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On last night's news, unemployment 
reached its highest level since 1941. 
Chrysler had its lowest quarterly earnings 
in years. The "SUB" fund, which supple­
ments unemployment benefits for unem­
ployed workers, ran out for several com­
panies. The stock market dipped. But 
food prices lowered in two of four "mar­
ket-basket test" cities, and a govern­
ment official predicted the economy had 
bottomed out." □ If the news seems old, 

it s because we've heard it every night 
since the economy wallowed into its cur- 
ent "recession/inflation." That's "spiral­
ling inflation" and "creeping recession," 
as the cliche goes. □ Inflation, we're told, 
spirals .when increased prices lead to de­
mands for increased wages, which lead 
to increased prices, etc. Recession creeps, 
on the other hand, because people do not 
buy goods/services, creating a surfeit of 
same, which leads to cutbacks in produc­
tion, which causes unemployment, which 
leads to fewer purchases... □ Before 
this column inflates/fecesses off the page, 
we should note that in previous times, 
recessions and inflations did not occur 
simultaneously. But computers and as­
sorted modern miracles have changed 
that. □ With that lesson in economics, 
you know what's affecting you. If you

keep reading, you'll also know what and 
how that same thing is affecting other 
Baptists and Baptist churches. □ Maybe, 
that is. For we're not sure that what is 
happening in early May will be continu­
ing in June, when you receive this (along 
with your tax rebate check, we hope). 
The economy could pirouette and our 
timely issue be like yesterday's spaghetti. 
Frankly, we hope so; we'd enjoy seeing 
this issue outdated before publication. □ 
But even if the economy upswings, some 
people's situation would change little. 
Reporter Tim Nicholas, who wrote about 
Christian ministries in this, issue, came 
away feeling deeply concerned about 
the plight of the poor. Nicholas' research 
made him reconsider poverty and decide 
it was a "relative condition." He didn't 
see people sleeping in the streets or starv­
ing to death—as happens in other coun­
tries. But he did, find people "terribly 
poor by U.S. standards." He came away 
with a plea to "stop judging persons who 
have too many children, but instead help i 
pass laws that give children of welfare/ 
recipients a chance to get off the welfare 
rolls. Adds Nicholas: "No matter what 
you think, people are suffering—and a lot 
of people are worse off than you." •
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Despite the nation’s 
economic problems, 
Baptists—even in 
auto-poor Detroit— 
seem little affected.

by Celeste Loucks 
Photography by Don Rutledge
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Detroit. The city of wheels. A graying 
metropolis lying along Ihe Detroit River, 
gasping puffs of industrial smoke and 
nervously watching the sporadic flow of 
automobiles which dot ,the freeways 
named Fdrd, Chrysler, Fisher, Cadillac... 
and Edsel.

For millions of Americans, Detroit— 
with its long lines of unemployed and its 
late model cars backed up in massive fac­
tories—has become a symbol of the reces­
sion.

When asked about the effects of the 
economy on their churches, Southern 
Baptist pastbrfe and convention leaders 
throughout the United States have taken 
a stance of watchful waiting. Frequently 
they admit some belt tightening in cer­
tain areas. Usually they point to the plight 
back east and remark, "We're sure not 
hurting like they are in Detroit."

Terrible year
Things in Detroit haven't been easy. 

Henry For^ll was quoted as saying, 
"This year is going to be terrible." Local 
newscasters interview women and young 
men protesting lay-offs attributed to lack 
of seniority. Men complain of early retire­
ment. Many temporarily out of work have 
taken unseasonal "vacations."

Prices continue to rise, and those with 
jobs must alter living standards commen­
surate with reduced overtime. Some have 
located part-time jobs or have gone back 
to school. All look apprehensively at the 
eventual loss of supplemental ejnploy- 
ment benefits (SUB).

An economic microcosm northwest of 
its industrial parent, Detroit, is Flint, 
Mich.

Generally, Flint goes as Buick goes.
When an ailing national economy 

forced General Motors to throw on the 
brakes, a chain reaction jolted through 
Flint. Fisher Body, AC Spark Plugs, the 
V-8 engine plant slowed. Trucking and 
railroad companies normally hauling 
auto parts cut back. The economy, in gen­
eral, slumped. Eyeing dwindling SUB 
funds, unrelated businesses around town 
hesitated ordering new stock.

Pastoral optimism
Uneasy with threats of further reces­

sion, yet looking forward to some up­
surge in the economy, pastors gather in 
the storefront Genesee Association office 
in Flint for the weekly pastors' confer­
ence. They speak with optimism damp-

|UNl. I |Ut Y

ened only by the overcast day—and the 
undercurrent of economic uncertainty fil­
tering down, in some degree, to Southern 
Baptist leaders across the country.

Acquainted with unemployment per­
petuated by strikes and layoffs, the com­
munity has learned to cope, to recognize 
the silver lining.

"Our finances are running above last 
year," reports one of about a dozen pas­
tors seated in folding chairs in the 
crowded room. "Nobody was laid off at 
my church," offered another, who adds 
the recession had not adversely affected 
his program.

"We've had the highest offering in the 
history of the church," brags the pastor 
of a 12-year-old congregation. "We're 
.pushing up around 90 attendance," he 
says, explaining that in the face of crisis, 
people's priorities have changed. "It's 
just from God," he continues; because of 
the economic situation, fewer church
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More common was the response of Ray 
• Roberts of Ohio, who pointed out that 

Cooperative Program receipts for the 
year were already running $25,000 above 
last year's figure.

And Bill Landers, president of the Bap­
tist Foundation of Colorado, comments, 
"I don't think the recession has had any 
effect on our churches in Colorado. We 
set an all-time record of Lottie Moon 
gifts."

He points to "doubling memberships" 
in churches, churches retiring debts and 
few reports of members being laid off, 
adding, "I any really optimistic. It would 
have to get a lot worse before it's worry­
ing time for us."

National convention leaders also re­
port few signs that the recession/infla- 
tion-plagued economy is handicapping 
Southern Baptist churches. Sunday 
School Board publications have seen no 
drop in literature orders, although Bap­
tist Book Stores report-fewer purchases.

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering . 
for Foreign Missions is up 21.32 percent 
over the record-breaking 1973 total and, 
although Home Missions' Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering receipts are just 
beginning to trickle in, they too seem up- 
first reports indicate almost 50 percent 
above last year.

"During these difficult months in the 
economy," says HMB Executive Director 
Arthur B. Rutledge, "these-reports are 
extremely encouraging." He adds that 
he considers the giving remarkable in 
light of economic conditions.

Cooperative Program gifts ’are also 
running well ahead of last year's totals, । 
says W.C. Fields of Baptist Press in Nash- ( 
ville. But, Fields admits "we're still ' 
hardly keeping up with inflation." ,

Fields also points out that the SBC ’ 
Brotherhood Commission in Memphis 
has trimmed twelve people from its staff 
to cut expenditures, but Brotherhood of­
ficials refuse to link the firings solely to ] 
the economy. "Part of it was a result of 
budget cutting necessities," says one t 
Brotherhood worker, "but part of it was ( 
better stewardship of the resources we i 
have."

r i 1Lone losses c
The only SBC agency obviously af- s 

fected has been the Annuity Board, i 
which reports 1974 would have been its t

best year financially, except for losses 
■ incurred in the stock market.

Comparing losses and gains, the An­
nuity Board chalked up a record number 
of new members and record receipts 
from premiums: more than $32 million. 
Income from real estate peaked at close 
to $5 million. Funds in trust stood at an 
all time high with more than $353 million. 
But losses from bonds and short term 
investments amounted to $21 million. 
Net loss was $11.3 million.

But it was a paper loss only.
Clearly Southern Baptists have not 

been as hard hit as they were, for ex­
ample, in the 1950s recession, a fact some 
observers speculate to be a result of the 
denomination's "upward mobility."

"Southern Baptists have always been 
a farriT- and blue-collar oriented denomi­
nation," says one Baptist leader, "but re­
cently, a growing number have become 
white-collar people—and the white-collar 
folks have'Tjeen the least affected by this 
recession."

Others add that Southern Baptists are 
most numerous in states least influenced 
by current trends—like Texas and Okla­
homa, where an oil-and-insurance econ­
omy keeps dollars flowing and unemploy­
ment low.

At the watershed
Yet, despite the optimistic reports and 

the generally healthy pulsebeat of the de­
nomination, many leaders admit it is too 
soon to determine what will happen. 
"Were at the watershed," says one. "We 
may know by mid-summer, but right now, 
it's too early to tell. If all our people that 
are out of work quit getting unemploy­
ment compensation before they are re­
hired, it's going to hurt. But if the econ­
omy perks up and our people go back 
to work, we'll never feel any impact," 
she says, "except the lessened spending 
power of our dollar. And that's a boat 
everybody's in."

There are, however, some isolated 
pockets that are uncomfortable enough 
toconcern some Southern Baptists:

The South Carolina convention reports 
receiving monies which pushed them 
over the 1974 budget. The state seems 
healthy, economically, but...

The area around Union, S.C., hit an 
unemployment rate of 49.5 percent. The 
city's economy is based on textile mills, 
so when business faltered, instead of lay­
ing off half of the workers permanently, 
the mills employed their people half time.

. Continued
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Recent reports indicate employment 
has dropped back down to 14 percent, 
but even during the crisis period, says the 
area's director of missionsS'Villiam Clyde, 
churches maintained the^r giving. Spe­
cial offerings and previously established 
benevolence funds helped churches reach 
out to a needy community.

Churches also worked in concert with 
the Salvation Army, which served as a 
clearing house for food and clothing. As 
the Chamber of Commerce mobilized to 
attract a non-textile industry, churches 
rallied behind. Chamber of Commerce 
membership doubled. "Even I've joined," 
Clyde says, with a chuckle.

The Northwest Baptist Convention, 
accustomed to layoffs from strikes and 
seasonal unemployment with lumbering 
business, has felt few effects from reces­
sion. In fact, the set-back does not com­
pare to "when that Boeing (aircraft) 
shut down.'x explains Dan Stringer,' 
executive secretary of the convention. 
However...

Stringer admits there are small pockets 
of need. To meet these, authorities from 
Portland have explained the food stamps 
program to associational directors of mis­
sions. They have also been available to 
speak about food stamps during pastors 
conferences. Stringer, meanwhile, plans 
a 1976 budget well above this year's— 
but complete with cushions. "While I'll 
be budgeting more," he says, "if the econ­
omy did shake. I'll have a way out."

With ski buffs swarming the slopes 
this past winter and alfalfa growing ip 
the Rio Grande valley, New Mexico econ­
omy has not been seriously affected, 
according to Sil Ayala of the state conven­
tion. Missionaries received 10 percent 
raises, he reports, and there have been 
raises for convention employees. Yet...

A protest against the layoff of 140 Nav- 
ahos employed at Fairchild Camera & 
Instrument Corp., has left 473 Navahos 
jobless. Explains Dalton Edwards, an 
HMB missionary who pastors First Bap­
tist Church of Shiprock. N.M.:

Fairchild suspended operations
members of the militant American Indian 
Movement—including no Fairchild em­
ployees—refused to vacate the plant they 
occupied as a protest action. Members of 
Edwards' church already had drawn sev­
erance pay and were looking for jobs. 
Efforts were underway to encourage a 
competitor to. resume operation of the 
plant. But the protest killed the efforts.

Although Edwards' own salary is paid

De pite optimism, 
lea ers admit it’s 
toe soon to predict 
wh t will happen

Giving: “A spiritual matter”
I "My c .itention is, giving is not an 
I econcin ;c matter—but a spiritual 
I thing.'
I So buys Jaroy Weber, president of 
I the Southern Baptist Convention. 
I "The history of Southern Baptists in- 
I dicates our churches will always re- 
I spond in atn hour of crisis," Weber 
I continues. "This will become evident, 
I in this time in our history."
I Variations of Weber's comments 
I have been reiterated throughout the 
I SBC, and actions of congregations 
I across the country support those 
I words.
I When Union County, S.C., experi- 
I enced 49.5 percent unemployment 
I due to a limping textile industry, some 

churches experienced increased giv­
ing, and attendance is up, according

I to William P. Clyde, director of mis- 
I sions. "I think this is going to be one 

of the record years, as far as profes­
sions of faith are concerned," he says.

Love offerings, relatives assisting 
one another—families adopting other 
families in need—all have been efforts 
to aid members of a suddenly econom­
ically deprived community. Clyde says, 
"It's been a pretty thrilling thing, see­
ing the support people have giveri the 
churches."

One of the smaller churches has 
wptiz. d 41 persons in less than half a

I year. Others say every Sunday they 
are having professions of faith... 
maybe pastors have been praying 

pough n ssion funds, and only a hand- 
Plof met bers are tithers, Edwards says 
kshutd wn is "going to have its toll... 
pcnild as a real boost to our econ- 
hy."-

P- Norm, Wood, associational officer 
r vorker, expresses a style of 
f*;  Wr cp our trust in the Lord, 
Wr owr lings." Bottom, Janies Jones, 

T' iton First Baptists, has a
LL^tel i,eral'n8 ,n ff'e church 
°°r^0‘ Bus ministry volunteers help 

N°pltO' i/iejr roufes jn any way possible. 

more," Clyde conjectures. "I believe 
the Lord has let us experience this to 
let us know we are not self-sufficient. 
We are dependent on the Lord."

Trenton, Mich., in the midst of what 
used to be the "Motor Cities Associa­
tion" of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, deals in steel and Chrysler motor 
engines. When things are booming, 
men work up to five double shifts a 
week. But as the automobile manufac­
turers shifted into low gear this year, 
the supplying industries were caught 
in the crunch, along with their sur­
rounding communities.

"We've felt the bite," comments 
James Jones, pastor of the First Bap­
tist Church in TreFton.

Despite the situation, the congrega­
tion continues to Respond to benevo­
lence offerings taken in conjunction 
with the Lord's Supper and to special 
offerings requested when the need 
arises. On one occasion, the congrega­
tion responded to an elderly man in 
the community who had undergone 
brain surgery. The man's sole income 
was social security. And since he could 
no longer drive, the 71-year-old had 
sold his car to help pay stifling doctor 
and hospital bills.
t The man's doctor prescribed the 

purchase of a three-wheel bike tot serve 
as transportation and exercise. But the 
man could not afford it. The church 
was confronted with the nqed. "We 
received $206—just on the spur of the 

Inflationary dollars
In Flint, as in the pockets of poverty in 

other states, many churches have taken 
in more dollars—resulting from increased 
membership or renewed dedication—but 
frequently inflation insidiously has gob­
bled up the difference. And even though 
several Flint churches reported optimism 
individually, when asked if finances were 
down for the association, treasurer Nor­
man Wood answered with a wry smile, 
"I'd say so.

"You realize, the income of the associa­
tion depends on the income of the 
churches," Wood explains. "We've been 
down the past few months as a result."

In Flint and Detroit, churches are skin­

ning budgets. Many churches in the 
Genesee Association, Wood says, are giv­
ing less. Others are paying later. Wood 
says to salvage priorities, at his own 
church "we dropped the janitor, dropped 
the flower fund, had the telephone taken 
out.

"We just about felt like we cut all we 
could."

Many pastors in Flint and Detroit are 
warily watching the restless agony <jf 
young men who have been out of work, 
and listening to the jobless workers' 
rumblings trekking south. Companies 
from Houston and Dallas have inter­
viewed in Michigan and taken some em­
ployees back with them. T.B. Smith, pas-

moment," says Jones. "We purchased 
it for him and we'll present it to him 
next Sunday."

HMB missionary Dalton Edwards 
pastors First Baptist Church of Ship­
rock, N.M. His predominantly Navaho 
congregation does not yet pay their 
pastor's salary, and Edwards explains 
he considers it real spiritual growth 
"when we get a new.trther."

A protest seizure of the Fairchild 
Camera & Instrument Corp, in Ship­
rock, staged by the American Indian 
Movement, resulted in suspension of 
operations by the plant. The 140 Nav­
ahos who originally lost jobs during 
the protested cutback were joined .by 
333 others when Fairchild dosed 
down. A deacon from the First Baptist 
Church in Shiprock was among them.

Without Fairchild, Shiprock's job 
market is limited to sheepherding or 
tending cornfields and watermelon 
patches. So Navahos are forced to 
seek employment outside the small 
town.

Saturday, this deacon was going to 
his folks place—65 miles west," re­
calls Edwards, explaining the man 
probably was leaving in search of a 
job. But before he left for that week­
end, the deacon sent Edwards some 
money. "I suppose this was his last 
paycheck," Edwards explains. "But he 
sent his tithe."

For Southern Baptists nationwide, 
that seems a way of life. •
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Churches are affect 
by unemploymen 
outside their
own congregatior s.

-tor of Bray Road Baptist outside of Flint, 
said 20 of his members have been laid off. 
Agreeing the psychological effect is per­
haps as devastating as any, he tells of 
young men lamenting, "I don't want to 
be a welfare case."

Smith said his church has- organized 
fellowships for these young married 
couples. "The men lift weights together, 
play basketball—really come on strong 
for church training time," he says, em­
phasizing that their sharing together has 
made a difference. Otherwise, "They 
really get down."

Calls for help
As in other areas of the nation, the 

Flint-Detroit churches also have been 
affected by unemployment outside their 
immediate fellowships. At Thanksgiving 
and Christmas requests came to help feed 
needy families. Requests, have continued 
through the year.

"We're set up so we can give almost 
anyone who comes by some kind of tem­
porary help," explains the pastor of a 
"blue-collar" church in a Detroit suburb.

Insisting his church is not able to enter 
a full-fledged social ministry, the pastor 
said some referrals are made to county 
social services.

Referring to a recent example, he re­
calls a dilapidated car pulling up to the 
church and the driver asking for financial 
assistance. "You really don't know if they 
are passing through or live in^the com­
munity," he said. "They may be hitting 
every church. Some believe the church 
is a soft touch. That's just one of theTacts 
of life."

