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you're out of the Bible Belt;you're in a completely new ball 
game. In High Point yo^can't drive a mile without seeing a 
church. In Akron, Ohio*, where we worked, you can drive for 
miles and miles and never see a church of any kind."

Each year. First BaptisrGliurch in Longview, Tex., sponsors 

a "Super Summer" program, which in '76 launched three 
teams to Wisconsin, New Mexico and Mexico. Each group is 
backed at home by a prayer support team and the church 
commissions the volunteers in a special service. Multimedia 
presentations featuring highlights of each trip, booths and 
displays with typical foods (Wisconsin cheese and Mexican 
tacos) tangibly link the church to the Super Summer experi­
ence. Program coordinator Dewayne Beaty believes, "The 
church can see what happens on these trips through our lives."

Meanwhile, association and state leaders, missionaries 

and pastors on the "receiving end" view the benefits—and 
the limitations—of mission teams.

Edith Lawrence, church extension director for the Baptist 
General Association of New England, had 40 groups working 
in her area this past summer.

Lawrence observes, "People who have been with our work 
for several years vyill tell you it could not be as advanced S»it 
is today withqpt -the outside help we have."

Ken Lyle, director of missions for the Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association, reports 12 years of mission team 
work in Nefv York City. Volunteers take two approaches: in 
language churches, they work to strengthen laypersons 
through Bible study and revival; in unchurched sections, 
groups "put out feelers to see if a church is needed or wanted," 
Lyle explains.

Facing a massive city overwhelmed by needs, some groups 
"experience a sense of futility—there's too little time," Lyle 
says. "They come in, work, and leave, all in a week's time."

But their work leaves another sort of frustration for New 
York City Baptists: "Part of our agony is that we reach many 
people through the mission teams in the summer," says Lyle, 
"and then are not able to follow them up."
Capitol Hill Metropolitan Baptist Church of Washington, 

D.C., helped Community Gospel Baptist Church make an in­
road to the Bronx in July. Walter Nashick, Bronx native and 
former cable splicer, pastors the 10-member church which in­
cludes Puerto Ricans, Jamaicans, a Hebrew, American blacks 
and Anglos.

Community acceptance comes hard, Nashick admits. 
There are obstacles I can't break through yet—languages 

and cultures I haven't penetrated."
Six of the 12 teenagers from Capitol Hill church manned 

Bible schools twice a day at Stevenson Commons, an im­
mense apartment complex walled by fences and electric 
gates. Sixty to 100 children turned up each day. Nashick and 
his family, who live in the complex, hope to follow up the 
contacts. •

Others trained eight teenagers at Wake-Eden Baptist 
Church to lead day camp activities for the 70 children in the 
church's summer program.

Tuesday and Thursday evenings found the Capitol Hill 
team at Hugh Grant Circle subway station for a session of 
street preaching.

We didn t know how those New York people were going 
to react to us," Dick Logsdon, associate pastor of Capitol Hill, 
confesses. "But we were amazed at how the people listened." 

While Nashick or Logsdon preached over an amplifying sys­
tem, the youth handed out tracts and talked to passers; >■.

"Our work gave Walter a real in with a lot of people the 
community," Logsdon says. "And our kids felt they had real­
ly helped."

At National Baptist Church in D.C., 12 mission team- held 
day camps in four city parks; some 2,000 children enr lied 
Dennis Evans, director of National Baptists' community mis­
sions program, gets most groups through the HMB. Fo» $60 
per person, the church furnishes all meals and pro. ides 
sleeping cots for the group in the church.

"Altogether, I'd say the program's been nothing but a 
blessing to the community," Evans asserts.

After a successful trip, many teams ask, "Should' we go 
back next year?"

Edith Lawrence in New England doesn't encourage teams 
to return to the same area. "Things change, and the groups 
find situations are never the same as they remember them." 

\et for many teams, including Vineville's, return visits 

create continuity and build solid relationships. Plotting its 
mission strategy, Vineville adopted a plan to return to each 
state, home and foreign field every summer for five years.

Returning for their fourth summer at Rabun Gap, Ga., 
Vineville voftinteers reaped the benefits of a long-term court­
ship at Chechero Baptist Church, pastored by full-time me­
chanic Herschal Hopkins.

In the beginning, Chechero members were slow to accept 
the group, but this year, according to Shirley Scoggins, "We 
felt a warmth and friendliness we hadn't.experienced before."

Roger Saunders, pastor of Bethel Baptist in Rabun Gap, 
attributes Chechero's increased interest in association activi­
ties to Vineville: "Chechero has worked alone in past years, 
like a large number of churches in the county, and hasn't 
been overly cooperative with the association. But since the 
Vineville group has been working with them, they want to 
get involved in the association, which has helped tremen­
dously."

Scoggins sees progress, too, in relationships with members 
at Chechero. "Two women who served refreshments this 
year became Christians when we were here last summer "

Doors also opened this year with Bethel Baptist Church 
"It's a first experience for Bethel to work with the Vineville 
people, but I've worked with them for three years and my 
sharing with Bethel about them helped prepare the w iy," 
says Saunders, who also teaches biology at Rabun County 
High School.

Other teams have experienced similar results when ret rn- 
ing several years to the same location. For Levern Jor lan, 
youth and music director of Memorial Baptist Churc in 
Houston, this year's return to the Rio Grande Valley ind 
Mexico strengthened groundwork laid in 1975. "It's my i ’in­
ion that when you relate several years with one group of eo- 
pie, you establish a working rapport and can do mor t<u 
assist them in their ministry." 1

"We're not interested in one-shot deals," Elmin Ho ell, 
Texas River Ministry coordinator, emphasizes. "Aft, r 3 
group has been to the river, they know it's not a fun trip But 
they come back again and again because it takes tim to 
build up the leadership."

An example is the 68-member team from First Ba| tist 

Church, Donaldson, Tenn., which made the long haul to La- 
Grulla, Tex., in a van, two cars and a bus, followed by a 10- 

foi tractor trailer rig loaded with building supplies.
. hile parts of the group held VBSs, sewing classes, a med- 

ica .linic and revival at various places, a construction crew 
ere ted a new building for the Mission Bautista LaGrulla.

Ve knew they were bursting at the seams after there 
we e 327 decisions for Christ last year, so we got a burden 
ab« ut building them a church," says Jack Barron, minister of 
education at Donaldson.

Barron agrees with Howell's policy of long-term assign­
ments. "We accomplish more because they know us—we've 
learned to love them and they've learned to love us. Going 
back gives us a strong continuing relationship."

But not every experience with summer mission teams has 

been positive. David McKenzie, an HMB missionary to Nava- 
hos m New Mexico, recalls one group being so "unwilling to 
accept local customs and mores—like the boys not taking off 
their shirts while working—that we had to send them home." 

US-2er Randy Hurst, working in the resort community of 
Gatlinburg, Tenn., at the gateway to Smoky Mountain 
National Park, has found "some of the groups that come 
through here just want to give concerts and perform rather 
than doing the more menial work."

The problem is compounded for Hurst, who handled 12 
summer missions teams in 1976, when groups want to sing in 
churches. "Most of them are doing the same musicals," 
Hearst explains, "and the churches get tired of it."

Until recently, much of the mission traffic through Gatlin­
burg has been singing groups, he says, but "the ones who 
really prepared to do a variety of things have been quite 
successful."

Larry Bryson, director of missions for South Carolina, 
echoes Hurst. During the '76 summer season, Bryson 
planted 30 mission groups, most of them choirs, along the 
Grand Strand, a 40-mile stretch of sandy beaches on the 
South Carolina coast which lures 15-million sun-seekers each 
year.

Most groups come well-prepared musically, but they 
aren't prepared to deal with the resort situation," he explains. 
"When they're preparing for a backyard Bible club back 
h<>me, most have the church and all its facilities. In the resort 
a ea, you have to bring and take everything with you.

Some also are not ready for one-to-one or low-key wit- 
t ssing, which is vital in resort ministry," Bryson observes.

Bryson feels the remedy is better homework.
I think there should be a little closer screening of groups 
the Board level before they come, and also, more orienta- 
•n of what they are expected to do at the state level.
Bryson sees the choir tour continuing as a strong outreach 
vacationers, but senses a move toward a wider ministry.

4any choirs are saying to us now, 'Singing is secondary—a 
-product. We want a chance to do some mission work, too.
A mission trip to the Grand Strand provides "an excellent 
lance for young people to have a firsthand opportunity to 
are their faith in a non-Christian setting," Bryson con­

udes. "When they have to come to grips with people where 
ley are, they realize that not everyone out there is a Chris- 
an." 

tennis Evans of D.C.'s National Baptist^Church believes 
he most difficult job of many mission team members is to 
ibjugate themselves to our program and to the Lord s serv- 
e. A few of them come on an ego trip to sing and save every- 
ody, and that's not going to doit.''

