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AUGUST PREVIEW

30 THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY

Responding to the refugees

When we first learned of Southern Bap­
tists' participation in Vietnamese refu­
gee resettlement, we weren't sure what 
kind or how much story we had. News 
editor Toby Druin attended two early 
strategy meetings, however, and came 
away convinced that Baptists were doing 
some exciting things—and that HOME 
MISSIONS should be covering them. □ 
Druin and HM associate editor Everett 
Hullum, after talking to Paul Adkins and 
Oscar Romo, of the HMB's departments of 
Christian Social Ministries and Language 
Missions, respectively, decided to begin 
at Pendleton and cover activities in each 
of the three camps. They would later split 
up, Druin comipg back to Atlanta to pre­
pare news releases for Baptist Press and 
the state papers, while Hullum was 
joined by HMB photographer Don Rut­
ledge. □ Again and again, the HM team 
seemed to hit the right ^pot with perfect 
timing. At Pendleton, tney saw a Baptist 
family, aided by Foreign Mission Board 
missionary Jim Lassiter, get a sponsor 
and leave the camp—at a. time when few 
families, because of official red tape, 
were getting out. At Fort Chaffee, Druin 
arrived one hour before the plane bring­
ing 69 Baptist Vietnamese orphans land­
ed—he was among those to greet them 
At Eglin, the third resettlement camp, 
Hullum and Rutledge were there when a 
Samford University choir performed. □

work of SBC home and foreign mission­
aries and local people was impressive. 
So impressive, in fact, that we began to 
juggle the contents of HM to make room 
for more on the Vietnamese. A story by 
Druin was postponed until September; 
then a story on metropolitan missions 
was also held out. Finally, a photo-story 
on Baptists' growing seaman's ministry 
was shelved for a month, too. □ And 
poof, the story of the Vietnamese reset­
tlement efforts had taken the whole 
magazine. □ Making the decision to go 
that big was not easy. But we felt, the 
content, both copy and-photographs, de­
served the space. Because of magazine 
deadlines, the story may seem a long 
time-getting to you. But, looking back, 
we think it's worthwhile for you to know 
what Baptists have been doing with a 
"no-strings-attached". attitude that is 
impressive. It's a good sign, we think, 
when Baptists minister, in'unison with 
others, because the need is there. □ And 
speaking of unison, HM again worked 
closely with Jim Newton, editor of World 
Mission Jounuil. in collecting materials for 
and writing this issue, hence multiple by­
lines on several stories. □ This issue is a 
collaborative effort of several people, 
therefore, all of whom owe much thanks 
to the Vietnamese who shared their ex­
perience with us. Even today, it is hard

- . to believe how much they gave up to
But even without these happenings, the -reach America and freedom. •

4 THE VIETNAMESE VENTURE
By Toby Druin/photography by Don Rutledge

sr refugees at three military bases, helping them

23 "WE WANT TO BE FREE"
Compiled by Jim Newton and George Sheridan/photography bv Don Rutledge 
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By Toby Druin/photography by Don Rutledge
The ^7 residents at a I'ir/HiiMirsr orphanage make a dramatic exodus. lacing strains 
of war. hunger and isolation at sea.
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Lewis Myers, blond hair tousled and unkempt, deep lines 
etched across his face, walks out of Hangar 66.-The new 
dawn silhouettes him as he turns toward his car.

Inside Hangar 66, the last group of refugees from the 
pre-dawn flight^moves toward the buses for transport to 
Eglin Air Force Base's Vietnamese refugee tent city. ■'

Bright sunshine, turning golden the hangar's frosted- 
glass east wall, floods the emptying processing center. Air 
Force and other personnel shuffle papers, gather in groups 
to talk and relax. The next refugee flight isn't scheduled to 
arrive for a few hours.

A Red Cross worker, watching Myers walk slowly to­
ward his car, says, "Lewis has really worked. He's greeted 
almost every plane, around the clock. I don't think he's 
been home in a couple of days. He's been too busy talking 
to refugees: helping them feel secure, welcome—no long­
er afraid."

Carl King, the Air Force lieutenant who has charge ol 
processing newly arriving refugees, nods. "Thal guy's been 
amazing." says King, a Southerji Baptist. "And his knowl­
edge of the Vietnamese language has been invaluable. I 
don't know what we'd have done without him."

Bone tired, red-eyed. Myers plops down on the back seal 
of his car. He stretches, easts his muscles: almost immedi­
ately, he dozes.

The sun already is attacking the Florida land, forecasting 
another blisteringly hot, stickily humid day. But Myers pays 
no mini!. He became accustomed to such days during the 
15 years he spent in Vietnam.

Baptists provide 
a montage of 
ministry to
Vietnam refugees 
as they begin 
life in the 
United States

by Toby Druin 
and Everett Hullum 
photography by 
Don Rutledge

The plane circles and starts its descent into Dallas-Fort 
Worth's bleak, modernistic, mammoth airport.

As Jim Gayle watches the ground come closer, he feels 
a sharp, clutching grab at his heart. Like a spear, the pain 
sears his chest: his face contorts, sweaty and flushed.

By the time the plane lands. Gayle is so weak "I can 
hardly go," he recalls. "1 was sure I was having a heart 
attack: it scared me to death.'

Lewis^Myers Hop photo) moves from desk to desk. helping 
officers processing incoming Vietnam refugees. Myers has 
been ' invaluable" to Eglin's new arrivals lleftt, helping 
them feel welcome as they begin life in the U.S.



With the help of friends oh Hie plane. Gayle manages to 
get to the emergency unit at the airport, where the medical 
team finds his blood pressure low. vital signs dropping; a 
waiting ambulance takes Gayle immediately to the hospital, 
where doctors are prepared to control a heart attack.

But the doctors discover something different. After an
EKG^Ihey diagnose that Gayle has 'collapsed from physical 
exhaustion.

John Campbell, who has worked with Gayle for several 
days, shakes his head when the news of Gayle's attack 
reaches the sparse wooden truilding at Fort Chaffee, Ark., 
which houses the Southern Baptist refugee aid office on the 

'post.
। "1 guess we should have expected it." says Campbell, a 
Home Board missionary from New Orleans on temporary 

It is possible that 
not one refugee of 
the 110,000 total
will fail to have 
some contact with 
Southern Baptists

assignment at Chaffee.
Gayle, as one of the people fluent in Vietnamese, had 

helped greet and settle many of the hundreds bf Vietnamese 
refugees who'd moved into Chaffee in the initial weeks of 
the camp's opening. He had worked tirelessly, unselfishly, 
for days.

"Jim was on his way home for a rest." says Campbell. 
"He'd been working 18-hour days. I wish he'd taken it 
sooner, but he fell he was needed here until things stabi­
lized."

Campbell, a tall, bearded man. smiles. 'Jim's going to he 
back up here, J hough. Now that Vietnam is closed to him, 
he feels this is where he needs to be. working with Vietnam­
ese people as long as he can. "

Suitcases in one hand, briefcase in the other, a happy Jim 
Lassiter leads a procession winding through the .lusty streets 
of tent city. Behind him. straggling along in clumps of twos 
and threes, come a refugee family, sons and daughters nml 
mother, and their friends—carrying all the belongings the 
family was able to take in its flight from Vietnam.

For the past few hours—climaxing several days' efforts— 
Lassiter has taken one daughter—a naturalized American 
citizen—through the red tape of release: State Department. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service fINSi, Camp 
Pendleton Marine authorities.

Now the official papers are in Lassiter's briefcase. Spon­
sor assured, clearance granted, the family is getting out of 
the Vietnamese refugee center.

Freedom in America is only minutes away.
The Smiles on the family members’ faces, as they walk 

along the tent rows, contrast sharply with the solemn expres­
sions of those they pass—dozens still awaiting their INS 
clearance and the sponsors necessary for their resettlement.

Lassiter, his curly hair disheveled by the chilly ocean 
winds that sweep Pendleton, helps the family—Baptists 
he'd worked with in Vietnam—into their sponsors' car. amid 
last-minute hugs and farewells.

The sun Ims already set behind the hills that separate 
Pendleton from the Pacific when Lassiter follows the family 
to the camp's gate. He wants to be sure they get through 
without trouble.

As their car pulls away, heading for the freeway to Los 
Angeles. Lassiter turns back. He has more families la see— 
these in Camp 8. one of seven camps that house 20,000 
refugees nt Pendleton. These families, too, need his help in 
getting u sponsor and permission to leave Pendleton.

So what if it's almost 8 p.m. nml he's not eaten in hours. 
So what if he's exhausted nml still faces a t’O-mile drive be­
fore he can sleep. So what if he has a dental appointment at 
•8 n.m. tomorrow.'

Those things can wait.
But these families. Baptists he knew in Saigon, they wnnt 

Io see him tonight. In the gathering darkness, Jim Lassiter 
disappears among the tents o| his friends from Vietnam.

J
ewis Myers, Jim Gayle and I Lassjl 

have all invested porti. s of the 
lives in South Vietna shar| 
the good news of Jesus hrist an 
ministering to the peoj of South 
Vietnam through the work» 
Southern Baptist Fore । Missio. 
Board missionaries. M\

was among the first to be appointed serve™ 
Vietnam—a fact he considers "ironic oecause 
love snow and cold. I sure had to get u> J to a dif- 
ferent climate."

The Myers family served in Vieti m for ]j 
years—from July, 1'960 until their recei furlough 
to the states. Though natives of Missis .ppi, Vtt!. 
nam was virtually the only home the r children 
had ever known.

Gayle, who had been a missionary t ■ Vietnan 
for 10 years, was also home on furlough when th 
fall of South Vietnam occurred. •

Lassiter, a communications specialist with the 
FMB, had been in Vietnam less than two years. He 
left Saigon in early April, after the northern prov­
ince cities of Hue and Danang had fallen, but he 
fore many expected the collapse of the entire war 
ravaged nation.

They are among the 34 Southern Baptistswh 
are now, more or less, "missionaries without 
country." South Vietnam is closed; they won't j 
going back.
y But for Myers, Gayle, Lassiter and others, per 
haps their greatest moments of ministry with th 
Vietnamese people are happening now—in th 
United States.
* For they are among the hundreds of Souther 

Baptists—foreign missionaries, home missibnane 
pastors and local church members—who are pro 
viding a montage of ministry to Vietnamese refu 
gees in the U.S.

So massive has been the Southern Baptist effort 
in fact, that it is possible that none of the 110,000 
plus refugess filtering through the resettiemen 
maze from Wake Island, the Philippines an 
Guam, to Camp Pendleton, Fort Chaffee, or Ej 

Min—or the newly opened Pennsylvania center 
will have failed to have some sort of contact wit 
Southern Baptists.

From California to Florida, Baptists are teacl 
ing English, giving orientation-to-American-lil 
classes, helping with day-care and recreate 
serving as friends and sponsors to the Vietnames 
immigrants.

And while their efforts are more to ninistera 
Christ would have us to" than to mak' newtw 
verts, few seemed to doubt that this wa? where Bal 
tists ought to be.

One Chaffee volunteer said simply 'Why*
I here? I'm a Christian."

Another volunteer—a Braniff airlin stewari 
ess working in a day-care program ru; by Soul* 
ern Baptists—added, "When I got oyi »f fhet 
yesterday, the kids mobbed me. It br ght ap 
lump to my throat; they're so loveabl

"Now if anyone comes up to mi and 
what right do they have ti*be here?' 1'1 really to 
them something!"

Says James Monroe, the easy-goin. pastor • 
First Baptist Church, Fort Walton I • ich, n* 
Eglin, "There's been very little din evang 
lism because of the circumstances < languat 
barriers and lack of understanding of : e Pei’P'

Trutmnn Moory. coordinator of Chaffee's education program, instructs a volunteer before class.

But,"adds Monroe, who has spearheaded the 
Baptist work at Eglin, "there has been a great deal 
ofChristian ministry that I think'is going to pro­
vide a kind of attitude that will make these people 
responsive to the Christian message later on."

he sudden fall of the South Vietnam
government on April 30, and the 

fl flood of refugees prompted by it, 
fl may have caught many by surprise, 
A but Southern Baptists rose quickly 

to meet the challenge. If anything, 
some moved so quickly—on so many 

▼ different fronts—that there may 
have been overlapping in their efforts to respond. 

In the Washington, D.C. area, an ad hoc Baptist 
committee, calling itself the Committee of Metro- 
politan Washington for Refugee Relief, was 
formed even before Saigon capitulated. Interested 
Baptists from across the nation were invited to a 
meeting in the Capital on April 28 At which they 
were brie fed by government agency officials and 
fegan laying plans for responding to the refugee 
Mlux th.it was anticipated.

Leader of the committee were Harry Hearne, 
‘home (Missionary and director of Christian so- 
oalministries for the District of Columbia Baptist 
Convent >n; Al Oliver, pastor of suburban Adel­
phi, Md Baptist Church; and Ector Hamrick, 
erector f Christian social ministries for Mt.
ernon irginia) Baptist Association.
Che c imittee contacted U.S. State Depart­

ment An >assador L.D. Brown, who was to head 
“Pthe r< ugee program, and offered the "special 
,ls of aptists" in providing services for the 

refugees 
Oliver 

Mkp- 
^ers of 
Ifers fOi 
breath- 
“on and 
*hat a t. 
tothre<

They 
"servici 
f(Pfrienl

learne and Hamrick convinced Brown 
ts had the expertise to screen voluntary 
d, provide Vietnamese-speaking volun- 

-ill phases of camp services, including 
feeding, clerical services, Americaniza- 

>rientation programs. At least that is 
-‘gram from the State Department told 
resettlement camp commanders.
Baptists) consider this their specialty 
to refugees," it said. "This is a strongly 
d group who can organize and st. " 

the volunteer services requirements ..."
That was a large order, but Hearne and Oliver 

were undaunted by the magnitude of the assign- 
nyCnt they sought.

Armed with the telegram—which had been 
drafted by Brown but was sent over the signature 
of Secretary of State Henry Kissinger—Hearne 
and Oliver traveled to Pendleton and Eglin, Ham­
rick to Chaffee, to set up voluntary services opera­
tions.

All threek found the telegram opened doors for 
them. But to what extent, no one knows. For at 
Chaffee and" at Eglin, local Baptist pastors had 
already been making contacts with the camp 
commanders.

W. Trueman Moore, pastor of East Side Baptist 
in Fort Smith, Ark., outside Chaffee, and James 
Monroe, had both recognized the need for a Bap­
tist witness in the camps as soon as the plans for 
the camps had been announced.

Moore, a former foreign missionary to Bangla­
desh for 14 years, now a director of the Home Mis­
sion Board, called both the FMB and the HMB to 
enlist their aid. He'foundboth executive directors— 
Arthur Rutledge of the Home Board and Baker 
James Cauthen of the Foreign—in a national con­
ference on mission support being held in Florida.

