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Not all Baptists with strong opinions 
about the charismatic movement have 
the facts, according to HMB writer, Tim 
Nicholas. So he set out to probe the issue 
behind the furor and inflammatory 
religious rhetoric to determine the root 
of the controversy. Delving into the ac­
tion, reaction and what some have 
termed as over-reaction, he interviewed 
pastors, church members and associa­
tion leaders on both sides of broken con­
gregations . Nicholas' story is about 
churches who have coped- retaining a 
charismatic membership, maintaining 
Southern Baptist affiliations—or at least

splitting without hostility. □ Suzanne 
Coyle is a Southern Baptist YMCA chap­
lain; her people consider her their "min­
ister." A burgeoning number of single, 
women seminary graduates are leaning 
hard against closed doors, but according 
to research by Elaine Furlow, a deter­
mined few have gotten in to HMB-state 
convention appointments. □ In keeping 
with the 200th birthday celebration of a 
nation conceived in liberty, under the 
stress of idealism and disillusionment, 
John Havlik pens a tribute to Mosaic 
patriotism, urging Americans to love this 
country—with their eyes wide open.
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Cover story: It is people who must create "a 
new birth of freedom" in this bicentennial 
year and it is Christian people who can most 
clearly see the responsibilities of citizenship, 
says writer John Havlik in this article.
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Alias
Cyndi Sunshine

A lion's roar, a butterfly's short life, 
a bird's off-key song help a Georgia college 

student turned clown convince children 
the best thing they can be is themselves. 

by Judy Touchton / photography by Paul Obregon



"I don't care how 
long the kids 
remember me, as 
long as they 
remember the things 
I teach them."

She fusses with her curly wig 
and tugs at overalls covered 
with patches Her painted-on 
mouth turns upat the corners 
and red-rouge circles brighten 
her cheeks. In minutes, with 
magic and a jar of "Clown 
White," she transforms her­
self from a lively college stu­
dent into the clown, Cyndi 
Sunshine.

Despite the made-up face 
with its exaggerated features, 
she is not just another clown 
with a funny act. She is a 
concerned Christian using a 
soft-sell approach to com- 

mum. e the love of Jesus 
Chris nd the joy of Chris­
tian I

Foi 'ie past three years, 
she h been a children's co- 
ordir. ir for churches hold- 
ln8 renewal weekends.
» irdin, the HMB's lay 
renev strategist, believes 
she's ne best-known chil­
dren vorker in lay renewal; 
she a nds as many as eight 
such eekends a year, and 
»ltho h Hardin was her first 
cont.. with the program, 
n>an\ hurches now call her 
direc i

But Cyndi Bowman—alias 

Cyndi Sunshine—didn't be­
gin lay renewal work with 
such commitment. Her first 
experience came at a week­
end meeting at First Church, 
Dublin, Ga., when she of­
fered to do "whatever needed 
doing." What needed doing 
was work with children, so 
Cyndi took on 30 children by 
herself. They loved her and 
she loved working with them.

When the adultsrand chil­
dren came together for the 
evening conversational prayer 
time, the children chimed 

right in—praying for parents 
and friends and sometimes 
even cats and dogs. Their can­
did, honest prayers created 
an openness in the adults 
and Cyndi, she remembers.

That was the beginning. 
Now the pattern of her in­
volvement runs smoothly. 
On Friday nights—the first 
time she sees her group of 
first-to-sixth graders—Cyndi 
is the clown. In fact, none of 
the children see her real face 
before that initial encounter.

"As a clown," she says, "I 
can get across ideas that I

CoWueti

Far left. Cyndi Bowman, using 
magic and "Clown White, 
transforms herself info Cyndi 
Sunshine. Children at lay 
renewal weekends I above) say 
her efforts are worth the lime.
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Cyndi serves fondue to 
children of a widower for 
whom she works as "nanny."

"If you think 
the younger set 
is not worth 
a flip, meet 
Cyndi and 
change your 

mind."

can't as a person. Besides," 
she adds, "they'll all come 
back Saturday morning to 
see what I look like.''

When they see her for the 
first time, the kids invariably 
say, "It doesn't look like you" 
without the make-up, "but 
that voice, we know it is you."

As Cyndi Sunshine, Cyndi 
uses subtle illustrations: 
"Children can be clowns, 
too," she tells her youthful 
audience. "Clowns make peo­
ple happy—your mom, your 
dad—you are a clown without 
even wearing a special clown 
costume."

She asks if any of the group 
ever gets tired of being him- 
or herself? Doesn't every­
one? Then with a little song 
about a lion who roared and 
scared all his friends away 
and a butterfly whose life is 
too short and a bird who 
sings off-key, Cyndi convinces 
the youngsters they are bet­
ter off being themselves.

Cyndi's patched overalls 
have the letters, "JIM" fol­
lowed by a question mark. 
When the kids ask if "JIM" 
is her boyfriend, she's ready: 
"It stands for "Jesus Is Mine,' 
and the question marks says, 
'Is he yours, too?' "
Once Cyndi played a spe­

cial version of "Spin the Bot­
tle" in which every child to 
whom the bottle pointed had 
to give a prayer request. That 
night, when adults and youth 
gathered in the sanctuary, 
one youngster told the group 
that Cyndi let them play spin 
the bottle, which parents 
thought was a teenage kissing 
game. Cyndi quickly ex­

plained that the only person 
kissed in the particular ver­
sion was God.

Perhaps Cyndi's most dif­
ficult time comes during the 
covered dish feature of lay 
renewal weekends. "It al­
ways takes some dedication 
for me to go ahead with the 
clown act," she confesses, 
"because the food is always 
terrific and with my clown 
make-up on, it doesn't taste 
so good."

But she feels it's worth it 
for fried chicken to taste like 
greasepaint if she can have 
some impact on the kids' 
lives. "I don't care how long 
they remember me," she says, 
"as long as they remember 
the things I teach them."

On Saturday nights during 
lay renewal weekends, Cyndi 
holds a candlelight service 
with quiet prayer. And when 
she tells the story of Jesus' 
death, none of the children 
is wiggly.

The lay renewal activities 
take much of Cyndi's time. 
But she lov<$ it. She made 
her first plane flight for one 
meeting and still enjoys the 
travel.
N/leanwhile, the junior at 

Mercer University in Atlanta 
carries a full load of classes 
in elementary education and 
drama; teaches a drama class 
for first and second graders 
two days a week.

And is employed weekdays 
from noon to early evening, 
"as a full-time nanny." And 
that's probably her favorite 
activity of all.

Three years ago the moth­
er of six children died. Cyn­
di's minister of education at 
First Baptist Church, Cham­
blee, Ga., asked if she would 
help the family for a week. 
Cyndi agreed. Three years 
later, she's still helping.

The children's father, Bob 
Brown of Atlanta, recalls be­
ing a little worried at first. 
Cyndi was only 17 and he 
wondered, "At her age, can 
she handle it?"

But today he says, "Cyndi 
came in the first day and 
took over—not in a domina­
ting way—with love and kind­
ness."

When she began, the 
youngest child was only two 
years old. Michael is now 
five—his friends call Cyndi 

rS J"ma|SeLbeli<'Cyndi calls him .5 be oth„
five "hers," and .-ies pjc
lures of all six ir. billfSd 
"h'r„e ,mos‘ »om« 
of 20 have ph- of
friends. ’

Cyndi also doe ... h0US(.
work, cooks meal >d chauf
feurs the kids to h things
as doctor, de ,t--and
baseball practice -he even
invites friends f. Michael 
when she takes h fishing

To the oldest Id, Beth 
Ann, 15, Cyndi is v >re like a 
big sister. "It was I ard to be 
authoritative at fir i," recalls 
Cyndi. "I just wantt J them to 
like me." But nov. she has 
them rotating chores like a 
veteran, or "better," says 
Cyndi's own mother, Mrs 
Brenda Bowman of Atlanta 
"She always wanted to run 
an orphanage."

The Brown family is Cath­
olic, Cyndi says, and they 
attend mass every Sunday 
Brown adds that Cyndi has 
had a "super (Christian) in­
fluence on the children." 
Cyndi's a miracle of pa­

tience, says one friend. "Who 
else would attempt to serve 
fondue to six kids?" But 
what looks like bedlam to an 
outsider is just her way of 
making children and adulfs 
feel comfortable in being 
themselves, says Cyndi.

It's one of the traits that 
has led the HMB's Hardin to 
describe Cyndi as a good 
example of the potential of 
the laity" in Christian wit­
ness. "She has heard a call 
to a specific ministry and has 
translated that call into a 
wide-ranging ministi with­
in her own church, immu­
nity, vocational direc on and 
denominational invol . ment. 
he says.

Bob Brown adds th t Cyn­
di's attitude makes T and 
her friends welcome ito his 
home at any time—: >t just 
during "babysitting" hours 
"If you think the you; ;er set 
is not worth a flip," ' says, 
"meet Cyndi and chan eyour 
mind.

"Sh«» is one great voting 
lady." •

Women in Missions:
Declining opportunities 
in a time of 
increasing need

Baptists have continued to say to young women, If the Lord leads you, come into missions.’ But there are few 
places for them to serve. Somebody has to develop more opportunities. .." • by Elaine Furlow

Touchton is photo librana- for th* 
HMB’s Audiovisuals Dr rim*”1 

and a journalism student at -eoW1 
State University.
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When Brenda Buckner graduated from Southern seminary 
with a master of divinity degree in June, 1975, she sent out 
40 letters looking for a job working with the aging.

Brenda got 40 replied, all of them negative. Including, after 
several letters back and forth, the "no" answer from the Home 
Mission Board. T

Buckner, soft-spoken but firmly committed, is not bitter 
about her answer from the HMB. "I have no hostile feelings 
about the way I was treated, no animosity. I feel I was treated 
fairly, especially by Cecil (Etheredge, director of Missionary 
Personnel Department).

"I have interpreted the series of events to mean I was not to 
work for the Board right now. I'm not ready for them or 
they’re not ready for me, or something."

It's that "or something" that sticks in the throat.
Because of lack of openings and money, lack of acceptance 

by loca; and state leaders, or "something," well-qualified sin­
gle w. men eager to serve und?r joint appointment by the 
HMB >nd a state convention often find that door to service 
shut t ght.

Ye: he number of qualified single women, especially those 
with laster of divinity (M.Div.) or theology degrees, is in- 
creas g. Female M.Div. candidates at Southern seminary 
have ipled since 19?2. Southwestern records the highest 
numl r of female M.Div. candidates ever.

Ar he women trying to prove something?
Su ?parks, a recent M.Div. graduate from Southern, says, 

I d< i think I'm doing this because it's different, but be- 
caus< t's what I've been called to do."

W n, after several months of job-hunting, she was still 
uner loyed, she said, "My anger is not directed at individ­
uals. ut at society, in which the roles are so ingrained."

A cent Southwestern graduate, who worked for a while 
>0 st e student work but found it unsatisfactory, recalls, "I 
•bl t establish myself as a person and a female. 1 was not 
trea> 1 as a person there. I would say to myself, 'Try to be ob- 
icctr , go on back in there, try again.' But now I don't know 
>f l'n villi ng to be that sadistic to myself. I may just go ahead 
and ach school.

“I link no Southern Baptists need what I have to offer."

J-ck Redford, as head of the HMB's Church Extension 

department has visited and spoken at most Southern 
Bapt t seminaries, says, "To me, it is just heartbreaking. In

the seminaries I've talked at, I see girls itching to get out there 
and do something These mobs are coming up through our 
seminaries. But many leaders are oblivious to it "

"We have continued to say to young men and women. If 
the Lord leads you, come into missions,' " says Carolyn 
Weatherford, WMU executive secretary "Then there's no 
place. We're neglecting to provide them opportunities S<»mr 
body has the responsibility to develop more awareness " ।

Cecil Etheredge of the HMB says his staff is interviev\|ing 
more single women who are studying theology "They are 
saying to us, 'We want bona fide places of service,'" he 
reports.

"Then we look at our record. For example, last year we did 
not appoint a woman who was single in the missionary cate­
gory at all. Only three were appointed in the missionary asso­
ciate category, and four for US-2 and four for student intern­
ships (In 1974, three single women were appointed full mis­
sionary; in 1973, six.)

"But when we started looking at places where the single 
womah can serve today, to be honest, it doesn't look very 
good.'i

Brenda Buckner, now ordained and serving as minister of 
education at Mars Hill Baptist Church, N.C., says she had to 
deal with her job-hunting frustration "pretty much on my 
own. I stood it pretty well until graduation. Then I came home 
with nothing, to live with my parents. I continued to write let­
ters. June to October, I hit rock bottom, being jobless in a 
terrible economic situation.

"I had made my decision, and here I was faced with the 
results of my option. It didn't help to lash out."

She considered any role that allowed her to begin a minis­
try with aging. She has approached ordination "on the basis 
of context of a particular ministry," feeling it would en­
hance ministry, not be "an ego trip. Being ordained would be 
more a personal experience in dedication. 1 would like my 
home church to sanction my ministry—say to the association, 
the state, rest of the world—Brenda is one of us, but has been 
set apart for the ministry."

She insists, however, that she's not "waving the banner for 
a cause. Now I pass the ammunition rather than fire .1 pre­
fer that role. 1 see my impact on an individual level.

"It is hard to admit there are barriers to this because of 
something you had nothing to do with—your gender.

And the barriers do exist. <
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A Southwestern M.Div. student recalls meeting a male 
classmate:

"Well, how are you liking the RE program?" he said, as­
suming she was in the religious education program

"I'm not in RE," the woman replied.
"Oh. How are you liking music?"
"I'm not in music, either," she replied, a little vexed by his 

assumptions. "I'm in theology.
"Theology! What are/you doing in there?"
A student at another seminary says she feels the adminis­

tration's stance is "Wb1l let you in (theology), but keep it 
quiet. Don't tell anyonft."

"Something's haywire if the Lord's telling 
so many to prepare for service, and 
nothing’s available," says the HMB's Redford.

And barriers are there when women do find jobs. A 

seminary graduate recently hired by a large association 
tells of walking into her first meeting of the associational staff.

"You'll be the secretary," the chairman told her.
Another graduate who had encountered resistance fro^a 

local pastor v^as patient for several weeks, then finally told 
him bluntly, "You know as well as I that half our good Baptist 
men are threatened by women because they're not whole 
persons thdfiselves."

Such frank responses aren't common, at least in public. But 
a certain fierce determination does pervade the thinking of 
some graduates.

"I'm not emotionally tied up in the fact that I'm a woman," 
says one, "I'm going to do what I want to do in this world. If 
Baptists want it, fine. If Baptists don't want me, that's their 
problem."

However, most women looking for jobs want to work with­
in the SBC structure. "I want to see it done in church," says 
one. I think I m called to do my ministry in church. For me 
it's a search. Where can 1 fit in?"

Something is haywire if the Lord's telling so many to pre­
pare for Christian service, and then the places are not avail­
able," says the HMB's Redford

"I don't think the fault is with the Lord, that the Lord 
speaks out of both sides of his mouth," says Sarah Frances 
Anders, sociology professor at Louisiana College

In the HMB structure, the Christian Social Ministries De­

partment counts 63 single women under appointment—the 
most of any department Most are in the "missionary" cate­

gory, that is, meeting fully all educational and experience 
requirements.

Says CSM staff member Beverly Hammack, "Probably 
we've heard so much negative that we don't realize that there 
«rr opportunities for the single person. But the response is 
limited because the budget'^ limited. New positions are rela­
tively few. What we're doing is really filling vacancies."

The HMB has 121 missionary positions now open. About 
30 are in CSM, and about 5 or 6 of those are in Hammack's 
area, the Northeast. But just because 121 jobs are open and 
dozens of women are looking doesn't mean the two will—or 
should—match up. The empty positions might mean "the 
states aren t ready, says Hammack, "or they're waiting on 
a director of missions to come in before they employ that per­
son."

'•minary 
ne jobs 
’•I appli- 

.■en. The 
om per- 

■’ysically 
■ Board

t placed 
t." says 
’’m unity 
• be that

■ial level, 
church.
in a lot

Not all of the 121 positions are ones that rec 
graduates—single females or males—could fill 
require more experience or different skills. And 
cants understand the type job the HMB does ha . 
CSM Department, for example, often gets inquir. 
sons who work with the mentally retarded ar 
handicapped, and they can't understand wh« 
doesn't specialize.

But CSM workers appointed by the HMB are . 
at a center or on an associational level. "At a c 
Hammack, "they must work across the whole 
with every age group—many applicants do not lik 
flexible.

"Someone in aging could work in the associat.. 
but never just in aging. They have to work with . 
producing a program that will meet community nt- 
of different areas."

When a new missionary's expectations don't n.„«„ llir 
reality of a Bronx slum or Puerto Rican culture, it cat. be frus­
trating.

"They want a position which gives them prestige and pro­
fessionalism, as well as a place to express God's ull," savs 
Hammack. "Then they get out on the mission field, and they 
don't get a lot of back-patting, they don't get a lot of volun­
teers; their support is something they have to build It's frus­
trating. We've lost some top flight girls who just said, This 
isn't what I thought it was going to be '

Yet with determination, a dedicated single woman can turn 
such a challenge into a situation that does match her expecta­
tions—and those of the HMB department and state which 
employ her.

One example is Suzanne Coyle, a church extension spe­

cialist in Philadelphia. Coyle has been chaplain at the 
Central YMQA for two years. Her salary comes through the 

HMB s Church Extension Department, and she is one of three

Seminary graduate, Brenda Buckner, sent out 40 job 
inquiries and got 40 negative replies. She reasoned.

"It didn't help any to lash out."

-nde w> -en receiving funds from that department.
5 Coyle, ho graduated from Princeton Theological Semi­
nary wit jn ^.Div. in June, worked part-time during the 
school y rs< full-time >n summers. During school, the red- 
haired K >tucky native commuted from Princeton, about 50 
miles aw to the gray, 24-story YMCA building in down­
town Ph ’delphia. She drew her congregation—at first only 
four, th' later, up to 15—from the 450 persons who live in 
the Y's all sparse rooms, painted an institutional gray

"They want a position with prestige and 
professionalism, as well as a chance to 
express God's call," says Bev Hammack.

