








Third, there is the.attitude of timid
faith in Jesus. Finally the Samaritan wom-
an left her water pot, ran into the town,
and said to the men, “Come, see a man,
which told me all things which ever I
did: is not this the Christ?” (V. 29). “Is
not this the Christ?” She did not say,
“This is the Christ.” There is every evi-
dence that she believed so in her heart.
Yet, to avoid opposition from her com-
panions in sin, she so phrased her state-
ment as to refrain from an open avowal
of her faith.

I daresay that her attitude is that of
many who hear me now. You are con-
vinced that Jesus is the Son of God, the
Saviour of the world. In your heart you
have accepted Him as such. Yet you keep
the secret locked within yourself. To such
I would point out two awesome facts.

EMPTY FAITH

Beware of relying upon such a faith.
A faith which is sufficient to save you will
be strong enough to embolden you. In
James 1:20 the Bible says, “But wilt thou
know, O vain (empty) man, that faith
without works is dead?” This does not
mean that you are saved by faith plus
works. Rather it says that a living faith
will manifest itself through works.

The first work of life-giving faith will
be confession of Jesus as your Saviour.
In Romans 10:9-10 Paul says, “If thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus (or Jesus is Lord), and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation.” To con-
fess “Jesus is Lord” in that day could
well mean the loss of your life. Paul,
then, is saying to you that the faith in
your own heart must be such as to over-
come your timidity and fear as gladly you
own your Lord.

Jesus Himself said in Mark 8:38, “Who-
soever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and my words in this adulterous and sin-
ful generation; of him shall also the Son
of man be ashamed, when he cometh in
the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.” Whatever else this means it car-
ries a warning to you not to rest in a
faith which stops short of a full and open
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confession of your faith in Jesus as your
Saviour and Lord.

SAVED TO SERVE

Even if such timid faith should save
you, it does not promise a happy and
fruitful life of service for Jesus. We are
saved to serve and to bear fruit in God’s
vineyard. Your -union with Christ, the
Bible teaches, is a spirtual marriage. Secret
marriages are never happy and are sel-
dom fruitful. Such will be the fate of
your life in Christ and your reward in
heaven. The Bible in I Corinthians 3:14-
15 says of the final judgement, “For other
foundation can no man lay than that is
laid which is Jesus Christ ., . . If any
man’s work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If
any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved;
yet so as by fire.” You have the founda-
tion, Christ; but how will you build
upon it unless you openly acknowledge
Him as your Saviour?”

Fourth, there is the attitude of open
avowal of your faith in Jesus as your
Saviour. On the strength of the women’s
timid testimony Jesus was invited to visit
in their town which He did for two days.
Because of His teaching many more be-
lieved on Him. Said they to the woman,
“Now we believe, not because of thy say-
ing, for we have heard him ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the Christ,
the Saviour of the world” (v. 42, author’s
italics). Open. confession of their faith in
Jesus! The word “know” is a word
meaning a conviction of the soul. It was
more than a mere acquaintance with Je-
sus. More than scorn, respect, or timid
faith—it was the eruption of the volcano
within their souls. Their faith was the
lava which flowed forth.

That is the experience which I pray
will be yours right now! Make your con-
fession in church. Write and tell me
about it. Be done with the scorn of your
indifference! :Rest not :in -a- cold-hearted
respect and admiration for Jesus! Do not
be satisfied with a secret, timid faith in
Him. Openly, boldly, completely say to
God—and man—“This is indeed . . . the
Saviour of the world. He is my Saviour
too!”
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