church's outreach. We found 
some churches with bus runs of nearly 
100 miles one way.

The bus ministry depends upon con­
tacts through visitation, telephone, and 
cards. Effective ministries are organ­
ized around a very disciplined corps of 
laity who find tbe effort fulfilling, and 
they use many who would not work at 
other tasks. The core of the bus minis­
try is children, and churches with ex­
tensive outreach find it necessary to'’ 
start a children's church because of the 
large number of youth without parents 
and without experience in worship 
services. The effective ministry then 
reaches the parents through the chil­
dren.

The bus ministry fills a vacuum in 
church life, making it possible to reach 
thousands who would be neglected en­
tirely because parents are uninterested 
in Christianity. The Division of Evange­
lism has added William Powell to its 
staff to lead churches in bus evange­
lism.

A word of caution needs to be raised, 
however, concerning the bus ministry. 
We can institutionalize it just as we 
have our buildings. We can use the bus 
for one hour only during the week and 
avoid all of the greater possibilities 
which are offered. We can let the bus 
serve us and not use it to serve the 
needs of the people. We can also be

guilty of selective contacts with he 
buses, going only to those areas w ere 
people are just like us. The bus ol ers 
the best tool yet for creating a g -al 
representative congregation of G l's 
people. Larger churches can also t. p- 
ple weaker ones by indiscriminate I is- 
ing.

The evidence that churches are < is- 
covering creative ways to use the buses 
is mounting. Here are a number of in­
teresting examples of how churches 
keep their buses rolling:

One bus became a rolling library, as 
an extension of the church library. An­
other became a clinic to help meet 
health needs. Another was modified 
with a hydraulic lift to transport handi­
capped people to a special program 

■ held at the church building each week. 
r A church removed all the seats from 
one bus, put new, red carpet on the 
floor, and held "rap" sessions alter 

^school on the parking lot of the high 
school.

One church makes the iftual rounds 
of picking people up and bringing them 
to the church buildings, then the buses 
go back out to designated communi­
ties where Sunday School classes are 
held in the buses.

Others have converted the buses into 
chapels for remote areas, or even in 
shopping centers, and worship services 
are.held in the buses.

Some churches allow community or­
ganizations without wheels to ch ck 
out their buses for special use, charg­
ing only minimum rates for the bus

Others use the buses as centers 'or 
ministry of the vacation Bible sc) >ol 
type, held in parks or other area of 
communities without strong, ac' ve 
churches. The bus can even becon ■ a 
theatre for Christian films.

Others use their buses for eni :h- 
ment ministries through field trip, as 
an extension of their organizations We 
have no way of knowing how m ny 
buses have pulled up in front of he 
Home Mission Board Tnd deliven ’ a 
delightful load of Baptists of al) ies 
wanting to see first hand how t eir 
mission work is administered.

Creative people will keep th ,se 
buses rollingin any and.every direct »n-

Generating 
Indigenous 

Churches

It happened on a summer Sunday 
afternoon in a junior high school audi­
torium in Hplden,. Mass. Two hundred 
people had come to share in organizing 
Holden Baptist Chapel into a church. 
Pastor Dennis Hampton and his people 
had beautifully prepared for the serv­
ice, and it was inspiring.

The chapel had begun two years 
earlier under the sponsorship of Wor­
cester Baptist Church, Worcester, 
Mass., as a home fellowship-Bible 
study effort. The group grew and it 
became necessary to find larger quar­
ters. Arrangements were made to rent 
school facilities. Some activities con­
tinued in homes, however, such as 

■ Bible study on the book of job. This 
‘turned out to be an inspiring revival 
experience, Pastor Hampton said.

The church came into being with 80 
charier members, including 17 await­
ing baptism. Three-fourlhs of the mem­
bership was made up of New^Eng- 
lanti-Ts. The few Southerners in the 
fell* .ship provided invaluable experi­
ence in Southern Baptist life and proce- 
dun , but the congregation is largely 
indi. mous.

In restingly the chprch was formed 
I wifi jt owning any real estate. The 

mei 'ers need a building of their own. 
flnd । time will have it.

I s vibrant new congregation is 
ano op example of the fact that you 
don need several acres of land and 
buil agS |O have a church. You must

<,!Ople' *hey can SJilher in 
mar^types of places, such as homes 
and nted facilities.

1 ■ same Sunday I was privileged 
lo ■*> for a few minutes in another 
'•hui constituting service, this one 
ln I' body, Mass., a "bedroom com- 
"Vf” ■ of Boston. Under the leader- 

। ®hip ' Pastor G. I. Norris, this congre- 
Salh' became North Shore Baptist

Church that Sunday morning. Thfs serv­
ice likewise was held in a school build­
ing. The church, sponsored by Metro­
politan Baptist Church of Cambridge, 
Mass., where John Hughston is pastor­
director, had already purchased a 
choice site on which Io build.

Two other churches were constituted 
in New England on that Sunday this 
summer. One was in Nashua, N.H., and 
the other in Lewiston, Me. Elmer Size­
more, area missions superintendent 
and executive minister for Southern 
Baptist work in New England, stated 
that four other congregations will be 
ready to become constituted churches 
by January 1. One of these is a Spanish 
language group in Connecticut.

Besides the four new churches, Iwo 
other Southern Baptist congregations 
dedicated buildinys on the same date. 
They are located in Ayer, Mass., and 
Montpelier, Vt. k

Within the past several years our rate 
of establishing new ehurches has 
slowed somewhat, both in newer arid 
older areas related to the SBC. Associa- 
tional reports reflect 323 new churches 
in 1969, 297 in 1970, and 314 last year. 
The net gain in churches was less than 
this, due to some losses caused by dis­
banding, merger, or disaffiliation. Last 
year's report also shows that 535 
church-type missions .were] started 
(which should in time become church­
es). In addition 1281 missions of other 
types were begun. Texas, Florida, Ala­
bama, and Tennessee led the way last 
year with 34. 27. 25. and 21 new 
churches respectively. Of the younger 
conventions. California led with 21.

In face of a growing population and 
burgeoning cities throughout the na­
tion, the-need for new churches accel­
erates. In the year ahead the SBC is 
launching a new emphasis on church 
extension called “Extend Now." This 
emphasis stands beside "Witness Now" 
and "People to People" (enlistment in 
Bible study) as parts of the Conven­
tion's observance of a year of emphasis 
on "Share the Word Now."

Several **"Extend Now" brochures 
and tracts have been prepared and 
may be secured from your state mis­
sions offices or by writing the Church

Extension Department of the Home 
Mission Board. One of them leads off 
with the title "Extend Now Is..." and 
follows with statements like: “Bible 
study fellowships... community events 
... a bookmobile in West Virginia...a 
mobile chapel in North Dakota... 
establishing new churches . . . resort 
ministries... ministering to youth..."

There is scarcely a church that can­
not find some way to extend its witness 
now by reaching out to meet some mis­
sion need. Our Lord said, "Go ye..." 
Let's share the Wqrd now, with greater 
energy and Christian commitment than 
ever before, to help meet the deep spir­
itual and moral needs of people all 
around us.

NEW CHURCHES CONSTITUTED 
BY SBC STATE CONVENTIONS

State Convention 1969 1970 1971
Alabama ....................
Alaska ........................
Arizona ......................
Arkansas ....................
California ...................
Colorado....................
D. C..............................
Florida ........................
Georgia ....................
Hawaii ........................
Illinois ........................
Indiana........................
Kansas ........................
Kentucky ....................
Louisiana....................
Maryland....................
Michigan....................
Mississippi .................
Missouri......................
New Mexico...............
New York ...................
North Carolina............
Northern Plains..........
Northwest...................
Ohio ...........................
Oklahoma ...................
Pennsylvania-

South Jersey ..........
South Carolina ..........
Tennessee ...................
Texas .........................
Utah-Idaho.................
Virginia ......................
West Virginia..............

