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Editorial

Southern BaptiGt 
Historical Library & Archives 

Nashua, TN

PARTNERS TOGETHER

State Baptist historical organizations, the Historical Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and the Southern Baptist Historical Society are 
partners in a comman task. Each has an important role in serving the history 
interests of Southern Baptists. Through both individual and cooperative efforts 
these organizations are helping to make Baptists more aware and appreciative 
of their heritage. They are encouraging Baptists to create accurate, compre­
hensive records of their work, to procure and preserve the materials of their 
history, and to utilize these materials to help Baptists understand their heritage 
and world mission.

The 36-member Historical Commission, SBC, has gained the support and 
assistance of multiplied hundreds of Southern Baptists by enlisting them as mem­
bers of the Southern Baptist Historical Society, auxiliary to the Commission. 
The Commission also works closely with the state Baptist historical agencies 
which enrol hundreds of Baptists in the ongoing tasks of conserving and making 
known our Baptist story. The vital work being done by many of the state histori­
cal organizations is reflected in the”State Baptist Historical Reports” feature 
in this issue of Baptist History and Heritage.

INVOLVEMENT NOW

To involve now thousands of Southern Baptists as active members of the 
Southern Baptist Historical Society will do much to stimulate an awareness and 
appreciation of our Baptist heritage. The Society and the Historical Commission, 
SBC, both function upon the principle that Baptists must know their history in 
order to understand and appreciate their heritage and World Mission. In April 
of this year the Historical Commission and Society jointly launched a campaign 
to enlist 1, 650 new members in the Society to increase the total membership to 
2,500.

Members of the Society do much to help in locating, assembling, preserv­
ing, organizing, and making available the facts and materials of Baptist history. 
Members receive the Commission’s quarterly journal Baptist History and Heritage 
and also The Quarterly Review. Annual membership, including these publica­
tions, is currently only $4.00 a year, but it will increase to $5.00 January 1, 
1974, due to the rising cost of the two quarterly periodicals. Current members 
of the Society are encouraged to join in the campaign to enlist new members. 
See the back cover of this issue for awards which will be made for membership 
enlistment. --LEM
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DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES IN FRONTIER 
BAPTIST CHURCHES IN KENTUCKY

Charles William Deweese*

Church discipline occupied an important position in the life of frontier 
Baptists. This article will focus on the application of discipline in five frontier 
Baptist churches in Kentucky in the years 1800-60. The layout of this writing 
will be threefold: (1) to suggest some reasons why such a study may be profit­
able; (2) to present schematically the principles governing disciplinary procedure; 
and (3) to offer a critique of the theory and practice of discipline used by frontier 
Baptists.

The reasons for this study hinge on the objective of determining the her - 
meneutic value of church discipline among frontier Baptists for contemporary 
Baptists. The writer is keenly aware that church discipline is practically a 
nonexistent phenomenon in many Southern Baptist churches today. An obvious 
evidence of this fact is that inactive and nonresident members are fairly numer­
ous. Thus, an investigation of disciplinary theory and activity among the fron­
tier predecessors of modem Baptists can perhaps reveal some useful possibilities 
inherent in a recovery of discipline.

A gradual interest is arising in cultivating a renewal of congregational 
discipline. James Leo Garrett presented a bibliographical listing of sixteen 
articles on Baptist church discipline which were written between 1949 and 1961. 
Later, Forrest H. Watkins offered a selected bibliography of writings on the 
same subject which appeared primarily in the 1960’s.^ Since there is an accu­
mulating concern for church discipline among many Baptists, research into the 
strengths and weaknesses of frontier discipline may provide some guidelines 
and structure for a responsible appropriation of discipline into the current 
Baptist context.

The principle of selectivity required the writer to focus his attention on a 
small number of churches. Consequently, this study involved an examination 
of the minutes of five frontier Baptist churches in Kentucky in the period 1800-60. 
The minutes explored were those of the Burks Branch Church, the East Hickman 
Church, the Glen’s Creek Church, the Mt. Tabor Church, and the New Liberty 
Church.

The Burks Branch Church was organized in Shelby County and was consti - 
tuted on June 15, 1801. The East Hickman Church was constituted on June 15, 
1787, as the Marble Creek Church in Jessamine County, but the name of the 
church later became East Hickman. The Glen’s Creek Church was organized 
in August, 1801, in the Elkhorn Association in Woodford County. The Mt. Tabor 
Church was started in November, 1798, in the Green River Association. The

Peweeie Aecentb/ completed the Th,V, degAee Ln ChuAch. ULsLoAy 
at Southern BaptLst TheoLogLcaL SemLnaAy Ln LouLsvLLLe, Kentucky,

* James Leo GaAAetL, Ja,, BapLL&t ChuAch VLscLpLLne (NushvLLLe: 
BAoadman Pacm, 1962), p, 2.

^"Setected BLbLLogAaphy Aoa ChuAch VLscLpLLne, " ChuAch TAaLnLng, 
2:55, JanuaAty, 1972,
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New Liberty Church was constituted on June 23, 1801, as the Baptist Church on 
the Twins in Gallatin County, but the name of the church later became New 
Liberty. 3

The basic approach to the minutes of these churches was to scrutinize them 
inductively and to extract from them the operating principles which governed 
disciplinary procedure. This approach necessitated the use of numerous brief 
quotations from the primary documents as the means of validating with particu - 
larity the general principles being set forth. No attempt was made to give the 
correct forms for all the grammatical, orthographical, and punctuative errors 
in these quotations, simply because the errors were too abundant.

The business meetings of the five churches under study took place once a 
month on a designated Saturday. Since some of the church minutes did not indicate 
on which day of the month a meeting was held, and since some of the minutes did 
not have page numbers, the method of citation in this paper was to give the month 
and year of items referred to in the original sources. Occasionally, the month 
and the year did not appear in the minutes. When this was true, items were 
cited by use of the page number.

The following pages will attempt to show that Baptist churches on the fron­
tier exhibited themselves as moral courts, that they sometimes used severe 
measures in their application of discipline, and that they showed spiritual con­
cern for the offenders, if the offences were not too serious.

CHURCHES AS MORAL COURTS OF FRONTIER

William Warren Sweet was apparently the first scholar to designate the 
frontier churches at large as moral courts.Harold W. Brown later continued 
this emphasis by centralizing his attention specifically on the Baptists. $ Brown 
wrote that

early Baptist churches were in a very real sense moral courts.
In all cases they supplemented, and in many cases superseded, 
the civil courts of the land. As the civil court was to society, so 
the ecclesiastical court was to Christendom. When the civil court 
dealt with delinquents, they were ’criminals’ against the state; 
when the ecclesiastical court dealt with the same delinquents, they 
were ’sinners’ against God.^
The nature of the frontier Baptist churches as moral courts found expres - 

sion in the language, the extent, and the process of discipline.
Reflected in language of discipline. - -Reading the minutes of the frontier 

churches was like reading the minutes of a courtroom drama. In recording the 
minutes of one discipline meeting, a church clerk used the words "case, ’’

Information came from the. Initial, and mostly unnumbered, pages 
of the minutes. Hereafter, the Burks Branch Church will be cited as BB, 
the East Hickman Church aa EH, the Glen's Creek Church as GC, the Mt, 
Tabor Church as MT, and the New Liberty Church aa NL.

4"The Churches as Moral Courts of the Frontier," Church History, 
11:3-21, March, 1933.

^"Saptlst Churches as Moral Courts," The Chronicle, V:S2-90, kprll, 
1942.

6lbid., p. 89.
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’’investigation, ” ’’acquitted, " and "evidence. "7 Other examples of this type 
permeated the minutes. A Mr. Robert Hindman was found ’’guilty" of deism.8 
A man was blamed with the "crime" of beating his wife. $ An ’’accusation" was 
brought against a slave for beating his wife A certain Sister Johnston had a 
"charge" placed against her for bad conduct.11 A committee was appointed to 
"cite" a woman to church so that she could give account of an alleged charge 
against her.*2 A white man had a "complaint” leveled against him for seducing 
a Negro woman J8 One man was excluded from membership for "treating the 
church with contempt. ” Finally, another man was excluded for fleeing from 
the "justice" of the church. 15

Reflected in extent of discipline. - -Disciplinary matters so dominated 
church business meetings that the minutes often reflected nothing but case pro­
ceedings. The minutes portrayed the character of a docket of a civil court. For 
example, on the first Saturday in October, 1821, the New Liberty Church acted 
upon ten elements of business. Nine of these concerned discipline. Seven per­
sons were excluded from the church. John Titus and Nancy Crowder were ex­
cluded for adultery. A slave girl named Franke and Nancy Spangler were 
excluded for fornication. A Mr. New and a Mrs. George were excluded for 
nonattendance. Walker Bond was excluded for fighting. In addition to these 
exclusions, a Mr. Sale gave the church satisfaction for the charges against him 
of being intoxicated and wishing to fight. Further, the charge against Sam and 
Thomas Johnson for bad conduct was referred to the next meeting. Finally, an 
unspecified charge against Harry Bonds was also referred.

Reflected in process of discipline. - -The way that frontier churches exe­
cuted discipline gave additional substantiation to the fact that they were moral 
courts. The actual process of discipline proceeded in the following manner. 
First, a charge would be brought against a person. If the charge involved a 
flagrant offence, such as fornication, the offender might be excluded immediate­
ly, whether he was present at the discipline meeting or not. Normally, however, 
if a person were charged with committing a less flagrant offence, such as being 
intoxicated, he would have the right, if he were present, to express sorrow for 
what he had done. If the church members were satisfied with his words of re­
pentance, they would retain him as a member and drop the case.

Occasionally, a person would be reproved even if he were retained. For 
example, a man was charged with excessive drinking in one church. The church 
retained him but felt "that he should be Reproved. Brother Waller was appointed 
and went forward to Reprove him. Further, a church might retain a person 
but place him under censure rather than under reproval. This meant that he 
would still be a member of the church but would lose his membership privileges 
of voting and participating in the Lord’s Supper. An example of this occurred 
when a certain Jane Reed was censured for telling lies.^

7 MT, Januasty, 1830. &MT, Novemb&t, 1801.
January, 1811.’MT, Feb^utut/, 1802.

”bb, August, 1818. September, 1818.
,3bb, September, 1829. 14NL, October, 1843.
,5bb, Masten, 1&47. May, 1823.
,7eh, July, 1802.
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If the person charged with an offence were absent, an individual member 
or a committee of members would be appointed to "labor” with him and "cite" 
him to attend the next discipline meeting of the church. If the person refused 
to attend the next meeting and "hear the church," he would be excluded, as was 
evidenced by a rule of government in one church; If, however, the person 
would attend the meeting to which he had been cited, the church would listen 
carefully to any words of contrition he might utter. If he were sorrowful enough, 
he might be retained in full. If he were not adequately repentant, he would either 
be reproved, censured, or excluded.

EVIDENCES OF DISCIPLINARY HARSHNESS

Hie strictness of frontier church discipline found expression both in the 
numerous exclusions from membership, along with the proportionately small 
number of restorations, and in special rules, resolutions, and motions of the 
churches.

Exclusion from membership. - -The reasons why persons were excluded 
from the five churches under study were the following: stealing flanseed, 
being a deist, beating one’s wife, telling lies, treating another person in 
an improper manner,2$ gambling,24 using rough language,25 threatening to kill 
oneself,25 drinking excessively,2? fighting,2& living in adultery,29 refusing to 
live with one’s husband, 30 being "pregnant by whoredom, striking one’s 
father-in-law, 32 cohabiting with a man other than one’s husband, 33 refusing to 
attend, 54dancing, 35 having a "hard spirit, "36 moving from the state without 
applying for a letter of dismission, displaying bad conduct in a church meeting, 55 
stealing hogs, 39 selling a Negro woman away from her child, 4$ refusing to pay 
a debt of twenty dollars,44 attending a horse race,42 "refusing to hear the

’*GC (1801-24), p. 4. 19 EH, May, 1801.
20 MT, November, 1801. 21 MT, IrzbAuaAy, 1802.
22ml, MaAch, 1802. ^Ibtd,
2 4 MT, Ap^ct, 1802. 2 5 MT, May, 1802.
26gc, August, 1803. 27 MT, NovembcA, 1803.
2seh, VzcembcA, 1803. 29 EH, 

31mt,
May, 1804.

30gc, October, 1804, ApAtt, 1805.
32eh, July, 1805. 33eh, SeptembeA, 1805
34eh, NovembeA, 1805. 33 EH, VecembeA, 1806.
36gc, January, 1807. 37bb, ApAct, 1807.
3Seh, PecembeA, 1807. 39 EH, VzbfuuaAy, 1808.
40gc, August, 1808. 41BB, OctobeA, 1811.
4 2 MT, Maxell, 1812.
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Church, ”4$ behaving disorderly toward one’s master (referring to a slave), 44 
’having been charged, convicted and punished by the sentence of a magistrate 
for having stolen a pot, ”4$ denying the faith and doctrine of the church,46 mis­
representing persons in the church to the grand jury in the county, 4? violating 
the rules of the church, 48 playing cards and billiards, 49 taking out a lawsuit 
against another person, 50 participating in fornication, 51 ’’being caught in bed 
with another womans husband, ”52 stealing chickens, 53 joining the Campbellites, $4 
defrauding a neighbor and absconding from the state, 35 concealing another man’s 
slave, 35 ’’stabbing a fellow mortal, "37 allowing one’s slaves to play the fiddle 
and dance in the kitchen, 58 murdering someone, 39 uniting with the Freemasons, 50 
killing a neighbor’s hogs, joining another church without applying for a letter 
of dismission, 52 being ”a single woman. . . in a state of pregnancy, ”53 eloping 
with a man not one’s husband, 54 ’’offering to bet on the election, ’55 joining the 
Regular or Hard Side Baptists, 66 and joining the Presbyterians. 67

In addition to these specific reasons for exclusions, other more general 
reasons were imbedded in such word groupings as ’’immoral conduct, ”53 
’’Conduct . . . Unbecoming Profesers of the gosple, "69 ’’unseamly behavour, "70 
and ’’gross immorality. "71

It is quite possible that dozens of other causes of exclusions could be found 
through examining the minutes of other frontier Baptist churches. For example, 
in the index to his volume entitled The Baptists, Sweet mentioned the following 
factors which resulted in disciplinary action in several churches whose records 
he explored: destruction of corner trees, erection of improper landmarks, 
quarreling, selling a sick horse, swapping horses, shooting for liquor, and 
intimidating slaves.

Further, an historical study of the Little Cedar Grove Baptist Church, 
apparently constituted in 1812 and believed to be the "oldest church building in

4}CC, June, 1812.
4 5MT, June, 1815.
47BB, December, 1818.

44GC, Ap^U, 1813.
46BB, August, 1818.
4gBB, VecembeA, 1819.

49GC, May, 1820. 50GC, November, 1821.
NL, Febuia/iy, 1822, 52MT, August, 1829.

53MT, Apntt, 1830. ^NL, August, 1834.
55NL, ApUL, 1835. 56HL, January, 1839.
5?NL, September, 1839, 5SGC, MaAeh, 1840.
^GC, VecembeA, 1840, 60HL, September, 1843.
61NL, October, 1843, 62EH, ApAtt, 1844.
63MT, October, 1855. 64 MT, May, 1856.
0 MT, September, 1856, 66 MT, September, 1857.
67MT, October 1857. 6SMT, August, 1854.
69EH, VecembeA, 1801.
VEH, October, 1829.

70EH, febAuaAy, 1802.

72WZLLuzm Wavten SweeX, The Baptuta, "ReLujZon on the, AmeAtcan 
f^ontte/i^lNew Yolk: Henxy Holt and Co,, 1931), pp. 642-43,
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Indiana still standing on its original location, ”7$ revealed the following causes 
of discipline: beating a man with a wagon whip, breaking the Sabbath by driving 
a team on a public highway, and marrying a man not a member of any church. 
One person was excluded for his belief in universalism.

Humphrey clearly demonstrated the scope of the moral offences treated by 
five frontier Baptist churches in Kentucky from 1781-1860. He studied the min­
utes of the Severns Valley Church, the Forks of Elkhorn Church, the Tate’s 
Creek Church, the Long Run Church, and the Great Crossing Church. These 
churches dealt with a total of 1, 636 offences during the time under consideration. 
The top ten offences dealt with were alcohol--258, neglect of church--228, evil 
speech - -204, anger and contention - -154, sexual offences - -149, fighting - -108, 
dishonesty and stealing--84, unapproved amusements --60, gambling --40, and 
disertion of family--39.7$ Of these 1, 636 cases, 821, or just over one half, re­
sulted in exclusion.7$

Humphrey also made some interesting observations based on his study of 
all the exclusions and restorations which occurred in all the churches of the Elk­
horn and Salem associations. In the Elkhorn Association in the period 1788-1860, 
the number of exclusions was 3, 652, and the number of restorations was 1,120. 
In the Salem Association from 1811-60, there were 2,247 exclusions and 388 
restorations. 77 This meant that one out of every seventy-nine members was 
excluded from the Elkhorn Association each year, and that one out of every 
fifty-one members was excluded from the Salem Association each year. 7$ The 
figures also show that only a small percentage of the persons excluded were 
ever restored.

Church rules, resolutions, and motions. - -Churches often adopted special 
regulations which showed the severity of their discipline. Excessive drinking 
always elicited the rebuke of the church. This was even true in the early 1800*s 
when social drinking was accepted as legitimate by practically all the frontier 
Baptists. Alcohol was so prevalent on the early frontier that the salary of min­
isters sometimes consisted partially of whiskey. Sweet’s examination of the 
minutes of the Elkhorn Association revealed that the members of the South Elk­
horn congregation pledged, along with other items, thirty-six gallons of whiskey 
to help pay the salary of their pastor, John Shackleford, in 1798.7$ At first, it 
was even acceptable for members to engage in the production of liquor. Oppo­
sition against such production arose in the 1850’s, however, because of the 
increasing excesses in consumption and because of the rise of temperance 
movements. In April, 1855, the New Liberty Church passed the resolution that 
if any member was caught retailing liquor, ”. . .it shall be considered sufficient 
cause for dealing with such offender. ” Thus, the changing mores of society found 
reflection in churches in the new attitude toward liquor.

73 VoMthu "Founding a lAontteA ChuAch," The. ChAontete, X:87,
JanuaAU, 1947,

74Ibid., p.
7 'Jarne^ EdMiAd HurnphAey, "Baptist Vtsctptine tn Kentucky, 1781-1860," 

(unpublished Th,V, thefts], p, 290, 
76lbid., pp. 104-105.
7 7 Ibid., pp. 291-95.
7Slbid., p. 105. 79The p. 37.
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Statements against dancing were particularly numerous. One Baptist asked 
about the propriety of holding a public barbecue on his property for the purpose 
of dancing and making money. He also wanted to know if it would be acceptable 
for other Baptists to attend the amusements. The answer of his church was, 
” ... we think it wholy inadmissible under any pretence what ever. A sec­
ond church passed a resolution on dancing which viewed it and similar amuse­
ments as ’’entirely incompatible with the Christian profession . . . . Finally, 
a third church spelled out some other types of prohibited amusements. It viewed 
the playing of cards, checkers, and dominoes as ’’antisc riptural and . . . incom­
patible with Christian character. ...” 82

Churches were quite averse to having members move out of the community 
without applying for letters of dismission. One church incorporated into its gov­
ernment a rule against this.$3 Another church adopted a motion with an even 
more forceful intent concerning the matter. It asserted:

In future all members that remove without the bounds of the church 
who shall not within twelve months after said removeal, apply for 
a letter of dismission, shall be no longer reported as a members, 
nor after that time can such letter be obtain, d without evidence, 
of their piety and good conduct during their absence.
There was an obvious concern that members regularly attend the discipline 

meetings. After a time of consultation on the neglect of certain persons to attend 
these meetings, one church decided that in the future if a member were absent 
from two of these meetings in succession, he would be required to inform the 
church of the reasons for his absence. If the delinquent member failed to do 
this, the church would send a member or a committee of members to cite him 
to the next meeting to be disciplined. 8 5

The churches constantly exhibited an intolerant attitude toward members 
who would file suits against each other in public courts of law. One church 
early established as a rule of its government ’’that church members carefully 
avoid going to law with each other on any pretence what ever. ”8$

Finally, the minutes often contained rather incidental statements which 
reflected the rigorous approach of the churches toward offenders. In one in­
stance a certain Mr. Sulcer was excluded for being an habitual drunkard. Then 
the church clerk wrote that ’’with such the true disciples of Christ was forbidden 
to keep company or even to eat.