Men like balding, friendly Al Kruzburz, attend regular­

ly. Kruzburz, a Navy veteran, is one of Suzanne's 
self-appointed bodyguards, walking her to her car when she 

leaves late at night.
Dorothy Goldberg, whose hobby is making doll clothes, 

often sits on the back row. Marie-Louise Coma—"Mom" for 
short—comes when she can get a break from her responsibili­
ties in charge of the Y's clubs and TV room. >

For months, Coyle had invited a man named Joe, who al­
ways sat on the same bench in the lobby. Joe always turned 
her down, but one Sunday Suzanne noted he had changed 
benches—to one within hearing distance of the chapel "He 
won't go inside, but it's a small victory."

At first, some in the association were dubious about the Y 
ministry "There was concern for a woman in the city at night, 
but this was just the tip of the iceberg," says pastor-director 
Jim Pope. The concern was valid; IFK Plaza across the street 
record nightly muggings, for instance

"Some church people found it very hard. They liked me 
personally, but they hated the idea of my being a minister," 
says C >yle. Some were concerned about other things. Now 
most : .stors and lay people have swung around to strong 
suppo And so have Y administrators.

"In iany ways the Y is like an extended family," says 
Coyle

Th' men and women do think of Coyle as their minister, 
and t! t's important to her. She recalls a hospital visit during 
her fs t summer that cemented that impression.

It isn't visiting hours, but I was talking to this man from 
the \ .ho was in the hospital. The doctor came in and said, 
Who re you?' The man I was visiting had never been to any 
of oi. services, but spoke up immediately in my defense:

" 'f e's my minister, doc.' "
Co e often counsels residents in her green-walled office, 

as ed noises of city traffic float through an open window. 
Talk >oth in and out of the office have opened her eyes to 

■nces some seminary students seldom see.
"In i pastoral care class once, they were talking about 

onus il cases—suicide, homosexuality, things like that. I 
thou it, 'That's an average weekend at the Y.' "

Jui because it's average doesn't mean Coyle has always 
been eady to cope with such experiences. One February, 
5he 1 gan visiting a resident named Sharon who j»ad cancer. 
“Ifel so inadequate to deal with that. I kept thinking, 'Why 
me, od? Why not a nice job like the rest of the people at 

ary have?' commuea

women in missions:

Harris
After Kentucky mountain missionary Freeda Harris 
was saved in 1945, she remembers, "1 just wasn't satis­
fied with my beautician's job.

"God gave me a burden for the children "
That burden began 27 years of mission work in Hel- 

lier, Ky. a small mountain community that thrives or 
dies with the coal industry.

Since 1962, Harris has directed weekday ministries 
at Marrowbone Baptist Center—work that involves two 
hours daily of crisscrossing the mountainside in a van 
to pick up children and adults for clubs and for Monday 
night Bible study. Harris hauls around 125 each week 
She also makes two trips on Sunday for the Marrow­
bone Baptist church where she teaches a Sunday School 
class.

A different age group meets in the Baptist center 
each day, from youth to primaries. The program usually 
includes a Bible study, singing, a game-or two Wednes­
day's mothers' club draws women from the hollows 
for Bible study, sewing and socializing.

FrfeJa Harm

Widowed in 1960, Harris has related well to 

the community as a single missionary. "I 
guess since this has been my home, it's been no prob­

lem," she explains. "Everybody here knows me and 
knows what I can do."

Harris plans to retire at the end of the year to take 
full-time care of her ailing 88-year-old mother As much 
as possible, she hopes to keep working with GAs and 
RAs. "It's an important age to teach missions," Harris 
believes. "You never know what one child can do. 
They're important in God's eyes."

Her greatest concern now is for someone to take over 
the work when she steps down. "There's no one perma­
nent in sight yet. But I know God's going to work it out 
some way."

—Patti Benton
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HMB church extension strategists 
believe women dan contribute to 
beginning new congregations because 
"they don't have a pulpit complex."

in their i

beards 
lain wc

in some
"I un< 

says, "T 
persons dr

However, to Coyle, being single is not
minister, "It concerns others more than

"I can be a woman without being, married, thoui 
ably will get married and have a family. I'm not call 
nun—I'm Southern Baptist." □ 
church, 
phia. Be 
Coyle f< .........................

But she wasn't totally pessimistic’about her future, and , 
r the HMB's Quentin Lockwood sensed in Ker "the initiative, 

drive and discipline, the things you really are looking for in 
any kind of person—be it pastor or anything else." 1 ’

So convinced was he and others in the Church Extension 
Department that "Suzanne could be used to build a church" 
that Coyle has been appointed missionary associate. She will 
work to start fellowships in the downtown area around the Y. 
It's a task Jim Abernathy, director of Delaware Valley Asso­
ciation, which sponsors the YMCA ministry, hopes could 
springboard into a church-type chapel. Three major hotels 
are nearby, row houses and apartment buildings stretch to 
the north. Yet the nearest Southern Baptist church is 20 min­
utes away.

Lockwood's hopeful, too, that Coyle could set a trend for 
appointment of more women to work in church extension. 
"We emphasize small groups in beginning new work, like 
Bible study fellowship meetings in homes.

"One problem we face is so often we send a man into an 
area and say, 'The thing we want you to do is just have a lot 
of these little fellowships, here and there and everywhere you 
can.' Sometimes because of his preacher complex, a man gets 

^.a small group and first thing you know he's not comfortable 
^•without a pulpit and he's starting a church prematurely."

Redford, head of the HMB's Church Extension Department, 
ays he's found women will take more time to do the ground- 
ork, the necessary cultivation. "And the life or death of 

most new missions is in cultivation."

Sue Spurts interviewed with the HMB's Ken Brooks about a job.

I he steady, patient nature of church growing is seen in 
I the no-nonsense approach of Edith Lawrence, director of 

church extension for New England. Lawrence, who has been 
a charter member of five New England churches, is helping 
Ater own church, Judson Memorial, begin its first mission. In 
■er job, she travels up and down the rolling New England 
highways, talking and listening to pastors of the small, usual­
s’ struggling Southern Baptist churches. Her main task is 
Kmnecting needs and solutions.
■ A few years ago, for instance, a Maine pastor worked in his 
Sailer/chapel each day while his wife took care of small chil- 
■ r Continued
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dren. The pastor was frustrated because he needed to visit 
instead of being at the chapel all day. Lawrence lined up a 
Christian Service Corps worker, a nurse who got a job in a 
nearby hospital. She worked in the chapel four hours a day, 
which freed the pastor to visit.

A Connecticut church wanted to start an apartment house 
Bible study, but was unsure how to invite people. Lawrence 
helped them with survey Uteas?Tnduding demonstrating tele­
phone calls, to show them how.

"They could fire all of us and the pastors wouldn't care," 
says a friend and fellow^ worker. "But if Edith were to go, the 
pastors would be up in arms. She's the backbone of this 
work."

The HMB's Redford says, "Edith is like the old proverb, 
'Wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove.' She had 20 years in 
the Navy, and she knows how to work with men."

Suzanne Coyle, Princeton Theological Seminary grad, 
commuted 50 miles to her Y.M.C.A. "church" in Philadelphia.

Lawrence, who became a Christian toward th j oj 
Navy stint, says the first baptism she ever saw . erow 
Friends had invited her to a Billy Graham crus.i. hen she 
was stationed in New Orleans. The Connecticu ;ive had 
not heard a brand of gospel like that before accepted 
Christ that night and then tried to find a chun jt cam
close to the preaching which had moved her So rn r
lists fit the bill. Bip-

When she returned from the Navy, she wen South, 
western seminary. Six job offers came her way hen she 
graduated but the one that touched her was m.i by A B 
Cash of the Home Mission Board, when he talkc oout the 
director of New England association, Elmer Sizem

"Elmer Sizemore is all by himself in New I, iJnd; he 
needs help."

Lawrence moved to Framingham, Mass , in 1965. ■ J turned 
her apartment living room into her office. "There > a need 
I came to fill it," she recalls.

If there are needs today—and Lawrence believes there are- 
women could meet many as well as men can "B<u I don’t 
want to create jobs for women. I don't see the denomination 
as an employment agency, but as an equipping agency

Arkansas’ Ashcraft has spoken firmly 
for the right of women to serve.
"It’s time somebody stood up."

r

Women in other fields—Christian social ministries, 

language missions, work with .National Baptists, 
evangelism, associational missions—have been as successful 

as Lawrence. They fit no stereotype. As one said, "I don't like 
the idea that if you're a single woman in church work, you're 
a certain type of single woman. That's writing a script for my 
life that I have no choice in." Single women missionaries have 
a variety of talents and personalities.

Yet regardless of how pleased HMB departments are with 
their workers, regardless of how capable or willing women 
applicants may be, regardless of the fact they feel i >lled to 
home missions—women probably will continue to b< Jemed 
some jobs because of lack of money or lack of accepi ince by 
state and local leaders.

Since nearly all appointments by the HMB are mao jointly 
with the state in which the missionary works, bi must 
agree on the applicant. Sometimes the HMB finds ’erson 
the state rejects; sometimes the HMB won't accept . appli­
cant local forces want. In extreme cases, such attit - s can 
lead to a stalemate, with a position going unfilled fo everal 
years.

More often, however, a woman is not considered a eadily 
as a man, or a couple, because the state prefers a coi • "It's 
like getting two for the price of one," say many nv unary 
wives. And some state leaders echo that. The salar is the 
same whether the person is married or single. ,

But if it's a couple, the check is always made ou <* the 
male.

If a married male missionary dies, the woman—eve: iough 
she may be appointed as a full "riffssionary"—u‘ Uy 15 
dropped from the HMB payroll. Some women cho. e this 
route because of pressing family responsibilities. thers, 
however, hear the Board saying "We only appointed u be­
cause of your husband."

If the wife dies, the husband usually continues in h work 
Many missionary wives work at secular jobs to ma' en(^5 

meet. Ft’- husbands work at secular jobs while the woman 
carries ti brunt of the missionary assignment.

Such a tudes and experiences lead many women to think 
appointn t is "just for the husband." If he's married, that 
lustmea an extra warm body to help with the job and give 
emotion' -upport.

If a st e can't have a couple, they prefer a single man, 
espec !y if the position involves pastoral duties. One 
reason f« 1 the reluctance may be fear of ordination of wom­

en The -nectre of ordained women ministers looms large in 
•he mind-’ of many leaders. "When you start talking about 
women, immediately they turn in terms of the image of an 
ordained woman and they turn off at this point," says Lock­
wood, "even though we aren't talking about this kind of 
thing."

In a December, 1975, meeting, Cecil Etheredge indicated 
his concern about the role of women in missions to a meeting 
of state executive secretaries.

"I said, 1 want your counsel,' because we are finding fewer 
places for single women in missionary service. The only way 
a woman can serve as missionary in the homeland is to get 
married "

Etheredge felt the executives reacted mostly against the 
issue of ordination, not to the need for more places of service. 
He remembers a few shrugged shoulders, and a few—private­
ly expressed—assurances of support and concern.

Now Etheredge adds, "I want the state conventions with 
us in helping find places of service. And I'm aware that a 
state executive secretary doesn't make these decisions him­
self It's done as a team approach with pastors and churches
“It's a cooperative venture. In all the commissioning serv^ 

ices I introduce to the congregation the missionaries as being 
under joint appointment (by the HMB and the state). I think 
this is as it should be."

"I would like to believe that many more of our states are 
open than closed to the idea of women being ordained and 
serving," says Etheredge, "but I don't want us to lose sight of 
the fact that many of our women who are graduating from 
the seminary are not at all focusing on ordination as their 
primary goal They are looking for a place of Christian serv­
ice And if it includes ordination, then they want to opt for that 
freedom Let's not lose sight of the objective—that's a place 
of sere ice—and not let ordination get in the way ."

U ierstandably, most state conventions 
st *k married couples for missionaries; they 
g« two workers for the price of one salary.

Fw state executives thus far have taken a positive stand 

ublicly on the role of women in Christian service. In his 
|anu j column in the Arkansas Baptist, Charles Ashcraft, Ar- 

l^ns executive secretary, spoke firmly for the right of wom- 
^t< erve—including ordination if that came naturally from 
a wo in's commitment and her relationship with her church.

Ab raft's column brought protests from some pastors in 
Ark<> -as, but sighs of relief and "Well, it's about time some- 

tood up," from others.
n asked about the role of single women in missions, 

mos- .tate executives respond first by pointing ^>ut single 
wort n missionaries who are serving successfully in their 
state They mention experiences with effective US-2ers or 
5um. er missionaries. Conwmw

women in missions:

Farmer
When, in 1972, Verlene Farmer appeared on Okla­
homa's Langston University campus as the new Baptist 
Student Union director and religion instructor, stu­
dents and faculty reacted skeptically. "I was the first 
woman BSU director at the university," Farmer ex­
plains. "At first they froze me out —I had to prove my­
self."

Farmer's ideas for the BSU soon won approval and the 
organization evolved from a social club into a closely- 
knit group seeking depth in the Christian commitment. 
"I don't talk so much about Christianity— I try to live it 
day to day," Farmer emphasizes "Christianity is on 
trial here. The students are wondering if it works "

Responding to that need. Farmer sets an active pace 
during the week, teaching elective Bible courses, over-/ 
seeing Monday night Bible study, recruiting speakers 
for Wednesday prayer lunch and leading Thursday 
night vesper services Scattered throughout the year's 
calendar are numerous trips to missions and student 
conferences

There also is time for other needs According to

Farmer, "Even though these kids are college stu­
dents, there are so many things they didn't get at home­
like how to set a table. So I've been able to minister to 
the/whole person here "

Fprmer works hard to weave mission awareness into 
every activity.

"Blacks have been projects for so long, sometimes 
it's hard for the projects to start doing something." 
Farmer's own foreign mission career ended abruptly in 
1966 when toxic hepatitis forced her to leave a Nation­
al Baptist assignment in West Africa. After recovery 
and a short stint as an educational director in Kansas 
City, she accepted the HMB's Langston appointment 
as a missionary with the Department of Cooperative 
Ministries with National Baptists

"1 didn't understand at first why I had to come back 
from the mission field, but I've seen the Lord open this 
door for me to challenge students who are going into 
all parts of the world."

This summer, three BSU members will participate in 
student summer missions.

Farmer says she's never felt gender should be an 
issue among Christians. "I see us all as laborers to­
gether, persons that Christ could use.

"In my mind, if you're truly yielded to the Lord, you 
won't have hangups like this." •
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"]t ma no difference to us whether the missionary is a 
man or •voman," they chorus, followed immediately by a 

'°"We h ■' no problem with a woman serving here, unless 
she war I to be a pastor Then our churches would be up­
set," sav 'ne.

-We 1 e no problem; if there's an opening and a young 
ialjy is .. ahfied, okay," says Arizona's Roy Sutton. "But if 
s|>e wai rd to pastor a local church or a language church, 
that's a afferent matter. 1 know how the pastors feel and 
|m not . 'ing to get shot at more than necessary."

"Then is a strong feeling against women being ordained 
m this s ate," says another state leader.

"| haven’t tested the idea of women in a pastoral role and 
I’m not anxious to," says the executive of a midwestern state. 
I don't want to be the champion of putting a woman in a 

director of missions position, for instance, and 1 don't know 
of anyone here who does."

Another says flatly that no recommendation for a woman 
m a pastoral role will ever come out of his office. And many 
echo the leader who answered, "We don't get in the role of 
dictating to the churches. It's up to them "

Falling back on the autonomy of the local church is a 
doctrinally sound—and usually safe—answer. Yet Baptist 
leaders acknowledge they do influence churches, and often 
affect—indirectly, perhaps—the actions and attitudes of 
grassroots Baptists. They see themselves more as thermom­
eters than thermostats, however

"If a church wants or requests a woman, that might trigger 
us to do something," says Louisiana's Robert Lee. "But 1 don't 
think we'd take the initiative to send out the name of a wom­
an (for a pastoral situation)."

He points out, however, that circumstances are suchfthat 
all Baptists need to look for places where on the surface it 

seems a woman could do the job—or do the job better. We 
move with changing times. As channels of service open up, 
it's my judgment that more women will be involved."

Yet whose responsibility does it become to open channels?

“I hope no one, male or female, will use 
se> as a criterion, rather than 
co ipetence," says a woman missionary.

In I ntucky, the state board recently passed a policy that 

re. >red an administrator of the Kentucky children's home 
be an rdained minister. A female social worker was tem­

poral administering that position at the time. Mary Dan 
Kuhn a CSM missionary in New Orleans who was in Ken­
tucky ten, says "By their stand, that person and all the rest 
of us ho are female social workers, not ordained, would not 
qualit for that position."

Ku ile, director of Sellers Home, has had "every indica­
tion" ie has been treated fairly by the HMB in Atlanta, yet 
in th entire denomination, she perceives discrimination.

"T: re’s a good bit of feeling that administrative positions 
ire n ?rved for the ordained male in our denomination. Since 
Im n ther ordained nor male, I have felt my options limited.

"I »uld hope to see no one, male or female, use sex as a 
chtei >n rather than competence," she concludes• Con&nueo

Whil at Princeton, Coyle conducted chapel services.

women in missions:
Galan

/ovita Galon

Jovita Galan, daughter of Mexican migrants, has by­
passed a college degree and marriage in a ministry 
spanning 30 years in San Antonio's west side Mexican- 
American community Along the way she has influenced 
the lives of scores of persons, including San Antonio 
policeman Armando Ynostros^ and Rudy Sanchez, Bap­
tist pastor in Corpus Christi. Though she earned certi­
fication as a nurse's aide in 1970 and was offered a 
scholarship to pursue a nursing degree, Galan turned it 
down I told them I'm here, not because I want degrees, 
but because 1 want to serve the Lord."

Mornings find Galan with dark-haired children in a 
weathered school, where she emphasizes good manners 
and bilingual education Support for the kindergarten 
comes from parents' fees and her church's contributions

Afternoons, with an entree provided by her kinder­
garten children, she visits homes in the low-income 
community, often plagued by maritial problems—and 
occasional violence. She functions almost as a "com­
munity social worker," helping stabilize homes and 
counseling parents: "If you do something wrong, you 
Cannot mend a child " Her interest often draws families 
into the church

Galan's concern extends into other areas, too.

