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By Mark Wingfield

OWENSBORO, Ky. (ABP) -- Kentucky Baptists voted to remove their two assemblies from direct control
of the state convention's Executive Board and rebuffed a challenge to the state Baptist newspaper, the Western
Recorder.

Meeting in the West Kentucky city of Owensboro, messengers to the Kentucky Baptist Convention's annual
meeting elected Bill Tichenor president from a three-candidate field. :

Tichenor, pastor of First Baptist Church of Princeton, Ky., won the presidency over Bill Patterson, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Henderson, Ky., and Tyre Denney, pastor of Alton Baptist Church in Lawrenceburg, Ky.
None of the candidates publicly identified with either conservative or moderate political movements in the state.

Also elected were Ralph McConnell of Hopkinsville, Ky., as first vice president and Ronnie Sivells of
Princeton as second vice president.

Debate over the convention's two assemblies, Cedarmore in North Central Kentucky and Jonathan Creek
in West Kentucky, had been brewing for several years. Both camps have been managed by the KBC Executive
Board on behalf of the convention.

Due to declining attendance and revenues at Cedarmore and a projected $5 million in needed repairs, the
Executive Board voted last December to dispose of the assembly and hold KBC camps and seminars at other
locations, including Baptist college campuses. Jonathan Creek was not to be impacted by the change.

Numerous individuals, churches and associations reacted negatively to the news and began a campaign to
keep the Executive Board from disposing of Cedarmore. The argument most frequently offered was based on past
experiences at Cedarmore that individuals said have made the assembly a sacred place.

On the opening day of the state convention, Steve Stewart, youth minister at First Baptist Church of Bowling
Green, Ky., made a motion calling for the KBC to "maintain ownership of Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek, but that
they become separate entities with their own boards."

After little debate, messengers voted 739-249 to approve the motion.

The motion set no timetable for implementing the new arrangement. Also, what financial impact the new
arrangement will have on the Executive Board and on the KBC's Cooperative Program budget is not clear.



« At the same convention session, Ray Werline, pastor of Cuba Baptist Church in Mayfield, Ky., offered a
motion to defund the Western Recorder. Werline, a frequent advocate of linking the Kentucky Baptist Convention
to the conservative-led Southern Baptist Convention, charged the Recorder should narrow its editorial policy to
require more favorable reporting and editorializing on the SBC.

The motion ultimately was defeated on a show-of-hands vote by an estimated four-to-one margin.

The Western Recorder, a KBC agency, receives about $300,000 annually from the convention. That
contribution represents 31.3 percent of the paper's annual budget.

Werline claimed the Recorder "generally" editorializes and reports on the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in a "positive manner" while "generally" editorializing and reporting on Southern
Baptist Convention agencies and institutions in a "negative manner."

Werline said the Kentucky Baptist Fellowship and Cooperative Baptist Fellowship are splinter groups that
attempt to detract from the SBC and therefore should not be the subject of articles or editorials in the Recorder. "One
purpose of the Recorder should be to further the interests of the Southern Baptist Convention, its agencies and
institutions," he said.

Werline further charged that editorials in the Recorder have "personally attacked some of our good and godly
men" who lead these SBC agencies. Although not mentioning him by name, Werline referred to Albert Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville.

Lynn Traylor, minister of youth at First Baptist Church of Sonora, spoke against Werline's motion.

"There are times when we read things in our paper that make us upset," Traylor admitted. But the Recorder
provides a forum for all Kentucky Baptists to express their opinions, he added. "Those of us who fill the pulpit
realize we would not like to have our hands tied," he continued.

Bill Thurman, a Lexington, Ky., attorney and chairman of the newspaper's board, called Werline's motion
an attempt at "economic censorship."”

"The board of directors of the Western Recorder feels strongly that the editorial and news policy in place,
which calls for the exercise of 'responsible freedom' by the editor and staff in choosing topics and articles for
inclusion in the Western Recorder, is the best way to ensure that information relevant to all Kentucky Baptists is
part of the paper," he said. "I was pleased that the convention also seemed to agree with that policy."

Recorder Editor Marv Knox expressed appreciation for the convention's affirmative vote. "The vast majority
of messengers indicated they did not want to punish their Recorder for keeping them abreast of issues which shape
our common life together," he said.

Knox also disputed Werline's characterization of the newspaper's content. "While we do indeed cover the
Fellowship, the SBC and convention controversy, that coverage represents a very limited amount of our copy. We
include it because we believe we have a moral imperative to do so. We would be negligent if we failed to report
actions and events that impact Kentucky Baptists, their churches and their state convention."