Evans—like others—has also had trouble with groups can­
celing, "leaving us with a lot of food, four camps to run and 
no counselors."

For Kenneth Neibel, director of missions for Central In­
diana Baptist Association, mission teams are a summer main­
stay. But he, too, cites cancellations as among his biggest 
problems: "We had one church that lined up 20 backyard 
Bible clubs for a group that canceled a week before they were 
to arrive, which meant this church had to go back and say, 
'Hey, we can't have those Bible clubs after all.'"

This past summer, 25 groups signed up, but only 12 came. 
"Some of these groups write to the HMB with stars in their 
eyes about something they want to do. So they volunteer 
without really counting the cost," Neibel explains.

"Somehow, we need to tell them, 'Look, this is going to 
cost you a wad of money.'"

A church that found that out the hard way is North High­
lands of Huntsville. In 1975, the church's youth group had 
gone to Tellico Plains, Tennessee.

"The team didn't know what it was getting into," explains 
Ed Casady, a church worker at North Highlands. "They 
worked hard," but lack of preparation and tensions with an­
other group working in Tellico created a difficult week. This 
year, plans for a second trip fizzled. The youth were unen- 
thusiastic and money was hard to raise, says Casady.

To overcome North Highlands' bad experience, Casady has 
decided to backtrack: "We're going to work at home first." 

Another group that suffered disappointment aft^r a mis­

sion tour—despite being well prepared and doing extensive 
planning—was Oakwood Baptist of Chattanooga, Tenn.

Assigned by the HMB to Concord, N.H., a town of 17,000 
people with two independent Baptist churches and strong 
Catholic heritage, the group known as New Found Peace 
worked with Paul Glenn, HMB church extension missionary.

New Found Peace had learned how to take a mission trip 
from Bill Morris of First Baptist Church in Donaldson, Tenn. 
Morris and his choir traveled to Chattanooga for a training 
session with Oakwood, then gave a concert in a shopping 
Ball as a live demonstration. After an overnight retreat, the 

akwood team primed for the trip by leading three local 
backyard Bible schools. The work paid off.

For one week in 1974, the 37-member team ran four back­
yard Bible clubs, enrolling some 220 children, sang on the 
steps of the New Hampshire state capitol building and pre­
sented concerts for a three-night stand in a rented hall.

Jim Gouge, minister of music at Oakwood, described the 
experience as "a grand attempt at raw mission work.

"We sang at a nursing home, a prison and a restaurant. 
Whatever anyone needed doing, we did it."

Missionary Glenn remembers, "There was $700 worth of 
media blitz before and during the week they were here. It 
was the first time the community had ever come across any­
thing like that."

He attributes the community's favorable reception to Oak­
wood's readiness: "They were sharply-dressed, polished and 
well-prepared."

In the summer of '75, a mission youth group from Johns­
town, Pa., followed New Found Peace and "because of the 
excellent groundwork laid by the Chattanooga choir, the 
Pennsylvania team was also well-received by the community," 
says Glenn.

Yet despite community acceptance, the Oakwood mission 
trip had no lasting results in Concord. A women's Bible study
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which began meeting disbanded after several months.

"When you invite people. to a religious concert, the 
churched people are the ones who come," Glenn remarks. 
"Those who heard the Oakwood concerts probably enjoyed 
them, but just weren't interested in starting another church."

The situation had npt altered when the Pennsylvania team 
arrived, says Glenn. Their leader, John Smith, "made a con­
certed effort to find a family who showed an interest in start­
ing a Southern Baptist church.

"He went away shaking his head."
Part of the problem, Glenn feels, is lack of follow-up. 

Based in Manchester 15 miles south of Concord, Glenn con­
centrates his efforts to train laypersons in the 21-member 
church there.

"Until we get a firm foundation in Manchester, we really 
can't cement anything in Concord," he believes. "So it's go­
ing to be a slow process."

For Oakwood, two years later, the mission tour concept 
raises mixed reactions. Gouge claims outside demands on 
the young people's time and a major church building pro­
gram have made it difficult to recruit volunteers and raise 
money for mission trips. And youth participation in local mis­
sions has not significantly increased since the days in Con­
cord.

"1 wish I could say the mission trips made all the kids Kant 
to get out and witness in school and visit on Monday nights 
with the church, but I can't see that it has," Gouge observes.

Some Oakwood members questioned the value of mission 
trips, accorfing to the minister of music. "We have a segment 
who say, 'Some of the youth aren't committed' or, 'We spend 
too much money on the young people'—but there are also 
those who feel it's one of the finest things the young people 
can do.

"Sometimes after hearing all the pros and cons, I think 
well, what's the use?" Gouge admits. "I see the value of mis­
sion tours, yet when you have to continually sell a program, 
you get tired after awhile."

Though the numbers have dwindled slightly. Gouge feels 
the core of youth interested in missions is strongly committed.

The spiritual growth I have seen in the youth this year is 
a culmination of some of the lessons they've learned in the 
past from mission trips, he says. "I think the ultimate results 
from mission trips will be when these young people become 
adults, have church responsibilities and are able to put to 
work some of the ideas they picked up on the trips." 
Commitment, as well as a long-timer's attitude, seem to be 

the key in Vineville's success at Rabun Gap, Fleming, Ky., and 
Jamaica—the three mission sites it's visited for the past few 
years.

Each year, new friends are hard to leave and needs still 
clamor for attention. But for Vineville, the promise of return 
eases good-byes and knits a thread of continuity through the 
year at home in Macon.

Rabun Gap's Roger Saunders measures the team's effect 
on his community. "With the mountain people, outsiders are 
always foreigners. They're never really fully accepted," he 
explains.

And that s what s amazed me about the Vineville group. 
They've been taken in wherever they've gone. They become a 
part of the churches for the week they're here."

Fleming pastor David Lyons senses new strength in the 
Kentucky work as a result of Vineville's visits. "We won't 
stop seeing the results of this for many years to come. Some 
of the work they did would have taken me a long time to do."

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAN MARTIN

Lyons'attitude, reflected in hundreds of other mission w -k- 
ers' experiences, makes the HMB's Joel Land forecast a in­
creasing number of mission teams—despite the gro ing 
pains and problems of the burgeoning movement—wil, hit 
the road in coming years.

Recognizing the need to better prepare the teams and ver­
sons or churches they work with, Land and the Church M jsic 
Department of the Sunday School Board are developing ways 
of teaching local churches how to recruit and train mission 
teams.

As the number of volunteers multiplies, Land predicts sev­
eral trends may change the direction of missions strategies.

"A typical student summer missionary spends a week here, 
a week there," Land explains. "By using mission groups to 
do one-week programs, we free up summer missionaries for 
more long-term responsibilities."

The success of the SBC's Bold Mission Thrust emphasis on 

evangelizing and starting Southern Baptist churches hangs 
partly on the availability of mission teams, Land believes. "I 
think they are becoming one of the standard ways of starting 
new churches."

After a mission team moves into an area to break ground, a 
home Bible study led by a local person often results. If the 
study thritjbs, the next step is Sunday services in a hotel. 
Masonic lodge or school building. Gradually, the nucleus 
planted by a mission group matures into a church.

Land feels most volunteer groups generate good publicity 
for the denomination. "Sometimes people outside the South 
don't know who Southern Baptists are— they hear the word 
'South' and conjure up a lot of negative' ideas. So just getting 
a vital, strong, ordinary Baptist group to do something in the 
public eye is valuable."

Kenneth Neibel, director of missions for Central Indiana 
Baptist Association, also counts the mission teams as a fi­
nancial asset. "If you can imagine a congregation of 25 hav­
ing a group come in to do 25 backyard Bible clubs and enroll 
700 to 1,000 kids, and the prospects that turn up, you'll have 
an idea of what we save.

"We would have to pay a pastor's salary for a long time for 
him to be able to turn up that many prospects."

Larry Bryson in South Carolina sees mission groups aiding 
local churches in reaching vacationers. "These teams help us 
extend a witness to people passing through our state who 
otherwise might not be reached in their local communities."

Land also foresees the mission youth groups altering the 
missionary's role. As more volunteer power takes over ;he 
job of witnessing and ministering, the missionary will con­
centrate on coordinating work on an administrative le'el.

James Hatcher, pastor of Atco Baptist Church in Carti .-s- 
ville, Ga., predicts that mission teams may effect even m 're 
noticeable changes at the grassroots level: "We send miss, on 
teams from this church because of Christ's command to go 
ye,' and also, because we hope the next generation is gc 
to be far more involved in the total mission program than hr 
current generation, is.

"The mission trip experience has had a significant imp >ct 
on our youth, who will take the leadership reins shortly. ? nd 
when they do, I think Southern Baptist churches are going to 
see a greater mission involvement across the total member­
ship."

For Vineville pastor Tommy Jones, that large-scale in­
volvement is reality. "It makes a pastor feel good all ovei to 
see so many of his people witnessing, teaching and training " •

what if 
you gave a 

backyard 
Bible club 

and 
nobody 
came?