DEMONSTRATIONS OF CARE FOR OFFENDERS

Liston O. Mills has posited the thesis that among the frontier Baptists, 
Methodists, and Presbyterians who were located in the area west of the Alle­
ghenies and east of the Mississippi between 1800 and 1850”. . . discipline was $$ 
related to pastoral care among these people as watchfulness and supervision. ’’

S0BB, September, 1S25. S,EU, January, 1845.
S2NL, October, 1854. Novenbe^, 1825.
i4MT, Janu.aA.y, 1815. S5BB, M<wch, 1833.
*6BB, July, 1801. S7MT, January, 1816.

Luton 0, MLLLs, "The. KeZatLonshtp o^ VuclpLLne to Pastoral Caste.
Ln PsiontLeA Churches, 1800-1850: A Study," Pastosiat Psychology,
XVI: 23, VecembeA, 1965,



201

In spite of the seemingly harsh character of frontier discipline, there were many 
ways by which the churches showed genuine care for the offenders. The minutes 
revealed general indications of concern, formal protection for offenders in the 
rules of decorum, and some evidence of preventive discipline.

General indications of concern. - -A church would not accept at face value 
the charge of one member against another. If a person made a slanderous 
charge against someone and was unable to prove to the church that the charge 
was valid, it sometimes happened that the person making the false charge would 
himself be excluded. This happened to a man who was unable to authenticate his 
charge that another man ’was guilty of an indelicate act with his wife, in a pub- 
lick manner ....

In connection with this was the fact that a church would often examine 
charges quite closely, and if the charges were proven false, the church would 
completely exonerate the alleged offender. One one occasion a certain Mr. 
Newell levelled the following six complaints against John Coulees: (1) "indecent 
and indelicate joking and jesting with sister Harlow, ” (2) "hard dealings with 
Polly Newell, ” (3) "taking sister Thacker under dealing to prevent her from being 
introduced as an evidence between himself and Polly Newell, " (4) "an indelicate 
touch of his wife in the presence of company, " (5) "having said he once walk, d 
on a brier patch, " and (6) "attempting to deceive bro. John Baugh, " The 
church overruled all these charges because they could not be substantiated by 
evidence. The church said Coulees was in no way worthy of censure and should 
be completely acquitted.

Further, a church would reaffirm its confidence in a member if charges 
brought against him were false. A Mr. Gray was charged with belonging to a 
secret organization. A committee appointed to talk with him reported the fol­
lowing to the church:

We now give it as our opinion that Brother Gray has done nothing 
worthy of church discipline and from Brother Grays statements 
we have all confidence in him as a Brother and a Christian. . . . ^ 
A church would give careful attention to an accused person who would ex­

press sorrow for what he had done. If the repentance was satisfactory to the 
church, the person would not be disciplined. For example, a certain James 
Allen charged himself with keeping Mr. Stewart’s knife too long and with using 
abusive language when Mr. Stewart took back his knife. Mr. Allen expressed 
public sorrow for what he had done, and this caused the church to retain him as 
a member without disciplining him. $3

If a person had been excluded from a church, he could be restored if he 
would give adequate satisfaction that he was reformed. There was no definite 
period of time that had to expire before a restoration could take place. In one 
church a man who had been excluded for intoxication was restored as soon as 
three months later. $4 in the same church another man was restored who had 
been excluded several years earlier. $$

S9m, June., 1212.
911bid.

September, 1804^ 
95BB, Ap/cU, 1240.

90MT, JanuaAi/, Ji J 3.
9ZGC, VeeembeA, 1242.
94BB, July, 1230.
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When a member made a charge against another member, the church would 
send an individual or a committee to ’’labor” with the alleged offender. The 
apparent implication of the laboring was to elicit an attitude of penitence in the 
person so that discipline would not be necessary. A Mr. Webster and a Mr. 
Baker had a disagreement over who owned a certain number of hogs. The church 
to which they belonged appointed a committee to ’’labor” with both of the men.^

If a person charged with doing a wrong was absent from the meeting to 
which he had been cited, the church would not act on his case if it did not know 
the reason for the person’s absence, unless the wrong was quite flagrant. A 
charge was made against Mallory Martin for using profanity and being intoxicated. 
He was cited to appear at the next meeting but failed to do so. Not knowing why 
he was absent, the church decided to prolong discussion of his case until the 
following meeting. 7 Often, if the charged person did appear at the meeting to 
which he had been cited, it was difficult to reach a decision about his case in 
one meeting. In order to secure justice, the church would give his case several 
hearings. $

Rather than simply exclude two persons unable to solve a personal quarrel, 
a church would sometimes seek the help of a neighboring church. In October, 
1825, the Shelbyville Church requested help from the Burks Branch Church to 
bring about reconciliation between two members in the former. The Burks 
Branch Church responded by appointing a committee to deal with the problem.

Formal protection in rules of decorum. - -The churches built into their 
systems of government certain restrictions against an unlimited and punitive 
application of discipline. These restrictions favored the potential recipients 
of discipline. One church had as a rule of government that all questions requir­
ing a vote would be determined in favor of the majority, except admitting and 
excluding members.^ Another rule of the same church, however, stated that 
a two-thirds majority was necessary before a person could be excluded.^ a 
second church went even further and decided that a unanimous vote was required 
to exclude a member.^

All the churches agreed on the essentiality of following the guideline of 
Matthew 18:15-17 in dealing with matters concerning personal grievances. A 
member who would bring a charge to the church against another member without 
having followed this guideline would himself be disciplined. One church expressed 
its disdain for the spreading of evil reports but formulated a rule that when such 
a report did exist, a member should dutifully check into the matter and converse 
with the person against whom the evil report existed before he presented a charge 
to the church. A second church passed a resolution to the same effect. 
A third church presented the matter even more forcefully in the following rule:

And if any member knows of any private offence commited by any 
members of this church & doth divulge it previous to labouring 
with the said brother according to the Gospel/he/ shall come 
immediately under the censure of the church
One church exhibited an obvious pastoral concern in two of its rules gov­

erning disciplinary operation. One rule admonished the church "not to expose

96NL, Much, 1610. 97EH, Match, 1647.
The RelatcomUp PZaccptine. . . FtonZiet Chuichu, p. 2S.
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^^EH, October, 1601. J02BB, September, 1624.
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the infirmities of one another unless for the good of Zion, or in obedience to the 
laws of the land. ”105 A further rule reminded the members ”to bear reproof, 
and to reprove each other in Christian love, meekness and charity--as is com­
manded by the great head of the church. ”

Preventive discipline. - -The discipline of the frontier Baptist 
churches was not just reformative; it was also preventive. The writer was 
able to isolate two positive evidences of this fact. To begin with, persons were 
not disciplined with no previous knowledge of what was considered right and 
wrong. Discipline played such a crucial role in the frontier churches that mem­
bers were constantly being reminded of their responsibilities. To be sure, it 
was not possible to become a member of a church without producing evidence of 
one’s faith and character. One church adopted the following rule:

'That strict enquiry be made of all persons professing to unite 
in Membership of a work of grace on their heart to their principals 
of faith in the Doctrines of the gospel the uprightness of their 
lives Except Members from other churches who bring letters 
of Dismission from sister churches.107
The second evidence was the discipline meeting in which a member asked 

a question about preventive discipline. The church responded to his question, 
and the matter was reported as follows:

What is the duty of a Christian, Mien he sees his bror going into 
a quarrel or drinking to excess or in any of the like hurtfull snares anssr 
we believe it to be the duty of a bro. in such a case to try to pr^^ 
vent with out violence while he sees any probability of success.1
This concluding section of this article will attempt to show two things. 

First, it will try to demonstrate that members of frontier Baptist churches had 
a great respect for church discipline. Second, it will strive to delineate accu­
rately the strengths and weaknesses of frontier church discipline.

RESPECT FOR CHURCH DISCIPLINE

The churches commanded respect for their discipline in the way that they 
claimed to possess both the power and the duty to employ discipline. The min­
utes of the Burks Branch Church were especially helpful at this point. This 
church established as the third rule of its government ’’that a gospel Church hath 
the power (or keys) . . . within herself to Exercise the discipline thereof. 
Further, the same church adopted the rule that if some of its members heard 
a bad report against another member, . .it shall be the Duty of those Mem­
bers ... to see and converse with the Member against whom the Report is. 
. . . Then, if the members who made the inquiry thought the case against 
the person to be serious enough, ”. . .it shall be their Duty to Report it to the 
church for their attention."

An example of the fact that the churches felt a duty to use discipline was 
the way a church would sometimes take up the case of a wayward member of 
another church. Absolom R. Battenton was a member of the East Hickman

{^EH, November JS25.
July, 1801.

109BB, July, 1801.
108jrrr~Augu4t, 1807.
^^°BB, September, 1824.
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Church, but he was teaching school and living in the vicinity of the Burks Branch 
Church. A complaint was brought against him by some members of the Burks 
Branch Church, and the clerk of this church was directed to send the following 
letter:

The Baptist Church of Jesus Christ on Burks Branch Shelby County 
Ky. to the Church at East Hickman Fayatte County Sendeth greet­
ing. Dear brethren it has fallen to the lot of some our body to 
detect a member of your Church who has been gilty of different 
crimes. The crimes having been committed within the bounds 
of our Church and at a distance from your and believing you are 
not willing to hold as a member of your body any who walk 
disorderly we therefore have taken up the case of Absolom R. 
Battenton (the offender) so far as to here the testimony in relation 
there to and send you the following as the substance of the same.1 
A second evidence of the respect which members had for their churches’ 

discipline was the fact that these members occasionally brought charges against 
themselves. A church usually looked with favor upon self-accusations, if they 
were accompanied by penitence. A Mr. Downan was allowed to keep his member­
ship after charging himself with being drunk.in another instance a Mr. Joshua 
Baker placed a complaint against himself for encouraging a shooting-match. After 
he disapproved of his conduct, his church agreed to retain him as a member.^

If, however, a person charged himself with a wrong and his church was not 
convinced that he genuinely disapproved of his conduct, the church might exclude 
him. Consider, for example, the following:

Br°. Samuel Simpson bro* forward A Complaint against himself for
Makeing too free with a Woman not his own Wife in Useing light 
conversation. The thing being Enquired into and he haveing Corrupt 
designs in view the Church have Excluded him.
A final evidence of the respect which members had for the discipline of 

their churches was the fact that disputing members would sometimes submit to 
the decision of a committee appointed by the church. An example of this was 
the dissension between James Ford and B. P. Gray over the fact that the latter 
was a Freemason. Unable to settle their difficulty, they agreed to abide by the 
decision of a church committee. The committee listened to all that both men had 
to say and then exonerated Mr. Gray.^

There were probably two reasons why individual church members were 
willing to submit to the extra-legal action of the churches. First, the members 
tended to identify the voice of the church with the voice of God, and they had a 
fear of divine retribution. Thus, the mores of the people were given a religious 
sanction. Second, since the churches set the moral standards of conduct in the 
frontier communities, what the churches designated as sins were accepted as 
sins by members and nonmembers. Thus, condemnation by the church was con­
demnation by the entire community. To maintain his position among his neigh­
bors, a person needed the approval of the church. Expulsion from the church 
was considered a disgrace in the eyes of all.^

”ZBB, September, 1429. H3MT, Match, 1404.
"4NL, October, 1407. n5NL, Jcty, 1411.
”6GC, December, 1442.
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CRITIQUE OF DISCIPLINARY PATTERNS

Church discipline among frontier Baptists had both negative and positive 
features. Ulis section will attempt to evaluate frontier discipline in terms of 
its strengths and weaknesses.

Negative features of discipline. - -The frontier churches adhered to legal­
istic standards of morality. An action was either right or wrong. Thus, a 
negative ethic tended to dominate religious life. This ethical style resulted in 
a disciplinary theory which was characterized by the view that Christianity was 
more restricting than liberating. An obvious demonstration of this confining 
ethic was the fact that churches excluded members who participated in such 
seemingly innocent recreational outlets as playing cards, checkers, billiards, 
and dominoes.

The churches made no serious efforts to reclaim persons whom they had 
excluded from membership. The churches were apparently so preoccupied with 
the feeling that they should rid themselves of the morally weak that they failed 
to develop a responsible ministry to the persons whom they had expelled. If an 
excluded person wished to renew his status as a bona fide member, he had to 
take the initiative himself. This was likely the primary reason why only such a 
small percentage of those persons excluded were ever restored.

The churches were evidently less interested in applying spiritual therapy 
to individual moral problems than they were in maintaining corporate self-purifi­
cation. The churches placed so much emphasis on preserving their institutional 
sanctity that they had little tolerance for individual deviations from the established 
norms. This suggested that the individual was of secondary significance in re­
lation to the wider church context and that he had spiritual worth only as long as 
he remained morally in alignment with what the church considered sound. In 
speaking of the frontier Baptists, Mills correctly asserted:

The easy way in which they equated the welfare of the individual 
with that of the church tended to stifle individuality and to create 
conformity. It bred situations in which the group will was often 
considered superior to the ijygvidual will and in which individual 
deviations led to discipline.
The churches did not have an adequate comprehension of the true meaning 

of sin. 119 They equated sin with external acts. This concentration on visible 
sins of a carnal nature precluded any significant concern for sins of a higher 
nature. The more subtle sins received little attention in the disciplinary 
process.

Growing out of the weak concept of sin was a weak concept of the church. 
In its effort to keep itself holy by excluding undesirable members, the church 
failed to realize the sinful character of its members who did the excluding. For 
example, William Cole was a leader of the Burks Branch Church, for he often 
served as moderator of the business sessions. In August, 1813, he was partially 
responsible for having James Hughes excluded from the church on the charge of 
dancing. Then, in May, 1823, the minutes revealed that the church had to re­
prove Cole himself on the charge of being intoxicated. Finally, in April, 1830, 
the church excluded Cole because of further evidence of excessive drinking in 
his life. The church failed to see the ambiguity of the Christian life. It also 
failed to take seriously the doctrine of original sin.

ChuAche^, p. 32. 
9Homp/uet/, Bap£uZ PZacZpLcne, p. 270.
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The churches gave far more attention to the corrective, punitive, and re­
medial aspects of discipline than they did to the constructive, preventive, and 
therapeutic elements. Brown pointed out that in reference to such social sins 
as divorce, adultery, fornication, and bigamy, ”... the guilty party could ex­
pect no leniency from the church and seldom did anyone escape even if he pro­
fessed sorrow for his sin. ”^0 Consequently, there was a rather sizable failure 
to meet the pastoral needs of the people. When churches excluded members for 
such things as premarital pregnancies and other family problems, the churches 
intensified the problems of these members instead of bringing solutions to them.

Positive features of discipline. - -The basic strength in the frontier Baptist 
approach to discipline was that the churches took discipline seriously. This was 
reflected in the abundance of disciplinary matters discussed in the minutes of 
the churches. Further evidence was the rule of government in one church which 
said that in business meetings disciplinary concerns were to be the first items 
to merit consideration.^1 Frontier Baptists believed that church membership 
was a privilege which necessitated responsible moral living. To violate one’s 
covenantal agreement with the church meant that a person had to be reminded 
of his duties by the church. Although the moral standards of the churches were 
quite legalistic, the intention of these churches to keep the moral integrity of 
all their members on a high level was commendable.

Another strong point of the discipline in frontier churches was that it 
’’served as a practical corrective aid to some of the excesses of frontier life. ” 
The frontier was characterized by excessive drinking, gambling, fighting, and 
general lawlessness. It was in obvious need of moral restraint. Even though 
the number of churches was proportionately small in reference to the size of the 
frontier communities, the churches exerted an influence far greater than their 
number would indicate.The churches, Baptist and others, ’’were an impor­
tant--if not the most important --factor in maintaining decency and order in the 
average frontier community.

The frontier churches had a biblical foundation for their discipline. They 
relied heavily on Matthew 18:15-17. In some sense, the churches may have mis­
interpreted this section in Matthew. It is also possible that they may have con­
fined themselves so closely to this one passage that they neglected other important 
passages. Still, their attempt to establish discipline on a biblical basis was 
significant.

Discipline was considered to be the task of the entire congregation.1 
Since there not many full-time pastors, the laymen had to be the disciplinary 
agents. Whole congregations examined potential church members, persons
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wishing to be restored to membership. Some churches required a unanimous 
vote of the congregation before a member could be excluded. It is not possible 
to condone the disciplinary measures which often resulted in an inordinate amount 
of embarrassment for the members being disciplined, but the genuine concern 
which members had for the moral well-being of each other was an excellent 
trait of frontier church life. The centrality of moral concern was a key element 
enabling the churches to have close fellowship.

Humphrey has suggested other points of strength in the discipline of Bap­
tist churches in frontier Kentucky.For one thing, discipline took place on 
three levels (reproof, suspension, and expulsion), depending on the seriousness 
of the sin involved. There was sincerity and love in much of the discipline that 
was administered. This was evidenced by the great patience used in giving some 
cases several hearings. There was much emphasis on the power of repentance 
and grace to purify a morally weak person. Finally, frontier Baptists strongly 
believed that the church could not be a part of the world even though it was in 
the world.

In light of the preceding critique of discipline in frontier Baptist churches, 
the following suggestions may be helpful for a contemporary understanding and 
application of discipline in Baptist life. (1) Church discipline has been an im­
portant feature of Baptist history and can continue to be a valid part of religious 
experience. (2) Discipline deserves to be recovered in those churches where it 
has come to be neglected. (3) Discipline must be taken seriously in order to be 
successful. (4) It needs to be constructed on a solid biblical and theological 
basis. (5) A punitive application of discipline must be precluded by the candid 
acknowledgment that all men possess a sinful nature. (6) The primary emphasis 
can best be placed on the preventive phase of discipline rather than on the re­
formative. (7) Discipline should be used with therapeutic intentions and with the 
hope of redemption, or not at all. (8) Churches can best aid a person by helping 
him solve his problem and not by excluding him. Exclusions may still be neces­
sary, however, in cases of deliberate hostility to the church and its spiritual 
welfare. (9) The primary focus can legitimately be on individual need and not 
on a superficial preservation of the sanctity of the church.

Southern Baptist Periodical Index—1972 (Nashville: Historical Commis­
sion, SBC, 1973). $8.50. This comprehensive author and subject index 
to the 1972 issues of forty-eight periodicals is a reference tool which 
should be in the library of churches, agencies, and institutions. 
Volumes for 1965-71 are also available. Library discount makes these 
volumes available for $7.70.

Index of Graduate Theses in Baptist Theological Seminaries, 1969-1971 
(Nashville: Historical Commission, SBC, 1972). $1.00
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J.C. STALCUP: FATHER OF BAPTIST 
GENERAL CONVENTION OF OKLAHOMA

Bill Bruster*

Being called a "Baptist" was not a very clear denominational identification 
in Oklahoma at the turn of the twentieth century. At that time there were four 
Baptist conventions in what is now Oklahoma. In Indian Territory there was the 
Baptist Convention of Indian Territory which was cooperating with the Home 
Mission Society of New York, and the Baptist General Association cooperating 
with the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. In Oklahoma 
Territory there existed the Oklahoma Baptist State Convention which was coop­
erating with the Home Mission Board, and the Oklahoma Baptist Convention which 
was cooperating with the North.

It is easy to imagine the frustration that the man in the pew felt in trying 
to keep straight all the alignments of all the conventions with which his church 
was cooperating. Individuals in some churches had strong convictions about 
the convention with which their church should align. Some churches felt rather 
strongly about which convention they should support. Some associations were 
more concerned than others about their convention alignment. It was a delicate 
problem. God sent a layman to solve it. It was not altogether unique that a 
layman should be performing a task of such magnitude. Former Southern Bap­
tist historian W. W. Barnes made the observation, "During the last quarter of 
the nineteenth century men, prominent in public life and in business in the United 
States, began to take an active part in religious affairs locally and denomina­
tionally. "2 Oklahoma Baptists were fortunate to have a man of the quality of 
J. C. Stalcup among them and it is interesting to see how he got to this new 
frontier.

BIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND

This layman’s ancestry goes back to Holland when a Dutch steelworker 
came to the American colonies, either on the "Mayflower” or shortly thereafter. 
Because the immigrant wore a steel head covering he was called "Stahl-Kopf, " 
which is German for "steelhead." In time the name became Anglicized as 
Stalcup. This immigrant’s offspring, J. C. Stalcup, was God’s gift to Oklahoma 
Baptists. It was Stalcup who lead the Baptists of Oklahoma from four conventions

*Pa. Bau^Zca, ptUZoA o^ Zhe FxAAZ BapZZaZ ChuAch, Siloam Spuing*, 
Zizania*, Im the, Aakan*a* member o^ the. Hl*tonicat CormuMtton, SBC,

U, M. Ga* kin, Bapti*t Milestone* tn Oklahoma (Oklahoma City: Good 
Pointing Co., 1966), pp, 139-53, 

2
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to one convention with single alignment. It was this man who was the guiding 
force that made a single denomination of Oklahoma Baptists.

