





Someone has noted that there are
only seventy-five words in the New
Testament which are used more than
two hundred times, including such
common words as “and” and “the.”
But the word “faith” appears four
hundrfed and ninety times. This is but
one example of the importance of
faith in the game of life.

A mother undergoing great trial
said to me, “I do not see how a woman
can be a mother without faith in
God.” And she cannot in the truest
sense of that word. Without it she
may provide the physical necessities
of life for her family. But she is in-
capable of giving them the true
essence of life itself. Nor can she live
a maximum life on a minimum faith.

Rolla Q. Swisher reminds us that
“faith focuses life.” It focuses life on
the things which really matter. It
gears us to the task at hand. Further-
more, it provides light when we can-
not see. It gives buoyancy for life’s
burdens, and an anchor in life’s
storms. It enables us to realize that
while there are problems beyond our
resources, there are none beyond the
resources of God. And when life
drives us to our knees, faith reminds
us that we are in the perfect position
for prayer.

Such was the fabric of the apron
strings of Eunice. Her faith was cen-
tered in God as Creator and Provider,
both of life’s necessities and of life’s
salvation, both now and forever. And
it found expression in a personal re-
lationship with Jesus Christ.

Note that Paul says that hers was
an “unfeigned faith.” The word ren-
dered ‘“unfeigned” means that which
is beyond question or which cannot be
judged. It was not merely a creed to
be recited, but a way of life to be
lived. And she so lived it before her
neighbors that it was above criticism.
It was such that it was reproduced in
the life of her son.

Note that Paul does not say any-
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thing about the other Christian vir-
tues of hope and love. Their presence
is so evident that such mention was
not required. Hers was a faith which
naturally evolved into these attributes
so universally involved in true moth-
erhood.

Faith without hope is unworthy of
the name. And faith bereft of love is
hardly likely to reproduce itself in the
life of another.

It was a faith which was transmit-
ted both by vocal teaching and silent
witness. Doubtless Timothy often
heard it expressed in the language of
prayer. But more often it was for
Eunice the silent aroma of the wit-
ness of her life.

The name Eunice means “well con-
quering.” And she did conquer well.
She led no armies, conducted no cru-
sades, or wrought in the public arenas
of her time. But she reigned under
God as the queen of her home. And
the sceptre of her reign was the un-
feigned faith which she received from
her mother and passed on to her son.
No monuments were raised to her
honor by a grateful populace. No
writer inscribed her name in an earth-
ly hall of fame. But God’s Holy Spirit
in words which can never be erased
has carved her name among those
heroines “who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness,

[and] obtained promises . . .” (Heb.
11:33)

But her apron strings reach across
the centuries as “God [has] . .. pro-

vided some better thing for us, that
they without us should not be made
perfect [complete]” (11:40).

Consider the Force

“When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith that is in . . . Eunice;
and I am persuaded that in thee also.”
(IT Timothy 1:3) Eunice had her
Timothy and Timothy had his Eunice.
But there must be many Eunices and
many Timothys. So the apron strings
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