Or if you gave one and 40 kids came? And it rained, and rained, and rained? 

Or if you had just started and the ice cream truck arrived? Good-by kids. 

Or if a pack of dogs growled and fought and scared away 
the kids you had laboriously collected?

Or if the park maintenance man decided to turn on the lawn sprinklers 
at just the spot where you were working with the children?

£)r if you were expecting a dozen kids and five times that number showed up? 

This summer, 48 students—male and female—had these and similar experi- 
Continued

28 NOVEMBER NOVEMBER 29



summer was a time of exploration, an opportunity t) di scover the nature of God’s call...
ences as they learned, firsthj
means to start a new c 
dents, from Midwesterr 
Southeastern and South 
inaries, were part of a c 
project jointly sponsor*

what it 
'he stu-

Southwestern, 
rn Baptist sem- 
urch extension 

by the semi­
naries and the Church Extension Depart­
ment of the Home Mission Board.

Their objective: to start new churches 
wherever possible.

Their tools: backyard Bible clubs, va­
cation Bible schools, home Bible fellow­
ships, kaffeeklatsches, door-to-door sur­
veys, telephone calls and/or whatever 
they thought would work.

They worked in places with exotic 
names: Kamiah, Ahwatukee, Blackfoot, 
Sunblest, Palos, Zionsville. And in places 
well known: Chicago, Houston, Phoenix. 

Some of the students were effective. 

Others weren't. Some won. Some lost. 
For some, it was a positive experience. 
For others, it was negative.

All had problems of one sort or an­
other. Most were minor, but for at least 
one team, problems snarled nearly every 
attempt. r.

"It was a pretty discouraging summer," 
recalls Fred Peiper, Jr. Peiper ahd his 
partner, Henry Flowers, worked in sev­
eral small towns south of Chicago's 
O'Hare Field. From the first, they were 
stalled by red tape.

"City officials told us we had to get a 
peddler's permit to go in," Flowers says. 
"They told us it required city council ac­
tion. Then, a couple of weeks later, they 
said the council didn't need to act."

Finally, Flowers and Peiper were al­
lowed to visit communities from 9 a.m. 
until 4 p.m., hardly the most effective 
time for door-to-door surveys.

"We tried to get telephone surveys go­
ing, but it was too easy for the people to

Across the United States, seminary students 
work in many activities, from backyard 
Bible clubs to visitation, to discover 
nuclei for new churches. Previous page: 
Desiree Oakley teaches children in a 
Chicago club. Right, clockwise from above: 
Richard Evans points out placefhe 
worked,as a bus takes members of the missions 
committee of First Baptist. Magnolia, 
through the area of a north Houston 
suburb; Kamaih, Idaho pastor Larry Maxwell- 
deft) and summer worker ]im Russell 
talk to cedar mill foreman Bob Lycan, a 
member of Maxwell's Pine Ridge church; in a 
section of north Indianapolis, Myra Kampen 
and Harriette Harp visit door-to-door.

hang up on us. We didn't have much luck 
doing that," Peiper says.

Nor did they respond to door-to-door 
solicitation. "It was an .experience," 
Flowers says. "I never had a door 
slammed in my face before. The people 
were so cross."

On one occasion, Flowers was chased 
by a large dog as he attempted to make 
contacts.

But occasionally Peiper and Flowers 

found humor in their situation: "One of 
our villages had a sign as you drove in on 
the main street," Flowers says. "The 
sign said: 'Welcome to Worth, the 
Friendly Village ' Somebody spray 
painted out the 'Friendly' part."

Despite handicaps and limitations, 
Flowers and Peiper began two backyard 
Bible clubs, one of which was continual­
ly disrupted: "The devil drives an ice 
cream truck in Chicago," Flowers says 
ruefully. "Every time we'd get started, 
here he'd come. And there'd go the kids."

At their fther club, they had only six 
kids. From an extremely low-income 
area, the kids were extremely unkempt. 
Flowers recalls. As one activity, the team 
led a song in which each participant licks 
his lips.

"One of the kids was so dirty that 
when he licked his lips the saliva ran 
down his chin and made mud on his 
face," Flowers explains.

Being around such people "has been 
like working in a foreign country a 
culture shock for me," Peiper feels. And 
Flowers adds, "They are so confined. I 
know their home is thdir castle, but up 
here they lock themselves up in it."

Similar sentiments were echoed by an­

other Chicago team—Catherine Hall and 
Theresa Lukaesko — who worked in a 
large townhouse development.

"This was a very closed in area... the 
people didn't want you to penetrate their 
little domains. They were not friendly at 
all," Hall says.

"It took us all summer to get to a point 
of trust. It is very hard, very slow," Lu­
kaesko explains.

The area, called Brandywine, also pre­
sented an unusual problem for the team. 
Although they held five backyard Bible 
clubs and one Vacation Bible School, 
they found community activities for fam­
ilies so well planned it was difficult for 
tl^ Baptist events to compete.

"After being here this summer, we can 
really identify with what the pastor goes 
through in trying to start a church up 
here," Lukaesko says.

Ihe other two Chicago teams had bet­
ter success.

The Mark Munsons, aided by Susan 
Melton, started five home Bible fellow­
ships, mostly from door-to-door cultiva­
tion. "We made about 1,000 calls," Mrs. 
Munson says. "We probably had an eas­
ier time getting into the homes than 
some of the other teams, because people 
let a couple come in to their homes eas­
ier than they let two men."

Their work was slow and many days 
"we don't see anything," Mrs. Munson 
recalls. "Then something would come 
along to show us God was working. We 
planted the seed. We didn't know what 
God was doing, but every once in a while 
he let us know by seeing or hearing 
something."

The other Chicago team, the Anthony 
Oakleys, worked with a newly estab­
lished Berea Baptist Mission; because 
they had a congregational base from 
which to begin, their assignment was 
"not what we expected ..." Yet they met 
with success in conducting backyard 
Bible clubs.

One attracted 120 persons, including 
children and adults. Another attracted 
about 40, but a heavy rainstorm ham­
pered activities for two days.

When the rains came, they met in the 
basement of a church member's home. 
"She was sure relieved when the sun 
came out the third day," Oakley says, 
laughing.
The student church-starting project was 

begun in 1975 by John Allen, Alaska 
missions director who then was with the 
HMB Church Extension Department.

This year's group was the largest con­
tingent to participate in the 10-week 
seminar program. In six of the seven 
cities to which they were assigned—In­
dianapolis, Rochester, Chicago, Phoenix, 
San Antonio and Houston—they concen­
trated on projects designed to begin new 
work.

In the seventh area—Utah/ldaho—the 
team worked in church growth.

"The first reason for the program is to 
develop workers," explains Allen. 
"Church extension people need the sen­
sitivity ... need to know how it is done.

"The second reason we send seminary 
teams out is to get new work started. In 
1975, we saw 11 new works started.

"The third reason is to sensitize semi­
naries as to a practical approach to mis­
sions."

Ebbie Smith of Southwestern semi­
nary, working with the church growth 
team in Utah/ldaho, notes:

"The internship program places semi-
Contmued
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knocking on doors was a new experience...

David Holland attracts children in Indianapolis.

nary students into the real world of serv­
ice. For some of them it is their first effort 
at actually ministering to people in a 
church situation. It also places students 
in vital contact with pioneer areas. It is 
of great significance not only in the lives 
of the interns, but in their influence on 
others as they return and tell about their 
experiences.

"Some of the interns feel a definite 
leaning toward pioneer work. Others 
have come to understand that they are 
not to work in pioneer fields. Both deci­
sions are important."

For many of the students, the summer 
was a time of exploration, an opportuni­
ty to discover whether God'was calling 
them to home mission work.

For some, even taking part in the pro­
gram was a difficult decision. Oakley, 
for instance, works as a jail chaplain 
near Southeastern seminary. He knew 
the great need of his work. He did not 
know much about the pioneer project. 
Yet he decided to spend the summer in 
church extension.

In Chicago, the teams worked under 

supervision of Dale Cross, missions di­
rector. Part of their efforts were co­
ordinated through "Extend, Now," a 
committee of the Chicago Baptist Asso­
ciation.

Denzil Alexander, pastor of Wood 
Dale Baptist Church, and chairman of 
the committee, says: "I feel the project 
is a good thing ... it's been helpful.

"The one big problem I see is that it's 
tough getting beyond the feeling of tem­
porariness. They were here only 10 
weeks—that's a very short time." 
Four teams worked with Ken Neibel, 

missionary in Indianapolis. Three estab­
lished new work areas. The fourth culti­
vated prospects for an already started 
work.

One team, Larry Roberts and David 
Holland, established a preaching point 
at Cumberland, a suburb with 85,000 
people and one Southern Baptist church. 
Their backyard Bible clubs attracted 
large numbers of children.