Moses and Nancy Stalcup had twelve children, the last of which was born 
February 20 1851, and given the name Joseph Cole. $ Moses Stalcup had a 
deep faith in God and instilled this in his children. Every one of the children 
became members of the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church near Athens, Tennessee. 
The influence of an almost ideal home environment evidently never left J. C. 
He had a deep respect for his parents and a warm love for his boyhood home. 
Stalcup attended a Baptist laymen’s conference in Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 
February, 1913, and visited his childhood home for the last time. He described 
that experience:

I ran up to Athens, in the county in which I was bom and 
attended service Sunday at old Mt. Harmony church .... After 
the service wife and I drove over to the farm where I was born, 
and saw the old loghouse built by my father almost a hundred 
years ago--the largest log house I ever saw. As we walked 
through and around the old house and farm, a flood of fond 
memories filled my mind and heart of the many happy hours 
I spent there, and did not know how happy I was. When we 
turned and drove away, for the last time, quite likely, it was 
with a silent, but earnest prayer that God would help me to be 
a worthy son of the godly Father and Mother, who taught me, 
from my earliest recollection to love and serve Him.
Stalcup was twice married. His first wife was the cause of his leaving 

Tennessee. Her parents moved to Kansas, and the young man in love could do 
nothing but follow. There they were married, but moved in 1872 to an Arkansas 
community about fifteen miles from Fort Smith. After teaching school for a 
few years, Stalcup moved his family to Fort Smith and became a deputy court 
clerk. He moved to Hartshorne and later McAlester, Oklahoma, where he en­
tered private business.

MASTER DIPLOMAT

The two conventions in Indian Territory desired closer cooperation. At 
a meeting in Durant on September 6, 1900, they merged and formed the Baptist 
General Convention of Indian Territory. This convention was aligned with both 
Southern and Northern conventions and chose as its president the layman Stalcup. 
He said upon being elected:

I could not have been more surprised if he had said "you have been 
elected governor" for I knew nothing of organized religious activi­
ties, had never attended a convention in my life, and to be asked 
to become the president of a convention, especially of one, whose 
past was unsatisfactory to its constituents and for which the future 
seemed to hold so much of uncertainty, seemed almost absurd. $

Encyclopedia o^ Southern Baptists (Nashville: B^lo adman Pless, 195S}, 
u, im.-------------------------------------
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The two conventions in Oklahoma Territory likewise merged and formed 
one convention at Blackwell on October 11 1900. The new convention in Okla­
homa Territory also voted to have dual alignment. These acts of unification 
were turning points in the Baptist life of Oklahoma. There was divided commun­
ity and church life all over the state. The unifying conventions were the first 
positive steps taken in the life of Oklahoma Baptists.

In 1906 it became apparent that Oklahoma was about to enter the union as 
one state instead of two. There had been speculation that both Oklahoma Terri­
tory and Indian Territory would become states. In 1906 both Baptist conventions 
were scheduled to meet in Shawnee on the same dates. On Thursday, November 
9, 1906, a committee headed by Stalcup came from the Indian Territory Con­
vention with a resolution which was presented to the convention of Oklahoma 
Territory. The resolution encouraged both conventions to dissolve and form 
one new one. It was unanimously accepted by both groups, and the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma was born. That first convention then elected 
Stalcup as its first corresponding secretary. There were differences to be 
settled, doubts to be dealt with, and suspicions to be calmed; but the Baptists 
of Oklahoma had found a man big enough for the job. The new convention was 
aligned with north and south so it was going to take a master in diplomacy to 
handle the job. Stalcup was that master diplomat! The new convention even­
tually voted to cooperate with the Southern Baptist Convention. ?

EFFECTIVE ORGANIZER

Stalcup led the Baptists of this new state in setting up an organization big 
enough to challenge the people. He helped organize Sunday School work, B. Y.P.U. 
work, helped begin hospital work and child care work, supported the founding 
of Falls Creek Baptist Assembly, consolidated the schools, led the convention 
to single alignment with the Southern Baptist Convention, and set the feet of 
Oklahoma Baptists on the road to success.

A man who knew how to get things done, Stalcup was a good planner and 
a promoter. When he wanted anything done, he would go through the proper 
channels and then publicize. He wrote a weekly column in the Baptist Messenger 
and always pushed the next big event through his column.

This layman never had the opportunity for much formal education. He did 
manage to go to school long enough to get a teacher’s certificate but had little 
other formal training. He was always interested in education. When he moved 
to Arkansas the community had no school, so he began one and became the 
teacher. When he became the corresponding secretary for the convention, 
there were several attempts being made by Baptists to sponsor a school. In 
1901, Oklahoma Baptist College was begun in Blackwell but was never a real 
success, and closed its doors in 1913. While Baptists were halfheartedly sup­
porting that college, another was begun at Hastings in 1907. But the Southwest 
Baptist College never got off the ground. In 1912, it was moved to Mangum and 
became the Western Baptist College, but operated only three more years. None 
of these schools was successful. After Stalcup became corresponding secretary 
he appointed an education commission and worked through them to get Oklahoma 
Baptists to support one school, the present Oklahoma Baptist University in 
Shawnee, which started classes in 1911.& Stalcup continually urged Oklahoma

p. 146-47. ^Ibid., pp. 146-51.
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Baptists to support education. When asked in 1920 where the convention should 
place its emphasis in the coming year he replied:

We should by all means place the greatest emphasis for some years 
to come on our educational work, centered at OBU. . . . Unless we 
do this we shall find it impossible to hold our rightful place in the 
front rank of evangelical denominations in the state, or continue 
to be a strong, vigorous force in world-wide conquest. $
In encouraging the Baptists to give on education day he said in the Messenger, 

”1 do sincerely hope that our churches will take this work of Christian Education 
on their hearts as never before and begin now to give to it, its rightful place in 
our thinking, praying and giving. "10 He believed so strongly in Baptist schools 
that he said, "We can never take our rightful place as Baptists in this state with­
out them ."11

COMPASSIONATE CHRISTIAN

Stalcup had a great capacity for compassion. While he was corresponding 
secretary the Baptist hospital in Muskogee was opened in 1909. He retired in 
1916 because of poor health, but was asked to come out of retirement and become 
the superintendent of the Baptist hospital at Miami.

His compassion was even more keenly felt for children in need. The work 
with the orphans was probably the closest to his heart. This work was the most 
often mentioned in his column in the Messenger. His wife wrote a weekly article 
in the Messenger entitled "Orphan Home Corner." The oldest institution owned 
and operated by the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma is the Baptist Chil­
dren’s Home at Oklahoma City, opened March 15, 1903, as the Oklahoma Baptist 
Orphans' Home, "l^ The years 1911-15 were trying times in Oklahoma. Drought 
and depression spelled financial difficulties for Baptist causes. The Orphans’ 
Home perhaps suffered the most. In 1916, Baptists thought they would have to 
close the home, so Stalcup became superintendent in order to keep it open. He 
pushed this work hard his last year as corresponding secretary. In almost 
every edition of the Messenger you could see his slogan, "Don’t forget the 
orphans." Right after the state convention of 1912 Stalcup said, "We must not 
rest on the victories of the past, but begin at once to make preparation for the 
battles confronting us--the first of which is caring for our orphans. "1$ Near 
Christmas that same year he wrote, "Make the holiday season as bright and 
happy for our orphan children as you would if your gifts were laid at the feet of 
Him, whose birth we celebrate. "14

EXCELLENT LEADER

Stalcup was a great man, and he was at his best when he was presiding 
at a convention. It was said of him, "He is a presiding officer who rules an 
assembly with common sense and good judgment rather than with parliamentary

9 Baptist M&McngeA, OctobeA 10, 1920, p. 5.
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technicalities. He knows the letter of parliamentary law, but rules an assembly 
with the spirit of it. He resigned as corresponding secretary in 1916 and was 
immediately elected president of the convention without a dissenting vote. He 
was reelected every year until 1922 when he moved to California to regain his 
health. Upon his election in 1921 he very cleverly remarked, ”1 take it that you 
have chosen me because you think I can render you service. I used to ask you 
not to elect me, but you did it anyhow and now I have decided to let you do as 
you please. ’’

Another wonderful ability which Stalcup had was that of being able to get 
people to cooperate. He succeeded in getting the two conventions in Indian 
Territory to unite in 1900, then got the two conventions in Oklahoma to unite in 
1906, and succeeded in getting the Oklahoma Convention to align itself with the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1914. One reason he had such magnetism at this 
point was his love of fellowship. When a Southern Baptist Convention was ap­
proaching, he would write the railroad, try to get reduced rates for the preach­
ers, publicize in the Messenger how much it would cost, where the train would 
be stopping, and encourage the preachers to ride together on the train for the 
fellowship. He loved to attend conventions! While he was in California, he would 
write back at convention time and tell his brethren how he would like to be with 
them. One of the highlights of his life was attending the state convention in 
1936 after a fourteen-year absence.

DECLINING YEARS

The stature of the man was seen at the spring commencement at Oklahoma 
Baptist University in 1936 when he was awarded the LL.D, degree. E. C. Routh 
said he watched Stalcup move his lips silently, in unison with the reading of 
Psalm 103 by President Raley. His mind was still strong and his devotion deep 
at eighty -five years of age.

He had to leave his beloved state in 1922 in search of health, but he came 
back in 1936. After attending the state convention in 1936, he was ready to join 
his departed brethren. His long and useful life came to an end on May 26, 1938, 
in McAlester. He was never ordained. When they suggested ordination to him, 
he replied that they might ruin a fairly good deacon and create a very poor 
preacher. It is very difficult to see how ordination would have added to the 
contribution that Stalcup made to the life of Oklahoma Baptists.

When Stalcup left for California in 1922, J. B. Rounds, former executive 
secretary of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, said: "His going from 
our midst takes from Oklahoma for the present. . . one of the greatest religious 
statesmen of the day. When he left for heaven in 1938, Rounds said:

Dr. J. C. Stalcup stands among the Baptist giants of the world. His 
farsightedness has carried Oklahoma Baptists to their present glory. 
We who have borne his mantle since his day look back and thank God 
for the almost more than human accomplishments of our cause under 
his leadership. Dr. Stalcup is not a product of the schools. He is 
the product of the Holy Spirit’s direction in a life that was submissive 
to his will.

^lb ,̂ November 23, 192J, p. 2.
1^- Ulbid., June 14, 1922, p. 4

'‘Gaikin, f^eitonu . . . , p. 2b9.
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2 Ibid., p. 20. --------- SSBC Annual, 1946, p. 17.

In July, 1973, the Marvin Givlers took up residence in Salisbury, Rhodesia. 
Givler, a retired businessman, arrived as a volunteer missionary to assume the 
bookkeeping and accounting responsibility for David Coleman, the treasurer of 
the Baptist Mission of Rhodesia, who was shortly to depart for a year’s furlough 
in the United States. The following month the David Robertses were appointed 
as regular missionaries of the Foreign Mission Board to Zambia. Roberts was 
listed as a linguist in training and in special assignment. These are but two of 
a large number of ’’missionaries" sent by Southern Baptists into more than seventy - 
five countries to minister in the name of Christ. In brief spectrum, this article 
proposes to unfold the historical development of the concept of foreign mission 
service beginning at the organization of the Southern Baptist Convention in May, 
1845, at Augusta, Georgia.

THE INITIAL PLAN

At the organizational meeting of the Convention, those present "Resolved, 
That the Convention appoint a Board of Managers for Foreign Missions . . . . "A 
Any detail in planning was left to the group of men chosen for each particular 
responsibility. The only direction that was given to them came in the address 
of the newly chosen president of the Convention, William B. Johnson, when he 
spoke of their concern for "Burmah and the Karens, ’’ for China, and for the needs 
of the continent of Africa.2

When the Convention met in its first session the following year, two views 
of fields of service claimed the attention of the messengers as the various com­
mittees of the Foreign Mission Board presented their recommendations to the 
entire body. The first, listed under "New Fields of Labor for Foreign Missions, ’’ 
was a resolution stating,

That whilst for the present it would be unwise for the energies 
of our Foreign Board to be diverted from China, and our contem­
plated mission in Africa; yet it is proper that they should direct 
their preliminary enquiries to other fields, and especially to 
Mexico, South America and Palestine, with a view to the future 
establishment of missions in those regions, if their means should 
justify it, and the providence of God should open an effectual door. 
From the experience gained by association with the China missionaries of 

the Triennial Convention, the chairman of the committee on the China Mission, 
Richard Fuller, implored the Board,

Send out as large a band of missionaries as possible, and with 
them, men qualified to become theological instructors to the Chinese 
candidates for the ministry; that, thus, your power may be increased, 
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and your efficiency, as well as economy, may be consulted, by 
large accessions of native talent and piety to the work of the 
mission.

In the report of the committee, the advantages mentioned were that Chinese were 
already adapted in physical constitution social habits, and trains of thought to 
their own people, that Southern Baptists would not be able to furnish "a sufficient 
number” of missionaries for the task and, in addition, that these could be en­
gaged at "small expense” to the Convention. $

In response to this challenge James B. Taylor, chairman of the Committee 
on Selecting Missionaries, advocated the sending of "a suitable individual to de­
vote himself chiefly to the theological training of such native converts in China, 
as may be employed in the Christian ministry.

In addition to this appeal, Taylor presented a resolution from his committee, 
’’That it is expedient to send to the China field, as soon as possible, a Christian 
physician, who shall also be engaged in imparting the knowledge of divine truth. "? 
He noted, in addition, that "such an individual would secure ready access to all 
classes of society in China, and while remedies were administered to their dis­
eased bodies, the heavenly panacea might be applied to their sin stricken souls. "$

Thus the basic pattern of mission vocation was set in simple structure at 
these first two meetings of the Southern Baptist Convention. Missionaries were 
to be primarily evangelists and preachers, but the need was recognized for phy­
sicians and theological teachers to open doors and to expand the Christian witness 
of the missionaries.

An additional emphasis was made by the Board that did not evoke response 
in the years ahead as a pattern for further mission outreach. The concept of 
lay responsibility and involvement in a specific relation to overseas mission was 
couched in the formal terms of resolution, as follows:

Whereas, the law of Christ requires not only of his ministers, 
but of all his disciples, to bear a part in the great work of evangel - 
izing the world; and as all may, according to their various circum­
stances, promote this great end and aim of true discipleship,

Resolved, That this Convention would regard with approbation, 
and with pleasure, the establishment at our several missionary 
stations of pious and intelligent merchants and mechanics , who, 
while they might pursue their respective occupations on their own 
responsibility, would, by their presence, example, and counsel, 
afford essential encouragement to the missionaries.

Resolved, That we respectfully invite the attention of our 
enterprising young brethren to this interesting and important 
matter.
In following the recommendations presented to it, the Foreign Mission 

Board reported in 1847 that Francis B. Johnson was appointed as a preacher and 
theological instructor and that he would be located in Canton as "a theological 
tutor. "10 In addition, J. S. James was appointed the following year as a

^Tbid., 1846, p. 10. 5 Ibid., p. 26.
6 Ibid., p. 15. 7Ib^d.
hUd., p. 26. ^Ibid., p. 13.

/ o
Bocutd, Minuter, 1847, p. 19.
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’’missionary and physician” to be located "at the new Shanghai station. By 
the time of the meeting of the Convention in 1849, the sad report was given that 
James had died and that Johnson had been forced to return to the United States 
due to illness. 12 Thus the missionary force in China consisted of men simply 
designated as "missionaries, ’’ and the comment was noted that, "It is worthy 
of consideration, whether the ministers who remain may not be competent for 
some years to come to give theological instruction to the natives, without appoint­
ing any one specially to this duty. "13

EARLY INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Two indications of the diversity that would emerge many years later in the 
pattern of missionary outreach may be found in the early days of the China mis­
sions . The Convention noted that "Sister Harriet Baker has gone to this position 
for the purpose of attempting the establishment of a school for female children. 
This is an experiment, the beneficial influence of which remains to be tested. "14 
Although the minutes noted Harriet Baker’s school beginning in 1852, the follow­
ing year she was forced to return home because of her health. 15 The plan caught 
on rapidly, and a pattern was established that served for many years to come, 
with the conducting of day schools as a base for evangelistic operations and the 
establishment of boarding schools under missionary direction, usually by the 
wives or single lady missionaries.16

A second indication of the diversification was expressed by B. W. Whilden, 
serving on a station alone, who wrote, "If none else than a layman could be sent, 
he could take charge of the book department, &c., and I could thus be more 
useful. "1^

Meanwhile, the mission approach in Liberia and in Nigeria added several 
new dimensions to the Board’s plan. With the appointment of Johy Day and A. L. 
Jones, both already resident in Liberia, two features can be noted. The first 
is that Negro missionaries were employed for many years, because of the judg­
ment that they could more easily adapt to the living conditions in Africa than 
white missionaries. Also these men were often actively engaged in other busi­
nesses prior to and even after appointment. Day, upon receiving notice of his 
appointment, wrote:

My mercantile business I close, so as to commence unen­
cumbered the first day of next month. The office of Judge I resign, 
and would immediately resign the office of superintendent of public 
affairs in this county, but without being consulted was elected 
Lieutenant Governor, and as I cannot resign that office without 
some little inconvenience to the people, I conclude to retain the 
office of superintendent.^

1848, p. 9. 12SBC Annual, 1849, p. 34.
J3,, . ,Ibid,

A. Tapper, The. FoteXgn Mi&aioy Xhe SoatheAn Baptist Conven­
tion (PfMadeZphza: American Baptist Fabrication Society, J 880), p. 90. 

^SBC Annual, 1852, p. 14; and Tappet, Foteian Missions . . . , SBC, 
p. 93. ------------

J6SBC Annual 1851, p. 22; 1853, p. 33.
17lbid., p. 29. MFMB Minute^ 1847, p. 22.
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Schools were opened in each area, and became the method of missionary 
work in Liberia from its beginning until Southern Baptists withdrew support from 
the missionaries in the country in the retrenchment that followed the Civil War.

Thomas J. Bowen, first Southern Baptist missionary to Nigeria, in planning 
for expansion in Nigeria, not only saw the need for physicians and teachers, but 
also perceived that some form of industrial instruction had a valid place in mis­
sionary activity among the people of Africa. He wrote that ’’the art of reading 
is not more important than the art of working, ” and saw the need for ”a little 
farm at each station” in order to effect "improvement of tools” and in the ’’mode 
of cultivation. ”19 Although unable to put his ideas into practice because health 
problems limited his years of service, he wrote:

It is true that preaching is our great and constant business in 
Africa. . . . Hie gospel is infinitely superior to all the rest; but 
for this very reason, I would have science, art, commerce, every­
thing consecrated to the gospel as sanctified allies.
Following her husband’s ideal, Mrs. Bowen, on January 2, 1854, recorded 

in her diary: ’’Commenced today to teach a little girl named Mocibi who was 
sent to us by her mother that she might learn to sew and read. ... It shall be 
my delight to teach her. ”21 In the same month she ’’began a school with . . . 
servants, five in number, and five others employed as labourers during the 
week.”22

By 1876 a ’’day school” had been begun in Lagos, Nigeria, that William 
Joshua David, in 1883 and 1884, further developed into the Baptist Academy 
which is still in operation.23 The same pattern was followed in China with sev - 
eral boarding schools, the oldest of which are the Pool To school for girls begun 
in 1888, and the Pool Ching for boys in 1889.24

The Nigerian Baptist Seminary ’’had its beginning in 1897 with a small 
group of young Nigerian pastors who were taught the Bible by Charles Edwin 
Smith. ”2$ By 1904 a seminary was also opened at Hwanghsien in North China, 
as had the University of Shanghai with the cooperation of Chinese Baptists in 
Shanghai, the Northern Baptist Convention, and Southern Baptists.2° At Recife, 
in North Brazil, a seminary was organized in 1902 and another at Rio de Janeiro 
in 1908.2^ By 1907, Southern Baptist missionaries had begun a seminary at 
Fukuoka.28

After the turn of the century, Southern Baptist medical work became an 
important part of the missionary outreach. Jessie L. Pettigrew (later Mrs. 
W. B. Glass), the first trained nurse sent by Southern Baptists, arrived in 29 
Hwanghsien in 1902. She was related to the Warren Memorial Hospital there.

