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spoke of His coming crucifixion, He said
to His disciples, “In the world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world.”

The theme of Philippians is “joy.” Al-
though Paul wrote it while in a Roman
prison he rejoices and calls upon his
readers to rejoice. Yet in the midst of
such rejoicing he prays, “That I make
known him, and the power of his resur-
rection, . . . . and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto
his death” (3:10). The word “know”
refers to knowledge gained by personal
experience. It is an ingressive aorist in-
finitive meaning to come into a knowledge
of Christ through experience. Not that
he did not already know Christ as his
Saviour. His major passion was to get
more knowledge of Christ by personal
experience. He wanted to know more
fully the power bound up in Christ’s

resurrection for the saving of the soul and

the body. To do this he must have a
partnership with Christ in His sufferings.

If you come to such an experience with
Christ you must have produced in you
ever so faintly the agony of Gethsemane
and Calvary. You can never know the
infinite sufferings of an infinite God in
Christ, but, like Paul, you can be con-
stantly coming into a greater knowledge
of Christ thereby.

Again in Colossians 1:24, also written
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from a prison, Paul says of himself, “Who
now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflic-
tions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s
sake, which is the church.” This does not
mean that the sufferings of Christ left any-
thing to be desired so far as your salvation
is concerned. But it does mean that if the
world is to know of Christ’s death and
resurrection for its salvation, it must be
through the suffering of His followers.
Paul’s suffering had nothing whatever to
do with his own salvation. But it was
vitally necessary if others were to know
Christ in salvation. In Colossians 1:24
quoted above the words “fill up” translate
a double compound verb used only here
in the New Testament. It means “to fill
up in turn.” In modern baseball parlance
we would say that it was Paul’s turn at
bat. Christ had taken His turn, the
grandest of all. Now it is Paul’s turn
and ours—if the world is ever to know of
God’s grace in Christ Jesus. Now

Third, note the balance sheet. When
Paul made a trial balance of his books he
found that while his suffering in the serv-
ice of Christ was great, the rewards of
glory in such service were greater. So he
found that in the transaction of giving
and receiving he had made a profit. Says

he, “For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
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