Total....................

15 
5
0 

21 
16
0

12
6
3

10
7 

23
6

9
20 
0
1

16
15
2

25
1
6
5

21

27

2 
A. 
15
2

10

13
11
10
12
3
9

19
3

13
18
12

5

13 
4
5

18
1 

10 
18 
15

14 
23 
43
5 
8 

N.A.

19
27

1
10 

N.A.

6
21
34

323 297 314

Prepared by Planning Services Department. 
HMB, from data supplied by Research and 
Statistics Department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board.
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Happenings

OSCAR ROM 
Man in the
Ethnic Middle

A great flood came and a liny brown 
monkey barely found his escape in the 
high branches of a tall tree. As the 
swirling waters rushed by the little 
monkey spied his friend the fish in the 
waler. Fearing for the fish’s safety the 
monkey reached down and scooped the 
fish out of the water. Then, the monkey 
couldn't understand why his friend 
died.

Once upon a time out in Texas some 
40 years ago a small boy of Mexican 
descent was growing up. He came 
under the influence of Baptist mission 
work in San Anttfnio, went to college 
and seminary, and grew up to become 

the secretary of the Home Mission 
Board's Department of Language Mis­
sions.

But the story wasn't quite that 
simple. Oscar Romo assumed his posi­
tion as secretary of the Language Mis­
sions Department in January of 1971, 
after serving five years as assistant 
secretary in the department. Before 
that he worked as associate in the 
Language Missions Department of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas in 
Dallas. A former chaplain in the Army, 
Romo was pastor of Texas churches in 
Brady, Littlefield, and Fort Worth.

For Romo the primary purpose of 
language mission work is to lead Bap­
tist churches to minister to ethnic 
groups through regular church pro­
grams. Although mo^ than 1,000 lan­
guage missionaries conduct mission 
work with 25 ethnic groups, Romo has 
projected a goal of beginning work 
with a new ethnic group each year. 
Last year the department began work 

in Arabic; this year work is b .nj> 
started with a different ethnic gi up 
in the Los Angeles area.

‘‘It is our belief that dach et aic 
group has'certairi cultural Values w ch 
are natural to them. We want to se 
cultural values to inject the gospc of 
Christ in everyday life," Romo s.id.

"What we often do to people's il- 
ture is like the story of the monkey ..nd 
fish, where we remove someone hum 
their culture and wonder why they 
don't survive in ours."

Also opening up new ways of com­
munication are the "natural" bridges 
that exist between cultures, such as 
between the continental United Slates 
and Puerto Rico.

“Even between cities such as Manati, 
Puerto Rico and Chicago there are 

roridges such as saying ‘when I was 
traveling I was able to be with your 
Grandfather and I bring you greetings 
from him.'

"In travels if we can have a meeting 

wi relatives in one place, and’return 
to eking out the relatives of this per­
son in another city, it can build a 
bn.’e across. We are trying, to dis- 
cov r the cohesive factor in families 
as way to inject the gospel."

Cultural identity is important, but 
Baptist multi-ethnic churches are being 

• thought of, and one is already operat­
ing in San Francisco.

The San Francisco church is in reality 
five churches. Five ethnics groups, 
Chinese, Japanese, Hungarian, Span­
ish. and English (the latter attended by 
blacks and whites) hold services in the 
same building, each with their own 
language and own pastor.

"The key in these churches is coop­
eration," Romo said. "The churches 
have a monthly fellowship together. 
They also meet together for baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper.

"Of course in the Lord's Supper, 
every language is used. I attended 
communion in the church. There was a 
feeling of closeness, not in organiza­
tion but in fellowship in Jesus Christ 

'or Ihe 'common denominator' which 
is love."

Romo also has hopes of re-equipping 
language missionaries to work with 
more than one language group. /

"Languages like English, Spanish, 
am! Latin are related. A missionary, 
ma major in one language, but 
thn ugh further language training can 
wo . with related groups too. We can 
get .eater use of our investment. Also 
we icourage pastors.Io learn not only 
•he nguage, but how to use it natural­
ly- they know just several words in 
an dian language, it will help them 
rel.

1 ‘re is a growing cultural sensitiv- 
>ly ward religion, Romo said. Ethnic 
gn. >s prefer to have their religious 
lea Mjs come from among their own 
pee T.

need churches who are utiliz­
ing e uniqueness of culture, not just 
neg ling culture clubs.

need to move from an era of 
Pa,( lalism to an era of letting people 
’e 1 imselves and accepting them as 
*ne\ ire because of the love of Jesus 
Cnr ," he continued.

"Just because I do something for 
someone, doesn't mean I control him, 
but we have to let him respond to help 
in a way that will help him maintain a 
personal integrity as well as his iden­
tity."

Three HMB staffers work with Romo 
as liaisons with state conventions and 
language missionaries: Elias Golonka, 
Irwin Dawson and L.D. Wood. Their 
work extends from Puerto Rico to Port­
land, Washington, from Panama to 
Alaska.

But in the United States there are 
125 ethnics groups. In the last U.S. 
census 75 million Americans indicated 
they belong to an ethnic group. (This 
figure does not even begin to count 
belonging to Oriental groups.)

"And with 125 ethnic groups in the 
United States, I have enough to keep

me busy for the next twenty years," 
Romo laughed.

“We do depend on the Lord for lead­
ership. I feel God is in the middle of 
this and if there is an opportunity to 
begin work with ethnic groups before 
we have it scheduled, I want Io be 
ready to jump in.

"If work with Estonians on the list of 
proposed new work is number 14, and 
students at Golden Gate Seminary 
want to start work with Ihe Estonians, 
I could care less if the Estonians are 
14th in line. The work begins when we 
have an opportunity," he said.

And if the opportunity comes along 
Romo hopes we will not be like the 
monkey and scoop our friend out of his 
natural culture just because we see it 
as a threat, but learn to relate to that 
person through his own culture.
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HAPPENINGS continue!.

All her life Christine Garnett wanted 
Io be buried, not in her native land of 
America, but in her adopted home— 
Cuba.

But eight years ago, after more than 
46 years on the island, she was forced 
to return to the United States, never to 
return Io Cuba.

She went to Cuba as a Southern Bap­
tist home missionary in 1918 and- 
worked on the island for 46 years. Al­
though she was officially retired from 
the Home Mission Board in 1952. she 
continued her mission work until 1964 
when she was forced to leave Cuba be­
cause of Fidel Castro’s Communist rule.

On Friday evening, June 9, she'died 
at Baptist Village in Waycross. Ga., 
after abdominal surgery. Shg was bur­
ied, not in Cuba, but in Savannah, 
where she grew up. She was 86.

"The Baptists of Cuba have had four 
uncertain but glorious years under the 
Communist rule." Miss Garhell said in 
the June, 1965, Home Missions maga­
zine. four years after Castrft's takeover. 
"I say. four years because we in Cuba- 
seven million of us—lived Iwo happy. 

hopefulVyears, ignoring the argument 
from the outside of what we had in­
herited politically."

After her return to the United States, 
she worked with Cuban refugees in 
Jacksonville, Fla., in 1965, and served 
as a special assigned -missionary for 
the HMB, working in world missions 
and other conferences.

When she left Cuba in 1964, she was 
leaving her home.

"Now it seems that there is no way 
to return, but I, like Livingston, would 
wish that my heart might be taken back 
and buried in Cuba when God calls me 
on. This is the result of 46 years and 
four months across the Gulf. I still have 
a small hope of returning." she said 
in 1965.