Usually, the pastor dips into the 
church's emergency fund. "Either way, 
you're going to hate yourself," he says, 
shaking his head, "so you give them $10 
or $15 so you can sleep at night."

An interdenominational task force for 
hunger works with an inner-city black 
congregation in Detroit. National Bap­
tists met in an effort to establish areas 
of ministry in case "things become 
worse."

In a community where the cheapest 
home is $32,000, "we don't have any 
starvation," says James Jones, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church in Trenton. But 
since mid-December the church gathers 
a benevolence offering during Lord's 
Supper observances. In a period from 
December to mid-March, $500 was spent 
to help the needy. Jones says deacons 
investigate requests and ordinarily re­
spond with groceries.

Mickey Nardin (right), pastor of Fairview 
Avenue Baptist, visits his church's 
neighborhood center, one of the few Io 
servive the economic crisis. Right: Pa>tor 
Isias Hernandez encourages frugality in his 
Spanish-speaking mission in Pontiac, bwl 
plans to build despite hard limes.

Special grant
Although national audience , se 

trailing lines of jobless in Det oit lu 
across their television screei s dui 
evening newscasts, may be onvin 
unemployment is the overriding prow 
residents aften disagree.

Bob Wilson, executive secret, ry for 
Michigan convention, says, ' Vhat 
media doesn't tell is the unem; ioyed 
picking up 95 percent of their pa chec 
He and others in the Mkhiga con« 
tion believe the real threat is inflat

Nevertheless, the Home Miss on Bo 
in a spring meeting, sent a sp> ial 81 
of $5,000 to*Fhe  Baptist Stat< Com 
tion of Michigan to help it mi -t obi 
tions "in the face of a sharp iecline 
receipts."

Running in the red
Thumbing through a stack of ddchu

budgets, Alvin Clark, pastor of a 600- 
member church in Livonia, a western 
suburb of Detroit, comments his gas bill 
has almost doubled in two years. His 
problem was echoed across the conven­
tion.

Beyond burdensome utility bills and 
telephone costs, the price of food seems 
to be taking a significant bite out of 
church budgets. Charging $1 for adults 
at church suppers and 50 cents for chil­
dren—not more than $3 per family—"I'm 
not coping with food prices," admits Bil­
ly Whitt, pastor of the 1,000-member 
Columbia Avenue Baptist Church and 
president of the state convention. "I 
won't deny it. We're running in the red. 
We were $295 over our budget in the first 
tvyo months." -

Churches with bus ministries are 
pinched by the price of fuel. Some have 
been forced to cut back on buses. Others 
are apprehensive about the future if fuel 
prices reach $1 a gallon. .

No cuts in Co-Op
When asked what he thought they 

would cut back if the economic situation 
worsened, one pastor removed his 
glasses, frowned, and replied, "That's a 
rough question." After mulling over the 
matter, he laughed and said, "The Coop­
erative Program?"

"But quickly he made it clear he was 
kidding. It seemed to be an option un­
heard of among pastors in the Detroit 
area, who stubbornly hold to the percent­
age of funds, at least, designated for the 
Cooperative Program, and to mission 
projects. Often these are priorities over 
staff salaries.

"As far as cutting is concerned, mis­
sions would be the last to be cut," as­
serted a layman. "I'll say most of the 
churches are like us. They started in a 
pioneer area. They know what missions 
means.

"We think we have received more help 
than we are giving out," he explains.

As an example, the First Baptist Church 
in Trenton will not have new hymnals for 
awhile and their building program has 
been postponed. But the church has taken 
on one mission and has earmarked funds 
to help two more missions this year?

Down Chrysler Freeway, and meeting 
temporarily on the edge of Pontiac, Mich., 
Isaias Hernandez explains his 46-mem- 
ber church has begun 32 missions in 
Mexico—his native country.

Hernandez works part-time, five days
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Missions would 
be last to be cut 
They know what 
missions means.'

Defying Diagnoses & Prognoses

If this is recession, where are the soup lines?
In the face of unemployment well-over eight percent and 

a double-digit inflation rate, many Southern Baptists have 
expressed skepticism over serious economic problems:

"I think the news media has blown this thing to Hujh 
heaven," insists James Smith, executive secretary to the 
Illinois convention. Looking around his state which report­
edly has a jobless population numbering less than half a 
million, Smith said no cutbacks have been suggested for 
their convention. In fact, they purchased twenty-two 1975 
automobiles. Pointing to economic projections—a year ago 
forecasters were debating if unemployment would reach 
6 percent—Smith said, "I find none of the predictions are 
real accurate. I am not willing to buy the gloom reports."

Refusing to make concessions to "hard times," Cecil Ray 
director of the Stewardship Division for the Baptist Gen­
eral Convention in Texas, says "We just don't believe the 
economy is the major problem we face." Surrounded by a 
state where oil and service industries have helped salvage 
the economy, he adds, "We are not even thinking of any­
thing but continual growth." Admitting that recently there 
had been indications of minor fist tightening among scat­
tered congregations in the Lone Star State, Ray says the 
convention has not ignored reported shaky economy—"but 
we have almost ignored it."

Even Detroit pastors complain the 1958 recession had 
more devastating effects on their churches than has the 
current economic crisis.

If the laymen are confused by the economic situation, 
with its dubious indicators and week-to-week fluctuations, 
it is no wonder. The experts have done no better in diagno­
sing the nation's ailing economy—or making an accurate 
prognosis.

Traditionally, both recession and inflation do not occur 
simultaneously. But the "facts" are:

National output has fallen 11 percent below the peak of 
November, 1973. Factory orders in early spring were at the 
lowest level in 12 months—down 15 percent from the Au­
gust high—businesses have waited for old inventories to be 
depleted rather than place new orders. Retail sales reached 
nearly the lowest point.in 3'4 years, with sales down 7.5 
percent from a year ago. With inflation outdistancing con­
sumer wages, buying power was forced down 5 percent. 
Permits to build homes have been scarce. Profits dropped 
about 20 percent in the last quarter of 1974, and the gross

national product took its sharpest decline since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.

Leading indicators point to a deeper recession. The un­
employment rate is projected to peak at 10 or 12 perCent 
this summer. Yet Treasury Secretary William E. Simon pre­
dicts the deafn of recession shortly.

Part of the confusion over what's happening to the econ­
omy is due to the capricious effect of inflation on income, 
its distorted effects on business.

Further skepticism may be due to the fact that the effects 
of this economic pullback have been spotty. In the 1940s, 
across the board, families pressured by shortages planted 
victory gardens and hoarded gas coupon. Contending with 
today's recession, citizens wear WIN uttons and slip- 
port local chambers of commerce camp..igns. Frequently, 
this recession has leaned on isolated, heavily industrial­
ized communities. While the textile areas of Georgia and 
the Carolinas have been hard hit with unemployment rates 
as high as 25 percent, Colorado's unemployment barely 
pushed past five percent.

Comparing this recession with that of the late fifties, 
Lewis Hill, a Southern Baptist and professor of economics 
at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, said unemployment 
is more widespread today. And the magnitude of infl. tion 
for 1957-58 was only about "one-third of what it is now." 
However, many have not felt such a severe crunch, he sus­
pects, because of much better welfare: unemploy nent 
benefits, insurance programs and food stamps.

Hill, joining nationally quoted economists, predi ts a 
decelerating inflation, unless the Federal Reserve I >ard 
"gives in to monetize" a federal deficit. The $60 b Ilion 
budget requested could jump to $75 or even $90 billio i, he 
explains. If the Federal Reserve bows to Congress onal 
pressures, he feels inflation could move to 15 perce -t in 
1976.

While bold headlines deal with inflation-unem^loyi ent­
recession, the "crisis" he sees as even more acute has iken 
a back seat. While the country relied on adequate ei ?rgy 
supplies as it pulled out of econonjjp depression o the 
thirties and recession of the fifties, Hill says, "It ma\ well 
be that people don't realize the seriousness of the e ergy 
situation." Due to accelerated exploration for fossil uels 
on home soil, he believes the 1980s may be a period cl >rac- 
terized with abundant fuel. But he warns, "By the 1 ‘90s. 
we will be actually running out." •
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•h doubles as pastor of Antioch Baptist church and as equal employment 
nalor for the GM Truck and Coach Division. Bottom, Dwain Larimore, 
ark Baptist in Flint, hopes the church can soon hire some of its 

ers to do the work these volunteers do now. One effect of the economic 
ark has been a series of burglaries. Since last November, the church 
I bus batteries, its public address system and the annual Easter offering.

a week, to help support himself. In spite 
of the fact his congregation is eagerly 
reviewing blueprints for the construc­
tion of a church building, and several 
members have been laid off, Hernandez 
insists his people consider their mission 
work a matter of top priority.

The Lord has laid it on their hearts," 
he explains with a wide smile. "We teach 
the people to trust in the Lord."

Drops scary
Referring td a church bank balance 

which totalled more than $3,000 a year 
ago, but plummeted to $260 in 1975, 
Clark of Livonia Baptist admits, "That's 
scary." To compensate, the church has 
delayed some improvements. And instead 
°f-retopping the parking lot at a cost of 
$4,000, they've opted to put a $100 sealer 
on it. But, Clark explains, they have in­
creased their giving to area missions.

"If incomes to a place of cutting sala­
ries," Jones of Trenton speculates, "this 
is a possibility. But the only thing Je 
won't cut is our percentage to missions.

In order to compensate for the current 
operational costs, pastors talk of turning 
down thermostats to 68° in the winter 
or turning off the heat altogether when 
the building is not used. Other measures 
to shield churches from financial embar­
rassment in relation to meeting debts or 
other predesignated commitments, have 
included trimming budgets overall by 10 
percent or falling back on cushions built 
into their budgets.

To avoid additional expenses, many 
congregations are relying on skilled 
members to overhaul buses and assist in 
general facility maintenance. Ron Leech, 
a layman busy repairing a door at his 
church home in Flint, explains, "With 
money as scarce as it is, we have to do 
this—or it won't get done."

Personal project
With a membership bulging into the 

vestibule during Sunday School, the First 
Baptist Church of Riverview was com­
pelled to launch a building program.

Sensitive to the economic implications 
of such a project, the pastor, J. Lake Gib­
son, got together with his treasurer—also 
superintendent of a construction firm. 
After wrestling with the problem for 
three months, they decided the only way 
the church could afford it was to do it 
themselves.

"We contracted the bricklaying, heat­
ing and plumbing," Gibson explains.
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We Baptists are 
faring better than 
some of the other 
denominations,

"We did the rest." They saved $500 on 
lumber, and by shopping around, got 
good buys on sheetrock and light fixtures. 
Church members made a game of scat­
tering the 100 tons of sand over a 2,200- 
square-foot area before the foundation 
was laid. In one day, 40 men of the church 
'Toughed in" the building hull: studs, 
insulating boards, trusses, black paper 
and roof.

The men believe they have a $40,000 
or $50,000 facility—at a cost of $12,000.

Pressure from the economic pinch has 
resulted in a variety of appeals for con­
gregational financial-support. Some pas­
tors preach about tithing. One says he 
mentions needs almost every Sunday.

But another pastor refuses to push 
tithing from the pulpit. Mickey Nardin, 
pastor of a Detroit lower east side 
church—consisting.of blacks, whites and 
a few Mexican Americans—explains a 
large percentage of his membership is on 
welfare.

Things are bad. They're going to 
get worse," he predicts. "I don't see where 
the money is coming from, but we're 
down here by the grace of God. We're not 
going to stay simply by pushing a stew­
ardship program."

One pastor writes about needs in the 
| church newsletter. "I told them there was 

no way we could manage," says Jones, 
who has pastored the FBC in Trenton for 
15 years. "I asked the people if they 
would give above the tithe."

"In response, a woman called and said 
the Lord laid it on her heart so she had 
drawn $500 from her savings to help the 
church. We went over our budget last 
Sunday, he said. "This week we don't 
know what's going to happen."

Still fat with stockpiled cars, Detroit 
has cut back production and cinched in 
its work forces. Although business is 
slowly picking up, residents wait hungrily 
for the recession to bottom out.

But Detroit Baptists are not waiting 
alone

"Unquestionably, there will be mo 
dark spots in the country and church, 
will more and more feel that crunch 
says W.C Fields of Baptist Press. "I doubt 
if we have seen the worst vet."

But, he adds, "We Southern Baptists 
are faring considerably better than other 
denominations."
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Churches unite in 
| response to growing 

unemployment in 
their communities

J

ii ' short months ago. Dalton, Ga., ami 
Ciimllr N.C., were living out the well-worn 
ihihe- .wining communities climbing the eco- 

Ider of success. Then poof, something 
<’i. the economic candle that had burned so 

i'l.x'litl. ,>r them. □ Dalton, the leading carpet 
:irer in Georgia, and Candler, an Ashe-

■dlc b> <om community in textile-rich North 
^‘iwln. have been hard hit by the sagging U.S.

iVi/h snles J0U)n in 1,^1, nutomobile n,ni 
•’"’'n. m industries, textile and carpel busi- 
MSif’ ,■ been among those subsidiary indus- 
,r'ff in, . rippled. For Dalton and Candler both, 

dfe. has been employee lay-offs and in some
I' death of a few mills, One Candler plant 

example, laying off 1.700 employees 
luently. unemployment has soared to 
] mu/ j 4 percent, among the highest 

’ 'w lion. Everyone has felt the squeeze in 
including the churches. But neither 

' '''' communities has given up; neither
>r Candler is willing or ready to die.

Conliuunl
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Dalton
by Kim Watson^—
Photography by/Don Rutledge
Dalton, tucked Iway quietly between rising blue-green 
North Georgia mountains, looks just like an/other small city. 
But with 22,000 persons employed in 208 plants, it has be­
come "carpet capitat'uf the world." □ Dalton-Whitefield 
County has rated fifth in the state in total manufacturing and 
firsf in per capita growth. The carpet industry, basic support 
of the 55,000 residents of the county, originated more than 75 
years ago; it grossed $3.5 billion annually. But today, "things 
are going downhill for us," says Mayor Charles Bramlet. "Car­
pet is a luxury and when things get tight, people aren't going 
to spend one dollar on a luxury item." □ Carpet production is 
down by 10 percent. And while the industry is not growing, it 
is, at least, holding the status quo. "The companies took their 
first cut from the production people, next they'll get their 
manag^rrtent," says Bramlet, also executive vice-president 
and co-founder of a seven-year-old company which produces 
$55 million worth of carpets. "This has been an unusual and 
traumatic experience but our people aren't down in the mouth. 
Opportunities have been right before; they'll be right again."

Conlmued

Dulton Mayor'Charles Bramlet, helou’ nml right. says he I'njoyr 
his work in thAnill more than being mayor. "Trying to be a mayor 
and executive vice president ol Galaxy is a lull time job. 7 he 
busines^ getting Io a size where it runs me: I enjoy it. it's fascinating."



For many there is 
no help. Carpet is 
all they know, a id 
Dalton /s carpet

The strain of unemployment shows on 
their nameless faces. Frightened? May­
be a little. Dull, bored eyes, turned up­
ward from downcast heads, dart suspi­
ciously around the room. Crossing and 
recrossing their legs, they pick up maga­
zine after magazine from the table, aim­
lessly thumbing through unseen pages. 
Cigarette after cigarette, they sit or pace 
nervously around thr small, dull room. 
Waiting to tell their stories to a case­
worker: stories of babies whose dirt- 
stained bodies go without washing be­
cause there is no heat at home, no money 
to pay the bills. No water. No lights. With • 
luck they'll qualify for welfare or food 
stamps. □ These are the most affected, 
most hurt by the economic strain. But 
they are no longer alone in their plight. 
"We've been working with an entirely 
different group of people than we're used 
to working with," says Fred Jones, direc­
tor of Family and Children Services (FCS) 
in Dalton. "They used to be the Chron­
ically poor, but this winter we started 
working with middle class people—peo­
ple who've never been in a welfare office 
before. Some of them breakdown, they're 
frustrated. They're used to living pay­
check to paycheck, just like me. And 
when it doesn't come, what do you do?" 
Many of them turn to CFS. In one year, 
the case loads in Jones' office increased 
seven times. "In the summer months of 
1974 we averaged about 70 to 80 applica­

tions a month," says Jones. The number 
made a radical jump in November when 
the office was deluged with 370 applica­
tions; by January, the number had cata­
pulted to 540. And as usual, only about 
75 percent of the requests were approved- 
figures at the end of January showed 
4,437 people were unemployed in Whit­
field County; only *1,084  were receiving 
welfare. For those fortunate enough to 
meet all the requirements a General 
Assistance Fund, financed by the city I 
and county, was established to see them ' 
through the waiting period, about six 
weeks, before they first began to receive 
welfare. Records show the greatest 
drains from this fund are medical and 
grocery bills. Another fund, the Emer­
gency Relief Fund, financed through do­
nations, was also established because of 
the dire need. It helps pay utility and rent 
for many who cannot. "Many times the 
Emergency Relief Fund pays these bills 
for people whose unemployment checks 
haven't come—unfortunately, this has 
increased our problems and theirs too. 
Still others receive no help at all from 
CFS—the demands too great, the funds 
too small. Many of these are sent else­
where, to community-sponsored relief 
programs, But for many, there is no help 
available, for carpet is all they know. 
"Carpet is Dalton," says Jones with a 
sigh. "Period. That's why Dalton's been 
hit so hard. Carpet. It's all we've got."