Roberts, a diploma student who s; 'nt 
many years in construction, notec. he 
was "a little disappointed in the re­
sponses from the adults. It was g eat 
with the children, but not much from the 
adults."

Holland, a large man with a fierce red 
beard who grew up in a pioneer miss >ns 
pastorium in Colorado, attracted < hil- 
dren with the ease of a candy salesman.

"When the kids sang the little sung 
about Zacchaeus, they found all sort - of 
things to climb up on. They even cluni>ed 
on me," he recalls.

Each team faced a different situation; 

each functioned differently. But only in 
one place—Houston—did major prob­
lems develop over relationships between 
churches and teams. It was severe 
enough that one team member went 
home midway through the assignment; 
another followed a week later.

Hugh Durham, missions director for 
the Tryon-Evergreen Association in 
Conroe, near Houston, explains, "There 
is a conflict between something that will 
work in pioneer areas where you don't 
have churches and established areas 
where you do.

"The pastors—or at least one of their 
staff members—should have been 
brought into the orientation process so 
they could understand what the teams 
were to do."

The team which broke down was as­
signed to a church with "an uncompro­
mising and unrelenting resistance to 
anything that did not feed people into the 
local church," adds Durham.

Although the two women who w<‘nt 
home had problems relating to e.’ch 
other—"they just didn't get along well 
—their church acerbated their difficult <es 
by wanting "to use the team for its m- 
mediate benefit, no matter what he 
Home Mission Board or the semin ry 
wanted.

"They even asked one of the girls to 
work as a secretary for a week. T ey 
told her to put the church extern on 
materials on the desk and if I or any ne 
connected with the program came by to 
act like she was working on* the pre set 
materials," Durham explains.

"This just dramatizes the need to h we 
church leaders iijyolved in the orie; ta- 
tion. It also dramatizes the need to h ve 
the guidelines rewritten for establis -ed 
areas."

Durham adds that all of the teams in 
the Houston - Conroe area w< re 
"squelched to some extent" by the 1. ck 
of understanding, -and several chu-ch

GIFTS FQR EVERYONE 
ON YOUR EH RI STM AS LIST!

( iristmas Crafts for Everyone
E*elyn Coskey; illustrated by Roy Wallace

Mockingbirds and Angel Songs

Iriemational handicrafts with supplementay step-by-step 
directions and line drawings. Gather the family 'round and 
make clever, colorful decorations and tree ornaments, and 
enjoy European Christmas recipes. $8.95

& Other Prayers
Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley
Down-to-earth talks with God from two popular, inspirational 
authors. Enjoy the sound of a cricket on a hearth—the 

sweet smell of fresh strawberries—advice on 
how to cope with budgets and hard-to-love neigh­
bors. A book to read day after day. $3.50

the wishes he has granted? This hilarious 
fantasy sends children and adults into the creative 
world of Loma Balian. Ages 4-8. $6.95

The Sweet Touch 
written and illustrated 
by Loma Balian
What happens when a young genie 
is unable to “turn off" one of

The Good Tinies Songbook
James Leisy
All the old favorites in the pop, folk, 
patriotic, barbershop, spiritual, dixie­
land/and other music fields! Great 
for use at home, school, church, or 
camp. Colorfully illustrated. $14.95, 
cloth (Leader’s edition); $1.95, 
paper

A Mother’s Gifts
E. Jane Mall
A perfect gift for any season. In­
spiring scripture, meditations, 
and prose depict the special gifts 
found in a mother's life. Beautiful­
ly bound and gift-boxed. $3.50

Letters to Karen
On Keeping Love in Marriage
Charlie Shedd
Timeless advice to young people 
seeking a happy, lasting marriage. 
Brides and bndes-to-be will 
cherish its advice. "Good reading." 
-Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
NEW GIFT EDITION. $8.95

The Will of God
Leslie D. Weatherhead
No one has more eloquently and clearly 
explained God's will than Leslie Weatherhead. 
This little book will ease someone’s con­
fusion. GIFT EDITION. $3.95

Young Readers Bible
A special RSV Bible to answer the 
questions of inquiring young minds. 
Large 8'/i" x 11" pages with introductory 
helps to each Bible book. Chapter 
and verse headings are in familiar 
dictionary-like format. Full-color maps 
and over 600 two-color illustrations^ 
$4.95 /

Abingdon Bible Handbook
Edward P. Blair
A new Bible handbook with a lot to 
offer! It contains information for 
beginning Bible students, histories 
of each Bible book and the Apocry­

pha, tips on how to interpret 
scripture, and much, much more. 
Lavishly illustrated. $15.95

order from vour bapttsl book store

abingdon
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Later Years 
a Challenge 
Instead of 
a Struggle

Patterns for 
Mattire Living
Milton Henry Keene

. With a down-to-earth, yo’u- 
and-me conversational style, 
written in extra-large print, 
this totally “up” book tells 
what over-sixty people can do!

This inspirational book 
will fire your imagination and 
dispel your fears if you 
dread the retirement years. 
Supplied with examples of other 
successful over-sixty persons 
who have overcome the 
old-age blues, it is truly an up­
lifting experience.

Excellent for individuals or 
groups who are interested 
in “truly living" during the 
golden years. $4.95

order from your baptist book store

abingdon

leaders in the south Texas area were 
"frustrated by failure to get immediate 
response. Most pastors in established 
areas don't understand the methods of 
enlistment of people in peripheral areas." 
Techniques such as home Bible fellow­
ships, ladies' coffees and small-group 
Bible studies are not "liked down here 
by most of the pastors. Small groups 
have been closely identified with the 
charismatic movement," Durham says.

"One of the greatest things the Home 
Mission Board can do in established 
areas is to show pastors how to reach 
non-Baptists and people who will not 
come directly into the church," Durham 
concludes.
Despite problems, however, one team 

identified an area of new work in the 
burgeoning area north of Houston.

Steve Cloues and Richard Evans 
helped First Baptist Church of Magno­
lia survey a rapidly developing suburb 
between Magnolia and Tomball. After­
wards, the missions committee of the 
church voted to establish a new work, 
rather thaii^ttempt to bus people from 
the area to Magnolia.

Another Houston team workec m a 
planned community. Mike and Kay 
Stroope spent the summer "tryin out 
some new methods and some new trat- 
egy. Our whole intention was to s rvey 
the area" around Woodlands B ptist 
Church and "try to minister to its m ’ds.” 
For them, "the summer was a succ* -s., 
knowing we touched the lives of ome 
people..."
The summer work was a homeci ning 

of sorts for Tom Daniel, who grew ip in 
Phoenix and graduated from Grand Can­
yon College.

Assigned to the planned community 
of Ahwatukee on the southern edge of 
Phoenix, Tom and Becky Daniel had dif­
ficulty penetrating the area, despite 
holding Bible clubs; participating in the 
life of the community; doing survey 
work; and leading Bible fellowships

"Ahwatukee means 'house of my 
dreams' in Crow Indian language," 
Daniel says. He explains that the com­
munity now has about 2,000 residents, 
but is projected to have 90,000 when it is 
finished. Phoenix itself anticipates a 
population "bigger than Los Angeles by

Conrnuea

"Life on the mission field... 
takes on new meaning”

—Clifford R. Raad, Executive Director, 
Greater Chicago Sunday School Association

When Dr. Paul Jorden, an orthopedic surgeon from Wheaton, Illinois, 
decided to give a year of his life to medical missionary work in Africa 
—and to take his wife and nine children with him—he was told to 
expect lots of hard, unremitting, often unrewarding work. What the 
Jordens found, and what this book so radiantly describes, is the deep 
satisfaction that working for others can bring, in Dr. Raad’s words, 
“to a family who love and respect one another 
and have a deep reverence for the 
Heavenly Father!’ Photographs.

$6.95 4—A ou, not.

HAWTHORN BOOKS

SURGEON 
___4____ 4__■ * • ■ 1

WflWI!
by Dr. Paul Jorden 
and James Adair
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In the true Christmas spirit
give Oxford Bibles.

These handsome Oxford Bibles will 
be warmly appreciated and cherished 
for years to come for their beautiful 
page settings and quality bindings.

The New Scofield Reference Bible 
The ideal choice for the person who 
wants to get more out of his reading 
and study, it contains many special 
features and the King James Version 
text with some word changes for 
greater clarity.

Red Letter Editions
from $24.95 to$33.50
Shown: Handy Size, 09257xRL.
Legostre Grain Cowhide, gold edges, 
gold roll. Black. Blue, Brown, or 
Burgundy. $32.50

King James Version Bibles

Small Size Text Bible
Shown: 01022x. French Morocco, 
gold edges. Black, Brown, or 
Burgundy. $9.95

Large Size Concordance Bible 
Shown: 04883x. French Morocco, 
gold edges. Black or Burgundy.
Black Letter Edition. $24.95

Large Size New Testament 
with Psalms
Shown: 0426x. East Indian Calf, gold 
edges. Black, Brown, or Burgundy. 
$11.95

All styles shown above are printed 
on India Paper.