When Freddie Garcia approached her with the 
need for a Christian drug ministry, she sold her home 
as a down payment for a center. Now drug addicts from 
eight years old to 60 live in the center, sharing chores 
and fighting through withdrawal. Galan visits often, 
encouraging residents to "expect a miracle’ —the cen­
ter's slogan.

A member of San Antonio's Central Baptist for 15 
years, Galan teaches Sunday School, visits hospital 
patients, directs a choir, and pinch-hits for pastor 
Ruben Madrigal in his absence. Says Madrigal of Galan: 
"When a good Christian wants to work, it doesn't mat­
ter if it's a man or woman. If she left, 1 don't know what 
I would do."

Over the years, concerned friends have wondered if 
Galan needed a husband for protection. Galan's re­
sponse: "I have somebody to protect me. My Lord will." •
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"When you look at the market for these particular women 
(single, M.Div. graduates), it's not much," says a state execu­
tive secretary. "But a state could determine particular situa­
tions where a woman could be used —then try to fill them."

State executives often recommend the chaplaincy as an 
outlet for women. Institutional and industrial chaplaincy are 
experiencing a modest boom, and a few opportunities have 
opened in those fields?

"There is a new day in this direction, using women in minis­
try. Whoever goes into it will get hit and hammered for 
awhile," says a state executive.

"I would not want to be singled out as a great crusader," 
he goes on, "but I will state my belief on the matter, as I see it. 
Fifty years from now, these fellows who stood in the way of 
women ministering are going to be looked upon like the men 
who stood in the way of women's suffrage in that day." Yet 
this man asked his name not be used.

Other state leaders mention the responsibility of semi­
naries to take more seriously their recruitment, information 
and placement services.

Exposure is important, counsels Ohio's Ray Roberts, advis­
ing women to move into channels of service—summer mis­
sions, US-2 work, contacts with state leaders—that give state 
and local leaders chances to know them and their capabilities.

"One thing the Home Mission Board could do is help with 
information," says West Virginia's John Sneden. "Not many 
people know about the number of women coming out. This 
information needs to be disseminated."

He advises changing roles of women in missions "as rapidly 
as people are ready, instead of crusading. It is less painful that 
way, and you end with a degree of harmony."

A pusty, strident approach puts most state executives off 
Two men, whose minds were previously open, were repelled 
by forceful women who came to them "wanting ordination 
right <t^ay, demanding it, without even having a place to 
serve."

Several state leaders mention that women could find places 
of service more quickly by becoming associates in charge of 
particular ministries.

"Personally, I think the climate of churches in Illinois is 
such that they would not give serious consideration to a 
young woman as pastor," says Illinois' Jim Smith. "But that's 
up to them They might be willing to consider women as asso­
ciates, but the hang-up—the point of contention—is at the 
point of ordination, not so much the role."

However, he thinks most people who express opinions on 
the subject are "not searching the Scriptures." He and his 
division directors plan a biblical study "to conscientiously 
evaluate our position and sort out what we think."

July-Au(u*t

Most HMB leaders steer clear of the ordinatior 
talking about appointment. "Ordination is a ]<■ 
says Redford, and as far as his department i- 
"missions service is all we can talk about."

"What I would like to do is set aside a spe< 
women who we would call church extension ass<n 
ford says. Redford envisions perhaps two worn? 
in those positions, each attached to an associate 
large metropolitan area.

"When it is demonstrated that it can be done, 
states will pick it up," he says.

Needs are obvious. A study reported in the Qua- 
(JFM. 1976) on projected future demands for < 
associational staff concludes that these positions 
pated: churches—3,465 people per year; associate s 378 in 
five years with most new positions in RE or social .vork.

But some states are not yet ready to put part of • nt funds 
into concerted hiring of women.

'Several instances where we have been involved ■ usually 
has been 100 percent out of our budget," says-L xkwood 
"We get a whole different answer when we say. Well, we 
need to use some of your funds.' "

* when 
natter," 
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In 1963, an HMB leader wrote of women's 
role as a "faithful unsung heroine in some 
humble home." Have attitudes changed?

Yet sojnebody—state, local church or Convention agency- 

must set aside funds if women such as Brenda Buckner, 
Sue Sparks and others are to find places of service

And money's hard to come by.
The HMB's Language Missions Department which employs 

more missionaries than any other department, counts 4o 
single women in its total of 942 under appointment

Most teach kindergarten.
The majority of Language Missions Department mission­

aries are pastoral missionaries, serving a local ethnic church 
If a church were to call a woman as pastor, Language Missions 
Director Oscar Romo would see no problem in apj minting 
her.

'I think the ladies we have working with us have sl-wn us 
that in certain areas it is workable even now," Romo - vs. He 
mentions two situations in which a woman missionary is pas­
tor "in everything but name."

But because of the cultural tendencies of som< < thmc 
groups, Romo says appointing a single person—fe- ile or 
male—in a pastoral role would be difficult.

"I had a recent experience where I was visiting w:- lapa- 
nese, just the pastor, his wife and I. We were talkin n the 
vestibule of the church. His wife went and brought us . hair, 
but wouldn't dare sit down. This was their custon So it 
wasn't a matter of what we wanted, it was a matter what 
they wanted."

Some have criticized Romo's department for apj .nting 
few women and few Anglos. Romo has made a detaik -tuR1 
showing how many of each are employed and in wh type 
job. He maintains that in the course of his study which 
showed about 30 percent of the ^brk force being Any and 
about five percent being single women, the salaries f< both 
ethnics and single persons was considerably lower tl n for 
Anglos or for married persons.

Such figures, of course, do not reflect the education.) evels 
and experience which, in part, determine salaries. Bt they 
raise questions about discrimination in other field

Ror claims his department "has used women in many 
p| s. We have them now, and I think we have some 
vacancy where they could be used. There are special areas 

m whic: hey can make a contribution," he says. "Many of 
ourchu nes have now grown to the point where they need 
staff pc le to lead different programs—in youth, music, reli­
gious ec ation. In many instances, this would be the way to 
break tr <ugh barriers to women becoming pastors.

"]n ir-iy of these ethnic communities, the woman has a 
role to ( ‘-y. though the ethnic church may not be ready to call 
her as tke pastor."

Romo ays if his department had the finances to do it, he 
could pl-’ce about a dozen such persons around the conven­
tion in ethnic communities, four working with Spanish, for 
instance, and one with Polish young people Whether male 
or female, ethnic or Anglo, does not matter, says Romo

"If" his department had finances to do it.
But the HMB's 1977 budget has already been approved. For 

such an item to get approval in the 1978 budget, it would 
have to be a high priority.

"If the administration would buy this kind of approach,” 
says’Romo, "it would be a matter of selecting places of work 
and priorities, and making them high priorities rather than 
low priorities, so it would be funded."

But, like other departments, he does not plan to make such 
a project a high priority item.

If the HMB asked states to help bear part of the financial 
burden, Romo thinks some might balk. "I don't think that 
some of the states are ready as they lead you to believe " 

Should the HMB perhaps insist that states consider quali­
fied women?

Romo compares that to the old days when the HtyB sent 
missionaries to the Indians, footing the bill and making the 
plans itself. "The missionaries were accepted as long as we 
paid the bill," he points out. "As soon as we asked the states 
or local churches to pay the bill, they'd say, He's your mis­
sionary ' Consequently, he was never 'their' pastor" 

"In a sense, it would be a type of paternalism we would be 
practicing," he says.

"I think we would be better off in the long run if we work 
with them in the process of women becoming acceptable, and 
I think this would be over a long period of time. 1 think it's a 
mattv of getting them to go with us, of educating them to 
grow with us."

Ho’ ever, the process of education sometimes can take 
longe than anticipated. In a January, 1963, HOME MIS- 
SlOh editorial, then-Executive Director Courts Redford 
wrot on the power of women to affect mission work:

"Y । may become a Jane Addams to establish social justice 
and care for the underprivileged. You may be a Florence 
Nigl ngale to bring healing and hope and mercy in the midst 
of w and strife. You may be a Fanny Crosby to see through 
blini .1 eyes and set the whole world singing the praises of 
God

/ou may be as sacrificial as the widow who gave her 
mite i the temple or as expressive in your devotion as Mary 
whi the master commended for her love

"f wever, you will more likely be a faithful, unsung hero- 
ine , some humble home providing love and companionship 
for ievoted husband and guidance and encouragement for 
you ;rateful children."

T obvious question today is, how much have such atti­
tude changed? In 1976, if you're female, single, called to 
mis >n work—is there a place?

E eredge says, "I think we must say to all our people that 
the oung woman today, single or married, must have the 
sam freedom for Christian ministry as the Than. I think it's a 
diss, "vice to her if indeed we withhold freedom to ministry, 
from her, and offer it to a man just because history has so 
diet, -ed

women in missions:

Kube & Frisby
At Ervay Baptist Center in inner-city Dallas, HMB mis­
sionaries Joan Frisby and Delores Kube tackle the job 
of ministering to a transitional community of blacks, 
Mexican-Americans and Anglos.

With such programs as adult education, preschool 
classes, well-baby and nutrition clinics, as well as wor­
ship services and Bible study, the center draws 350 
persons each month. The women's sewing club, led by 
Frisby, "can almost get out of control with the number 
of women we have coming ", Kube, who directs youth 
clubs and adult education and supervises volunteers 
and student workers, sees a need for more evening 
activities to reach more adults

Frisby's interest in missions stems from summers 
working with GAs in WMU camps, Kube traces her 
commitment to two stints as a summer missionary at 
Ervay Center where "my interest in social work and 
missions were brought together." Both women earned 
M.R.E. degrees

loan Friiby. Dtlorn Kubr

Neither has experienced any discrimination from 

the community because of gender, although Kube 
explains, "With blacks in this community, the women 

assume much of the leadership in the homes, whereas 
in the Mexican-American culture, I sometimes have felt 
my effectiveness limited in ministering to the men.

Frisby and Kube maintain contacts with numerous 
agencies and churches. "There have been times in pre­
senting programs," Frisby recounts, "when I've felt 
that if I had been a man, perhaps some church members 
or pastors would have listened more carefully."

Kube recalls similar experiences: "Sometimes, though
I felt just as skilled and professional as men, I felt per-a 
haps being a woman caused some people not to see this 
ability in the same light as they would a man's.

"God's calling is so individualized—I don't think he 
discriminates because of gender." •
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where well-groomed
guests flash American Express 
where call girls 
flash their legs

real corporations
■ ith posh offices

where benefits of modern 
life roll off assembly lines 
where officials bribe 
politicians
suborn governments

flaunt morality
with dollars that belong 
to the people

America is
a pro football player

getting $3,000,000
for a four-year contract 

a school teacher
working a lifetime 
for $11.000 a year



merica is
a nation of paradoxes

America is Valley Forge and Kent State 
America is churches and massage parr 
America is "The Waltons" and "Maude 
America is segregationists and integrate sis 

intellectual and ignorant 
rich and poor 
black, yellow, red. white, brown peoi s

merica is good 
bad 
excellence 
evil
indifference 
and inspiration

Ar ica is everything that can help person? 
destroy themselves
or fulfill their highest dreams
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a Vietnamese refugee in Arkansas and California
a migrant worker in Florida
an Amish farmer in Pennsylvania
a shrimper in Louisiana
a businessman in Los Angeles

America is
a black child first cut by racism
a Chinese youth awarded a scholarship to UCLA
a shadow-man whimpering in a mental ward s dark 
a New Jersey girl hitting her first Little League home

America is
a Wichita housewife wheeling her grocery cart
a New York ghetto kid smoking his first joint
an old man looking for his social security check
an Atlanta iron worker walking a steel tightrope 70 stories up

For all her
Babe Ruths and Hank Aarons *
Martin Luther Kings and Jonas Salks
Betty Fords and Barbara Walterses
John Havliceks and Billie Jean Kings
Elvis Presleys and Ethel Waterses
I stand

I stand for America's people
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-A- do not stand
fbr all that America stands for .

But I do stand fqr America.
For her breathless beauty...

in a Texas prairie
clad in a spring dress of bluebonnet and Indian blanket 

in a Wisconsin forest
turned by snowflakes into a winter wonderland

in a Georgia mountainside
covered with rhododendron, wild azalea and laurel

in a Vermont lake
set among green hills like an aquamarine jewel

in a Florida beach of white sand
caressed by the ocean's warm waters.

America is Alaska's McKinley
whose north face rises 16,000 feet in icy translucence 

America is Hawaii’s Haleakala
"the house of the sun"
whose sunrise shadow stretches a thousand miles

across the Pacific



An-

An

k

* stand, too.
r the American dream
3ive me liberty or give me death"
A new nation dedicated to the proposition 

thai all men are created equal"
' he right of the people to be secure 

in their person, papers and effects 
against unreasonable searches and seizures"

ca is a mutual pledge
iat in "our lives, our fortunes, our sacred^ionor"
ve will support this nation under God
ica is "we the people



The U.S. needs 
a nation of 
Christian 
patriots, 
who love this 
land—but with 
their eyes 
wide open.

Today we proclaim the United States' opportun­
ity to have a new birth of freedom. But if this 
nation, so wrapped in her Bicentennial cocoon, 
is to experience that "new birth," her people must 
remember what America is, what she stands for— 
and what she can become under God's leadership.

Our founding fathers said that people are "en­
dowed- by the creator with certain inalienable 

/ rights, among them life, liberty and the pursuit of 
/ happiness." All men have these rights and the 
I nation that would be free must dedicate itself to 
\ giving all her citizens these rights. As long as one 

m.an is still slave to an economic system that 
denies the "American dream" to even one citizen, 
no citizen can sleep easy As long as one person is 
depersonalized by a computer-society until he or 
she becomes as cold and unfeeling as a machine 
no citizen can relax.

People are important.
They are especially important to God.
And equally important to those who call them­

selves the sons of God, the followers of Jesus 
Christ.

People are important because they are made in 
God's image; whatever hurts people, hurts God 
This is the foundation of Christian ethics and 
evangelism. And it is the forgotten foundation of 
freedom.

In spite of our success in technology, when we 
see thousands of alcoholics, drug addicts, porno 
shops, mental wards, we cannot ^Lit despair And 
wonder: is freedom worth the price?

The answer, of course, comes in our attitudes 
toward freedom. For who knows one person en­
slaved by a filthy mind who is free? One person 
hooked on drugs who is free? The only persons 
really free are those who know who they are, why 
they are here and where they are going.

This is the liberty of Christianity.
Jesus taught us not to hurt others, but to love 

everyone; he hurt none, but showed compassion 
for all. In this Bicentennial year, we need to re­
solve to do no less. And in our proclamations on 
freedom, speak with enthusiasm and joy the lib­
erating revelation: "You shall know the truth and 
the truth shall make you free."

The believer-patriot Moses, in his willingness 
to speak the truth, set the tone for the Christian 
patriot of today. Moses had tremendous pride for 
the nation of Israel. But he loved his country with 
eyes wide open. And he warned his people that 
unless they learned the lessons of their history; 
unless they understood the meaning of their pros­
perity, unless they took seriously the threat of 
their real enemies, the nation could not survive

The United States risks the same fate.

f this nation is to have "a new birth of 
freedom" it must learn the lessons of history.

Moses, in his farewell address to the Israelites, 
quoted in Deuteronomy's eighth chapter, made 
it clear "God brought them out of slavery into 
freedom," and gave them "this good land." He 
commanded them to teach their children of God's 
deliverance of them from slavery and into free­
dom.

Israel was given a law, a land and a । j-l 
broke the law, defiled the land and ,t 
They were half gone by 722 B.C. ar lsed . 
exist as a nation in 586 B.C.

U.S. history parallels Jewish hist. ,n nu. 
merous ways: The first settlers to th uerica 
continent had among them many wl 't-lieved 
God had brought them here to escape t yrannv 
of another land. Evangelical Christian-. Ive thj 
new country her first universities ar chools 
This same revivalism tamed the wild ft ier anj 
made it a fit place to live and rear chib

Yet few Americans even know the st- of the 
patriots who saved this nation, riskit- ;fe and 
fortune to make her existence possible

God has given us a law, too, but we ar • nation 
of lawbreakers. God has given us Ian. but we 
have polluted it. God has given us a lore . serve 
but we have forsaken him

We hold in derision those who "beliex. < m Cod. 
mother and country." But I would rather have 
faith in God, my country and my horn-, than in 
nothing. Better God, mother and country thana 
bottle, hypodermic needle or computer

Surely we can learn from our past. Huw could 
an infant nation with no armies, no navies, no 
credit and very few friends win a war from the 
world’s greatest power? How could a nation with 
the greatest armies, navies—the greatest wealth­
fall flat on her face in Vietnam?

We could learn from that, that it is not by 
armies and not by navies, but by my spirit, says 
the Lord."

this nation is to "have a new birth of 
freedom,' she must master the meanings of pros­
perity. Moses warned that "nation undri God 
she must always remember the source of her 
wealth and the meanings that wealth It id for 
them.

This nation, with only a small percentige ot 
world population, has half the world's b htubs. 
seven of ten miles of all railroads, and th- great­
est number of automobiles. We produ.. more 
food than our record per capita consump n can 
absorb. Our garbage cans and throw-av. s are 
commentaries on our wastefulness.

If in the midst of this wealth we say, "C ‘ capi­
talistic system did this," we sin grievou: Paul 
said to the young pastor, "Charge those > o are 
rich in the things of this world to be gem us in 
their giving and not to put their trust their 
riches " Moses felt the same way aboi that 
land" given the Israelites

God has lavished upon our nation tab ’ and 
resources: think of the intelligence of our liver- 
sities, the ingenuity of our industry, the dden 
harvest of our prairies, the treasures of ev< kind 
of mineral in our mountains. In this land iivid- 
uals have started with nothing and becoi mil­
lionaires before they were 40 All this ealth 
should make us recognize our opportu y *1' 
remedy many disgraces: substandard h sing 
hunger and unemployment are obsceniti- in J 
land that has so much.

