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THE ETERNAL REALITY

TEXT—. . . the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eter-
nal.”—II Corinthians 4:18

During recent weeks the stock mar-
kets of the world have been in a
state of jitters. This has puzzled the
greatest minds in the field of eco-
nomics. To them it is unthinkable
that in times of unprecedented pros-
perity investors should be wringing
their hands over the economic pros-
pect of the future. The only reason
given for this condition is that of
the attitude expressed by government
toward business in its action with
respect ‘to the proposed increase of
steel prices.

Here we have a contrast between
the seen and the unseen. An intangi-
ble attitude set over against the tangi-
ble things of vast economic empires.
Let your imagination roam about the
world of economics. See the steel
mills, factories, farms, and mercan-
tile houses with their stockpiles of
goods.

As you look at them you may say,
“Here is reality. Here are things that
I can see and touch.” But are they
real? In fact, they are subject to
something which you cannot see or
touch—an attitude.

Does this not pose a lesson for us?
Our society is largely built upon
things. It may be said of the United
States that never have so few people
had so much. Yet it may just as truly
be said that never have so few people
with so much had so little. In things
that are temporary we have so much.
But in the things which abide we
have so little.

The apostle Paul had so little of
earthly goods. Yet he had so much
which the world can neither give nor
take away. In a time of material
prosperity and spiritual poverty we
would do well to learn the meaning
of his words, “. . . we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the
things which are mot seem: for the
things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are mot seen
are eternal.” (II Cor. 4:18)






delusive things can be.

And because you build your life
upon such a delusion you are caught
up in the storm of this age with no
anchor to hold you fast and secure.
For many the words of Jesus about
the rich man are so true. “This night
these things are requiring thy soul
of thee.” (Luke 12:20, author’s trans-
lation)

Now, note the real. Paul continues

. . . but the things which are mot
seen are eternal.” Literally, they are
“age abiding.” The immediate occa-
sion of these words is the apostle’s
discussion of his suffering endured
as he preached the Gospel. “We are
troubled on every side, yet mot dis-
tressed, we are perplexed, but not
in despair; persecuted, but mot for-
saken; cast down, but not destroyed.”
(4:8-9) How vivid these words are
as we read them from the original
text!

“In all things being pressed in [as
grapes in a wine press], but not be-
g in a nerrow or tight place [so as
to find no escape]; being in doubt or
perplexity, but not exasperated; per-
secuted [or pursued], but not for-
saken [or left in the lurch]; knocked
down, but not destroyed [by Satan].”

Had Paul measured his life by ma-
terial things he would have been in
dire straits indeed. But he looked be-
yond the unreal to the real. He saw
the real things of life as spiritual,
not material. And doing so, he reck-
oned his experience not in terms of
what men did to him but of what
God could do for him.

«

In this light examine your own ex-
perience. Reckoned in terms of the
physical alone, life for you may be
rough indeed. But when you see God
within the shadows keeping watch
above His own, life takes on a bright-
er hue. Are you hemmed in by trou-
ble on every side? God can show you
the way out. Is your mind plagued
by doubt or perplexity? God can re-
solve them for you. Are you pursued
by difficulties of body and soul? God
will not leave you in the lurch. Have
you been knocked to your knees by