Black Letter Editions 
from $9.50 to $57.50
Shown: Large Size, 09176x. Oasis
Grain Cowhide, gold edges, gold 
fillet. Black, Blue, Brown, Burgundy, 
or Green. $32.00

Palm Size Text Bible 
Shown: 01156x. East Indian Calf.

At your Baptist Bookstoregold edges. Black. Brown, or
Burgundy$13.95 qxfqrd UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Y)uve read the 
sensational, 
now read the 
Scriptural
With so much being written about Israel, 
and so much confusion over its prophetic 
significance, Israel: A Biblical View pro­
vides a welcome change. Here is a straight­
forward introduction to the religious 
meaning of Israel through a careful study of 
the Scriptures. Beginning by discussing the 
“servant of the Lord” concept, William 
LaSor, Professor of Old Testament at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, traces the history of 
Israel from Abraham to Paul. He looks at 
the place of Israel in biblical prophecy and 
the important relationship between Israel 
and the New Testament church. ("If we 
want to know what God has been doing ail 
these centuries, if we want to know what he 
is doing today, we must understand what 
Israel is")

Israel: it’s amazing how clear this emotion­
ally charged subject becomes when it’s 
stripped of sensational interpretations.
"Professor LaSor's book is marked by bal­
ance, wisdonff"and fidelity to biblical 
teaching."

—Carl Edwin Annerding 
Regent College

abtofcol view
WILUAM SANFORD LA SOR

the story that Dorothy Clarke Wilson 
waited ten years to write

I he
WOMAN of theYEAR!
A book for ALL seasons...

1635-5 paper $2.45
order from your 

■ Boptiit Book Store

482 IIB- eerdmans 
m II PUBLISHING CO.

2000.“
"The hardest part has been slowing 

down to wait for things to develop nor­
mally," Daniel says. "It has taken awhile 
to get the work started."

One way of becoming involved was 
through tennis. Daniel won a prize in a 
community tennis tournament.

"Tom played on the college tennis 
team, and I play some tennis," Mrs. 
Daniel says. "I think tennis is going to 
play a big part in our ministry here."

So wrapped up are the Daniels in their 
work they have elected to remain in 
Phoenix.

For Gary and Joyce Bowser, too, Phoe­

nix was a homecoming. He graduated 
from Grand Canyon College and lived in 
Arizona before moving to Texas.

"We had worked in several missions 
before coming back this summer," says 
Bowser, a 1976 Southwestern Seminary 
graduate who returned to Fort Worth in 
the fall to study for an advanced degree.

Bowser worked with Mike Bean, a 
recent seminary graduate, to establish 
Village Baptisl^Chapel on the eastern 
side of the city.
Lynn Creel and Ronnie Pierce worked 

at the Thunderbird Baptist Chappl in 
Glendale, on the northern side of Phoe­
nix, an area Creel calls "really different; 
they call anything religion out there."

The two worked with the Chapel's pas­
tor Dennis Newkirk to establish a mis- 
tion point; they called on residents of 
mobile homes, apartments and housing 
developments.

"One day I knocked on 100 doors. I 
found about 50 at home, but only about 
six prospect families," Creel recalls. He 
cites the establishment of a Sunday 
school in a private home as the top 
achievement of the summer.

Because Creel and Pierce had differ­
ent approaches in door-to-door evange­
lism, they found they worked better if 
they separated into their own areas.

For Creel, knocking on doors was a 
new experience. "The most discouraging 
thing is that so many people are not in­
terested .. they are in their little fort 
and you're invading them," he notes. 
The biggest problem with the work 

started by Susan Prickett and Brenda 
Dedman in San Antonio was that "it got 
ready to start and we had to leave."

Technically, they did not work on a 
church extension project. Their work- 
done through First Baptist Church—was 
an apartment ministry in which they 
tried to enlist apartment dwellers in a 
program of training for outreach.

First Church pastor Jimmy Allen "had 
been wanting to do an apartment minis-

$6.9 J
240 pages, Hardboi d 
ISBN 0-?15684-11-

The true account of an incredible worn n 
who struggled for over 60 years to brir 
health, hope and Christianity to the suffr ■ 
ing poor of Indtfs "Mountains of Death

CHRISTIAN HERALD BOOK.
"the books you can trust"

Order from your Baptist Bookstore

Itll

PUN

INWKISmY i
PHAYIR PIAN

Ttil
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‘Journey Into His Fullness’
A new “Journaling” series 

prepared and compiled by Peter Lord. 
Special spiral bindings for easy writing. 

Bible Study — Prayer - Personal Journalizing.

HE 959 PLAN' is a comprehensive plan for daily bible study, A journal with complete 
ndes to the daily study of God's word, how to prepare and how to apply the truths of 
.ch passage studied. Includes nearly a year's supply of work sheets for journalizing.

sTERCESSORY PRAYER PLAN'. An easy to understand guide to prayer. Covers 
eas of confession, adoration, thanksgiving, petition, and intercession. Complete with 
■ggested weekly outlines for intercession and claiming God s promises. Complete 
istructions and introduction plus supply of lined pages for journalizing.

HE REST OF MY LIFE' is a diary for new Christians. An introduction on their new 
:e in Christ, its meaning and the value of recording the memorable events. Chapter 
utlines follow the 23rd Psalm and each chapter includes 10 lined pages for the writer.

$2.45

Order from your 
k BAPTIST BOOK STORE

ms Rui at my mi:

“Look for this display at your Christian bookstore now"

cinasters cpress
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JAMES L. SULLIVAN

Our New 
President.

try for some time, but didn't ha the 
manpower," Prickett says. So the earn 
taught volunteers how to minister how 
to be sensitive, how to recognize eeds 
of their fellow apartment dweller The 
church has 255 families living in 1< dif­
ferent apartment complexes.

"The biggest frustration was It wing 
just as volunteers were trained an 1 the 
work ready to start," Dedman remem­
bers.

CHAIN REFERENCE

Bible
THOMPSON

GOD IS MY RECORD
The newly-elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention reminisces about his boy­
hood in Mississippi and the events which led 
to his years as president of the Sunday School
Board in Nashville. $3.95

THE SULLIVAN YEARS
This C-60 cassette tape contains two speeches by Dr. Sullivan which focus on some 
of the important decisions. Included are important decisions he has made and inter­
esting anecdotes about his experiences at the Sunday School Board. (Comes in vinyl 
case-> $5.00

ROPE OF SAND WITH STRENGTH OF STEEL
In C-60 cassette tape Dr. Sullivan gives highlights of Baptist polity as seen applied 
in church life and work.* $4.95

ffiROADMAN
At your Baptist Book Store

Ihe four teams—three couples and a 
single man—in Utah/Idaho were as­
signed church growth campaigns. But 
plans of the Daye Mills family and Joel 
Dunlap were changed when Teton Dam 
in eastern Idaho burst in early June

"The first week Pastor (George) Eich­
ler and I made plans about our work,' 
Dunlap says. "But the end of that week, 
the flood came and some of the plans 
were impossible to follow through."

Dunlap attempted to minister to flood 
victims in the predominantly Mormon 
area.

"We had some backyard Bible cubs 
but they didn't work well. We advertised 
one of them door-to-door, and the Mor­
mons seemed friendly, but the kids 
never came."

He did have one club in Rexburg, 
where many of the flood victims t ere 
housed in college dormitories.

"We met outside in the yard and ■ >me 
kids brought their dogs. The dog- at­
tracted other dogs; they started grot ling 
and barking and the little girls sere, ned 
and hollered and ran off," Dunlap iys 
"If that wasn't enough," Dunlap 
after the club settled down "the ma*f- 
nance man turned on the sprinklers and 
everybody got wet. The kids sere, ned 
and ran in an directions..."

Dunlap referred to that club as the 
"most successful."

Mills, who worked in Blackfoot, Id »ho. 
also was involved in disaster relief, but 
spent a good bit of time as pastor oi the 
Fort Hall Indian mission after the mis-

...for personal in-depth Scriptural 
appreciation and understanding...

the Thompson Chain-Reference™ Bible
Personal Bible study—on either an in­
dividual basis or a group basis—has 
moved people to seek the best King 
James Version Reference/Study Bible 
they can find. These people discover 
the Thompson Chain-Reference Bible 
best meets their needs.

The Thompson Chain-Reference 
Bible is considered by outstanding 
Christian leaders and scholars to be 
the most comprehensive King James 
Version Reference/Study Bible avail­
able today: “the most helpful Bible 
ever published!'' More than 7,000 
names, places and topics; plus, over 
100,000 references—all analyzed and 
classified according to thoughts which 
bring out the true spiritual meaning of 
the verses.