Continued

/)/ /(•//, a caseworker at Dalton's Family 
ami Children Services takes information from 
an applicant; Above, R. G. Partin, office- 
manager. Georgia Department of Libor, 
Employment Division, discusses Dalton's 
spiraling unemployment against a backdrop 
of applicants for unemployment benefits.
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Dalton’s church^ s 
surprisingly hav > 
not yet felt 
the economic pi i

Early in November 1974, several minis­
ters in Dalton met to express their con­
cern over the economic crisb^sweeping 
over the city. The result of that meeting 
was a Needy Citizens Fund, established 
to provide food, clothing and some mon­
ey to the unemployed. Co-chairman of 
the fund and pastor of First Presbyterian, 
John Law says, "we as a community of 
•Christian people needed to do something 
in a tangible way for the unemployed. 
We found we had two agencies—The Sal­

First Baptist Church, says that only about 
one percent of his congregation has been 
affected. Other SBC pastors echo Davis' 
comments. With the cooperation of local 
radio stations, the newspaper and the 
churches—Baptist, Methodist, Presby­
terian and Seventh-day Adventists—the 

. effort was publicized. Response has been 
exceptional. "By December we had gath­
ered between $13,-14,000. Our hope was 
to keep the two agencies supplied 
through the cold, bitter months of winter. 
Dalton has always been optimistic andvation Army and Family and Children ---------  — ------ ------------ . r

Services—capable of distributing the col- there's always been a certain vigor to the 
lected goods. So, we tried to coordinate 
our efforts to utilize them." Churches,

community. We've had some lean days,
with hands at the mill and executives 
alike looking for work, but we're all go-surprisingly, have not felt the economic „ „

pinch yet. Earl Davis, pastor of Dalton's ’ ing to pull through. I really do feel the

Christian compassion of the cor mi 
has been notable—and most er ou 
ing." □ Because of the cymmur ie< 
sponse-to the.crisis, the Salvatie A 
has had "oodles of work,''says Mi tv 
Ralph Ashby. "These are not the ab 
beggars who come for everyth ig 
can get, but people who are vi- tim 
circumstance." Between Decern -er 
February, the Needy Citizen F 
through the Salvation Army, assi 
1,270 people with groceries, transpt 
tion, money for bills and medical 
penses. "Sometimes I think," says to 
Ashby, "that people have not been tn 
to accept the harder things in life 
when something like this happens, th 
almost completely, at a standstill <

what to do. If it had not been for the 
Needy Citizens Fund, I don't know what 
these people would have done—and some 
of them were literally embarrassed to ask 
for our help. It makes you want to hang 
your head and cry with them." Major 
Ashby shakes her head and a small frown 
plays with the corners of her mouth. "A 
lot of these people don't sent their chil­
dren to Sunday School; they don't go to 
church. Maybe the good Lord who's 
blessed America with everything for so 
many years is trying to teach us some­
thing. When we let other things become 
the most important things in Pur lives, it 
takes something like this to show people 
that they've got to get back to him. Some­
times they forget there's even a God 
when things are plentiful." Major Ashby 
smiles slightly and says, "But some things 
make me feel better, like this fund. It's 
not just the churches that are concerned; 
that are willing to help those in need. It's 
also ■'the people with their gifts—no 
matter how small—and with their lovt.'i

zl woman tries on shoes tor 
size at the Seventh-day Adventist 
clothes closet in Dalton.

Recipients of Dalton's Needy 
Citizens' Fund. Mildred Vance 
and grandchildren talk until 
Mount Rachel BC pastor, Elnion 
Edwards. Right, Dalton's First 
BC pastor, Earl Davis. Far right,, 
First Presbyterian pastor, John 
Law checks Ilir church's much 
depleted food closet. •
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Text & photography
6y Toby Druin

"We catch rhfi. people who fall through 
the cracks," says Robert Wiltshire, execu­
tive director of Asheville-Buncombe Com­
munity Christian Ministries (ABCCM), 
an organization of 63 churches—16 of 
them Southern Baptist—in the Asheville, 
N.C., area. As area unemployment has 
climbed from below two percent to more 
than 10, more and more have been fall­
ing through, winding up at 201 Broadway 
for a sack of groceries, a change of 

• clothes, maybe a piece of furniture, or a
bucket of coal. □ Begun in 1969, ABCCM's 
motto is "Making the Word Flesh." As 
the economic crunch has deepened, busi­
ness has doubled and tripled. In February 
some 300 new families sought assistance. 

A $25,000 grant from the Buncombe 
County Commissioners, the governing 
agency, helped meet their needs. □ Wilt­
shire directs the operation, but he has 
help from two other staff members—War­
ren Bock, pastor of Central United Pres­
byterian Church, and Mary Lou Ham­
monds—and dozens of other church mem­
bers who volunteer their services daily.

Volunteers, like this receptionist, from 
Asheville churches staff many ABCCM posts. 
Robert Wiltshire, below, offers directions to 
a Nebraska couple in his office at ABCCM. 
Wiltshire looks over assistance application with 
United Presbyterian pastor Warren Bock, right.

Continued

[ABCCM 
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Secret of the success of ABCCM is in the 
volunteer help it gets from member 
churches. The volunteers give the food 
for the pantry—collected twice a month 
from each church—and the clothes for 
the closet and furniture. They also give 
hours of work to see that people are 
helped. □ Frances Corbin, wife of the 
associate minister at Beverly Hills Baptist 
Church, works there every Monday, often 
joined by Laura Dotson. Martha Wagoner 
and Chloe Miller, both members at Hom­
iny Baptist Church, are regulars in the 

pantry—or anywhere else they're needed. 
Another woman from Hominy gives a 
day a week as a receptionist. "Oqr WMU 
has promoted it, got people involved," 
says Hominy Pastor Fred Werhan, who 
has served as president of ABCCM. 
"Some of our men cartfe to me after work­
ing a day and said they couldn't believe 
there were people who had no more fur­
niture than a set of box springs. It's 
changed their lives." □ Werhan was in­
strumental in getting Wiltshire, a Union 
Theological Seminary graduate and a

Southern Baptist, hired as fulltime direc­
tor. "We see ourselves as a mission- 
making the word flesh, through what­
ever it takes to help them," says Wiltshire.

Francis Corbin, left, wife of associate 
minister, Beverly Hills BC, Asheville, sorts 
clothes in ABCCM's clothes closet. At 
right, Martha Wagoner and Chloe Miller give 
regular service at ABCCM. They both attend 
Hominy BC.

Volunteers bringing 
their food, clothes 
and help are key to 
success at ABCCM.
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“We are concerned 
about what is 
happening— 
we demonstrate it.”

No one is sure how it happened—Pastor 
Fred Werhan had preached about it; the 
deacons had brought it up in their discus­
sions and so had most of the church 
members as the economy around Can­
dler, N.C., began to slide a bit last winter. 
But regardless of how it happened, Hom­
iny Baptist Church got concerned about 
its members who were being laid off or 
cut back in hours and days. □ In Janu­
ary the deacons formed the Deacon Eco­
nomic Assistance Committee (DEAC). 
Werhan, and deacons David Bryson, V.O. 
Rhcfdesa and Tommy Orr vyere ready to 
assist any church members affected by 
the economic recession. With local cut­
backs and layoffs, it wasn't long before 
they had some two dozen persons to work 
with. □ "We keep a list of the people we 
know, have been affected," says Bryson -, 
"Mainly we're just keeping in contact, 
letting them know we're concerned." □ 
Werh’am says, "The whole emphasis of 
what we're, doing is’ not to develop a 
benevolent fund to dole out, though it 
may come to that. We're tdying to help 
the people help themselves.rThere's-a lot 
of mountain pride here. There aren't 
many who would rather bum than work." 
□ Orr, who runs a sawmill and pallet 
business, says he has had to encourage 
some of his employees, laid off tempo­
rarily, to take food stamps or apply for 
unemployment. "These people are pret-. < 
ty self-sufficient," he says. □ The Hom­
iny deacons have tried to keep them­
selves informed about various services 
available to persons in need. "Eventually, • 
we may have to provide jobs ourselves," 
Werhan says. "We could let the people 
who have been laid off or cut back do the 
workaround the church. We have $3,000 
in our maintenance fund and we may let 
our people do the work instead of con; 
tracting itout as we have done in the past. 
At least we are demonstrating we are 
concerned about what is happening." •

A meeting of the DEAC of Hominy Bl 
U’ifli pastor Fred Werhan. left: Tommy Orr. 
sealed: iirul David Bryson.
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A Need For A New Style of Life?

Charles McCullin (left) and Clovis Brantley Paul Adkins

Inflation/recession affects everyone. iniludiiijt 
members of churches. But how is the institutional 
church itself affected? Is it. as the collective body 
of believers, hurt by the economy in the same way 
its members are hurl? And what about church 
responsiliilify in a lime of monetary uncertainty?

One area of the HMB especially sensitive 
to fluctuations in the economy is the Christian 
social ministries department. Because its work 
covers many aspects of helping, from individual 
counseling to giving food or clothes Io people 
in need, the CSM Department is often among 
the first to feel "the pulse of people who are 
hurting," says a CSM Staffer. Because CSM 
people see the problems quickly, HM asked 
four department members to discuss the ways 
the economy can affect—and many already have 
affected in some areas—local churches and 
their pastors. The'four interviewed are Paul 
Adkins, department secretary; Beverly Hammack, 
CSM consultant for chufthes in the eastern 
U.S.; Clovis Brantley, consultant for east-central 
stales: ami Charles McCullin. consultant, for 
west-central states.

HOME MISSIONS: You first suggested 
an issue of HM on the economy and how 
it was affecting Southern Baptist 
churches. Why did you want that?

Should it continue with a "business-as-usual" 
philosophy, or should it use the situation to re-ex 
amine its role and its influence in the community? 
Those are some of the questions HM wanted to 
explore; to find answers. HM turned to members 
of the Home Mission Board staff, a local pastor.

PAUL ADKINS: My thought was that we 
have a growing number of people who 
have the same problems now that poor 
people have always had, but the new 
crop of poor have never been poor before. 
A guy who had a good job, suddenly he's 
laid off—he's faced with losing every­
thing. How is the church going to help 
him?
BEVERLY HAMMACK: This guy runs 
head-on into crisis problems, because 
when a father comes home without work, 
tension, distrust, depression, all become 
strong factors that can destroy stable 
families.
ADKINS: The problem is that in our so­
ciety, our image is of the husband as the 
head of the family; that's tied to eco­
nomic status. If he loses his job, his eco­
nomic Control, it's a threat to him, almost 
a sense of losing his manhood. The hus­
band wants to ride it out, and often does 
so by blaming everybody for his misfor­

and a local church member. The resulting inter 
views begin on this page. In addition (o those com­
ments, the HMB's executive secretory. Arthur B. 
Rutledge, devotes his column to a discussion o| 
wnys the Home Board is responding to current 
economic conditions. For his remarks, see page 5 7.

tunes. He's not really facing up to the 
problem. He needs help through counsel­
ing- . .
CLOVIS BRANTLEY: 1 remember hear­
ing a story at Christmas about a father 
who was unemployed, who told his 
daughter that she hadn't been good so 
Santa Claus wouldn't bring her a present 
this year—all because the father didn't 
want her to know he couldn't afford to 
buy gifts for the family. Now this is 
wrong; can you imagine what sort of 
guilt it gives that little girl?

HM: An HMB missionary, in being inter­
viewed foj this issue, said if you traced 
them back to root causes, most of the 
problems of people he counsels relate to 
finances. They might surface as child 
discipline or divorce problems, but even­
tually they would develop economic 
overtones.

HAMMACK: Yes. It s working with budg­
ets, working with young couples strug­
gling with marriage, working with elderly 
people on fixed income, helping them 
understand finances—our churches have 
not done enough of this.
ADKINS: Another thing. In church life, 
and 1 say this out of my own background 
as pastor, when income drops a pastor 
gets really concerned. He feels concerned 
and vulneraj>le. I know I had a great deal 
of anxiety. I started looking for reasons 
for the decline—was it fay fault, or outside 
my control? I was never sure if I was be­
ing honest and admitting my mistakes, or 
if I was more concerned about keeping 
the machinery going in the church than 
helping individuals. That caused a lot of 
tension.

HM: Are we talking about a dual reason 
for exploring churches and economics, 
then? One is to help pastors understand 
the problems they are going to encoun­
ter, their own feelings of insecurity that 
may arise, and the second is to help pas­
tors help their people in their congrega­
tions understand?
ALL: Yes.

HM: Okay, how can we help the pastor 
understand what's happening to him and 
his congregation?
HAMMACK: Pastors have to admit they 
don't have all the answers, but within the 
congregation, they may have people who 

can supply enough of the answers to sat­
isfy every need. They have to see them­
selves as coordinators and eqiiippers.

For instance many churches have law­
yers who can help people with legal prob­
lems related to finances; salesmen who 
can give consumer advice; accountants 
who can show people how to budget or 
figure income taxes.
CHARLES McCULLIN: The pastor can 
help his people see it's not a sin to be 
poor. We've been so affluent, we don't 
know hovy to handle poverty. Cod's not 
punishing a man because he's lost his 
job. This needs to be said loud and clear. 
BRANTLEY: He can use this time to dis­
cover Resources in the community—who 
are the welfare agencies, what are their 
rules and regulations, who is eligible for 
what benefits? He can ask these govern­
ment officials to speak at small group 
meetings, at prayer meetings.
McCULLIN: People need to understand 
it's not sinful to receive from welfare, too. 
Pastors' sermons can be geared to help­
ing church members learn to accept gra­
ciously, as well.as to give. After all, we 
are the government; these are our pro­
grams; we've paid for them. People in 
need have a right to them.
BRANTLEY: And there shouldn't be any 
guilt attached to asking for help.
ADKINS: We need to encourage the pas­
tor to be honest with himself—that may 
mean he needs to discuss his situation 
with someone else, friends in the church. 

a pastoral counselor, a chaplain, or some­
one from his ministerial group.
McMULLIN: Economics may be a ba­
rometer of congregational satisfaction. 
Or merely reflection of the times. But 
money is one area where the pastor is 
vulnerable. If he doesn't have money to 
pay bills, then, you know, it's "What's 
wrong pastor?" Blaming the pastor is 
easier than admitting it's economic con­
ditions, or the changing community, or 
these kinds of things.
HAMMACK: I've seen pastors lately who 
are facing real frustrations because the 
church, when income is reduced, tried to 
cut back on neighborhood ministries. The 
pastor fights it, and the church retaliates 
by reducing his salary.
HM: How can the pastor distinguish be­
tween a budget cut for legitimate rea­
sons and one that's merely a slap at him?

ADKINS: I'd say in the average church, 
the pastor's salary would be one of the 
last things cut. If it's first, he might be 
wise to take stock!...
BRANTLEY: When that happens, they're 
trying to say something to him.
McCULLIN: Certainly, either way, if he's 
hit by a salary cut, the pastor is going to 
have anxiety. He's based his standard of 
living on that level income; take it away 
and it's going to affect him in man# ways, 
including the Ways he ministers.
ADKINS: 1 think there is a principle in 
the biological family that applies to the 
church family.

The husband is seen as the breadwin­
ner; if his income is threatened, it creates 
anxieties. He takes it out on himself,-or 
his wife and children, usually inappro­
priately. That hurts the whole family.

Now the same thing happens in the 
church family. If funds are not coming in, 
the pastor/breadwinner is hurt. Certainly 
he needs, instead, to get with the leader­
ship of the church and discuss the prob­
lems, openly and honestly.

Like the husband, the pastor some­
times thinks "his children" aren't old 
enough to understand, but they are. And 
he should realize it.

HM: The point seems to be that the 
church should be sensitive .|o the reasons 
that cause loss pf income?’

BRANTLEY: Yes. And they could begFn, 
even before any drops in income, to ex­
plore their budgets and see if they are 
spending their money wisely in the light 
of our economic problems.
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HAMMACK: Economically, wire an af­
fluent denomination, But mayHe it's time 
we asked ourselves, "Where <KKwe go 
from here? How do we spena our 
wealth?"
McCULLIN: For example, the Home Mis­
sion Board has made contingency plans 
whereby it could cut back if funds were 
reduced by 10 percent. A lot of pastors 
would be threatened with that concept, 
because they say that once you start talk­
ing in those terms, people will start think­
ing in those terms ... sort of a self-fulfill­
ing prophecy. But ihpy need to think 
about budget reductions before the fact, 
not afterwards.
ADKINS: I think all of us wanted some 
positive things to come out of this issue, 
and that's one of them.
McCULLIN: Another positive aspect is 
the way churches are cooperating with 
social agencies—and each^ other. It's as 
good as I've ever seen^t. Part of it is edu­
cation, but part of it is necessity. What­
ever the cause, it's «*good  sign.

And pastors are becoming part of the 
community; they're recognizing their 
servant role in a grand way.
HAMMACK: I know in one area where 
I worked, the Baptist churches wouldn't 
accept any government funds to do some 
ministries. So we stood with empty build­
ings, while churches that would use the 
funds had lunch programs, senior citi­
zens' meals programs, things like that. 
Today, even if the Baptist churches don't 
want to use any government funds, they . 
can funnel people into programs run by 
others, and maybe Baptist churches can 
provide services that don't violate their 
understanding of church-state separation, 
like transportation or day care.

This is an opportunity for churches to 
explore new ways of working together 
to minister to people's needs.
BRANTLEY: Churches can do other 
things, too. One church 1 heard of has 
had the local Home Demonstration Agent 
come and hold classes on how to prepare 
the cheaper cuts of beef, so that they'll 
be nutritious; things like that. And they 
didn't just invite members, but the whole 
community.
ADKINS: 1 think everyone hopes there 
will be a turnaround in our economy in 
the next few months, especially before 
unemployment insurance runs out. But 
the churches should not count on that. 
They should be aware and prophetic 
enough to say, 'Let's provide experiences 
for people,, so that if there is no turna­

round, they w(ill have something to hold 
to—they won't have the bottom fall out 
all of a sudden.
McCULLIN: How much responsibility 
does the church have to get people to cut 
back on their use of credit, for instance? 
Hundreds of advertisements bombard us 
with demands to buy, buy, buy—we've 
got credit cards right up to our noses. I 
think the church ought to examine its 
responsibility in helping people be less 
materialistically oriented.
ADKINS: It may be cyclic. The church is 
made up of people, most of whom live 
on extended credit; it's very easy for the 
church, therefore, to carry over this per­
sonal philosophy of spending to collec­
tive budgeting. Maybe both churches and 
individuals need to practice living within 
their incomes for a while.