We must find ways to share the Ar rican

dream more equitably than we have in the past. 
As stewards of all this wealth of sun, air, trees, 
flowers, natural resources, we must understand 
that "to whom much is given, much will be re­
quired "

inally, if this nation is to "have a new birth 
of fre iom," we must not trifle with the threat of 
our e -?mies.

Mi es warned the Israelites that enemies would 
await he demise of "that nation under God." But 
the al enemies were not those surrounding 
brat the real enemies were within, destroying 
the! man spirit and eating away the foundations 
of fr dom.

It asy to believe our enemies are behind the 
bon urtain or the Bamboo Curtain. But the real 
ener .*s of the qualities of life that make America 
8roa are within: corruption reaches from large 
corp ations to every state house and to Washing­
ton. lequal treatment under law sees the poor 
go t- .u| while the rich are set free with a slap on w rist; parasitic greed gnaws upon individual 
wea esses through pornography, drugs, alcohol; 
Pov< y amid affluence destroys faith in America 
as tl refuge of the poor and oppressed.

Pt aably no nation or combination of nations 
can -feat this nation in war. But these "inside 
ener ,es," if allowed to continue eating away at*' 
•he •als of our nation, will make us easy prey of 
*he me things that have laid other empires and 
natu is in the dust of antiquity.

"Judgment must begin at the house of God." 
This nation can never experience renewal until 
the spiritual forces of the nation experience re­
newal. Cultural religion, putting on a public dis­
play but having no moral fiber, no ethical courage, 
no spiritual resources, will only make the charade 
look more glossy But less solid, without sub­
stance or impact on the nation's life and health.

Every believer and every religious institution 
and organization in this land must recommit to 
moral and spiritual values. Responsibility for 
national renewal rests upon churches and Chris­
tians.

Every person must be evangelized with a gospel 
of God's love—justice incarnate in Jesus Christ. 
Each Christian life must reflect the morality 
Christ commanded in his teachings on the moun­
tainside:

"Happy are the pure in heart
"Happy are the merciful."
His happiness for men and nations must be pro­

claimed from every pulpit and evidenced in every 
Christian life. If it is, then perhaps our national 
Bicentennial celebration will culminate in a land 
"happy because God is Lord."

And, indeed, this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom. •

As long as j 
one person is 
depersonalized 
by a computer 
society until 
he becomes as 
unfeeling as 
machines, no 
one can relax.

This material on this and the preceding 13 pages re­
places Evangelism Neu», a bi-monthly feature of HOME 
MISSIONS which goes to a limited portion of the HM 
audience Because of the special nature of this month's 
Evanghsm News topic, the HMB's Evangelism Section 
has presented it to the entire HM readership. John Hav- 
lik, author of the material, is director of Evangelism 
Development, HMB, and author of several books on 
evangelism, including Old Wine in New Bottles.
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movement?
Charismatics are emerging Irani
SBC closets in surprising 

numbers: divided In/ tongues, can 
non-iliari. 'Hufiis and charismatics 
lind common ground at the cross?

by Tim Nicholas
photography by Knolan Benfield

The minister raises his hands above his head and 
begins to pray. I he congregation joins in, hands 
raised; some sing melodiously, others speak incan­
tations ranging from "Hallelujah, praise the lord, 
to the beginnings of a chant, to unintelligible mur- 
murings. After minutes, on cue from the minister, 
the piano stops it, arpeggios and the sounds fade 
gradually to silence.

I hus goes the newest addition to Baptist liturgy: 
singing in the Spirit.

And as a practice, it symbolizes one of Southern 
Baptists most controversial, least understood is­
sues: the growing charismatic movement of SBC 
churches and individuals, for wherever "singing in 
the Spirit manifests itself, it becomes the center of 
a whirlwind of doubt, fear, name-calling, arrogance, 
uneasiness, pain.

lew issues have been so instantly inflammatory.
Associations have been disrupted and churches 

barred from fellowship; churches have been torn 
apart; individuals, including pastors, have had their 
intelligence and their ( hristianity questioned, 
doubted, denied.

Savs one director of missions: " I his is a hot issue 
and people are in trouble about it every time you 
turn around. I don't want to be quoted because I 
don't want to he the next one to get the ax."



Basically, a 
charismatic is 
one who has had 
"the baptism 
of the Holy 
Spirit...

And reports a newspaper of one small-town Bap­
tist church: "In the past month. Baptists here have 
had a Holy Week service interrupted by a fist fight, 
have held a congregational vote under the watchful 
eye of the police, have had church records stolen 
from the home of the church treasurer and have split 
into two camps led by rival groups of deacons." 
Thesepva]_groups were charismatics and non-charis- 
matfcs.

And though such open confrontation has been rare 
safar, the existence of Southern Baptist charismatics 
is (widespread, growing—and, to many, threatening.

Lyle Schaller, a church consultant for Yokefellow 
Institute, believes there may be several hundred 
thousand charismatics in U.S. religious denomina­
tions. And that, if they are not accepted into full 
fellowship by their peers, they could "combine to be 
a separate denomination" that would be among the 
nation's largest.

Baptist leaders estimate the SBC has from 20 to 
200 charismatic churches. Of 34 directors of mis­
sions selected at random, representing 1,500 
churches from coast to coast, only seven told HOME 
MISSIONS researchers they know of no charismatic 
churches or individuals. Five had charismatic 
churches within the association; others had had 
charismatic churches that withdrew or were barred 
from fellowship.

On the basis of the survey, at least 100 SBC 
churches are charismatic, with at least 10,000 active 
charismatics among the SBC's 12.5 trillion church 
members. But a charismatic leader insists at least 
that number of charismatics are members of 
"underground" prayer groups in non-charismatic 
churches.

That such a relative few have become so enmeshed 

in controversy seems perplexing, but also obvious. 
Recent examples:

Beliefs concerning the gifts of the Holy Spirit were 
brought into direct question by several Baptist asso­
ciations in October when six churches were barred 
from fellowship by four associations in three states.

Dallas (Tex.) Baptist Association "disfellow- 
shipped" Beverly Hills and Shady Grove Baptist 
churches. Cincinnati (Ohio) Association refused to 
seat Oak Hills and Sayler Park churches. And in 
Louisiana, Trenton Association withdrew fellowship 
from Claiborne church in West Monroe, Plaquemines 
Association disfellowshipped Empire Church, Em­
pire.

More recently. Harmony Baptist Association in 
California withdrew fellowship from College Heights 
Baptist Church, Ventura, "over the church's char­
ismatic involvement, cooperation with neo-Penta- 
costal groups and acceptance of non-Baptist bap­
tism (alien immersion)."

Another association, Union of Houston, Tex., 
branded the charismatic movement as being "of the 
devil." And Rogers Association of northeast Okla­
homa called it heresy.

Wide^iread enlistment efforts are also reported. 
Such organizations as Praise the Lord and Christian 
Broadcasting Network, the Full Gospel Business­
man s Fellowship International, Logos International 
and, until the recent death of its founder, the Kath­
erine Kuhlman Foundation, actively recruit Baptists 
and others to help espouse the "spirit-filled life." 
But defining what that means has been difficult. 

even for those who classify themselves 
matic."

Basically, a charismatic is one who ide. 
self as charismatic. Most often, he clain 
religious experience, apart from "convers> 
is known as "the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
ismatic also believes all gifts of the Hoh 
operable today.

charis-

-■s him- 
special 
which 

'•echar- 
irit are

Howard Conatser of Dallas' Beverly Hills church 
pastors a charismatic congregation of 4,000 members.

But charismatics disagree on other points, some 
feel they may have the "baptism of the Holy Spirit” 
without it being manifested in speaking in tongues; 
others say the baptism must include the tongues ex­
perience.

Most non-charismatic Southern Baptists have re­
acted to charismatics in their midst with skepticism, 
at best. Tolerance of the new attitudes has been over­
whelmed by the angry rhetoric of the intolerant, but 
the view of one director of missions may indii te the 
charismatic's best hope:

"We all agree it is a divisive issue, that it n ist be 
dealt with patiently and with love. Sometimes e can 
do more harm acting hastily." 

leanwhile, the movement—by whatever efini- 
tion—continues to grow. This month in Dal' -, the 
first national Southern Baptist charismatic nfer- 
ence will convene. Previous meetings ha\ been 
regional fellowship conferences.

At one of these, held in Louisville in Februa 815 
people packed a final session "for those wh< arn- 
estly desire that the Fruit of the Spirit an'd the pint- 
ual Gifts be manifested as they live their lives inder 
the Lordship of Jesus."

Roy Lamberth, pastor of h^et church Trinit Bap­
tist of Fern Creek, said, "A lot of people are < ming 
into a deeper dimension of the Spirit's work . 1 we 
are just trying to get them together for insp> tion, 
fellowship and encouragement of one anothe

The conference featured a dozen chan natic 
ministers, all Southern Baptist and most gra^1 iates

of Sout n Baptist seminaries. Sessions offered in­
vitation o those suffering from any sickness to 
come h ard f°r PraYer an^ anointing with oil.

At th rst evening session those seeking the Bap­
tism of Holy Spirit were invited to join the minis­
ter in - study; about 20 came. Later, several 
emerge with tears streaming down their faces, 
others n in arm.

Don I master, pastor of West Lauderdale Baptist 
Church • t. Lauderdale, Fla., recalls: "We prayed a 
very si' pie prayer, 'Dear God, 1 know that I'm 
saved, b- cause you saved me. I know that Jesus lives 
in my heart. Now I want to ask you to fill me with 
your Sp«nt, baptize me in the Spirit, release the Spirit 
within me.' In the conclusion of that prayer, 1 said, 
Now I just want you to say, "Thank you, Lord, for 
having filled me with your Spirit." And the basis for 
thanking God is in the Scripture where it says that if 
you ask. God will do it. Therefore, the conclusion 
has to be that because you've asked. Cod has done 
it.'"

Services ran two and three hours. Each opened 
with an ^our of songs. Some individuals occasionally 
reverted to tongues; many, eyes closed, hands raised, 
cried unabashed tears.

Speaking in tongues was not emphasized And 
many charismatics, in fact, say tongues speaking is 
rare in worship services. But most acknowledge its 
presence is among the most divisive issues in the 
charismatic movement

\et its adherents claim it has given vitality to their 

Christian life and a new sense of awareness of the 
Holy Spirit. Says Roy Lamberth, "1 was almost ready 
to leave the ministry, not because of problems, but 
because I wasn't finding the satisfaction or the ful­
fillment that I knew ought to be there.

"So one day in prayer I said, 'Lord, 1 need some­
thing 1 don't have.' I heard the voice of God inside 
me—impressions inside—say, 'Why don't you let me 
fill you with the Holy Spirit?' "

More ;han 800 people attended a regional charismatic conference in Louisville; a national meeting is set.

Don Lemaster of Ft. Lauderdale experienced "de­
feat in my ministry" but his relations with Pente­
costals—whom he felt "put off by"—kept him from 
"allowing God to operate the gift of tongues" in him.

Later, while pastoring in Indiana, another Baptist 
who had had the charismatic experience led Lemas­
ter through the same prayer he eventually used at 
the Louisville conference, and Lemaster began 
speaking in tongues.

When visited by the pulpit committee from the West 
Lauderdale church, Lemaster explained his belief in 
the gifts. They called him anyway, he says, but when 
he began to preach this, nearly 50 percent of the 
congregation left. "We lost back to 70," he recalls 
"From that number in 1968, we've grown to about 
600 in morning worship services."

What happened to Lemaster, however, has not 
been uncommon when the charismatic issue surfaces 
in an SBC church. Either non-charismatics filter out, 
the pastor is asked to leave—or the church splits

Despite a majority vote of support, Roy Lamberth 
left Fern Creek First Baptist because of continued 
agitation Now Trinity, his new church, has split 
over a related issue, "discipling—that is, submitting 
one's self entirely to a spiritual leader."

About 75 percent of Oak Hills' church members 
left after pastor Allen Falls related his charismatic 
experience. His entire board of deacons resigned 
"They ail hugged me and told me they loved me," 
recalls Falls. "There was no argument, no bitter­
ness, no hostility."

But often such things do erupt A month’after a 
splft in the Shady Grove church in Dallas, the church 
building burned to theground The pastor, Olen Grif- 
fing, says arson was suspected But no charges were 
filed

Each of the associations that had charismatic con­

frontations in October had experienced fomenting 
problems for several years But all had resisted any

"We must 
deal with 
charismatics 
with love and 
patience; we 
can do harm 
acting too 
hastily."
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"I just want 
you to say. 
'Thank you. 
Lord, for 
having filled 
me with your 
Spirit.."

action until complaints became so heated the issues 
could not be ignored longer

Back in 1970, "we received complaints against the 
Beverly Hills Baptist Church," says Robert McGin­
nis, director of missions for Dallas Association, "that 
their services were Pentecostal; they had healing 
and declared people healed, and were speaking in 
tongues"

The association's credentials committee questioned 
Beverly Hills' pastor Howard Conatser at length, 
"ar^d he did not present anything at that time we 
could not accept," recalls McGinnis.

Then five Beverly Hills deacons preferred charges 
in 1972, but again the credentials committee did not 
act, "because we wanted to give the church every 
opportunity to prove it was not Pentecostal. Howard 
said they were not," says McGinnis.

More charges came in 1973, but still no action 
"In 1974 we passed a resolution asking them to re­
frain; if they could not, to withdraw voluntarily. The 
resolution did not mention any church by name, but 
was for charismatics," says McGinnis.

In 1975, the association finally took action. "The 
charges included disruption of fellowship," says Mc­
Ginnis "Possibly nothing would have ever been done 
if they had stayed within their local church. Where 
we became concerned after six years was when they 
started missionizing our churches, with monthly 
Saturday night youth fellowships out at the Bronco 
Bowl (an amphitheatre rented by the church). They 
were sending letters to all our churches inviting the 
kids. Well, these young people were going out there 
from our churches, getting involved and going back 
to their churches saying, 'What's wrong with our 
church? We're not doing that stuff.'

"The credentials committee voted to recommend 
we withdraw fellowship from churches in the charis­
matic movement. We sent out cards to churches ask­
ing for their stance," says McGinnis.

Churches were to circle the correct response to 
applicable statements:

• Our church has (Not) officially endorsed and 
does (not) practice glossolalia (speaking in tongues).

• Our church has (not) offically endorsed and 

does (not) practice 'so-called' faith heali 
a person is declared to be healed "

Only two churches indicated they w. 
Beverly Hills and Shady Grove. Their p, 
explaining their churches' viewpoints. B( 
they practiced glossolalia and believed n 
ing, but neither "declared people healed

Conatser wrote, "1 can remember m 
stance of publicly declaring a person h. 
was some four years ago after praying t 
of one of our deacons who was to unde; 
for a tumor After prayer 1 felt $ definit■ 
God to tell her she was healed. 1 annour. 
the church. After requesting additional 
trace of the tumor was found, surgery w.i 
and she was dismissed from the hospital

Shady Grove, which had had several 
against it, never was accused of luring ax 
bers of other churches, which was the pnn ry prob 
lem with Beverly Hills, according to McGii-ns ’Gnf- 
fing says, "We weren't sucked into operating through 
the Holy Spirit because of Beverly Hills but our 
ouster was probably greatly affected by the ouster 
of Beverly Hills.

"We'd not caused disruption, not done solicitation 
We could have come out here and jumped ex ery pew 
rolled on the floor, frothed at the mouth and barker 
like dogs, and if it hadn't been for the problem, 
with Beverly Hills, we would still be in the associa­
tion."

1 which

wolved 
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■ h heal-1

'»ne in- 
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he wife 
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ancelled
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During the meeting which ousted the two 
churches, a substitute motion to allow the xhurche, 
to remain in the association was presented While 
warning charismatics to keep their practices within 
their* own churches, the statement said, "We ac­
knowledge that the gifts of tongues and healing are 
validated by the New Testament as legitimate gifts 
of the Holy Spirit." The measure's sponsors argued 
this did not endorse the charismatic movement, but 
the statement failed, 608-401

The resolution barring the two churches read, in 
part, ".. have openly practiced the present-dav 
phenomena of glossolalia and public faith h< aling in 
which people are declared healed, exercise which 

mark a heal departure from what Southern Bap­
tists h>> historically believed are valid biblical gifts 
and des nes, thus indicating that they are in doc­
trinal < r 3nd are no longer in harmony with our 
histori* iptist practices . .."

N'eitl charismatic pastor attended the associa- 
tional । ting. Conatser was at a speaking engage­
ment i tfing says he had stopped going because of 
ridicule 1 had one brother come by me and clasp 
his han under his chin in a sign of prayer; another 
said, 'H J onto your tongues.' I quit because of that 
type tf < "

Both onatser and McGinnis believe the church 
and as- lation were helped by the ouster. Conatser 
says B< *'rly Hills gained sympathy and McGinnis 
,ays si- ne churches came in from the periphery of 
associa1 >nal life.

Conatser, who leads a church of 4,708 members, 
baptized 411 persons in 1975, a number second only 
m the -tate to W A Criswell's Dallas First, which 
had 430 Conatser plans to expand the church's work 
all over the city.

At the same time the Dallas association was tak­

ing its anti-charismatic actions, Claiborne church in 
West Monroe, La., was also being disfellowshipped

Iulian Brandon, pastor of Claiborne and sponsor 
of the meeting at which Conatser spoke, wasn't pres­
ent when the vote occurred. He was not active in the 
association, yet regrets that "just one man in the 
association did not want to listen to the lies about us. 
Dr Clifton Tennison (pastor of FBC West Monroe 
and currently president of the Louisiana Baptist Con­
vention )"

Brandon explained to Tennison about holding 
anointing time and prayer for the sick "And I asked 
what else he had heard about us," says Brandon "I 
said, 'tou probably heard that we are jumping pews 
and rolling in the aisles and speaking in tongues.' 
And h: said, 'Yes, that's exactly what I'd heard.' I 
said, I can assure you nothing like that has ever 
happened.' Since then, we've had a few manifesta­
tions t speaking in tongues, but always with inter- 
pretat >n.

"N<- >ne came out here to see what was going on 
and r one else came out here to talk to me. So all of 
asud -n we find that we had been disfellowshipped 
from he association. They didn't announce to us or 
infor us that the action was going to be considered.