When Moore explained his needs, both gave 
assurances of assistance from their agencies. La­
ter, when Moore asked for additional personnel to 

continued
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On the streets ol Eglin's lent city, James Monroe, 
talks with Col. and Mrs. Asa Hamrick.



minister to the 25,000 refugees expected at Chaf- 
. fee, Rutledge and Cauthen reiterated their com­

mitment and support.
"Both boards were unbelievably responsive and 

trusting," Moore recalls. "They said, 'You are free 
to look into whatever relationships to whatever 
pxteptyou want to. You can commit the boards 
fdrrunas and personnel without any further fear 

/of our being willing to go along with it.' "
I Monroe had a similar experience at Eglin. He 
I was at the conference witk Rutledge and Cauthen 
\vhen the news broke; after conferring with them 
artd-FIorida Baptist Convention officials Harold 
Bennett, the executive secretary, and Woodrow 
Fuller, state missions director, Monroe returned to 
Fort Walton Beach to "size up the local situation 
and see what needed to be done. Everyone as­
sured me of their fullest backing."

Monroe immediately contacted several mem­
bers of his church who were stationed at Eglin, 
including Col. Asa Hamrick, deputy base com­
mander. What has resulted may be the most exten- 
sive volunteer organization used by any of the 
camps.

"Both boards were 
unbelievable in 
their response and 
trust; everyone 
assured me of 
fullest backing"

t Camp Pendleton, the huge Marine 
base located about half way 
between Los Angeles and San 
Diego, the situation developed 
differently. Because the sprawl­
ing base is isol^J from large 
-concentrations of Southern Bap­
tists, the burden of directing

Southern Baptists'operations fell to James Roam­
er, pastor-director of Coronado Baptist Center 
near San Diego, 60 miles south.

Roamer was selling light bulbs for the Lions 
Club on Saturday, May 3, when Ralph Longshore 

lim Roamer, CSM missionary from Sun Diego. answers questions following a class at Camp Pendleton.

and Bob Williams of the California Ba. st Con 
vention called Roamer's wife to let him ow tfei 
Hearne and Oliver would be there to - cussin. 
volvement with the refugees.

With Longshore, state director of mi- ,>ns, anj 
Williams, California CSM director, G .er anj 
Hearne had gone to Pendleton. Despite me con­
fusion not evident at the other bases, iey 
gotten permission to work on the base

Roamer, a home missionary under difornu 
and HMB appointment, was designated i imple- 
ment the programs Southern Baptists vere as­
signed. '

By the first'week in May, less than s , en days 
after the downfall of Saigon, Souther Baptists 
were, therefore, beginning programs <-■ ministry 
for the 20,000 refugees scheduled for P. ndleton’s 
tent city; the 25,000 refugees heading for Fort 
Chaffee; and the 5,000 assigned to Eglii

They were not alone, of course; numerous other 
volunteer and service agencies were moving into 
the picture. But—partly,’no doubt, because twoof 
the camps are in Southern Baptist "territory 
it was not long before it was clear that Baptists 
had an extremely high representation among the 
volunteers working in the camps.

"I don't know how many volunteers are work­
ing at Eglin," admits James Monroe, "but I know 
that more than 100 of them are from our church 
alone—and I know a lot more of them are from 
other Baptist churches around here—Ocean City 
ancrFirst, Niceville, for example.

"In fact, we've kind of gotten the credit for 
making things go," Monroe adds. "I've had a lot 
of yjeople from other denominations call me up 
and say, 'Why isn't my church involved?' and 'My 
church isn't involved; can I dp anything with 
you?' "

He look sheepish. "Of course," he confesses, 
don't we as many Baptists out there as we 

ught to I- e."
Adds W ne Eurich, director of missions for the 
f church in the San Diego Association, "We 
e. j qu response from about 10 of our 
lurches- our initial phone calls to provide 
jluhteers
I'm not articularly pleased with that, but I'm 

oidisapp ■ nted either."
Once th< -vord gets to all the churches and pas- 

jrs, Eurii feels, the number of volunteers will 
jubie or :: iple.
At Chat; e, John Campbell, the HMB mission- 

n from N w Orleans who shifted to Arkansas to 
elp set up volunteer operations, says the SBC-

Brooks. CSM missionary. discusses day-cure 
cyum with YMCA workers at Eglin.

ided programs in the refugee center use "ap- 
timmately 75 people a day," but "we need more 
dunteers."
Campbell has also been concerned that "what 
fve done has been a Baptist show so far, and 
ework I've done in the past has tended more to 
aperate with people of other denominations and 
ther kinds of secular agencies.
That's been a failure of Baptist efforts so far, 
ml think it'll improve as time goes by," he adds.

things have improved, much of the 
. credit has gone to the im- 

provised, make-shift teams that 
have headed up the Baptist vol- 
unteer efforts at the camps. 
Perhaps not coincidentally, the 
crew that has formed the lead-

” ership of the refugee effort 
'med pa ocularly qualified for the task: • True- 
toMoor. a former foreign missionary, now one 
•neHM directors, had immediate entree with 

Forei i and Home Mission boards. In addi- 
he is long-time resident of Fort Smith—and 

been born on the Fort Chaffee 
I driving, tireless worker, in the first

wks, Mi
re put in continuous 12-hour days, 
lonroe, at Fort Walton Beach for sev- 
is pastor of Riverside Baptist Church 
’ ing the influx of Cubans in the 1960s.

*hmes 
ywrs, i 
Miami d 
^as fa. iliar with refugee needs; he is also a 
#d°f *ke Pszyk, Jr., the Church World Ser- 
,reset: ment representative at Eglin, Mon- 

L । Ur‘ '■ too, has been working with interna- 
k 'any years~including many Vietnam- 

t*0 n. J trained at Eglin or rfiarried military 
5*atio. ed there.

• James Roamer, pastor-director of Coronado* 
Baptist Center, had been a laywer before becom­
ing an HMB missionary; he has answered many 
of the refugees' questions about legal matters. 
Friends also say Roamer is expert at organization, 
and Roamer himself admits he feels organizing 
volunteers his forte.

• The trio of foreign missionaries, who dropped 
everything to come to the camps to translate, wel­
come the people, and serve in. any and every way 
they could. Lassiter came to Pendleton even be­
fore getting FMB approval; Myers and Gayle 
moved to Eglin and Chaffee, respectively, within 
a few days of being requested to accept assign­
ments there.

• The HMB Christian social ministries mission­
aries who transferred from other assignments to 
temporary duty helping organize the programs. In 
addition to Roamer, who has prime responsibility 
at Pendleton, were John Campbell and Davis 
Smith at Chaffee, and Carolyn Brooks at Eglin.

Campbell, from New Orleans's Friendship Cen­
ter, and Smith, from Washington, D.C., worked 
from a few weeks to more than a month during 
the hectic early days of the volunteer work at 
Chaffee.

Brooks, a CSM missionary for the Pensacola, 
Fla., association, drives to Eglin once .or twice a 
week to check on volunteer needs and supplies of 
materials that churches outside Fort Walton 
Beach can provide. Like the other CSM people. 
Brooks has been more interested in plugging Bap­
tist volunteers into existing programs than start-

contmuoa

lolin Campbell. CSM missionary from New Orlean-. 
plays with refugee \hild al Chaffee.



Children are everywhere. Their endless hours ot zaiting 
go faster by means of recreational activities. Hei at EgliJ 
refugees are housed in tents with plywood floor I
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ing new programs that would carry the Baptist 
name but duplicate things already happening.

• Other FMB missionaries, especially at Chaffee, 
included Olive Allen, a retired day-care and kin­
dergarten specialist who’d served in Asia; and 
former Journeymen to Vietnam, Doug Kellum, 
Doug Vandevener, Phyllis Tyler and Linda Pe­
gram, all worked in the Baptist-run education cen­
ter at the post.

• Wayne Eurich, director of missions for San 
Diego Association, and Court Shepard, HMB lan­
guage missionary, worked together to enlist spon­
sors for the Vietnamese at Pendleton.

In addition, Shepard, who works with interna­
tionals, brought a Laubach-method trained group 
of English teachers to Pendleton during the early, 
chaotic shaking-out period. After Shepard’s crew 
had taught English several days, the volunteer 
English program was scuttled by the camp offi­
cials, and replaced by one using English-speaking 
Vietnamese assisted by Americans. Shepard's vol­
unteers then plugged into that program.

his was the nucleus that began to 
gather the volunteers for the "awe­
some"—as one worker put it—pro­
gram that Oliver, Hearne and Ham­
rick had outlined to the State De­
partment. As it turned out, the vol­
unteers came in spurts and trickles. 
At times, there were too many vol­

unteers; too often, there were too few. On one 
ocassion, several dozen volunteers turned up at 
Chaffee, only to have the military turn them away 
because they didn't have the "proper credentials," 
although the credentials they had had been ap­
proved the day before.

On another occasion. Roamer had gotten ap­
proval to hold an orientation class in a certain 
area; volunteers drove the 60 miles to Pendleton 
to find their area being used. Two hours later, 
they were given permission to hold the class on a 
tennis court—and when the Vietnamese began to 
arrive, they were disappointed they weren't going 
to be given tennis lessons. The interpreter who 
had announced the location change had given the 
Vietnamese the wrong impression.

Yet, even with the usual snafus and confusion, 
what the Baptist volunteers found at each of the 
three camps was similar, in living styles and or­
ganization; and similar, too, have been the pro­
grams being conducted by those Baptist volun­
teers.

But each camp has its unique aspects, and not 
just because each is operated by a different branch 
of the service: the Marines at Pendleton, the Army 
at Chaffee, the Air Force at Eglin.

At Pendleton and Eglin, the refugees are 
housed in tent cities. The massiveness of the Pen­
dleton tent city, housing almost 20,000 people, 
indicates the logistics the Marines had to conquer 
to get everything ready for the refugees: 20 miles 
of electrical distribution lines laid; 200 telephone 
poles erected; 35,000 plus feet of water mains 
and feeder lines laid; three sewage plants-put in 
operation and 14 shower huts built.

Eglin, with its much smaller population, had 
fewer installation problems; the tents in its tent 
____ :_______ _____________________________continued

Becky Lake, Baptist volunteer, leaches orientation class 
al Pendleton. Baptists sponsor classes daily.



is an English class that 
at Fort Chaffee.



The endless hours 
of waiting go 
faster when 
Frisbees sail and 
players dodge 
among the ‘johns’

city have plywood floors and plywood walls about 
three feet high. On hot afternoons, the tents' can- 

■ vas walls are rolled up, allowing air to circulate
inside the 12-14 person tents.

At Pendleton, 16-20 refugees live in a tent, set 
row-upon-row in seven "instant" cities. Often two 
or more families are thrown together. In a re- 
St of the base, the tents sit on bare ground

'ith straw to cover the mud when it rains 
down the dust when it doesn't.

or "johns" are every few feet; outdoor 
jeets pop up every so often, too; women 
ir hair—and both men and women wash 

their feet—at these faucets.
Children are everywhere. Along the hillsides, 

they ride makeshift sleds of cardboard in daring 
slides, laughing and hollering. Hoola hoops and 
Frisbees, distributed by the YMCA, which directs 
recreational activities, are also popular. The end­
less hours of waiting go faster when Frisbees are 
sailing between the tents and their passers are 
making diving catches between the portable 
"johns."

As on the other bases, a soccer game is almost 
continuously in progress—and volleyball games 
are going on in several areas.

At Chaffee, the housing is more permanent. 
The World War. Il-vintage Army post is a summer 
training camp for National Guard and Army re­
servists; its 35-year-old wooden barracks and 
paved streets are luxurious con^cared to the 
sparseness of Eglin and PendletomT-'or that rea­
son, perhaps, Chaffee is expected to be used as 
a resettlement center for more than two years—or 
as long as there are refugees to resettle.

As more and more refugees obtain sponsors 
and the population in each camp decreases, the 
remaining refugees will be moved to Chaffee and 
operations closed at Pendleton and Eglin. Already, 
rumors at Eglin forecast a late-summer closing, 
but Air Force officials indicate privately that "we 
really hope to shut down operations before winter, 
because it would be really cold on these folks if 
they had to stay here longer than that."

f the camps do continue as long as some 
people speculate, it may tax the staying- 
power of many volunteers. But it isn't likely 
the need for volunteers will cease. Baptists 
in all three camps have been given primary 
responsibility for orientation of the refu­
gees, either toward American life, toward 
the English language or toward a combina­

tion of both.
Classes, usually one to two hours long, are held 

morningsand afternoons, five or six days a week. 
Most have been jammed.

Aside from the games and the education pro­
grams, admits one Baptist leader, the people have 
little to do. "It would be surprising," he adds, "if 
we couldn't draw a crowd." 

"Boredom is the biggest enemy," says Jim 
Roamer of the Pendleton operation. Even stand­
ing in line up to two hours for a meal isn't so bad, 
Roamer jokes, when there is nothing to do. "At 
least that's something to keep the people oc­
cupied."

But John Campbell at Chaffee also points out 
how eager these people are to learn. They've 

been very responsive, and we've had no discipline 
problems at all.

*s in om
schools, how much they could learn,' 
reports.

"The Vietnamese have impressed me » oretlm 
anything with their willingness and en’ 
says another observer.
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needs described by representatives of the refu­
gees. Each of the camps has its own Vietnamese

Bn;' .f volunteers lead class in orientation to American lite, as refugees listen tright. center!. Left. Peter Kung, 
; tor. talks with Vietnamese group. Bottom, right. Olive Allen /retired foreign missionary) and Mary Schmitz 

iitlnif v oardess) volunteer at Chaffee in program of day-care directed by Southern Baptists.

"Many of our teachers, who've taugh ,n pub| 
schools, say if we could get a class like

Baptist involve­
ment isn't just 
pulling political 
chestnuts out of 
the fire

n the State Department-pressur- 1 rush to 
get the program going, Bapi ts haw 
pushed quantity instead of qu uty—an<j 
numbers have come. Chaffee repi ts 19,000 
refugees signed enrollment card- perhaps 
15,000 attend the classes each da\ At Pen­
dleton, up to 200 Vietnamese attend each 
"Americanization" lecture; many stay after 

the formal class breaks up, to ask additional ques­
tions. Eglin's teachers of English, th.- primary 
function of Baptist volunteers there, indicate their 
tents overflow with students for each class. ’ 

There is also evidence that the quality is slowly 
coming into the classes, too.

At Chaffee, for example, English classes are 
divided into age groups, from grade school to 
senior citizens. Kids, sitting on the red linoleum 
floors, recite "1 want the book, may I have the I 
book?" in a unison that reverberates off the old 
green walls and echoes outside.

The same ringing response comes from adults 
in the classes held in the afternoon. '

Ir^orporated into the English lessons are facts 
about American life, from how to shop at a super­
market to the denominations of U.S. coins. "We 
deal with questions of very practical nature,"says 
the HMB's Campbell. "Basic things they need to 
know to be able to survive and get along here] 
irt the U.S."