^Ib-td., 7S52, p. 36; SBC Annual, 1*53, p. 47.
^FMB Minutu, 1854, p. 23.
2H>ta N. Pattern on, Continent In. Contnotlon (Nathville, Tennessee.: 

Convention PteM, 7957), p. 47.
22—’

Encyctopectta o^ Southern BaptittA (NaAhvttie: B*oadrnan P/teM, 795$), 
I, 467.

241bid. 2^lbid.
24"" ' ——

Baket J. Cauthen and Otheu, Advance: A HZato/u/ oj Southern Baptist 
Po/L&ign Hilton* (Nathvltie, Tenneree: ^odc^nan PneM, 7970), p. W.

^Ibxd., p. 248. 2s1bld., p. 95.
^Ibid., p. 9J; Fo/tejgn klution Boand NeM, October 14, 1962.
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By 1910, Southern Baptists had medical missionaries at seven stations in China.
In addition, George Green, a physician, and E. G. MacLean, a dentist, had 
arrived in Nigeria. 30

EXPANDING CONCEPTS OF MISSION OUTREACH

The impulse for change generated in the first decade of this century swift­
ly heightened as a greater variety of missionary talent was involved in the program 
of Foreign Missions. Rosewell H. Graves was an example, being described as 
’’preacher, teacher, writer and Bible translator, and medical doctor. ”31 So 
also was MacLean in Nigeria, who gave "his main effort to the establishment of 
an industrial school, which was later moved to Iwo, ’’ which school he headed 
for thirty years. 32

Trained nurses began coming in increasing numbers as well as doctors 
and teachers. Further specialization developed in the expanded mission thrust 
after the first world war. H. P. McCormick was appointed in 1920 for indus­
trial work in Africa.33 Others were found like Elizabeth Routh, a trained secre­
tary and bookkeeper, who was "sent out as an assistant to Dr. George Green. "34

So the story goes, with missionaries sent to engage in publications, in 
book stores, in leper colonies, in schools, in orphanages, in good will centers, 
in a growing number of special vocations. Yet, little mention was made of spe­
cific tasks, nor were specialized categories listed for missionaries to consider 
as avenues of service during most of the first half of the century. Not until after 
the second world war was special note taken of prospects for using specialists 
who might not necessarily have the background of ministerial training thought 
normal for missionary appointment.

One of the first couples to receive appointment under a new concept of 
contract workers was the Buford E. Cochrums, who were sent to Nigeria in 1947 
for two years. 35 Cochrum, with experience as a builder, was to be engaged in 
construction of mission residences and other mission buildings and to assist in 
developing a plan for raising standards in mission dwellings. The Cochrums 
stayed for three years instead of two and then returned for two additional three - 
year terms of service before completing their responsibilities at the task.

Another couple assigned to a special task at appointment was the Horace 
W. Fites, who were appointed to South Brazil in September, 1950, as contract 
workers in agriculture. 35 The Fites continue in this general assignment after’ 
twenty -three years.

The Donald L. Orrs were assigned in 1951 as "the first appointees to do 
fulltime music work on the foreign field, ... in the new Baptist Seminary. . . 
in Cali, Colombia. "37 Their ministry in this field has been a continuing one.

^Cauthen, Advance, • . . , pp. 91-92; PatteMon, Continent . . . , 
pp. 41, 54. ---------- -------------

31 Cauthen, Advance . . . , p. 81.
SZlbtd., p. 147.
3 3 " ’ChaAteA E. MaddAy, Vay Pawn tn YoAuba Land (Na^hvttte, Tennessee: 

BAoadman Pacm, 1939), p.~144.
p- ,95«

VI: 3, Match, 1943, p. 91.
3^IbZZ., VIII: 11 VzcembnA, 1950, p. 343.
^FotcZgn MZ^Zcn New, AptZZ 12, 1951.
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These examples suffice to depict the trend of designated specialization 
which developed in missionary vocation related to the Southern Baptist foreign 
missions program at mid-century.

EXPANSION OF SPECIALIST MINISTRIES

In the intervening score of years, more detail has been added to the de­
scription of special talents and training for missionaries sought for service with 
the Foreign Mission Board. Glimpses of this development can be seen from 
three perspectives.

Missionaries serving in 1973 are categorized according to vocation. A 
recent survey reveals over twenty general categories, as follows:

Agriculture 16 Pilot 1
Business Administration 61 Preaching 493
Construction 4 Press 3
Children of missionaries: Publications and printing 56

teaching and dormitory 11 Radio and television 31
English language 51 Religious education 77
Medicine 141 Secretary 21
Education 317 Social work 29
Music 60 Student work 43
Men and boys ’ work 3 Veterinarians

Women’s work 31 38

38 Fo*etgn Minion Boa*d Compute* Printout. Some categosite6 have been 
combined ^o* brevity.

^"Needed Now 1973," a pamphtet published by the Vepaxtment ofa ItC&^ton- 
o*y Peuonnet, Fo*etgn Hulton Boa*d, SBC.

However, an extremely important fact is that in the general category of 
’’preaching, ” 493 missionaries have been listed, indicating that at least one in 
three of the missionaries under appointment is currently engaged primarily in 
the ministry associated with evangelism and church development.

The diversity is shown also in the requests that are sent each year to the 
Foreign Mission Board by the missionaries on the field. Requests for 1973 
included preachers and thirty-three other categories. The most prevalent 
request, of course, was for preachers, with missions in fifty-one countries 
asking for strengthening specifically in this ministry. A request came from 
missionaries in twenty countries for added forces in the ministry to students 
and youth. Variety was the keynote, for included in the thirty-four were such 
designations as dietician, printer, linguist, engineer, and drama specialist.

Again, a summation of the stated needs for missionaries, as received 
from the missions, indicated that at least half of the requests were for preach­
ers, and the others fell into the variety of categories as mentioned previously.

DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIAL CATEGORIES OF MISSIONARIES

Two new categories of missionary service have been developed within the 
last few years that lend themselves to further diversification in vocation for 
persons serving overseas. The first of these has been termed ’’Missionary
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Associate. " The Foreign Mission Board formalized this designation at its meet­
ing in October, 1961.40

Before the end of the year, Audrey Dyer was sent to Nigeria as a nurse 
and midwife, and shortly afterward the Galen Bradfords left for Japan where they 
were to serve as hostel parents for missionary children.41 The special needs 
met by these couples who are over thirty-five years of age at appointment and 
who serve where English is their basic language of ministry has been such that 
in 1973, in the eleven countries of Eastern and Southern Africa, twenty-four 
missionaries are serving as associates alongside 298 who are designated as 
"career missionaries."

A Foreign Mission Board news release, on July 19, 1964, noted that a new 
Missionary Journeyman Program "expects to have 50 single college graduates 
. . . overseas by September, 1965. ..." These new missionaries were to be 
under twenty-seven and were to serve in English-language ministries for a period 
of two years. Response from the missions was such that a total of 130 requests 
were made for assistance by these young people, of which sixty-eight were given 
priority.

Again response was substantial from volunteers willing to serve. In 1973, 
in Eastern and Southern Africa, 298 career missionaries were supported by 
thirty-three journeymen.

Changes have been made in various details related to these two categories 
in their further development, and, in addition, several others are occasionally 
used in classifying unique ministries. Among these are "Special project physi­
cians and dentists, " who serve for one year; "Special project nurses, " who 
serve for two years; "Medical-Dental Volunteers, " who serve for a month or 
more; and other volunteers who serve from a month to a year according to the 
specific opportunity involved.

CONCLUSION

With the acceleration of diversification in the past half century, and with 
an awakening emphasis in Southern Baptist circles on "lay" responsibility in 
missionary outreach, no forecast of the possible trends of development could be 
certain. Nevertheless, two opposite and complementary principles may be pic­
tured as presaging the direction of the changing concepts of vocation in foreign 
missions in the years ahead.

Increasingly, Southern Baptists, led by their Foreign Mission Board, will 
explore new, diverse, and exciting approaches to Christian witness outside of 
the borders of the United States, utilizing an infinite variety of skills in increas­
ing involvement in a more widely conceived definition of the term "missionary. " 
Such development, indeed, is well under way, led by the involvement engendered 
through the activities of William Eugene Grubbs, consultant on laymen overseas, 
Franklin Fowler, medical consultant, and Joseph B. Underwood, consultant in 
evangelism and church development.

The continuing task of missionaries, who are serving overseas in fulfilling 
the command of the Great Commission as enunciated by the Lord Jesus, relates

OctobeA 11, 1961»
4,lbid., VzeembM 15, 1961; ApUC 12, 1962.

(Continued on p. 245)



The Archives of Church and State

R. A. McLemore*

The Southern Baptist Historical Society and the Southern Baptist Historical 
Commission have a common responsibility for preserving the records of the 
heritage of their constituency and of disseminating the story of their accom­
plishments . The true story of the achievements of this great denomination must 
be based upon archival material. This paper is particularly concerned with 
the preservation of archival material of the church and the relationship of this 
program to state archives.

Church archival material, including that of Southern Baptist churches, is 
widely dispersed. Every church has its records of church meetings, deacons’ 
meetings, committee meetings, church bulletins, church newsletters, and so 
forth. In many cases the records of the church organization have been care­
fully preserved and handed on from one officer to another. In some cases they 
have been considered the property of a custodian who has resisted efforts of 
the congregation to assure their passage to his lawful successor. This was 
true, for example, of the Salem Baptist Church, the first Baptist church estab­
lished in Mississippi. As a consequence, only a portion of the records of that 
church are available today. In other cases, the records were kept in private 
homes where they often fell victim to the hazards of nature, such as fire, storm, 
or theft. In spite of the loss of many valuable records, church archives remain 
today one of the most abundant and most complete records of the past. The 
greatest restrictive influence on their use is their wide dispersion.

There was another factor that prevented scholars and the public from 
recognizing the importance of the church records. This factor stemmed large­
ly from the doctrine of separation of church and state. There were many early 
historians who saw the Divine Hand guiding every action of the colonies and the 
United States government, but the dominant historical accounts centered upon 
political, military, economic, and social subjects. The influence and the part 
the church played in the shaping of the life of the people was consciously ne­
glected or relegated to a minor position.

The importance of the church in the shaping of national life has been in­
creasingly recognized in the twentieth century. A notable illustration of the 
increased emphasis placed upon the churches’ contributions was the creation by 
the Society of American Archivists of a committee on church records in 1954. 
This committee began an active campaign of enlisting the leadership of various 
religious groups in the preservation of their records and of making available 
to scholars a bibliography of church records. Its activities have continued at 
an accelerated rate. Another illustration of nondenominational recognition of 
the importance of church influence is the writing of Max Weber, who linked the 
ideas of Protestantism with the rise of western capitalism, and of Robert N. 
Bellah who wrote on the influence of religion in the Japanese economy.

McLemore, Mississippi member the Historical Commission, SBC 
and executive secretary o^ the Mississippi Baptist Historical Commission, 
was also director ok Mississippi State Vepartment oi Archives and History 
when he delivered this paper at the Annual Meeting ok the Historical 
Commission, SBC, and Southern Baptist Historical Society in April, 1973.
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The religious denominations, including the Southern Baptists, made 
feeble efforts to preserve the records of their heritage. There was a recog­
nition that if the church archives were to serve a significant purpose in the in­
terpretation of the history of the nation they must be centralized for the use of 
scholars. In the case of the Southern Baptists, this resulted in the collection 
of significant quantities of source material by the seminaries and the colleges. 
There were many state historical societies organized for the same purpose. 
Adelia Hilman began gathering materials in 1885 and continued the program for 
a quarter of a century in Mississippi. The importance of her work and of many 
other laborers in the different states of the Southern Baptist Convention cannot 
be overestimated. They assembled source materials that would have been lost 
forever if it had not been for their dedication and their persistence.

The Southern Baptist Convention was relatively late in assuming some 
responsibility for the preservation of its history. There were efforts to pre­
serve historical materials prior to the Civil War. It was not until 1922, however, 
when the Southern Baptist Convention appointed a Committee on the Preservation 
of Baptist History that official recognition of this important aspect of its work 
was given. This Committee ceased to function in 1933, but was reactivated in 
1936. In that year the Committee on Resolutions proposed the reestablishment 
of the history committee, declaring, ’’There is no essential feature of our 
denominational life more neglected today than the study of Southern Baptist 
history.” The Convention adopted their resolution provided that a Committee 
on the Preservation of Baptist History be appointed "with instruction to recom­
mend to the next Convention a program of action whereby Baptist historical 
materials may be assembled and made available for research, and whereby 
articles, books and courses of study shall be issued to the end that a just appre­
ciation of the labors, the sacrifices, and the constructive leadership of our 
Baptist forefathers may be awakened among us, and the record of their achieve­
ments preserved to generations unborn. ’’ 2

The need for public support led the Committee on the Preservation of 
Baptist History during the 1938 session of the Southern Baptist Convention to 
organize a historical society. The first meeting of the society was held May 13, 
1938. W. O. Carver was named president and H. I. Hester, secretary-treasurer. 
The new organization agreed that its main purpose was to collect and preserve 
records of Baptist life. The Committee on the Preservation of Baptist History 
and the Southern Baptist Historical Society kept alive the spark that had been 
ignited for the preservation of Baptist history. Their labors resulted in the 
establishment of the Southern Baptist Historical Commission in 1951. The 
awakening interest of Southern Baptists in their history was contemporary with 
similar developments in other denominations and in secular life.

A very interesting development that was related to the awakening of the 
church in the preservation of its records occurred with secular depositories. 
Perhaps it was the influence of Professor William W. Sweet of the University of 
Chicago that was most responsible for this development. At any rate, Sweet 
began collecting source materials for the University of Chicago. This resulted 
in the accumulation of one of the finest nondenominational collections of church 
material in the United States. The influence of Sweet spread to numerous in­
stitutions of higher learning and to state archives. It is interesting to note that

I. South eAn Baptists and ThetA HtbtoAu (Nashvttte,:
HtAtoAtcat CcrrvntAAton, SBC, 1971), p. 23.

^Ibtd., p. 28.
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Mississippi State University was a pioneer in this movement. This land-grant 
college made a significant effort to accumulate complete records of all of the 
churches in the state. They sought the original records, if available, but if 
they could not secure originals they were content with microfilm copies. In 
this manner Mississippi State University, as a number of institutions of higher 
learning in other states, acquired a broad collection of materials relating to 
religious history.

The great Library of Congress, the National Archives, and the state 
archival agencies have been slower in developing their collections of church 
records. There are probably several explanations for this lack of interest, but 
certainly a primary one has been the concept that the principal responsibility 
of the secular archival agencies is the preservation of official records. There 
has been a marked change in this policy and a significant expansion of the ac­
tivities of the various secular agencies in the acquisition of church records.

The activities of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History in 
the collection of church records are interesting and illustrative of what has been 
happening in other states. The first great impetus to the collection of church 
archives by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, as well as 
many other states was the work of the Historical Records Survey instituted by 
the Works Project Administration in the late 1930’s. This project was begun 
to provide employment for a number of competent students and researchers who 
found the economic climate of the 1930’s exceedingly unkind.

The accomplishments of the Historical Records Survey Program were 
significant in several fields, especially in that of church archives, and gave a 
great impetus to the preservation of this vital group of records of American 
civilization. In Mississippi the work resulted in a mimeographed publication 
of 702 pages entitled "Church Archives." The publication lists 3, 745 churches. 
It gives the name of each church, followed by the generally accepted date of its 
organization or establishment. "The inclusive dates and the type of vital sta­
tistics records are shown for each church, as well as the location of the records 
and the name of their custodian. The index is arranged alphabetically by the 
name of city or town." 3 Although much of the information provided in this 
volume is outdated, the publication remains a standard reference work to church 
archives in Mississippi. Similar publications are found in most other states. 
These publications represent the first organized attempt of secular archival 
organizations to bring into a reasonable degree of availability these resources. 
I do not know of any one denomination that has made as comprehensive a sur­
vey of church archives.

One of the most active church groups in the collection of archival mate - 
rial is the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints (Mormon Church). 
Under the leadership of Andrew Jensen, who was appointed church historian 
in 1891, a program of research and collection of manuscript materials was in­
stituted that resulted in a tremendous expansion of this aspect of the church’s 
work. The impact and the relationship of the Mormon Church on secular ar­
chives may be illustrated in some measure by the relationship in Mississippi. 
The Mormon Church wanted to make microfilm copies of all denominational 
records available in the state and of certain local political records. The Mis­
sissippi Department of Archives and History was requested to make arrange ­
ments for microfilming teams to visit each county and to solicit the cooperation 
------3GuZde Zo VxZaZ RecoJid6 Zn MiAAiAAigp-c, Volume. 11, ChuAch
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of local officials and of denominational groups. The department undertook this 
assignment and was compensated for its endeavors by receiving complimentary 
copies of over four thousand rolls of microfilm, or more than six million pages 
of manuscript material. This tremendous volume of source material will be 
of great benefit to the Mormans, but it will be of even greater benefit to the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History, for the department acquired 
source material that was far beyond its financial resources. The project in 
Mississippi covered more than two years of activity and cost the Mormon Church 
more than one hundred thousand dollars.

It should be pointed out that one of the difficulties in getting microfilm 
copies of church records is the lack of understanding of local church officials 
of the value of this program. In the work the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History conducted in the eighty-two counties in the state with church groups, 
it was found that notices in the local newspapers and letters from the director 
of the department to local churches produced minimum results. The only suc­
cessful way to get microfilm copies of local church records is to make personal 
contact with the custodian of the records and explain the advantages which micro - 
filming of the records would provide to the church and to the scholarly world.

There is another area in which cooperation between secular and church 
archival organizations is becoming prominent in Mississippi, as well as in 
other states. Secular agencies have developed staff, buildings, and resources 
that enable them to offer excellent services in preserving and making accessible 
archival materials of all types. In several church groups in Mississippi, the 
resources available for the preservation of the church archives are inadequate 
to provide proper storage, preservation, and utilization of the records. Sev­
eral of these churches have made arrangements with the Mississippi Depart­
ment of Archives and History for the handling of their archival material. This 
arrangement has obvious benefits for both parties.

The ability of a state agency to provide technical resources may be an 
aid to church archives. Important among these resources are microfilming, 
photostating, laminating, and collecting of records. In the case of the Miss­
issippi Department of Archives and History, the department will microfilm 
church records without cost for any denominational organization with the under­
standing that it retain the negative and a positive copy. The church archival 
agency may acquire a positive copy of the church records at the cost of the 
print. This state agency is also in a position to provide photostating and lam­
inating services to church archival agencies. The Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History uses its representatives to seek out church archival 
material. The personnel and travel funds to support this activity are frequent­
ly unavailable to church archival agencies.

The activities of secular agencies in the acquisition of church historical 
materials has been matched by intensification of efforts on the part of the dif­
ferent denominations. A dramatic illustration is the work of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission. The archival material which it has accumulated 
in the few short years of its existence almost staggers the imagination. In a 
report dated December 20, 1972, the Commission said,

Through the procurement and preservation of Baptist materials 
in its research center, Dargan-Carver Library, the Historical 
Commission is providing in one central repository the resources 
needed for the study of Baptist history and heritage. In pursuit of 
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its effort to procure a physical copy or photocopy of everything 
written by or about Baptists, the Commission has located, pro­
cured, and placed in its historical library over 18,145 books;
9, 592 volumes of periodicals; 47,630 annuals of Baptist asso­
ciations and conventions; 305 manuscript collections containing 
133,992 items; 1,700 recordings; over 3,000 photographs, films, 
and filmstrips; 4, 800 pamphlets; thousands of church histories 
and brochures; and other materials. By means of microfilm 
the Commission has procured thousands of rare books, manu­
scripts, periodicals, annuals, and other materials related to 
the life and work of Baptists. Baptistiana procured by the Com - 
mission on microfilm alone now totals almost 9,000,000 pages. 
This Southern Baptist research center is now one of the largest 
and most complete denominational libraries in the world. Its 
resources make it possible for Baptists to study every facet 
of their life and work, and thereby understand more fully their 
heritage. Southern Baptist program leaders and other individuals 
are utilizing the resources of the Historical Commission’s li­
brary. Many of these materials would not be accessible for 
study and research had the Commission not assured their 
preservation for the denomination. This represents one of 
the most significant achievements in the archival area of any 
church denomination.
The intensification of activity in the archival field of church history by 

denominational and secular organizations raises the question whether the har­
vest has been reaped and the goal achieved. It requires only limited investiga­
tion to reveal that far more remains to be done than has been accomplished. 
Although the archival collections have grown immensely in the last half century, 
there are untold amounts of material that remain to be gathered together. The 
collection of the records of denominational agencies has hardly been touched. 
A very few of the records of the individual churches are available in central 
depositories. The personal files of prominent denominational leaders are 
largely an untouched resource. The exploitation of oral history is in its infancy. 
A good photographic collection is a necessity. A program of research and pub­
lication must be promoted. These are just a few of the areas that are crying 
for increased involvement and support by Southern Baptists.