"W re not going to try to get back into the associ- 
atior i don't particularly care about trying "

Hi ever, Trenton Baptist Association's director 
of n ,ions Luther Hall points out Brandon had a 
copy f the associational minutes, listing the time 
and ice for the annual meeting. "It's not necessary 
for. .one to invite a pastor of a cooperating church 
to a >ssociational meeting," he says.

Tl action was based on complaints from mem­
ber- the church who left following a split over the 
char natic issue. "We do not feel that these prac- 

re doctrinally harmonious with the practices 
of cl rches in the area," says Hall.

T1 ouster of the other Louisiana church. Empire 
Bap1 i of Plaquemines Association, was "based on 
a bn king of fellowship which was well under way," 
says lames Coney, missions director. Another 
chui n, which had lost members to Empire, brought 
com aints against it.

1 e people who made accusations had never 
beer to the church," says pastor Justin Alfred, who 
advi uses his church as charismatic. "A lot of things 

said about us were untrue. They said we believed 
you're not saved unless you speak in tongues, and 
that we're wild and crazy."

Alfred pled his case in the associational meeting, 
explaining he was not acting contrary to the Baptist 
Faith and Message, a statement adopted by the SBC 
in 1963 The section on God, the Holy Spirit, states, 
" He cultivates Christian character, comforts 
believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which 
they serve God through his church

Alfred lost his case
Allen Falls, Oak Hills pastor in Cincinnati, also 

spoke to the association which ousted his church and 
Sayler Park church. He quoted the same passage 
from the Baptist Faith and Message statement

These two churches were disfellowshipped for "the 
practice of unknown tongues; the promotion of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit as a second work of grace, 
and the practice of Oak Hills Baptist Church allowing 
the pastor to baptize people who do not join the 
church, but remain in other denominations." The 
two churches' pastors had been visited by an asso­
ciation-appointed "encouragement committee" pri­
or to the action

"There was no encouragement involved," says 
Falls "As the door was closed to my study, about 
the first words said by the chairman of the committee 
were. Is it true that you and your church speak in 
tongues?' That set the tone I would be answering 
one man and somebody else would interrupt with 
another question It was really a hairy afternoon "

AL the associational meeting, however. I had a 
very fair hearing," Falls says Director of missions 
Nelson Russell reports probably only a half a dozen 
voted to seat the messengers from the two churches 
"And we had a church full of people," he recalls

The Cincinnati association based its action on doc­
trinal grounds Their constitution says the associa­
tion " reserves the right to withdraw fellowship 
from any church it deems departs from the teaching 
of the New Testament as herein stated in the Articles 
of Faith of this association, or refuses to financially 
support the program of this association

Oak Hills had supported the association financial­
ly, as had most of the other churches which were 
ousted. Oak Hills even sent checks to the association 
after the ouster, but they were returned

"I was not in disagreement with what the associa­
tion did in withdrawing fellowship," says Russell 
"My concern was that the constitution was not 
geared to meet this kind of a problem "

An associational constitution revision committee 
is looking into possible changes And Texas Baptists 
have a committee looking into what constitutes a 
"regular" Baptist church

Historically, Baptist associations have not stuck 

strictly by their constitutions when they wanted to 
take action, according to Baptist historian Robert 
Baker of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

"Any association has the right to take this action, 
I think," he says. "It does not interfere with religious 
liberty or with the right of interpretation, because 
any structured body such as a church, association, 
or state convention has the right to determine its 
own membership; it must have that right "

Baker points to numerous examples of associations 
withdrawing fellowship from member churches: in 
1827, Kehukee Association of North Carolina re­
versed its constitution and voted out those who be-

Repulations 
of old-line 
Pentecostals 
kept one 
charismatic 
"from allowin 
God to 
operate the 
gift of tongues 
in him.
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Testing the Fellowship

An HMB "mini-survey" of directors of missions reveals. "The fear of non \arismol that charismatics will disrupt our fellowship."

In researching the charismatic movement among 
Southern Baptists, HOME MISSIONS staffers 
called at random 34 directors of missions in asso­
ciations across the U.S. About one fifth of them 
had experienced church splits over the charismat­
ic issue; about one seventh of them reported char­
ismatic churches in their association. Most said 
they knew individuals who practiced tongues or 
claimed to have had "the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit." Some felt problems resulted from a "lack 
of maturity on the part of << people." others that

Pentecostals look to their experience as an en-' 
hancement of their own holiness," others that 
"they try to become evangelists of the gifts of the 
Spirit."

In several cases, directors of missions mentioned 
the charismatic movement "seemed related" to 
renewal conferences; the HMB's Reid Hardin 
admits that renewal, because it involves "the 
workings of the Holy Spirit." is sometimes a red 
flag to Baptists. But Hardin insists that renewal 
has nothing to do with the tongues movement.

In al least one case, a director of missions said, 
"The HMB is supposed to help us and not hurl us; 
articles like this can do nothing but hurl us."

Another director responded openly, but feared 
that his comments would cause problems within 
his association if his name and the name of a char­
ismatic pastor in his association were used. He 
agreed, however, that their views might help oth­
ers see that despite "our fumbling around and fail­
ing to act decisively, the charismatic movement 
does not have to divide an association. Excerpts 
from the interview with the director and charismat­
ic pastor follow:

HM: Why do you believe that revealing your 
names and association would cause conflict in 
your association?

PASTOR: People would misunderstand what 
has happened. The grapevine process of what 
people say has happened, and what has hap­
pened, are not the same. We've heard people 
say we bite people on the heels and swing 
from the chandeliers—which we don't even 
have. And that we roll on the floor, which we 
don't.

This is lack of information.
And most people never bother to come by 

and find out the truth. They just act on what 
they've heard. Director has visited our church, 
he knows we worship differently, but not like 
idiots.

DIRECTOR: A lot of it surely is lack of infor­
mation and preconceived ideas. And, too, pre­
vious experiences with the charismatic move­
ment have often proved divisive.

HM: People so fear its divisiveness that they 
move to wipe it out, creating divisiveness?
PASTOR: Well, it was divisive here to begin 
with. And it has been true historically in every, 
let s say, move of God. Truth is always divisive

But we don't want it to be. 1 was born and 
bred in a Southern BaptiSt home; my father 
was a deacon and my mother a Sunday School 
teacher. I went to a Baptist college and Baptist 
seminary.

DIRECTOR: Another point of potential conflict 
would be if charismatics made a definite at­
tempt to move into other churches and prose­
lyte. Pastor and I have talked about this and I 
know he does not advocate this, does at en­
courage this and, in fact, discourages t But 
this is a fear of non-charismatics, that • hans- 
matics are going to disrupt our fellows 

PASTOR: People visit us and eventual 
but we don't even have a visitation p' 
We don't solicit people.

The interesting thing is we baptize . 
of people who have never had water I 
Catholics, even Jews.

HM: How did you become charismatic

PASTOR: I began to seek the baptism 
Holy Spirit and to yield my tongue; I b 
sing in a language I had never learned, 
to have a different kind of joy and pea 
I'd ever had.

After I told my congregation of th 
church decided to vote^on whether to 
to resign; although only one-fourth of th- 
bers voted against us, I felt I should r< 
taught college for seven years and frei 
speaking engagements for two more 
being called to this church, which was .1 
charismatic.
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HM: Director, how would you relate your ex­
periences with the Holy Spirit?

DIRECTOR: When a person genuinely be­
comes a Christian, he receives the filling of the 
Holy Spirit, the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit At times in my life I have been far more 
submissive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
than at other times. But never have 1 sensed a 
complete void or lack of the Holy Spirit's pres­
ence

Ido not interpret it the way Pastor does, but 
I feel no real conflict between us because of 
that.
PASTOR: I believe in a baptism of Jesus in the 
Holy Spirit, but in many infillings.

DIRECTOR: As we mature as Christians, we 
become sensitive to the gifts that God has put 
in us: teaching, preaching, whatever. I do not 
deny that speaking in tongues can be one of 
these which is why we have been able to build 
a base of fellowship.

1 de not feel tongues is an experience neces­
sary tor me, but I'm willing to accept that for 
another person, it might enhance his or her 
relationship with the Lord.

HM: ! his sort of attitude is necessary for char- 
ismatics and non-charismatics to get along?

PAS (JR: Tongues should not be a test of fel­
lows1 p. If 1 ostracize Director because he 
does 1 speak in tongues, then I am as guilty of 
Phar eeism as he would be if he ostracized 
me 1 ause I do.
HM Vhere do we go from here in our rela­
tion lips? You two obviously believe a poten­
tial! serious rift could occur in this associa­
tion

PAS OR: The situation is volatile, no doubt. 
But we are mature and continue to keep the 
'ine >f communication open, we can weather 
•his ke we have lots of other things.

HM ' ould Pastor be moderator of the associ­
ate ’

DIR CTOR: I doubt it

HM Is it acceptable to just tolerate each oth- 
er«‘ rt of coexist in an uneasy truce?
PAS rOR: At this point, it's real progress if we 

can do that, because charismatic thought is so 
foreign to Southern Baptists

DIRECTOR: There are areas wherein we do 
agree and wherein we can work together. For 
instance. Pastor is a strong supporter of our 
mission work here. Our feelings relative to the 
interpretation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
have nothing to do with that We have some­
thing of the same feelings relative to racial 
issues.

PASTOR: As long as we don't get into the issue 
of tongues, we are safe When you start talk­
ing abotrt speaking in tongues, people come 
unglued
HM: Would you then be willing to give up 
speaking in tongues?

PASTOR: I couldn't do that It's scriptural 
I've got too much Baptist in me; if it's in the 
Book, it's mine and I am not going to give that 
up.
HM: What is going to happen with the charis­
matic movement in the SBC?

DIRECTOR: It s difficult to predict Churches 
will be disfellowshipped, but others will con­
tinue in fellowship in h given association Much 
depends on the paJtor (of the charismatic 
church) and the attitude of other pastors in the 
association.

In our own association, it may be discussed 
in the upcoming fall associational meeting. 1 
know non-charismatic pastors who would like 
to see this church turned out of the association. 
But I believe there are enough level-headed 
and sound-thinking folks who realize that 
everybody who is Baptist does not have to in­
terpret every point of Scripture the same way. 

PASTOR: We won't agree on some fine points, 
but we had better not let minor doctrinal issues 
separate us; that's what has always separated 
Christendom. I've got to be a big enough 
Christian that if you don't have the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, I can love you, not with a forced 
smile, but genuinely. If I don't, there's some­
thing wrong with my faith.

*DIRECTOR: If you don't, then I question 
whether you've really had it in the first place.

And if I don't love you as a Christian brother, 
then it's the same thing. •
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Dallas
Baptists gave 
Beverly Hills 
church
"every 
opportunity" 
to prove if / 
was not a . 
charismatic^ 
church. Bur\ 
it was.

longed to mission societies, in 1830, Appomattox 
Association of Virginia expelled followers of Alex­
ander Campbell because of "alleged departure from 
Baptist beliefs and practices."

But never. Baker says, "have I known a contro­
versy over tongues among Baptists. We've had dif­
ferences of opinion of what tongues were, both in 

'Corinthians and in Acts, but they have never become 
critical in the sense that they were in practice."

He believes that a continued "strong charismatic 
movement" will cause charismatic churches to with­
draw voluntarily, a step "I'd much rather see" than 
disciplinary actions

"I'd think we should deal gently with these people 
because history has shown that if you do," says

Olen Griffing of Shady Grove church. Dallas, believes 
"our ouster" was affected by the actions of others.______

Baker, "you are more likely to win them by love than 
any other way."

Ihis past falls actions involved churches in which 
the pastor and the majority of members endorsed 
the charismatic movement. In each case, the pastor 
claimed to have had "the baptism of the Holy Spirit." 

But the movenjent has not been confined to "char­
ismatic churches." Pockets of charismatics are crop­
ping up in non-charismatic congregations. Though 
usually disruptive, at least one church has learned 
to handle the situation.

Two years ago, several people approached pastor 
Milford Misener of Belen, N.M., First Baptist, to 
report other members of the church who spoke in 
tongues. "Several deacons said, 'We've got to know 
the person, plus we've got to know what our Lord 
wants us to do about this,' " recalls Misener.

Misener began a Bible study of Corinthians.
If this had happened my first year here, we would 

have been done in," says Misener, who has been at 
Belen First nine years, "but I think the people trusted 
me enough that they didn't believe I was going to 
send them down the wrong track."

Misener also approached the charist 
been told you are inviting certain peon 
homes for charismatic prayer meetings I

When they responded affirmatively, M 
what they hoped to accomplish.

"They answered that they were try 
other people find the same baptism of the 
they had found," says Misener. "I asked 
had this marvelous experience, would the . 
all want to retain the loving fellowship of i 
They said yes and that put them on the i
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- truef 
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v Spirit 
ce they 
* above 
church.

A few became defensive, walking out vorship 
services, and "the man who introduced th -hing to 
our fellowship brought to my study a < mismafc 
Baptist preacher who was to set me stra>> -,t," says 
Misener "He told me that he was more spir : ual than 
I." (A complaint of Baptist non-charismau s is the 
"spiritual arrogance" of charismatics tha; implies 
God is more responsive to their prayers.)

"I asked them to pray They prayed that I might 
have this experience; then I prayed that God would 
use them and that the Lord would forgive me for the 
feelings I had, because I realized my feelings were 
wrong. All of a sudden, while I was still praying, 
they left."

The church had no more problems with outsiders, 
Misener adds.

"The families involved in the charismatic move­
ment were wondering what to do next," says Misener. 
One man told me that it made him angry that we 

loved him rather than fought him, but he now thanks 
God for that. By remaining in fellowship, he found 
the joy of a church where people really love him."

Now some charismatics teach Sunday School 
classes. "We were checking on them for awhile, that 
they taught the Word of God and not something 
else," admits Misenec.

"The only thing I can say, is that if it took the so- 
called charismatic fringe to make them actually 
Christians, I wish to God that some of the other peo­
ple I have known had it. Our people don't magnify 
the Holy Spirit, they magnify Christ.

"We've never had anyone speaking in tongues in 
our church. I've never spoken in tongues. My spirit­
ual gift is preaching and teaching. I'm horrible at 
administration, though."

Misener won't criticize the tongues speaker^ in his 
church. "Several of the people who are speaking in 
tongues were back-seat church members St Idenly 
they became more concerned, more committi more 
loving, more pliable and desirous to learn >f and 
serve God."

One non-tongues-speaking member of Fi Bap­
tist says, "I've never heard a single memb con­
demn people who've spoken in tongues, t ugh I 
think most disagree with them."

A tongues speaker, from one of only al it six 
charismatic families in the church of 350, y re­
cently joined the church. "I wanted to serve • Lord 
and I knew this was a Christ-centered chu. i," he

says W.Another non-tongues-speaking member I Pef- 
fer, recalls that "when the issue of tongut came 
before our deacons' group, some were antay nistic, 
some took the mHWIe road I asked the pastor nd he 
said that we shouldn't throw people out wh >peak 
in tongues."

In a "healing" time, a counselor anoints a '■ <man-



Peffer adds proudly, "I don't think you'll find a 
closer knit group than our church, unless it's a 
family."

Although disturbing, the acts of disfellowshipping 

the six churches in no way cuts their cords of union 
with other Southern Baptist bodies. But in two in- 

, 'Stances, associational ties persist.
Beverly Hills in Dallas has a cabin on association 

camp property. The church has refused the associa­
tion's first purchase offer, and neither side is giving 
in. Sayler Park owes for a Home Mission Board loan 
which technically became due when the church was 
disfellowshipped. All HMB church loans contracts 
specify the church maintain fellowship with the 
Southern Baptist Convention, its state convention 
and its local association. But this problem is in limbo 
until a state tax lien against the property is resolved.

For membership in the SBC, each church must be a 

bonafide contributor to the Convention's work" 
during the preceding fiscal year.

Most disfellowshipped pastors claim they plan to 
remain in their respective state conventions and in 
the national body. After the action, though, Bill 
Haynes, part-time pastor of ousted Sayler Park Bap­
tist Church in Cincinnati, said, "I felt very much like 
a Southern Baptist until this occurred. Currently, 
we're not giving to the state or the Cooperative Pro­
gram." The 80-member churN uses no Sunday, 
School materials; "just the Bible."

"We want to remain Southern Baptists," says Oak 
Hills' Allen Falls. He plans to ask the association's 
credentials committee to readmit his church. But ' 
missions director Russell says, "The mood of the 
association has not changed."

The mood of state conventions, thus far, has been 

to refrain from comment or advocate compromise. 
Both Maryland and Arizona Baptist conventions 
passed resolutions in the wake of the associational 
ousters. Maryland, refusing to let the charismatic 
movement become a test of fellowship, resolved

. that we reaffirm the basic Baptist tenets of soul 
liberty and local church autonomy, without endorse­
ment or condemnation of the positions of any church 
or individual who chooses to cooperate with organ­
ized Baptist life...."

The motion also called upon "Baptists everywhere 
to practice Christian love and patience toward those 
with whom we may disagree in the interpretation of 
biblical passages...."

Baptist Press reported the Arizona convention's 
resolution as one which "encouraged Southern Bap­
tist pastors to preach and teach the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit to counter 'disunity' sometimes caused 
by 'pseudo-charismatic' movements...."

A convention spokesman said the resolution on 
charismatics does not mean that all who practice 
charismatic gifts are 'pseudo'—that there is a New 
Testament basis for charismatic gifts. 'But,' he said, 
we believe more of it goes to extremes and is schis­
matic. The intent of the resolution was ... to prevent 
disunity.'"

President of the Florida Baptist Convention John 
Pelham has said he opposes efforts to remove a char­
ismatic congregation from fellowship. He said he felt 
the issue should not be a test of fellowship.

"We could 
have jumped 
every pew, 
rolled on the 
floor, frothed 
at the mouth 
and barked 
like dogs...

Non-charismatic Ted Peffer of Belen First Baphit: "I 
don t think you'll find a closer knit group.'

In the Texas convention meeting, a proposal to poll 
churches on charismatic practice was rejected bv 
messengers. The new president, James C Harris 
added the state convention was not the place for 
testing fellowship.