Of course, there's pother side to it, 
too. The government has been trying to 
get us to spend more, on the theory that 
reduced sales make the recession worse.

HM: It almost seems we're damned if we 
do, damned if we don't spend.
HAMMACK: I don't think anyone has all' 
the answers, but some churches are using 
this as a time to re-examine their pri­
orities—in terms of dollars and cents— 
and just see what is most important.

I think that's something every church 
should do; and they don't need to feel 
guilty about it. The economy provides 
the best excuse they'll ever have.

I think it's time we faced the possibil­
ity that our churches' incomes may not 
always climb—just like our families' in­
comes don't always keep rising. It's a 
crisis situation for both families and 
churches, but it's a fact of life we've tried 
to avoid too long.
ADKINS: If churches could see this as a 
time to reexamine their budget priorities 
and a time to explore their attitudes 
toward spending, I think some real value 
could come from the economic situation.

HM: Maybe it becomes a question of the 
church's image of herself: is she more 
a consumer of goods, or a dispenser of 
services? Most churches spend four or 
five times as much on maintaining the 
institution as they do on ministry and 
outreach; perhaps that's necessary. But 
many critics point to Christ's example 
of poverty versus the wealth of today's 
churches. We wonder how many churches 
have examined those percentages in their 
own budgets?

ADKINS: I think some churches are ask­
ing those questions—some are being 
forced to, others are doing it voluntarily. 
But they're-saying, "Are carpets over the 
whole sanctuary really necessary, or 
would it be enough to have them just 
down the aisles? Is that tall a steeple 
really important, or could we do with a 
shorter one? Are cushions really neces­
sary for the pews, or could we do with­
out them?"

At my own church; we had to decide if 
we were going to buy the new Baptist 
hymnal that's just come out. We decided 
we didn't need it; it sort of went against 
our image as a successful church, but we 
decided other things were more impor­
tant.

I know of another church that had 
planned a $2 million building campaign. 
Its income is still as high as it was when 
fre church first voted to build; but today, 
they've reexamined their needs and 
found other things they want to do more 
than build a new building.
WcCULUN: I've heard of a couple of 
churches that have cut some purchases 
they'd planned so they could*  increase— 
I hate to use this term—their "welfare 
services." You know, food and clothes 
and things of this kind.
HAMMACK: Right. A lot are faced with 
the choice of a new piano or day care for 
mothers who can't afford to pay—and 
many.of them are seeing the day care as 
a ministry and choosing it over the piano.

HM: You feel there is no reason, then, 
for a church not to reexamine its budget 
and its priorities no matter what condi­
tion it is in, no matter what building pro­
gram or outreach program it is committed 
to. It's never too late to make changes, 
is that right?

ADKINS: Yes. Perhaps this is the most 
positive thing that can come out of the 
economic crisis, if the church redefines 
its role in the world. The church should 
see its budgeting reflects its priorities 
and its commitments. It should not»lock 
itself in, but be willing to consider budg­
eting as an on-going process that is 
continually to be studied. And that out­
look doesn't hinge on the economic situ­
ation. Even if the economy is reversed, 
the church should act as a responsible 
steward of its gifts and live more as a 
giver than a getter—that's the example 
of Christ. •

For More Than A Season
Robert Kilgore. director of Hie HMB's 
Division of Church Loans, served in several 
churches before entering the commercial 
banking Held. In I 95 7. he joineirfhe staff 
of the Baptist Foundation of Texas, where t 
he worked until coming to the HMB in |9t>5. 
He is author of How Much a Debtor. 
a guide |or churches needing to borrow 
money Io build or expand.

HM: Has the current economic situation 
affected the Home Mission Board, espe­
cially the Church Loans Division?

BOB KILGORE: First, you have to under­
stand that our economy is not in another 
1930s style depression. The rules we 
learned then don't apply now. This is a 
whole new ball game. And it is taking its 

^toll in church loans.
Since September 1974, things have 

been rhoving so fast and prices escalating 
so rapidly, we've just had to shut down 
business. We declared a moratorium on 
taking new applications for church loans; 
we were trying to process the ones we 
had received before then. It was late 
spring before we were able to lift the 
moratorium.

Money has been hard for us to borrow. 
In fact, new money's almost impossible 
to get. The price rate is going up—the 
price of money, the interest rate.

It seems we're going t«i have another 
round of inflation, -too. Al repeat of 1974 
will be even worse than 1974. For exam­
ple, in 1974 we reached the point where 
we borrowed $2 million at 11 percent 
interest, and loaned It to churches at 
nine percent.

Now that sort of condition cannot con­
tinue.

But I've talked to some leading econ­
omists who believe building funds will 
be even tighter—some projections are 
that interest rates will hit 12-10 percent 
this year, equaling or excelling the peak 
of '74. That is especially likely if Con­
gress and the President continue to build 
the federal deficit 1075-70 toward $80- 
$100 billion.

Where do we get the money to pay off 
that kind of debt? One way is taxes, but 
the tax rebate bill cuts tax revenue, 
ratl^r than increasing it.

The other two sources ot government 
income are borrowing and printing new 
money. Ultimately it comes down, in this 

case, to going to the presses and printing 
more money, thereby increasing the sup­
ply but also cheapening the dollar.

Cheap dollars lead to rampant inflation.
In this situation, churches will be un­

able to build without having such a price 
escalation during the process of building 
that they can't live with it. There will be 
no way to get any kind of reasonable 
projection of the final cost of a building. 
HM: Doesn't this make your work in 
church loans even more difficult?

KILGORE: Of course. Tight money and 
high interest rates play havoc with us.
HM: But don't you have a growth factor 
in your loans, which provides additional 
money to loan? Even if you couldn't bor­
row more money, you'd still be able to 
make loans,- wouldn't you?
KILGORE: Yes, our loans have a growth 
factor. But if we had to depend solely on 
that, we'd be badly hurt. We would have 
t6 reduce our business by 50 percent, at 
least. I

Last year our growth rate on fhurch 
loans was about five percent, but infla­
tion was up 10 percent or more. So we 
actually lost, in purchasing power, about 
$!•’ to $l-l4 million. We didn't lose that 
many dollars, but we're able to buy that 
much less with the dollars we do have.

We have no way to.grow pur fund as 
rapidly as inflation, so we'll continue to 
be eaten up, our net will become smaller 
and smaller while our fund will be get­
ting larger and larger; therefore we are 
able to help fewer and fewer churches.
HM: You paint a pretty dismal picture. 
Isn't there any good economic news in 
Church Loans?

KILGORE: There is one bright spot. Be­
cause of inflation and the way things are 
going up, in volume of dollars, this is go­
ing to be a favorable time for churches to 
borrow money on long-term notes at 
fixed interest rates.

It will be a bad time for the lender, 
however, whether a savings and loan as­
sociation, a foundation, a bank, or the 
Home Mission Board.

That's why more and more is being 
said about variable interest rates. Up 
until now. Congress has stopped any at- * 
tempt on the part of savings and loans, 
the Federal Housing Authority, the Vet­
erans Administration to create a variable 
interest rate, which fluctuates with the 
economy. But a recent article predicted 
that by the end of 1975, all FHA and VA 
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loans will carry variable interest rates 
that are tied to the economic index,

HM: You seem to hold out the carrot 
with one hand and take it away with the 
other. Does this bleak economic picture 
mean fewer church buildings are being 
constructed?

KILGORE: I'd say the volume of build­
ing was down about 40 percent. That's 
just a wild estimate, but it's a working 
figure. We've continued to make about 
as many loans as in the past, but local 
financing has been harder to get. I know 
we're getting an avalanche of requests— 
far more than we can fill.

HM: What about church growth, has it 
been slowed too?

KILGORE: If you mean numerically or 
economically, I'd^say*  we haven't seen 
much change. But I think ultimately we 
will. Churches wjll have to put more into 
multiple use of buildings; we can't afford 
the luxury of an expensive building that 
is used 30 minutes or an hour a week.

Churches may have to become smaller 
as a whole, with fewer buildings; more 
money put into programs and the pastor­
ate than in construction.

HM: In this time of economic instability, 
are there any other implications for the 
church?

KILGORE: Well, for a season, our peo'ple 
are going to be frustrated and confused, 
until they realize and adjust to the fact 
that national economic habits of 50 years 
cannot be broken overnight.

Churches will have to adjust their ex­
penditures to the possibilities of a heavy 
inflation cycle; while the incomes of 
members will be increasing, the purchas­
ing power of the money will decline more 
rapidly than church income will rise. 
Thus real income will decrease.

An insecure economy may also pro­
duce wide fluctuations of church income, 
so churches need to be slow to create 
large debt and other long-term fixed ob­
ligations.

I do feel the future is challenging but 
there s no place in it for "business as 
usual" attitudes. The economic facts of 
life force churchmen to examine new 
styles of doing their work. They have to 
be able to withstand the rigors of. their 
local settings not for a season only but for 
more than a season. •

Setting Priorities

Harmon Born, owner of Beaudry Ford, a 
large Atlanta automobile dealership, is active 
in community affairs. Past president of the 
Home Mission Board, Born has been director 
of the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and 
president of the Clayton County Chamber of'' 
Commerce. A member of the Rock Baptist, 
Rei, Ga., an Atlanta suburb, Born has worked 
with the Red Cross, the United Way and the 
Boy Scouts of America.

HOME MISSIONS: What can an indi­
vidual do now to set a style of life, a tone 
of conduct for spending his money that 
might carry over into the church?
HARMON BORN: I think all of life is 
geared around an individual setting pri­
orities. For instance, if a person decides 
that he wants to save a little money, then 
he first gets his money set aside and then 
takes what's left and makes it go around. 
I think the same thing is true in a per­
son's Christian life. You must decide 
on priorities.

If an individual sets priorities in life he 
can then go through good or bad times 
and he's not going to be drastically af­
fected.

If a person has the right commitment 
to stewardship, it doesn't matter if the 
times are good or bad. 'A person might 
say, "Well, I only make $50 a week now, 
and I can't tithe; but if the Lord will just 
let me make $200 a week, I will tithe." 
That person who cannot tithe when he 
gets a little, cannot tithe when he gets a 
lot, because he hasn't set his priorities.

And there ought to be a regular revieyv— 
individually, in business, in the church— 
a time of looking at the basics and mak­
ing sure that whatever you're doing is 
indeed what it ought to be. Too often we 
sit down with a list of priorities and try to 
figure out on our own what we ought to 
be doing and we don't let the Lord direct 
as tightly and as closely as we ought.

Maybe the number one step, what 
every individual and every church should 
be committed to, is putting themselves 
back in neutral, and listening to what the 
Lord wants you to do.

A person's prayer list too often gets to 
be his want list. He decides the program 
and how to work it out, and all he wants 
is the power to go ahead.

When we go on that basis, we go with 
the wrong motive and we get the wrong 
results. If, on the other hand, we go with 
a blank sheet of paper, the Lord will lead 
us. And that doesn't mean by any stretch 
of the imagination that we should not do 
the best planning we can.

• My main concern is that Christians not 
have those ups and downs, of good times 
and bad times. We ought to regulate our- 

-selves to be able to cope with whatever 
the situation is. And the way you cope 
with it is to follow the Lord's leadership— 
and good times or bad he will give us 
more than we deserve. And he will lead 
us, I think, in the direction we ought to 
go. Economics ought not to have any­
thing to do with dedication of service.

If we establish in our Christian life the 
real priorities we are trying to achieve 
and put them first, God will help us to 
find enough time and money to Jo all the 
other things we want to do.

But back to the idea of saving money. 
If all you plan to save is what you have 
left over after you do your spending, you 
won't have anything left. If all the time 
you give to God is i^hat you have over 
after you've done everything else, you 
won't find any time to give to him. And 
you won't ever find any money to give.

So set the right priorities. Live by them 
in good and bad times.

HM: Some say we ought to have another 

depression to cut down our standard of 
living. We're not advocating another de­
pression, but are we as a society begin­
ning to think too much about material 
things?
BORN: I'm not one who believes that we 
ought to look back aftd say it would be 
good for everybody to go through hard 
times. I don't believe that we have to go 
through that to really understand it.

Our families follow along in our foot­
steps and if we live an extravagant life, 
the^ probably will. If we don't do for our 
church and our Christian life what we 
ought to, they won't either. But, if we set 
standards, then like night follows day, 
they'll follow in our footsteps.
HM: How do you set your own standards, 
how do you determine your priorities?

BORN: There are so many things that 
command attention, so many segments 
of society, business and church that pull 
for time. I simply try to commit my life 
as totally as I can to the Lord's will for 
me. Then I allow him to lead me in choos­
ing priorities.

The first priority is to surrender to him; 
and second, to be willing to put your life 
in neutral and say "Lord, you shift the 
gears in whatever direction you want me 
to go." That's not the easiest thing to do 
but it is, in the final analysis, the most 
productive and the most satisfying.
HM: One economic cutback many peo­
ple make is to reduce time and money 
given to the church. How do you react to 
that?

BORN: That might be a tendency. How­
ever, probably a greater tendency is, in 
tough times, to look back at the most 
basic, most important things in life. In 
times of austerity there comes the no­
tion that a fellow ought to get back closer 
to God and his church.

When a person does not have excess 
money for recreational purposes, he 
stays at home. As his family gets closer 
together, his relationship with the church 
improves. You'll find that where a per­
son's heart is, there's where his money 
will go. There might even be more tend­
ency togive a little bit more to the church.

HM: Can you tell us a little about the 
economy, especially as it relates to auto­
mobiles, and as it relates to your life and 
your work?
BORN: For almost 30 years, my vocation 

has been the automobile business. It's a 
way of life for me.

I would be remiss if 1 fold you the 
economics of the automobile business 
haven't been bad lately.

We talk about how the automobile 
business affects the economy of the na­
tion, and obviously it has a pretty strong 
effect on it. The economy is built pretty 
strongly around the automobile and its 
related industries.

About one out of every six or seven 
workers is in an automobile-related busi­
ness. But by the same token, about one 
out 'of every six or seven works for the 
government or the construction business. 
Now, who's going to decide, who's going 
tq work where? People are entitled to 
the freedom of mobility.

The fact that people are not buying 
cars is not based on the fact that cars are 
too high or they get less gas mileage. It 
is based on the fact that individuals are 
not certain about what is going to happen 
in the future.

When the energy crunch hit, we had a 
number of people that came in with mid­
dle-sized and large cars. They wanted to 
trade for a little bitty car because they 
thought they were not going to be able 
to get gasoline. So, we traded with a vast 
number of people.

Six months later the energy situation 
turned around, then those people were 
back saying, look, 1 don't want this little 
car.

There will always b 
people that will want 
to ride in regardless c 
gasoline is available.

America is built on the freedom of do­
ing what you want to. The automobile 
has gone from a luxury item to a neces­
sity in just about everyone's life.

It's not going to be less of a necessity 
just because of economic adversity.

But 1 believe things will get better, and 
perhaps we will have learned something 
from this recession. We don't know how 
to appreciate the sunshine sometimes till 
the storms come. The slogan for today 
should be to "get back to basics"—wheth­
er at home or with the family, in church, 
in the Convention, or in business.

The basics are simply to commit one's 
life to Christ and to look to him for leader­
ship.

Christ wants Christian people to be the 
most successful people in the world, if 
they'll just simply use what success 
brings to his glory and apply Christian 
principles throughout the world. •

comfortable car 
what it costs, if

Enough’s Enough

Elmer West. pastor of Ginter Park Pfiptisl 
Church in Richmond. Vu.. has spent the past 
year trying to practice u discipline he's 
labeled "the theology of enough." His struggle 
to <wnr Io grips with affluence Jules back 
Io his service on the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission, where he first became 
concerned about America's spending Im bits.

HOME MISSIONS: You have spoken 
out about the "theology of enough" and 
the "gospel of enough." What do you 
mean by that?
ELMER WEST: As I see it, our economic 
decisions influence everything we do, 
because the decision to purchase a house; 
or a car, or a washing machine has to 
affect the decision we make concerning 
the way we support the Lord's work and 
share what we have with other people in 
other parts of our community.

For me, the gospel of enough asks 
some questions most of us have never 
thought of asking:

How much is enough for me?
How much is enough for my family?
How does my "more-than-enough," 

which I've gradually come to take fftr 
granted, affect people who have less than 
enough?

If I lower my standard of living, even 
in some small ways, does it mean 111 be 
helping someone else?

At church one night last week, a wom-
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an said to me, "You know, there's noth­
ing I can do as one individual." My re­
sponse was "Well, I kHqw it seems that 
way."

If we/;miss a meal each week on a sys­
tematic basis, well probably end up ask­
ing ourselves, "What's this doing for the 
millions who are starving?" But if 
enough people start missing the meal, 
and if what they conserve can be chan­
neled in the right direction, a lot can be 
done to change conditions in the world.
HM: But it's still a complex situation. 
For example, if we cut back on our spend­
ing, people who produce the things 
we've been buying are suddenly going to 
find themselves out of work. That will 
lead to a depressed economy; perhaps a 
recession like the one we're in now; per­
haps something worse. Is it Christian to 
call for an ethic,of spending that would 
result in th^lo^.of jobs or the economy 
dropping?

WEST: if certain things happen to
offset the loss.

It could be a helpful thing if it per­
meated society and economists and soci­
ologists began to find creative ways in 
which industry could share with many 
places in the world. We need to change 
the concept, to look at it as a world econ­
omy rather than only the U.S. economy.

We might have to lower our expecta­
tion of profits, but there's no reason to 
believe the nation would go down the 
drain because of this. It's important to 
realize there is an awful lot about Chris­
tianity which doesn't fit into the free en­
terprise, capitalistic system. We might 
have to find new ways people could be 
gainfully employed to the benefit of so­
ciety.