The claim that the Recorder's news coverage "generally" supports the Fellowship and criticizes the SBC
"simply does not enjoy the support of fact," Knox said. "News reports neither criticize nor support. They tell the
facts and leave value judgments to readers. Despite all the controversy of the past five years, our news coverage has
not been criticized for factual inaccuracies or misrepresenting the truth." |

Knox acknowledged that some of his editorials have been critical of specific SBC actions, "particularly the
new management of Southern Seminary."

"This is a perspective that represents a significant number of Southern Baptists -- people whose voices have
been silenced elsewhere in Baptist life," he continued. "Being a faithful Baptist doesn't mean walking in lockstep
with partisan authority figures. Being a faithful Baptist means honestly expressing beliefs and opinions, and
allowing others to do the same."

In other action, KBC messengers: ,

-- Defeated a motion that would have required the Executive Board's business and finance committee to
compare a small shortfall in contributions to last year's state Cooperative Program budget with the amount of money
being channeled by some churches to alternative ventures such as the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
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< . -»Passed seven resolutions, including resolutions stating support for Woman's Missionary Union, the
Cooperative Program and Western Recorder Editor Marv Knox, as well as one stating opposition to casino gambling
and another noting the roots of both Arminianism and Calvinism in Baptist heritage.
-- Adopted a 1996-97 Cooperative Program operating budget goal of $18.75 million, with plans to send 37
percent of undesignated receipts to the Southern Baptist Convention and retain 63 percent for use in Kentucky.
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Georgia Baptists re-elect
president in quiet meeting

By James Dotson

ALBANY, Ga. (ABP) --The Georgia Baptist Convention, meeting in Albany Nov. 11-15 with the lowest
number of registered messengers since 1983, re-elected its president by acclamation and adopted a record budget
of $36.27 million.

The convention also cut back the number of days in its annual meeting from three to two and voted to enter
home missions partnerships with the Chicago Baptist Association and the Alaska Baptist Convention.

The meeting was generally free of controversy or even debate from the 2,839 registered messengers, with
the exception of several attempted substitutions of names on the convention's committee on nominations report. In
three challenges to nominees for at-large positions on the GBC executive committee, one was successful on a
show-of-ballots, while the other two were defeated by close margins.

Those proposing the alternative nominees stated a desire to achieve improved geographical representation,
although the challenged nominees were all considered aligned with the conservative movement in the convention.

John Yarbrough, pastor of First Baptist Church of Perry, was re-elected to a second one-year term as
president. He expressed a commitment to helping keep disagreements from eroding trust among fellow Georgia
Baptists. "We may not always agree with each other but we ought to always love each other," Yarbrough said the
day after his re-election.

Elected as one of four vice presidents was Mildred McWhorter, a retired home missionary who now lives
near Franklin, Ga. McWhorter ‘was elected fourth vice president.

Three pastors were elected to the other vice presidential posts: Bill Weeks of Dudley, first vice president;
Michael Catt of Albany, second vice president; and Tommy Fountain of Columbus, third vice president.

All of the vice presidents except McWhorter were the recommended nominees of a group of conservatives
in the state. McWhorter, although personally unaligned in convention politics, was one of four nominees endorsed
by a group of moderates in Georgia.

The budget of $36.27 million designates 45 percent to the national Cooperative Program budget, 45 percent
to state convention causes, and 10 percent to priority items in Georgia. The budget represents a 4.8 percent increase
over the previous year.

The 1996 GBC annual meeting will mark the first time the convention will meet on a two-day schedule,
beginning Monday evening and concluding on Tuesday evening. The convention this year and past years has begun
at the same time but concluded after a Wednesday morning session.

Resolutions expressed support of state legislation aimed at making it harder for minors to buy lottery tickets
and urged state officials to prohibit offensive outdoor advertising for adult entertainment establishments.

One item related to the committee on nominations report that never made it to the floor was a planned
rejection of two of the nominees for Mercer University who were not Baptists.

Each year Mercer submits a list of suggested nominees to the committee on nominations, with three names
submitted for every open post. The committee traditionally, and in accordance with Mercer's charter and the
convention's constitution and bylaws, has allowed non-Baptists to be elected to some of the positions at Mercer's



request. This year, however, all of the suggested nominees Mercer initially submitted for three of the ten open board
positions were non-Baptists.

"This committee simply had a conviction that non-Baptists should not lead Baptist institutions," said
committee chairman Allen Hughes. "Just because the committee had done it before does not mean it is right."

Mercer submitted a second list of names for each of the three positions in question, one of which included
a Baptist, Hughes said. That name was accepted. The other suggested nominees were all non-Baptists, however, and
the Committee on Nominations consequently refused again to fill the posts.

Mercer had been prepared to challenge the omission on the convention floor. However, a compromise was
reached through the intervention of Yarbrough and GBC Executive Director Robert White. The two non-Baptists
were included by the nominating committee on the slate of nominees, along with a statement about the committee's
"reservation."