Harris, pastor of University Baptist Church in Fori 
Worth, said that local pastors and churches should 
deal with it in a spirit of love." He said he had seen 
as much disruption from* people over-reacting to 
charismatics as from charismatics themselves

In 1975 s SBC meeting in Miami Beach, messen- 
8er® watered down a resolution calling on churches 
to refute certain practices and teaching of neo- 
Pentecostalism, more commonly known as the char­
ismatic movement...."

As passed, the resolution simply reaffirmed the 
1963 Convention's stand on the Holy Spirit as out­
lined in the Baptist Faith and Message St, tement 
Messengers struck down an amendment wh:< stated 
that Southern Baptists are not charismatic

Baptist Press reported that Brooks Westei >f Hat 
tiesburg. Miss., chairman of the Resolutions < »mmit- 
tee, told the messengers that "anything m e than 
this is less than Baptist. Anything less is not k uthem 
Baptist."

Most other denominations have refused push 
out charismatics and some, notably Cath, s and 
Episcopalians, have allowed them to moi about 
freely.

Church planner Schaller, noting the on-ru of the 
charismatic movement across denominatioi lines 
believes some "standard brand" religious bi -s wiH 
accept charismatics, some will ndt. "Thos -*||h 
do, he adds, "will unquestionably be the m t vital 
denominational bodies." 

Schaller admits to ^peeting some chai 
who argue that without the charismatic exj 
a person is not a Christian. Most, however, 
gracious, loving, neighbor-centered, joyt 
finds.

.-natics 
lence. 
kind. 
" he

Its the low visibility, non-divisive circur 'tance 
we tend not to see."

straddling Fences
O. ’itT denominations have handled their charismatics in a variety of ways.

7 he charismatic movement has affected all 
denominations. Some, such as Catholics and 
Episcopalians, have embraced their charismat­
ics with relative ease. Others, for whom char­
ismatic actions represent abrupt departure 
from traditional patterns, have had more dif­
ficulty in deciding how to treat their denomi- 
'ations' charismatics.

United Methodists and the Presbyterian 
hurch in the U.S. have had similar reactions 

■■tween charismatics and noh-charismatics
In 1965, the Presbyterian church straddled 

he charismatic fence; it adopted a report that 
id not declare contemporary Christians' char- 
matic experiences valid or invalid reproduc- 
ons of New Testament glossolalia, but set 
>rth guidelines regarding the work of the 
loly Spirit.
Among its principles were the urgent need 

or a language to speak to the world, rather 
ian one speaking only to Cod; the recogni- 
on that "an inner spirituality" which neglects 
he world's problems and does not prompt 
hurch involvement in the world, "is a false 
pirituality," the awareness that the Holy 
pirit acts in "sovereign freedom" and cannot 

*e manipulated or coerced "by audible and 
,’hysical means to act or speak in a particular 
ashion."

The report further warned those who speak 
n tongues that their "gift" could be counter­
feit; it encouraged them to pray for "the full­

ness of his power in order that the church may 
be renewed" rather than concentrating upon 
someone apparent manifestation of the Spirit

This year. United Methodists recognized 
charismatic movements within the denomina­
tion, but their official stand—voted at the 
church's General Conference -was critical of 
"classical Ijentecostalism" that infers "a fail­
ure to speak in tongues is the result of sinful 
withholding of the self from the full will and 
purpose of God." This belief causes bitter 
division between charismatics and non-charis- 
matics, the Methodist document said

The paper also said that any experience 
which proved divisive "is subject to serious 
question. When the encounter clearly results 
in new dimensions of faith, joy, and blessings 
to others, we must conclude that this is what 
the Lord has done.

Lyle Schaller, interdenominational church 
planner, notes the numbers of charismatics 
among different denominations and sees "rea­
sons for them to combine to be a separate de­
nomination. But," he adds, "the acceptance of 
charismatics has proceeded far enough by 
enough denominations that this probably won't 
happen."

Southern Baptists seem undecided whether 
that is good—or bad. •



46 ]uly-Augu«t

The Home Mission Board, as a Convention agency, 

has guidelines relating to the tongues issue, drawn 
up in 1966, but never made "official policy," says 
Warren Woolf, director of the HMB Personnel Divi­
sion.

''Southern Baptists have rejected the so-called

Pentecostal emphases throughout the 
the preface to the guidelines. "A new 
ever, is the development of the 'neo 
movement. This approach is more soph 
less extreme and is accepted by a sizeab1 
people within the more established de-

The Heart of the Matter
Tongues may be divisive , but charismatics argue the practice is "in the Book.

Speaking in tongues may be 
the most controversial ele­
ment of the charismatic move­
ment.

Many charismatics argue 
that the tongues experience— 
often manifested after "the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit"^ 
is actually incidental to the 
movement. Others say 
tongues is the heart-of it

Tongues are used as a 
prayer language; sometimes 
individuals speak in tongues 
during services, usually fol­
lowed by interpretation from 
another church member. 
Tongues, however, are not a 
part of most charismatic wor­
ship services, say active char­
ismatic ministers like Don 
Lemaster of Florida and Ju­
lian Brandon of Louisiana.

The validity of tongues 
seems the crux of disagree­
ment between charismatics 
and non-charismatics. Lyle 
Schaller, church planning 
authority, believes "tongues 
is the divisive issue, not the 
charismatic movement itself."

Paul’s letters contain 
enough references on speak­
ing in tongues for both sides 
to cite him in defending their 
position. Both sides, for ex­
ample, quote different parts 
of the same Bible verse, 1 
Corinthians 14:5: "I would 
that ye all spoke in tongues"— 
for charismatics—"but rather 
that ye prophesied; for great­
er is he that prophesieth 
than he that speaketh with 
tongues"—for non-charis­
matics.

Charismatics and non-char­
ismatics split verses 18 and 
19, too: "I thank God I speak 
with tongues more than ye 
all yet in the church 1 had 
rather speak five words with 
my understanding that by my 
voice I might teach others 
also, than ten th<yusand words 
in an unknown tongue."

Those who maintain tongues 

speaking is a valid experi­
ence, though not for every­
one, quote Paul's question 
in I Corinthians 12:30, "Do 
all speak with tongues?" And 
those who believe tongues 
invalid today cite I Corinthi­
ans 13:8-11, saying the full 
revelation (the Bible) has 
come and tongues has 
"passed away."

In short, proof-texting 
proves both sides, or neither 
side.
Traditionally, Baptists be­

lieve the Holy Spirit indwells 
at a Christian’s conversion/ 
acceptance of Jesus; the Holy 
Spirit continues to act in the 
Christian's life as he matures 
in his faith.

Charismatics believe the 
Holy Spirit is released from 
within as they pray for him 
to be released, and that this 
happens only once.

Southern Baptist charis­
matics have no uniform the­
ology concerning the Holy 
Spirit and his gifts, however. 
One SBC agency staffer, him­
self charismatic, believes

■ s< says 
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tongues evidences the bap­
tism of the Holy Spirit; but 
Olen Griffing, pastor of char­
ismatic Shady Grove Baptist 
Church of Dallas, says, "The 
Holy Spirit may never choose 
to manifest speaking in 
tongues." And Brandon of 
Claiborne church says "you 
don't have to speak in tongues 
to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit."

Beverly Hills' pastor How­
ard Conatser makes a dis­
tinction between "the gift of 
tongues," which he says he 
does not have, and "praying 
in tongues," which he does 
Another charismatic argues 
that "if you went far enough, 
deep enough, there would be 
a manifestation of tongues "

Members of the Full Gospel 
Businessmen's Fellowship 
must accept several do 
trines, including one th.'1 
says, "We believe in the ba' 
tism of the Holy Ghost, a 
companied by the imt . 
physical sign of speaking 
tongues...

Perhaps the major distir- 
tion made by most charisma 
ics is expressed by Just 
Alfred, a Louisiana char 
matic pastor:

"When it comes to supt 
natural exercise and the Hi 
Spirit ministering In certa 
areas, like healing, those th 
claim to have experienc- 
speaking in tongues seem 
have more awareness of th 
particular aspect of God ar 
what he is doing than tho> 
who do not speak in tongues

Itrequu >erious study and evaluation. Does it vio­
late bas -Jew Testament principles or is it simply 
an effor :o follow the implications and principles 
found it ie New Testament?"

The > -iy committee which wrote the guidelines 
felt cha' matic "emphases magnify and distort that 
which >cidental in the New Testament" and that 
this nn ment may be rooted in psychological and 

>ociolog 'I factors and is not strictly a matter of 
biblical 'erpretation or doctrinal belief."

Yet ti report felt "lessons can be learned from 
this mo- ment" and urged "every effort be made to 
maintar a loving fellowship" with charismatics.

The guidelines state that "a person who is pres­
ently promoting public glossolalia in the churches 
should not be appointed, approved or endorsed by 
the HMB." and "that if a missionary or mission pas­
tor already in Board employment becomes involved, 
factors such as public demonstrations, the depth of 
his involvement, the context of the area in which he 
works, the attitude of his associations, its effect on 
his ministry and his emotional stability should be 
evaluated to determine the Board's future relation­
ship to the worker."

"In one case," says Woolf, "a man got involved in 
tongues Because of no real problem, he was allowed 
to remain.

"Another young man, who, as far as 1 was con­
cerned, had the potential for being one of the most 
outstanding missionaries we have ever appointed, 
became involved in the charismatic movement. As­
sociation people wanted him gone. It was unilateral. 
If we'd had a hand in it, we'd probably have at least 
moved him. We lost out with him."
A few other Baptists agree with the HMB's mod­
erate stand. Virginia Baptists' Religious Herald edito­
rialized, "We believe the associations (that ousted 
churches) erred in judgement. Response to the char­
ismatic issue has been marked by excesses at all 
levels 'If this is of men, it will fail; but if it is of 
God, you will not be able to overthrow them,' " the 
editorial quoted.

Kentucky's Western Recorder decried the ousters, 
msisti. >; "it is inconsistent when Baptists who make 
the gr- itest claim for following the New Testament 
donoi How for those who plainly ha-ve New Testa­
ment ecedent for their practices."

Bui ist as common have been comments like 
those W.A. Criswell of Dallas First Baptist. Bap­
tist P $s quoted the pastor of the SBC's largest 
chun as saying, "throughout Christian history, 
when er this phenomenon has arisen, it has been 
lookt m as an aberration and a heresy." He added 
that did not oppose "classic Pentecostalism," 
mere the divisiveness of tongues.

Hi eaction to tongues, he said, was that "it is 
sensi .s, insane and idiotic. They think they can 
f°ol into thinking that gibberish is a language," 
tat I an associational evangelism conference 
mon an a year ago. "If that is the Christian faith," 
ta ci luded, "then 1 am not a Christian. Exclama­
tion mt."

Jar Weber, Lubbock pastor and SBC president 
1974 o, says that "whenever we have had this, we 
tavt ,ad a division of fellowship." He believes 
Cris H's comments about heresy would be ^fcept- 
able 95 percent of the SBC's pastors.

Tl Baptist Message of Louisiana called the charls- 
mati movement divisive and accused charismatics 
°f’T.'iking on isolated texts" rather than "reckon­

ing with the whole sweep of biblical thought.. The 
controversy with charismatic Christians is not that 
they are unbiblical, but they are not biblical enough."

That thought, in fact, rambles through much of the 

SBC's opposition New Orleans seminary professor 
Terry Young has said that charismatics "are taking 
a particular, unrepeatable historical occasion and 
trying to make it -a normative experience which we 
should all seek."

And Malcolm Tolbert, another Baptist seminarian 
and pastor, believes any church that has a pastor de­
clare himself charismatic "is going to suffer But if 
the church can induce such a pastor to resign im­
mediately, the damage will be less."

There exists, too, a nagging question that "those 
of us who are not charismatic, have we missed out 
on something here; is there something wrong with 
us?" says John Kildahl, director of pastoral psychol­
ogy at New York Theological Seminary

"A subtle kind of arrogance comes across in tongues 
speakers that makes other people feel ill at ease 
They have this gift' and therefore are special and 
that makes the other person feel he or she is being 
put down "

Whether it is the "holier-than-thou" attitude 
many non-charismatics feel—or believe they sense— 
from charismatics; or whether it is the "proselyting" 
they experience when charismatics try to share their 
"new faith," most non-charismatics find little to 
accept in neo-Pentecostalism

Wayne Oates, formerly of Southern Seminary, 
explains part of the problem may be deeper than 
the "catch-22" divisiveness that so engulfs the 
movement

"The mystical, non-rational aspect of the Christian 
encounter with God tends to be held suspect by the 
super-rational," he says "We don't want to admit 
our feelings."

More than that, "a non-rational, emotional exper­
ience does not follow the lines of control in ordinary 
Southern Baptist organizational charts." Anything 
that stirs up the church's "lines of leadership, its 
oligarchic, control—race, welfare, charismatics 
threatens all of us," he concludes.

Charismatics, on the other hand, argue that the 

tension produced is inherent in the movement be­
cause "the witness of the Spirit-filled Christian often 
brings indictment against church members whose 
lives are relatively devoid of any spiritual power." 

Continues charismatic Don Basham, "Norman 
Vincent Peale once observed that the watchword of 
Protestantism was, 'Don't do anything to rock the 
boat.' Well, an outpouring of the Holy Spirit with 
gifts and powers does just that. It rocks the boat."

Certainly few deny that charismatic issues have 
rocked the SBC boat. Or that Southern Baptists of 
all persuasions are yet ready to accept the advice of 
Baptist Watson Mills, author of Understanding Speak­
ing in Tongues: "Pentecostals and non-Pentecostals 
alike will have to recognize that, though their meth­
ods are different, their goal is the same: to demon­
strate the presence of God's Spirit.

"Truly, then, the way for both those with and those 
without the experience to keep the phenomenon in 
perspective is neither to forbid it nor force tongues, 
but rather to exercise mutual tolerance, understand­
ing and Christian love." •

In one 
association, 
charismatic 
practices were 
labeled "not 
doctrinally in 
harmony with 
area churches."



EXECUTIVE'S WORD by Arthur B. Rutledge

A Day When Nothing Happened

The diary of King George III of Eng­
land included this entry under the date 
of July 4; 1776: "Nothing happened to­
day." I cannot vouch for the authenticity 
of this Bicentennial tidbit but the limited 
communications of that period make it 
credible. The sentence is a reminder that, 
even in our era of instant communica­
tion, it is possible for an informed per­
son to be unaware of some matters of 
great signi^icarxe.

I cannot claim any gift of unusual in­
sight, but some important—and encour­
aging—trends are visible in American 
life today, trends of considerable signifi­
cance to those who are concerned about 
the strength of the American people.

For one thing there is a widespread 
desire and search for the old values in 
terms of integrity and justice. Watergate 
and bribery in the business community 
have shocked and nauseated hosts of 
decent Americans, both Christian and 
non-Christian. A widespread distrust of 
public officials and of big business has 
resulted, not justified on so broad a scale 
but nevertheless an understandable re­
action.

The races for the Democratic and Re­
publican nominations for President, as 
they stand in mid-May, reflect a decided 
preference for candidates with conserva­
tive or moderate views in such areas as 
finance, "big government" and welfare. 
Voters in the primaries seem to be pay­
ing more attention to character than in 
many moons. I find myself in agreement 
with the newspaper columnist who sug­
gested that Americans are seeking a 
spiritual leader as well as a governmen­
tal leader at this point iruour history.

Another signal is to be found in the 
search for a new lifestyle and/or a mean­
ingful faith on the part of hosts of our 
people.

Some are trying lifestyles which are as 
free of responsibility as possible. "Sin­
gles apartments" and "coed dormitories" 
are just two of the ways to easy and 
casual sexual experience without the

responsibilities of marriage and parent­
hood. Others enter marriage with a trial­
basis mentality, which enables them to 
bail out if their immature expectations 
of living "happily ever after" are not 
realized immediately or easily.

Last year there were more than one 
million divorces in the United States, 
the largest /lumber of any year in our 
history. Thtfegh lifetime marriage in de­
votion to one's partner is the divine plan, 
I recognize that sometimes divorce is the 
only feasible route one can take. I have 
the feeling, however, that in far too 
many cases the missing ingredient from 
the beginning is a commitment to give 
one's best in seeking to make the mar­
riage meaningful to both husband and 
wife, and to the children as well.

Many persons seek a more vital spir­
itual-life either within or outside their 
current religion. The renewed interest in 
the biblical teachings regarding the Holy 
Spirit, sometimes breaking forth to stress 
glossolalia or healing or exorcism, has 
appeared to some degree in practically 
all denominational groups. Others are 
turning outside the Christian faith or to 
quasi-Christian groups in their quest for 
spiritual anchors. Varied expressions of 
the occult, Krishna Consciousness and 
the Unification Church movement led by 
Sun Myung Moon of Korea are some of 
the new religious movements attract­
ing many Americans.

Such a catalogue of moral and spir­
itual experimentation may read like a 
dirge. My interpretation is the opposite. 
These phenomena say to me that there 
are hosts of people in this country ear­
nestly searching for moral and spiritual 
help. This is a time of exciting opportu­
nity for pointing people to Jesus Christ.

Actually there is already a fresh turn­
ing to God. After several years of loss or 
only minor gains in church membership, 
most of the large denominations are 
growing again, according to a recent 
report. We praise God that throughout 
the difficult years of the 1960s and the

early 1970s Southern Baptists ivgistered 
gains in membership and total number 
of churches every year. A striking ele­
ment in these reports is that Southern 
Baptist churches have received a total oi 
more than two million persons by bap­
tism during the past five year-: This is 
accounted for by the receiving of more 
than 400,000 persons on profession of 
faith and baptism for each of five con­
secutive years. This experience helps to 
underscore the fact that more persons 
are seeking spiritual help than ever be 
fore in this nation, and more are seeking 
such help through Jesus Christ than ever 
before.

Despite our recognized problems of 
crime and violence, alcoholism and drug 
abuse, X-rated movies and deep-seated 
secularism, this is a day of outstanding 
opportunity for serving Christ It may be 
that even now we are in the foothills of a 
great new awakening. In the 1730s and 
1740s God blessed America with a 
"Great Awakening" which provided 
spiritual undergirding for the stringent 
years of the Revolution which la. ahead 
After independence had been w . faith 
grew cold again and God bles- I with 
a second awakening at the clos of the 
18th and the beginning of the 1 -h cen­
turies.