In fact, the original proposal by Hearne andl 
Oliver was for simple, basic—and quick—indodri! 
nation into U.S. life: brief history, climate, terrain! 
location of states and life-settings of American] 
people; people and customs of U.S.; government,] 
family life and basic English. |

As each camp has implemented its own version] 
of the original plan, differences have developed] 
in emphasis and coverage. 9

At Pendleton, for example, English is taught] 
by another volunteer agency, so that is not ini 
eluded in Southern Baptists' orientation classes] 

At Eglin and Chaffee, on the other hand, English] 
language instruction has become the staple ingrel 
dient of the program, and the other fact - of Amer] 
icanization are worked into English trai ling.

At all camps, Vietnamese volunteers are used 
But at Eglin, the English classes have no Vietnam­
ese spoken. "They've got to learn to g> by with 
English," says an Air Force sergeant w o coordt 
nates the English classes.

The volunteers plug into the progr. i when­
ever and however they're needed; thin h other’ 
have been in on the educational progr. vs of th‘ 
camps, from the start all have been bas ally Bap 
tist-operated.

As many as 100 volunteers a day .irticipa« 
in the programs; some give offly one day per wee* 
while others give several days, and sc-rne con« 
regularly, five days per week. Many h.we pro"’ 
ised to come as long as there are refug’ es •’* 
camps.

Glenda Kraus, a member of Grand Ai < nue Bap

i'9‘ ch in Fort Smith says. "1 feel like this is has a master's degree in early childhood educa- 
,(h ’" 7P°;‘u"l,y -she “>, ** couple lion; "I feel Cod ha, prepared me for just this sort 
wk u lldrfn ln ber basic English class- of ministry" she says of her work in teaching Eng- 
■ ‘’n brought to our doorstep. I can't imag- lish to a horde of Vietnamese children.

Her , “eking in it. At Chaffee, the program was designed to fit the
ler I oonsp waQ vmrpd hv mnef nF fko otkor —J- J____: _ J i °Her । ponse was voiced by most of the other 

loluntt rs at all three centers.
lame {arris, a minister of music at First Bap- 

‘st- La- ca, Ark., his wife Sandy and her mother, 
' rs- U Johnson, a Presbyterian, all are involved 

lead ig children.
Ann‘ 4eazle, a member of the Lavaca church, 

government, more or less elected by the people, 
and headed by a Vietnamese "mayor." At Chaffee, 
representatives of the mayor's office sat in on the 
planning of the education program and continue 
to provide interpreters, in the classrooms.

continued
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Ruth Bruun, a member of First Bnptisi Church of Fori 
Walton Brach, serves ns a tent monitor for Eglin refugees.

S
outhern Baptists need to know 

that what we are doing here is not 
'religious,'"says Trueman Moore, 
reflecting on the program at Chaf­
fee. "But it is lames' pure reli­
gion—'to take cdS»of the widows 
and orphans in their suffering...'" 
"Religious" or not, the education 
classes are often Christian-flavored. Many illustra­
tions are from scripture passages or Bible stories, 

and it isn't unusual to hear the children singing 
"Jesus Loves Me."

Religious services are part of the life of each 
camp: Buddhist, Catholic and Protestant are held.

At Chaffee, Jim Gayle leads prayer meetings 
every morning at 7 a.m. and then again in the 
evening, as well as regular worship services. He 
has also organized visitation teams of Vietnamese 
Christians to visit every incoming refugee who 
lists a Protestant preference on his processing 
forms.

At Eglin, Lewis Myers preaches on a rotating 
basis with other Protestant ministers in the camp.

Many of the Vietnamese are making professions 
of faith, Gayle reports. At one typical evangelistic 
service attended by 130 persons, 30 of them made 
decisions. "Of course, some were just seeking 
help," Gayle says, "and .we will deal with them 
and give them assistance through follow-up 
teams."

\ ut others, possibly impressed with
■ ^^B the concern shown them by 

Christians, are inquiring a- 
bout their religion and are re- 
sponding when they hear a- 
bout Christ. Gayle says one 
man came to him and said that 
coming to America had sepa­

rated him from his father's influence and he was 
now free to choose his own religion. He wanted to 
know more about Christianity.

At Pendleton, Court Shepard, the HMB lan­
guage missionary who has been working in reset­
tlement efforts, says he has met many Vietnam-

ese who tell him, "I have no religion r w, | a 
willing to learn about yours. I can choos my Ou 
religion in America because I am free h e." "

The operation at Eglin is even better uited to 
witnessing—which can, at times, get oti nf hanj

Volunteers at Eglin, in addition to lea ng EnE. 
lish classes and working in other project such« 
clothing distribution—serve as "tent i >nitors" 
They meet the planeloads of refugees , J. escort 
them to their assigned tents.

The monitors then help orient the ?ople to 
camp life, getting them bedding, takinj them to 
meals, helping them get medical att ition, tf 
needed.

For the next several days—or weeks- heysUy 
with the family, relating to them on a d. ily basis, 
seeking to help meet their immediate meds.

The closeness that often develops b. tween a 
newly arrived family and its sponsor has led tq 
many witnessing opportunities.

"We encourage our people to volunteer tb bt 
tent monitors," says . Monroe of First Baptist 
"because it places them in a good position to wit­
ness. They can take tracts, Bibles and other ma­
terials into the tents. The only barrier they have is 
language."

One man, Monroe says, was impressed with the 
concern shown by a tent monitor. He asked the 
monitor, Ruth Bryan, about her religion.

Mrs. Bryan said she was Baptist, which drew 
no response. But when she said Protestapt, the 
T»n understood. The man said, "1 want to be one.l 
too. How do I join?"

Because she didn't think the man could under­
stand her English explanation, Mrs. Bryan gave 
hte name to Lewis Myers, who is following up I

At every service at his church, Monroe asks for 
volunteers for the camp and lists the needs, from 
sewing kits to small-size clothes to hats.

Though right at home in the Florida sun, the 
Vietnamese men do not like to expose themselve* 
to the sunshine for long periods, and much of 
their time is spent outdoors, often waiting in lines 
for medicine or at the mess hall.

Monroe recalls giving hats to a Vietnamese Bap­
tist lay pastor and his wife; the man's response 
"couldn't have been more grateful if I had given 
him a Cadillac," Monroe says.

Monroe says early appeals for clothing for the 
refugees and for volunteers to work at the camp 
received "tremendous responses." He estimates 
that more than 100 of his church members have 
been involved in some phases of the eH rt.

However, Monroe says, Rosalie Ru ting, the 
associational Woman's Missionary Unior director, 
has been the prime mover in getting w( kersanu 
coordinating them with the voluntfv efforts 
needed in such areas as clothing di - ribution 
Churches are assigned days on which t ir mem­
bers are to staff the three tents where i »thes are 
given away.

Associational WMU groups from, oss the 
state have also sent sewing machines fo he refu­
gees to use in altering clothes that ai too big

Monroe gives the credit for his cl 
sponse to its being "vet^T mission-m ded. In 
recent years, he says, the church has de a lot1’ 
"soul-searching" about being involved n sociJ 
ministries as well as evangelism. The -suit, h‘ 
believes, is an increased willingness to rigage11' 
the refugee ministry. c0"'

WebCOMS TO LUS. ?

Not everyone was eager to 
see the Vietnamese come to 
the. United States. None 'of 
the opposition was organized, 
but in many instances it was 
vocal -at least in the areas of 
the resettlement camps.

The depressed economy 
apparently prompted a lot of 
the opposition from people 
who saw the refugees as 
wage-earners competing for 
scarce jobs. But Wayne Eu- 
rich, director of missions in 
San Diego Association, said 
he stifled that kind of criti­
cism with the simple observ­
ation that there are always 
jobs available that no one 
else will take—and the Viet­
namese have indicated they 
will do anything to support 
their families.

Most of the verbal attacks 
on the refugee program were 
the obvious carry-over of the 
ill feeling toward the Viet­
namese war.

Home Mission Board Di­
rector Arthur B. Rutledge 
said he was asked if Southern , 
Baptists'involvement in help- 7 
ing the refugees wasn't mere­
ly "pulling someone's polit­
ical chestnuts out of the fire." 
He answered that the refu­
gees ire here and in need of 
mini; try, regardless of the 
situa ion that brought them 
to th: United States, and the 
Hom Mission Board is in 
the b siness of ministering to 
peop in need.

In ort Smith, Ark., East­
side i iptist Church pastor W. 
Tru< ian Moore, named co- 
ordii tor of the refugee pro- 

at Fort Chaffee, at- 
pnj ed to erect signs around 
’be omtnunity welcoming 
the efugees. But several 
sign were taken down be- 
caus of opposition and ac- 
cordi :g to one source, in one 
chur. m a man got up and

walked out, protesting an ap­
peal for volunteers to go to 
Fort Chaffee.

T
he cashier at a 

restaurant in 
down - town 
Fort Smith, 
commenting on 
the report that 
some Vietnam­
ese wanted to 
return to their country, said, 
"I tell you o/ie thing, I 

wouldn't have to think twice 
about shipping them back. 
We don't owe them nothing. 
And that's how 95 percent of 
the people in Fort Smith feel 
about it." She said she was 
sick of the thought of trying 
to help the refugees when 
they were "cashing in all that 
gold."

A cashier at a motel echoed 
the same sentiments, saying 
she was tired of hearing 
about "all the maids they had 
back home (in Vietnam) and 
how good it was there.as com­
pared to being in America." 
She estimated 75 percent of 
Fort Smithians opposed the 
refugees.

But the First Baptist Church 
of Bartling near Fort Chaffee 
had its own sign greeting the 
refugees.

"I told my wife when I 
heard they'd be coming that 
it would mean I’d be break­
ing my back out here," said 
a man at an airline ticket 
counter at the Eort Smith air­
port. "But she shut me up 
when she said, 'It sure is hard, 
this business of saving lives, 
isn't it?' "

A middle-aged cab driver 
said most of his passengers 
made comments about the 
refugees—some against the 
resettlement program, some 
for it. r

"And, of course, there's

those Christian people," he 
added. "You know their be­
liefs—they want to do some­
thing for them."

In an afterthought, he 
added, "Frankly, I think they 
might make pretty good citi­
zens—maybe better than a lot 
we've got now."

Jim Parker, a Baptist who's 
sponsoring a refugee family 
at Eglin, agrees.

Parker, who was negative 
about helping the Vietnam­
ese refugees until he went to 
the camp—"when you meet 
these people one-to-one, you 
have to have compassion for 
them," he says—has been de­
lighted with the work' and 
attitude of Kim Kwang Min. 
Although they communicate 
mostly by sign language, 
since Kim speaks little Eng­
lish, Parker has found Kim's 
industriousness around Par­
ker's mobile home park 
"gratifying. He's my right 
hand man now, and learning 
more every day," says Park­
er. "These people want to 
work, want to earn their own 
wayT

Reports from Fort Walton 
Beach indicated that many 
others shared Parker's initial 
reaction against Eglin AFB 
being designated as one of 
the resettlement camps.

But most opposition faded 
after a couple of weeks, ac­
cording to James Monroe, 
pastor of First Baptist Church.

"All I hear from the people 
around here is 'How can I 
help?' " he says. "I think a 
lot of people who were a- 
gainst having the refugees 
here based their opposition 
on some misinformation. 
They thought 5,000 refugees 
would just be dumped on the 
community, and that hasn't 
happened. Now they have 
learned a positive attitude." •

“Of course, we 
don’t have as 
many Baptists out 
there as we ought”
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iiPONSORS
Many want to stay 
on the West Coast 
where Asians 
already are 
concentrated

Davis Smith, home missionary on special assignment at FoVt Chaffee in Arkansas, looks on as Elizabeth Taylor < 
Arkansas Dairy Council lends a nutrition class for Vietnamese women.

Thewoi i is the same from all three Vietnam­
ese refugee resettlement camps—at Camp Pen­
dleton, f ort Chaffee and Eglin Air Force Base: 

-'We need sponsors." '
Sponsors, as far as Southern Baptists are 

concerned—or anyone else, for that matter- 
are individuals, churches or associations who 
will accept the moral obligation to assist Viet­
namese families.

Thafobliga'tion includes friendship and coun­
sel, food, clothing, shelter for a reasonable 
length of time and assistance in getting a job. 

"We need sponsors badly," says Lewis My^rs, 
the foreign missionary working to assist Church 
World Service in resettling refugees at Eglin 
Air Force Base.

"We need good, legitimate, sound sponsors 
who really want to be a link between where 
the refugee is now and where he can be, spon­
sors who have no selfish or ulterior motives."

with the prospect of having them stay tempo­
rarily in our home or next door and be sort of 
responsible for integrating them into our so­
ciety, and we can't handle it. Our terminology 
has backfired on us. These people are not 
Christians, but they're not the sort of heathen­
pagans that we think all non-Christians are in 
the world."

Jim Lassiter at Camp Pendleton echoes 
Myers' sentiments.

“We have more requests for Vietnamese 
Baptists than we have to send," Lassiter com­
ments. "We hope that some of these after a 
while will go ahead and take a family that is 
not Christian and help its members grow up 
in a Christian atmosphere.

"This is really the most important thing that 
can be done right now—fora church or a family 
to agree to sponsor a non-Christian Vietnam­
ese farnffy."

“This is really the 
most important 
thing that can be 
done now; for a 
church or family 
to sponsor a 
family of non- 
christians”
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"Our people are thrilled and excited about it," 
Monroe says. "I spend a lot of time on the phone 
just listening to them tell me about what they've 
been doing at the camp."

ewis Myers has also spent a lot of time 
listening, but he's been tuned into 
the Vietnamese. Myers got to Eg- 

W lin after only a few planes had
W unloaded refugees. Since then he's 
f met almost every plane—and al-

most every newly arrived Viet- 
namese. That initial contact with 

the people has been invaluable. They had all sorts 
• of fears and doubts," says Myers. "Some of them 

felt the planes were going to land back in Saigon. 
And then all of a sudden they'd get off the plane 
and among the first Americans they'd see, would 
be one who could talk to them and to whom they 
could express themselves in their own language.

"Immediately they felt like somebody who's 
been with them in Vietnam long enough to learn 
their language and customs, can understand them;

and they realize they're not going to be just 
thrown out here, but that there are people who 
are concerned about them."

Many of the Vietnamese, remembering Myers 
from those first moments off the plane, eekhim 
out at his post at the Church World Ser tee tent 
He admits the time consumed with their problems 
"bogs him down" in his other work of esettling 
refugees, "but I'm not too concerned abi ut that, 
he says. "We can do that—helping match ponsors 
and families—at night or sometime."

One man who had been Myers' nt hbor m 
Danang for four years—and whom Myer was sur­
prised to run into while greeting rvewcon rs—tow 
Myers that he would never know hov much j 
meant to the Vietnamese—himself ini ded-*® 
have someone to talk to whom he thou, t would 
understand.

Being able to communicate with so- eone in 
"authority" at such a time, he told M ers, had 
put to rest many of his apprehensions.