Jim Bruner, special assistant to the president at Mercer, defended the school's long-standing practice. "It's
important that our alumni have a voice on the board of trustees, as well as some key non-Baptists who give major
support to our university," he said. "At least 70 percent or more of our trustees are Baptists, and our full intention
is that Baptists remain in the majority."
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Maryland-Delaware Baptists
restructure, speak to moral issues

TOWSON, Md. (ABP) -- Baptists in Maryland and Delaware, gathered for their annual meeting, passed
resolutions on a variety of social issues, reorganized their joint convention and heard about a campaign to raise
money for starting and strengthening churches.

A total of 504 messengers attended the Nov. 13-14 meeting of the Baptist Convention of Maryland/Delaware
in Towson, near Baltimore.

With the issue of casino gambling soon to come before the Maryland state 1eg1slature for a vote, Baptist
messengers voiced their opposition to the legalization of gambling. The resolution also stated that the state
convention will "pray and work for a just and equitable economic system."

A resolution on homosexuality described homosexual behavior as a "violation and perversion of divine
standards." While stating that homosexuality "is not a normal lifestyle and is an abomination in the eyes of God,"
the resolution held up the love of God and salvation for homosexuals.

A resolution on the sanctity of human life resolution was the only one to receive any substantive discussion.
The resolution affirmed the belief that "all human life is sacred and should be protected, from conception and to the
grave, and should not be destroyed." One messenger moved for a rape exception to be included, but the amendment
failed.

Other resolutions affirmed Southern Baptists' "True Love Waits" sexual abstinence program and the family
as the prime institution of society.

Messengers also voted to study human sperm banks. In making the motion, Marvin Hunter said, "There are
some things we don't talk about. ... But what we need to do is study the issue." The motion passed without
discussion.

The plan to overhaul the structure of the convention's General Mission Board gained approval without
questions or discussion. The board, which oversees all convention programs and acts for the convention between
annual meetings, will now consist of seven standing committees and two task groups.

The role of starting churches, previously assigned to the Baptist Mission Foundation, will be assumed by
the mission board. The foundation will be restricted to managing the investment of trust funds.

-All convention officers were elected without opposition.
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~ « Messengers reelected Dallas Bumgarner, pastor of Elvaton Church in Glen Burnie, as president. During the

installation, Walter Agnor, a former convention president, asked, "How could a conservative be elected president
of a mostly moderate state?" He answered that the Maryland/Delaware convention is out front of the Southern
Baptist Convention in building trust between groups.

Charles Lawson, a layman from Linthicum Heights, was chosen first vice president and Upperco pastor
Curtis Fox was elected second vice president.

Messengers also learned about a new convention campaign to start and strengthen churches. Organizers hope
to raise between $2.5 million and $5 million for the project.

In other business, messengers approved a $4.8 million budget for 1996. This will be split 41 percent for
Southern Baptist Convention causes and 59 percent for the state convention, after a priority item for annuities is
subtracted. The division of funds remains unchanged from 1995.
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-- By Ronald Chaney

Oklahoma Baptists approve
funding cut to SBC

EDMOND, Okla. (ABP) -- Oklahoma Baptists overwhelmingly approved a budget that cuts funding to the
Southern Baptist Convention in their annual convention Nov. 13-15.

Leaders of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma recommended the two-point reduction in the
percentage of the state's unified budget that is forwarded to the national organization. The new budget will send 40
percent of a $17.9 million Cooperative Program budget to the SBC.

Only a handful of messengers voted against the cut, which leaders say is necessary to provide more funds
for state convention ministries.

Critics of the plan said it takes money away from foreign missions, the largest recipient of SBC funds. Reed
Lynn, a member of the SBC Foreign Mission Board, urged Oklahoma churches to increase their giving so that the
national convention's foreign and home missions work doesn't suffer.

In other business at the convention meeting in Edmond, Oklahoma Baptists elected three top officers to a
customary second term. Charles Graves, pastor of Quail Springs Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, is the convention
president; Wade Burleson, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Enid, first vice president, and Lloyd Campbell
I1, pastor of First Baptist Church in Sentinel, second vice president.

They passed resolutions expressing concern about a Texas lawsuit that could jeopardize gift annuities
managed by the Oklahoma Baptist Foundation, commending agencies that responded to the bombing of the Alfred
P. Murrah federal building in Oklahoma City and opposing casino gambling.

The convention deferred until next year discussion on a constitutional change, proposed by Billy Bissell,
pastor of Boston Avenue Baptist Church in Muskogee. If approved next year, the change will require the state
convention to reject funds from churches that are not in good standing in their associations or do not substantially
support the work of the convention.
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-- By Dave Parker and Bob Allen
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