Southern Baptists come to • <• first 
years of our nation's third cent y pre 
paring for a magnificent spin al ad 
vance at home and abroad. Th Home 
Mission Board, in cooperation i th the 
respective state conventions, is < illeng- 
ing Southern Baptists to plan I Pra' 
for and give major attention h i BoL_ 
Mission Thrust which magnifies tness-« 
ing and the starting of needed r v mis- 
sions and churches.

Some encodfaging things are !ppen' 
ing today. We have the opport iity 
being instruments of God in v at 
trust and pray will be a fresh iritual 
awakening which will advance th king­
dom of our Lord in America and ar be­
yond*

THERE ARE AT LEAST SIX WAYS THAT YOU 

CAN HELP STRENGTHEN THE FAMILY UFE
OF YOUR CHURCH... LET A

FORUM SHOW YOU HOW
There is something thot you ond your church con do to help morrioges and families.

The CHURCH & FAMILY Forum in your area 
could well be the most significant opportunity you 
will have in the next year to help relationships and 
homes in your church.
The CHURCH & FAMILY Forum takes up where 
the Congress on the Family left off-practical and 
pragmatic help for Christian families and marriages 
-content-planned so that you can use it in 
your own church programs.

These are “share-able” conferences 
They are planned so that you 
and others from your church will 
have the experiences and mate­
rials to be catalysts in your own 
church for strengthening rela­
tionships. They will help your

Here's what some leaders say 
about CHURCH & FAMILY Forums:

regio- 
Chur 
larnil-, 
adult 
enrtc- 
pate> 
Fam 
envh

an 
de

of

1 said at the Continental Congress 
on the Family, "A national re 
newal movement focused on 
marriage and the family is badly 
needed. There is a need for

. leadership conferences focused on the 
s role in Christian marriage and 
le. Practical, usable materials for 
’□cation and strategies for marriage 
ent conferences need to be pre 

-'d presented " These Church and 
onferences are exactly what I 
ed1

Lloyd J. Ogilvie

One of the most impor 
tant tasks of the church 
these days is to train its 
people in godly family 
living Pastors and lay 
leaders need practical 
training that will equip

them to do this - and I be­
lieve they want it. These Church 
amily conferences are especially 
ned for this purpose and 1 am 
d when 1 think of the thousands 
irches that will be affected - and 
ultiplied thousands of families 

vill be strengthened
Larry Christenson

church minister to people where they need help 
most —in their homes.
The conference in your area will equip you and 
your church to help others —
• enhance their communication and resolve con­
flicts • experience sexual fulfillment in their mar­
riages • build self-esteem in their families
• encourage family unity • develop a positive 
identity as singles • deal with many practical issues 

unique to singles 
Philadelphia -January 25-28/ 77 
• Atlanta — February 8-11

• Dallas—March 1-4
• Pasadena — March 29 !
April 1 • Chicago—Apnl 12- 
15 • Seattle — May 3-6
• Toronto —Fa// • Boston — 
Fall • Minneapolis — October 
11-14

Clip and mailv..cup ana niaii./-,.-,
this coupon today for complete information -
Yes. please send me complete information on the CHURCH & 
FAMILY Forum near me

The CHURCH & 
FAMILY Forums will 
multiply the already 
significant effect of 
the Congress on the 
Family and make it 
possible for local
churches and families to benefit directly 
from some of the best counsel available on 
the family Issues that affect us all

J. Allan Petersen

Name-----------

Address.

City------------- :----------------- State------------

CHURCH & FAMILY
P.O BOX 14249 OMAHA. NE 68114
An outreach of Family Concern. Inc 
The continuation of the Continental 
Congress on the-Family

— Zip---------

This is exciting! 
Local churches will 
finally be able to help 
their families with 
comprehensive well 
planned seminars 
and materials in the 
areas of greatest family need This is an 
unusually significant opportunity that 
merits serious consideration by pastors 
and lay leaders alike

Howard G. Hendricks
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A RESOURCE TOOL
AND DISCUSSION 
GUIDE FOR FOLK 
INVOLVED IN 
CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION AND 
CELEBRATION
Edward N. McNulty
“Have it your way . . ." "All in the 
Family," "As the World Turns,” 
Walter Cronkite, and “The Six Million 
Dollar Man." Television—a melting 
pot of advertising, comedies, soap 
operas, adventure shows, and news 
broadcasts.
If you wanj to be more selective in 
your TV viewing and get the most out 
of this important electronic medium, 
consult, ED McNULTY. Each 
chapter of this multi-purpose re­
source book provides thorough instruc­
tions for group leaders, questions 
for group discussion, and experi­
ential exercises for people who want 
to explore TV as a tool of Christian 
education and celebration. Illustrated. 
$3.50, paper

order from your baptist book store 

abingdon

COMMENT by Walker L. Knight 

A Pipe-line to Where?

Jimmy Carter's Southern Baptist faith 
has created quite a stir across the coun­
try, as the former Georgia governor ap­
pears headed for the Democratic nomi­
nation for President.

Not since John Kennedy's Catholicism 
figured in the 1960 race has there been 
this much interest in religion; at that 
time, a Southern Baptist editor became 
the key to removing Kennedy's religion 
as a factor in the race.

The editor was E.S. James, who died 
April 25 of this year. I was his associate. 
James was as honest as he was forth­
right, characteristics that made him 
many friends and not a few critics. He 
was as strong an advocate for separation 
of church and state as it was possible to 
be, using the 350,000-plus circulation 
Baptist Standard to call into question any 
possible breach of the "wall between 
church and state."

During the 1960 presidential election, 
Richard Nixon, a Protestant, favored aid 
to parocmal schools and representation 
at the Vatican. John Kennedy opposed 
these moves. On the strength of his posi­
tions, James supported Kennedy over 
Nixon. At the same time Kennedy met 
with Protestant ministers in Houston, 
calming most of their concerns about his 
religion in a historic question and an­
swer period.

Texas became a pivotal state in the 
election, and James' editorial support 
was credited with a significant role in 
turning the state to Kennedy. Recogniz­
ing this, Kennedy had James visit him in 
the White House.

So far, Jimmy Carter's religion has not 
become a campaign issue; it has mostly 
been of curious interest to people. The 
nation has seldom had a candidate to 
whom religion means as much as Carter 
says his does.

The nation's news media have de­
scended upon Baptist offices throughout 
the country seeking to discover "who are 
Southern Baptists?"

The front-running Democratic candi­
date's openly expressed faith in Christ 
has brought a mixed reaction.

For example, Richard Strout of the 
Christian Science Monitor wrote of "the cool 
fundamentalist Carter (whose embarrass­
ing Southern cultural pattern of stating 
publicly he believes in God sets some 
dour Yankees' teeth on edge)."

James Reston of the New York Times 
closed his column recently, "We will 
probably hear a lot of doubt about a man 
who claims to have a 'pipe-line to God' 
which is odd, first, because Carter has 
never claimed he had, and second, be­

cause we've had a pipe-lint a|mos|
everywhere else lately, and hasn’t
been a spectacular success."

How has Carter expressed ; faith’
Two years ago. Carter gav. $ testi­

mony before 20,000 Baptists lending 
the Convention in Dallas

"I am a father and a Christ ...i, a nu. 
clear physicist and a Christia: a busi­
nessman and a Christian, a go ernorof 
a state and a Christian."

The Georgia governor confessed, how­
ever, that "I am a better father, business­
man, farmer and nuclear phy-,. m than 
I am a Christian."

He explained that he had attacked life 
as a businessman and a politician with 
more fervor for constant achievement 
and greatness than he had sought to be 
" a full servant of my Lord."

Carter said he measures his achieve­
ments "in my lay life against the ven 
low standards of man," while Christians 
must "measure our own spiritual 
achievements against the superlative 
and perfect standards based on the life 
of Christ."

Carter told the Baptist Convention he 
had sought to be "an active witness for 
Christ," adding his belief "that the best 
evangelism is ft-hen one's own personal 
relation with Christ is worthy of being 
imitated."

But it is more difficult, he confessed, 
to "reach out with an open concern and 
love to people whom I want to tell about 
Christ."

Carter says he admires the late Rein­
hold Niebuhr, former professor of Chris­
tian ethics at Union Theological Seminary 
of New York. He quotes Niebuhr : hat the 
purpose of government is to bring iustice 
in a sinful world.

The Brotherhood Commission - World 
Mission Journal reports in its recc t issue 
that Carter learned this lesson v. Nie on 
a Brotherhood/Home Mission Hoard- 
sponsored witnessing mission to pring- 
field. Mass., where he was in' ed to 
share his faith with Spanish-^ akmg 
Puerto Ricans in November, 19c

"I worked with a very fine ai dedi­
cated Christian Cuban whose na e was 
Eloy Cruz, and I watched him oi n the 
hearts of people who were often Em­
ployed and very poor," Carter sa

Saying that Cruz had been a i -men- 
dous inspiration to him. Carte, asked 
Cruz how he could "touch these >eoplf 
so quickly and effectively."

In Spanish, Cruz told Carter, •'«»*" 
Salvador tiene los manos que es muy su. t: y d 
no puede hacer mucho con un hombn ./W 
duro." (Our Savior has hands tl’ t are 

rerygen and he can't do much with a 
man who - hard.)

Cruz a. • > taught Carter that "we have 
io have i ■’ loves in our heart—one for 
God and ne for the person in front of us 
it any particular moment."

The n ssion trip made an indelible 
mpression on Carter's life; it was then, 
he has said often, that he became 
"uniquely aware of the Holy Spirit as an 
integral part of my life."

The organizer of the Springfield trip 
was Elias Golonka, now Southern Bap­
tist home mission worker with interna­
tionals attached to the United Nations. 
In 1968 he was on the language missions 
staff of the HMB in Atlanta.

Golonka recalls, "I invited Carter to 
participate in the multilingual crusade." 
At the time Carter was living in Plains, 
after his unsuccessful attempt to be gov­
ernor He agreed to participate in the 
Festival of Faith" along with his pastor, 

John Simmons, of the Plains Baptist 
Church Carter was chairman of the 
church's deacons.

After his defeat. Carter was upset and 
m a long talk with his sister, Ruth Carter 
Stapleton. he discovered (as reported by 
Time Magazine} that he was putting other 
things ahead of his relationship with 
Christ.

Time reported, "The experience led 
directly to his being 'born again.' Says 
he, "I established a more intimate rela­
tionship with Christ. I developed a 
deeper sense of inner peace.' "

The -springfield meeting scheduled 
house-1. house visitation by teams rep-
resent । 
Polish, 
ish an 
guage 
week;
event

fmphu 
guage 
with ■ 
Reyes 
now w 
York

The 
Spring 
ful of 
decisn 
from t 
missii

Th. 
teams

c the seven languages—French, 
ussian, Ukrainian, Italian, Span- 
English. Services in each lan- 
■re held on a given night of the 
rally in English climaxed the 

volunteered for the Spanish 
since he had studied the lan- 

the Naval Academy. He visited 
’ Cuban Baptist pastors, Jose 
ow a pastor in Miami, and Cruz, 
king with Puerto Ricans in New 

’anish effort during the week at 
Id was among the most success- 

■ seven-language effort, with 23
Two congregations resulted 

■ entire week's effort—a Spanish 
and a Slavic mission.
door-to-door visitation of the 

—• vas not without some difficulty. 
Resid. >ts were not accustomed to this
s*yle faith sharing and they complained 
tothi . olice. Leaders of the effort had to 
expla that they were Southern Baptists 

simply sharing their faith.
"Southern Baptists?" the police re­

plied, but "most of you are white. We 
thought the Southern Christian Leader­
ship was black." Finally, the difference 
was explained.

Golonka remembers, "Jimmy Carter 
was an asset to the team because of his 
smile. People opened their hearts. 1 was 
impressed at the time with his friendli­
ness and compassion.

"My explanation for the Carter smile 
is his inner peace with Jesus Christ," 
Golonka adds

Golonka thinks Carter learned some­
thing about "ethnic purity" in the multi­
cultural experience in Springfield, a ref­
erence to Carter's controversial state­
ment that the government should not 
destroy the ethnic purity of neighbor­
hoods.

"He discovered America is made up of 
ethnic groups. You can reach people in 
the framework of their culture, and this 
was his first experience as a Southern 
Baptist witti cultural groups ”

If Carter gets the nomination or is 
elected, he would become the second

More than just a presidential 
candidate. His life story, told 
in his own words, portrays 
his commitment to ideals 
shared by millions of 
Americans. Find out where he 
stands-how he feels about 
the vital issues facing our 
nation. And discover why he 
is the most exciting political 
phenomenon to appear in 
years.
Why Not the Best?-a must- 
reading book in this 
campaign year.

Available at your Baptist Book Store

WHY NOT THE BEST?
$4.95

paper, $1.95

EBROADMAN

Southern Baptist ever to reach that pla­
teau in national politics. (Harry Truman 
was a member of an SBC church in Mis­
souri.)

Before his election as governor of 
Georgia, Carter was named to the board 
of trustees of the SBC Brotherhood Com­
mission. He has been an active trustee for 
the Commission since, even though his 
campaign caused him to miss the past 
two trustee meetings

Carter became close friends with Glen­
don McCullough, executive director of 
the Brotherhood Commission. In fact, 
McCullough, a widower, married mis­
sionary Marjorie Jones of Brazil April 
17, 1974, in a ceremony at the Georgia 
governor's mansion

McCullough has the highest confidence 
in the integrity of Carter's faith, and he 
has been impressed with the conscien­
tiousness with which Carter applies his 
faith in working with people

Carter's forthright expression of his 
Christian, commitment may become a 
campaign issue But then maybe some 
Catholic editor will come along and do 
for Carter what James did for Kennedy1
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church—and some of then ave 
reasons.

READERS' REACTIONS

I noted with surprise that two of our 
photographs wereyused in your issue on 
world hunger (Nov-Dec 75) with credit 
given to Church World Service. The pic­
tures on pages 8 and 29 were taken by 
Ross Weaver of the Society of Interna­
tional Missionaries.

We are not overly concerned, as we 
have quite freely shared graphic mate­
rial we appreciate your honest effort 
to give credit, even if it was misplaced. In 
some cases our pictures have been used 
without any attempt to credit at all.

Anyway, our primary concern is not 
credit, but that scenes such as those 
might be banished from the world. We 
are thankful to join with you in a small 
way in this effort and trust your maga­
zine may shock millions of Americans 
into a more Christian manner of living 
and giving.

Pon Stilwell
Addis Ababa. Ethiopia

TM and Such
Your article on TM (April HM) was both 

timely and informative 1 can use it to 
inform our people of this extremely popu­
lar “fad" in our area.

Monroe Barnard
Clermont. Fla.

A Broadman Bonus!

EDITORS NOTE. We regret that proper credit 
was not given. We received the photos from

April Flowers
Congratulations on this issue . a par­

ticularly good one, especially since I am 
a hospital chaplain.

The article, “The Christian in Busi­
ness," was most impressive. My folks are 
textile workers (in the Charlotte, N.C 
area) and I know what Dave Morris is do­
ing. I'd like to congratulate Dave and 
Lowell Sunman of the Chaplaincy Divi­
sion for making this article possible. It's 
amazing the need of ministers who do 
not have churches in this sense. I see it 
everywhere I go, because large .numbers 
of people never join the institutional

EDITOR S NOTE Occasionally .e get «■., 
about subjects of HM stories. but >.„■ -m have 
gotten anything to match the reporj- on Dj:j 
Bubar, the former SB minister who kus profilea 
in the Jan. 72 HM on the occult. Hellen Jenin 
of New Hampshire is one of several readers 
sent us all or part of the following news reltas-

"NEW HAVEN IAP>-The Kev Dari 
Bubar played the dominant role tn the destru, 
tion of a sponge rubber products factory, says 
federal judge who sentenced the minister Io 2.’ 
years in prison. "

The story goes on to tell how Bubar "a see 
proclaimed psychic. " predicted the disaster, whu- 
doesn't seem so psychic, since he then arraign 
to set the factory aflame. The arson .ase. one .- 
the largest in U.S. history, proved Bubar s dvr 
whelming guilt," said the judge. Bubar continued 
to claim innocence.

TWO SPIRITUAL GIANTS!
Tjvo/ncredibfe Cassette Study Courses!

William Barclay 
Barclay:
New Testament Studies

Romans 12 (Belonging to 
the New Age); I Corinthians 
13 (Playground of Eccen­
trics); and John I; 1-18 
(Prologue to John’s Gos­
pel ) In four incisive 
studies, Barclay helps in­
dividuals and groups to 
understand even the most
obscure passages in these I 
provocative parts of 1 
scripture. A printed user’s I 
guide is included in the 1 
cassette packet. One C-60 I 
tape with study guide. 1 
$7.95. boxed I

BAPTIST 
BOOK 
iSTORES

umeni Studia

Leslie D. West her head
The Will of

1-cslie Weatherhead sets forth 
will in three aspects: intentional, ci

stantial, and ultimate. For l< 
( hristian. faced by rampant con: 

and violence, he shows how to 
spiritual order out of chaos. Study 

for individuals and groups inci 
Two C-60 tapes. $12.95, boxed

------- lapels). The Will al God @ $12.95, two 
C-60 usselle tapes, boxed No 819091

We also honor the following charge cards. Please 
give complete number and expiral 
date of the card 
□ BankAmericard □ American Exp 
□ Master Charge 
Accounl Number

Expiration Dare of Card

Interbank No, (Matter Charge Only)

Signature required il using

The : ole issue on the occult caused much 
iontrovr- v among readers. Even in the office, we 
JiJn't /■••• it though we believed it a subject 
Souther- Baptists should be aware of. Overall, 
il was •:<■ of the most unpleasant topics we've 
ever dealt with—and maybe Bubar's case illus­
trates why.

EDITOR 5 NOTE: Oct. 75 HM carried a story 
m the work of C.L. Hanshew of South Carolina 
The following letter updates that report: 
The two black summer missionaries who 
worked with us on Daufuskie Island were 
very successful in rebuilding the black 
church and I wish to thank the HMB and 
our state missions department for their 
help in this.