One of the most sensitive areas in the support of a historical program is 
that of finances. The Southern Baptist Historical Society and the Southern Bap­
tist Historical Commission are composed of people who are knowledgeable 
regarding the importance of history resources in furthering the interest of the 
denomination. This group must take upon itself a large share of the respon­
sibility for acquainting fellow Baptists with the necessity for undergirding a 
historical program with adequate financial support. This is especially impera­
tive at the present time when the denomination has an opportunity to make giant 
strides. As the denomination moves forward it must not be handicapped by the 
lack of information regarding its past.



Sidelights on Florida Baptist History

The Winter Assembly at Umatilla and a Connection 
with the Assassination of President Lincoln

Rollin S. Armour*

This paper deals with two events. One of them is a direct part of Baptist 
history in Florida but is also related to Southern Baptist history generally. 
This is the case of the establishment of a winter assembly grounds near the 
town of Umatilla in central Florida in the late 1920’s. The other relates to the 
assassination of President Lincoln. One of the men convicted for having a part 
in the assassination plot was the son of a Glorida Baptist pastor, and it is in 
that indirect way that there is a connection between Florida Baptists and that 
unfortunate event.

These two incidents are recounted here partly because of their inherent 
interest, but also because they illustrate a point, namely that historical research 
that one stumbles upon more or less accidentally, at least not by pre-planned 
choice, can sometimes provide as worthwhile, even more worthwhile than 
planned research. Both incidents came to my attention through outside inquir­
ies; thus they might be called cases of how a curator can learn history by 
accident!

WINTER ASSEMBLY AT UMATILLA

The first began when P. V. Nelson, of Eustis, Florida, called at my office 
to confer about his plans to write a history of the Lake County Baptist Associa­
tion in central Florida. Nelson explained that the officers of the association 
were interested in the project, that he was willing to do the research and writ­
ing, and that he felt the association would finance the printing. He proved to 
be right on all three counts, and about two years later after much work on the 
part of many, particularly Nelson, the volume appeared in print.1 As the writ­
ing was being done, I helped in several ways from time to time as I was called 
upon. Then one day Nelson asked if I knew anything about the ’’Winter Assem­
bly” at Umatilla, a town in the Lake County Association. I did not, but when 
I began looking into it, I found a story that is an interesting sidelight on 
Florida Baptist and Southern Baptist history.

Aawioua mu cu/mZoA of the PioAlda Baptist HtstoAlcat LlbAaAy,
pAofessoA of Aeliglon at Stetson UnlveAStty tn Ohlando, Pio Alda, and 
pAesldent of the South eAn Baptist HtstoAlcat Society when he pAesented 
this pAesldentlat address at the annual meeting of the Society tn ApAlt, 
1973. He Is now pAofessoA and head of the VepaAtment of Religion at 
AubuAn Untv CAS tty, AubuAn, Alabama,

V. Nelson, PoAty PAultfut y^aAS: A HlstoAu of the Lake County 
Association o^ Baptist ChuAches, 1924-T964~( published the Lake County 
baptist Association, 1965], n.p.: n.d.

2A slightly moAe detailed account of the stoAy complied by the 
wAlteA Is to be found In Nelson, pp. 225-sj.
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A group of Baptists in Lake County had founded an assembly grounds near 
Umatilla in the late 1920’s with the thought that Baptists might have a winter 
assembly at Umatilla to parallel the summer assembly at Ridgecrest. It seems 
that the project was conceived in the mind of Hugh W. Rowe, a young business­
man in Umatilla.3 in 1925 or 1926, he discussed the possibilities of such an 
assembly with George Griffin, an evangelist from Washington, D. C. Griffin, 
who was spending the winter in Florida that year, had already considered such 
a plan and encouraged Rowe to act on his idea. Rowe had already achieved 
notable success in his business ventures, and was in a position to offer the 
land for such a program. The two men proceeded to contact the prominent 
Baptist figures of the county and soon formed a committee. The group appeared 
before the Florida Baptist State Board of Missions to discuss Rowe’s offer of 
one hundred acres of land just north of Umatilla. The Florida Board was im­
pressed by the proposal and approved it, thereby encouraging the committee to 
go to the Education Board of the Southern Baptist Convention and its correspond­
ing secretary, J. W. Cammack.

Cammack needed little persuading. He had already been instrumental in 
establishing a summer grounds at Ridgecrest and had hoped for a similar ar­
rangement to provide for winter assemblies. In fact, he was later quoted as 
saying, ’’The original idea of the promoters of the ’Summer Assembly’ in 
Western Carolina, was to have eventually a ’Winter Assembly’ in Florida.

Cammack promptly visited the site in Umatilla, inspected it, and pro­
nounced his full endorsement of the plan. Rowe then made, through the Educa­
tion Board, a formal offer of the land to the Southern Baptist Convention speci­
fying that it was to be used as a winter assembly grounds.

The Education Board looked favorably upon the offer but felt that the use - 
fulness of the land would be increased greatly if a nearby lake and another fifty 
acres of ground could be included. H. R. Kendall, of Chicago, W. N. Shrouse, 
of Umatilla, and J. D. Shrouse, of Eustis, gave the lake and its land; and when 
Rowe added thirty more acres, the total stood at the requested one hundred and 
fifty acres. After further discussion, the Board was able to get the committee 
to agree to raise at least $75,000 toward equipping the grounds.

The campaign for funds was begun. Baptists of Lake County wfere con­
tacted, and members of other denominations joined in the campaign. The 
Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis, and Rotary were enlisted in support on the 
basis that the assembly grounds would provide a strong moral and spiritual in­
fluence in the state. The campaign was remarkably successful. By the end 
of June, 1926, six months before their deadline, they reported that $97,000 
had been pledged; and by the end of October, $50,000 of this was in hand, all 
without soliciting outside Lake County. Rowe himself had given $5,000 in 
cash and had donated more lots which were expected to bring another $50,000.

' of the fact* about the, ebtabZZbhment of the abbembZy gtoundb 
aAe found tn Henw W. BattZe, "The Stow of the VZontda Baptt^t WZntest 
fabembZy," FZo/iZda Baptist WttneM, June 24, 1926, pp. 7-S. The^e Zb 
aJZbo an account tn the UniatZZZa T&bune of June 11, 1926.

^FZoAZda BaptZbt WZtnebb, JuZy 8, 1926, p. 4.
^Ibtd., October 28, 1926, p. 4.
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The request of the Board had been met, and the transfer of property took place, 
with the provision that the project would be wholly self-supporting. $ The bud­
get of the Southern Baptist Convention was already strained and could accept 
no more liabilities.

The Board then announced its hope of having an assembly that winter. Their 
hope was fulfilled. By the first of the year Cammack had let the contracts for 
the construction of an auditorium and cafeteria as well as other smaller build­
ings. Six weeks later he returned to find that the builders had completed an 
auditorium which would seat twenty-five hundred persons and a cafeteria with 
a large dining room. With these facilities available, leaders made arrange­
ments for the first ’’Assembly and Chataqua.

The assembly opened on February 23, 1927, on which day the grounds were 
dedicated. The principal dedicatory address was given by E. Y. Mullins, pres­
ident of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He was followed in the after­
noon by J. W. Martin, governor of the state of Florida. The meetings covered 
three weeks and presented an impressive array of speakers, including Lincoln 
Hulley, president of Stetson University, President Murphree, of the University 
of Florida, and Ellis Fuller, then of the Home Mission Board. Even Billy Sun­
day was present to preach once, and the famed evangelist Jacob Hartenhaus 
also spoke.&

The first winter’s series was quite a success. On several occasions 
there were between two and three thousand persons in attendance, and more 
than once the big auditorium filled to overflowing. Meanwhile, the property 
itself had been increased to 190 acres, and lots were being sold to individuals 
for private cottages before the assembly ended. $

Before the year was out, Cammack had been succeeded at the Education 
Board by Rufus Weaver, who took over the assembly work. The attempt was 
made to secure George W. Truett as featured speaker for the second assembly, 
but the plans were not successful. On February 5, 1928, the second winter 
assembly got under way with Weaver in charge. Carter Helm Jones was the 
principal speaker. The assembly again lasted three weeks, the first week being 
devoted to the Sunday School, then the Baptist Young People’s Union, and finally 
the Woman’s Missionary Union. A notable feature of the assembly was that 
the Southern Education Conference met on the grounds at the same time.!!

The arrangements for planning and conducting the assemblies were soon 
changed, however. At the Southern Baptist Convention in May, 1928, the Edu­
cation Board reported that an agreement had been made with the Florida Baptist 
Convention whereby Florida Baptists would operate the assemblies. The agree­
ment was bound by a two-year lease.The reason for the change was not given 

। in the report.
The third assembly began on February 17, 1929, under the direction of 

W. W. Willian. In his account of the plans, he noted that the hotel formerly 
# used for accommodations (and built by Rowe) would not be open for the coming

^SoathcAn Baptist Convention Annaat, 1916, pp. 412-13.
7F£otida Baptist Wttness, fcbtuaty 10, 1927, p. 4; Match 3, 1927, p, 3. 
^Lbid., M<uc/t 3, 1927, p. 3; 31, 1927, p. 12.
9lbid.

’^Minutes o£ the Lake County Ba^td^t fasoeLatton, 1927, p.4.
Ibid., Januany 12, 1923, p. 2; febnuany 2, 1923, p. 2; Maneh 1, 

1923,~pT2.
12SBC Annual, 1923, p. 332.
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13 session, nor would meals be served on the assembly grounds. A later report 
of the meetings indicates that there was considerable support for the assembly 
from members of other denominations, especially Presbyterians and Methodists.^

At the Southern Baptist Convention of 1929, the Convention’s Executive Com­
mittee, the legal successor to the Education Board, reported that a mortgage of 
some $12,000 was outstanding on the property, a fact which seems not to have 
been made public before.^ A year later, a more precise report revealed that 
the mortgage was then a little over $9,000.^ Thus the Convention was now 
saddled with a debt, even though the agreement had been that such would not take 
place. By then the two-year lease with the Florida Board had expired, but the 
Committee was hopeful that Florida Baptists would renew it, as in fact they did.

Meanwhile, the fourth assembly had been held, again under W. W. Willian’s 
leadership. The meetings ran from February 9 through February 18, 1930, and 
were highlighted by the appearance of George W. Truett who spoke at the closing 
session.

Willian planned a fifth assembly to be held in 1931, but the depressed econo­
mic conditions of the country made postponement necessary.Report was made 
of this at the Southern Baptist Convention that spring. It was also noted that 
the assemblies had all been self-supporting through their freewill offerings and 
thus had not in themselves been any expense to either the Southern Baptist Con­
vention or the Florida State Board of Missions.

In 1932 the fifth assembly was held, but it lasted only a week, February 14-21. 
M. E. Dodd was to be the main speaker, but he was unable to appear; local men 
were called on to take his place. No meals were served on the assembly grounds.^ 

This was the last assembly to be held. With it the program came to an end.
At the 1933 Southern Baptist Convention the Executive Committee reported that 
Florida Baptists were financially unable to hold an assembly and that the Com­
mittee itself felt it would be unwise to spend money for such a purpose at the 
time. 20

The same report was repeated in 1934.21 At the 1935 session the Executive 
Committee suggested that the property should be used for its intended purpose 
or else be disposed of. They expressed their intention of conferring with the 
Florida Baptist State Board of Missions concerning it. 22 By 1936 a special com­
mittee had been formed for this purpose. 23

By the time for the Convention in 1938, the decision had been reached. For 
lack of funds no assembly had been held since 1932, and for the same reason the 
buildings had been allowed to deteriorate. Since the land was not actually being 
used for religious purposes, it was subject to taxation and was, therefore, a 
definite liability. Thus it was decided that some disposition should be made of 
the property. Most of the money used in the capital expenses had come from 
Lake County and neighboring counties, and it was felt that ownership of the 
property should be kept as near there as possible. The special committee thus

j 3
Ho/bida Baptist Witney, Fzb/iuaAy 14, 

^^Ib^/Feb/iua^y 28, 1929, pp. 7,10.
7930, p. 25.

' Fio^ida Baptist Febsma/iy 5,
1SSBC Annual, 1931, p. 32.

Florida Bcntcsl WltneAA. Fibnuaau 4.
p. 10.---------- ---------- ’

10VSBC Annual, 1933, p. 56.
22Jbld., 1935, p. 27.

1929, p. 7.
isSBC Annual, 1929, p. 66.

1931, p. 11.

1932, p. 2; FtiMucuty 25, 1932,

21 Ibid., 1934, p. 41.
23lbld., 1936, p. 70.
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recommended that the land be deeded to Stetson University. Their recommenda­
tion was approved by the Executive Committee and the transfer was accomplished. 24

The property was not used thereafter. Stetson held it as long as possible, 
hoping that good use could someday be made of it. But once again the tax prob­
lem arose, and the asset became a liability. Denominational use of the land 
became less and less likely, and in early 1961 the sale and transfer of deed was 
completed.

The story presents an interesting occurrence in Southern Baptist life, for 
it was an almost successful attempt to develop a winter ’’Ridgecrest. ” Even 
more, it tells of the unusual imagination and initiative of a group of Baptists in 
Lake County, Florida. The project began with them, and was brought into being 
almost wholly through their financial support. The efforts of J. W. Cammack 
were important, of course, and he provided the necessary leadership at the de­
nominational level. The burden of the work, however, was done by Lake County 
Baptists.

The cause of the project’s failure is easy to determine, at least on the sur­
face. The assemblies began just before the depression hit, and when it came, 
the blow was too much. Had they been established earlier, they might have 
survived. The critical question is why the change was made from a South side 
program to only a state program. Were disagreements over policy the problem? 
Did the original donors dislike the way the Education Board handled the assem­
blies? The official reports do not reveal the answers. Perhaps it was a simple 
matter of choosing between Ridgecrest and Umatilla. Two such assembly 
grounds may have been considered too much to keep up at the time. It is clear, 
though, that once the denomination withdrew active support from the program, 
it began to falter. Florida Baptists alone were unable to give it the support 
needed for success.

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN

My acquaintance with a sidelight on Florida Baptist history that relates to 
the assassination of Lincoln came about through a letter which requested bio­
graphical information on two Baptist ministers, a Rev. George C. Powell and a 
Rev. Louis Paine (or Payne). I found nothing on Paine, but I located a biographi­
cal sketch on Powell. He was born in Georgia in 1809, was baptized in 1828, 
and was ordained in Alabama in 1847. He served as a pastor both in Georgia 
and Florida and in the year 1871 reorganized Bethel Baptist Church in Orlando, 
the predecessor of the present First Baptist Church, Orlando, one of the most 
prominent and influential churches in Florida.

Shortly after sending this information to the inquirer, I received a letter 
from Vaughan Shelton who said that he was the person behind the inquiry. Then 
he explained the reason for the request: He was doing research on the assassi­
nation of Abraham Lincoln, and Rev. Powell’s son, Lewis Thornton Powell, was 
one of the eight persons convicted of having participated in the assassination plot.

Young Powell had been a soldier in the Confederate Army, a member of the 
Second Florida Regiment. He served in Virginia for a time, then fought at 
Gettysburg where he was wounded and made a prisoner of the Union forces. He

1938, p. 36, ThtA mu the, that a izpofit mu made con- 
coAntng^ie e^eetton o£ a new and ta^geA audttosuiim at ZidgecAUt, 
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later escaped imprisonment and served with Mosby’s Rangers, a Confederate 
guerilla unit. 25 During the last months and weeks of the war he appeared in 
Washington, Baltimore, and New York, concealing his identity by the use of 
various pseudonyms. There is evidence that under the name of Louis Paine he 
took an oath of loyalty to the Union and received an official parole in early 1865. 
Meanwhile, he had become acquainted with John Surratt, one of the instigators 
of the assassination plot, and through him met John Wilkes Booth. 27

The group first developed a scheme to capture President Lincoln and sev­
eral members of his cabinet, take them to the Southern lines and effect a ransom 
or even a compromise from the Union government. This plan failed when they 
stopped the Lincoln carriage on March 16, 1865, only to find that Lincoln was not 
in the carriage.28 When Lee surrendered on April 9, the group then decided to 
murder President Lincoln and several others, including Vice-President Johnson, 
General Grant, and Secretary of State Seward. Booth, of course, chose Lincoln 
for himself and succeeded in the murder. Powell was to kill William Seward, 
the secretary of state. He gained entrance to Seward’s home, attacked Secre­
tary Seward and others with a knife, but failed in his intention of killing the 
secretary. Powell escaped and was arrested a few days later. He sat through 
his trial quietly. He was fairly active while in prison and even won the admira­
tion of his guards. On the fateful day he accepted his execution calmly. 29 The 
date was July 7, 1865.

When arrested, Powell gave his name as Louis Paine, the name he had evi­
dently been using for some time; but in the course of the inquiry he confessed 
that his true name was Lewis Thornton Powell. $0 After the authorities learned 
this they notified his father, George C. Powell, of Lewis’ predicament; but by 
then it was late May, and even then, for some reason, the letter did not arrive 
at Live Oak, Florida, where Powell lived until July 6. The following day Powell 
went to Jacksonville to catch a train for Washington only to learn from the news­
papers in Jacksonville that his son, Lewis, had been executed by hanging that 
very afternoon. These same newspapers identified Powell as Lewis’ father. 81 
It was a terrible tragedy for him of course. He had already had one son killed 
in the war and another maimed, 2 now he had to bear the sorrow of this son’s 
death and the public shame that attended it. In light of this it is not difficult to 
understand the unfortunate statement made by W. H. Brack, the church clerk 
of Bethel Church in Orlando, who knew Powell about fifteen years later: He said: 
"Brother Powell was a good preacher and a very earnest Christian but addicted 
to whiskey. "83 it would seem that his grief had driven him to drink.

?3Vaughan Shelton, The. Mask ^or Treason—The Lincoln Murder Trial 
(Harrisburg, Pa,: Stackpole Books, 1965), pp,’778'^7

Z^Leon 0, Prior, "Hunted Assassin," Tropic, July 7, 1968, p, 7 
(printed In Miami Herald oj that date); a phoiostatic copy o^ "Paine's" 
Oath o£ Allegiance is printed In Otto Elsenschiml, Why 0/O6 Lincoln 
Murdered? (Boston: Little, Brown and Co,, 1937), "Reproductions oZ 
Voeumts," No, 5.

27 Shelton, mqsr ^or Treason, pp, 225-6,
2 $ Prior, "Hunted Assassin," p, 9; Elsenschiml, Why Was Lincoln 

Murdered? pp, 44-45,
^Shelton, Mask ^or Treason, pp, 382-4,
30lbld., p. 181, 31 Ibid., p. 389,
3Prior, "Hunted Assassin," p, 9,

h. Gore, History oj Orlando Baptists, quoted by Shelton, p. 390.
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The above is a brief account of this event as Shelton has reconstructed it.
The point in Shelton’s inquiry of the Florida Baptist Archives concerned a spe­
cific aspect of this matter, namely the fact of the two names, Louis Payne and 
Lewis Thornton Powell. It is Shelton’s theory that there were actually two per­
sons involved. He bases this upon the positive fact that Lewis Powell evidently 
had a cousin named Louis Paine and the negative fact that the evidence about 
Powell’s involvement and arrest is partly contradictory. His view is that the 
man who attacked Secretary Seward was Lewis Powell, but that the man who was 
arrested was Louis Paine, Powell’s cousin and a Baptist preacher. Paine, Shelton 
theorizes, accepted imprisonment and, finally, execution, perhaps to atone for 
some grievous sin committed earlier in life. It is true that the man arrested 
was identified by Mrs. John Surratt as having been a Baptist preacher, and 
Shelton believes that this fits the true Louis Paine better than the true Lewis 
Thornton Powell. Shelton believes that Powell escaped and probably returned to 
Florida where he most likely lived out his life under a pseudonym.

Shelton has published his astonishing theory together with his version of 
the assassination story in Mask for Treason--The Lincoln Murder Trial. His 
argument is extreme, and in my opinion is not really proved in the book. Even 
so, more than once I have thought that when there is opportunity it would be in­
teresting to look into the Powell family history more thoroughly to see what else 
could be learned about the connection between the family of a Florida Baptist 
pastor and the assassination of President Lincoln.

Here, then, are two sidelights on Florida Baptist history, very different 
in type, but interesting in their own way, nonetheless. I think they show at least 
two things: One is that we should not disparage doing routine historical work, 
for often it can produce information more interesting than seemingly major 
topics. Second, Baptist history, like history generally, has its full share of 
human interest, tragedy, and drama. While we attend to the names of churches, 
organizations, dates and statistics, let us be sure to remember this, for Baptist 
history after all is the story of people.