After graduation from Georgia Slate 
Normal .College, Athens, Ga., she 
taught school for 12 years, and then 
went on to graduate from Woman's 
Missionary Union Training School in 
Louisville. Ky., in 1918.

While in Cuba, she started a training 
school for girls, organized an orphans 
and home of the aged. She also served 
as president and treasurer for the 
Woman's Missionary Union of Cuba.

She began her Cuban work in Santa 
Clara with missionary Kathryn Sewell. 
In 1958, she spoke of “Christ's love" 
and said, "that love brought me Io 
Cuba in 1918. Il inspired me during 
eight years in Santa Clara where with 
Kathryn Sewell, and my model T, 
which was the deluxe car of that time, 
I rushed over ox cart roads in all the 
surrounding country...."

She worked with missions on the 
island until they grew into churches in 
such towns as Cienfuegos, Guanajay, 
Consolacion del Sur and Santa Clara.

In 1952 she had to retire, but she con­
tinued to work. "The Board took away 
my salary, leaving in its stead a wee 
pension. But it forgot Io take away my 
adopted country and my beloved Cu­
ban people," she said.

“Outstanding events in the years 
have been many. The cyclone of '26 
laid the home (for orphans and the 
aged) on the ground. The old people 
and children and I were left with rub­
bish and stones and a garage. Cuban 

Baptists had us back in a lovelier h< se 
in six months. Three such cyclones I ve 
been my lot. One rest'period was il- 
lowed me when I spent two month in 
casts in the hospital."

Recounting her experiences w! ile 
serving as a city missionary in Mala iz- 
as in 1958, she told of beginning w- rk 
in Consolacion del Sur 30 years beHe, 
"I took charge of the hardest of all he 
churches, that of Consolacion del S jr. 
Today in that strong church there .ire 
men and women, products of as many 
as seven years of constant work and 
prayer.

"By 1951 I had.spent 13 years in Cnn- 
solacion del Sur, and 21 in that beloved 
Province. In the surrounding hills' the 
precious seed had been planted: a 
provincial convention had come into 
being."

After her retirement she said, "Back 
to Santa Clara I went where a mission 
house was offered with no rent, and 
the organization of a “church was the 
dream. There, you and I, with God. 
built a lovely chape) and remodeled'!h^ 
house.

“After 11 months the cautious and 
always protecting Home Mission Board 
secured Social Security for me ... 
Lack of salary had not dampened 
enthusiasm; Goil gave always unusual 
health and strength, and as more h< irs 
were needed nights became days.

"There have been hard, sleep hili to 
climb, often made so b.y our own w< ik- 
nesses, but after climbing, you v re 
there and souls were saved. lea< rs 
were born, and a great Baptist dem ni- 
nation assured." she said.

Home Mission Board staffer 1 yd 
Corder, who was secretary of the )e- 
partment of Language Groups M is- 
Iries, during the lime Miss Garnet! as 
in Cuba, said, “Miss Garnett < m- 
mitted herself to God Io servt? in C ba.

“She wanted to be buried the: al 
the end of her career, but when Jbd 
willed otherwise,«*in spite of fa mg 
health, she served cheerfully an >ng 
and on behalf of Cuban people in his 
country." he said.

“She was alertly planning what she 
would do in this ministry until the lay 
she died."

R ipid City 
Aftermath
V lunleer workers help clear the de- 
br in the aftermath o( one of the na­
tion's worst natural disasters. More 
th.n 200 lives were lost and $100 mil­
lion in property damage when Rapid 
Creek flooded in Rapid City, S.D., June 
9 (the creek is 100 yards away in the 
bin kgfound). The Home Mission Board 
along with other Southern Baptists im­
mediately offered monetary and phy­
sical assistance. Assistance was also 
provided by the Board for flood disas­
ters in New York and Pennsylvania in 
late June. The American Red Cross, 
coordinating rescue-relief- efforts in 
Rapid City, gave Southern Baptists as 
well as other denominations office 
space in operational headquarters in 
order Io better coordinate relief activi­
ties. The SBC and the Red Cross have 
a long-established working relation­
ship for disaster relief. The Red Cross 
expects to spend more than $3 million 
in South Dakota and additional con­
tributions are needed.

Cars and debris line the usually plac­
id Rapid Creek, which became a wall 
of water following a day of heavy rain. 
Ba..lists joined with other religious 
groups to provide assistance to flood 
vi< ims. Especially active were the 
C.: iolic clergy. Most immediate needs 
—: ich as food and clothing—have been 
pit ided, but the need for shelter and 
th ask of digging out remains.
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HAPPENINGS CONTINUED

I

“WITNESSING 
DOESN’T
WORK BY 
PROGRAMMING.”

This statement by Richard Hogue 
exemplifies his feeling about 
soul-winning His concept is that 
witnessing is a natural, overflow­
ing by-product of the Spirit-filled 
life. In THE JESUS TOUCH. 
Richard encourages Christians 
to look at the world through Jesus 
eyes To get down where people 
are and touch them with the life­
changing power of the gospel

As he himself says. Jesus wins 
people to Jesus better than any­
one else I know.

Get Your copy of 
THE JESUS TOUCH

$1.75
at Your Baptist Book Store

IROADMAIX

HMB Staffers Resign
Two Home Mission Board staffers 

resigned to accept leadership positions 
in Houston, Tex.

Kenneth Chafin, director of the Divi­
sion of Evangelism for the Board for 
more than two years, will become pas­
tor of South Main Baptist Church in 
Houston.

C. Wilson Briimley, regional coor­
dinator for the Board's Planning afd 
Coordination Section, was named met­
ropolitan missions coordinator for 
Union Baptist Association, which coy- 
ers most of greater Houston. Brumley 
has served as a HMB staffer for pight 
years.

Chafin. 45. succeeds E. Hermond 
Westmoreland, who retired as pastor 
last year Io become minister-at-large 
of Ihe South Main church.

Under Chafin's leadership, t he Home 
Mission Board's Division of Evange­
lism has developed lay evangelism 
schools which have already trained 
more than 100,000 laymen in evange­
lism efforts across the country. He also 
helped coordinate production of new 
Witness Involvement Now (WIN) mate­
rials in cooperation with the SBC Sun­
day School Board, and Ihe division has 
added a new program of renewal evan­
gelism.

The division has also initialed pro­
duction of a half-hour television pro­
gram, using a format featuring music 
by a group called the Spring Street 
Singers, a guest soloist or personality 
who would be interviewed, and dos­
ing with a 10 minute message by Chaf­
in. The television series, to be pro­
duced by the division and the SBC 
Radio-Television Commission, is tenta­
tively scheduled to start next spring.

Three programs in the television 
series are already completed, and pro­
duction on ten more programs to com­

plete one quarter is in progress. Ch in 
will continue as the speaker for he 
first 13 programs.

In accepting the pastorate of ne 
5,700-memb6r church,' Chafin said : it 
it was "a radical decision."

He added that he knew of no ot .er 
church in the Southern Baptist Con\ n- 
tion which he would want Io serve is 
pastor, explaining it this way: “Ho. s- 
ton, the sixth largest city in the coun­
try, is the last’great city in the nation 
that Baptists can win for Christ."

Chafin also cited the church’s "tre­
mendous lay resources", and its broad 
base of ministries to the people of 
the city.

He taught at Southern Seminary for 
four years, and previously was head of 
the evangelism department at South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth for five years. He was on 
the Southwestern Seminary faculty lor 
13 years.

Previously, he had been pastor of 
James Avenue Baptis4 Church. Fori 
Worth; and pastor of Bel Air Baptist 
Church. Albuquerque. N.M.

In his new position, Brumley will 
lake over the mission leadership lor 
one of the largest concentration of 
Baptists and Baptist churches in 'he 
nation. There are 220 churches with 
197,000 members in the association.