The Thompson Chain-Reference 
Bible has one specific purpose: to 
help people better understand the 
Bible verses. Thompson’s unique sys­

tem of marginal helps are built around 
the text in two wide marginal columns, 
and are located where they are most 
needed—directly opposite the verses. 
These "chains of references" are 
linked throughout the Bible, and a ref­
erence number appears before each 
marginal help, which links the same 
number within the Eight Departments 
of helps in the back of the Bible. 
These Eight Departments contain: 
Text Cyclopedia; Special Bible Read­
ings; Outline Studies of the Bible; 
Studies of Prominent Bible Charac­
ters; Bible Harmonies and Illustrated 
Studies; Archaeological Supplement; 
Revised Concordance; and, Colored 
Bible Atlas with Index. Binding styles 
available in Red Letter, Black Letter 
and Large Print Editions.

For your personal in-depth Scrip­
tural appreciation and understanding, 
the Thompson Chain-Reference IBible.

The twelve sent forth.

2817 Prayer Enjoined.
2074 God's Messengers
3906 Spir. Laborers, 

[ch.20 8

ST. MATTHEW, 10 Their persecution foretold.

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest.

CHAPTER 10

2082 Apostles Called.
3807 Christ’s Power.
3803 Spir. Power.
3156 Evil Spirits.
im8 Gi,,°,H““rsk.3.ls

2081 Apostles’ Names.
(Mk.3.16.

I
1 B.B. KIRKBRIDE 

BIBLE CO.

miracles. 5 to preach 16 hetelleth 
them of persecutions. WBUssinos 
to those who receive them. j

AND when he had called un­
to him his twelve disciples, 

he gave them power against un­
clean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to neal all manner of sick­
ness and all manner of disease.
2 Now the names of the twelve 

apostles are these; The first, 
Si'mon, who is called Pe'ter, and 
An'drew his brother; James the

penta, and harmless as doves. 
17 But beware of men: for they 

will deliver you up to the coun­
cils, and they will scourge you 
in their synagogues;

18 And ye shall be brought be­
fore governors and kings for my 
sake, for a testimony against 
them and the b£n'tile$.

19 But when they deliver you 
up, take no thought how or what 
ye shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that same hour 
what ye shall speak.
20 ror it is not ye that speak, 

but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you.

21 Ana the brother shall de

811 Harmless. Ro. 16.19.
456 Doves.

3483 Persecution (4),
862 Council. [ch.24.9.

2561 Scourging.
3522 Synagogues (2). 

(Lu.12.11.

3475 For Christ’s Sake.
3603 Witnessing.
3474 Suffering for Christ.
3022 Care Forbidden.

Holy Spirit Inspires 
tbc Message

1775 Inspiration Promised. 
|Lu.21.15.

3599 T’stimo'y(l).Lu-21.13
1607 "Spirit" Teacher.
1603 "Spirit" Promised.
4005 Channels of Truth.

You will find this demonslrator unit 
at your Baptist Bookstore.
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I ROD! ( I sour child lo major personalities 
of the Bible with these volumes, beautiftilh illus­
trat'd in four-color. More will be coming!

$3.95..„

----------- I he BibLearn Series---------------
\BKAHAM: M AX ()|- I \I I II

In Elsie Rives
William X. Mel’heeters. illustrator 

MOSES: GOD S HELPER 
by W illiam E. Vciimu 
.1. William Myers, illustrator 

JOSEPH: HIE I ORGIA ER
by Jester Summers
Michael Sloan, illustrator

JESUS: GODS SOX. SAVIOR. LORD 
by Eugene Chamberlain 
James Padgett, illustrator

P Al l : HIE MISSIONARY
by ha Jewel Tucker
Ron Hester, illustrator

PETER: HIE PRIXCE Ol APOSTI I S
by Muriel !■’. Blackwell 
Paul Karch, illustrator

sionary there became ill.
"There is a culture shock in oing 

there. If you went to India, the c ture 
would be different from what w are 
used to. But in Blackfoot—with the dor- 
mons—there was just as much sho k.”

He found his work slow, compl ated 
in part by the culture, in part by th lack 
of young couples in the church, ir part 
by the relationship with the pastor with 
whom he worked, and in part by a mix- 
up with his salary.

"We didn't get any money at all for six 
weeks," Mills says. "But we learned to 
look to the Lord for our needs. W<- had 
food, gas and lodging when we needed 
it. We learned to depend on him/'

Mills, who spent seven years in the 
Navy as a navigator and bombardier, 
plans to return to pioneer missions work 
when he finishes seminary.

The Jim Russells worked with Larry 

Maxwell in Kamiah, Weippe, Headquar­
ters and Pierce, Idaho.

Russell approached the summer dif­
ferently from most students: he didn't 
enroll in the project for seminary credit.

"I took it last year, and decided not to 
take it for credit this year. Last year 1 
spent so much time reading and prepar­
ing that I didn't get out with the people." 
This summer Russell asked to come to 
Kamiah to work with Maxwell, a local 
pastor.

"I wanted to be people-oriented," he 
says. "I wanted to... to understand the 
people, how they feel... to share the 
missionary vision for the area. I wanted 
to help them see that it is not Larry's job 
to evangelize, but theirs," Russell says. 

Evaluating the summer, Russell notes: 

"I think the main ministry of this pro­
gram is to the seminary students. It is a 
great program. It gets them up here for 
an eyeball-to-eyeball experience. It does 
a lot for the churches, but it does lot 
more for the seminary students."

Mills and Dunlap also assessed the 
summer:

"A retired minister up here told me 
that success can't always be meas ired 
by great gobs of people in the chu ch,’ 
Mills says. "If you have located f< 'tile 
soil, or if you have plowed ... or pla; ted, 
you have success."

Dunlap adds: "If obediehce is pa t ofc 
success, we may have had some su' .ess 
in doing what we felt God wanted i. • to. 
It is hard to sej^success, and there 'ere 
a few times when things looked so t of 
bleak.

"I feel I have done some of what Sod 
wanted me to do, and while I ha-.en't 
done a perfect job, I know the results are 
his business, not something for me t< gel 
depressed about." •

LISTEN 
n’LEARN

...WITH PLEASURE
Enjoy your favorite speakers on convenient new 
One Way quality tape cassettes while you drive, 
work around home, relax at leisure, or study in 
church or home groups. Many other tapes also 
available at your Christian Bookstore ($4.98 
each).

WHY CHILDREN HAVE PARENTS is a delightful series of 
helpful hints wrapped in humor, by KEN POURE.

POTS, PRESSURE AND POWER is “Body Life” author 
RAY STEDMAN'S challenge on real Christianity.

The HIDING PLACE is beloved CORRIE TEN BOOM'S 
dramatic stoiy of strength and witness.

MAXIMUM MARRIAGE—why have less? Enjoy this spar­
kling, practical advice by TIM TIMMONS.

DO’S AND DONTS OF WITNESSING Is WALTER MAR­
TIN'S advice on how to talk effectively to cultists.

FOR THESE FRAGILE TIMES is JOYCE LANDORF'S p«- 
sonal cheerful message of human wholeness. (

FAMILY RECREATION by HOWARD HENDRICKS helps 
families stay together because they play together.

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE by DR. JAMES DOBSON 
will help you build self-esteem in your children.

In CHRISTIAN FAMILY OPPORTUNITIES, CHUCK 
MILLER emphasizes God's specialty is human miracles.

In THE GUILT TRIP, HAL LINDSEY gives the Christian an­
swer to inability to live with guilt.

KNOWING GOD’S WILL Is not easy but it is exciting and 
rewarding, says PAUL LHTLE. Challenging!

You’ll appreciate our country more as HANSI tells HOW 
TO HELP AMERICA and why she loves it so.

Listening to One Way Library Tapes Is

“JUST LIKE BEING THERE”

FREE Cassette CATALOG
A A Order now from your 

BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
,ONE WAY LIBRARY 

A DIVISION OF VISION HOUSE PUBLISHERS
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40 NOVEMBER



‘Brings

EXECUTIVE'S WORD 
A happy Thanksgiving

THE
% iNTFRPRElHrsDlCTIONXRY ft
jl OF IHEBIB1F l|

Our national Thanksgiving season is a 
time for recalling anew God's bountiful 
blessings upon our nation, our families, 
our churches, our individual lives. I can 
enter heartily into this kind of observ­
ance. One of my favorite Bible passages 
is "Bless the Lord, O my soul... and for­
get not all his^benefits" (Ps. 103:1,2).

But thisSs a^pecial Thanksgiving sea­
son for me. It is a time of reflection and, 
I think, fit deeper appreciation as I ap­
proach retirement from active service 
with the Home Mission Board at the 
close of 1976.

I am grateful for the opportunities 
which lie ahead. Retirement from an 
executive post, in keeping with the 
Board's retirement policies (which I 
think are sound), does not mean retire­
ment from the Christian ministry to 
which God called me 46 years ago.

Nor does it mean the end of serving 
our Lord in meaningful ways, though I 
hope with less responsibility and fewer 
pressures. I am deeply grateful for invi­
tations to teach home missions in semi­
naries, to do revival preaching, to accept 
short-term missionary service and to 
speak on home missions.