Meaningful Moments in Virginia Baptist Life, 1715-1972. Illustrated 
series of short sketches on meaningful events in the Virginia 
Baptist story. (Soft binding, $2.00.)
Filmstrip, by same title as book, is composed of 60 color frames 
with a manual and record ($5.00).

Order from Baptist Book Stores in Virginia and Maryland.

Why Wcla Lincoln MuxdeAed? p. 275.



State Baptist Historical Reports

ALABAMA

F. Wilbur Helmbold*

Increasing numbers of serious researchers are being served by the Ala­
bama Baptist Historical Collection which is serviced by the Samford University 
Library at Birmingham. In the past year, 169 persons engaged in extended re­
search made use of the Baptist collection, which includes extensive manuscript 
collections, vertical files of ephemera and small publications, church record 
collections including many on microfilm, Baptist newspapers of Alabama and 
several other states of the lower South. These materials are effectively aug­
mented by the extensive collections of Alabama secular materials, including one 
of the major collections of rare Alabama books.

The collections are supported both by purchases and by gifts of materials, 
with 85 individual contributors this year. The accessions of the current year 
have included 17 church histories, 3 biographies, 209 association minutes, 23 
state annuals, 29 periodicals, 4 maps, and about 500 miscellany.

Volumes loaned for microfilming in the Samford Library laboratory have 
included records of Hunter Street, Shady Grove, Liberty, Smyrna, Mt. Moriah, 
Providence, Livingston, Crawford, Mt. Vernon, Nicholsville, Faith, Antioch, 
Shiloh, Ozark churches. The diaries of Augustus C. Davidson and the papers 
of Basil Manly, Sr., were microfilmed this year (the latter for the Historical 
Commission, SBC, through the courtesy of the University of Alabama Libraries).

The current indexing of the Alabama Baptist has continued week by week 
and is up to date. Further retrospective indexing has not been possible this 
year because of unusual demands for service and extensive acquisitions for the 
collections.

At the annual meeting of the Alabama Baptist Historical Society, there 
were 39 present, and an excellent program was offered. The society jointly 
served with Samford University as the hosts for the meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission and Society.

During the year several churches conducted tours through the Special 
Collection of the library which includes the Baptist depository. Correspondence 
places increasing demands on staff time, with 475 letters handled this year by 
Mrs. Fanna K. Bee, Special Collection librarian, in addition to the sizeable 
correspondence of the curator.

Although the gift is owned by the Samford University Library, it is note ­
worthy that the deluxe Facsimile Edition of the Gutenberg Bible was given in 
memory of Mr. Oscar H. Crowell, former deacon of First Baptist Church, 
Russellville, Alabama. Visitors thus have the opportunity of seeing an out­
standing example of an historic milestone in our religious and cultural history. 

*(AU. Hibnbctd tb caiat o A oi the, Alabama Cottectton and ttb/iMtan 
Sam^oAd UntveAsity.}
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ARIZONA

Miss Clarice Maben*

This has been a year of outstanding and gratifying accomplishment to 
members of the Arizona Baptist Historical Commission. The most visible 
achievement is the new look which the Archives room is now wearing. Much 
sorting, rearranging, cleaning, cabinet making, and painting by members of 
the Commission and some of their friends who helped are reflected in this new 
look. The Archives are located in Fleming Library, of Grand Canyon College, 
in Phoenix. Featured in the room are some very fine portraits of some of the 
founders of the Arizona Southern Baptist work and two large showcases filled 
with the Frazier Collection of Pima handcrafted articles.

The major project for the year has been to place on microfilm all the 
associational annuals and records of the state convention and its agencies. This 
will ensure against further losses of these valuable records, because the His­
torical Commission, SBC, in Nashville, will retain negatives and send to the 
Arizona Baptist Archives positive microfilm prints which will be stored, at 
present, in a four-drawer legal-size fireproof filing cabinet.

Membership in the Arizona Baptist Historical Society is open to anyone 
interested in Baptist history. The aim of the Commission and Society is to en­
list at least one person from each church, including a church historian, to re­
ceive information and inspiration concerning the preservation and writing of 
church histories and biographies of church and denominational leaders. A num­
ber of churches send their bulletins regularly to the Archives. At least one 
association has elected a person to promote the keeping and writing of history 
in the churches of that association.

Additional funds are needed with which to process and maintain proper 
classification and filing of the materials which have been received. A tentative 
classification system has been adopted which serves in a limited way.

The Commission strongly encourages the continued collection of all types 
of historical materials for the Archives: convention and associational annuals, 
historical sketches of churches, programs and promotional materials for all 
convention agencies, scrapbooks, church minutes, etc. Churches are encour­
aged to have their minutes microfilmed by the Historical Commission, SBC, 
in Nashville. '[Miss Maben Za cuAatoA oi the Arizona Southern Baptist 

HlstoAlcal Collection.}

ARKANSAS

Bill Bruster*

The Arkansas Baptist Historical Society has added ten reels of microfilm 
of associational minutes to its collection in the past year. The Society possesses 
78 bound volumes of associational minutes and the complete files of four local 
churches.

Several Arkansas Baptist churches observed a centennial during the past 
year. First Baptist Church, of Siloam Springs, published its history.

Plans are now being made to microfilm the Gregg collection, which con­
tains material on the history of Baptist work in Northwest Arkansas. This 
collection belongs to the First Baptist Church, Springdale, Arkansas, 
BAusteA Is pastoA o{ the flASt Baptist ChuAch, Siloam Springs, AAkansas, 
and the AAkansas membeA o^ the HlstoAlcal Commission, SBC.}
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Miss M. Bradley Thompson*

Baptists in the nation’s capital do not have a historical committee as such. 
Hie executive secretary of the District of Columbia Baptist Convention and others, 
however, are interested in establishing such a committee and are working toward 
this end. Initial steps in this direction were made by former Executive Secre­
tary M. Chandler Stith, who now lives in Florida.

The District of Columbia Convention is unique in more than one way. Per­
haps the most significant, however, is the fact it is duly aligned with both the 
American and the Southern Baptist Conventions. Baptists in the District enjoy 
a rich heritage and realize the importance of preserving and maintaining the 
valuable records of our churches. Thompson Za X/ie district ofa
Columbia member the, Historical Commission, SBC.)

FLORIDA

Rollin S. Armour*

In the year 1972-73, the Florida Baptist Historical Society' has given con­
siderable attention to promoting the sale of A History of Florida Baptists by 
Earl Joiner. Assistance was given in promotional planning and in selling the 
books at the meeting of the Florida Baptist State Convention at Tallahassee in 
November, as well as elsewhere. Several reviews of this new Florida history 
have been published. The book has been given an excellent reception, and sales 
are proceeding well.

The curator participated in a joint meeting of all the Florida Baptist boards 
and agencies at the Lake Yale Assembly Grounds in December. The meeting 
was the first such gathering in Florida Baptist history. It was an excellent ex­
perience and allowed each organization to explain its work to the others and by 
the same token enabled the members of the various organizations to become 
acquainted. The description of the work of the Florida Baptist Historical Society 
was very well received.

In addition, the Society has been at the ongoing tasks of collecting associa- 
tional minutes, adding to the book collection, and binding new materials. We 
also handled a number of research requests from churches and persons inter­
ested in historical records.

Finally, a personal word. After accepting a position at Auburn University 
this year, I resigned as curator of the Florida Society. Therefore, this is my I
last report to the Southern Baptist Historical Society in this capacity. I want to 
thank the members of both the Southern Society and the Commission for their 
help and encouragement during the past eight years and want to give my succes­
sor, Earl Joiner, every good wish to his work and hope that his tenure as cura­
tor will be as happy as mine has been. *(p/t. Armour is processor and head 
o^ the Vepartment o^ Religion at Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama.)
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GEORGIA

Mrs. Mary Overby*

The Georgia Baptist Historical Society held its annual meeting on March 
22-23, 1973, at Shorter College in Rome, Georgia. Papers presented were 
’’Northwest Georgia Baptists’ Support of the Southern Confederacy, ” by Rev. 
William W. Givens, ’’Lottie Moon and Her Relationship to the Cartersville 
Baptist Church, ” by Miss Margie Black, ’’The Separation and Crystallization 
of Northwest Georgia Primitive Baptists, ” by Elder Jerry Lee. A pictorial and 
verbal review of Georgia Baptists was presented by Charles Walker. Lynn E. 
May, Jr., executive secretary of the Southern Baptist Historical Commission, 
was a guest speaker and presented two interesting papers.

This has been a year of writing history in Georgia. The Georgia Baptist 
Convention observed its 150th anniversary with a special historical program 
and the publication of a History of the Georgia Baptist Convention, 1822-1922, 
by James A. Lester. The Christian Index also celebrated 150 years of service 
by printing a sesquicentennial issue of this paper in June, 1972, and publishing 
a history of this oldest state paper in the fall. The latter, compiled by Editor 
Jack Harwell, is entitled An Old Friend with New Credentials. Also completed 
this year was On the Hill, a centennial history of Shorter College by Robert 
Gardner. Several associations began compiling histories this year. Other 
associations asked the churches to prepare sketches to be presented at the an­
nual meeting and some to be printed in the minutes. A number of churches have 
begun histories or compiled historical sketches to be printed.

More people have used the resources of the Georgia Baptist Collection 
this year than at any time in the past. The staff has assisted numerous corres­
pondents in locating biographical data and pictures. Over one hundred reels of 
microfilm have been made available to researchers on interlibrary loan. Let­
ters answered from out of Georgia researchers have totaled 137 names.

Funds received from the History Committee of the Georgia Baptist Con­
vention have made it possible to use students to help in indexing some of The 
Christian Index, thus making this state paper an even more valuable tool of 
research. Earlier indexing of this publication included names only in obituaries. 
This past year an index was begun which includes all biographical information 
in obituary notices with a cross reference to all proper names in the obituaries. 
This index for the years 1822-89 contains approximately twelve thousand entries. 
Marriage notices in The Christian Index* have been compiled and printed for the 
years 1822-55; a card index only has now been compiled for the period 1855-1916. 
Indexed ordination notices include 1822-1916. Other subjects indexed from 1850 
to 1878 include churches, associations, Sunday Schools, educational institutions, 
Civil War, slavery, temperance, et. al.

The Society’s biographical index now includes over twenty thousand entries 
compiled from histories of churches and associations, county histories, The 
Christian Index, Georgia Baptist Convention annuals, and Southern Baptist 
Convention annuals. The picture index now includes over three thousand entries 
locating pictures in church histories and other resources of the Collection.

The Society continues to work with the State Department of Archives and 
History to microfilm church records. The oldest record filmed this year was 
that of Concord Primitive Baptist Church, Morgan County, Georgia, which dated



236

1812-1953. The associations have been cooperative in sending the current min­
utes and a number of churches have deposited copies of the history of their church 
in the Georgia Baptist Collection. Gifts received during the year also include 
valuable journals, personal papers, church records, and pamphlets.

Special projects for the coming year include the reproduction of the index 
to obituaries in The Christian Index, 1822-79 (approximately 500 pages); also, 
the reproduction of the minister-association index, covering ministers and as- 
sociational connections from 1800 to 1900. It has been a good year at the deposi­
tory as our materials have been used more than ever before. OveAby ts
cuAatoA of the GeoAgta Baptist Htsto^icat Society.)

ILLINOIS

Charles W. Boling*

The Historical Committee of the Illinois Baptist State Association has 
been busy with several tasks. Some tasks are already completed, while others 
are still in the process. The State Association is now making funds available 
for the purchase of materials for the State Baptist Collection. We have been 
advertising through the Illinois Baptist for people who may possess historical 
documents to contribute them for preservation and display. Books, papers, 
correspondence, and other materials of historical value are being received. 
Arrangements are being made to deposit many of the materials of the Illinois 
Baptist Collection in the State of Illinois Historical Commission depository.

The new Illinois Baptist Building in Springfield has been completed. Ori­
ginal plans called for a historical display area in the new building. During 
closing stages of construction, however, major changes were necessitated when 
the Baptist book store decided not to move from the old location at Carbondale 
to the new building in Springfield. The historical display area therefore was 
not completed before the building was occupied, but is to be completed at a 
later time.

An appropriate plaque has been placed at the New Design Baptist Historical 
Cemetery, south of Waterloo, Illinois. The Historical Committee is presently 
exploring the possibility of having the state of Illinois declare the New Design 
Cemetery as a state historical site. Efforts are being made to complete an ac­
cess road into the cemetery.

Myron Dillow, a leader of Baptist historical work in the state, has led in 
having many Baptist materials microfilmed to assure their preservation. He 
wrote his doctoral dissertation on the history of Illinois Baptists from 1786 to 
1845. He is planning to do research and writing in other areas of Illinois Baptist 
history.

Robert Hastings, editor of the Illinois Baptist, has been asked to write a 
new state Baptist history. The future of the work of the Historical Committee 
inlllinois is most exciting. Bating, IZtinotS mwbcA of the HtStOAtcat 
Corrmisston, SBC, ts pastoA of PtASt Baptist ChuAch, PtckneyV'Me, Itt.)



237

INDIANA

Al Shackleford*

The Indiana Baptist Historical Society is inactive at the present time, but 
we are hoping that the present emphasis on history in our state convention will 
result in its revival.

A fifteen-year history of the State Convention of Baptists in Indiana will 
be published this fall to coincide with the 15th anniversary of its organization 
(October, 1958). The book is being written by A. Ronald Tonks, assistant execu­
tive secretary of the Southern Baptist Convention Historical Commission. The 
printing contract has been approved, and a prepublication sales campaign will 
be launched this summer.

At the annual convention session, November 6-8, 1973, the opening night 
will highlight the 15th anniversary.

The complete minutes of the Executive Board (1958-1972) have been micro­
filmed.

In July, 1974, a special fifteen-year anniversary issue of our state Baptist 
paper, Indiana Baptist, will be published noting its first issue (July 1, 1959).

Other plans under consideration are the placing of historic plaques at 
First Southern Baptist Church, Indianapolis, site of the state convention’s or­
ganization, and at the Baptist office building in Indianapolis. ShackZe^o/td, 
Indiana member o£ the Ht6tMtca£ CornntMton, SBC, ts editor the Indiana 
Baptist.)

KENTUCKY

Leo T. Crismon*

The Kentucky Baptist Historical Society and Commission met with the 
Corn Creek Baptist Church, near Bedford, in Trimble County, Sulphur Fork 
Association, on Friday afternoon and evening, July 20. This is one of the ’’Ten 
Churches” of John Taylor (1752-1835) which he helped to organize in 1800 and 
served as a pastor until 1815. A sketch history of the church was prepared and 
presented by Floyd Baker, the present pastor of the church.

The Kentucky Baptist Heritage was not published in 1973, since Wendell 
H. Rone, Sr., gave up editing it at the end of 1972, and no successor to him 
was immediately found.

Oil portraits of the former general secretaries of the General Association 
and the Kentucky Baptist Convention now total fifteen which have been presented 
by the Commission to the Convention. There are four more which are in pro­
cess. No likeness of two of the secretaries can be located.

Work is progressing slowly on the Kentucky Baptist Bicentennial Volume, 
to be published early in 1976.

Indexing of the Western Recorder, from 1866 on, has been delayed for 
more than a year, but we hope to resume work on the project in September, 
when seminary students will again be available.

We are making an effort to place a marker indicating the site of the Bear 
Grass Baptist Church, the oldest church in Jefferson County, organized in 1784.

Officers of the society are Leo T. Crismon, president and curator; Wen­
dell H. Rone, Sr., vice-president; George Raleigh Jewell, secretary; and 
Franklin Owen, treasurer.
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The 1974 meeting will be on Friday, July 19, at the Fort Mitchell Baptist 
Church. Cttsmon ts io^eA LibAoAian SoutheAn. Baptist Theotogt- 
cat SemtnaAy, LollZsvM^ Kentucky J

LOUISIANA

Glen Lee Greene*

Through the joint efforts of the Louisiana Baptist Historical Society and 
the history committee of the Louisiana Baptist Convention, a number of signifi­
cant steps have been taken during the past year to commemorate the history of 
Southern Baptists in Louisiana. With the opening of the Mae Lee Memorial 
Library and Archives in the Baptist Building at Alexandria, the convention has 
lent encouragement and has renewed its commitment to the collection and pre­
servation of materials pertaining to Baptist history.

Important and valuable acquisitions afford promise that the Library and 
Archives will become a fruitful center for research and study. As a result of 
efforts by the Baptist History Foundation, the Mott Collection was acquired. 
This is a collection of letters written chiefly by Baptists in Georgia and Alabama 
to Baptists in Louisiana during the period 1860-72. Besides numerous references 
to churches, preachers, and religious conditions, these letters contain graphic 
descriptions of social phenomena, refer to the burgeoning Ku Klux Klan move­
ment and to the new relationship with the Blacks, and portray the attitudes of a 
great segment of the population regarding their economic and social plight.

Moreover, the foundation was instrumental in the donation of a rare and 
valuable church minute book, that of the Mount Nebo Baptist Church, in Tangipa­
hoa Parish, Louisiana, which covers the period 1813-1903. Various interests, 
including the state university, actively and eagerly sought this book. It is the 
oldest church minute book in Louisiana and must be ranked among the rare 
sources for the study of Baptists in the South.

In addition, Mr. and Mrs. Clarke M. Williams, of Oak Ridge, have donated 
securities the total value of which is expected to approximate $100,000. Dedi­
cated to the needs of the convention library and archives and to the history needs 
and interests of Baptists, these funds will ultimately ensure facilities and re­
sources that will greatly strengthen Baptist causes everywhere. At its last 
annual session, the convention for the first time approved a modest budgetary 
appropriation for books and periodicals to be placed in its library.

When the convention meets in November, the agenda will include appro­
priate recognition of its history, for that body will celebrate its 125th anniversary. 
A new history of Southern Baptists in Louisiana, entitled House Upon a Rock, by 
this writer, and authorized and published by the convention, will be released at 
that meeting. These events and others have excited greater interest in the study 
of Baptist history in the Pelican State than has been manifested in many years. 
Currently, a number of convention leaders are cooperating with the history com­
mittee in promoting the membership campaign of the Southern Baptist Historical 
Society. *(Va. GAeen ts the. Loutstana membeA the HtstoAteat Conwtsston, 
SBC.}
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MARYLAND

Josephine Norwood*

The past year has been a very good year for the historical work in Mary­
land. A fine committee appointed annually keeps the planning of the work going 
forward. During the year there were several highlights. First, was the visit 
of Lynn May to our state convention meeting. His message at the time of the 
historical report gave encouragement to our work. The opportunity of our asso- 
ciational historians to meet with him for luncheon gave a personal flavor to the 
meeting.

A second highlight was the purchase of a microfilm reader for our histori­
cal library. This will be helpful not only to those who wish to research the 
microfilm which the library has purchased but for the churches which have had 
their records microfilmed but have not been able to use the film because of the 
lack of a reader.

Our collection has grown in a number of ways this year. Books of true 
value were presented by Dr. Emmet Reid from his own personal collection. 
Miss Blanche White presented 418 index cards of references to Maryland work 
in the Religious Herald and First Baptist Church, Baltimore, gave their comm­
union ware of 1865. During the year a new history of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union of Maryland was published at the time of the celebration of the 100th year 
of organized state woman’s work in the state. Kay L. Halliwill was the writer 
of this history called Our Heritage: 1958-1972.

Many anniversaries were celebrated among the churches and associations. 
Preparation is under way for the celebration in Baltimore of two hundred years 
of Baptist work. Mrs. Wilsoh K. Levering is writing the history of this work. 
It promises to be an outstanding piece of work.

A number of projects ahead including the reestablishment of our index 
cards into updated equipment give us reason to say that we are encouraged with 
our work of preserving and making history in Maryland. NoAu)ood Za
chatman o£ the. HtbtotbieaZ Committee ofi the Baptist Convention o^ Maryland

MISSISSIPPI

Eugene Farr*

The Mississippi Baptist Historical* Commission is composed of Billy J. 
Beckett, C. J. Darby, C. B. Hamlett, III, Paul Harwood, W. D. McCain, L. L. 
McNees, James M. Porch, Dewey R. Roach, and George T. Rogers. R. A. 
McLemore is the executive secretary.