Financially, the association's bigg-st 
efforts are in Ihe student work and in 
Christian social ministries, using th ee 
student and two mission center di­
rectors.

Brumley came Io the HMB in 196- as 
associate to the secretary of the c- 
parlmenl of Rural-Urban Missions, ad 
in 1966 he became secretary- of ' at 
work.

During a massive reorganizatioi of 
Ihe agency in 1971, he was give a 
promolion Io regional coordinate’ of 
slates from Texas to North’ Dak la.

A native of Louisiana, he eai nr 
served as pastor and associate ial 
missionary in TexfTs for 17 years.

He graduated from Baylor Univei ilv 
in Waco, Tex., and from Southwes rn 
Seminary. Corpus Christi Univer :ty 
gave him an honorary doctor of di n- 
ily degrue in 1964.

IVdtcr De/amorler. director of social 
ivi.'k education and associate profes- 
soi of social work at Southern Baptist 
TT. ological Seminary flaftf. and Paid

ins. Home Mission Board secnit ary. 
of he Department of Christian Social 
M istries, chat during a coffee break.

Y ath Involvement
an effort to involve youth a bit 

■ creatively in a church service. 
G' ly Snowden of Park Land Baptist 
Gl rch in Jacksonville, Fla., and 
H a rd Sweet, Chaplain at the Youth 
01 lopment Center for Girls, in Jack­
s' ille, moved the youth from the 
' I ■ h and the girls from the center in- 

ixed groups of seven during the 
ch h training hour.

:h group was given as a theme the 
P'‘ de of the Prodigal Son. One group 
w" liven the task of devising a call Io 

hip on this theme, another group 
sp' ted themes, another composed the 
ev' ng prayer, one rewrote the par­

Both were at Southern Seminary in 
Louisville as faculty members of the 
recent Institute for Directors of Chris­
tian Social Ministries. .Adkins received 
the Doctor of Edycatiol degree from 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary in May.

able into contemporary language for 
the scripture reading. Another group 
prepared an interpretation for the ser­
mon time, and another prepared an 
appropriate closing.

Not only did the adults express that 
they had experienced meaningful wor­
ship. but Ihe youth, especially the de­
linquent'girls. found real meaning in 
the proceedings.

"Having taken these girls Io 
churches throughout the community 
oh many occasions and seeing their 
obviffus boredom, this was indeed re­
freshing for me to see them happily 
involved in a community church serv­
ice." said Chaplain Sweet.

I

This Man’s 
Christianity
Do You 
Understand It?
Or is your knowledge of his re­
ligion based on what you ve 
heard? The Black Christian 
Experience will help you get the 
facts. Compiled by Emmanuel 
McCall, it contains writings by 
emminent black preachers. 
They enlighten you on such 
vital aspects as: Black Church 
History. Worship in the Black 
Church, Black Preaching, and 
Black Church Distinctives.
Get your copy of this informa­
tive book right away and begin 
to understand.

$3.95 at Your 
Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN
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HAPPENINGS/CONTINUED

Never too Late j
By age 39, most militanv careerists 

have begun planning their retirement. 
For Richard D. Yancey, age 39 meant 
the beginning/iof a career in the Army 
as a chaplain.

Five years later and still looking 39, 
Captain Yancey is at Letterman Gen­
eral Hospital in San Francisco. Calif., 
for a year-long residency in Clinical 
Pastoral Education.

Chaplain Yancey was accepted into 
the Chaplains' Corps in 1967 only be­
cause the Vietnam war had created an 
unusual demand for chaplains and the 
maximum age limit had been moved 
forward to 40 from January through 
July of 1967.

He first began to consider a military 
career in 1962 after assuming the pas­
torate of the FirSt Southern Baptist 
Church in Colorado Springs, Colo.

“I was paslfl^-advisor to the Air 
Force Academy there for three years. 
Many of my church members Were mil­
itary assigned to Fort Carson and Ent 
Air Force Base.

“God’s leadership and my associa­
tion with these people were the key 
factors causing me to seriously con­
sider becoming an Army chaplain," he 
recalled.

Yancey's history indicates he has 
never been afraid of trying something 
different.

He has been in the Navy Seabees, a 
disc jockey, sportscaster, and media 
sales and promotion department exec­
utive for several radio stations in 
Louisiana and Texas.

Yancey was ordained as a Baptist 
preacher in 1950 and also served as 
head ol the science department of a 
Texas high school.

While at Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., 
Yancey served as a leaching fellow in 
the seminary's radio division and in­
stalled and operated the first radio and 
closed circuit TV system ever used in 
the history of theological education. 
Later, while in Vietnam in 1968-69 as 
an Army chaplain, he worked closely 
with missionaries there, helping them 
with broadcasting problems.

As a result of his civic action work 

with the Vietnamese people, he be­
came the 19th person to be awarded 
the Vietnamese government's Viet­
namese Civic Action Honor Medal, 
First Class. He also received the Bronze 
Star Medal for his Vietnam service.

Referring to his residency in Clinical 
Pastoral Education, he sard, "I like the 
concept of being part of the healing 
team."

Laity-Led Weekend
The major tool for renewal evange­

lism in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion in the future will be lay-led week­
end emphases in churches, Reid Hard­
in, a ruddy-faced insurance executive 
turned lay evangelist, said.

Hardin, recently^elecled associate^ 
director of the Division of Evangelism 

The Key
Unlocks the Door to

MUCH MORE!
by Jack R. Taylor
In his best-selling book, The Key to Triumphant Living, Jack 
Taylor turned his readers on with a vibrant, exciting testi­
mony of what the Holy Spirit has meant in his life and the 
lives of his congregation. Now in Much More! he goes into 
additional spiritual truths about prayer, faith, identification 
with Christ, and death to self. As the author himself says, 
My testimony is that it just keeps getting better and better 

as the Lord reveals more and 
more truth.

MUCH MORE! $4.95 
at Your

Baptist Book Store 

EBROADMAN

Nc v in Two Editions
Pool t-SIzed Edition
Sl'^k asily into pocket or purse. Take it along and study whenever and wher­
ever u wish. Each lesson contains the full Bible text, a brief exposition, truths 
to liv oy, and references for daily Bible reading. $1,25
New arger Type Edition
New s year! Has the same information as the pocket-sized edition. For peo­
ple w , prefer the readability of larger type more than the compact size of the 
re9u edition. * Paper. $1.95
Cho' e the edition that best fits your needs!

From zour Baptist Book Store EBROADMAN

for the Home Mission Board, ijj 
teams of Christian couples and yo th. 
paying their own ways for Fn av 
through Sunday efforts, will lead he 
renewal evangelism weekends. He 
made the announcement al the ! si 
renewal evangelism conference sj n- 
sored by the mission agency.

The conference gathered 65 leai rs 
in renewal evangelism from throe th-, 
out the nation to explore direction tor 
the emphasis.

Hardin has a corps of accredited, 
trained coordinators who will I.ike 
assignments. These laymen range in 
professions from airline pilots to phy­
sicians to corporation executives to 
attorneys and most other jobs as well.

During the conference. Hardin fold 
the group that this new emphasis 
"doesn't mean we are going to gas up

Ihe I y for old programs." Instead, he 
said he renewal evangelism week­
ends ere developed in recent years to 
uliliz lay persons as catalysts an "turn­
ing । other laity through personal and 
grou. contact."

W p asked to define > "renewal 
evangelism," Hardin said it was the 
coining alive in a spiritual awakening 
of p .sons who are increasingly dis­
covering a deeper and more meaning­
ful Ide. thejiving out of that discovery 
in the church, and Ihe sharing of that 
discovery through witness and minis­
try in all their worlds: neighborhoods, 
businesses, professions, jobs, schools, 
and social life.