I am grateful for our denomination's 
concern for retiring persons' welfare. 
Our SBC Annuity Board has been sensi­
tive to the needs of retired Christian 
workers. 1 am thankful for actions of the 
Home Mission Board, in cooperation 
with the Annuity Board, in assisting its 
staff to make provisions beyond the 
basic retirement plan. Ttys kind of assist­
ance, plus Social Security benefits and 
private provisions, enables today's 
Christian workers to make reasonable 
financial preparation for the retirement 
years. For this I am grateful.

I am thankful for health, a rich bless­
ing from God which, during nearly 18 
years with the Board, has enabled me to 
miss only a handful of work days be­

cause of personal illness.
1 am thankful for a devoted wife, who 

for 40 years has encouraged and assisted 
in every way possible. I am thankful for 
a supportive and encouraging family— 
the children and their families, and 
brothers a^d sisters and other family 
loved ones. All this I count as a ^fenerous 
blessing from God.

l am grateful for the family-like cli­
mate in which daily work with t^e HMB 
can be carried on. It has been an unique 
blessing to have the privilege of working 
with a corps of gifted, devoted Chris­
tians. Some are now retired or are en­
gaged in other service, in addition to 
those presently on the staff. My esteem 
is very high for those with whom I have 
worked closely in my office day by day. 
I am grateful also for a host of men and 
women who work throughout the HMB 
organization as they help undergird the 
missionary outreach of this agency.

My life has been enriched by the lives 
of missionaries scattered all across the 
nation, some serving in as difficult situa­
tions as one would find anywhere in the 
world. It has been my privilege to be 
guests in the homes of missionaries and 
to visit many on their fields.

It has been a rich blessing to work un­
der the guidance of the Board members 
(directors) elected by the SBC to guide 
the work of the agency. I have met some 
of the most capable and most mission­
ary-minded persons in the world, I be­
lieve—men and women, ministers and 
laypersons, from all parts of the nation. 
Business people so busy that they could 
not be employed to help the Board, have 
given liberally of their time without fi­
nancial remuneration. The women are 
distinguished by careful, conscientious 
and compassionate service. Pastors of 
large churches and small have left their 
fields several days each year with the ap­
proval and the cooperation of their 

church, to assist in advancing home mis­
sions. 1 am grateful for such a wealth of 
strong men and women in our Southern 
Baptist fellowship, and for the privilege 
of getting to work with them.

I am thankful for the blessings that 
have come in working with leaders of 
the SBC, its Executive Committee and 
its agencies and leaders of the state con­
vention. My confidence in these people 
is high. God has blessed our fellowship 
with leaders who love Christ and who try 
to use their God-given abilities for "the 
furtherance of the gospel." This is true 
today as it has been in generations past.

I am thankful for Southern Baptists as 
a whole. We are more diverse geographi­
cally and socially and racially than we 
have ever been. The cement that holds 
us together, I truly believe, is our com­
mitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and to । 
his mission for the world.

During the dozen years I have served 
as the HMB's executive director-treas­
urer, Southern Baptists have cheered me 
with their generous and growing finan­
cial support, their prayer support, their 
trust and confidence, their patience with 
me and with all of us who try to serve 
them in this great work.

I have never been more optimistic 
about the future of the gospel in America 
and around the world than I am tod iy. 1 
have never been more encouraged al'out 
the role of Southern Baptists than : am 
now.

As a people who are committe e to 
Christ, who believe in the Bible as^hc 
Word of God and who have kept eva ige- 
lism and missions at the heart of 'heir 
activities thfbughout their history we 
can look to the future with the expecta­
tion of God's continued blessing. The 
privilege of being a part of such a fel ow- 
ship is a rich blessing; for this too, I giv* 
hearty thanks to God.

A happy Thanksgiving to you! •

eoninletelv tin tn date!

This all-new supplement to The IDB provides a 
wealth of material based on the most recent 
archaeological discoveries and the best of con­
temporary biblical studies. It is ideal for all 
ministers and would-be Bible scholars. Three

and-white illustrations
• Eight pages of new, up-to-date, full-color 

Hammond maps plus four special black-and- 
white maps

• Pronunciations
editors and 271 writers, representing Protestant. 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish faiths, provide 
the fullest and latest information on biblical 
themes, persons, archaeological sites, and results 
of recent biblical studies. This supplementary 
volume provides excellent scholarship in clear, 
readable language.
It features:
• More than 650 entries—140 are completely new
• A careful system of cross referencing to the 

original volumes and within the supplement
• Eight pages of full-color photographs illustrate

• Bibliographies with each article
• Full-length articles on major subjects

When you add this new supplementary volume 
to the original four volumes of The IDB. you 
have all the information needed for a thorough 
understanding of the Bible today!
THE EDITORS:
General Editor—Keith R. Crim
New Testament Editor—Victor Paul Furnish 
Old Testament Editor—Lloyd R. Bailey 
Emory Stevens Bucke—Senior Editor of Abingdon 
Each volume, $15.95 (through December 31, 
1976). $17.95, thereafter. Five-volume set, $74.50

order from your baptist book store

abingdon
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COMMENT by Walker L. Knight 

A common thread

Why do Southern Baptists spend such 
enormous energy starting churches and 
missions? How do they organize for this 
effort? What are some of the methods 
and techniques used?

The people who gather in the pristine 
beauty of Clear, Alaska, or the hurting 
central city of Milwaukee are linked by a 
common thread.

That thread weaves a tapestry of peo­
ple reaching inward for a sense of com­
munity and self-knowledge, reaching 
upward toward a God they sense loves 
them, and reaching outward to neigh­
bors who have spiritual and physical 
needs. They willingly give hours of time, 
uncounted amounts of energy, and re­
sources ranging from bull calves to build­
ing skills ani^ nwyger savings.

Someone has touched their lives with 
the need for a church, for a grouping of 
like-mindrtT persons, and they have re­
sponded. The need they have for com­
panionship and for a relationship with 
others who worship God has been met. 
With that meeting has come a desire to 
share it.

Most often the person who has 
touched their lives was a minister who 
took the difficult task of starting a con­
gregation where there was little if any 
nucleus. Somewhere he gained the urge 
to pioneer—to build where no one else 
had. It is difficult, often risky work, and 
the expectations of both the ministers 
and those with whom they work are high.

For example, one minister in a resort 
community and his small congregation 
recently came to a parting of the ways. 
He was caught in the classic situation be­
tween established leaders and sudden 
new growth, a social climate almost cer­
tain to produce tension. "We like things 
the way they are," some said, and found 
reasons that he should leave.

Such situations are most often found 
on the fringes of growing urban centers, 
where groups of persons with differing 
lifestyles meet. Those in Hie rural areas 
have been there for years, living within 
established traditions, and tending to be 
oriented to long-range goals, annual har­
vests, and a much slower paced life. The 
newer residents come with immediate 
goals, the faster life pace of urban living 
and no appreciation for traditions. They 
push for things to happen now.

So classic is such tension that South­

western Baptist Theological Seminary 
professors have documented it in a study 
of the rural-urban fringe to provide help 
for pastors who anticipate such a situa­
tion.

Lyndon Collings, an associate director 
of the Home Mission Board's Church Ex­
tension Department, says most new 
congregations, as well as the fast-grow­
ing established ones, go through a time 
of conflict or tension within the fellow­
ship when leaders are changing?

He says, "If you know that this is po­
tentially there, you can deal with it. You 
can help the people grow. But when a 
pastor is inexperienced or the tension 
catches him unaware, he often has to 
leave." 4^

Collings says congregations go tllrough 
this all their lives, but every problem is 
magnified with a new congregation be­
cause it is so small.

Lyle Schaller, church planner and con­
sultant, says each congregation is com­
posed of two circles of people. One 
circle is within the other. The larger out­
er circle is called the membership circle, 
and the inner one is called the fellowship 
circle. New people who come may be 
welcomed into the membership circle, 
but when they attempt to move into the 
fellowship circle and help make the deci­
sions, then others realize that things are 
not going to be as they have been. Con­
flict occurs.

Establishing churches on society's 
frontiers has never been easy, but it has 
been characteristic of Southern Baptists 
since the first home missionaries in 1845 
went to the churchless plains of Texas. 
Since then the denomination has been 
famed in evangelical circles for its 
church-starting skills. More than 34,000 
living churches and who knows how 
many dead ones have resulted. Strug­
gling to find the one-two-three of tech­
niques reveals little, for the impetus is 
more in people than in techniques or 
taught skills. The HMB's Church Exten­
sion Department outlines principles 
more than techniques, for these can ap­
ply in most situations and offer needed 
flexibility.

Basic to the thrust has been the belief 
that no community is "churched" unless 
congregations are within easy driving 
distance, from one to five miles accord­
ing to population density.