With the help of Rev. Irven Greene, a 
former summer missionary who was 
called into the ministry as a result of the 
work, we now carry on a full ministry at 
Union Baptist Church. Bro. Greene is 
the pastor.

The second Sunday each month we 
cross the water (to the island). I borrow 
a school bus and pick up the people 
we have church . then we take them 
home again. We go no matter how bad 
the weather. Sometimes it is cold and we 
get water in the boat; we get wet and 
cold. But we have promised them we will 
come and we intend to do just that.

Th, biggest problem we have is the 
watei >nd our boat is so small.

In recent service three women made 
profe ions of faith.

I fe now that we see some real results 
from e effort we have made during the 
year> after the students served over 
then or the summer. They did a very 
fine •.

C.L. Hanshew
Ridgeland. S.C.

H ME MISSIONS was saddened 
in nril by the death of Maxine Es- 
s. our secretary for the past two 
y< $- Maxine typed our manu- 
s* ts, letters and other editorial 

'rial; kept records; transcribed 
s; billed advertisers; and in 

m 7. many other ways, kept us 
s< -organized and on the right 
tr x—despite her bad health for 
If last six months. She was a kind 
a' gentle woman, uncomplaining 
a' always considerate, and her 
P1 sence will be missed.

Save 15% on the cost of these two 
items by buying them together!

BROADMAN COMMENTS, 
1976-77

The annual commentary 
on the Uniform Lessons. Don­
ald F. Ackland again has the 
section entitled "Studying 
the Bible"; Vernon Elmore 
and John M. Sykes, Jr. con­
tribute to "Applying the Les­
son", and Annie Ward Byrd 
and Ellis M. Bush write in 
"Teaching the Class."

New feature! This volume 
contains an INDEX ofall Bible 
passages studied in Uniform 
Lessons, 1971-77.

purchased separately, $3.95

THE TEACHER'S
BIBLE COMMENTARY

H. Franklin Paschall and Her­
schel H. Hobbs, editors 
Summarydiscussionsof Scrip­
ture passages in addition to 
supplementary information on 
the geography, archaeology, 
and history of Bible lands.
purchased separately, $14.95

A Broadman bonus 
at $15.95

BBRQADMAN
These two books and the 
Broadman bonus offer are 

available at your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE.

"I felt like a slave to my family and 
home, a robot I was bone tired and 
disappointed
For Janice Hearn, wife, mother and 
medicdi technologist, becoming truly 
Christian was no instant success story'
PEACE WITH THE RESTLESS ME is the 
story of her real-life pilgrimage from 
futility to wholeness and fulfillment 
Mrs Hedrn shares what she is learning 
- in the midst of everyday problems- 
about love. joy. peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, fidelity, aaapt- 
ability and self-control ‘ 
Every chapter is a rich, deep study of 
how the Holy Spirit transforms the 
believer's attitudes by working from 
the inside out

#80455 54 95 Order from your 
local Baptist bookstore



1% Interest 
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds

Offering Cumulation 
Tear out and mail to 
Bill Landdrs, ADM.

771-2480----------- -I

^Fiberglass 
^Baptistrieg

EASILY INSTALLED
LOW MAINTENANCE

RIGIDLY CONSTRUCTED
LIGHTWEIGHT

POOL GREEN COLOR
BEAUTIFUL ONE-PIECE BAPTISTRIES 
IN FIFTY-FOUR DIFFERENT MODELS. 
Available with or without %" plexiglas 
windows. Steps on one or both sides.
From T/i to 16'.

STEEPLES AVAILABLE FROM 10’ TO 37'
WALL CROSSES 
PLUMBING FIXTURES 
WATER HEATERS 
WATERPUMPS

For more Information on any 
of our products, contact your 
Baptist Book Store, or......

KICKSHAW, Inc

PRAYER CALENDAR______________
A quarterly listing of chaplains' birthdays

JULY
July 2: Huey A Bridgman, Ga., Army; Ira G 
Moss, Tenn., Army. July 3: Geoffry Knott Jr., 
N.C., Army; William P. Brock, Ala., hosp 
July 4: James Conard, Ark., hosp, Robert H 
Honeycutt, N.C., Army, John C Lee, S.C , 
inst.; Charles D. Phillips, Miss., hosp. July 5: 
Sloan E. Lister Jr., Ky., hosp.; J Eugene 
Ryder, N.C., n»sp.; Paul Henry Williams, Ga., 
Navy; B.Z Byrd, Miss., V A July 6' Blewett 
A. Smyth, Mich , V A, Charles P Van Frank. 
Okla., Navy; William Everett Tumblin, Ga., 
Navy; Kiyo Itokazu, Hawaii, Army^ Robert 
F. Satterfield, Fla., A.F. July 7: Winston P 
Fox, Ga., A.F., Franklyn D. Holley, Mo, Army, 
Charles N. Russell, Tex., Army; John C. Sar­
gent, Ark., Army; William W Wright, Va, 
V.A. July 8: Larry D. Farrell, N.C, Army. Jack 
L. Clack. Ark., ind.

July 9: Baxter M. Pond, S.C, hosp July 10: 
Joe M. Ellison, Tex., Army; Frank E Garver, 
N.C., Navy; William H. Vinson, Tex., Navy; 
Terry M. Welborn, Mo, hosp. July 11: Elmer 
G. Horn, Miss., Army; Robert C. Tate jr, 
Tex , Navy; Dan Keels, Ga., hosp.; John N. 
Sims, Ala., hosp. July 12: William E Donan 
Jr., Ky, Navy; Paul R. Wright, S.C, hosp 
July 13: Bruce Coltharp, Tex., A.F,- Richard 
L Park, Fla., Army; Carroll R Perry, Tex , 
V.A. July 14: Charles D Bass, Tex., Army. 
Thomas E. Reiff. Ind., hosp; Ralph M Gal­
braith. Canada, hosp. July 15: George A Nel­
son. Tex . V.A.; J.B Cheshire Jr, Fla., S.B.H ; 
Kenneth Pepper, Tex., hosp.; Roy O Swift. 
Ala., Navy; William Robert Shirah, S.C, inst.

July 16: Willie E. Buice, Ga., A.F July 17: 
Charles A. Meek, Ark., Army; John Boynton 
Tucker, Ark., V.A.; Buster P White, Tex . 
Army. July 18: Darrel C. Highsmith. Ill . A.F, 
Thomas H. O'Neal, S.C., hosp. July 20: Elmer 
H. Ammerman, Mo., Army; Donald L. Crow­
ley, Okla., Army; Alfred DeLossa Jr , Mass., 
Army; Richard S. Robbins, La., inst.; Reuben 
V. Watts, N.C, Navy. July 21: Wayne Durham, 
La., hosp., Lowell C. Todd, La., V A. July 22: 
Thomas T. Edwards, La., hosp. July 23: Gene 
B. Andress, Ala., Navy; Edwin A. Gates, Okla., 
Navy; Carrol L. Johnson, Tex., A.F.; William 
P. Webb, Fla., Army; Gary J. Cragun, N.Y, 
Navy. July 24: Louis D. Hendricks, Okla., 
Army; Horace Sams Jr., Ala., Army.

July 25: Byron Banta, Tex., Army, James 
E. Bishop, Tex., Army; Allen J. Harkness, N.Y.,

A.F ; Marion Ray Dareing, Okla , S B H July 
26: Weldon Langley, Tex . S B H . Horace L 
Smith, N.C., V A.; John L Harris. Tex., hosp 
July 27: B F Bennett. Tex. SB H . Phillip 
L. Tillman. Miss , A.F. July 28: Thomas D 
Denson. Tex., Army; Rodger E Rendahl Pa 
Army July 29: S. Denton Bassett. Tex , hosp 
Hubert R Hunting, Ohio, hosp., Howard R 
Porter. Ark., inst July 30: Thomas I Haley 
Ark., A.F . Wiley C. Guthrie, N.C . A F July 
31: Walter B Feagins Jr, Ga., Navy, Kenneth 
R. Israel, Mo, A.F , Billy J McKee, Tex . Navy 
Russell G. Waldrop, Miss., hosp

AUGUST
August I: Dallas G. Roscoe, La , Army. 

Larry Neil Shirey, Ala , Navy August 2: Roger 
G. Donathan, Okla., Army; David R Johnson 
N.C, A.F.; Jack R Peters, Okla . Navy Au­
gust 3: Lewis G. Burnett, Tex . Armv Thomas 
W. Black Jr., Miss., A.F.; Clarence R Bridges. 
Tex , inst. August 4: Kenneth H Edmi-ion. La 
Army; Calvin H. Garner, Ark , Armv Charles 
R. Parker Sr., Ga., Navy August 5: Lyndel 
C. Barnes, III., Army; Howard A. Ea>»’y. Ala 
Army, James R. Perdew, Mo, Nav. Parker 
C Thompson, Mo, Army; James E D,1 ird.Ga 
hosp August 6: Ray N Cooley. K- hosp 
Jack L Welch, Tex , A.F ; James i hitlock 
Miss., inst August 7: Lester T. Buck । w. Ga 
A.F ; Wallace M Hale, Tex., Army

August 8: John D. Ford Jr , Cali! Army 
Robert Wilson, La., hosp.; Charles H volcott. 
Tex., Army; Joe Frank Weber, Te VA 
August 9: Robert F Cullum, Tex , h ’ R‘" 
A Cadenhead, Ga, ind.; Baxter M I' L S C 
hosp. August 10: Willard David S Ga 
hosp.; Glenn T Fasanella, N.C, Arm August 
11: Bobby G. Allen, Miss., Army. R ->U 
Stephenson. Ky, hosp ; Richard W IcKay. 
Va., hosp.; Michael L. Nichols, M- Navj^

August 12: Francis A Knight. Fl Arm® 
August 13: William R. Eaton, An VA. 
Dean L. Minton, N.C., A.F. August 4: John 
I Gleason Jr., <ee, hosp.; Herbert Earley. 
Tex., inst. August 15: James T. Tn- Ala-- 
hosp.; Jerry M. Glass, S.D., V.A.; A -tin N 
Brown, Fla., inst.

August 16: Wesley E. Brett, N.C S.B-H- 
Jerry Don Reynolds, Tex , Army; Tir 'thy F 
Van Duivendyk, Mich., hosp. August 1»: 
Elvin B. Norris, Tex., Army; Jefferson > ’ Nof- 

man III. Ala , A.F, Billie H Pate, Calif., inst 
August 18: WT Permenter. Tex.. Army; Ken­
neth R Speer. Tex , Army; Sam C Rushing, 
la., hosp , Alfred J. Poole. S.C, hosp August 
19: Ray E Woodall, Miss., Army. August 20: 
lack R Bradshaw. Ga., Navy; George W 
Pettigrew Jr, N.C , Navy; Charles L. Phipps, 
Ga, inst . Wallace M. Hucabee, La., A.F, 
Delmar L Allen, Okla., Army. August 22: 
William G Justice, Tenn., S.B.H. August 23: 
lames E Doffin Jr., N.C , Navy; Leslie M 
Lefils. Tex , Navy; Elden H Luffman, Fla . 
Navy

August 24: Robert L. Browning, Miss., A.F , 
Wilford C Kimble, La., Navy; Paul H. Mason, 
Tenn . Army; Robert T Durham, Ky.. hosp 
August 25: Alfred W Meeks, Fla., A F ; Hugh 
D Smith, Tex., Navy; Clyde J Wood, Ala , 
Army. John R Boon. Tenn., inst August 26: 
George M Hinderer, Pa., Navy; Charles A 
Tyson. Tenn., Army; James David Reed, Ark., 
hosp August 27: Ralph McDonald, Ga, A.F ; 
IQ. Williams, Ark., Army; Bernie Lee Cala- 
way, ’ex, Navy. August 28: William K 
Bagnal - , S.C, Army; Steve L. Doran, Tenn . 
mst August 29: Paul B Cassibry, Ala , Army; 
Phillip Cassibry, Ala., Army; Gary E. F’en- 
ton, L. A.F. August 30: Joe H Morgan. Tex , 
Navy | Williamson, Minn., hosp., Robert 
I Pai co. Pa., Navy; Bobbie J Bundick, 
Tex. (my; Jonathan H. Waddell, Miss., 
hosp 'gust 31: Charles F Hill, Tenn , Army; 
Benp F Kelley, Ark., A.F.; Norman L
Redd, Fla , inst.

SEP:
Sep 

Miho 
Brool 
Luce 
ton, '

Sham 
veil [ 
NY.

Sep 
Robe 
ley. ‘ 
Britt.,

MBER
uber 1: George F Ricketts, Va., inst., 
i’ Snyder, Ohio, hosp.; Terry L. 
N.C., inst September 2: William L.
1 . A.F September 3: Charles T Clan- 

, Army; Walter B. Clayton Jr., Ky, 
omas W. Murphy, Kan., A.F.; Gordon 

iger, Miss., hosp September 4: Nor­
Knight, Ga., Navy; Edwin R. York, 
my.

mber 5: Jerry W. Shirley, Tex., Navy; 
I). Tatum, Tex., Navy; Robert L. Til- 

. Navy. September 6: Nathaniel H. 
Ala., A.F.; Ottly Owens Jr., S.C., 

!allie Williams, Tex., hosp.; Donald 
ton, Tex., hosp. September 7: Newton

V Cole, Miss , A F . Anthony W Johnson. 
Md . hosp September 8: Austin L Ingram, 
Calif , inst.; Virgil Lee Kearney. Tenn , V A

September 9: Ocie I Courtney Jr . Tex . 
Army; J Ernest Kelly. S C., hosp.; L L McGee. 
N C . S B H . John D Quick, Fla . Army 
September 10: Robert B Estes. Tex . Army; 
Heyward P Knight, SC. Army; Leo J Mc­
Donald, Tex , Navy; Charles E Mallard, Fla , 
Army September 11: Avery G Timmons. Tex , 
inst . James C’Rittenhouse. Ga , Navy, Joseph 
L Gilmore. Tex . hosp September 12: Henry 
E Quates Jr , Fla , A F September 13: Mar­
vin L Chamberlain, Mo, Navy, Frank E 
Deese, N.C , Army; Vernon L Fash. S C , A.F. 
September 14: H Marlowe Link, Calif, hosp; 
Jack F. Phillips, Tex., Navy; Roland J. Folks, 
Tex., hosp.; W Parks McKittrick, S C., hosp 
September 15: Jimmie D Baggett, Tex . A F ; 
George S Thompson, Tex , hosp

September 16: Donald E Fowler Jr , Minn . 
Army; Leonard C McGuire. Va . Army, Wil­
liam R Watts. Mo., inst., William N Williams, 
Tex., V.A September 17: Robert David 
Knight, S.C . Army; James F Peak, Ohio, inst. 
September 18: Eugene E Allen, Fla., Army; 
James R Taylor. Miss , ^.F, Richard Earl 
Martindale, Tex , Navy. September 19: Wil­
liam T Bassett, Okla . V A.. Harry T. Wright, 
Tenn , V.A September 20: Francis T Alewine. 
S.C . A F September 21: Ersmond Swaffar, 
Mo.. A.F.; Rodney C Wurst, Ga., A F Sep­
tember 22: Henry C. Kimbrell, Ala., inst.; Don 
E. Cureton, Tex , hosp., Thomas J Dubose, 
Fla., Navy September 23: Donald K Duncan, 
Ky, hosp ; Stanley O Miller. La.. Army; 
Samuel A Kimokeo. Hawaii, Navy; William 
T Taylor. Ky , Army September 24: Martin 
A Schlueter. Calif , hosp September 25: 
Robert Clayton Vickers, Ky.. Army.

September 26: Billy D Ingram. Tex., Army; 
Norman R. Beckham, Mo., V.A September 
27: Hollis H Bond, Tex., Navy; Jerry L. Mar­
tin, III., Army; C. Roy Woodruff, Ala., hosp.; 
Thermon E. Moore, Ga.. A.F.; Ezra J. Richard­
son, Mich., inst.; Charles R. Riggs, Ky., inst. 
September 29: James O. Beasley, Miss., 
Navy; James D. Johnson, N.C.. Army; Malcom 
W.Rogers, Ky.. Army; C Byron Smith, Ala., 
inst.; Jack W Elliott, Ala , A F September 30: 
Rhodes W Harper, Mo., Navy; Michael Sum­
mers, Tex., Navy; Stanley Ellison White, Tex., 
A.F •

3 new sermon 
books from a 
master of 
practical 
preaching.

Simple Sermons 
on Great Christian 
Doctrines by 
W. Herschel Ford. 
Dr. Ford presents 
easy-to-comprehend 
messages on the 
fundamental 
doctrines of the Christian 
faith. Written for the average 
laymen — 144 pages of straight 
thinking and wise simplicity. 
Paper, $1.95

Simple Sermons 
on New Testament 
Texts by 
W. Herschel Ford. 
A delightful, warm­
hearted series that 
responds to the 
dynamics of man’s 
progress in the space 
age. pointing out man’s need for 
God no matter where he is and 
what he’s doing. Paper, $1.95

Simple Sermons 
on Old Testament 
Texts by 
W. Herschel Ford. 
The author brings 
to light new 
approaches to the 
outline of God's 
plan of salvation 
as seen in the Old Testament. 
Inspirational and involving: 
filled with personal experiences. 
Paper, $1.95

Order these or any of the other 31 
“Simple Sermon" books by Dr. Ford ...

From Your
Baptist Bookstore

ZONdERVaN
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$6.95 hai 'back
$3.95 paper' ound

HU LINDSEY'S
most important book- 
a prophetic message 
of HOPE for...

THE TERMINAL 
GENERATION
Man can live about forty days without food, 
about three days without water,

-- about eight minutes without air... 
but only one second without HOPE.

In the midst of rapidly converging perils 
predicted in the Bible, Hal Lindsey 
reveals the greatest birth of hope 
in history.

This “terminal generation’’ is being 
offered many false hopes. Hal 
Lindsey’s book, THE TERMINAL 
GENERATION, presents the only 
true and lasting hope.

Order from your 
Baptist Book store
Published t>y

H. REVELL