We surely would have to come to the 
realization that we don't need as much 
profit on every item manufactured or 
service sold. For instance, a lawyer settles 
an Estate He sets his fee at seven percent. 
He may even tell you, "I know that 
sounds a little steep, but it's the agreed 
upon figure’"

Well, why can't the agreed upon figure 
be four percent? Or three percent?

It's not just lawyers, either. People who 
were happy to get a six percent return on 
their investments a few years ago, now 
expect 10 percent.

Maybe the most important thing for us 
is to couple our suggestion about a sim­
plified lifestyle with other questions: Is it 
Christian to allow things to continue to

go dn as they are? How long can we keep 
going the way we are?

I know it seems to have more questions 
than answers. In fact, a man came out of 
our services a few weeks ago, and I heard 
him say to his wife, "I don't need the 
preacher to tell me there are a lot of hun­
gry people in the world; I know that. 
What I want him to tell me is what I 
should do about it."

But I deliberately don't do that. This 
is something we all need to struggle with. 
Alternatives I come up with might not be 
ones you come up with.

If I started telling people how to act. 
I'd be making judgments for other peo­
ple; that would be inviting this old legal­
ism all over again; it would result in a 
pietistic "I'm-sacrificing-more-than-you" 
attitude.

If you realty go all out for a new life­
style of sacrifice, you might find it Hard to 
understand why all other people can't do 
the same thing you do. There's a tempta­
tion to condemn everyone else for faring 
less than you do.

I bought a new car recently, and I'm 
sure some of the folks at church said, 
"What's the preacher doing talking 
about us sacrificing when he's buying a 
new car?"

My answer is the old one had 167,000 
miles on it and this is the first new one I've 
bought in 10 years. But even so, I had to 
rationalize it out, to weigh the pprchas£ 
against a lot of other things. I ended up 
buying a small, compact car that would 
get good gas mileage and last, I hope, 
another 10 years:

So I'm not advocating Christians have 
nothing. You can become too proud of 
your sacrifices, even to becoming materi­
alistic from the standpoint of always 
dwelling on the things you've given up. 

HM: A lot of people, who have nice homes 
and cars and many material things, say 
they do it not for themselves, but for 
their families.

WEST: Everyone wants the best things 
out of life, but what are the best things? 
Are they symbolized by material goods, 
or the quality of life.

Perhaps a parent could do more for 
the family by helping everyone—especial­
ly the children—come to terms with the 
very subtle pressures of affluence that 
are generated by our society.

I understand how a lot of fathers, who 
grew up in the depression, want to give 
their kids the things they didn't have. But

I'm not sure they don't do their children a 
disfavor by giving them too much, allow­
ing them to become too used to things.

There's such a thing as people who 
have more than enough being impover­
ished.

HM: Even if individuals become con­
vinced they can lower their standard of 
living, do they still ask why "these peo­
ple" who have less are worth sacrificing 
for?

WEST: This gets us back to many things 
Jesus talked.about. The Good Samaritan 
story is classic, of course. Jesus said the 
Samaritan was a good neighbor, which 
shocked a lot of people—Samaritans 
weren't usually heroes to the Jews.

But the important thing is the Samari­
tan helped the beaten and robbed man at 
his own risk and own expense. And 
there's no indication, anywhere, that he 
asked the question, "Is this man worthy 
of my help?"

For us to predicate what we do on the 
recipient's worthiness is very natural, 
but it isn't very Christian.

HM: So you believe individual Christians 
should re-examine their standards of liv­
ing and, perhaps, live in slightly less lux­
ury. Can the church as an institution, a 
body of believers, lower its standards of 
living, too, to set an example for its com­
munity?

WEST: That would be a very healthy 
thing, particularly to look at the budget 
from the standpoint of building programs.

If you analyze church expenditures 
over a period of years you find that de­
cisions made about the size and type of 
building, they lock the church in on a 
particular economic pathway for a long 
time to come.

Certainly, in many cases, they limit a 
church's ministries.

We need to get away from the idea 
that we have to have all this space, when 
most of it is used only once or twice a 
week. One of the sins we will answer for 
one day is the poor stewardship we'v^ 
had in putting millions and millions ol*  
dollars into buildings.

I suppose it started by fine people 
wanting to havJ*the  best place possible, 
since that's where they worship God. But 
down through the years, it's become a 
status symbol in the community. What 
the church buildings say about us to the 
community is very important to an awful 
lot of folks.. —Lirry /rrrfni

Like everyone else, 
Baptist families 

are muddling through 
a question-mark economy— 

with mixed results.

Compiled by the HMB staff

HENRY SANCHEZ FAMILY 
Albuquerque, N.M.
A glazier for the public schools, Sanchez hasn't 
felt the economic pinch as much as others, he 
thinks, because he walks to work and church 
services at Baptist Neighborhood Center, owns 
his own home and doesn’t have payments left 
to make on his car. But wife Elsie does work 
part-time to help family finances, which she 
handles. "I know how much we have to buy," 
she says. “1 sort of budget in my head. I try to 
stay away from the grocery, store as much as I 
can. It depresses you every time you see prices 
go up. And the utilities are terrible; they are so 
high now." Although Elsie watches for bar­
gains, the family doesn't eat as much steak as 
it used to, movies are entertainment of the past 
and last summer's planned vacation became a 
time for Henry to work around the house, do­
ing "needed remodeling." But Sanchez doesn't 
think his family is hurting. "Everything's gone 
up," he says, "but we still live pretty good."
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PAUL CATES FAMILY 
Lubbock, Tex.

"Banking interests are doing pretty well," 
admits Cates. And as a member of the 
Lubbock National Bank's board of direc­
tors for almost a quarter century, Cates 
and his family—a wife and two daugh­
ters—haven't felt many economic set­
backs lately—except for decreased spend­
ing power. But Cates, who's also on the 
SBC Stewardship Commission, believes 
many problems exist. He deplores moves 
by Congress to take away the oil deple­
tion allowance, says that high inHrest 
rates and the inflated economy are hurt­
ing land and farming investments— 
"farmers don't get enough to cope with 
the rates"— and that taxes take away 
everything from those who are making 
money, "Today," he sighed, "there is no 
such thing as a cureall investment."

FLORENCE GOLDEN FAMILY 
Hayward, Calif.
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For a single mother with two daughters, an inflated 
economy can be devastating. But Mrs. Golden's 
learned to cope with low income by taking advantage 
of state and federal programs, from food stamps to 
aid for dependent children. Yet despite that aid and 
her part-time job, she still lives on a tight budget with 
"no frills." Unexpected expenses, like recent car 
trouble, hurt, as do constant food price increases. But 
she’s able to get credit now—impossible when she 
first returned home after her divorce—and this eases 
the squeeze when money is short. She's proud to 
have no major debts, however, even if it's meant 
"living on a week-to-week, almost day-to-day, basis. 
I don't know what I'd do without my folks," she adds, 
"and our church, Elmhurst Baptist. We do more 
because we've found friends and fellowship there."

‘With money as 
scarce as it is,
we all have to
help in repairs.”

VERNON TEEMS FAMILY
Ringgold, Ga. Left

"Money-wise, we're probably as 
affected as anyone," says Ver­
non Teems, owner of 14-year- 
old Teems Electric. Since De­
cember his work load has been 
cbt by three-fourths, forcing him 
to lay off three electricians and 
his secretary. Too many days 
"with nothing to do" at the of­
fice have caused family cut­
backs as well. For children Miles, 

• 18, and Valerie, 19, it means no 
money for college. Both are 
working tq earn their own col­
lege expenses. For Mirk, 16, it 
means selling handm^Ie leather 
bracelets for spending money. 
At home, parts of their ranch­
style house have been shut off, 
along with electrical heat. A 
wood-burning stove in the base­
ment supplies heat now. "The 
girls started making their own 
clothes, and Mother has cut out 
her beauty appointments," says 
Teems. They've continued to 
tithe at Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church. With a garden and meat 
from Mark's cow, they've cut 
food costs, but still, "for the first 
time since we've been married," 
adds Mrs. Teems, "we're count­
ing the money before putting 
food in the grocery basket." 
Teems hopes things will pick up 
soon, but, he says, shaking his 
head, "when the phone doesn't 
ring, you know you're not busy."



They’re trying to 
freeze us out, 
but there’s always 
a way to keep living.

'J—— -

FRED MOORE FAMILY 
Morton, Miss. Left

"Sometimes you wonder what the ultimate out­
come might be .’..can you pay your debts and 
stay in business?" says Moore, an "integrated 
broiler producer"—chicken farmer—whose 
industry has been hard hit. Contaminated feed 
reduced his stock and inflated feed prices 
hiked costs. Unusually severe market changes 
cause additional concerns. "We've had as 
much as 10 cents per pound fluctuation in plant 
dock prices," Moore explains. "A one cent 
change represents $o,000 a week to us." Supply 
has exceeded demand, Moore says, and even 
though he's reduced production, "we haven^t 
been able to make a profit at current prices." 
During its peak, Moore's company sold 240,000 
chickens a week and had 300 employees. Both 
figures are lower notv. And the Moores have 
tightened their belts. "We've not had the habit 
of luxury," says Moore, whose three daughters 
are married, "but my wife and I drive our autos 
longer and we wear older clothes now. Most 
disturbing to us is that we've not been able to 
do as much for the church (First Baptist of Mor­
ton) as in previous years/ It's bee.n frustrating." 
But Moore's philosophical: "I guess the whole 
thing is just part of this monster we call infla­
tion. Everybody seems to be caught up in it."

40 |UNt I iulv

TYNIE GRIFFIN FAMILY
Phoenix, Ariz.

A widow, Mrs. Griffin lives with her daughter, Gloria Steele, 
and Mrs. Steele's four children. Mrs. Steele's salary as a book­
keeper provides the family income. Mrs. Griffin—"Grandma 
Tynie" to neighborhood kids—is 55, "not old enough for social 
security, not young enough to work. Who'd hire me?" she 
asks. "What a woman does until she gets old enough, I don't 
know." What Mrs. Griffin does is keep house, babysit, cook 
for her daughter and grandkids. Yet her help isn't enouglFto 
stretch Mrs. Steele's paycheck very far. Sometimes the gro­
cery list becomes a casualty: "If something's too high, we do 
without it; if not, we buy it," says Mrs. Griffin, a member of 
Pleasant View Baptist Church. "They're trying to freeze us 
out, but there's always a way to keep on living. We lived on 
beans and rice and cornbread before. We can-do it again."



food stamps for brief time "was horrible,

JOHN HAYNIE FAMILY 
Candler, N.C.

also stocked the Hayni 
ceries. But the Haynies,

es' home with gro- 
for whom being on

[biltran family 
luei.jue, N.M.

Haynie was lucky; 
he just got cut 
back to a four-day 
working week-

When a local corporation laid off more than 
1900 employees, John Haynie was lucky— 
he just got cut back to a four-day week. Mrs. 
Haynie wasn't so fortunate: she was one of 
the first laid off, and just as her unemploy­
ment checks began coming—after a six- 
week delay—she broke her back. Unable to 
work, she was^isfuineligible for unemploy­
ment compensation. With the help of Hom­
iny Baptist Church deacon David Bryson, 
John got an*?xtra job as a security guard. 
Donna, 16, began working in the school li­
brary; Randy, 14, earned spending money 
picking up sdft drink bottles. The church

work hard to help themselves. John has 
taken several odd jobs to supplement their 
income. "They have a lot of pride," says 
Hominy pastor and friend Fred Werhan.

Right

|hc husband died a year ago, Mrs. Bel- 
lad never handled the family finances, 
st learning, "it's very hard," she's 

• 1 do it on just my social security." Her 
*P‘ se is food; as soon as her check ar- 
M Beltran goes for food stamps. Buy- 
“ni ikes all afternoon. Because of an ill- 
ih‘ annot work to support her six chil- 
01 st son, Lawrence, 16, quit school to 
5 ‘ nily income; Baptist Neighborhood

• iere she attends church, has helped, 
•n lothes for the kids and emergency 
Of lion. "She couldn't make it without 
ss ance," says a friend of the family.

Right

ALBERT DENNIS FAMILY 
Newport News, Va.

Dennis has been a truck driver for a building 
supply for 17 years. Half the crew is laid off 
now, but with his seniority, he'll be among the 
last to go. But Dennis has other problems. Last 
year his wife died.leaving him alone with their 
16 children, plus his eldest daughter's baby. 
Several of the children had been regulars at 
Friendship House and when the mother/died, 
all got clothing for the funeral. "I've Had to 
borrow and borrow," says Dennis whose brood 
lives in a two-story house. A young woman is 
staying with the younger kids, but she's preg­
nant and leaving soon. "I don't know what 
I'll do when she leaves," he says. Eating meals 
is a major production. "We feed the small ones 
first, then the larger ones. Keeping all these 
kids together," he says, shaking his head, 
"sometimes it surprises me that we've done it."



We pay our bills 
and live on what’s 
left until the end 
of month comes.”

JOEL Ki 
San Ani

IRKPATRICK FAMILY 
onio, Tex.

"When 1 was laid off," says Kirkpatrick, 
who worked as an apprentice architect 
for a firm hurt by cutbacks in the build­
ing industry, "I didn't really worry. There 
was a peace, an assurance, that it would 
all workout. I'm a strong'believer in the 
fact that the Lord will take care of me 
and my wife. My mother was more shook 
up about it than 1 was." Knowing Kirk­
patrick had nothing to do, recreation

minister Jinx White of First Baptist, 
where the Kirkpatricks attend church, 
asked Joel if he'd like to work in the 
church's rec program. Now Kirkpatrick 
earns $32 a week—$2 an hour—helping 
several nights a week and on Saturdays. 
Despite his problems, Kirkpatrick feels 
"the Lord has been good to me. He's 
helped me save some money and learn 
how to manage it. My wife works at Sears 
and we've been able*  to get by on what 
little I earn at church and what she makes. 
We don't emphasize material things."

Right

RUTH PERRY FAMILY
Newport News, Va.

Ruth Perry is only paying $10 a month on stereo 
set. Cash, it would have been $199.00. Sh^'bought 
it on time; total cost: $275.00. But Ruth thinks the 
money is worth the entertainment value, since it's 
all she has. Her monthly income for herself, age 17, 
and her one-year-old son Robert is $176 in wel- . 
fare. Rent for her little apartment is $76 a month. * 
She lived at home until some uncles "came to livei 
with mother, who had three children living at 
home besides me," she says, "so I moved out to 
help her. Ruth pays $32 for $84 in food stamps. 
Light and gas bills range from $10 to $67, but she 
doesn't question the bills. If she can't pay them, 
"Higo to my caseworker," she says. She partici­
pates in activities at Baptist Friendship House, 
incuding sewing class; she made fluff dolls for 
tjil11 ‘U the hosP‘taI- But stil1 she's frustrated: 
Id like to have a job to keep me busy," she says.

J R’S1'*

BRUCE IOREE FAMILY 
Sun City. Ariz.
‘th his etirement income and social security, 

e' a f°rmer grain elevator operator in 
‘Chita, in., moved away from snow and cold, 
is fixeii ncome looked sufficient at the time, 
ut it set ns less so today. In past months he's 
ipped in .. savings, a move he doesn't like, and 
f and i e Mickie have altered their lifestyles, 

*a ‘ng oi less, foregoing those leisurely Sunday 
rcern?° ,rives after services at Sun City Baptist 

urch t just isn't beine done in the he<tt nf ■ just isn't being done in the best offamilies, 
has to cu 
P*  arm 
$18-20 n 

. Bruce bu 
°"e-third 
’axes, ot 
“We don 

I have it, i 
toonwh 
141

oree says. "A person on fixed income 
•own, because everything has gone up." 
‘I of groceries Mickie used to buy for 
w costs $28-30, she says, and supplies 
• for his lapidary hobby have gone up 
n six months. Recreation fees, utilities, 
r Sun City living expenses are Mill up. 
budget," admits Foree. "If we don't 
don't spend it. We pay bills and make 

s left until the end of the monthcomes."

JOHN LIVINGSTON FAMILY
Dallas, Tex. Left

In one year, the Livingstons decided to buy 
a house and have a child. Those two ex­
penses meant a new way of life for them. 
"When we didn't have Neal," says Lynda, 
"we could go anywhere whenever we want­
ed. We've had to make some adjustments." 
First Lynda quit work and, under pressure 
of reduced income, figured a strict budget. 
John s business—he works for an auto air­
conditioner wholesaler—felt some recession 
tremors, but his salary was unaffected. 
Lynda worked out a weekly budget "so we 
know every bill that's coming in and when 
it's due and exactly what we’ll spend and 
what will be left over." Rising prices still 
make us sick" says John, but the Living­

stons—active members of Cliff Temple Bap­
tist Church—are seldom surprised by "unex­
pected expenses." Lynda's budget, which 
carries, a hidden balance, even has a cushion 
for Christmas gifts and other "emergencies."



FRANK JENKINS FAMILY
Albuquerque, N.M. Left

When Parkview Baptist Church members Frank id Max. 
ine Jenkins plunged their life savings into a new .irdware 
store a few years back, they didn’t expect today's .onomv 
"It's hurt us," says Mrs. Jenkins. "The building dustry\ 
way off. Last year, the two of us, working 60-hc r weeks 
cleared only $8,000." Sales volume dropped r 
$4,000 from January '73 to January '75. "A lot <
tomers aren't doing any building, or even preven 
tenance, unless they're forced to." The Jenkins 
every corner they know how, taken on outside 
still have tO'"dig into our savings." That plus sc 
property are all "that keep our heads above w. 
Mrs. Jenkins. "I get down in the dumps, discout

're than 
our cus- 
•ze main- 
'ave cut 
ork, but 
•e rentai 
•t," saw 
ged. and

wonder why we're doing all this. I've been reads to thrQ,-. 
up my hands and give up many times. But Fr ik never 
gives up. He keeps the faith. In times like these, ou real!.

-and belief in th future1.

these, you really 
have to keep the 
faith in all things.

WALT PADGET FAMILY
San Francisco, Calif.