Myers makes regular trips through ri’ 
and it isn't unusual for someone to que ion him

Already several associations, including the Southern Baptists are working with Church 
130-church Birmingham (Ala.) Baptist Asso- World Service (CWS) in the resettlement effort, 
nation, have indicated they are encouraging matching sponsors with Vietnamese families' 
their churches to sponsor families. CWS is one of eight agencies through which

With approval of the associational missions the federal government works to resettle refu- 
committee, Jack Washington, the association's gees and the Home Mission Board has worked 
Christian social ministries director, and Art with CWS in previous efforts with Hungarians, 
Rice, a real estate agent and member of the Cubans and Ugandans.
committee, visited Eglin to gather data for a Church World Service has agreed to help 
prayer breakfast and Vietnamese Refugee Sun- resettle some 10,000 of the 110,000 Vietnam- 
lay in the association. ese. Southern Baptists, through the Home Mis­

sion Board's Immigration and Refugee Service, 
were asked to find sponsors for 400 families— 
about 2,500 of the 10,000 persons.

Irvin Dawson, associate director of the

Washington hopes Birmingham churches will 
ponsor at least 50 families. '-'We figure it will 
>st about $1,000 to settle a family of fi,ve, and 
x>ut $c00 a month to tide them over until

Jey,can slar* eayning their own way," says HMB's Department of Language Missions, 
whington. "We've got plenty of churches heads Southern Baptist's Immigration and Ref- 
Mt.can afford that. And the smaller ones ugee Service. Inquiries about sponsorship 

should be sent to Dawson at the Home Mission 
Board or to the state missions director in a pro­
spective sponsor's state or convention.

Persons making inquiries about sponsorship 
are sent materials detailing what will be re­
quired and the steps to be followed.

If the inquirer makes a commitment to be a

ouldgr. up together and still sponsor a family. 

Wash: kjton says he doesn't care what reli- 
ion—if ny—families are, but Myers adds that 
uny B. tists have expressed a desire to spon- 
orViet imese Baptist families.

■ et relatively few of the 110,000 
Ly refugees—only a couple hundred 
I. ' at most—are believed to have any 

Baptist ties, and most of them al-

Ve’ve
Kans

ready had sponsors before arriv­
ing in the States. "I'm afraid we 
have become victims of our own 
terminology here," Myers says, 

en calling Buddhists heathens and

sponsor Church World Service will provide a 
dossier on the family to be sponsored. Travel 
between the resettlement camps and the spon­
sor's home will be paid by the government.

The need for sponsors will continue as long 
as refugees are in the camps, and many are 
expected to be there as long as two years, a- 
waiting someone's help in finding their way in 

. , - --------- ,------ • ........ ........... America, says a Church World Service spokes-
i these years and now we're faced Tnan. •
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Mike Myers. second from left. son of missionary Lewis Myers, translates tor Mike Pszyk. left, Church World Service 
representative in'charge of arranging sponsorship for refugee families. .Mike grew up in Vietnam.

we WANT TO BE

about one of the rumors floating around Eglin.
One woman told Myers she w^afraid she was 

not going to find a sponsor in time; she had heard 
the camp was closing in three days, and everyone 
without a sponsor would "be put out on the street.

Another group deplaned thinking they were 
going to prison—and while the camps are confin­
ing, they are far from prison-like. Myers soon 
found the interpreter, at their boarding, had put 
such a strict translation to the announcement that 
they would be "confined" that they believed they 
were coming to prison. Myers put the fears to rest.

The Vietnamese, Myers adds, have generally 
been impressed with their reception. Many had 
heard the Americans resented them coming and, 
consequently, were afraid of what they might find. 
But they have been surprised often, at Eglin at 
least, by groups cheering them—and on several 
occasions, teenagers from a local high school 
passed out flowers to each new arrival.

"The Vietnamese just had no idea that careful 
consideration for sponsorship would take place," 
says Myers. "They had an idea they'd be told 
where to go and with whom to stay and what to do 
when they got there.

"They've been gratified to discover that Ameri­
cans are concerned about their future," he con­
cludes.

T
hat future is, of course, uncertain. 
Many of the Vietnamese who came 
to the United States in the first rush 
are highly skilled professionals with 
good educations and some com­
mand of English. With minimum 
adapting, they probably will fit 
smoothly into American society. 
Many, in tact, are American-educated and/or 
have visited the U.S. Others, with lesser skills, are 

part of the second wave coming slowly from 
Guam, Wake Island and the Philippines. Experts

believe they will have more trouble being assimi­
lated into the culture, especially if the depressed 
economy continues to make it difficult to find 
work.

Myers says the Vietnamese feel they would be 
better off to settle together in large numbers, af­
ter the pattern set by the Cuban refugees who 

fhave congregated in the "Little Havana" section 
of Miami. His observations are borne out by news 
reports that as many as 1,200 Vietnamese at Eglm 
have already been cleared and assigned sponsor- 
but are afraid to leave the "known" world of the 
camp for the unknown of American society.

"If there were large numbers of them together, 
they could get along better, or at least that's how 
Qiey feel," says Myers. "Long range, I don't know 
what that will mean. But the thought of bem. 
off by themselves with all those hard adjustments 
may Be an initial pain that would be better to fact 
now than later."

But Myers believes many of them will cluster 
in some common area, and Jim-Roamer ’he HMl 
missionary working at Pendleton, says many ot 
the ones he's talked to would like to st .y on the 
West Coast, which already has a large . oncentra 
tion of Asians. i

Oscar Romo, director of the Departnn ’t of Lan 
guage Missions of the Home Mission Bo rd, antic 
ipates that there will be communities of Vietnam 
ese and has begun seeking persons to r mister t< 
them. California Baptists report Vietn. .nese Ian 
guage worship services have already be n slaric 
by an SBC church in Los Angeles. * ;

Among the 50,000 Vietnamese in the S ni» 
FMB missionaries have already spott< at lea* 
four Baptist preachers, twqjof whom h.; 1 alread’ 
expressed an interest in witnessing to heir 
people in the States.

So the doors of ministry by Americ is »c* tn 
Vietnamese of Southeast Asia have n sed. 
they are opening wide in America. •

Like Baptist pastor Do Van [Jung, above, many Vietnamese Christians 
left their country to seek a free life and the chance to worship God as 
they choose • by George Sheridan and Jim Newton
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T
ran Minh Hai was scared. 

Tired, dirty, hungry—and 
bloody—he lay beside the 
mountain road, wondering 
if his life was ending, if 
he'd ever see his wife and 
children again. Moments 
before, in the inky dark- 
. ness, he had been accidentally shot in the 
head by one of his own soldiers who'd 

tripped over him. But Hai summoned his 
courage. With the help of friends, he 
found his wound was messy, but super­
ficial; he wrapped bandages around his 
head and prepared, with the others, to 
continue his flight from Danang to Sai­
gon —and to safety from the advancing 
Communist troops—as soon as dawn 
came.

Several days before, anticipating the 
fall of Danang, Hai had sent hie wife and 
children to Saigon. Yesterday, with its 
capture imminent, Hai's Air Force unit 
had been ordered to retreat.

Jn haste and in disorder, the unit drifted 
along the road, hiding at night and dodg­
ing Communist troops by day. They trav­
eled by foot, fishing boat and finally by 
airplane

And yet, when Hai reached Saigon, he 
found his journey had only begun. With 
the help of Southern Baptist missionaries, 
Hai and his family managed to escape 
Vietnam before the Communists gained 
Saigon. They went by fishing boat to Su­
bic Bay in the Philippines; then by plane 
to Guam and later to Eglin AFB.

Sitting in his tent in the stifling humid­
ity of Eglin's refugee resettlement city, 
Tran Minh Hai smiles.

"1 ha’d no choice but to leave my coun­
try,'' he says in slightly unsure, but good 
English; "I had committed five sins 
against the Communists. I and my family 
would be killed if 1 stay."

The "five sins" which marked him for 
death at the Communists' command, the 
28-year-old Hai says, were:

First, he had been a refugee from North 
Vietnam, coming to the South in 1954 
when the Communists took over in the 
north.

Second, he had been an officer in the 
Vietnamese Air Force.

Third, he had lived in the United States, 
studying electronics at Biloxi, Miss., as 
part of his Air Force training.

Fourth, he was a Christian, having

been converted in a Baptist church whii
living in Biloxi.

, Fifth, he was a lay preacher and 
pastored the Love Baptist Church in
nang.

_ Not many of those who left

had
Dj

Vietnan
have committed all of Hai's sin- but pet
haps all of them have committed at lea: 
one of them: and that is enough they be 
iieve, to mark them for death ! or their 
the threat of a bloodbath sim> r to th 
one that occurred when the C< imunisl 
captured North Vietnam is ve: real.T 
a'person, they feared for their ives.

Whether their anxiety was • itifiedi 
an unanswered question. The redictei 
reprisals did not occur in e ear‘ 
months after South Vietnam ‘all. Bu 
foreign missionary Lewis M rs, w*1 
spent 15 years in South Vietnai and wb 
had been working with the r igees a 
Eglin AFB, feels the fears that ■ used t» 
refugees to flee are justified.

"They would be marked pe. W 
ers says. "Most of the ones wb ’re her 
(in the U.S.) were either milita. Person 
nel or had some contact with nerican 
which they thought would pv then”' 
jeopardy."

homeland was a simple statement: "We 
want to live free."

Most gave up everything they had for 
that freedom.

Jim Lassiter, foreign missionary now 
stationed at Camp Pendleton, said he 
knew of one family that placed priority 
numbers on each of its 25 members. The 
numbers determined who should go first 
as opportunity arose.

C
hristians, both Catho­

lic and Protestant, 
felt especially strongly 
the need to get out. 
Their faith was not 
compatible with the 
kind of government 
they would have to 
live under. Large numbers of Catholics 
moved from the North down into South 

Vietnam in 1954. Two Vietnamese pas­
tors, Do Huy Hy and Do Van Dung, both 
graduates of the Southern Baptist theo­
logical seminary in Saigon, fled because 
they feared for their lives and because 
they wanted to continue their ministries.

Dung, whose wife gave birth to their 
first child, a boy, late jn May while they 
were at Camp Pendleton, said he felt his 
ministry as he knfcw it would have come 
to an end had he stayed in Vietnam. He 
hopes now to become a missionary to 
Asian peoples in the United States. Hy, 
a Campus Crusade for Christ staff mem­
ber, said he hypes to become an evangel­
ist.

But the most ,common answer to the 
question of why the refugees fled their

s a result of the need for in-- 
1 tant decisions on
fl whether to leave,

many families were 
split, however, perhaps 
forever. But for others, 
miracles have oc- 
curred. One miracle 

involved Nguyen Tran Quoc, who had 
been studying at South Florida College. 
Quoc, a slender, wan young man, had 
been in this country five years preparing 
to teach civil engineering in his native 
land. He worked part-fime to support his 
wife and son in Vietnam.

Quoc's graduation and Vietnam's fall 
coincided. Celebration was incongruous 
with the fate of his wife and child uncer­
tain.

At the suggestion.of the campus min­
ister at South Florida, Quoc went to Eglin 
where he got in touch with Pastor James 
Monroe and Missionary Lewis Myers.

Together the student and the mission­
ary met every plane, Quoc helping Myers 
in the translating necessary for process­
ing incoming refugees.

But always, Quoc hoped for word of 
his family. Occasionally he saw a friend, 
but none had any information’ for him. 
After every arriving plane load had been 
processed, Quoc would return to his car 
and weep. On one occasion he admitted 
to Myers he was even considering suicide.

Finally one day Carl King, the Air 
Force refugee processing officer, brought 
Quoc word that his wife was safe on 
Guam and that it wouldn’t be long before 
she would bring their son to Eglin.

Quoc told King he had never been to 
church before but he was going every 
week from then on.

"You talk about the ninety and nine," 
King said. "We've seen it here."

The stories of Nguyen Tran Qm»r, Tran Minh 
Hai. Kim Kwang Min ami others arc small pieces 
in the contorted mosaic that results when luniilirs 
are uprooted. separated and Iratisplantai.

For Americans, imagining the pain and suffer­
ing that results from a government's downfall is 
difficult. But that agony can be seen and felt in 
the voices and experiences of its people.

On the following pages are six brief stories o/ 
Vietnamese refugees. The adventure of each is 
unique. but the commonality of struggle in these 
stories is significant of their hunger for freedom.



"I love my family 
and I miss them

rawing his U.S. army­
issuefield jacket tighter 
around his narrow 
shoulders, Nguyen 
Than Nga shivers as he 
talks about Vietnamese 
living conditions at

Pendleton where he and 20,000 other 
Vietnamese refugees live in six tent cities 
and two Quonset hut areas. "It's so cold 
here," he says in precise English. But the 
greatest problem, Nga admits, is the 
loneliness, the waiting. His deep brown 
eyes glisten with tears as he talks about 
his wife and three children who are still 
back in Vietnam, unable to get away with 
him. •

"I love them and miss them very much," 
he says. "We had a very happy family for 
seven years."

But Nga says he and the others in Tent 
City Five do not talk much about home. 
"It hurts the heart too much," he ex­
plains.

A former employee of the American 

embassy in Danang and Saigon, Nga now 
muses over what his fate would have 
been had he remained in Vietnam.

Nga was in Saigon when the Viet Cong 
cut off the roads to Tam ky City in the 
center of the country. He was unable to 
reach his family. Fearful for his own life, 
he left the country on an evacuation 
plane bound for the Philippines.

In the U.S., Nga is being sponsored by 
former Marine Chaplain Frank Jordan 
of San Diego under whose ministry Nga 
was converted five years before.

President Randall Lolley of Southeast­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., (for whom Nga once 
served as an interpreter near Tam Ky) is 
making arrangements for Nga to do cer­
tificate study at the seminary.

Nga then hopes to obtain degrees from 
Campbell College in Buie's Creek, N.C., 
and Southeastern. In North Carolina, 
Nga will be sponsored by Greenwood 
Forest Baptist Church in Cary.

Meanwhile, Nga has been helping mis­
sionaries and volunteers in their contacts 
with refugees at Camp Pendleton.

But on the long range, Nga's chief 
hope remains to be reunited with his 
family.

"I'm thankful to be 
alive. If I’d stayed, 
I'd be killed by now."

u Van Trunga 
Quoc Nghia, 
hadn't seen < 
since they sti. 
lish together i

1 1 Nguyen 
’oth in

1 h other 
i ied Eng. 
1 'der mis-

. . ............. j 'vyman
Doug Kellum . the Bap. 
tist Activities t enter m 

Danang. The two met again at . ort Chat- 
fee, both having fled with the r families 
before the approach of Communist forf 
es in their South Vietnamese homeland

Trung's departure was prompted bv 
the fact that his sister had worked for the 
U.S. consul general in Danang and the 
conviction that the family of a person 
with such American connections would 
be executed.