Mission leaders have felt that s< eral 
small churches serve the people's eeds 
and grow faster than a few largei >nes. 
Records show that the ratio of members 
to new converts is healthier with .mall 
congregations. For example in the pio­
neer areas, churches report one baptism 
for each eight or ten members, while in 
the more established areas the ratio is 
more than 35 members for each person 
baptized. Small churches tend to use 
their members more effectively; most 
serve in some leadership role.

Wendell Belew, director of missions 
ministries for the Home Mission Board, 
has never been an advocate of a single 
large church for a community.

"Two or three churches are not neces­
sarily divisive forces in the Kingdom and 
in the community," according to Belew 
"They are groups of Christians who have 
different personalities, and therefore, 
appeal to persons of different tempera­
ments. One such church in a community 
may have a 'high church' type worship 
service while another church may have a 
more informal presentation.

"Two or more churches of differing 
denominations in a community should 
work together in areas of mutual con­
cern, but regard each other as legitimate 
functions of Christ's body as hands are 
to the body."

Another reason for starting new 
churches is that most Baptists want an 
option when choosing a congregatio i

The denomination, through its H <me 
Mission Board, has given priority to the 
starting of new missions and chun les, 
especially after World War 11 when the 
suburbs exploded in housing devi op- 
ments, new families were starting, and 
the nation turned with increased int< est 

that make a
BAPTIST Lbook kSTORE difference■ HOUSE

to religion.
Since the early 1950s, concerted de­

nominational efforts, such as the Pio eer
Movement, the 30,000 Movement, I rej­
ect 500, Extend Now, apd the n wlv 
launched Bold Mission have rallied t oul 
sands of Southern Baptists to the tai < of 
starting new congregations.

The result: ffe denomination ha^ be­
come the largest Protestant group ir the 
United States, with churches in e ery 
state. Today, only 670 counties are \ ith* 
out a Southern Baptist congrega: ion. 
These are priority targets for Bold Mis­
sion. •
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NEW
from

broadman
WORKING WITH 

VOLUNTEER LEADERS
IN THE CHURCH 

Reginald M. McDonough 
A practical manual for pas­

tors, ministers of education, 
and other church leaders on en­
listing, training, and supervis­
ing volunteer workers in the 
church.

PLAIN TALK ABOUT 
THE PASTORATE 

Roy W. Hinchey

Warm, friendly counsel for 
pastors who need someone to 
help them look at their life's 
work from a fresh perspective. 
Includes basic counseling for 
men who are frustrated, dis­
couraged, and confused about 
themselves and their church 
relationships.

READERS7 REACTIONS
"... on record against ordaining women"

The articles in July-August HOME 
MISSIONS were so disturbing I shared 
them with my staff, family and some 
church members. I asked them for their 
opinions as to the articles. Their opinions 
reflected my thoughts even though I had 
not briefed them on my thoughts before 
they read the articles.

I get a distinct feeling that you folks 
are trying to promote and sell us on 
women ordination and the charismatic 
movement, instead of reporting on it. At 
the very least, the article on the charis­
matic movement seemed to be suggest­
ing co-existence.

My church and 1 do not approve of the 
trend of the articles nor the subtle sug­
gestions in them. The following article 
was unanimously adopted by our church: 
"The Deacons recommend that our 
church go on record as being against or­
daining women as deacons and/or 
preachers .... Also we... are against 
articles such as the ones that appeared in 
the HOME^JISSIONS magazine, July- 
August, 1976, issue that, in our Spinion, 
promoted the practice of ordaining 
women."

Harold Dean Law , 
Oklahoma City. Okla.

EDITOR'S NOTE: HM does not promote or 
sell its opinions on issues; its role is to inform 
Christians of trends and/or events that affect 
them and mission endeavors. HM would like to 
be known as a publication that respects the 
personhood of each individual and favors the 
concept of kinship of all those who seek to' be 
Christ's disciples.

• 1 was sorry to read the quote in the 
charismatics article of W.A. Criswell of 
Dallas. I have up until this time thought 
of him as a giant in our denomination. It 
seems strange to me how a man can 
write a book on how he believes the 
Bible to be the literal word of God and 
can then say this about events told of in

the Word about the experiences oi early 
Christians.

Mrs. Robert Stimson
Willow Springs, Missouri

• ... the beautiful aspect of prayi ig jn 
tongues is to praise God; oh what jyto 
rise above human intellect, and will and 
emotion to sit "in the heavenlies and 
commune and praise God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit.

Dorothy Kay 
Brentwood, Tenn.

• ... thank you for your very’ fair and 
open article on Southern Baptist charis­
matics. My heart is so hurt because of 
the misunderstanding that has arisen as 
a result of the so-called charismatic 
movement.

I am what you call a "closet charis­
matic." I consider my experience with 
Christ to be very personal and it is very 
special to me in living the Christian life. I 
will share it when any one asks but I do 
not try to force anything down anyone's 
throat....

• ... please find out the meaning of the 
word charismatic. I am a charismatic 
Christian and have a charismatic church. 
However, we do-not speak in an un­
known tongue. When we are saved, we 
become charismatic Christians. Why 
promote something that Paul speaks 
against? Your article is only putting fuel 
to the fire of a movement that is not cen­
tered in the New Testament. All born 
again believers have received the grace 
of God and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

W.F. Evans
New Albany, Miss.

• ... After 22 years in a church, we have 
seen how the charismatic movement can 
move in and kill the love, fellowship and 
outreach and true purpose of Christ's 
church.

Mrs. Penny L. Wilson, Sr. 
Norfolk. Va.

7% Interest 
Colorado Southern Baptist 

Subordinated Debenture Bonds
For

Offering Circulation 
Tear out and mail to 
Bill Landers, ADM.

771-2480

I---------------------------------------------------- 1

I Colorado Baptist General |
■ Convention ।

P.O. Box 22005 * >
| Denver. Colorado 80222 I

I_______ ______________ I
| name I

I I
I address------------------------------------------------------ I

I I

CKJL1.MUVOT J

Merry (-I jristiiris, to all

to all... A G°od gook!

Make this a banner Christmas for everyone 
on your list with the most welcome of all 
thoughtful gifts . .. good books that keep 
on giving pleasure and inspiration through 
the months, and even years, to come!

• GRANNY BRAND by Dorothy Clarke Wilson
Exciting true adventure of an incredible woman, Evelyn 
Brand—a pioneer missionary’to India's hill people. $6.95

PRECIOUS BIBLE PROMISES
A Christian Herald Classic f
A timeless treasure to keep and to give. God s promises as 
found in the King James Version of the Bible. Gift Boxed.

$5.95

PUT ON A HAPPY FAITHI by Cecil B. Murphey 
Put a smile on the face of those you love! Informal, anec­
dotal Christian advice for facing problems, based on the
Sermon on the Mount. $5.95

• CREATING IN CLOTH by Judith Schooner Kalina 
Fun for the whole family and a great gift for Sunday School 
teachers.How to make banners, toys, gifts, dolls, using bits 
of cloth at hand. Uniquely practical and creative! $4.95

TWELVE BASKETS OF CRUMBS by Elisabeth Elliot 
Popular, best-selling evangelical writer shares her per­
sonal perceptions of her life as missionary, teacher, 
mother, widow. “Inspiring, stimulating, provocative"—
Christianity Today $6.95

BIBLICAL GARDEN COOKERY by Eileen Gaden 
Over 300 recipes using ingredients available in ancient 
Biblical tands. Beautifully illustrated with color photos, line
drawings. Scripture verses. $7.95

(if ordering by mail add 50^ for handling)

At your Baptist Bookstore

CHRISTIAN HfeRALD BOOKS



This year, put a gift about America's family 
tree under someone's Christmas tree.

American Montage, third volume in the Human 
Touch photo-text series, translates love into many 
languages. In a land where Miller's storefront 
stocks up against Ming's, McCormick's, Meister's 
and McKovy's, Baptist missionaries shore Christ with 
Mexicon-Americons in San Antonio, Koreans in Los 
Angeles, and Ukrainians in Philadelphia. In stories 
and photographs, the reader sees nine missionaries— 
their lives, their work, their feelings—and catches a 
glimpse into worlds ringed with the color of other 
cultures.

8’A"x 11"
192 pages
hardback

good gift for pastors, church workers, students, 
photographers — $6.59 or Baptist Book Stores;
$4.95 plus shipping through HMB book club

Other books in the Human Touch series: The Human 
Touch; Seven Beginnings. $5.95 each at Baptist Book 
Stores; $4.95 plus shipping through HMB book club.

Yes. I wont to subscribe to the 
Human Touch photo-re>t book series. 
I understand I will receive each book 
in the series for S4.95 each plus ship­
ping. I will receive up to two books a 
year, and can cancel my member­
ship of any time.

Nome________________________________________
Address

| City----------------------------------State_________ Zip________

| Send no money new We will bill you. Return to Books
■ Publication Office, Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring Sr„ 
■ NW, Atlanta Georgia 30309