As students at a community college, Walt and Michele have 
learned to stretch his CI Bill payments and her part-time 
job salary to their maximum. Bills, from apartment rent to 
school tuition, come first in the budget; "If any money's 
left over, we spend for what we need," says Walt, "but we 
don't let a bill carry over to another month." That has 
meant giving up Christmas and birthday presents, staying 
home instead of vacationing, watching TV for entertain­
ment rather than going out to eat or to a movie. But they 
eat well, "because it's important to our health." The Padg- 
ets, members of Balboa Baptist Church, thought they'd 
saved adequately for school and living expenses^vhile 
Walt was in the Coast Guard, but "we're tapping our sav­
ings more and more," says Michele. "It's hysterical. When 
we planned it five years ago, we had enough. But that was 
five years ago. We just didn't expect this sort of inflation."

by Tim Nicholas
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Center workers 
stand by to aid 

as the recession 
whacks the poor.

Don Ruiledge pholo

This past winter business was so bad, one oysterman in New­
port News, Va., couldn't sell his catch. So he had no income. 
He couldn’t pay rent, so he was evicted and started living in an 
old car. When he went to get food stamps, he was refused. So 
he could hardly eat, cooking beans in a cinder-block stove.

His story isn't finished, but it's had a pleasant interlude, 
because the oysterman found an advocate—a friend —in Dan 
Anderson.

The 33-year-old Anderson had been helping Friendship 
House, the Baptist center in Newport News, during a time of 
especially heavy food requests from the community. When he 
heard about the oysterman's plight, Anderson visited the food 
stamp office and found the problem was simply that the clerk 
was following a federal guideline which states the recipient 
must have a permanent address. Anderson then went to a 
woman in the community; at his request she allowed the 
oysterman to use her address. She had already been letting 
him sleep in her hallway on the cold nights.

But Anderson still found it would take four to six weeks to 
process the food stamps paperwork. "I dressed up." says 
Anderson, "and went down there with the oysterman and 
asked to see the head man." He laughs. "They asked me if I 
was a city employee, but I never said."

Anderson explained the situation, and the oy,sterman was 
qualified that afternoon. "I'm not saying I had anything to do 
with it, but they hired two more processors the next week," 
says Anderson. "Now the longest anyone has to wait is four 
d^ys. Continued on/>. we Sc

Top. Dan Anderson of Friendship House counsels a woman





Servi e demands 
have ncreased, 
but r sources 
deve jp slowly.

Don .tiedge r

Real "soap-opera" dramas
Inflation and the recession are hitting the poor in solid 

whacks. Poverty programs are being cut back and regulations 
are tightening. The job market for the poor and uneducated, 
which has been sparse, is drying up. Bare living expenses are 
increasingly coupling with minimal fixed incomes to make for 
soap-opera dramas in home after home.

Perhaps no Southern Baptists are as keenly aware, or as 
deeply involved in these human dramas as are those people 
who work at Baptist centers across the United States.

Because of the location of most Baptist centers—in pockets 
of human need—center workers, including many HMB mis­
sionaries in Christian social ministries, are acutely touched by 
changes in the pulsebeat of poverty.

The nation's almost 50 Southern Baptist centers, like 
Friendship House in Newport News, offer a traditional blend 
of Bible study, education,.recreation and*  charity programs. 
Under one center roof, sewing and nutrition classes, plus rec­
reation—essentially aimed at.women and children—coexist 
with crisis intervention, counseling, food and clothing distri­
bution.

Varied programs
Centers operate their benevolence programs in . .arietyi 

ways. Mildred McWhorter, who directs two center in Heui 
ton, Tex., has a work program for people in the mniunit 
who do maintenance and cleaning work for the cei ers in 
turn for what they need most, "like school suppip and H- 
jeans, but not money," says Miss McWhorter.

"Two weeks ago we sent out 12 boys for a Saturd to»"•« 
on a farm owned by a Baptist doctor. For their wo weg." 
them shoes and clothes."

Much of the work program "salary"—which p.\y bout I’ 
people in each of the two centers—comes from ■ ijor " ' 
panies in the area. "I happened to meet a manage of a 
store who's a Baptist: His company gives us 200 to 0 pair?-*  
sandals," says Miss McWhorter. "NMv it's sumrm and 
people are wearing their sandals."

"I understand that aside from the constructio and 
estate businesses, Houston is one of the cities least irt b''' 
recession because of the oil industry here," she sa

"But I have noticed that Baptist people haven't ought - 
many refreshments to our programs," she says. ••

Knolan'Beptfeld photo

W/, Debbie Myers of Friendship House teaches a sewing class 
]so neighborhood people can save money. Oakland. Calif.. Ken 
Srimidl, director of Telegraph Center lahove, and al right, 
'picking up n>i elderly woman for the center's senior citizens' 
meal program! says unemployment causes many family problems.

Ibouu month or so after the sugar shortage. But we’ve made 
home new contacts with doughnut companies and grocery 
[stores where we get day-old supplies such as bread, cookies 
tnd lots of cinnamon rolls."

[Scarce foodstuffs
Larry ( ..rdner, director of Cincinnati Baptist Center in 

Uhio repo, ts a cut in churches' gifts to the center's food pan- 
kU* are sav'nB us fbie discount coupons for items 

they have ;1O use for," adds Gardner. "This does help.
tincin' nis welfare agency has no general assistance 
as and in only issue one emergency check a year to a fam- 

b says < irdner. "There's a lot of referring back and forth 
onR R'• ernment and private helping agencies around 

Iwpeo I C<ln Ca^ 3 church in an emergency to get money

SayS *s had enough, but to make matters 
n I se'snaAching is more evident in our community 

Wk 1 a'ready has the highest crime rate in the city. 
« al ' y frustrates me is when I hear Baptists in mid- 

■|nconv brackets talking about the poor, saying, 'They're 
HvsGar What We Fe USed tO’ But everybody has to eat!" 

arrv|ter. ,ePendin8 on volunteers from Baptist churches to 
'HvarTi!1 i^ ^eir programs, are getting varied responses 
lutv I ' P eas f°r help. Cincinnati has had no problems. 
ilrt, ."j111’ crs to Cass Park Baptist Center in Detroit, Mich., 
nJ C Floyd Emmerling, are afraid to come into the 
A?'1 ’W°rk‘

Schmidt of Telegraph Community Center ifi Oak- 
hCv.Ld !' says- "When I ask people to volunteer, sometimes 
,, j() s^n ,n crazy. They say, 'As poor as I am, you expect me

Knolan Benfield photo
The demands on our services have increased, but help 

hasn't increased in proportion," says Schmidt. "A year ago 
when I first came to Telegraph Center, we were running 
approximately 25 families a week, with about four or five in 
a family Now we're averaging 35 to 50 families requesting 
help each week.

But the majority of cases don't come in more than once or 
twice and we only give out three days' worth of food at the 
time."

High price of food?
Schmidt's life was threatened over a sack of food. "The man 

had ordered food two weeks before and came in demanding 
his food," recalls Schmidt. "We get requests and if a person 
doesn't pick up his groceries in the next day or two, we figure 
he didn't need it, and give it to someone else," says Schmidt, 
who had given away this man's food. "When he started threat-
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Nowadays, many 
of the women we
work with eat
no meat at all.”

ening to kill me if I didp't give him food, I just packed up the 
phone and told him I was calling the police. He left."

But people come to Tsjegraph Center for more than food.
"Just about every counseling session I'm involved in deals 

with the economy,'' says Schmidt. "When a person doesn't 
have work, he has a low opinion of himself and may depress, 
think of suicide. This complicates relationships in family life. 
A man gets sensitive. The wife may be understanding, but 
with both husband and wife being home during the day, it just 
adds to the conflict."

More "rip-offs"
Schmidt also says he’s had more contacts with people 

who've been ripped off in his community.
And Frank Thomas, who directs the Baptist Neighborhood 

Center in Albuquerque, N.M., has been trying to deal with 
burglaries to his center by promising not to prosecute the 
teenagers involved if they'll back off. ','One girl was brazenly 
telling me about shoplifting and how to look like you know 
what you're doing," he says.

Thomas believes inflation hurts his neighborhood's pejjnle 
more than the recession. "We see people picking up more 
clothes than fhey*fieed  to take to the flea market to sell. And 
we don't mind.

"When we,go into the supermarket in a low-income area— 
there's usually only one, and it's crowded—we see real pathetic 
things, like people searching through the sandwich meat sec­
tion for a long time trying to decide what to get, and finally 
not getting anything.

"You consider that the Spanish people put most of their 
money into beans and consider how much beans have gone up 
in the last year—from 25<T to about 90C a bag," says Thomas. 
"Nowadays, many of the women we work with eat no meat 
at all."

Utility bills are among the poor's major complaints. "Our 
gas company is extremely unsympathetic," says Thomas. "I 
know of a family with two small .children whose gas was cut 
off when the temperature was zero."
Poor man's hell

Harry Woodall, who directs a Baptist center in Hot Springs, 
Ark., a town which, he says, is "a rich man's playground and 
a poor man's hell," gets requests for financial help from peo­
ple with $60-$70 electric bills. Many people pay only what 
they can on this month's bill, so even more is due the next 
month, explains Woodall.

"Now our butane people work and deliver on a cash basis 
only, so those who can't pay just get cold," says Woodall, 
whose benevolent ministries expenditures alone nearly ex­
ceeded the center's receipts for the 1973-74 year.

"Our food spending has steadily risen," says Woodall, "73- 
74 doubled what we spent in 72-73."

Food situations are bad, but so is housing. "You’ll pay $35- 
$40 a week in this town for a house to rent I wouldn't put a 
dog in," Woodall says.

"A man who'd been a chef came in here from Alabama. He'd 
had to hock his kid's hi-fi. I paid for a night's lodging and 
made an appeal to three radio stations to gtt a house for him 
to rent," he says. Connnued

Right, the price for a night's stay at New Orleans' Baptist
Mission has gone up from $1.50 to $1.60—a victim of inflation.
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“You can help 
a person with 
a physical need; 
it’s not enough.”

Albuquerque's Frank Thomas sees people picking up more clothing 
than they need? And he doesn't mind their reselling it.

Woodall, whose phone rings with requests about every five 
minutes, gets some criticism from people who think he's not 
evangelistic wfough. "We don't try to squeeze a decision out 
of them," he says, "and we get a lot of static out of people be­
cause of this. Some think we should give the plan of salvation 
along with the food."

Woodall's work saw 41 professions of faith last year. "The 
name of my game is rehabilitation, hopefully with a rebirth 
experience. We have people with requests fill out compre­
hensive forms and then we deal with the immediate problem," 
he says.

There was one family we'd worked with for years whose 
child was severely burned. Our church people sat up for 
months with the kid. Now the family are church members and 
the father drives our church bus." •

agency," says Debbie Myers, associate director of riendsh 
House in Newport News. "Many think we're, quo 'the J 
tin' place.' The regulars know the score, but are < infused • 
the other direction, thinking we're a church."

Several teenage girls, who made professions .of faith at ■■ 
Billy Graham crusade, wrote on the followup <. ds unde 
"Pastor," Debbie Myers.

Along with food and clothes, which are sold one a week;- 
the Friendship House basement at bargain pries, goes, 
scripture portion and the statement that the giving is done,.- 
Jesus' name.

Earning her fair share
Beatrice Moseley lives a couple of houses down from fH 

and works in the clothing closet. She's not interested ingwnt 
to church, but wants to do her share in the community. Het 
pay is in food.

"They mistreat me Christmas," she says. "Debbie promise; 
me food and I didn't get it." A ticket for a free turkeys 
mailed to her, but apparently was stolen from her mailbih 
"It was a mistake, but for the holidays we (she and her ’sevra 
children) ate beans and neckbones. After that, things broke 
for me and they asked me if I'd work here.

"I don't know what's going to happen this next year,"she 
goes on. "Tell hie it's going to get worse. I pray every night 
she says. "I believe God's there, but a whole lot of pet’pi 
don't believe he's there or that he'll do anything. But he nil;

Others swear by Friendship House, saying that without it 
they'd really be bad off.

Frances Jackson, for instance, says, "If it weren't for ths 
place, my kids couldn't even go to school." Her 10 children 
got all their school clothes from FH.

Giving help regularly
Dan Anderson in Newport News says he interviews every 

person who comes in, "not because I have time to, but to see 
that they get help regularly."
'Anderson, his own business hurt by the economy, pitched 

in at Thanksgiving to help with the center's food distribution. 
Ue's been there ever since, while Friendship House has be­
come more and more like a "relief center."

"I've never seen anything like this," says Mrs. Antoinette 
Anderson, Dan s mother and a regular CSM missionary as 
the center's director.

We never thought we'd be in this type of ministry. January 
a year ago we had 17 people ask for food—this January we 
gave food to 126 and referred. 75 more to other agencies.

'Christmas we got 447 pounds of food from the Air Force, 
toys and food from the Army, plus a high school and the In­
ternational Garment Workers gave us food," says Mrs. Ander­
son. "Food, clothing and volunteers continue to come in from 
the black and white churches.as they see the'great need here. 
We gave out one ton of food in three weeks—1,200 pounds 
the week before Christmas.''

Nonetheless, many needy people have no real idea where 
their help originates. "Many think we're a government

Situation typical ‘
Mrs. Jackson's situation is typical of the inflation crunch 

being felt by hundreds who come by Baptist cente r.
He net income is $329 per month in welfare. R< nt for ha 

three bedroom house is $105 per month. Her elect, c bill 
$52 in January ("That's because I couldn't pay it ill in De­
cember"). And every three months she pays $25 e. h for wa­
ter and for sanitation service.

Each month she pays $144 for $310 worth of fo J stamps 
But food stamps aren't allowed to be used for non- sod items 
such as washing powders, bandaids or toothpasi All that 
comes last, if there's any money left over. Then . >ere's the 
clothes and shoes and anything else that costs m iey— 
on the barrelhead—that just isn't there.

"Local stores are a whole lot higher than going ut to the 
A&P. But if you don't have transportation, you h .e to bin 
here," says Mrs. Jackson.

Friendship House's Mrs. Anderson says th< econom*  
situation is causing many problems like those of M Jackw® 
'Families can't get help from the welfare if there a man® 
the family." This encourages unemployed fathers t leave J*  
helps reinforce the matriarchal society.

"One man, a white man, and his family came ove iere fro® 
Williamsburg to get help with food and clothing, she 
"He'd just been saved in the Billy Graham crusau and 
being forced to leave his family so they could quah fort# 
fare. He was just about in tears."

54 IUNEiIULY

At 1 A.M. four men stand "catching 
corn 's." For almost four hours, they 
have shuffled and grumbled on that 
strei corner in Newport Nevvs, Va. By 
10, • ey have reached the limits of 
hope they know there is little chance 
ofgc ling a job that day. And only the 
few Jiehards remain; their numbers 
are whittled by disgust. "Nobody 
didn ! get nothing this morning," says 
one

But for these men, waiting and hop­
ing, the Corner is the city's version of 
the country general store with its pot­
bellied stove. And though they realize 
the contractors and other employers 
looking for men for short-term work 
won't be coming this morning, they 
huddle together on the corner...for 
fellowship, and for comfort.

They want their story told, so people 
will understand what it means to be 
jobless in the city.

"Do you mind having your picture 
taken? we ask after a few minutes' 
talk. HOME MISSIONS photographer 
Don Rutledge and I have come to this 
corner, near Newport News' Baptist 
center, to interview these men who 
daily come to wait for jobs.

Only one doesn't want his picture 
taken. "I'm not catching," he says. 
"I'm on welfare. I'm disabled. Just 
down here with my friends." But, he 
explains, if the wrong person sdes his 
photograph "catching cornet^" he 
might lose his welfare check. He adds, 
slighriy embarrassed, "I can't afford 
to seem like I'm working; it's a long 
time o wait to draw a little check and 
whei you get it you still gotta pay rent 
and , >od and everything."

Jobs stopped
Tv o of the men have worked as 

labo rs in a government project, but 
rain nd mud have stopped that job 
unti pring.

T other man quit his previous job.

"The mopey wasn't right," he says, 
bitterly, -'and the work I was doing, 
I wouldn't work for that."

He had discovered that as a laborer, 
he was getting paid $3.50 an hour, 
while the contractor who hired him 
was collecting $4.25 an hour for his 
services. The contractor was pocket­
ing the difference, and the laborer 
didn't "feel it's right we're not getting 
what belongs to us. We told him we're 
not going to work. He told us. You ’ 
speaking as a group?' I said, 'No,' but 
everybody, they said, 'Yeah.' So he 
said, 'Well, you're fired.' The rest of 
the men said, 'Well, if he's fired, we're 
all fired.' ■*

"The contractor said, 'When you all 
going back to work?' I said, 'When we 
get $4.25.' He said, ‘Well, y'all go back 
borne and take a week pff.' Sb sure 
enough we all went back home and he 
started calling us up telling us to come 
back to work, getting $4.25. But that 
job played out until springi I mean 
there's certain things you've got to do, 
you've got to put your foot down."

That doesn't mean that, for a lot of 
months, he and "a whole lotta people 
gonna be hungry." Especially, the 
men say, during the winter. It's caused 
many men to turn to crime, says one 
man.

m Jr ’ °ne reason y°u see these women with no man 
■. £ ‘ use- We referred him to a Williamsburg church, to 

>ch i । sure he's going since he's a new Christian."

Drasti measures
^?.n Person believes people in welfare will stay ip that 

a witii unless something drastic takes place. "You cfh help 
Perse with a physical need, but that's not enough. You 

k- p(ln ress on him that until he invites Jesus into his heart, 
15 "e very rarely going to be changed.

Knolan Benfield photo

Crime going up
"You take a man, he got four, five 

children, house note to pay, telephone, 
light and gas, and he ain't got no work. 
He gotta do something—gotta look out 
for his family. That's vyhat makes 
crime goihg on like it is—ain't nobody 
gonna stay out here and starve."

A chorus of yeahs.
"You don't want to do it, you 

wouldn't go for that yourself. A man 
got to try to get something one way or 
another."