Renewal evangelism teams, ranging 
in size from five to 40 according to Ihe 
church, usually arrive on Friday and 
leave on Monday. The weekends in­

clude fellowship meals, experience 
sharing, small group work, "Coke" 
parties for youth, coffee sharing 
groups in homes, luncheons and cook- 
outs. dinner dialogues in homes, and 
participation in the Sunday School and 
worship services.

"This is a weekend of real fellowship 
in sharing on a voluntary and comfort­
able level," Hardin said.

The weekend includes singing, orien­
tation and renewal evangelism, small- 
group sharing, conversational prayer.

Kenneth Chafin, director of the 
board's Division of Evangelism, said 
that 'in establishing Ihe emphasis on 
renewal/evangelism Ihe Home Mis­
sion Board made three commitments: 
a commitment to renewal, a commit­
ment Io Ihe church, anil a commitment 
to evangelism.

“Through Ihe formal and informal 
things called renewal. I believe God 
has begun to move," Chafin said.

He said the Division of Evangelism 
would be working in renewal evange­
lism with the state secretaries of evan­
gelism and with other agencies of the 
Convention, especially the Brother­
hood Commission, Woman's Mission­
ary Union, and the Sunday School 
Board.

W.J. Isbell of the Brotherhood Com­
mission. and a participant in the re­
newal evangelism conference, said his 
agency was creating a department of 
lay witnessing which would relate not 
only to the renewal evangelism week­
ends. but to lay evangelism, and Io 
evangelism crusades in areas where 
Southern Baptists are not strong. 
numerically.

------------ r
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HAPPENINGS

’ k . ••

Boy are you pressing your luck 
HOME MISSIONS.

HOW WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO FIT 
A MOLD?

You wouldn't want to be categorized on the basis of 
hearsay and half-truths. And yet we're sometimes guilty 
of assuming things about other religious bodies.
Get the facts about the beliefs of such groups as: Mor­
mons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Christian Scientists by 
reading CONFRONTING POPULAR CULTS. $1.95, by 
M. Thomas Starkes. Find out the truth about communal 
living being practiced by the young “Jesus people" by
reading CHILDREN OF DOOM. 
Drakeford.
Both of these books will help 
you abandon the idea of molds 
and better relate to these people.

Available from Your Baptist Book Store

88 b’ROADMAN

Chaplains’ 
Prayer Calenda •

$4.95, by John W.

Sept. 1: George F. Ricketts. V;i.. n iiiu- 
lional. Sept. 2: William I.. Lure. M<> An 
Force; Kenneth G. Kolterlson. Aik.. mi 
Sept. 3: Charles T. Glanlon. Aik., 
Wallet II. Clayton Jr.. Ky.. Navy; Thon> s W 
Murphy. Kans.. Air Force: Willis F. Y unit 
Minn.. Army; Gordon Shamburger. ' li% 
hospital. Sept. 4: Norvell E. Knighl Ga„ 
Navy: Edwin R. York. N.Y.. Army. Sept. 5: 
Robert I). Tatum. Tex.. Navy: Rob. .1 1. 
Tilley. N.C.. Navy. Sept. 6: Nathan: i II 
Brittain. Ala.. Air Force: Only Owee. |i. 
S.C.. Air Force; Tallie Williams. Tex.. I • spi-

Sept. 7: Newton V. Cole. Miss.. Ait I >t< i: 
Anthony W. Johnson. Md., hospital. Sept. 8: 
Ralph W. Below. Ind.. Navy: J. Don Corley. 
Ark., hospital; Austin L. Ingram. C.flii.. 
institutional; Virgil Lee Kearney. Tenn, 
hospital. Sept. 9: Ocie I. Courtney |r. i'ex, 
Army, J. Ernest Kelly. S.C.. hospital I..I. 
McGee. N.C.. hospital; John D. Quick. Fla.. 
Army.

Sept. 10: Robert B. Estes. Tex., .Army; 
Heyward P. Knight. S.C.. Army; Leo | Mi- 
Donald. Tex.. Navy; Charles E. Mallard Ga 
Army. Sept. 11: Avery G* Timmons. Tex. 
institutional: lames C. Rittenhouse. Ga.. 
Navy; Seaburn S. Daniel, Ala., Navy. Sept. 
12: Fred L. Bell. Tenn., hospital: Hei \ E 
Quates |r.. Fla.. Air Force.

Sept. 13: Marvin L. Chamberlain. Mu. 
Navy: Frank E. Deese. N.C.. Army; Vernon 
L. Fash. S.C.. Air Force. Sept. 14: IL Mar­
lowe Link. Calif., hospital: Jack F. Phillips. 
Tex.. Navy. Sept. 15: Jimmie D. B.i ;gi'lt. 
Tex.. Air Force; George S. Thompson, lex. 
hospital. Sept. 16: Donald E. Fowb. |i 

-Minn.. Army: Leonard C. McGuire Va
Army: William R. Watts. Mo.. insli|ut anal: 
William N. Williams. Tex.. Air Force.

Sept. 17: Robert David Knights. S.C 
Army; John T. McBride. N;C.. hospital Sept 
18: Eugene E. Allen. Fla.. Army ; Jose i: U 
Bomar. Mo.. Air Force: James R. ’I ylut 
Miss.. Air Force; Richard Earl Marl; dalr. 
lex.. Navy. Sept. 19: William T. B. .sell 
Okja.. hospital; Harry T. Wright. Tenn hos­
pital. Sept. 20: Francis T. Alevxjnr S.C 
Air Force: George Turbeville. S.C.. ho >il.il

Sept. 21: Ersmond Swaflar. Me Au 
Force: Rodney C. Wurst. Ga.. Air urt.e- 
Sept. 22: Henry C. Kimbrell. Ala., i .tilu- 
tiohal: Don E. Cureton. Tex., hospital Sept- 
23: Donald K. Duncan. Ky.. hospital; S miry 
(). Miller. La.. Army. Sept. 24: Mai n A 
Schlueter. Calif., hospital.

Sept. 26: Billy D. Ingram. Tex., .rniy 
Sept. 27: Hollis H. Bund. Tex.. Naxy. |rrrl 
L. Martin. III.. Army:!,. Roy Wootlru.lt Ala 
hospital; Thermon F~ Moore. Ga.. Air m"’ 
Sept. 29: James (). Beasley. Miss., -a" 
James D. Johnson. N.C.. Army: Main n M 
Rogers. Ky.. Army: C. Byron South Ala 
institutional. Sept. 30: Rhodes W. H i]"'r 
Mo.. Navy: Michael Summers. Tex., • 
Stanley Ellison While. Tex.. Air Foria 0

Rf ider Reacts:
One Man’s View 
of Woman’s Role
By Melvid Hogan

Somehow, during my years as a dea­

con. I have failed to get the impression 
of our Southern Baptist women as a 
group of docile, dominated little crea­
tures. They speak their minds, the ones 
I have known—they know how to fight.

So. with all of the fen) lib publicity 
these days, I wouldn't want to be 
around if our Baptist women as a group 
were emotionally aroused like a lion­
ess in her den over a threat to her cubs.

We live in an age of social move­
ments in America, but, regrettably, not 
every cause under the banner of equal­
ity or rights has overflowed into our 
churches from a spiritually motivated 
source.

Recently in Houston, Tex., a fem lib 
agitator tried to work up the ire of a 
group of WMU members by shaming 
them lor their willingness to remain in 
their "supporting role.” The ladies re­
fused to pick up the gauntlet—they 
already had a cause; missions.