Trung, his brother, sister and mother 
left their village of Dhanh Binh and made 
an llth-hour exit from Saigon on April 
29.

Trung's father and other brothers and 
sisters were separated from the others in: 
Transit, but a reconciliation is planned! 
later.

Both Trung and Nghia have father: 
who were policemen in Vietnam. Nghia: 
father was transferred to Siagon abou 
six months before the fall.

On April 2‘L all 14 members of Nghia • 
family left Saigon on a merchant ship 
Nghia worked as a sailor .on the craft 
The ship left them at Subic Bay in the

Philipp*1 From there they were trans­
ited t Guam and finally to Fort Chaf­
fee.

Nghia iys that his family feared they 
l0U|d b k:"z/ 5/ C.........killed by the Communists if

they had stayed, because of his father's 
role as a >olice captain.

Trun> family is Catholic, and Nghia's 
family p -fesses no faith. Neither young 
man has ny definite plans for the future 
exceptT ung hopes that his entire family 
be reun: >d.

The two friends express sadness about 
the circumstances of the people Vvho re­
main in iheir homeland, but feel "happy 
we are in the U.S."

"We had no country/' Trung says. "We 
had lost our country."

We have no 
country-; we have 
lost our country.”

1 uong Dinh Trung, a cer- 
W 1 tified public accountant
■ B in Vietnam, was consid-
W M ered well-to-do in Saigon. 
W But he and his wife for- 

feited their possessions 
■FT to seek freedom in this 

country. They left Viet­
nam and came to the United States, they 
say, because "we wanted to be free, and 
we thought there would be no religious 
freedom under the Communists."

Vuong and his wife were charter mem­
bers of Peace Baptist Church in Saigon.

They became Christians as a result of 
English classes taught by Baptists in Sai­
gon.

The Vuongs were able to get out of 
Saigon with their pastor Do Van Dung, 
through the efforts of Walter Routh, an 
independent Baptist missionary.

Both Pastor Do and the Vuongs say 
their church chose the name "Peace" 
because they wanted so much to have 
peace in Vietnam. They agree that they 
have founcfa new kind of peace and free­
dom in the United States.

At Camp Pendleton, while they were 
awaiting security clearance, Mrs. Do has 
given birth-to a baby boy. Pastor Do 
named his son California Routh Do and 
plans to call him Cal.

"My son was literally born free in 
America," he says. The only cost for the

child’s U.S. citizenship was a $2.00 birth 
certificate.

The pastor feels the Communists 
would have imprisoned him if he had 
stayed in Vietnam. He hopes to be a pas­
tor and evangelist among the Vietnam­
ese here.

"We dpn't worry about the future," 
Vuong says. "We have faith in God, that's 
all... I always pray, and I don't know 
what God's plan for my life is, but I know 
this is part of God's plan.''.

Vuong expresses little regret at the loss 
of his fortune. I

"Physically we lost everytMng," he 
says. "All we carried out was one small 
suitcase of light-weight clothing. But 
spiritually we have everything, because 
we have faith in God and freedom to 
worship him in America."
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"We wanted to be free 
to worship God, 
so we couldn't

\ oang Trong Ngan and
\ his family barely man-

aged to escape from 
Vietnam on one of the 
last planes to leave Sai- 
gon, but he is convinced 

^^B \ that "the Viet Cong
\ would kill us if we 

stayed." Ngan told a harrowing tale of 
his escape from Danang to Saigon and 
from Saigon to Camp Pendleton. On the 
day Danang fell, Ngan had gone to Sai­
gon for a monthly meeting of Vietnamese 
Air Force commanding officers. On his 
return, his plane was unable to land be­
cause the Danang airport had been 
closed.

Ngan's wife was a clerk for Air Amer­
ica. Her supervisor was a We to fly her out 
of Danang with her two small sons from 
a remote airstrip.

Ngan, the son of an evangelical Chris­
tian pastor, could not get clearance to 
leave Vietnam because of his military 
status, but his wife was able, after an 
agonizing wait, to get clearance for her 
family through her American employ­

ment. Permission to leave came April 28.
An intense rocket attack hit Ton Son 

Nhut airport in Saigon at about 4 a.m. 
while Ngan and his family were waiting 
for a plane. All flights were canceled.

The rockets blasted the airport until 
about 7:30 a.m., but the military evacu­
ation was slow in getting started again. 
And tf)e line of Vietnamese waiting for 
planes was so long Ngan feared they 
would never make it out before the air­
port closed.

"Borrowing" a pickup truck which had 
the keys inside, Ngan drove his family 
to the Air America hangar at Ton Son 
Nhut, changed to civilian clothes and 
searched for his wife's boss.

Spotting him, they received instruc­
tions to board a small C-47 in the hangar. 
It was one of the last planes to leave be­
fore the evacuation ended.

At times, Ngan says, he is sad because 
he left his father and other loved ones in 
Vietnam, even though with their urging.

But he adds, "I'm just thankful to be 
alive. If I'd stayed in Vietnam, I'd be 
killed by now."

“All I can do is 
ask God to take 
care of my family.”

W
hen Nguyen TH 
Hanh dei ided tfl 
serve as summq 
missionary this yearl 
she had no i<H 
what she actuaH 
would end ip doing 
Hanh, a > phomofl 
at Southern Baptist College Walnut 
Ridge, Ark., is serving as a voh iteer ini 

terpreter and English teacher u>ngtM 
Vietnamese refugees at Fort ChafMI 
Ark. And when she arrived at : rt Charl 
fee, she found one of her sistei 'vhoh« 
managed to get out of Vietnam

She also got wprd that one of' rbrolM 
ers had escapeoon a boat and s »n M 
way to the United States.

But back at her home in Saig- n, the'l1 
has been no word from the nine otne1 
members of Hanh's family. J

"I just pray and hope that th- >• willq
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says. "All I can do is ask God

AUGUST 29

safe,"Ha -----------------
l0 take w e of them.

Hanh • me to the. United States two
years age * student and found faith in 
jesusCh' ‘ t while she was at Southern 
Baptist C ilege.

As it b- ame apparent from news re­
ports tha Vietnam was about to fall to 
the Com! unists, Hanh questioned why 
somethin, like that could have happened 
in her country. She confesses she had a 
bad attitude at first.

"But I eally prayed that God would 
givemeei' >ugh strength to face the prob­
lem," she recalls.

One of her first reactions was to try to 
help her family get out of Vietnam.

She contacted Jack Nicholas, president 
of Southern Baptist College, and asked 
for help. Nicholas flew to Atlanta and 
worked with U.S. Immigration and Nat­
uralization officials to try to get the fam­
ily out, buf to no avail. Only her sister 
and brother were able to leave.

Then it dawned on Hanh that she could 
perhaps do more good working as a sum­
mer missionary among her own people 
it Fort Chaffee than in North Carolina 
where she was scheduled to work.

Hanh has already gone through the 
experiences many of the refugees will 
lice.

She admits that she has had a hard 
readjusting to life in the United States. 
She was especially lonely, since she was 
he only Vietnamese at her school.
“I think I can help them (the refugees) 
mderstand American customs, because 
understand a little bit better now," she 
ays, between answering the phone rings 
t the cramped Baptist offices at Chaffee. 
She is convinced that the American 

oeple want to help the Vietnamese and 
hat the refugees will be "in good hands."

“I don’t knowrf 
we were righty but 
we had no choice.”

eventeen-year-old Le Thi 
Bong Lai weeps quietly 
and shyly as she tells of 
loneliness she experi­
ences as a refugee at 
Camp Pendleton. She is 
suffering from a bad 
case of homesickness.

She misses her mother and father and six 
tbrothers and sisters, including 1 twin sis­
ter. She fears for their lives for they are 
back in Hue, in the northern part of South 
Vietnam. She has second thoughts about 
whether she should have (eft Vietnam 
with her older sister, her brother-in-law 
and their four children.

Bong Lai, whose name translated from 
the Vietnamese means "heaven," is a 
Christian, an active Baptist at the church 
in Hue where SBC missionary Bob Davis 
served as pastor.

She became a Christian through the 
English classes being taught by John Par­
sons, a missionary journeyman in Hue.

When the Viet Cong invaded Hue and 
captured the city. Bong Lai and her fam­
ily escaped to Danang, where they stayed 
in the home of a Vietnamese Baptist pas­
tor. On Easter Sunday, after Bong Lai 
had played the piano at Hope Baptist 
Church iff Danang, the pastor of the 
church took her immediately to a ship 
and urged her to escape before the Viet 
Cong took the city.

For seven days. Bong Lai, alone and 
frightened, sailed on a tiny boat from Da­
nang to Saigon. She had no food, littfe 
water, during that entire period. "I was 
lucky to survive," she says, "for many 
people died on the boat."

In Saigon, she met her sister and broth­
er-in-law, Luu Trong Tuong, who worked 
for an American-related firm.

On May 23 following the advice of a 
co-worker, Luu decided to leave Vietnam 
for fear that his work with an American 
firm and his eight years in the Vietnam­
ese military might mark him for death. 
His employer gave him authorization and 
clearance to leave the country.

He returned to his home, picked up his 
family and Bong Lai, drove to Ton Son 
Nhut air base in Saigon, and left within a 
few hours.

When they parked their car outside the 
airport, Luu put a note on the windshield 
saying that the gas tank was full, and the 
keys were inside. "If you want to use the 
car, take it," the note said.

Although Bong Lai has had some sec­
ond thoughts about whether they should 
have left her mother and father in Da­
nang and Hue, her brother-in-law is con- 
vinced they did the right thing.

He admits that life at Camp Pendleton 
had been frustrating because of the con­
stant waiting and not knowing when they 
could leave, or where they would go.

"But getting tired of waiting is better 
than getting fear of dying," he says.

"I don't know if it is right to leave 
(Vietnam), or right to stay," he adds. "But 
we h$d no choice if we wanted to live." •
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In a 10.000-mile search for safety, 69 Vietnamese
A doughty Band of 69 Vietnamese orphans are recuperating 
from a stranger-than-fiction odyssey that carried them by 
microbus, foot, fishing boat and plane through military fire­
fights, bombings, hunger and storms on the open sea to a ha­
ven in central Texas.

Through it all, says Nguyen Xuan Ha, the diminutive, be­
spectacled director of the orphanage, he bad faith that "the 
Lord would see us through on our journey to freedom."

The incredible journey began in'early April, four weeks be­
fore the Communist curtain covered South Vietnam.

As Viet Cong troops conquered a city just north of Cam f 
Ranh, and the communist scythe began to cut a wider swath 
across northern Vietnam, staff and friends of the Cam Ranh' 
City Christian Orphanage had a hasty strategy meeting.

The orphanage had been started in 1967 by servicemen of ' 
the Protestant Chapel on the huge military air base at the 
coastal city of Cam Ranh.

Although Foreign Mission Board rules prohibit official spon­
sorship, Southern Baptists had been active at the orphanage 
from the beginnings. Jim Gayle, FMB missionary, pastored 
the orphans for four years and Gayle, in fact, recommended 
Ha as director.

Agraduate of the University of Saigon with a major in Eng­
lish, Ha was teaching school when-ne took the orphanage post. 
He had tutored Gayle—himself an orphan Raised at Buckner 
Baptist Boys Home in Texas—when Gayle was struggling to 
learn th>- Vietnamese language after arriving in Southeast 
Asia with his wife in 1965.

In 1973, when American military personnel pulled out of 
uetnan the orphanage turned for support to missionaries, 
walch; rches and some "friends" in the United States.

Ironic Uy, those connections—with the servicemen in the 
teginnL g and later with the American missionaries and 
churcht —became the impetus for the orphans' 10,000-mile 
journey Orphanage leaders felt if the Communists took con- 
,r°lof i im Ranh, all their lives were threatened.

The c cision, made April 2, was to move the orphanage to 
? ergi Jnd in the south. At the time, no one suspected the 
"Wh < the trip they were beginning.

evacuation was engineered by Nguyen Thi 
fl^w Than Xuan, Ha's younger sister and assistant 

■ director of the orphanage. Ha had moved to 
fl Saigon in 1974 to honor his teaching obligations, 
B and though he made frequent trips to the or- 
H. phanage, it was managed largely by Thaff Xuan. 
V'' Than Xuan, her jet pilot husband and their two 

children, the rest of the staff and the orphans—
Waif from 2-17 years old, victims of their country's 30- 

orphans find a new home • by Toby Drain 
year war—crowded into three micfobuses. With a pound of 
rice and a handful of clothes for each person, they headed for 
Phan Tiet, another coastal city about 300 kilometers south, 
from which they hoped to get boat passage to Saigon.

Ha, who joined them later, says the trip to Phan Tiet was to 
save the children as much of the pain of seasickness as possi­
ble. But seasickness may have been better than what they 
encountered.

Along the "troublesome" way, Ha says, the buses were 
boarded by South Vietnamese troops,’also fleeing toward Sai­
gon. At one point, the bu>es were barred from crossing a 
bridge by other soldiers. A fight erupted, and the children 
scrambled for cover under the buses.

Shots'were fired, but no one was injured.
Finally, the buses were allowed to cross the bridge. But 

other skirmishes stopped them periodically throughout the 
journey, and it was dark before they arrived.

The gates of Phan Tiet were closed, and not until the mayor 
issued a special proclamation could they get to safety inside 
the city's walls.

Phan Tiet was jammed with refugees and boat owners were 
demanding exorbitant prices to take them to Vung Tau, a port 
near Saigon. But a "wrong" radio report announced that the 
road to the Capital had been opened, and many refugees— 
who previously had been awaiting boats—left the docks for 
the road.

The report turned out to be incorrect, but before the boat 
owners discovered the error, they had accepted the orphan­
age's ,250,000 piasters (700 piasters equal one U.S. dollar) in­
stead of the 350,000-400,000 they had been demanding.

The money came from friends in Cam Ranh and from South­
ern Baptists; the Baptist mission had given the orphanage 
$10,000.

A second "lucky thing" happened to the orphans, says Ha. 
The two boats that took them to Vung Tau—about 200 kilo­
meters from Phan Tiet—carried only a few Marines. On other 
boats, Vietnamese Marines reportedly committed atrocities, 
looting people and raping women.

"Not many rode our boats," recalls Ha, "and they were very 
good."

The orphans and others took a commercial bus from Vung 
Tau to Saigon, traveling the 120 kilometers under "very dan­
gerous" circumstances.

More than once, "we were under fire from the Communists," 
says Ha, "and in danger both from the VC (Viet Cong) and 
friendly units." Than Xuan remembers that military units 
fighting along the bus route often caused them to stop, wait­
ing until there was a lull before continuing.

Thousands, thousands of refugees" from other provinces



clogged the road. Some people who had left Vung Tau by car 
only hours ahead of the orphans' bus were killed.

a
namese capital proved not much of 

n. "There were many rumors," Ha 
People saw other provinces falling 
ives and they felt Saigon may fall 
oon." The babylifts of other Viet- 
e orphans had begun and there al- 
were many evacuations. After five 
ome, depressing^sad" days at Lu 
to look for a better, safer place for 
lecision for Ha, Than Xuan and the 

other employees of the orphanage. Because of their American 
ties they all had papers that would have permitted them to 
leave the country by plane. But that would have meant leav­
ing the orphans behind. They stuck with the orphans.

