


THE CHRISTIAN AND CITIZENSHIP

‘‘Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God: the powers that be
are ordained of God’’ — Romans 13:1

Suddenly Paul shifts from con-
sidering the Christian in his personal
and spiritual relationships to that of
his citizenship. As a Christian you
are a citizen of the kingdom of God,
but you are also a citizen of some
nation. As in the former so in the
latter you bear certain responsibilities.
Thus Paul felt it necessary to exhort
this church with regard to the Chris-
tian and his citizenship. We also need
such counsel. Let us consider this
as we note, first, the mandate; second,
the motive; third, the means.

The Mandate

First, note the mandate. ‘‘Let
every soul be subject unto the higher
powers’’ (v.1). *“‘Every soul” is a
Hebraism for ‘‘every man.”” Since
Paul is writing to Christian people he
actually means ‘‘every Christian.”
‘““Higher powers” refers to the insti-
tution of government. That he feels
strongly about this may be seen in
his use of the present imperative
form. It is a command. The present
tense suggests a habitual action. The
verb translated ‘‘be subject’’ is a mili-
tary term meaning to line up in orderly
fashion under a general. And Paul’s
use of the middle voice implies that
their lining up is to be done in volun-
tary submission rather than under
duress. In short, Paul says that every
Christian is habitually to put himself
in voluntary submission to the authori-
ties which hold position over him.

Then the apostle states his reason
for such a command. ‘‘For there is no
power but God: the powers that be are
ordained of God’” (v.l). The point
here is not that God approves of each
individual ruler and his actions. The
Roman emperor at the time of this writ
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ing was Nero, everything but a godly
man. Instead Paul is saying that God
has ordained the institution of govern-
ment. The word ‘““ordained’’ means to
appoint or assign a place. In the per-
fect tense it speaks of the permanency
of such an institution. In other words,
human government is a permanent in-
stitution brought about by God for
bringing order into human relations.
So Paul exhorts the Christian to sub-
mit to such.

Now this word is sorely needed at
this hour. Our generation is in danger
of losing all respect for law. How
many of you take the attitude that if
you do not like a law you are under
no obligation to keep it? Or if you
can get away with it, it is all right to
break it? Someone has said that
character is what you are in the dark.
You reveal your true character in what
you do when no one is looking at you.
Your respect for law is guaged by how
you regard it when there is no police-
man about. As a general principle
Paul is saying that since human gov-
ernment is an institution of God, the
Christian should abide by it not on
the basis of personal approval or out-
side coercion. He should do so as a
Christian desiring to be well-pleasing

to God.
Servant of God

This is true, because under God
rulers are not a terror to righteous
people, only to those who live un-
righteously (Rom. 13:3). Instead, the
ruler is a servant of God for your good.
But to the evil person ‘‘he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute
wrath upon him that doeth evil”’ (v.4).
This .is the meaning of Paul’s word in
verse 2. ‘“‘Whosoever therefore resist-
eth the power, resisteth the ordinance
of God: and they that resist shall re-
ceive unto themselves damnation.”
The word ‘‘damnation’’ renders a
Greek word which refers not to the
soul. It is a word meaning ‘‘judg-
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