








have a watch . . . make it as sure as
you can.” Did Pilate also fear that
Jesus might rise? The mystery is
compounded. Roman and Jew, con-
queror and conquered, paganism and
theism, rationalism and spiritualism
join in the common prejudged pur-
pose. Seal the tomb with the Roman
seal of authority. Set the watch of
Rome’s vaunted military power.
“Make it as sure as you can.” Jesus
must not rise!

This attitude seems so very far
away and long ago. But is it?

Why did they want to keep Jesus
dead? For that matter, why do we?
A risen Jesus would prove the enor-
mity of their crime. He might bring
a revolution down on their heads. So
long as Jesus stayed in the tomb they
were safe. Pilate could go on being
governor. The chief priests could
maintain their position of power and
plenty. The Pharisees and Sadducees
could continue to debate their the-
ology, and let it go at that.

A dead Jesus on a cross is so con-
venient. We can hang Him on the
wall, over our altars, or about our
necks. We can paint His picture to
adorn our art galleries. We can com-
pose and sing songs about Him. We
can point to Him as our Saviour. It
makes us feel so smug, so complacent,
so respectable, so secure. We can
bow before our altars, pay Him lip
service, and go on our ways. We leave
Him there while we go on our cool,
sequestered way of life. A dead Je-
sus on a cross or in a tomb disturbs
no one.

But a living Christ is quite another
matter. He disturbs us. He reminds
us of duty. Religion becomes more
than a formality. As He walks among
us we see His wounded hands and
feet. They speak of sin to be reckoned
with, injustices to be overcome, sac-
rifices to be made. A living Jesus in-
sists on intruding into our plans, our
lives, our deeds. He gets in our way
as we walk our selfish paths.

So what do we do? We make as
sure as we can that Jesus does not
become a living Presence in our lives.
We seal Him off from our plans. Oh,



 we roll away the stone once a year.
" But we put Him right back again.
Perhaps we crack the seal just a little
on a few other Lord’s Days. We sing
a song, utter a prayer, hear a ser-
mon. And then the seal is renewed.
We go back to our governing, our
money changing, and our theology.

In our prejudgment to live our lives
as we please we leave Jesus in the
tomb where He can scarcely become
I 'a living Power or Presence in our
. lives and in our world. With our lips
}we sing, “Up from the grave He
| arose.” But with our lives we say,
“He must not rise.”

THE VOICE OF DENIAL

Consider the voice of denial. It says,
“Jesus did not rise.” This is the voice
: of the Sadducees. Despite the “sense-
less sentinels” Jesus did rise.

If this be true, then there is no
" evidence that a Sadducee ever be-
. lieved in Jesus.

Which brings us back to our voice
of denial. When the soldiers reported
to the chief priests the fact of the
resurrection of Jesus, they took coun-
sel, bribed the soldiers, and promised
them immunity to tell the story that
Jesus’ disciples stole His body while
they slept. (Matt. 28:12-15)

While they slept! What a story! If
they slept, how did they know? The
story is cut out of the whole cloth of
" deceit. What the Sadducees had pro-
pounded by inference, that Jesus was
a deceiver and the disciples thieves,
they compounded into deceit by fe-
lonious intent.

l The same chief priests who gave
money to bring Jesus to His death,
gave money to belie His resurrection.

In the face of the facts of the res-
. urrection of Jesus, how can one ex-
plain the attitude of the Sadducees—
yes, even modern Sadducees who con-
tinue to deny this greatest truth in
history?

You may reply that the Sadducees
were rationalists and materialists.
And that is true, for they claimed so
to be. But will this stand up under
examination?

‘A rationalist is one who lives by




reason. He begins with one fact and
reasons from that to another.

A materialist is one who ignores
the spiritual, saying, “I believe what
I see.” '

Had the Sadducees lived by these
definitions they would have been
brought to an acceptance of the bod-
ily resurrection of Jesus. They had
the fact of Jesus’ prophecy of His
resurrection on the third day, the
fact of His death, of the occupied and
sealed tomb, the fact of the report of
the soldiers. But there is no record
that they ever examined the evidence.
As materialists they could have seen
the empty tomb. They could have
handled the grave clothes lying in or-
derly fashion. But they did none of
these things.

Furthermore, they ignored the
transformation wrought in the apos-
tles. They could have reasoned from
the facts of their fleeing in disorder
and their remaining in hiding like
frightened animals to their boldness
after Pentecost. But they did not
do so.

Rationalism? Materialism? Preju-
dice would be a better word. Doctor
G. Campbell Morgan expresses it for
us. “It is wonderful [full of wonder]
how men may set themselves in such
resolute antagonism to a truth, that
at last they are persuaded that their
antagonism is the truth, and the
truth itself a lie.”*

No matter how wise a man may
be, he is still a man. And men are
creatures of prejudice. They may
reason ever so skilfully. They may
analyze material evidence ever so
carefully. But they must sometime
draw a conclusion. And in the draw-
ing of it prejudice will have the last
word.

It was true of the Sadducees. It is
true today. The word “prejudice”
means ‘“pre-judgment.” It means to
judge before and not after the evi-
dence.

Now few modern rationalists are
so blatant as to agree with one who

*The Gospel According To Matthew, Revell,
New York, 1929, p. 318.