"I see that many people want to go and no chance to get 
all the kids on the airplane," Ha recalls, "so I am determined 
that we go by sea."

They left Saigon for Rach Gia on the Gulf of Siam, in the 
country's southern province, to "prepare for the exodus." 
Their timing was perfect. Traveling by commercial bus, they 
learned only a few minutes out of Saigon that the presiden­
tial palace had been bombed by a South Vietnamese pilot and 
the city had been placed under curfew.

Both Ha and Than Xuan say that at the time they left Saigon 
they had given no thought to the possibility of winding up in 
the United States. They planned to go to Thailand, Than Xuan 
says.

Ha, meanwhile, discounted the advice of many pei^nns who 
told him tb'at staying with the orphans would be dangerous, 
especially putting to sea with them.

In Rach Gia, Ha says, they joined with other families— 
"because by myself I could not do much"—to pool their money 
to buy a boat. It was a leaky, 11-year-old, diesel-powered 
craft about 13 feet wide and 40-60 feet long.

"I have many options," he says. "If Vietnam stayed up 
(withstood the Communist advance) then we could settle on 
one of the islands. I talked to one of the fisherman who said 

H-e could iake a living fishing. Or we could have provided 
tominerc. transportation from one island to another and 
^ve prof ■* to live."

Than X an puts it more succinctly: "We know the boat is 
jangerou " she recalls, "but if we stay, we will be killed. If 
u-ego, n' be we live."

The st. spent most of the next three weeks in Rach Gia 
making tl ir new boat seaworthy—putting on a roof to pro- 
led them -om the sun and patching the deck and hull so they 
(ould stoi fuel, food and water.
Haapp ed to the government to purchase 4,400 liters of 

fcsel fue: and though that fuel had military priority and the 
nilitary i as running out of everything in those days, "the 
lord open.-d their hearts to get them to sell us this much." It 
ns enough to get them to Australia, if necessary; Ha also 

ght a compass and a world map.
They put 20 barrels of fuel and 10 barrels of water under 

he deck ..long with 1,000 pounds of rice and three cans of 
Mcmom/i, the fish sauce the Vietnamese add to their food. Ha 
ought, also, 100 kilos of instant rice and 12 boxes of instant 
loodles "because we expect some times when we could not 
ook,, could not make fire." Those times came when everyone 
pt seasick "and just lie down like dead." '
Even after the boat was ready to go, the harbor master 

ppeared unwilling to give them permission to leave. He sus- 
Kted, Ha says, that they meant to flee the country, ordered 
iistoms officers and harbor police to watch thgm. Inexplic- 
bly he later relented and gave them permission to embark.

I hurch members from Rach Gia joined the
■^ F'' group at dockside that evening and after a
!■ prayer meeting and singing of hymnsuthey
M cast off. None was experienced in maneu-

vering a boat, however, and they struck 
two other boats as they tried to get out of 

I the harbor. Settling damages delayed
I them but finally, about 7 p.m., they got un-
ierway. Their timing again was perfect. The next day Rach 
Ka fell into Communist hands. Ha believes that if they had 
Been delayed even one day in their departure, many people 
|»ould have rushed on board the boat and they would not 
Save been able to leave.
■ Even so, the boat was jamed with 109 persons. Ha had 
■ought enough rope to tie the orphans to their places in the 
Brntof a storm, but it wasn't/needed—not because there was 
B>torm; the storms came, out the boat was so packed that 
■we was hardly room to lie down. •
|ln two nights and a day, the boat reached the open sea, 
Iwre tht- orphans hoped to be picked up by an American 
prchip. But none was in the area. Finally they hailed a Tai- 
pnese m rchant ship headed for Hong Kong.
|fuasked permission to come aboard, but the ship captain 
r05”- J-/ speculates that he didn't like the thought of all 
Posecnil.-ren prowling around his vessel.
I|hesh. - steamed away, leaving the orphans in its wake. 
I‘he or, han boat's old diesel engine refused to start and 
Fsitua, on looked desperate, when the children began to 
Puttha- the Tiawanese ship was returning. "The Lord turn 
|VaPta- s heart," Ha says.
I fnecaf ain still wouldn't take them on board but he agreed 
ftowthi n to waters near Singapore. The trip was a terrify- 

a recalls, too slow by day and too fast by night.
L,,e w e frightened to death. Our boat rock badly. We 
j/7 not sleep. Just squat and watch. We have our axe in 
l" s° >’ anything happen (if the boat began to be dragged 
rr(r'- w cut the rope."
II e^r V a 'Ot an^ ask c^'^ren *° Pray the time." 
In addi. on to praying the older boys pumped water and 
r n8 tn night even had to use buckets to bail water that 
L’r5VvaJ ?ing tiny craft. The younger children were

Finally, after another two nights and a day the ship dropped 
the tow and left the orphans. The orphans were well beyond 
sight of land, but Ha feels the ship's crew was "kind enough. 
We don t want to take advantage of them anymore, because 
actually we didn't have any thought of depending on anybody 
on the trip—we depend on ourselves."

But the diesel engine couldn't be depended on; again it 
wouldn't start. The orphans were adrift. Other boats in the 
area and a Malaysian rescue plane spotted them, however.

The first boat to help towed them so fast the orphans were 
afraid the boat would "shake apart," says Than Xuan; to save 
the rickety ship, the towline was cut; the second boat moved 
so fast that the post to which the line was tied broke.

"We wave them away." Ha says. "We say that if you help 
us you have to help in a helpful mood. I talk to the captain and 
say if he really want to help us they have to be kind to us be­
cause our boat is so fragile."

\ a learned later that the captain, a Vietnamese
\ from Saigon who was operating three fishing

W boats when he heard the city had fallen to the 
Communists, had been ordered by the rescue 
plane to assist the drifting orphans, or the 
fishing boats would not be allowed into Sing- 

\ apore. The captain gave Ha the option of put- 
▼ \ ting the orphans on three fishing boats or re­

suming the towing operation. The orphans clambered aboard 
the boats. Finally they arrived off Singapore, only to be trans­
ferred into two of-the boats and'then kept at anchor for three 
days and nights.

Despite fish from the harbor, food began to run out. For two 
days, they ate "just soup" once a day. "All the children were 
very hungry," Ha recalls. "The adults'had to yield."

But after the third day the Singapore officials responded 
and brought them water. One of the men from Singapore was 
a Christian "and when he see that this was a Christian orphan­
age he gave the kids a fresh water shower." It was welcome 
after seven days and nights without one, Ha says, smiling.

One of those authorities, a friendly policeman or soldier, 
took a note from Ha to William R. Wakefield at the Baptist 
Mission in Singapore, and Wakefield worked with the officials 
to get the orphans ashore and into quarantine.

While they were in quarantine, Wakefield and missionaries 
to Vietnam Mrs. David Bengs and Mrs. Gene Tunnell brought 
them candy and good news of what was being done for them. 
"They gave us some hope," Ha says.

Jhe good news was that they were going to the United 
States. One of the foreign missionary associates in Singapore, 
Ralph Neighbor, former pastor of West Memorial Baptist 
Church of Houston, got in touch with the church and arranged 
Sponsorship, including use of a ranch owned by one of the 
members. The orphans could live at the ranch until other ar­
rangements could be made.

The odyssey ended with a trip from Singapore to Zurich to 
New York City to Fort Chaffee, Ark., where they landed May 
16. Ten days later they flew to the Texas ranch to stay for a 
month or so before taking up residence at a Texas Baptist 
children's home. Ultimately, the orphans will be eligible for 
adoption.

Ha, finally able to relax somewhat after the 45-day ordeal 
that brought them halfway around the world, believes he 
could "see the hand of the Lord" guiding all the way, espe­
cially in the incredible timing of the various steps of the jour­
ney- a

I have faith in the Lord," he says, "though at times my 
faith is very weak. I want a sign like Gideon—want to see the 
sun stop and see the Lord was with us."

The sun never stopped, but Ha and the others who broke 
into a spontaneous "Jesus Loves Me" and "His Eye Is on the 
Sparrow" aboard buses at Fort Chaffee after their arrival, 
didn't seem to doubt that God had been with them. •
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ACROSS THE BOARD

Seven new staffers elected to HMB

Home Mission Board members this 
spring elected seven men to staff’ posi­
tions at the Board's Atlanta offices.

William L. Clark, associate director of 
the division of chaplaincy since 1974, and 
former assistant director for military per­
sonnel ministries in the division, was 
named director of the division. He suc­
ceeds James Kelly who retired last year.

Clark, 64, was a U.S. Air Force chap­
lain for 20 years and previously served 
as a pastor in Mississippi.

Also in the chaplaincy division, the 
directors elected Pat Davis, a U.S. Army 
chaplain since 1956, as associate director 
of the divisrjn. Davis, who recently re­
tired from the Army, will relate primarily 
to mijjjary chaplains.

Davis also is a former Mississippi pas­
tor.

Glenn A. Igleheart, northeastern di­
rector for the Department of Interfaith 
Witness since 19&8, was named director 
of the Department. He succeeds M. Thom­
as Starkes who resigned last December 
to join the faculty of Southwest Missouri 
State University.

A native of Owensboro, Ky-, Igleheart 
is a graduate of Murray State College and 
holds B.D. and Th.D. degrees from South­
ern Seminary. He has done additional 
study at Harvard University.

Don Hammer was elected associate 
director of the Department of Metropol­
itan Missions. Hammer, 38, previously 
was coordinator of the Urban Strategy 
Council of the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas.

James N. Lewis. Jr. is new assistant 
director of the Department of Language 
Missions. A Georgian, Lewis had been an 
HMB missionary, associate working with 
internationals for the gaptist Convention 
of Maryland since 1973. He previously 
served on church staffs in Kentucky and 
Tennessee.

lames W. Nelson has become director 
of the department qf rural-urban mis­
sions in the Division of Associational 
Missions. He had been director of the 
missions division for the Baptist Conven­
tion of New Mexico since 1971 and pre­

viously was a missionary to the Indians 
in New Mexico and a pastor in Alabama 
and Mississippi.

The board appointed Roy Edgemon, 
former missionary to Japan, to be direc­
tor of evangelism planning consultation 
in the department of evangelism devel­
opment. Edgemon served pastorates in 
Texas before being appointed a mission­
ary in 1968.

E. Carlisle Driggers/s a new associate 
director of the Department of Coopera­
tive Ministries with National Baptists. He 
has served on the staffs of churches in 
West Virginia, Kentucky anc^Alabama. 
A native of South Carolina, he is a doc­
toral candidate at Pittsburgh Theolog­
ical Seminary.

In other action, the directors elected 
Russell H. Dilday, pastor of Second- 
Ponce de Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
to his second one-year term as board 
president.

Thomas A. Hunter, pastor of Coosada 
Baptist Church, Coosada, Ala., is. first 
vice-president, and J.T. Forel, president 
of West Georgia College in Carrollton is 
second vice-president. Mrs. LW. Bowen 
III of Forsyth, Ga., was reelected record­
ing secretary, and Mrs. Ralph M. Blan­
chard of Atlanta is assistant recording 
secretary.

Grigg's mission efforts 
continue in retirement
W.R. Grigg, 65,—a white Southern Bap­
tist minister—preached some of his first 
sermons at age 19 in black churches, and 
some of his first close friends in the min­
istry were black pastors.

That was back in the days when it was 
daring and sometimes dangerous for 
blacks and whites to relate too closely.

Grigg's career has been one of promot­
ing cooperation and understanding be­
tween black and white Baptists. In M.ay 
he retired from the Home Mission Board's 
department of cooperative ministries 
with National Baptists.

But even his retirement does not signal 
an end to his mission efforts. Grigg now 

is at Shaw University Divinit; School, 
black institution founded by Baptists t 
Raleigh, N.C., where he servo as profe- 
sor of missions and directorvf develot 
ment.

"My basic intention in life for man 
years," Grigg recalls, "has been to bnn 
about a more Christ-like understandm 
of all people and to grow more and bette 
Baptist churches."

In his retirement career, he hopes t 
work toward this end by helping his stu 
dents see themselves as resources as wt 
as objects for Christian mission.

Six Home Mission Board Missionant 
also retired recently and were honor? 
for their service. The missionary retiree 
are: Carolyn York, Elizabeth Lundai 
Myrtle Salters, Mrs. Lonnie Iglesias an 
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Lopez.

HMB financial support 
attains new records
Home Mission Board Executive Directa 
Arthur B. Rutledge reported receipts o 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering fa 
home missions and the national Cooper 
tive Program unified budget both wer 
showing significant increases lor this Hi 
cal year.

The Annie Armstrong Offering tot 
through May 30 was $5,616 '11 up I 
percent from the corresponding date i 
1974, and Cooperative Program receipt 
for the first seven months of iscal l°" 
are up 7.52 percent, Rutledge .aid.

"This is extremely encoui iging an 
exceptional in light of the nat ■nalecoi 
omy," he added.

The May report bn curre : receip 
capped a glowing report of I IB finJi 
cial support for 1974-75. < .operain 
Program receipts were up 13 rcentt< 
a total of $6,255,913.

The 1974 Annie Armstri g 
Offering totals also set a ne record 
$8,130 142, more than $1 n lion ‘n 
the goal. i

The support enabled the Be d to rJI 
missionary and staff salaries althouj 
the salary for home mission.; >es issl 
some $2,000 below the natioi I meiW

In another economic bright spot, the 
Jirectoi-’ church loans committee an­
nounced a partial lifting of a moratorium 
on processing new loan applications. The 
moratorium was imposed last October 
until^uch time as the economy stabil­

ized."
New loans will be considered for 

amounts up to $125,000 instead of the 
usual $175,000.

A cloud in the otherwise bright eco­
nomic sky was the need for a special 
grant of $5,000 to the Baptist State Con­
vention of Michigan to help meet obliga­
tions in the face of a sharp decline in re­
ceipts there. Michigan economics have 
been the victim of a decline in the auto­
motive industry there.

board appointments 
gain by J 4 percent
During its 1974-75 operating year, the 
Home Mission Board appointed 414 per­
sons, a gain of 14 percent over the pre­
vious 12 months, with 75 missionaries, 
■®5 associate missionaries, 148 pastoral 
missionaries and 26 two-year US-2 ap­
pointments. y

Also, 1,005 student summer missiop- 
•nes were appointed by the board and by 
aptist Student Unions across the na- 
ion « well as 23 "sojourners," or high 
<hool s udent summer missionaries.
Howe , er, the national home mission- 

7 fore; at the close of 1974 was 2,171, 
« few. than the previous year. The 
oal for .975 is to raise the force to 2,250 
n, 'mphasize "catalytic missions" 
'hereb missionaries are enabling oth- 
Moc. ry out missions.

il mal churches

There’s a new 
Marjorie Holmes 
bestseller!
In her most deeply-felt and personal 
book, one of America’s favorite in­
spirational writers shares with us her 
own search for God ... and 
the paths of prayer, pain 
and love that lead her to 
Him. How Can I Find 
You, God? is a book only 
Marjorie Holmes could 
have written-a blend of 
conversational prayers 
and autobiographical 
reflections that will 
help each of us find or 
strengthen our own 
Christian witness. 
$5.95 at

BAPTIST BOOK STORE 

HOW 
CANI

'fsloi. 'y dwindling
r*por iy the Home Mission Board De- 
Wrner of Survey and Special Studies 
'nc‘ud. that nearly 500 Southern Bap- 
1 chui hes will not exist in 10 years if 
wrer trend continues.