One of the important projects being undertaken is the indexing of the Baptist 
Record, 1878 to date. About one third of this work has been accomplished. It 
is being done by Miss Edwina Robinson, former WMU secretary for Mississippi. 
Another project being pursued is the rebinding of old and the binding of new 
associational minutes. During the past year, fifty volumes of these have been 
done. Several original minute books of old churches have been received. One 
of these churches was established in 1813. Among the earlier records were the 
names of ten churches in southeast Mississippi and the adjacent territory of 
Alabama that we did not know were ever in existence.
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The late Honorable William A. Lomax of Grenada, Mississippi, provided 
in his bequests some books and records which had belonged to his grandfather, 
A. A. Lomax, who was six times president of the Mississippi Baptist Convention. 
Included in the list of things we received was a study chair (tablet arm rocker) 
which according to one furniture authority is over one hundred years old.

A rare accomplishment is the receiving of 1971 minutes from seventy-five 
of the seventy-six associations in the state. The missing minutes were not 
printed. So far we have received 1972 minutes from sixty-five associations. We 
feel that the others will come. The office of the Director of Cooperative Missions 
in the state headquarters has been of much assistance here in encouraging the 
associational worker to respond. However, many clerks respond without extra 
urging. Favi Li LcbwiZan otf College whene the Baptist
Collection is located.]

NORTH CAROLINA

John R. Woodard*

The Ethel Taylor Crittenden Collection in Baptist History, containing the 
North Carolina Baptist Historical Collection and the Wake Forest University 
Archives, is housed in the Z. Smith Reynolds Library, Wake Forest University, 
Winston -Salem, North Carolina. During the fiscal year 1972-73, the Collection 
has continued to grow with the accession of books, pamphlets, association and 
state annuals, and microfilm publications. We have added significant quantities 
of materials to our North Carolina church files and to our biography files.

One of the most significant growth areas has been our church records on 
microfilm. Since my last report to the Historical Commission, SBC, we have 
received the records of 162 churches on microfilm. Some of these we micro­
filmed ourselves, but for the most part this large accession of records is the 
result of our cooperating with the Local Records Section of the State Department 
of Art, Culture and History in Raleigh, North Carolina. They have two micro­
filming teams in the eastern and western areas of the state that are covering the 
counties for the second time. They are now filming church records that are 
brought to the courthouses. They inform us as to the time and place, and we 
in turn write each pastor and clerk and suggest that this would be a good time 
to have their records filmed at no cost to the church. As a result, we are able 
to purchase these filmed records from the Department of Art, Culture and 
History at a much cheaper cost than we could go out and film them.

We have also added to our private collections of individuals and institu­
tional papers. Two photograph albums and other items were added to the Sophia 
Lanneau papers. Collections were established for E. Norfleet Gardner and 
Charles C. Pearson. We hope to announce the acquisition of additional Lanneau 
correspondence in the near future.

Our Biblical Recorder indexing project received an appropriation from the 
North Carolina Baptist State Convention that has greatly aided our work in this 
field. We are printing the indexes annually. We have completed indexes for 
the years 1967-72 and are at present indexing the 1966 and 1973 volumes. We 
hope our indexing methods will improve with the cooperative efforts of our oth­
er state agencies and the Historical Commission, SBC, in the proposed computer 
indexing information system. We have submitted key-punched cards of our 
subject headings to this project.
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We have long hoped for a way of bringing our work to the attention of the 
public. We have also needed a method of communication among the church and 
associational historians and other individuals in North Carolina that are inter­
ested in our denominational heritage. This has become a reality with the issuance 
of our quarterly newsletter, ”Tar Heel Baptist Footprints, " last May. The first 
issue of our second volume was mailed in April to 248 individuals and institutions. 
This newsletter will let the general public and other historians know what we have 
and what we need. We are also capable of keeping these same individuals abreast 
of historical happenings in the churches and associations.

The area of public relations has received a lot of attention this year. Be­
sides the "Tar Heel Baptist Footprints, " we have issued a brochure about the 
collection that can be mailed to interested persons or used as a handout at ex­
hibits . Last fall we had a three -paneled exhibit at our Baptist State Convention 
meeting in Winston-Salem. The University Press Bureau has prepared and dis­
tributed news releases for us. Talks have been made to the History Honors 
classes and to the Historical Society of North Carolina at their spring meeting. 
* (Ak. Woodard Zb dZM&ton oi the. Ca/iotZna BaptZbt HZb tomcat 
CoZZectcon.)

OHIO

Joseph Hunt*

The Historical Society of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio was 
saddened early in the year by the death of the wife of our committee chairman, 
Terrell Moore.

Continuing efforts are being made by the society to enlarge its collection 
of historical materials. A large picture of our state Baptist executive secretary, 
Ray Roberts, was unveiled at the annual state convention, and is now placed in 
our Baptist Building, 1680 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio.

Lynn E. May, Jr., executive secretary of the Historical Commission, SBC, 
spoke to the report of the Historical Society at the annual meeting of the Ohio 
Convention in October, 1972.* (Ak. Hunt Zb a Viubtee oi the, OhZo Southern 
BaptZbt HZbtwZcaZ SocZeZy.)

OKLAHOMA

E. W. Thornton*

The emphasis of 1972 on the writing of church histories continues in 1973. 
For example, the 75th anniversary history of the First Baptist Church of Tulsa 
was completed by Louise Haddock in October, 1972. She also completed a manu­
script entitled a "Child’s History of Oklahoma Baptists." Plans for publication 
are now under way. J. M. Gaskin continues work on his history of Baptist edu­
cation in Oklahoma. Both publications are being sponsored by the Oklahoma 
Baptist Historical Commission.

Our library holdings continue to grow with the addition of four personal 
collections, numerous church histories, and several rare manuscripts relating 
to early Baptist life in Oklahoma. A recent prized acquisition to our collection 
is a document containing the original minutes of the historic "Triennial Conven­
tion" of 1814, correctly identified as Minutes, Triennial Convention (The General 
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Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States of America for For­
eign Missions) May, 1814, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The John W. Raley Col­
lection also has officially become part of the holdings of the Historical Commission. 
Preparations are under way for it to be housed in the John W. Raley Chapel on the 
campus of Oklahoma Baptist University.

Another historical marker will soon be erected by the Commission. It will 
mark the site of the earliest Baptist church in Oklahoma. The church was organ­
ized by the well-known missionary, Isaac McCoy, September 9, 1832. This will 
make a total of eight markers placed by the Commission.

A ’’Job Description and Definition of Duties” for the office of state histori­
cal secretary was prepared by our historical secretary, J. M. Gaskin, in order 
to understand and clarify the working relationships of that office with the Histori­
cal Commission and the Historical Society. Some fourteen functions are care­
fully delineated in this helpful paper.

The commission conducted a statewide history writing clinic in September, 
1973. Also at a recent meeting, the commission assumed responsibility for 
evaluating the associational annuals of the state and making the awards. While 
this will mean added duties, it will also pay dividends such as assuring that we 
receive copies of the annuals and thus the continuity of our files.

The commission suffered a great loss in the death (February-25, 1973) of 
Miss Elizabeth Moorer, assistant in the archival department of the Oklahoma 
Baptist University library. Her father, the late W. D. Moorer, was the first 
Sunday School secretary for Oklahoma Baptists and one of the founders of the 
university. Through her familiarity with Baptist life in the state, and her keen 
sense of historical values, she made a significant contribution to the work of the 
Historical Commission. Her cheerful spirit and radiant personality enriched 
the lives of all who knew her.

We are encouraged that the library at Oklahoma Baptist University which 
houses our collection has top priority in future building plans of the university. 
It will include a Baptist Resource center, serving the purposes of both current 
and archival research. Thornton is curator the, Oklahoma Baptist 
Historical Collection, Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee, Oklahoma J

SOUTH CAROLINA

J. Glenwood Clayton*

The South Carolina Baptist Historical Collection experienced a significant 
increase in holdings in several categories. A major project this year involved 
traveling throughout the state with a portable microfilm camera to microfilm 
church records. Letters were sent to all churches informing them of the date 
and place for each association. As a result of this project, approximately 132 
churches had their records microfilmed. Another important addition was the 
W P A materials for the South Carolina Baptist churches. The Collection was 
allowed to copy this material which resulted in 607 new folders being added to 
our church files. This material has proved helpful on several occasions in lo­
cating church records and supplying information on the churches.

Additions have been realized in other areas. Approximately 140 folders 
were added to our biography file. The indexing of the South Carolina Baptist 
papers continues with an additional two thousand cards having been added this 
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year. Two large collections have been received and are now being processed. 
These are the papers of Horace Hammett, former executive secretary-treasurer 
of the General Board of the South Carolina Baptist Convention and papers of John 
A. Farmer, former director of the Brotherhood Department of the General Board.

Priority will continue to be given to the acquisition of historical materials 
in the coming year. Clayton ts caAoto^ of^ the South CaAotina Baptist 
HtstoAieat Collection, Greenville, South Carolina,)

NORTHWEST

E. C. Cloud*

If the old saying ’’Still Water Runs Deep” applies to historical committes, 
the Northwest Historical Committee should have great depth. It met only one 
time during the past year. The number of meetings, however, does not tell the 
whole story of the work of the committee.

Some measurable progress can be seen in that during the year minutes of 
previous years of the convention were gathered and put in library-type binding 
along with other volumes of certain early associational minutes. The committee 
recommended to the Executive Board of the Convention that pictures of former 
executive secretaries be framed and hung in the Baptist Building. The committee 
also recommended that a summary history of Northwest Baptists of the last five 
years (1698-1973) be published as a supplement to the regular materials in the 
1973 annual. This history supplement is to be supervised and edited by the ex­
ecutive secretary of the Northwest Baptist Convention. The committee made 
available some reserve funds to be used in special 25th anniversary historical 
emphasis during 1973. The meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Port­
land, Oregon, during the year was a significant historical event in the life of 
Northwest Baptists. *(M*. Cloud is the, Northwest Baptist Convention 
member o^ the Historical Conmission, SBC J

TEXAS

Keith C. Wills*

Baptists of Texas, and especially members of the Texas Baptist Historical 
Committee, were saddened by the death of R. A. Springer on April 1, 1973, of 
Natchez, Mississippi, from a massive heart attack. Springer, long active in 
Baptist work in Texas, had served as treasurer of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas for thirty-two years when he retired in 1970. Throughout his career 
he had been engaged in the preservation of Texas Baptist history and was actively 
involved in this task as one of the five members of the Historical Committee at 
the time of his death.

During this past year a special effort was made to locate and secure the 
minutes of disbanded Texas Baptist churches. Letters were sent to fifty-one 
area missionaries enlisting them in this project, and so far this year the min­
utes of eleven such churches have been deposited in the Texas Baptist Historical 
Collection at Southwestern Baptist Seminary. Also the minutes of the disbanded 
Buford Baptist Church, located near Colorado City, were microfilmed for the 
Texas Historical Collection, and then returned to the historical museum at 
Colorado City.
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Perhaps the largest microfilming project has been filming the minutes and 
other records of the First Baptist Church of Beaumont, which spanned approxi­
mately one hundred years. William R. Estep used these records in writing 
The Centennial History of the First Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas, 1872-1972, 
which may be purchased from the church for $6.00.

Partial minutes of the following Primitive Baptist associations in Texas, 
Louisiana, and other areas were microfilmed this year:

Fellowship Association, 1929, 1939
New Hope Association, 1927-1959
Regular Predestinarian Association, 1912-1970
Southeast Texas Association, 1906-1952
East Texas Association, 1904-1951
Original Louisiana Association, 1938-1951
South Louisiana Association, 1887-1970
Mount Zion Association of the Primitive Faith and Order , 
(1929-1965)

Steps are now being taken to have the official minutes of the various com­
missions of the Baptist General Convention of Texas microfilmed and deposited 
in the Texas Baptist Collection as a protection for these records as well as mak­
ing them available for research. Initial steps have been taken with the Christian 
Education Commission and the Human Welfare Commission.

The records of Buckner College and Rusk College, two defunct Texas Bap­
tist colleges, are being transferred from the Baptist Building in Dallas to the 
Texas Historical Collection at Southwestern Baptist Seminary. *1^* WxZtd, 

oi the Texad BapttaZ Co££ectzon , tb ttbwitan o^
SouAhwzbWin. Baptist Th.zotogtc.at Seminar.}

VIRGINIA

John S. Moore*

The Virginia Baptist Historical Society continues to receive church and 
associational record books for safekeeping and copying. Seven churches from 
six different associations deposited thirty-one record books and a number of 
packets of historical material during 1972. During the year eight microfilms 
of church records were added. Fifty-three books were bound or repaired, and 
true copies of the record books of at least six churches were obtained.

Researchers outside Virginia included people from Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Maine, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Missouri, and Texas. 
One researcher came from Australia. Inquiries were received from a number 
of states and were duly answered.

During 1972, the society began publication of The Chronicle, a newsletter, 
under the editorship of John P. Oliver, Jr., president of the body. It lists the 
various activities within the society. The society’s annual publication, The 
Virginia Baptist Register, No. 11, was released in November, 1972, and included 
articles on Elder Richard Jones, the second Baptist pastor in Virginia; Samuel 
Harris; and on Morgan Edward’s journey through Virginia in 1772.

The society is cooperating with the Sesquicentennial Committee of the 
Baptist General Association of Virginia in supplying information and appropriate 
materials for the 150th anniversary. The society is also planning historical 
exhibits for the Baptist Building in May and June and for the meeting places of 
the General Association in November.
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Hie Virginia Baptist Historical Society has 384 life members from twenty - 
five states and also has a number of annual members. The society will observe 
its centennial in 1976, and extends an invitation to the Historical Commission, 
SBC, and the Southern Baptist Historical Society to meet in Richmond for the 
occasion. *(M*. Moc/te Za VvtgZnZu member the HtstoAtcat ConrntMton, 

SBC J

OB.WW (CmXCOTIS OF WCM1ONS

(Continued ^om p. 2/9)

to making disciples and to developing and teaching congregations of believers. 
For this reason their plea is for strengthening the force of preachers and pas - 
tors who, by call and preparation, can set the example and provide the basic 
training for national leaders enabling them to undergird the rapidly growing wit­
ness of their own people. Baker J. Cauthen recently wrote that ’’the main corps 
of missionary personnel must be made up of ministers who go abroad with train­
ing, experience, and personal qualities of dedication. ”4$

Did not the words of Richard Fuller portray the identical emphasis ? For 
he said, in 1846,

send out as large a band of missionaries as possible, and with them, 
men qualified to become theological instructors to . . . candidates 
for the ministry; that, thus, your power may be increased, and your 
efficiency, as well as economy, may be consulted, by large acces­
sions of native talent and piety to the work of the mission.44

43Cauthen, Advance . . . , p. 299.
^^SBC Annual, 1846, p. 10. See footnote no. 4
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Baptist Biography and History in 
Periodicals, 1972: A Selected Bibliography

This selected bibliography includes articles in the field of Baptist biography 
and history which were published during 1972 (as well as 1970 and 1971 articles 
not previously listed) which were not included in the Southern Baptist Periodical 
Index. Entries are arranged alphabetically by author. The initial page number 
only of the article is noted.

ARCHER, J. DOUGLAS. Conscientious Objectors and the Northern Baptist 
Convention of 1940. Foundations, Oct., 1972, p. 342.

ASQUITH, GLENN H. JR. Moving Toward Harmony. FoundatZcna, Jan., 1972, 
p. 26.

BALLARD, P.H. Baptists and Covenanting. BaptuX QuatWiZi/, Oct., 1972, 
p. 372.

BARNES, IRWIN J. The Closing Years /H. Wheeler Robinson_/. BapXuX 
QtuuXeAZt/, Apr., 1972, p. 267.

BEBBINGTON, D. W. The Life of Baptist Noel: Its Setting and Significance. 
BaptUX QuaiuteAly, Oct., 1972, p. 389.

BETTERIDGE, ALAN. Baptists at Latimer’s Birthplace. BapXuX QuaAtcAly, 
July, 1972, p. 361.

BRISTER, T.L. Mission Celebration in Tulsa. Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle, 
Spr., 1972, p. 14.

BRUSTER, BILL. Twentieth Century Trailblazer: James Burley Rounds.
Oklahoma Baptist ChAonlele^ Spr., 1972, p. 21. _

CHILD, ROBERT L. The Principal / H. Wheeler Robinson/. Baptist QuaAtehty, 
Apr., 1972, p. 251.

CONNER, R. DWAYNE. Early English Baptist Associations: Their Meaning 
for Baptist Connectional Life Today, Foundations, Apr., 1972, p. 163.

DANIEL, W. HARRISON. Virginia Baptists and the Negro in the Antebellum 
Era. Journal o^ Neqsto Histow, Jan., 1971, p. 1.

______________ ______ . Virginia Baptists and the Negro in the Early Republic.
Virginia Magazine o£ History and BlogMyhy, _ Jan., 1972, p. 60._ 

DAVIES, G. HENTON. Reminiscences and Encounters /H. Wheeler Robinson/
Baptist QuaiiteAlu, Apr., 1972, p. 243.

DAWSON, JERRY F. Social Darwinism and Southern Baptists: A Conflict of 
Theory and Practice Among Southern Baptists in the Post Civil War South 
and Southwest, 1865-1890. JouAnal American Student Association o^ 
Texas, June, 1970, p. 5.

FIFE, SHARON A. Baptist Indian Church: Thlewarle Mekko Sapkv Coko /House 
of Prayer/ The. ChnonCcCu of OUahoma, Wint., 1971, p. 450.

FORBES, DONALD T. Pitlochry Days ^T. Wheeler Robinson/. Baptist 
QuaAteAly, Apr., 1972, p. 248.

GRISEVICH, GEORGE W. The Baptist-Puritan Encounter and Connecticut 
Religious Liberty. Foundations, July, 1972, p. 266.

HACKLEY, W.B. From Hanover to Pittsylvania: Biographical Notes on Samuel 
Harris. Virginia Baptist Regis teA, 1972, p. 503.
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HADDOCK, LOUISE. History of the First Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Oklahoma 
Baptist Chronicle, Spr., 1972, p. 18.

HAYDEN, ROGER. John Taylor and the Records of Northants. Baptist Quarterly, 
July, 1972, p. 342.

HOILAND, RICHARD. What the World Needs Most: A Life Story of Luther 
Wesley Smith. Foundations, Jan., 1972, p. 8.

HOLTZCLAW, B.C. Elder Richard Jones (1677/78-1762): The Second Baptist 
Pastor in Virginia. Virginia Baptist Register, 1972, p. 484.

JEANSONNE, GLEN. Southern Baptist Attitudes Toward Slavery, 1845-1861.
Georgia Historical Quarterly, Wint., 1971, p. 510.

JEWSON, C.B. Norwich Baptists and the French Revolution. Baptist Quarterly, 
Jan., 1972, p. 209.

LACKEY, T.B. Changes in Oklahoma Baptist Life in the Last Half Century. 
Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle, Spr., 1972, p. 5.

LACY, ALBERT E., JR. The Function of the Baptist Fellowship for Peace 
Within the American Baptist Convention. Foundations Oct., 1972, p. 333.

LITTLE, FERGUS G. Scottish Baptists: A Note on Sources'. Baptist Quarterly, 
Jan., 1972, p. 229.

McBAIN, L. DOWARD. Clergy-Lay Issues and Relations: The Baptist Perspect- 
ive. Foundations, Apr., 1972, p. 156.

MOORE, JOHN S. Writers of Early Virginia Baptist History: Morgan Edwards. 
Virginia Baptist Register, 1972, p. 519.

______________ . Virginia’s Three Baptist Apostles. Virginia Baptist Register, 
1972, p. 498.

NESDOLY, SAMUEL JOHN. Baptist Movement in Russia. Attovtcc Baptist, 
July 1, 1972, p. 1; Oct. 2, 1972, p. 3; Oct. 16, 1972, p. 13.

NUTTALL, GEOFFREY F. The English Separatist Tradition: Review.
Baptist Quarterly, Jan., 1972, p. 200.

OWEN, ROGER J. A Study in Dissension: Wintown Street, Leeds. Baptist 
Quarterly, Jan., 1972, p. 216. _ _

PAYNE, ERNEST A. Colleague and Erector of Buildings /H. Wheeler Robinson/.
Baptist Quarterly, Apr., 1972, p. 260.

POLLEY, MAX E. Bibliography of H. Wheeler Robinson’s Writings. Baptist 
Quarterly, Apr., 1972, p. 296.

. The Place of Henry Wheeler Robinson Among Old Testament 
Scholars. Baptist Quarterly, Apr., 1972, p. 271.

PORTEOUS, NORMAN W. Henry Wheeler Robinson, Biblical Scholar and 
Theologian. Baptist Quarterly, Apr., 1972, p. 284.