The other night I listened patiently to. 
a fe- , lib disciple’s attack against the 
kin dom of men." I concluded that 

sue! an extremist distortion of truth 
and lilitant hysteria has no place in a 
Nev Testament church.

E' ry crusade has to have its adver- 
sar.' md in this case the oppressor was 
port :yed as the Man—the living entity 
that nost women are seeking or al- 
reai living with.

T> >e sure, I could not deny the va- 
lidit of parts of her long list of inequi- 
ll’|k 'fe is full of inequities, and men 
are 1 strangers to them.

01 when you go beyond the just 
Rr>e\ ace of a career woman wanting 
a b'‘ ‘r opportunity for promotion— 
whe the spirit of your crusade de- 
ma” a repudiation of all distinctive 
ro*ei and biological motivations in 
won. । to men relationships—then you 
are n I only talking insanely, but you

are challenging the creative work of 
God.

The woman's liberation speakers are 
talking a great deal these days about 
the evils of our society pressuring chil­
dren into stereotyped sex roles. Efforts 
are being made to eliminate all sexism 
in school curricula and educational 
practices. In other words, some fem lib 
promoters want boys and girls raised in 
an environment where there is no hu­
man sex identity at all.

Therefore before a person becomes 
too much of a fem lib fan, finding par­
allels with the movement's grievances 
in the home and the church, it might be 
good to/Consider a few basic laws and 
timeless truths that God has designed.

One "timeless"truth is this: Men and 
women are not the same.

Each has uniqife, built-in, instinctive 
traits endowed to them by the Creator. 
A normal womaYi will show feminine 
traits. A man will normally behave in 
a masculine way.'

You cannot compare the gentleness 
of a mother with the gentleness of a 
father—they each have different ways 
of demonstrating their love.

A man will naturally assume certain 
responsibilities of leadership for his 
family, to protect and provide for it. A 
woman will naturally assume the role 
.of homemaker. These .are not stereo­
typed sex roles dictated by tradition— 
but they are traditional relationships 
because of the way men and women 
have been created.

Reformists can try Io repeal the law 
from God of distinctive and instinctive 
sex trait differences between men and 
women through efforts to retrain chil­
dren. But will it serve a Christian pur­
pose?

Boys and girls are different because 
they ore boys and girls. You don't have 
to train a girl to behave like a girl. This 
is a false premise the fem lib extremists 
are touting: That children have their 
sex identities pushed and superim­
posed on them by society.

I once jaw an only child, a girl (who 
had never seen a doll), of an isolated 
backwoods family twist up a rag anil 
make a doll out of it.

And I have seen wilderness-reared

boys who had never visited a city 
supermarket or toy store, whittle out 
wooden balls, wheels, and all kinds of 
boy toys.

It is not conceited male chauvinism 
that makes a man naturally assume the 
role of a woman's provider and pro­
tector—it is the high esteem that the 
American male, or at least, the Chris­
tian male, has always had for the 
woman.

If the ultimate in fem lib equality 
were granted, if all sex roles were elim­
inated as separate life patterns of men 
and women—then, women would be 
equally responsible to provide money 
for the family as much as men.
-Certainly it is natural for women to 

support a woman for president or take 
pride in the first woman astronaut as 
"one of ours." Though in the process 
of finding identity with the female 
super-achiever, the average housewife 
shouldn't devalue her own worth. ’

Perhaps the most insidious aspect of 
fem lib radicalism today is its effort to 
put down the role of housewife, of try­
ing to make a wife not only feel dis­
criminated against for being at home, 
but subtly conveying the idea that she 
should feel a little guilty for remaining 
enslaved in the role of a normal 
mother, housewife, and homemaker.

The American home is in enough 
trouble without convincing the home­
making wives that men have impris­
oned them to an inferior sex role that 
has robbed them of the opportunities 
to fulfill their potential in life.

Our Southern Baptist churches can­
not afford to depreciate the role of the 
housewife by encouraging a resent­
ment among women toward the lead­
ership of men in the home or the 
church.

Few women have ever had the dedi­
cation or call to become a Lottie 
Moon. Yet it was dedicated Southern 
Baptist women, housewives, most of 
them, who have created our great'mis­
sion program.

Rather than an exercise in lost op­
portunities, our Baptist women have 
utilized their freedom of time to spend 
a few daylight hours over at the church 
every week while their men were at 

continued
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L liters

work. The women deservd the credit. 
No one should deny this. I

But would the WMU haVelbeen the 
same if Baptist men had failed to 
assume leadership responsibilities by 
aggressively going out to combat the 
world to provide the material needs 
for their churches and families?

Will the WMU retain its dynamic 
mission-oriented character during a 
future blend of husband-wife roles, if 
it should happen?

After talking -to the WMU leaders of 
a dozen churches in the Houston area, 
I was impressed with their concern that 
WMU leaders were growing older with­
out proportionate replacements from 
younger women.

“The young wives we are involving 
today are the highest-quality of work­
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er—educated, alert, and energetic," 
said Mrs. J.D. Allstott. a WMU leader 
in the Rice Temple Baptist Church for 
30 years. “But," she added, "we can't 
involve enough of them."

She had tried night meetings, "but 
without much success," she said. "At­
tendance is never as high among the 
regular members."

Why? "Because," she explained, “so 
many of our young wives are working 
in business offices during the day.”

There you have it. If women in the 
future are destined to spend more time 
away from home, who is going to keep 
the store—be it home or church? What 
will happen Io Southern Baptist 
churches in the future if women are 
not available to work with children in 
mission educationr^ j 

If the sex role relationships v iere 
men are the leaders and womei are 
their helpers is not the “ideal" the 
God-intended plan—what plan is bi ier?

Did God inspire the Scriplures ith- 
out providing a norm to guide us?

The original need for deacons .vas 
to have someone to minister to wic >ws 
and orphans within the church fat. ily. 
This is the same comparative le. .Ier- 
ship responsibility that a man haj for 
his family at home. It doesn't mean 
that a woman couldn't do it—in the 
home or church—but neither does it 
mean that is her responsibility.

Today, in space age America, some 
aggressive women are saying that they 
want their freedom from this respected', 
protected status. And some of them 
through skill, acumen, and dogged­
ness, are pushing themselves upward 
into a lofty niche in the business, world.

But they shouldn’t be surprised, or 
scream, "unfair!" when they encounter 
competition from men' along their 
climb. Because they are competing 
with the "prime providers" for the' 
majority of women in this nation: with 
the men who feel that it is their respon­
sibility to do the best that they can for 
their families.

And though Scriptures today are be­
ing interpreted to disprove pen's 
unique leadership role in the chi rch, 
the leadership roles that God ha^ as­
signed to men over a span of thous nds 
of years, should be some kind of gi ide- 
line for us—unless we want to dis ard 
the entire Bible.

I don't know why we have lh< au­
thoritative "God, the Father," or vhy 
the Holy Spirit has to be He, or vhy 
God sent his Son instead of his D. igh- 
ter to die on the cross, or why sus 
picked 12 men Io be his disciple in- 
stead of six men and six women. 
tainly don't believe it was God's den- 
lion l.o hold down women.

For what higher potential car any 
human have than the opporluni •" 
mold the values of each new ge ela­
tion during its formative years?

After al) is said and done, the and 
that rocks the cradle will still rul th* 
world—if if doesn't slop rocking! [1

Pr. dd to be SBC Woman
T ink you and your staff for the May 

HM
A- a young woman deeply interested 

in "ie destiny of women I read each 
arh le with anticipation and felt a sin- 
cer- pleasure in being a young woman 
in iiiese days. I am particularly proud 
of being a Southern Baptist young 
woman. I feel that our Convention has 
women who are dedicated, educated, 
spiritually Jed and can take administra­
tive and head staff positions if given 
(he opportunity. I pray that God will 
leail our Convention in these changing 
days and that we may soon see more 
women placed in higher positions with­
in our Convention.

