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but the word o} the Lord endureth
for ever.”

As we consider “The Eternal Word”
let us note, first, the changing scene;
second, the abiding Word; third, the
blessed assurance.

THE CHANGING SCENE

“For all flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away.” (I Pet.
1:24)

Is' not this God’s way of saying
that the physical, human things of
life are but temporary? In the spring
the earth is carpeted with green in-
laid with colorful flowers. But under
the hot winds of summer and the
chilling blasts of winter the grass
withers, the flowers fade.

God says that life is like that.
Prosperity comes only to give away
the calamity. If you build your life
on either you are building on the
temporary. In the first decade of this
century a humanistic philosophy saw
man as having progressed beyond war.
Then came World War I. The “roar-
ing twenties” brought unprecedented
prosperity. Then the stock market
crash.

By the scores, business men leaped
from their skyscraper offices to their
death. The numbing years of the
great depression ended in the war-
fed economy of the 1940’s, an econ-
omy bathed in blood.

During the post-war years “we
never had it so good.” But even now
Wall Street has the jitters, produced
by a head-on clash between big busi-
ness and government. The free world
continues to dance to the tune played
by Khrushchev and Mao-Tse Tung.

Is this forever to be our lot? So
long as we build life against the back-
ground of the changing scene, it will
be. Our only hope is to lay the foun-
dations of life in that which is eternal.

Doctor Karl Barth, a German-Swiss
theologian, is best known in the theo-
logical world as the man who called
modern theology back from the ex-
tremes of liberalism (a theology which
discounted the Bible in favor of natu-
ral science) to a Bible-centered the-






ment rather than to God’s T1xed gauge
of the Word which shall stand for-
ever.

The Bible is God’s written revela-
tion of Himself and His will and pur-
pose to man. God is eternal, and we
find His eternity stamped upon His
Word. Paul tells us literally that “all
scripture is God-breathed.” (II Tim.
3:16) And as God is sure, so His
Word is sure. Further Paul says that
it “i¢s profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction
i righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” (vv.16-
17)

The psalmist found it to be so.
“The law of the Lord is perfect, con-
verting [restoring] the soul: the tes-
timony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart:
the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the
Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the
judgments of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether.” (19:7-9)

The Bible rightly related to your
life will make it richer and more
meaningful. It is not a book of poetry,
but it contains some of the world’s
greatest poems. It is not a book of
philosophy, but its pages are inter-
woven with the only true philosophy
of life. It is not a book of psychol-
ogy, yet no psychology worthy of the
name can ignore its teachings. It is
not a text book of science, still there
is no proved fact or tenable theory
in science which does not find a com-
patible atmosphere within its pages.

The Bible is not a book of romance,
but some of literature’s greatest love
stories are contained therein. The
Bible is not a text book in history.
Yet it has stood the test of every
criterion of authentic history. It con-
tains trustworthy history not found
elsewhere. On occasion it even cor-
rects the mistakes of secular histori-
ans, a fact that has been attested by
the discoveries of archaeology.

The Bible has lived under every
type of government and in every form
of society. It has survived bad gov-
ernment, and produced good rule. It



has stood in judgment upon moral
and social evil, and has guided man’s
feet into the ways of righteousness.

Truth, whether discovered in sci-
ence, philosophy, or religion, is one
and the same. For all is of God. Each
of these three areas of man’s experi-
ence is a legitimate field of inquiry.
Each has its own method of pursuing
truth, its own criteria for determin-
ing truth, and its own way of draw-
ing conclusions as to ultimate reality.
Each is autonomous within its own

realm. Conflict between the three

comes only when any one seeks to

impose its authority within the realm -

of the other.

It is at this point that the Bible
has come into conflict with science
and philosophy. Neither physical sci-

ence nor philosophy is capable of an- *

swering the ultimate questions of life.
They are but man’s efforts by investi-
gation and reason to pursue truth.
The Bible is God’s revelation of Him
who is Truth. And in Him alone does
man find the true and abiding mean-
ing of life.

In its deepest sense the Bible is a .

book of religion. It interprets both
natural and personal experience in
terms of the relationship of both the
universe and man to God. The Bible
contains mysteries which defy our
finite understanding.

But we may well be like the man
who said that he was not so much
disturbed by the part of the Bible
which he did not understand as by
that part which he does understand.

Simply because I cannot understand
some portion of God’s Word is no
reason why I should not believe it.
The authority of the Bible is not
merely legal or mechanical. It is
spiritual and experiential. It speaks
to the deepest needs of my soul with
an authority and certainty which can-
not be denied. Samuel Taylor Coler-
idge said, “I know the Bible is in-
spired because it finds me at a greater
depth of my being than any other

book.”
THE BLESSED ASSURANCE

In a world which is as withering
grass and a fading flower your great-