SELEMENT, GEORGE. John Clarke and the Struggle for Separation of Church 
and State. Foundations, Apr., 1972, p. 111. _

SELF, JERRY M.(ed.). A Brief History /by Rev. J. A^Holt/of Union Baptist 
Church (Old North Church) ^lacogdockes, Texas_/. East Texas Historical

Journal, March, 1971, p. 60.
SPARKES, DOUGLAS C. Samuel Morton Peto: A Note. Baptist Quarterly, 

Oct., 1972, p. 411.
SUMMERS, JOHN E. Strict Baptists in the 1970’s. Baptist Quarterly, Jan., 

1972, p. 225.
TORGERSEN, GORDON M. Peace Activity in a Local Congregation and How It 

Affects a Ministry. Foundations, Oct., 1972, p. 319.
WHITE, B.R. Baptists in Barnstaple, Devon, 1650-1652. Baptist Quarterly, 

Oct., 1972, p. 385. —------ —
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WHITE, B.R. Open and Closed Membership Among English and Welsh Baptists.
BapXuZ QaaatoAty, July, 1972, p. 330^ _

WHITE, H.J. Church Member and Deacon /H. Wheeler Robinson / Baptist 
QucAteAty, Apr., 1972, p. 264.

WILES, H. TOM. Reminiscenses About Oklahoma Baptists. Oklahoma Baptist 
Ch/iontctc, Spr., 1972, p. 8.

WRIGHT, EDGAR W. His /H. Wheeler Robins on/Authority and Spiritual Impact.
Baptist QaaAtcAty, Apr., 1972, p. 256.

ZEMEN, JAROLD K. Canadian Baptists and Cooperative Christianity, founda­
tions, July, 1972, p. 221.

mswtos

ROBERT A. BAKER, professor of Church History at Southwestern Semi­
nary, chairman of the Historical Commission, SBC, and noted Baptist historian 
and author, recently completed and submitted to Broadman for publication a 
772-page manuscript entitled ’’The Story of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
Its People, 1607-1972. ” It is expected that this new and much needed history 
will be off the press by the spring of 1974. The history of the Convention by 
W. W. Barnes (1954) has been out of print for several years. The completely 
new work by Baker is a thorough, comprehensive, competent, well-written 
history of the Southern Baptist Convention and its constituency. The perspective, 
insights, narration, analysis, and interpretation of this gifted scholar and writ­
er will do much to help Southern Baptists understand their history as a vital link 
to the present and a resource in planning more wisely for the future. Its pub­
lication is eagerly awaited.

CHARLES DEWEESE, recipient of the Davis C. Woolley Memorial Fund 
grant in 1972 completed requirements for the Th. D. degree at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary with approval of his dissertation following his oral exami­
nation, July 25, 1973. Historical Commission Executive Secretary Lynn E. May, 
Jr., was a member of the examining council. The Commission’s study grant 
assisted Deweese in preparing a dissertation on ’’The Origin, Development, and 
Use of Church Covenants in Baptist History. ” The examining council encouraged 
Deweese to seek publication of this excellent study in order to make it available 
to churches and denominational leaders.

R. A. McLEMORE, Mississippi member of the Historical Commission, 
SBC, and president of the Southern Baptist Historical Society, is editor of 
A History of Mississippi (1973). This two-volume, 1, 354 -page work was com­
pleted prior to his recent retirement as director of the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History. Dr. McLemore, who continues to serve as executive 
secretary of the Mississippi Baptist Historical Commission, is also auth or of 
A History of Mississippi Baptists (1971).

B. E. WHITE, JR., North Carolina member of the Historical Commission, 
SBC, received the Doctor of Ministries degree from Southeastern Baptist Semi­
nary in May, 1973. Dr. White is pastor of Park View Baptist Church in Durham, 
North Carolina.

ROLLIN ARMOUR, former president of the Southern Baptist Historical 
Society, recently resigned from the faculty of Stetson University to become 
head of the Department of Religion at Auburn University. He had just com­
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pleted two terms as Florida member of the Historical Commission, SBC, and 
had served many years as curator of the Florida Baptist Collection at Stetson.

MARK THE DATES APRIL 22-24, 1974, on your calendar and plan to at­
tend the next ANNUAL MEETING of the Historical Commission, SBC, and the 
Southern Baptist Historical Society in Nashville, Tennessee. An excellent pro­
gram is being built around the theme "Baptists and the United States Bicentennial. ” 
Papers are to be presented by Robert J. Hartje, author of Bicentennial USA: 
Pathways to Celebration; James E. Wood, Jr., executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs; Robert A. Baker, professor of Church History 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and chairman of the Historical 
Commission, SBC; R. A. McLemore, president of the Southern Baptist Histori­
cal Society and former director of the Mississippi Department of Archivesand 
History; and Foy Valentine, executive secretary of the Christian Life Commission. 
Southern Baptist Convention President Owen Cooper will bring an address at the 
fellowship luncheon. Watch the next issue of Baptist History and Heritage for 
further details on the meeting.

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN, 
launched in April of this year, was given a major thrust forward by the Missis­
sippi Baptist Historical Commission which, under the leadership of its executive 
secretary, R. A. McLemore, provided complimentary memberships in the 
Society to 108 associational missionaries, executive officers of the state con­
vention board, and members of the Mississippi Baptist Historical Commission.

A BAPTIST INDEXING/INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM STUDY 
initiated in 1972 by an Ad Hoc Committee of the Historical Commission, SBC, 
has resulted in the development of plans for a pilot Baptist Information Retrieval 
System. Wilbur Helmbold, librarian of Samford University and chairman of 
the Ad Hoc Committee, and the Historical Commission professional staff, with 
some assistance from others, have developed a Thesaurus, or authority list, 
for use in indexing Baptist materials. Plans are being made to launch on Janu­
ary 1, 1974, an eighteenth-month demonstration system in cooperation with 
several other SBC and state agencies. It is anticipated that this demonstration 
will result in the development of a comprehensive Baptist Information Retrieval 
System.

THE FIRST CONVENTION-WIDE BAPTIST ORAL HISTORY WORKSHOP 
was conducted by the Historical Commission, SBC, at Henry Horton State Park 
south of Nashville, Tennessee, September 27-29. Fifty people registered 
representing twenty-six state conventions, fourteen SBC agencies, as well as 
many Baptist educational institutions.

The workshop was designed to stimulate interest in and understanding of 
Oral History as a valid tool for collecting, preserving, and making available 
for research basic historical and biographical data on.the life and work of South­
ern Baptists; also, to train and motivate a select group of leaders to initiate 
effective Oral History Programs in their states and institutions and assist the 
Historical Commission, SBC, in its Convention-wide Oral History Program. 
Leadership for the workshop included Thomas A. Charlton, Director, Baylor 
University Program for Oral History, Charles W. Crawford, Director, Oral 
History Research Office, Memphis State University, Lynn May and Ronald 
Tonks of the Historical Commission staff.

THE OKLAHOMA BAPTIST HISTORICAL COMMISSION conducted a one- 
day Writers’ Clinic at Oklahoma Baptist University September 11. The program 
dealt with stimulating the desire to write, gathering and processing materials, 
conducting research, and writing techniques
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THE ALABAMA AND VIRGINIA STATE CONVENTIONS will observe Ses- 
quicentennials at their annual meetings in November. Through special activities 
and events during the year and features planned for the annual meetings, Baptists 
in these states will gain a better under standing and appreciation of their heritage.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES IN THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY will increase to $5.00 for regular members and $2.50 for student 
members on January 1, 1974. Rising costs of providing two quarterly journals 
to members makes the increase essential. Individual subscriptions to Baptist 
History and Heritage and The Quarterly Review would cost $7.00.

THE STATE CONVENTION CIRCUIT will soon begin for Lynn May and 
Ronald Tonks of the Historical Commission, SBC, staff. They will address 
seven of the ten state convention meetings they will attend in November: Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, District of Columbia, Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, and Virginia.

EARL L. ALLEN, pastor of the Independence Baptist Church and director 
of the adjacent Texas Baptist Historical Center near Brenham, Texas, died in 
July. For eight years he had led his congregation as host to thousands of visi­
tors to the Center. According to the Brenham Banner Press (July 17, 1973), as 
many as 20,000 visitors are attracted each year to the historic little stone 
church and museum. Allen attended the Annual Meeting of the Historical Com­
mission several years ago and told of his work in the Historical Center.

One. delightful, and enjoyable sidelight of the Annual Meeting of 
the Historical Commission, SBC, tn Birmingham, Alabama, April 16^18, 1973, 

the visit to Woman's Missionary Union headquarters. Miss Alma Hunt, 
executive secretary of Woman's Missionary Union, SBC (right), chats with 
Miss Josephine Norwood, Maryland member of the Historical Commission, SBC, 
and executive secretary of Woman's Missionary Union, In Maryland and 
Commission Executive Secretary, Lynn E, May, Jr,, while the group enjoyed 
WMU hospitality.
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BOOK REVIEWS

AND GOD GAVE THE INCREASE: THE CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF THE FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH OF BEAUMONT, TEXAS, 1872-1972. By W. R. Estep. 
Beaumont, Texas: First Baptist Church, 1972. 235 p. $6.00.

This volume vividly portrays the inspiring story of Beaumont’s First 
Baptist Church from its rather inauspicious beginning in 1872 to a position of 
prominence and wide influence among Southern Baptists a century later. It 
entails not only the life and work of a particular Baptist congregation but also 
presents their story within its larger religious and secular context. The author 
correctly asserts that it is impossible to relate adequately the exciting narrative 
of the past century of the church in isolation, and that Baptist life never takes 
place in a vacuum. In keeping with this view he has described the effect that 
the Christian witness of this church has exerted on culture and even industry, 
and, in turn, the influence that the church’s environment has had on the life and 
work of the congregation. An excellent example of this interrelatedness in his 
fascinating treatment of the debut of the Spindietop oil field near Beaumont in 
1901, and the resulting boom years, followed by some lean years prior to the re­
birth of Spindietop in 1925. He sketches the role of men of the church in the 
discovery and rediscovery of Spindietop and the response of the church to the 
influx of people and other conditions created in Beaumont by the oil industry. 
Brief sketches of economic, social, and political conditions on the local, national, 
and/or world levels are given at the beginning of various chronological periods 
to help readers see subsequent developments in the life of the church in the light 
of their historical context. He also relates the history of this Baptist congrega­
tion to the history of the Baptist denomination.

Dr. Estep’s outline is totally chronological, lending itself to intensive 
research and maximum clarity. The book is divided into ten chapters which 
give a balanced account of the story of the church. After sketching the begin­
nings of Baptists in Texas, he devotes the next eight chapters to the trials and 
triumphs of the First Baptist Church during the first century of its growing min­
istry to Beaumont and to the world. The final chapter describes the church, 
both congregation and leadership, as it stood on the threshold of a new century 
in 1972. Chapter heads are accurate and meaningful. The well-written text is 
further enhanced by the generous use of pictures. One could wish that the name 
index at the close of the book could have been expanded to include subjects as well.

The book gives ample evidence of thorough and accurate research. Broad 
use has been made of primary sources such as the records and publications of 
the church, interviews with both current and former members and leaders who 
were themselves involved in the ministry of the church across the years, and 
associational annuals. Local newspaper files, books, and other materials were 
also consulted. The footnotes at the end of each chapter provide adequate doc­
umentation. In simple and clear style Dr. Estep skillfully sketches the growth 
and development of the church from four members when organized in 1872 to 
more than seven thousand members a century later. He relates the growth and 
development of church program organizations and describes the ministries of 
deacons, women, and laymen of the church. He presents a brief sketch of each 
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each pastor and traces the progress of the church under their leadership in vari­
ous areas of endeavor. In all, this is an excellent history of an outstanding 
church. The book should have wide interest far beyond the congregation whose 
heritage it portrays. The attractive format of the book, the inspiring and in­
structive story it relates, and the skillful work of the professional historian 
who wrote it combine to make this volume a valuable resource for the study of 
Baptist faith and practice during the last one hundred years. LEM

SHAPERS OF BAPTIST THOUGHT. By James E. Tull. Valley Forge: Judson 
Press, 1972. 255 p. $10.00.

With ignorance in abundance regarding Baptist history and thought, it is 
little less than a crime against Baptists and the total Christian community for 
these 255 pages to cost $10.00! And not because the pages are not worth the 
price. They are! The worthiness of the book compounds the crime of the cost 
and the limited circulation which doubtless will follow. Baptists need this book 
and they need to read this book. So give us a paperback, O Judson!

James Tull, theology professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, gives us something long overdue. It is a book on Baptist theologies which 
focuses on Baptist theologians. Baptists have had a literary overdose of non- 
critical, unhistorical, misinformed, and oversimplified ’’Church Manuals” 
pawned off as introductions to Baptist thought and practice. Tull writes from a 
critical perspective flavored by both historical awareness and theological liter­
acy. He is neither hagiographer nor iconoclast.

His purpose is to present the thought of representative Baptist thinkers who 
stood within the ranks of significant movements which have influenced Baptist 
history. So he discusses John Smyth, the Baptist pathfinder; Roger Williams, 
apostle of religious liberty; Isaac Backus, Separate Baptist leader; Andrew 
Fuller, theologian of missions; Alexander Campbell, advocate of reformation; 
J. R. Graves, spearhead of landmarkism; William Newton Clarke, theological 
liberal; Walter Rauschenbusch, social gospeler; and Martin Luther King, Jr., 
civil rights leader.

Given Tull’s criterion for determining who is a ’’shaper” of Baptist thought 
(men who stood within the ranks of significant movements which have influenced 
Baptist history), one cannot argue seriously with his selections. My guess, 
however, is that English Baptists would think they have been slighted. Of the 
nine ’’shapers,” seven are American; only two are English. Fortunately, Tull 
admits that ’’Baptist life and thought have been larger in scope, and more diverse 
in character, than this book indicates. ” (P. 8.) But that would probably have to 
be said about any book describing Baptist thought.

Each chapter follows a similar pattern. The ’’shaper’s” life and the his­
torical context in which he worked is sketched, his salient theological-political - 
social ideas are explicated, followed by Tull’s conclusions. Tull writes clearly, 
organizes material superbly, and documents his studies copiously.

It is a first-rate book. Scholars must use it in the classroom. Pastors 
and church leaders should use it in the local church educational ministry. Lay­
men could use it in discovering the Baptist past. WatteA 6. ShuAden
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BAYLOR AT INDEPENDENCE. By Lois Smith Murray. Waco, Texas: Baylor 
University Press, 1972. 421 p.

In 1845 and upon the request of a handful of pioneer Baptists, the Congress 
of the Republic of Texas enacted a charter for the establishment of an educational 
institution. This institution, established at Independence, Texas, was named 
Baylor University, in honor of one of the most influential Baptists in that fron­
tier area, Judge R. E. B. Baylor. The basic aim of the founders was to erect 
a university which would ’’meet the needs of all the ages to come. ”

This volume by Mrs. Lois Smith Murray, an alumna and a member of the 
Baylor faculty since 1932, is the first of a projected multivolume history of Baylor 
University. It covers the period from the founding of the university until its 
removal from Independence to Waco in 1886. This was a forty-one year period 
of trial and tribulation, of denominational conflicts and personality clashes and 
bickerings, of secession, war, devastation, and reconstruction, and of almost 
constant poverty. At times during these years, the institution ’s most ardent 
supporters were pessimistic about the possibilities of its future existence.

Professor Murray describes the curriculum and the student rules and 
regulations, which were similar to those found at most other antebellum colleges 
and universities. The curriculum was oriented toward the classics and student 
rules reflected the paternalistic nature of higher education at the time. There 
was, however, one remarkable difference between the Texas institution and 
similar ones elsewhere--from the beginning Baylor and its founders were dedi­
cated to providing higher education for women as well as for men. This was a 
novel idea in 1845.

Mrs. Murray’s study is more than a chronological account of Baylor’s 
first forty-one years. She has attempted to portray the frontier environment, 
including its political, social, economic, educational, and religious aspects; 
especially as these relate to the Baptists in Texas. Prominent personalities 
associated with Baylor and the Baptists are discussed, and numerous biographi­
cal sketches of them are presented. These help to make the volume a reference 
source for students of Texas and Southern history as well as for those interested 
in Baptist history.

The research for this volume is impressive. There are thirty-five pages 
of bibliography, most of it a listing of primary sources. The footnotes are 
copious, and they are placed at the bottom of the pages. A forty-six page appen­
dix contains a variety of data, including the original charter, a list of the names 
of trustees, administrative officers, and-faculty, university enrollment for each 
year, the names of all graduates, and a roster of Baylor men who served in the 
Civil War.

Baylor at Independence is an attractive book. The type is not so small as 
to induce eyestrain, the binding is firm, there are approximately seventy-five 
pictures and illustrations, and miscues are rare. The author’s devotion to her 
subject has not intruded upon her responsibilities as a scholar. She has not 
sought to claim too much for the persons or the denomination of which she writes. 
She has portrayed their frailties as well as their achievements and she has 
been more concerned for relating the truth about Baylor’s early years than in 
glorifying ancestors. She has produced a book which Baylor alumni and alumnae 
and Texas Baptists will find indispensable and one which American historians 
in general will find useful. (V. Hoaxcaoh PanZe/
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION, SBC, o^tceu pauAe between teuton* 
Annual Meeting held Apul 16-18, 1973, at Sam^ond Univ entity, tn BJa- 
mlngham, ^tut to be held outbade NathviMe tlnce 1956. The. oUlceu 
aAe I/fit John S. Moo/te, vice-chairman, Lexington, l/a.; Lynn E. May, Jn., 
executive tecAetaAy-tneatuAeA, NathvxJlle, Tenn.; Robert A. Saken, chain­
man, Ft. Month, Tex. Not ptctuAed tb Mu. Roy Babb, ueondtng ^ecAeta/ty, 
Nuhvttte, Tenn.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY o^teeu ejected at Annual 
Meeting, Ap/M 16-18, 1975, ate R. A. McLemore, pautdent,
Cttnton, Mtu.; Lynn E. May, J/t«, VtexuuAeA, NuhvWLe, Tenn.; and 
l^atteA B. Shu/tden, vtee-pacttdent, Je^euon Ctty, Tenn. Not pictured 
t6 H. J. HuteA, 6ecAetaAy, LtbeAty, Mo.
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Index to Volume VIII
Baptist History and Heritage

This is an author and subject index to articles in the four issues of Volume 
VIII of Baptist History and Heritage. Page numbers in Volume VIII run consecu­
tively through the four 1973 issues as follows: January, 1-64; April, 65-128; 
July, 129-192; and October, 193-256. Each entry below refers the reader to the 
initial page number of Volume VIII on which information regarding the author
or subject is found.
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SUNRISE ON THE VABASH

A Sho/it Htbtoiy of Indiana Southern Bapttbtb 

by

A. Ronatd Tonlu

150-page ea^efuity documented btudy of Southern Bapttbtb 
tn Indtana. ftom ea^ttebt timeb to 7973. Hardbound, $2.50

State Convention of Bapttbtb tn Indtana 
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Indtanapottb, Ind. 46224
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P.O. Box 24038
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Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, Volume III (Nashville: Broadman 
Press, 1971). $9.95. This 584-page supplemental volume to the 
two-volume Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists (Broadman, 1958) 
came off the press May 22. Volume III provides comprehensive 
and accurate information about the history, viewpoint, method, 
life and work of Southern Baptists from 1956 to 1970. Every 
library should obtain this invaluable resource on Southern Baptists. 

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE.



SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

MEMBERS URGED TO ASSIST IN CAMPAIGN

The Historical Commission and Society are conducting a cam­
paign to enlist 1,650 new members in the Society by March 
15, 1974, to increase total membership to 2,500. Every His­
torical Society member is urged to join in this special effort to 
involve more people in the work of the Society. The most ef­
fective method of enlistment is an enthusiastic, personal invita­
tion issued by members who realize the values of belonging to 
the Historical Society. Share the good news about Society 
membership privileges and publications, Baptist History and 
Heritage and The Quarterly Review. For only $4.00 a year 
members receive both quarterlies. Annual membership dues 
will increase to $5.00 on January 1, 1974. Enlist your friends 
in the Society now and earn one of the following awards for 
your efforts.

AWARDS FOR MEMBERSHIP ENLISTMENT

Awards will be made by the Society on the basis of accumula­
tive enlistment of new regular members who pay full annual 
dues of $4.00/$5.00 during the campaign. Awards for enlist­
ment of specific numbers of new regular members are listed 
below:

20 Members—Volume III of Encyclopedia of Southern 
Baptists ($10.00 value)

10 Members—Free Society membership for one year 
and a Broadman Monograph ($6.00 value)

5 Members—Southern Baptists and Their History by 
Hester and a Broadman Monograph 
($3.00 value)


