


paganism have gone. “Why, we know
one another on earth, will heaven be
no improvement of this?” Of course
we shall know each other, in that way
which is above rancor, misunderstand-
ing, and the evils of suspicion. We shall
know then even as God knows us now,
that is, completely. Love, maintaining
its sovereignty, lifts the relationship
above the legal. That is why we shall
neither marry nor give in marriage in
that celestial land.

Will there be degrees of enjoyment
and service in heaven ? I think that the
slightest understanding of the Bible,
of logic, and of common sense would
answer, “Yes. Yes, there will be de-
grees.” But how could ‘it be heaven
if some sort of rank system places one
above the other? Let me illustrate it
this way:

Here is a man who loved, say, only
string music. He had no opportunity
to have ever heard a great symphony.
But his son, having had the opportu-
nity of studying music of the great
masters, cultivated a love not only for
the strings, but for the flutes and brass-
es. Now in heaven, I think the Chris-
tians who refused to grow, who just
loved only the strings, walked just
one mile and never more, that will be
the latitude of his reward. But the
Christian who digs in for God and
serves night and day, who walked the
second and third mile, will find himself
in a capacity unknown to his one
string friend. Neither would be con-
scious of the other’s limitations or lati-
tudes. That is fair. Heaven will know
no war, no aging. The trials and
droughts, the heartache, the misery,
the poverty, ignorance, mysterious . . .
all have no part there.

Who Goes There?

Now I come to raise the final ques-
tion: Who goes there? For whom was
heaven prepared? Who is invited to
take up permanent residence in the
house of God? Just the evangelicals?
Just the Protestants? Only the Cath-
olics? Jews or Gentiles or both? Ori-
entals or occidentals? Is heaven for the
whites only ? Only the poor ? The ques-
tion is, Who goes there? Those who
filled out a card and walked the aisle,
entered their name on some book list,

and continued on much as they were
before? Who goes to heaven? Those
who equate merit by the number of
times they sing the doxology, or genu-
flect, or tithe? I want to honestly
know for whom the doors will swing
open. The conservative, the liberal, the
fundamentalist, the modernist, the pre-
millennialist, the a-millennialist? For
whom ?

Hear me! Heaven 'is made for only
one group: the heavenly!!! That is
right! Those who were bought by the
blcod of Jesus Christ and who have
been made over into a heavenly na-
ture. Anyone else would be out of
place there. Someone living in his old
sins, though going in the name of
Christ, would be in hell in heaven, for
he has no nature for the place.

All of our dogmas, our pet theories,
and favorite prejudices, all of our de-
nominational creeds, all of our childish
superstitions and vain presumptions,
all of our good intentions and specious
conversions will fall flat as flounders
if they do not give rise to the Christ-
like life within us. “Tis heaven below
my Redeemer to know.” And “He that
hath not the spirit of Christ is none
of His.” Heaven is for the heavenly.
The list of the excluded can be read
with tearful agony in the book of
Revelation.

Are You Going?

So, that leaves the poignant ques-
tion: Are you going there? Is this
celestial land your home ? That answer
is up to you, and it is a present reality
whether you belong there or not. Eter-
nal life begins the moment you accept
Christ as your personal Saviour; that
assurance of your destiny is the one
basis of a sustaining faith.

Jimmy had been blind from birth.
At last the hour came when the skilled
surgeon told the mother she could re-
move a part of the bandage to let
in a little light. After seeing the world
for the first time, Jimmy said, “But
Mommy, why didn’t you tell me it was
so beautiful?” She said, “Son, I tried
to.” And when we first glimpse that
city foursquare we will shout the ques-
tion, “But, Jesus, why didn’'t you tell
us it was so beautiful ?” and He will
answer, “I tried to.”
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