As Baptists we wouldn't be as strong 
as we are if it wasn't, for dedicated 
women who work so diligently. Due Io 
this I believe it is limez more women 
are given greater opportunities Io use 
their talents and abilities in service Io 
our Lord.

Lorraine Cloer
Atlanta. Ga.

Nothing to Compare
Friends of mine al Union Seminary 

often share with me publical inns of 
theii denominations with articles treat­
ing the women's issue, and I have been 
loudly lamenting the fact that I had' 
noli .ng comparable to share. Frankly, 
1 w afraid that my denomination was 
not ven aware of the woman's chang­
ing >le in society apd the correspond­
ing .fed it would have on her role in 
•he hurch. I was quite wrong. Your 
Ma issue offered the most thorough- 
8<>it coverage of the many issues in- 
vol <1 that I have yet seen in a denom- 
ina mal publication.

1 <n a 1971 graduate of Southern 
••■IK .t Theological Seminary and am 
cuiWiily a resident in Clinical Pastoral 
h‘dc (ion al Lutheran Medical Center 
in • 'oklyn. Bolh my husband and I 
ar,‘ unmitfed Io a ministry among

•:n Baptists, and each of us is 
l:ur‘ tly considering the question of 
ord: lion.

A. ough I think I understand your 
fear tia| we "might move Io grant

equality to women ahead of granting 
equality Io blacks"(p. 6), I believe it is 
our Christian responsibility to chal­
lenge our society to do bolh! Therefore. 
I thank you and all the contributors to 
the May issue for a step in the right 
direction.

Bonna Whitten Stovall
New York, N.Y.

• Congratulations on a job extremely 
well done! I am glad you have dealt 
honestly and fairly with woman's 
changing role in the church. Again, 
your magazine is to be commended for 
its willingness to tackle and explore 
issues of J he day....

Ralph L. Wesl
Atlanta, Ga.

• My colleague jpd myself read the 
magazine from cover to cover before 
Ihe ink is dry. Hang in there. I believe 
our denomination is on the- "cutting 
edge” of issues today.

Hubert R. Hunting 
Athens. Ohio

• 1 love your magazine! I let il expire 
through negligence. Please consider 
focusing on the trend toward nudity, 
the acceptance of blatant pornography 
and immorality. You have a mighty 
voice and you are using it! Thank you 
for Ihe issue on occultism!

Mrs. Roland Lieck
San Antonio. Tex.

What’s Wrong?
This is not scriptural at all. I have 

been a born-again Christian for 22 
years and this lops all blunders of 
Southern Baptist. This (May issue) may 
very well be our end if this continues, 
so please take me off the mailing list. I 
don't want this stuff in my home. We 
have enough weak, liberal-minded 
men in the ministry today without 
women. (They are not supposed to pas­
tor anyway.)

Our seminaries have failed some­
where ingraining men who will be 
strong God-loving leaders.

Instead we have many who have no 
convictions of their own about Jesus.

the Lord's supper, baptism, leadership, 
and pastoring a church. The Southern 
Baptists will soon lose many members 
because of this. What's wrong? We had 
better wake up before Jesus comes. 
Cut out this lib mockery of God, and 
He will again bless us.

William Copeland 
Springfield. Ariz.

Rewarding Reading
For some time now I have been 

meaning to write and say “thank you" 
for the excellent articles appearing Ihe 
last number of years in the magazine. 
They have been and continue to be ex­
cellent. Keep up Ihe good work.

-As a Southern Baptist chaplain work­
ing in a V.A. hospital, I am always 
grateful when < receive HOME MIS­
SIONS and rewarded as I read Ihe 
magazine. The current issue is particu­
larly well done on "Woman's Changing 
Role in Ihe Church." The articles are 
excellent and very informative. I was 
happy to hear that as Southern 
Baptists, we have at least three or­
dained women. I had thought nothing 
had been done by Southern Baptist 
churches in this area.

Blewett A. Smyth 
Battle Creek. Mich.

Just the Facts, Ma’am
I would like actual people: name, 

assignment, church or mission, town, 
state and what he or she did Io and 
with whom, with what results. If 80 
percent of the contents of HOME MIS­
SIONS and the Commission won’t easi­
ly adapt to use in a WMU program (pri­
marily, hopefully it could be used in 
many church-related programs and de- 
votionals, a positive help in the total 
church training program) not vague 
repetitious theories. I gel Ihe feeling an 
issue is one big composite, that none 
of the words are for real.

I haven’t read an issue in months. 
I glance through each as il comes, look 
at the pictures and captions. I've tried 
a page now ami again: loo vague, and 
pages of repetition.

Elma Thornell
Dallas. Tex.
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Compelled to Write!
After reading HOME MISSIONS for 

May I'm just compelled to write con­
cerning our Woman's Missionary 
Union. When I first received the litera­
ture for the change, I was heartsick. I 
knew it would tear down so much the 
pioneer WMU had built up. A thought 
came to me, surely we have an enemy 
somewhere working in the change that 
wants to divide us or someone wanting 
to make a name for himself. In our 
circles we had a prayer chairman that 
was alert on all of prayer, also mission 
chairman that kept up with commun­
ity missions, and we were always kept 
informed of the needs in our town or 
community.

At that time we had three afternoon 
circles, one turning and one nj^ht— 
and now we have a Bible group and 
mission action and our hands are not 
near as dirty as they once were in serv­
ice. It was so hard to choose: a ^Jible 
group, prayer group or missiorj action. 
We must have it all. But we do not have 
a prayer group, and in the circles we 
had it all. And, too, at one time we had 
business^, and professional circles at 
night, that was doing a great work and 
somewhere along the line someone dis­
couraged that. I can't for the life of me 
see how you think the old traditional 
stagnant ideas have caused our down­
fall.

I remember well when Southern 
Baptists failed in their (1920) 75-mil- 
lion campaign, how the WMU began to 
lift the indebtedness. As for women to 
be ordained for deacons or pastors, 
God didn't place sdeh a heavy burden 
on women: however, we have many 
good Christian women (who) could do 
the job but gave us the highest position 
on earth, being a mother, to train sweet 
helpless innocent children to grow up 
and live a life to honor and glorify our 
Father.

I think our girls should have the best 
of education and if necessary be ca­
pable of making a living for her and 
family. So as Ms. Owens comments on 
cleaning deadwood off the rolls, I hope 
and pray we will have a new birth and 
again have a WMU as it once was.

So as you say we have traded hats

and beads for dirty hands. Well, s ;ms 
like now we are trading for wigs and 
hot pants and clean hands, so m ybe
some will get -to heaven. I just thi 
mistake was made hoping for the 
ter and it just didn't work. Just adn 
was wrong and quit finding way 
justify it......

Mrs. Tom Clark 
Kennett, Mo.

>et-

lo

Ms.—New Low
1 am so furious I could almost scorch 

this paper. At last I found some time to 
read May HM and found your nauseat­
ing use of Ms.

The use of that abbreviation for the 
title of womanhood slides to a n?w low. 
What a woman can accomplish has no 
relation to her status as married or un­
married, but destroying the signifi­
cance of a married woman’s title also 
destroys the significance of the home 
and family. You open many doors of 
sacrilege and confusion with the use of 
those letters—and as a Christian maga­
zine I expect you to uphold the princi­
ples of home and family as our Scrip­
tures leach us.

I have worn the title of Mrs. many 
years—worn it proud and humbly. My 
right Io that title has liberated me 
toward complete fulfillment as a wom­
an. Being the Mrs. in a family—produc­
ing members of that family—gi ing 
love in the most rewarding way- s a 
glorious experience and I'll not permit
it to be degraded, I refuse to read 
issue of HOME MISSIONS and 
more like.it.