£ port and ways transitional 
urche are dealing with their circum-

i|| be covered in a HOME MIS- 
NS rticle in September. •

GOD?
All of Marjorie Holmes’books are “for every 

woman, every day.'’—Catherine Marshall
I’VE GOT TO TALK TO SOMEBODY, 

GOD. $3.95. Deluxe gift edition, boxed. $7.95.
NOBODY ELSE WILL LISTEN. $4.95

WHO AM I, GOD? $4.95
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EXECUTIVE'S WORD by Arthur B. Rutledge 

Impressions on mission efforts

For the past 12 months I have had oppor­
tunity of extensive travel into various 
parts of the nation, particularly into 
those areas in which Southern Baptists 
have been serving officially only since 
the 1940's. I was encouraged.

I rejoice in a visible maturing of otir 
people in these areas. Statistics tell us of 
growth in membership and finances, but 
when one has the ypportunity of visiting 
the fields he is impressed with the sta­
bilizing of our work.

In the annual meetings of the conven­
tions in OMb and Utah-Idaho, I was 
pleasantly surprised by the large number 
of pastors and lay persons who have 
served in these states for 10 years or 
more, some as long as 20 years. I was 
impressed by the fact that in these two 
state conventions members of the elected 
staff have served for a long time. This is 
true of other "pioneer" conventions also. 
I was impressed by the fact that many 
of those serving in these states, distant 
from their home states, have no desire 
to return to their home regions; they are 
committed to serve in these "pioneer" 
fields.

Our congregations are becoming in­
creasingly indigenous. Along with these 
changes there is a greatly advanced 
knowlege of and appreciation for the 
service of Southern Baptists in these 
states where we were practically un­
known as recently as two decades ago.

I am impressed by the renewed empha­
sis now being given to starting new 
churches. During the 1950's and into the 
1960's churches were started at a very 
rapid rate in the west, the north central 
states and ultimately in the northeastern 
states. Then came a period in which there 
was a slowdown in the number of new 
churches started, even though we con­
tinued to gain year by year. Now, in such 
states as California and Texas, New York 
and Florida, exciting plans are being 
made and challenging goals are being set 
for the starting of new churches during 
the -years just ahead. With a growing

churches in helping them do their own 
mission work. Or, their central task is to 
find lay leaders to serve as lay pastors or 
to assist in efforts such as Christian social 
ministries, language missions, home fel­
lowships and evangelism undertakings 
Surely this approach is consistent with 
the missionary assignment that God. has 
given to every Christian, not only to vo­
cational missionaries.

On^has to be impressed by the grow­
ing involvement of lay persons in vol­
unteer mission work. A recent survey 
made by the Home Mission Board re­
vealed that more than 30,000 people are 
currently involved in volunteer home 
missions service. They work for a few 
hours a week or for a few weeks, or 
months out pf the year as associates or 
assistants to missionaries in community 
centers, in pioneer areas, among ethnic 
people. Add to this number the short­
term workers, such as 1,100 student sum- 

’ mer missionaries and some 50 US-2 
workers. In addition consider the mem­
bers of several hundred youth choirs 
which go on summer mission tours, and 
are used greatly in furthering the cause 
of Christ. This is surely one of the excit­
ing developments in contemporary home 
missions.

For the past year or two I have been 
impressed continually with the fact that 
the people of this nation are mot e respon­
sive to the gospel at this stage i human 
history than they have been n many, 
many years. Our efforts to shai the gos­
pel of Christ today will bear r.. re fruit, 
under the leadership of the H y Spirit 
than for many, many years. ,

We are living at a time whei he daily 
news presses upon us the aw. eness °> 
multiplied, complex and even ickening 
problems. Our gi4*^t nation d perateh 
needs spiritual revival. There a e indica­
tions that it may be on the way This i$“> 
wonderful time to serve Chris' through 
His churches and through the r ssionary 
outreach of the churches aero: this na­
tion and even to the ends of the eart

PRA> ER CALENDAR

qic rterly listing of chaplains' birthdays

JUCUS
August 1: 'alias G. Roscoe, La., Army; Larry 
\eil Shirk Ala., Navy. August 2: Roger G. 
[Jonathan Okla., Army; David R. Johnson, 
SC, Air 'tree; Jack R. Peters, Okla., Navy. 
August 3: Lewis G. Burnett, Tex., Army; 
Thomas W Black, Jr., Miss., Air Force; Clar- 
enceR Bridges, Tex., Inst. August 4: Kenneth 
H Edminston, La., Army; Calvin H. Garner, 
Ark-, Anpi Charles R. Parker, Sr., Ga., Navy. 
August 5: Lyndel C. Barnes, III., Army; 
Howard A Easley, Ala., Army; James R. Per­
dew, Mo..-Navy; Parker C. Thompson, Mo., 
Army; James E. Dillard, Ga., hospital. August 
e:Ray N. Cooley, Ky., hospital; Jack L. Welch, 
fex.. Air Force; James Whitlock, Miss., Inst. 
August 7: Lester T. Bbckalew, Ga., Air Force; 
Wallace M Hale, Tex., Army. August 8: John 
) Ford, Jr., Calif., Army; Robert Wilson, La., 
wspital; Charles H. Wolcott, Tex., Army; Joe 
Frank Weber, Tenn., hospital. August 9: 
Robert F. Cullum, Tex., hospital; Roy A. 
Cadenhead, Ga., Ind.; Baxter M. Pond, S.C., 
hospital. August 10: Willard David Sapp, Ga., 
hospital; Glen T. Pasanella, N.J., Army. Au­
gust II: Bobby G. Allen, Miss., Army; Ronald 
W Stephenson, Ky., hospital; Richard W. 
llrKay, Va., hospital; Michael L. Nichols, Mo., 
kavy. August 12: Francis A. Knight, Fla., 
Army. August 13: William R. Eaton, Ark., 
Hospital; Dean L. Minton, N.C., Air Force. 
August 14: John J. Gleason, Jr., Ga., hospital; 
Herbert R. Earley, Tex., Inst. August 15: 
antes T. Truitt, Ala., hospital; Jerry M. Class, 
>D., V.A.,- Austin N. Brown, Fla., Inst. August 
k Wesley E. Brett, N.C., hospital; Jerry Don 
leynolds, Tex., Army; Timothy P. Van Dui- 
tndyk, Mich., hospital. August 17: Elvin B. 
torris, Tex., Army; Jefferson D. Norman, III, 
da. Air Force; Billie H. Pate, Calif., Inst. Au- 
P»H9:Ray E. Woodall, Miss., Army. August 
ft lack R Bradshaw, Ga., Navy; George W. 
Mtigrew, Jr., N.C., Navy; Charles L. Phipps, 
<a.lnst.; Wallace M. Hucabee, La., Air Force; 
Water L Allen, Okla., Army. August 22: 
Wliam C Justice, Tenn., SBH. August 23: 
“Ms E. Doffin, Jr., N.C., Navy; Leslie M 
dds, Te- . Navy; Elden H. Luffman, Fla., 
uvy. Au> ist 24: Robert L. Browning, Miss.,

Force; Wilford C. Kimble, La., Navy; Paul 
'Mason Fenn., Army; Robert T. Durham, 
T kosp I August 25: Alfred W. Meeks, 
“.Air I ce; Hugh D. Smith, Tex., Navy; 

■ e J tod, Ala., Army; John R. Boon, 
f"n., Ine August 26: George M. Hinderer, 
mn. Na . Charles A. Tyson, Tenn., Army;

D.' d Reed, Ark., hospital. August 
■Ralph i Donald, Ga., Air Force; J.Q. Wil- 
lms- Ark Army; Bernie Lee Calaway, Tex., 
MUi st 28: William K. Bagnal, Jr., S.C., 

L. Doran, Tenn., Inst. August 29: 
,ul “• C. ,ibry, Ala., Army; Phillip J. Cassi- 
■■ Ala.. \rmy; Cary E. Penton, La., Air 

S* 30: ’oe H- Morgan, Tex., Navy;
Willi.) tson, Minn., hospital; Robert J. 

”occ°. I nn.. Navy; Bobby J. Bundick, Tex., 
^y.’ Jot than H. Waddell, Miss., hospital. 
'Rust 31 Charles F. Hill, Tenn., Army; Ben­
in F. I Hey, Ark., Air Force; Norman L.

™ln8> । ।. Inst.

SEPTEMBER
September I: George F. Ricketts, Va., Inst.; 
Milton P. Snyder, Ohio, hospital; Terry L. 
Brooks, N.C., Inst September 2: William L. 
Luce, Mo., Air Force. September 3: Charles T. 
Clanton, Ark., Army; Walter B. Clayton, Jr., 
Ky., Navy; Thomas W. Murphy, Kan., Air 
Force; Gordon Shamburger, Miss., hospital. 
September 4: Norvell E. Knight. Ga.. Navy; 
Edwin R. York; N.Y., Army September 5: 
Jerry W. Shirley. Tex., Navy; Robert D. Tatum, 
Tex., Navy; Robert L. Tilley, N.C., Navy. Sep­
tember 6: Nathaniel H. Brittain, Ala., Air 
Force; Ottly Owens, Jr., S.C.. Air Force; Tal- 
lie Williams, Tex., hospital; Donald G. Burton, 
Tex., hospital. September 7: Newton V. Cole, 
Miss., Air Force; Anthony W. Johnson, Mary­
land, hospital. September 8: Austin L. Ingram, 
Calif., Inst; Virgil Lee Kearney, Tenn., V.A. 
September?:Ociel. Courtney, Jr., Tex., Army; 
J. Earnest Kelly, S.C.. hospital; L.L. McGee, 
N.C., SHB; John D. Quick, Fla.. Army Sep­
tember 10: Robert B. Estes, Tex., Army; Hey­
ward P. Knight, S.C., Army; Leo ). McDonald, 
Tex., Navy; Charles E. Mallard, Ga., Army. 
September 11: Avery G. Timmons. Tex., 
Inst.; James C. Rittenjiouse. Ga., Navy; Jo­
seph L. Gilmore, Tex., hospital. September 
12: Henry E. Quates, lr., Fla., Air Force. Sep- 
temper 13: Marvin * lL. Chamberlain. Mo.. 
Navy; Frank E. Deese, N.C., Army; Vernon L 
Fash, S.C., Air Force September 14: H. Mar­
low Link, Calif., hospital; Jack F. Phillips. Tex, 
Navy; Roland J. Tollis, Tex., hospital; Parks 
W. McKittrick, S.C., hospital September 15: 
Jimmy D. Baggett, Tex., Air Force; George S. 
Thompson, Tex., hospital September 16: 
Donald E. Fowler, Jr., Minn., Army; Leonard 
C. McGuire, Va., Army; William R. Watts, Mo., 
Inst.; William N. Williams, Tex., V.A. Sep­
tember 17: Robert David Knight, S.C., Army; 
James F. Peak, Ohio, Inst. September 18: 
Eugene E. Allen, Fla., Army; lamestR. Tay­
lor, Miss., Air Force; Richard Earl Martindale, 
Tex., Navy September 19: William T. Bassett, 
Okla., V.A , Harry T. Wright, Tenn , V A. 
September 20: Francis T. Alewine, S.C., Air 
Force. September 21: Ersmond Syvaffar, Mo., 
Air Force; Rodney C. Wurst, Ga., Air Force. 
September 22: Henry C. Kimbrell. Ala., Inst.; 
Don E. Cureton, Tex., hospital; Thos. J. 
DuBose, Fla., Navy. September 23: Donald K. 
Duncan, Ky., hospital; Stanley O. Miller, La., 
Army; Samuel A. Kimokeo, Hawaii, Navy. 
September 24: Martin A. Schlueter, Calif., 
hospital. September 25: Robert Clayton Vick­
ers, Ky., Army. September 26: Billy D. Ingram. 
Tex., Army; Norman R. Beckham, Mo., V.A 
September 27: Hollis H. Bond, Tex., Navy; 
Jerry L. Martin, IIJ., Army; C. Roy Woodruff, 
Ala., hospital; Thermon E. Moore, Ga., Air 
Force; Ezra J. Richardson, Mich., Inst. Sep­
tember 29: James O. Beasley, Miss., Navy; 
James D. Johnson, N.C., Army; Malcom W. 
Rogers, Ky., Army; C. Byton Smith, Ala., Inst.; 
Jack W. Elliott, Ala., Air Force. September 
30: Rhodes W. Harper, Mo., Navy; Michael 
Summers, Tex., Navy; Stanley Ellison White, 
Tex., Air Force.

population and expanding cities there is 
a continuing need for well located, well 
led, Christ-centered churches.

1 am impressed, not only by what I 
have seen in travel but by what I have ob­
served in conversations and written re­
ports as well, by a growing concern for 
inner-city churches. This is true in such 
strong Baptist cities as Atlanta and Dal­
las, BirminghanVand Kansas City, k is 

■ estimated that over 2,000 Southern Bap­
tist churches are located in communities 
that have changed or are changing dras­
tically in the economic, educational, racial 
and cultural makeup of its residents. 
Such changes present great difficulties, 
but to many churches they also present 
tremendous opportunities of serving 
Christ.

I have been impressed likewise with 
the strength of our growing work among 
the millions of ethnic peoples within this 
great nation. About one-half of the home 
missionaries work among minority ethnic 
people. There are some 2,000 Southern 
Baptist congregations, most of them 
churches, composed altogether or very 
largely of members of one or more ethnic 
groups. On a trip to California in late 
January I was impressed with the size 
and strength of many of these churches, 
such as a Chinese congregation in Los 
Angeles which had a Sunday School at­
tendance of 891 on the Sunday prior to 
our weekday visit there. The coming of 
thousands of Vietnamese refugees to our 
shores enlarges our opportunity of shar­
ing our knowledge of the love of Christ 
with people from other national, cultural 
and racial backgrounds.