The men know about the baptist 
center and the Catholic (Social Ac­
tion) center, but don't equate them 
with religion. They just know the peo­
ple at those places will help them with 
busfare and canned food. "Lotta guys 
go there and get food and sell it just • 
to get a drink of wine," one says. 
"Now that's the lowest thing a man 
can do."

"It goes to show you there's more 
people out here that’s for you than is 
against you, black or white," another 
says. "I might walk the street and pass 
you by, you don't say nothing to me 
and 1 don't say nothing to you. You 
might be for me, I don't know, unless 
we get together and talk it over."

— Tim Nicholas

"This is where the majority of government programs, wel­
fare for one, don't offer anything of an uplifting nature. That 
monthly check makes them more numb, like it's owed to 
them."

Uncaring churches?
But while it's easy for church people to criticize welfare, 

people in welfare work have their own ideas about the church' 
In El Paso, Tex., where home missionary Willie Mae Giles 
operates El Paso Baptist Mission Center, Manny De la Rosa,

« Continued
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‘We try to do 
for the man 
what he needs 
to have done.”

former director of an urban coalition whi^h was to bring 
together the community, business and agencies, argues that 
the church doesn't clrre. about the poor.

"With the curtailment of funds to poverty programs and 
people in crisis and economic disaster, it becomes increasingly 
important to start developing the resources within the com­
munities. Yet the church continues to be isolated from people 
in the barrio and when it does something it just makes a 
minimal effort," says De la Rosa, who is currently unem­
ployed.

"There's a very conspicuous absence, lack of visibility by 
the Baptist church, except for Willie Mae. They don't give her 
any money to run a program. Scrounging is an art, but if 
you're nbt-careful, you spend 90 percent of your time scroung­
ing. I wonder hoyv many know how much power to do good is 
in her hands."

Vaughn Manning, El Paso Baptist Association's missions 
director, says the association, whidh has 37 churches and only 
15,000 Baptists (it runs the center, an encampment, a Baptist 
Student Union, 18 mission congregations, and a largejiortion 
of the Texas river ministry), is committed to continuelfcninis- 
try to Soi^thTJ Paso in the Mexican-American neighborhood.

But he admits the association has no money, to add staff to 
the 19,000 square-foot mission center. Besides Willie Mae, the 
center ^Tnploys only two pre-school teachers.

Manning says the center is a touchy subject among Baptists 
in El Paso. "It would take eight people to operate it properly. 
We don't have eight people or the money to pay for them," 
he says-.

"The Texas Baptist Convention actually owns the center 
.and we've approached it with a proposal to sell the building 
and build four or five mini-centers in South El Paso."

But no sales are planned with the real estate situation in 
such flux. Meanwhile, Willie Mae Giles depends on volunteers 
to continue club-type programs with different age groups. A 
mission church meets at the center on Sundays, pastured by 
Joe Poe, director of the book department at the Foreign Mis­
sion Board's Spanish Baptist Publishing House in El Paso.

"Christmas in August" materials last fall and still 
of it left.

'ave mud

"The statistics will show you that for the last five or# 
months the need of the poor has increased," says )e la Roy 
"so has the crisis of being poor in El Paso—as i ie rolls» 
crease, the amount of money provided for relief emainstj 
same. And if middie-income people are having a bud J 
squeeze, even more so for people living on povert income!

Prices have gone up for the man on the skids, loo. Bants 
Men's Mission in New Orleans, which ministers to down-anj 
outs on skid row, this year raised prices for a night’s lodging 
supper and breakfast (including shower) from $1.50 to Site 
"I'd rather not raise the charge again," says Director Ed Uk 
"But the mission itself has felt the pinch of inflation. Ou 
utilities bill has jumped 40-50 percent since last June."

"A year ago dried beans were 24<T a pound, now they) 
more than twice that. We average 191 men per night and« 
number of free nights for men who can't even afford the$1B 
has only increased about five percent."

The mission employs about 30 men in its rehabilitate 
programrand pays incidental salaries to those who work; 
maintenance, food service and other areas of the operate

We try to do for the man what he needs to have done 
says Lilly- "This is what we're here for; to get a man off ako 
hoi, help nim find the Lord and give him a belly full of food

EXECUTIVE'S WORD by Arthur B. Rutledge 

The HMB economic picture

Clinics and clothes
Saturdays, his wife, Eleanor Poe, R.N., directs a medical 

clinic operated by volunteer Baptist doctors. "We can fill pre­
scriptions on the spot," says Mrs. Poe, "and we only charge a 
quarter."

"We have a used clothing room and a food pantry which 1 
have to limit to this community," says Miss Giles. "But I do 
make exceptions."

"One woman from Juarez literally was starving and I gave 
her some food. She told me she'd send her husband back to do 
some work for me. But I never thought she would.

"Three weeks later a man showed up at the center with a 
letter from her. He had some to do maintenance work and has 
returned several times since," she says.

"One Mexican takes clothes into the interior of Mexico and 
sells them says Miss Giles. "That's okay with us because he 
buys food with the money."

"People haven't been bringing in as much to our food pan­
try lately and many are bringing in less and cheaper foods— 
something they bought but decided they didn't want," says 
Miss Giles. "These people don't want it either."

The El Paso Baptist Mission Center received the Acteens'

Subtle guidance
It's a system that directs men into rehabilitation, yet dow 

force the issue. For those who want to try kicking the.bottlt 
there's a contract, which is expected to be kept intact. It'sen 
way out of the cycle of despair.

But inflation and the recession are speeding up the cydefi 
the poor.

Dan ^nderson took a woman to social services in Newpvr 
News to get her signed up for food stamps. The woman lu 
had her electricity and gas cut off because she I 'uldn'tp 
her bills. She told the official she'd been cooking theta 
Friendship House had been giving her on a neighbor's stwi

She was told she couldn't get stamps because ie couliln 
prove she was cooking only for herself.

Anderson stepped up to the window, having he.. d the Ju 
logue, and asked what she needed to do to get in
gram.

"When the clerk saw we weren't going to tak< 
answer, he explained that when the woman came 
week, she should say that she'd been cooking at h 
sterno, the canned heat."

> the pr«

no for i 
i the no 
home'’

The idea of all our programs, government - — 
should be to find ways to include, not exclude p >ple,' 
Anderson.

Poverty situations are getting more extreme as 
and the recession increases. People are measurab1 
than they were last year. Government and chui 
funds are getting tighter, but thffe seem to be 1 
cates for expanding services to those most di 
fected—those on the bottom of the U.S.'s econ<

,d churci

(careful r ading of the 130-year history 
if the Hon." Mission Board underscores 
he fact that the work of the Board has 
i$en and'ialien as the economy has ad- 
anced or declined. Even so, especially 
luring recent years, Southern Baptists 
lave generally supported their missions 
auses at a level well above that of the 
conomy.
Thisisa reflection of deep commitment 

omissions on the part of pastors and peo- 
>le For this all of us surely thank God. 
A persistent problem during the past 

ew years has been inflation, recently 
(impounded by recession. During these 
ears Southern Baptists have provided 
increased amounts through the Board's 
asic channels of support, the Coopera­
te Program and the Annie Armstrong 
aster Offering. These gains have been 
bsorbed largely in the rising costs of 
'radically everything the Board does, 
rom paying printing and utility bills to 
mviding Cost of living increases for mis­
eries and staff arid office personnel. 
In these circumstances the Board has 

01 been able to increase the size of its
lissionary force for several years.
l^isdoe:, not mean that we have been 

nable to enter new fields. About 100 
nssionchi rches per year, including both 
togloand thnic, have reached self-sup- 
»rt. The • lease of funds used to help 
jni.cou] d with funds realized by the 

1 ting of ther funds, has enabled the 
Wrdtoh p begin a sizeable number of

congi gations and ministries each ear
e,exF ,s*on  has been slower than 

lr«d, h. .ever, and many calls have 
ne unan >'ered, for a time if not per-

lanently.

especially since it is on top of a still larger 
gain in Cooperative Program giving dur­
ing 1973-74.

As this is written in mid-April, it is too 
early to knpw how this year's Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering is doing. We hear 
many positive reports from churches. On 
the other hand, we are aware that some 
churches’, especially in areas hard hit by 
the problems of the economy, are having 
a difficult time economically.

The administration has developed plans 
for quick reduction of expenses in case 
there should be S sharp decline in sup­
port. Fortunately this has not yet ap­
peared and seems less likely as the na­
tional economy begins to show some 
signs of an upward turn.

The Board s staff is exercising unusual 
care in keeping expenditures within the 
various items of the current budget. Spe­
cial attention is being given to keeping 
travel costs under control. Requests for 
new personnel—whether staff, technical, 
professional or clerical—are being eval­
uated carefully, and approved only when 
urgent and when feasible financially. The 

.employment of part-time extta help is 
being held to a minimum. In sbme cases 
volunteer workers from local churches are 
assisting in certain office routines.

For the past several years the Board has 
been giving added emphasis to the use of 
volunteer workers. The Christian Service 
Corps enlisted 169 men and women who 
worked alongside home missionaries for 
periods of two weeks to several months, 
at their own expense, last year. The ser­
vice of- challenging lay volunteers and 
bringing them into contact with mission­
aries needing short-term help is led by 
one who is himself a volunteer, a deacon/ 
businessman .who serves half-time as a 
volunteer HMB staff member.

Additional opportunities for valuable 
volunteer service are provided through 
such channels as Campers-on-Mission, 
literacy workers, weekday ministries 
workers,^outh mission groups, lay evan­
gelism school directors, "Reach Out" as­
sociates (youth), renewal associates and 
language missions workers.

Then there is the ten-weeks summer 
missions effort, which involved over 
1,100 students last summer. This was in­
creased by semester missionaries, who 
did the same type work at free periods 
during the school year.

In July the full o9-member board will 
consider its 1976 budget. The Adminis­
trative Committee, assisted by the admin­
istrative staff, are already at work on the 
budget. The uncertainty of the economy 
makes future financial planning more 
difficult than it has been for several years. 
Nevertheless the generosity of Southern 
Baptists up to this point, together with 
the strong emphasis being given to the 
Cooperative Program in 1975-7o, and the 
larger dreams being dreamed by WMU 
leaders regarding the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering, provide a bright outlook.

There are many services which the 
Home Mission Board cannot provide with­
out money. There are new opportunities 
opening to us week by week which we 
cannot take advantage of without in­
creased funds. The number of lost people 
in this country enlarges every year, calling 
for accelerated evangelistic and mission 
thrusts from within the churches and 
through the ministries of the Home Mis­
sion Board.

But there are many ministries that can 
be provided and even accelerated through 
fhe use of consecrated men and women 
who serve as volunteers. In fact, one of 
the trends among types of mission work 
needed during recent years has been the 
trend toward assigning missionaries to 
challenging areas where they can multi­
ply their ministering hands and hearts by 
finding local lay workers and training 
them.

At a time of unsettled economic condi­
tions we remember our commission. Our 
Christian task has not changed. Today, as 
in every other day, we are to bear faithful 
witness "in (our) Jerusalem, (our) Judea, 
(our) Samaria and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth."

God will supply his servants with the 
resources needed to do his work today 
and in the days ahead. •

Jbe add I problem of recession, with 
worse*  nt ‘-’mployment, has caused the 

. • 5 a° nistration to watch current
n^nCes? "fully. This includes both in- 
Tund Per>ditures.
tJ ,r^ the mid-point of the Con- 
ra'01]s ' a' year< the Cooperative Pro- 
.i 5hov an increase of more than 

, anpertl ■ over the previous year. This 
extn nely encouraging response,

ices gi"

। progr*  
wer

.................... ____  aic ladde
Dan Anderson is an advocate, as are the staffs nd volw 

teers who man other Baptist centers across the c .intry- 
as Anderson asks, "How many advocates are the <"

Can we afford no more? •

56 |UNE I JULY



COMMENT by Walker L. Knight

Putting first things first

lap! st Aid to Refugees by Toby Drum

IDITOR'S X'OTE: The Vietnamese refugee 
l/lar and 'them Baptists' growing response 
[ ministry . I resettlement began to unfold just 
L HOME ISSIONS went to press in early 
llay. Thefo wing account covers initial HMB 
Lrb Io hel. the incoming refugees. But as the 
Lvr sloryb. in to develop. HOME MISSIONS 
Lvrtrrs an photographers were assigned to 
Lil the Ihr. refugee camps. A full, in-depth 
kwf el tolmt they find—from community re- 
kw Io refugee needs—will appear in the next 
LofHM.

Someone said recently that the two insti­
tutions to Flourish during economic reces­
sions or depressions are the churches and 
the liquor stores. I cannot verify this, but 
its truth might lie in the fact that both 
offer solace to man, though at the opposite 
ends of the spectrum. Also each can be an 
escape froqi the present difficulty, a 
temptation the churches face to be only 
future oriented.

Reacting properly to economic crisis 
constitutes a serious problem. Most 
churches extend themselves to the limit 
of their budgets ordinarily, and any rad­
ical adjustment necessitates a reordering 
of priorities. Most churches provide some 
assistance within their ministries to those 
in need, and when demands multiply 
they are usually unable to react quickly. 
Some groups have had to set priority on 
the persons they would helpand turn oth­
ers toward alternative means of assist­
ance.

In this issue of HOME MISSIONS we 
have explored both the depth of the eco­
nomic crisis and its impact upon Baptist 
work and churches. In addition, the work 
being done in two areas to meet the eco­
nomic needs of their areas is reported.

Another way of reacting comes from 
the Manhattan Baptist Church in New 
York City in the form of an open letter to 
the President of the United States and to 
other government officers. This letter, 
adopted by a church vote, is appropriate 
for all of us to consider, in that the call 
is for a reordering of priorities, the elim­
ination of waste, the need for long-range 
planning, and the mobilization of the 
people for the effort.

This congregation appears willing to 
sacrifice to help others:

"Dear Mr. President:
"We write to you as a church congre­
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gation, not as economic experts. What 
draws us together is belief in God and in 
his concern for people.

"However, the quality of life today is 
so strongly affected by economics, we 
must be concerned. For sO many people 
in our count?/ and throughout th^world, 
the economic actions and policies of 
government play the major role in shap­
ing the quality of their lives.

"So as a congregation we entourage 
you to put human priorities first: to give 
urgent emphasis to economic'concerns, 
stressing real human needs. Particularly, 
to be concerned for the poor, the politi­
cally weak and others who are un­
equipped to shape their own lives.

"We don't presume to have economic 
answers. We're asking you to give urgent 
attention to finding real answers. Of the 
many studies and suggestion's which 
have been made, certain emphases seem 
to stand out:

"l.That we not continue forever on 
the theory that a healthy U.S; economy 
must inevitably be based on the manu­
facture of war materials, the production 
of automobiles or whatever other condi­
tions have previously been operating. 
Eventually we are glutted with goods, 
and have enough cars to satisfy all rea­
sonable needs. It's short-sighted to base 
economic health on everyone's buying 
more cars. This particularly applies when 
thousands of people are without ade­
quate food, housing, education, trans­
portation which the poor can afford, and 
other obvious necessities. Let us 'esca-

"The New York Times editorial of Febra 
ary 14, 1975, suggested: 'Only whenwi 
needs forced a total suspension of ad 
ian auto manufacture was it acknow 
edged—and demonstrated—thatautora 
tive facilities could readily be retooled!: 
almost any type of heavy manufacture 
Accepting George Meany's estimate th 
measures to combat mass unemploynwi

I Entering Home Mission Board staff 
lembers and missionaries got Southern 
aptists in on the ground floor in both 
linisteririg to Vietnamese refugees in 
leresettlement camps and helping them 
nd new homes in America. And the 
ord from the HMB directors Was "sic 
m”in continuing the efforts in the dra- 
la that sees new developments every 
•y-
Even before the fall of Saigon, a group 

f home missionaries anticipating the 
pportunity to help the refugees, had met
Washington, D.C., and began to planand industrial stagnation ought tobei X '"g,?.ega 

vigorous as those employed to ftghl। r ’ h iltant in Christian social miniwar, would it not make sense to cornu 
a substantial part of the unused autoh 
cilities to production of mass-trans
equipment, such as subway cars 
buses?

irne, Con-
iltant in Christian social ministries for
ie District of Columbia Baptist Conven­
or Allen Oliver, pastor of Hillandale
aptist Church, Adelphi, Md.; and Ector 
lamrick, director of Christian social min-

"3. Right now you're working hade tries for Mount Vernon Baptist Associ- 
»n, Alexandria, Va., visited the Stater i , ' r‘<c*<iiiuria,  va., visited the otateemergency measures for the Amen Ipjrtme„t of( 

economv. We uree voti not to re ax wh »..cL-_. ,, . ° .economy. We urge you not to relax whe
that is completed, but immediately ton 
about long-range considerations. Estai 
lish whatever committees and commi 
sions are needed to consolidate kiw*  
edge we already have, to experiment! 
proposals however radical, to exami 
how to spend our national wealth, inti 
ligence and energy on meeting the tn 
needs of all our people.

"4. With so much to be aoomplisl*

outhern Baptists in ministering to the

we urge you to see unempk ment a*  
national and worldwide wash as well rived.

Ambassador L.D. Brown, in charge of 
•eState Department's Southeast Asian 
»k directing the refugee effort, wired 
icnof the three resettlement camps at 
amp Pendleton, Calif., Camp Chaffee, 
«■, and Eglin, AFB, Fla., notifying 
*mof th Baptist offer to help.
P>e tele ram was signed "Kissinger." 
worsat the camps were wide open to 
tame, H mrick and Oliver when they Tivod 1

“7 . j *̂ e *• nPs have been besieged with
5. We urge you to use you leaderJ^tfers frOr voluntary groups, the trio

individual calamities.
; . .-----' .jt ‘oiuniciiy groups, tne trio

position to mobilize the Arne ran («! «d. but I mrick said llne man a, c 
into recognizing the benefi to * lufleeal ort Ark indicated the
meeting the needs of all.