Mrs. Carl E. St. John 
Kansas City, Mo.

Editor's note: We explained in the 
why we used Ms (page 3). My per 
opinion is that the best change v. 
provide a designation foe men ■ 
their marital status.

• We just received the May issi 
Please cancel pur subscription. Wt
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.an­
no! stand to see what is happenh 1 10
our denomination. My husband < 
have been Southern Baptists for 
than 30 years. Our son is in a B; 
college, preparing for the ministry

torr 
.list 
We

ha\ been active, in every phase of our 
wot We have spent our lives trying to 
sen our Lord in Southern Baptist 
chu1 hes. Now, our hearts are broken 
to . e liberalism, socialism and a lot 
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V\ realize it is fulfilling of our bless­
ed Bible, but how it hurts to see it come 
among our own people!

Wl^y should women have a changing 
role in the church? The Bible hasn't 
changed. I am 45 and hardly want to 
be included in the female race any­
more. Woman's liberation? From 
what? It seems to me we have every­
thing that is good (I do) and are only 
trying to destroy all that is right. When 
men start having the babies, then I will 
believe that God intended this tragic 
reversal of male and female roles.

Mrs. Woody McPherson 
Pinetop, Ariz.

•I have read with interest the May 
issue.... I notice in defense of women 
preachers that Gal. 3:28 is quoted to 
show that male and female are equal in 
Christ. A person reasons from this that 
if a man can be a bishop, then so can a 
woman since they are one in Christ.

It seems to me that there'is a vast dif­
ference between being "one" in Christ 
and eing the same or exactly alike as 
reg.- ds their duties and obligations to 
Got! A man and a woman are "one" in 
mai age, but certainly they have dif- 
ferr responsibilities to God. Jew and 
Gen Ie, slave and free man, male and 
fem • are one in Christ, but they cer­
tain are different from each other.

1 qualifications for a bishop in 
* 1 3:2-7 are qualifications for a
,nai Some would say that Ihe qualifi- 
cal1 s that a bishop be "the husband 
“f'> wife" is just a qualification if the 

is a man. With this reasoning 
°ne »uld have to do away with the 
Mua cation that a bishop "will rule 
"ls n house," because it certainly is 
a 9 ification that only a man can 
mee nee, according to the Scriptures. 
a m is to be the head of the home.

N' if these two qualifications can 
”e । noved from the Scriptures so ।

that a woman can be a .bishop, then 
why could we not remove the qualifi­
cations that she be "viliganl, sober, of 
good behavior, etc."? If we are to 
change two qualifications so that a 
woman can be a bishop, could We not 
change or do away with them all?

But what shall we do with the man 
who desires the office of a bishop? 
Shall we require that he meet the qual­
ifications set forth in the Scriptures and 
at the same time not require this of the 
woman?

Is this not taking "woman's lib" too 
far?

Homer Worsham 
/L Holly Springs, Miss.

Don’t Be Deterred
Please keep up your good work, and 

do not be cfcterred by those who claim 
you are too revolutionary. You could 
not be much more so than Jesus was. 
I'll be seventy-six years old in a few 
days and believe me I have needed to 
change my mind several times as to 
how our work should be done.

Here is a small contribution toward 
your work, and with my love, prayers, 
and best wishes....

Roscoe A. Brooks 
Norman. Okla.

• Your May issuepf HoImE MISSIONS 
is quite the nicest, most comprehensive 
discussion of “Woman's Changing 
Role" that I have ever read.

I especially like the Editor's "Equal­
ity and Stained Glass." Thanks for your 
understanding heart. We could use 
more like you.

Mrs. Ona McCalley 
Ft. Worth, Tex.

Scary Cover?
...Can't you use something more 

attracti-ve for covers of HOME MIS­
SIONS? (Re: June issue)

Mrs. Bertha Bailey 
Utopia. Tex.

AlHhe Way
As a US-2er. I am always thankful for 

things that come free, and on the lop 
of my list is HOME MISSIONS. Each

month I look forward Io receiving this 
periodical because I always know that 
it will stimulate my mind and broaden 
my scope of God at work in America.

Every issue is right on Ihe cutting 
edge of life, and I know of no other 
Baptist periodical that is willing to 
explore the most exciting phases of the 
ever changing American life as you do. 
And so I say “Right On!"

Your magazine is such a valuable 
resource. I recently learned of a stu­
dent that was using Ihe issue on the 
aging for his college course on geriat­
rics. Such'' a relevant magazine will 
have inroads that others cannot know 
of.

Once again, thanks for the nicest 
“free" thing I receive. I'm behind you 
all the way.

Lon Johnson . 
Denver, Colo.

Disgraceful Beach Scene
Usually 1 agree with your articles. 

The issue on demons was timely and 
greatly needed. Some of your pictures 
are disgraceful to our denomination like 
Ihe beach scene of near nude persons 
on page two of June, 1972 issue. Your 
including it in our magazine means an 
endorsement pf such lack of attire. If 
God in the flesh had been by your side 
would you have used this picture, a bad 
illustration of a good article?

Jewel Westerman 
Floresville, Tex.

Ordination Protest
Item number twelve (12) in Ihe min­

utes of the Central Indiana Baptist 
Association held May 16. 1972 al the 
Marwood Baptist Church, reads as fol­
lows: "Bro. Billy Gott moved that the 
Central Indiana Baptist Association 
send a letter of protest to the 'Home 
Mission Magazine' voicing objection to* 
Ihe ordaining of women to (he Gospel' 
ministry, with the request that our pro­
test be published. Les Burgess second­
ed the motion which carried unani­
mously."

R. Dale Wolfe
Indianapolis. Indiana
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THE RESOURCE BOOKS YOU NEED
FOR THE NEW CHURCH YEAR
BIBU TIACHING PROGRAM PLAN BOOK. 1*72-73
Th* baik tool for planning th* year's Bibi* teaching program and for 
conducting Sunday School council meetings. Activity sel*ction sh**ts, 
calendar work sheets, and the Sunday School Achievement Guide aid in 
annual planning and monthly planning and (valuation. (CMV*otien) $1.25

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAN BOOK, 1*72-73
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAN BOOK, 1*72-71
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAN BOOK, 1*72-73
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL PLAN BOOK, 1*73-73 '

Practical aids for planning, conducting, and evaluating the work. Each 
8J6 x 11-inch book, thr**-hol« punched, contains Achievement Guides, 
calendar planning sheets, suggested activities, and other helpful materials.

(CenvenHen) Each, SI.00

CHURCH TRAINING RISOURCI AND PLANNING GUIDE, 1*72-73
Aid for church staff and training program leaders in planning and con­
ducting the training program for o yeor. Six* 8h x II inches, plastic 
binding. (Ceeveistiee) BStPSP

MUSIC PROGRAm’pLAN BOOK, 1*72-73
Action suggestions, program plans, Achievement Guide, budget forms, and 
other materials In a resource tool to be used in administering th* work of 
th* music program. Sire 8h x II inch**, punched for a standard 3-ring 
binder. 80 pages. (CwsvestHeu) $2.00

WMU YEARBOOK, 1*72-73
Contains da 
Guides, and 
WMU age gi

* for the coming church year, Achievement 
activities to meet their rcquirarmnts for each 
'• (Woman's Missionary Union) SO*

11 Inches, 24 pages, with soddf* wire binding.

pr*s*nts methods and
Six* 8V6xll Inches, 16 f

Nt THEORY AND PRACTIC*

of various church organixatlan* and leaders, 
carrying out the approach to visitation.

resource books fee the new 
church year. Order frees

Prlcos subject to