I am impressed likewise by the chang­
ing role of home missionaries. Many of 
these 2,200 missionaries serve single 
congregations, such as the 500 or more 
pastors whose salary is being augmented, 
sometimes very substantially, by church 
pastoral aid. Nevertheless a growing 
number of home missionaries serve sev­
eral congregations. Many are equippers 
or trainers. Their role is to work with

HOME MISSIONS 
1974

Bound volumes of 1974 HOME MIS­
SIONS magazine are available • 
Each contains all 1974 issues in a 
hard-cover binding. • Cost is $6.00 
(which covers postage and han­
dling) • If you would like to re­
ceive a copy, please send the form 
below to:

HOME MISSIONS 1974 
1350 Spring St. NW 
Atlanta, GA. 30309

Please send me copy
of HOME MISSIONS 1974 at 
$6.00 (each). Money enclosed 
□ Bill me later □

Address_____  ~*_____________________

City__________________________________

State-------------- Zip

Meet Herbert Caudill, 
m issionary in Cuba for 40 years. 
In his new biography, Caudill 
tells what it was like to live in 
Castro’s Cuba part of that time. 
He describes the hardships and 
triumphs of a hardy band of 
Christians, and tells about his 
own year and a half in prison.

Caudill and his wife. Marjorie, 
now retired, continue to minister 
to many persons in the U.S. 
today. Old friends and new will 
enjoy this easy-to-read 
missionary story.

Published by the Home Mission Board
$2.95, Baptist Book Stores
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share 
with the special 

people in your life!

LOVING PROMISES combines ex­
pressive verses of America’s favor­
ite inspirational poet with treas­
ured Scripture passages. Here are 
words to live by, words of hope 
highlighting the promises of a lov­
ing and caring God.

SOMEONE CARES a bestsell­
ing selection of the finest poems of 
Helen Steiner Rice...a book you’ll 
cherish and turn to again and 
again a gift that says you care1 
Both volumes beautifully illustrated

Regular editions, $5 95 each 
Keepsake editions, $7 95 each

AT BAPTIST BOOK STORES 

Q3 Fleming H. Revell Company

COMMENT by Walker L. Knight 

A persons-first response
vJJSf ONARY
0X >INTMENTS____________________________________

1 find myself being grateful and very 
proud of the initial response of Southern 
Baptists to the coming of thousands of 
Vietnamese refugees to the United States.

Of all the groups that contacted the 
State Dep^tment to offer assistance. 
Southern Baptists were among /he very 
few offering to provide ministries with­
in the three camps. Consequently, the 
offer was accepted.

Missionaries of the Home Mission 
Board's Christian Social Ministries De­
partment worked to provide'recreation, 
day care, English and citizenship class­
es within the camps. Missionaries of the 
Foreign Mission Board who had served 
in Vietnam served as advisors and trans­
lators. They were so in the thick of the 
action that one free-lance photographer 
thought a missionary at one camp was 
director of the refugee operation.

Baptist pastors and missionaries also 
were enlisted as coordinators of volun­
teers from the communities near the 
camps, and HMB language missionaries 
were assigned to coordinate the denomi­
nation's resettlement efforts, working 
through Church World Service.

As impressive as the assistance pro­
vided was the speed with which South­
ern Baptists responded. Workers were at 
two of the camps before the refugees 
arrived, and they were at the other with­
in days. We sometimes think that be­
cause of our size we cannot react quickly 
or with purpose, but Paul Adkins, Oscar 
Romo and Irvin Dawson of the HMB 
staff worked hard at cutting through any 
hindering red tape

This ability to act in response to im­
mediate need reminded me of a state­
ment by a national church consultant 
that Southern Baptists have in their 
Home Mission Board one of the finest 
mission bureaucracies in the nation.

So far, our response is only in the first 

stage. The important second stage is the 
resettlement of the refugees by enlisting 
sponsors. Southern Baptists had an im­
pressive role in the resettlement of 
Cuban refugees, and the indications are 
that churches and associations will re­
spond again. By the time you read this 
comment, many of the refugees will have 
spent months in the resettlement camps 
Do not delay if you can help.

Southern Baptists throughout the 
world are involved with the plight of ref­
ugees, many active through other agen­
cies. One of these is Patricia Dale, once 
an editorial assistant with this publica­
tion. She was stationed by the American 
Red Cross on Guam, the first staging 
area for the refugees. In a recent letter 
to her parents, she wrote of her work 
and her concern.

The last of May she reported that there 
were still between 40,000 and 50,000 
refugees on Guam, about 38,000 in dusty 
tents in an area developed as an airstrip 
by the Japanese.

"Occasionally there are reunification; 
of families," she wrote. "The extended 
family is quite a reality—one fam iy here 
of 48, another of 28 arriving as on* group 
Some very old people, and over 6‘ babies 
have been born in the last five weeks 
The people are extremely attrac ve, re­
sourceful and show a marvelous itality 
Our English schools are overv ielmeJ 
with eager students, 500 for a lass of 
150 and we are not yet off the g >und

"We are extremely cuncerne< abquL 
the situation at home. I wish the •? we" 
some way we could get across to 1 >e I*1’' 
pie there that^t is a matter of com rn and 
an enriching involvement.

"When a group exhibits the det rminJ- 
tion many of these have to sacri ce and 
leave everything, it does not se- n nat­
ural that with such enterprise the wouw 
end up as welfare types in the st tes 

wociational Services
Frank & Roselia Bullock thorn Aug. 3 6 Feb. 
.’■Mich

lames & Ann Cravens thorn Moy 4 i-< Jan. 181 
Pittsburgh. Penn.
Fred & Arleen Cravin (horn May In 6 Feb. 22) 
Winfield, Kansas
lames & Mary Griffin (horn Sept. 14 6 Dec. 7) 
Kansas City, Kan.
Thomas & Ona Mae Wenig (horn Nov, 27 & 
April 13) Kearney, Neb.

hurch Extension
Samuel Keith & Jean Beene (horn June If 6 
EC 121 Lake Tahoe, Calif.
BJ. & Patricia Dier thorn Nov. 13 6 Feb. 151 
Palmer. Alaska
William Glenn & May Marie Irwin, Jr. thorn 
W 2*> c- /mi. 271 Edwards, Colo. (Assoc.) 
Larry Edwin Jones thorn Feb. 211 Williams­
burg. Ky. (US-2)
William L. & Nita Lumpkin thorn /uly 18 6
•H 301 Prince George, Maryland
Janice Moore (born March 17) McConnels­
ville, Ohio.
tarry Allen Pumpelly thorn Not'. III Worth­
ington, Ohio (US-2) I
Mane M. & Nancy Ryals (hoy'll Oct. 14 6
-r 2) New York, N.Y. Change of Status 
Andrew l<-rry & Bonnie Taylor (born Sept. 2*3 
• Unn/i - i Tok. Alaska (Assoc.) 

histian Social Ministries
Robert >■ Janet Allensworth (born Dec. o & 
T'd 13! toanoke, Va.
Carolyn >. Buckley thorn Oct. 281 New Or- 
»ans. L. (Assoc.)
8'lly an. .Mary Clarke (horn Dec. 3 6 Oct. 8) 
wrnet, ex. (Assoc.)
Henry & ’atricia Collins (born Jan. 3 6 Manh 
‘ Wash gton, D.C.
Mary St Dayton (born Sept. 19) Albuquer-
Rue- N ex. (US-2)
Wmald ank Dillard (born Nov. 20) Mobile, 
Ala. (US i)
li'hnVV. Joycelyn Dowdy, Jr. (horn Nov. 15 
j' l‘‘h 4 Lansas City, Mo.
“gene layson &. Mary Elizabeth Easter- 
"S. Ill -orn Sept. 11 & /lug. I) Columbia, 

Miss. (I -2)
Charles Evermon (born March 11) Louis- 
'llle-Ky iAssoc.)

[lante R inley (born Mar. 18) New Orleans, 
h lAss .)

• Robert P. & Judith Focht. Jr. (born May 15 6 
Aug. 15) Little Rock, Ark.

• Robert L. Gilbert (horn March 14) San Fran­
cisco, Calif. (Assoc.)

• Susan Diane Griffin (bom Feb. 5) Cincinnati, 
Ohio (US-2)

• Charles Holmes (horn Mar. 23) New Orleans, 
La. (Assoc.)

• Kevin Doyle Jones (bom May 18) Oakland, 
Calif. (Assoc.)

• Judith Louise Lide (born Dec. 4) New Orleans, 
La. (Assoc.)

• David Langerfeld (born April 22) Louisville, 
Ky. (Assoc.) f

• James L. & Rose Ann Warth Lowder (bom 
Jan. 5 6 May .30) Baltimore, Md.

• Willie McPherson (born Jan. 5) San Francisco, 
Calif. (Assoc.) .

• Marcie Dianne McRae (bom Oct. 24) Detroit. 
Mich. (Assoc.)

• Dewey E. & Phyllis Mayfield (born Oct. 4 f 
May 3) Huntsville, Ala. (Assoc.)

• William & Margaret Novak (born May 30 6 
April 24) Bristol, Va. (Assoc.)

• Ottie J. Stansell, Jr. thorn Nov. 301 New 
Orleans, La. (Assoc.)

• John F. Turrittin (bom May 31) New Orleans, 
La. (Assoc.)

• Donald Q. & Nell Wilson (born April 3 6 /uly 
17) New Orleans, La . (Assoq.)

Language Missions
• Thomas C. & Alyce Adams (born April 4 & 

Mar. 4) Erie, Penn. (Assop.)
• Elias & Nuha Assi (bom July 14 6 Mar. 3) Los 

Angeles, Calif. (Assoc.)
• Brigitte (Mrs. Jerry) Baker (born Feb. 13) 

California
• Terralyn (Mrs. Walter) Barfield (bom Nov. 7) 

New Orleans, La. (Assoc )
• Francisco & Juana Bilbao tborn April 24 6 

Jail. 12) Bishop, Tex. (Assoc.)
• Alicia M. Bolanos (bom Mug. 21) San Antonio, 

Tex. (Assoc.)
• Yong Pill & Dong Choon Cho (born Oct. 18 6 

Mar. 1) San Francisco, Calif. (Assoc.) .
• Jack Lee & Sharon Ear wood (bom July 7 6 

May 18) Oklahoma City, Okla. (Assoc.)
• Elida Garivey (bom /n/y o) Victoria, Tex., 

(Assoc.)
• Carl Henry Hilburn (horn Sept. 19) Mobile, 

Ala. (US-2)
• H.Nl & Kay Kim thorn Sept. 4 6 Oct. 21 Elm­

hurst, N.Y. (Assoc.)
• Peter & Mary Kim tborn Oct. 24 t-> Feb. 24) 

San Diego, Calif. (Assoc.)

• Gloria Gean Mattson thorn Feb. 181 Chicago 
III.. (US-2)

• Ramon & Hilda Mesa (bom April 3 6 Dec. 5) 
Miami, Fla. (Assoc.)

• Dorthea Newman (bom Dec. 12) Goliad, Tex. 
(Assoc.) ’

• Jesus Perales (bom Nov. 3) Harlingen, Tex. 
(Assoc.)

• Vila Rendon thorn May 15/San Antonio, Tex. 
(Assoc.)

• Joseph E. & Patricia A. Rhodes (bom June I 
6 July 23) Ekwok, Alaska (US-2)

• Elia Rivas (hlfrn Nov. 24) Dallas, Tex. (Assoc.)
• Israel V. & Lydia Rodriguez (hbrp Sept. 18 & 

June 27) San Benito, Tex. (Assoc.)
• Conrado & Lupita Romero (bom Nov.) 2b 

Oct. 10) Lyford, Tex. (Assoc.) f
• Thomas & Katherine Storrie (bom June 23 & 

Sept. 4) St. Augustine, Fla.
• Marian & Maria Szajner (bom April 18 6 Feb.

10) Scranton, Penn. (Assoc.)
• Paul & Fran Vandercook (bom Sept. 4 6 Feb.

28) Pascagoula, Miss.
• Brent Charles 'Williams (born Sept. 29) Ft. 

Lauderdale, Fla. (US-2)

Special Mission Ministries
• Jeffrey Charles Ashton (born Mar. 23) Las 

Vegas, Nev. (US-2)
• Patrick Kevin Greene (bom Mar. 24) Corval­

lis, Ore. (US-2)
• Charles Bruce Johnson (bom Jan. 22) Jack­

sonville, Fla. (US-2)
• Randy Glen Hurst (bom June 2b) Gatlinburg, 

Tenn. (US-2)
• Stephen Dunlap & Patricia Murphy (bom 

May 2 6 April 17) Honolulu, Hawaii (US-2) 
•Gladys Marian Osborne (bom Jan. 23) Pots­

dam, N.Y. (US-2)
• Ronald Orville & Rhonda Tyson (bom Det. 8 

6 Sept. 12) Long Beach, Calif. (US-2)

National Baptist
• Loren Belt; Jefferson City, Mo. (Administra­

tive)
• William & Lucile Campbell thorn Sept. 15 <> 

May 21) Nashville, Tenn. (National Baptists)

Evangelism
• Jack P. Lowndes; Syracuse, N.Y.
• Rodney Minor (bom June 28) Atlanta. Ga 

(Intern)

Program Implementation
• Clyde Billingsley; Salt Lake City, Utah
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Woman s Missionary Ui on
city

Send to Book Publication Services. Home Mission Board. 1350 
Spring St NW. Atlanta. GA 30309 Send no money now We 
will bill you later

through the book.
—Bobbie Sorrill

Education Division Director
Womans Missionary Ur on

—Frank Miller

State Convention of
Baptists in Ohio

Executive Director
Brotherhood Commission

published.

a great resource for our missions
organizations.

—Mrs. M.C. Bozeman
WMU Director
Safety Harbor. Florida
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reach
CHE HUMAN TOU( H

thehomesof dozens of mission-minded Baptists! iday, 
brrow, we’d like to put your copy in the mail.

Something new in the story of m >sions 
is presented in The Human Touch Both 
photographs and text are excellent This 
may be the best of all mission bocks

— Texas Baptist Standard review

The book is beautiful, informative and

It is a tremendous publication, and I 
have had several occasions to recommend 
it for a church library and for 
individuals. I am very proud of the
Home Mission Board for conceiving and 
carrying out this project.

—Glendon McCullough

Just excellent! I am not only looking
forward to using this book in relation to 
my work, but to enjoying it personally.
It is occupying a prominent place in 
my apartment right now and people who 
come there find themselves flipping

Hardback. 192 pages. 235 photos. 8’/2"x 11".
Resource for 76 Home Mission Graded Series.
$5.95, Baptist Book Stores.

.95 each, by subscribing to HMB’s book club.

— Add my name to the list of subscribers I would like
lo receive The Human Touch photo-text book series, up to two 
books a year«at the special club rate of S4 95 a book, plus ship­
ping and handling Satisfaction Guaranteed

It is beautifully done. I plan to m. ke
this available to many of our chur hes.

Superintendent of Miss ms

I read it from cover to cover *o s
sitting, then have enjoyed the lov< /
photos several times since then. I m
very enthusiastic about this serie*

—Carolyn Weatherford
Executive Secretary