"6. As for ourselves, We । omise
‘plistsw .

------------ — — ----- willingness to make sacri: ;es 
late'industries and services which answer. will lead to helping others, a J attain^ 
these desperate needs.-------------------------------- • ' '

"2. The point has often been made that 
if we give the same intelligence and ur­
gency to converting our vast technology 
and resources to improving life which we 
give to converting industry to war efforts, 
for example, results must be seen.

vital, human gpals.
"We believe the final stre> gth oh

economy, and indeed our

Weere

the California, Arkansas and Florida 
state conventions.

Hearne, Hamrick and Oliver initially 
drafted a list of support services which 
Baptists could perform inside the camps— 
a program of Americanization, including 
courses in basic English, U.S. geography, 
family life, customs, government; orien­
tation to camp life and sponsorship pro­
cedures; information and counseling 
services; assistance and support for other 
services such as the Red Cross and 
Church World Service; and providing a 
coordinator for the voluntary services to 
avoid duplication.

They also drafted a curriculum for the 
Americanization program at Camp Pen­
dleton which already has been put into 
action and is being adapted for the other 
two camps.

Paul Adkins, director of the Depart­
ment of Christian Social Ministries, said 
CSM missionaries would be assigned to 
each camp and would work with foreign 
missionaries and the state coordinators—

Anita Bryant and Bob Green LIGHT MY 
CANDLE
is Anita 
and Bob's 
most 
moving book!

e the first of almost a dozen 
> had contacted him who had 
to minister to the refugees at 
Ke rest were interested only 
ifter the refugees had been

From Anita Bryant and Bob Green comes striking testimony 
of triumph over trials ... a dear friend's death, Bob's busi­
ness problems and his near-fatal heart seizure. Anita's 
troubled relationship with her father. Anita writes of God’s 
promise "to give every resource we may need to obtain 
victory over anything life may throw at us." LIGHT MY 
CANDLE will light your way toward the invincible commit­
ment that has guided the Greens. $5.95 )

f camp, 
helping 

■orated.
“— Youthen 
have!* 1 e jc[jV(.

lation,
pends on the very priorities V' 
discussing, rather than on ex? -trials.-*

Baptist home missionaries
>oth inside and outside the 

Ps- Wo Ring with Foreign Mission-.--------- - ; , Kin& vvitn Foreign Mission-
weareconfidentof your own Herol*  B who „ave been assigned to the 
concern in thece nrinrilioc IDdx ..t ..concern in these priorities." ' oven oooi^ticu IV mi­

ps and with coordinators named by AT BAPTIST BOOK STORES 

E-S Fleming H. Revell Company



New books 
about the
ministry 
of 
theafs 
churches

GODS OF 
GOODNESS
The Sophisticated Idolatry of the 
Main Lin&£(Torches by BRUCE 
L. BLACKIE. The stagnation of 
church life seen as a symptom of 
dependency on false gods derived 
from secular culture: unwar­
ranted confidence in reason and 
science, the belief that man is bas­
ically good, activism, organiza­
tion, success, and civil religion. 
Points to a renewing of life and 
direction. $5.95

SURVIVAL
AND MISSION 
FOR THE
CITY CHURCH
by GAYLORD B. NOYCE. 
Stressing that the downtown 
church's first priority is to decide 
the nature of its mission to the 
city, the author offers five mean­
ingful "images" the church can 
adopt—"cathedral," “living room 
forum,” "family,” "servant 
church," or "revolutionary 
cadre." Paper $3.95

Order from your Baptist Bookstore. 
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James Roamer, director of Coronado Bap­
tist Center in California; Trueman Moore, 
pastor of East Side Baptist Church, Fort 
Smith, in Arkansas; and James Monroe, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Fort Wal­
ton Beach at Eglin AFB.

Oscar Romo, director of the Depart­
ment of Language Missions, said his of­
fice will be involved outside the camps 
in resettlement efforts for the refugees. 
Irvin\Dawson, associate director of the 
department and director of Immigration 
and Refugee Service, is coordinating the 
effort with Church World Service, an 
interdenominational organization with 
which the HMB has worked in previous 
refugee resettlement efforts with Hun­
garians, Cubans and Ugandans.

Church World Service, one of a half­
dozen or more religious agencies with 
whom the federal government works in 
refugee resettlement, has agreed to place 
10,000 Vietnamese and 250 Cambodians. 
Southern Baptists are being asked to help 
relocate 400 families — around 2,000- 
2,500 of the total Dawson said.

He said churches interested in spon­
soring a family or families should first 
vote to do so, prepare to provide tem­
porary housing, foodstuffs and other es­
sentials and Resist the wage-earner in 
securing a job and then notify their^tate 
missions director or Dawson's office at 
the Home Mission Board in Atlanta.

"We will provide a dossier about the 
family, their religious affiliation ana oc­
cupational background," Dawson said. 
Many churches already have made in­
quiries about sponsorship.

Romo said the HMB had arranged with 
the American Bible Society for a supply 
of Vietnamese scriptures for distribution 
to the refugees in the camps and after 
they have been resettled.

"We also are compiling a list of people- 
who want to help—churches a nd ^people 
with varied expertise," Romo said. "One 
thing that we hadn't anticipated is that 
about 20 percent of these people speak 
Chinese so we plan to pull in Chinese 
workers to assist."

Romo cautioned that more is involved 
in sponsoring a refugee family than just 
providing food, housing and money. "It 
will be a continuing responsibility of wit­
nessing and concern," he said.

M. Wendell Belew, director of the Divi­
sion of Missions Ministries, praised the 
staff and missionaries for moving swiftly 
in the matter. "We wanted to get to these 
people (the Vietnamese) to tell them we 
love them," he said.

Russell H. Dilday, Jr., pastor of Second- 
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, 
and president of the HMB directors, also 
praised the action and said he was im­
pressed with two things—the evidence 
that the Board could move swiftly in situ­
ations that required prompt action—"I'm 
proud of that"—and the cooperation of 
the HMB and FMB in the effort.

Dilday asked for a motion nd got 
unanimous vote from the exei tiveco& 
mittee of the directors at their |ay mefI 
ing in Atlanta to encourage th staff 
missionaries to "sic 'em" in re igee m, 
istry effort.

Adkins and Romo have con
Eugene Grubbs, the FMB's d -aster re­
sponse coordinator, and all at wodi51 
together in meeting the need. 7 eForeit 
Mission Board immediately assigned 
two missionaries who had be n sen™ 
in Vietnam to the cijmps at I >rt Smith 
and Elgin. AFB and were expe ed to as- 
sign at least two more.

I ted uni

The story took on another intense 
when It was learned a group f 85 chi' 
dren and 15 workers from a aptist-as- 
sisted orphanage at Camh Ranh B>, 
South Vietnam, had made their way it; 
small boats and then ship to Singapore 
Efforts are under way to cut away the 
international diplomatic red tape ax 
bring them to the United States.

Many people had indicated their wii-i 
ingness to help. Adkins told the HMB 
directors at the May meeting that 85 fam­
ilies in the Washington, D.C., area already 
had said they would take any of the (hi| 
dren—ages three months to 14 years- 
who were adoptable. The Baptist Cli 
dren's Homes of North Carolina, he said 
would take the others.

by Viggo Olsen 
Fact that reads 
like fiction: a 
surgical-diplo­
matic-; plritual 
odyssc / that 
starts i i Omaha 
and ac lostlcism 
and re ches 
dedlc; on and 
selfies service 
In war orn 
Bang! lesh.

Comp te and 
unabr jed
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RE/ PERS' REACTIONS
Don use church for race mixing

■•I would ;e to express my appreciation 
■for the I PME MISSIONS Magazine. 
■When the nagazine arrives each month 
■in the ma. I spend an afternoon curled 
■upon our >uch reading. It always broad- 
lens my h( ; izons.
I I feel th. i the March of 1975 issue de- 
Iserves-sp-cial mention. The well-re- 
■searched j iges involving interfaith wit- 
■ness are i valuable resource material 
■which 1 will add to my file. The accumula- 
Jtionof information provided in this single 
■copyof HM would have taken an individ- 
lual like mysdlf a gfeat length of time to 
■research and analyze. I know I will refer 
■again and again to these articles, espe­
cially since my work within the Bible club 
Il teach deals with students from many 
■faiths and denominations.
I Also, I am particularly glad to see a 
lunit covering the occult. As a young per- 
lon. I realize the extent of curiosity the 
■young people today are showing in this 
Lea I think it wise for Christians to be in 
Bhe know about occult practices and to 
lacknowledge it for the threat it presents. 
I All in all, I wish to commend the staff 
lor their output of an excellent magazine 
I'hich seeks to glorify Christ.

Cheryl Bradley 
Alameda. N.M.

[I thank our Lord for March of HOME 
■MISSIONS. Thanks for all the effort put 
into researching, compiling, and produc- 
It’git. It is informative and practical. I 
inticipate using this edition for -many 
wears to come.
I Ellis Leagans
J Livingston, Texas

fit was without a doubt the best, most 
ft™- nost keeP4ble HOME MIS­
RUNS l\ ever seen. Thanks.

lames M. Dunn
Dallas. Tex.

panic's tosaic?
I In HM, he United States was likened 
i°amos- rather than a melting pot. I 
FSgest tl t the population may be more 
L Von <*red  to a rich beef stew—a 
uTBg -tth enough distinctives re- 
[ T? t0 ' interesting.
I e m aic idea perpetuates differ- 
P«s~di- sion—which is not helpful in 
r?e°ay af disunity in our nation.
kh Wh' aVe 8°°d 'SSUe °n lnter*

Sarah W. Pierce 
Wilburton. Okla.

• This is just a note, to congratulate you 
for the tremendous job on January HM. 
The issue is one of the most valuable doc­
uments I could imagine on the matter of 
church growth in a pluralistic society and 
contains some of the finest missionary 
writing I have seen in recent times.

C. Peter Wagner 
Pasadena. Calif..

• February HM is one of the best ever; It 
is attractive, readable and informative. It 
has been a genuine pleasure to share my 
copy with non-Baptist friends as a means 
of showing them who we are and what 
we are doing.

I count it a privilege to be a part of the 
outreach effort of Southern Baptists.

/ Rt>lvr/ A. Hutcherson 
Fort Dix, N.J.

Interfaith response
Each issue of HN/^is relevant, with is­

sues clearly presented. March is so timely 
that I plan to schedule 12 sessions in 
Church Training using the material. 
Thank you for a superb publication.

Mrs. Bee Seiferth 
Carbondale. III.

Thanks for ethnic coverages
I am writing on behalf of the member- 

shipof the Social Issues Committee of the 
Metropolitan New York Baptist Associa­
tion. We wish to take this opportunity to 
express to you and the editorial staff of 
HOME MISSIONS our appreciation for 
the coverage you have given t<J ethnic 
variety among Southern Baptists.

As perhaps the most ethnically diver­
sified association in Southern Baptist life, 
we especially feel the need for education 
concerning the growing racial pluralism 
among Southern Baptists. We commend 
you.

Daniel Aleshire
Waldwick. New jersey

February "Report"
Thank you, thank you, for the past two 

issues of HOME MISSIONS. They are the 
type magazines I will keep in my library. 
With materials like this, I have no fear of 
the future of "Annie Armstrong" offer­
ings. I believe that results speak louder 
than promotional materials. You and 
your staff ar£ to be commended forexcel­
lent results.

Ray Scroggins
Houston. Texas

7% Interest
Colorado Southern Baptist 
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For the sheer happiness of living 
and eating and growing in the 
Christian spirit... Here's a unique family

"Racist" writing?

cookbook, fillet shared traditions and fun . . . with
practical idea/for making cooking and mealtime part of 
your family's Christian growth . . . and with hundreds of 
guest-tested, Kid-tested recipes from Anita Bryant's own 
file, and fromSuch famous personalities as Mrs. Billy
Graham, Lady Bird Johnson and daughter Luci Nugent, 
Catherine Marshall, and Mrs. Colonel Sanders.

In Anita Bryant’s words, “I have a plan to make this cook­
book different and you. are part of this plan. Make this book 
yours. Find God's plan for your family. Use a pencil as you 
read. I want you to be writing your own family story as you 
read ours."

Every chapter of BLESS THIS FOOD will help you do just 
that — whether you're planning a special Thanksgiving cele­
bration or something different for a church supper. BLESS 
THIS FOOD is a simple, honest, down-to-earth guide that 
will help your family create, a feeling of Christian love and 
togetherness. $7.95

62 IUNE / )ULY

I am writing this letter to pi fest son*  
of the literature we are bein> furnishd 
for use in our work with GA's nparti(I1. 
lar, I refer you to "Rosita" the m 
HMB mission study book) by laine Sd. 
craig Furlow.

• Absolutely delighted.
This however was tempere with 

unhappy fact that my issue ar ved Io 
ing as though dogs had attacl d it-1 
sume it was bundled with w e and 
protective cardboard coverir -I 1 
sure this issue will be one I v. I want 
keep for many years to come. N .'husw 
and I hope w^*won't have t< miss a 
pages of your magazine. Fran; .y it is‘ 
favorite and we feel privilege! to rece 
it.

Mrs. Dean Durbin 
Santa Rosa, Calif.

At the present time, my hi bandar 
I are spending considerabh sums 3 
money to provide private ed ationlj 
our children. This is for no 01 er reason! 
than to avoid contact with, n rubers J 
the black race, and all of ti e varies 
problems involved with them, ■ >onumj 
ous to discuss.

I resent the Home Missit n Board, 
publishing literature in suppt.. t of racu 
integration and definitely oppose von 
making young children the tar. et of you 
opinions on social reform.

As a GA leader, I used your book, bis 
have omitted any reference to "Tommv- 
as being a Negro. I will continue ths 
practice, as I do not believe in using th 
church to promote race mixing.

Mrs. joe Grady 
Jackson, Miss.

Overwhelmed
1 want to express my sincere apprecu- 

tion for the magazine coverage you 
magazine gave to evangelism in the Apri 
issue. Not only am I personally over­
whelmed, but I speak for all full-tiir 
evangelists in expressing our appreri 
tion for this type of exposure. We war 
to be a vital part of what our denomiru 
tion is trying to do.

Sam T. Cathey 
Owasso. Okla. ' ,

"B.O.O.K"
• Thank you for the last issue that ei 
plains the beliefs of many denomination! 
It is a copy for saving.

Mrs. Garvin R. Williams 
Maryville, Mo.

• March HM is an issue to keep formal 
years to come. I'm enjoying with intere 
the articles which will do much to help 
an understanding of other be refs.

Frances Horton 
Dublin, Ga.

DlTOR'S OTE: We have received several 
Htr> about tgazines damaged in the mails; 
f tv compla: I to everybody in sight, but have 
mJ Hille ei nee the problem has been solved, 
till the post ’ice and the printers indicate they 
■t is carefw « possible. But any remedy they 
yesl Io n ire undamaged magazines adds 
iFpiif r°sl ’l,al our budget can't handle. If 
uget a da tged copy, therefore, we're sorry; 
.’ll replace and try Io see that it doesn't 
ippen agaii Fhanks.

Introducing from Moody Press!

May I co imend you for your Marqh 
$ue. Alth: ugh I just received our copy 
Jay and have not yet had time to per­
se every ..'tide carefully, I am excited 
xiutsuch in-depth research and report- 
gbyoneof our Convention Boards. We 
sperately need this kind of material 
our fingertips in our local churches as 

e strive to keep our people informed 
idup to date on all of the current move­
entsand ideologies in our midst today. 
The Special Issue was chock full of 
curate and documented information 
out a large number of these groups, 
d this "bonus" issue of 128 pages was 
emendous in size, but I missed any men- 
rnofthe charismatic groups." Perhaps 
ishasalready been treated and I missed 
or it will be in a future issue.

Ray W. Benfield 
Greensboro. N.C.

1RECAST

A complete resource of 
Bible facts in two big volumes.

Completely new and up-to-date, this comprehensive 
Bible reference includes:

• Every proper name and place mentioned in the 
Bible • Discussions of all important doctrines 
• Explanations of theological terms •„ Historical and 
cultural backgrounds • Over 900 photographs and 
diagrams • A 16-page full-color map section 
•k Cross references

tfugee report
■ J

'th the sudden collapse of South Viet 
im in late April, hundreds of Vietnam- 
e refugee- began coming to the United 
ates, pri-varily into three reception 
nler->—oi 1 in California, one in Arkan- 
»and one in Florida. Aware of the im- 
tdiate ne ds of these people, Southern 
'Ptists jo, ,ed other concerned groups 
begin pi grams to orient and resettle 
f'ietna ese newcomers. Home Mis- 
'n Board missionaries were among the 
sl Io be ipproved by the U.S. State 
Mtmer to work in the resettlement 
M In < rly May, HOME MISSIONS 
yners , d photographers visited the 
'era as mericanization and resettle- 
”1 effoi , began. A special, in-depth 
wton tl ■ refugees and Southern Bap- 
5resPc se will appear in August HM. 
Awhile for more information on Viet- 
"ese r< ettlement programs, check 
Estate aptist paper or the June issue

orl« A sion Journal.•

2 volumes
1875 pages
Cloth
Regular price $29.95

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER
$24.95

Order from your 
Baptist Book Store 

moody press 
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In The Human Touch,yoi 11 
visit the places of missic is.

meet the people of missi ins.,

feel the frustration of missi

a see the variety of missions...

A new photo-text series

By THE
Add my name to the list of subscribers I would 

like to receive The Human Touch photo^ext book series, 
up to two books a year, at the special club rate of $4.95 
a book. Satisfaction guaranteed HM-2

name

ci,y stale zip
Send to Book Publication Services. Home Mission Board. 
1350 Spring St . NW. Atlanta. GA 30309. Send no money 
now. We will bill you later

■HUMAN
touch

I Hardback. 192 pages. 8lz"x 11"
I 235 photos. Full-color cover.

$5.95 Baptist Book Stores. $4.95 lub rat*

I


