





n him should mot perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

For over thirty-four years I have
been trying to preach the Gospel of
Christ. During that time I have gone
through college and the seminary. I
have read more books than I can re-
call. T have prepared and preached
thousands of sermons. I have been
the pastor of some wonderful church-
es. I have written books and articles.
I have prayed and meditated over
the Word of God for more days than
I can number. But I have never felt
that I could preach a sermon on John
3:16. Mind you, I have tried. But my
efforts have been so inadequate. For
when you quote those sublime words,
what more can you say?

Now God did not give His Son
simply to teach men a noble philoso-
phy of life or to set an example which
they might follow. He did not give
Him to be the object of honor, praise,
and adulation. He gave Him to die the
most ignominious death known to man.

Some months ago Queen Elizabeth
visited the nation of Ghana. Wherever
she went, multitudes thronged the
way to shout their praise and love.

Not so when the King of the uni-
verse visited the earth. “He came
unto his own, and his own received
him not.” (John 1:11) Here and there
little groups welcomed Him. But in
the end a rebellious humanity nailed
Him to a cross. Nowhere else in all
the universe does man’s sin appear
so gruesome or God’s love so glorious
as at the cross.

It is no wonder then that the poet
tells us that were every man a scribe
by trade, the entire sky a scroll, every
blade of grass a pen, and the oceans
were filled with ink, they would be
inadequate to write of the love of
God. And all of God’s love says that
God “loved wus, and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.” (I
John 4:10)

But the Gospel does not end there.
“Whosoever believeth in him should
not perish . .. .” As great as God’s
love is, it is of no avail for you un-
less you receive it. There is a con-
dition attached to the supreme ex-



pression of God’s love.

God loves you even if you are not
a Christian. You may enjoy the glory
of a star-studded sky, and not be a
Christian. You may drink in the beau-
ty of the earth carpeted in green held
in place by lovely flowers, and not be
a Christian. You may possess waving
acres of grain and mountains of
precious treasure, and not be a Chris-
tian. Yes, you may know that God
loves you, and not be a Christian.
But only the Christian can experi-
ence truly that “God so loved.”

I want you to notice three words
in the phrase “whosoever believeth

on him should not perish . .. .” They
are ‘“perish,” “believeth,” and “who-
soever.” ‘“Perish” translates a word

from which comes the word Apollyon,
a name for Satan. It carries the idea
of eternal punishment in hell.
Maybe you are saying that you
cannot harmonize a God of love and
hell. But the Bible does. In one verse
it speaks of both. Hell is the destiny
of all who are outside of Christ. But
this verse tells you that a God of
love has done all that He can do to
save you from hell. If you go to hell
it will be your choice, not God’s.

Your decision is bound up in the
word “believeth.” It means trust.
What will send your soul to hell?
Not murder, theft, drunkenness, or
any other sin of the flesh. The Bible
says that by faith in Christ you can
be forgiven for these sins. The sin
that will send your soul to hell is
unbelief. John 3:18 says, “He that
believeth is mot condemned: but he
that believeth mot is condemned al-
ready, because he hath mnot believed
in the name of the only begotten Son
of God.”

What must you do to be lost? Noth-
ing. Just stay as you are. For you
are condemned already. What must
you do to be saved? Only one thing:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts
16:31)

And this suggests the word “who-
soever.” It is a word which encom-
passes the entire human race. Yet it
is a word which focuses on you alone.






tilation of one’s own body. Many
Christian people think of God only
as a God of wrath. To be sure the
Bible speaks of “the wrath of God.”
(cf. Rom. 1:18) But it is a wrath
of love. It is the working of God’s
benevolent natural and spiritual laws.
When we violate them we are pun-
ished by them.

The Bible says that “God is love.”
(I John 4:8) It does not say that
love is God, but that “God is love.”
He is the source of love in its highest
sense. This love does not begin with
man but with God. “Herein is love,
not that we loved God, but that he
loved us . . . .” (I John 4:10)

You do not begin to know the true
nature of God until you know Him
as love. Thomas Carlyle said, “Love
is ever the beginning of Knowledge
as fire is of light.” And even though
God loves you eternally, you do not
come to a true knowledge of Him
until with your love you respond to
His love.

Love, to be complete, must have
an object. Thus “God so loved the
world.” Not Asia, Africa, Europe,
the Americas, Australia, or the isles
of the sea. Literally, “God so loved
the inhabited earth.” He loves you
and me. Not because we are lovely
or lovable. But because God is love.
It is one thing to love one’s friends.
It is quite another thing to love one’s
enemies. The Bible says that “God
commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Rom. 5:8)

Indeed, it is in the light of your
sin that you see the true nature of
God’s love. Sir Walter Scott said,
“The rose is sweetest wash’d with
morning dew, and Love is loveliest
when embalm’d in tears.” God has
every right to leave you to your fate,
to consign you to a sinner’s hell. You
have rebelled against Him. You have
ignored Him. You have trodden under
foot every evidence of His love. You
have broken His heart. Yet His love
is so strong, so true, that “embalm’d
in tears” it shines toward you in
resplendent glory.

“God so loved . . .. that he gave



his only begotten Som . ... 1 want
you to look at the words “God so
loved.” What do they mean? A preach-
er once said that when he got to
heaven he wanted to ask God what
He meant by that little word “so.”
It does not say that “God loved”
but that “God so loved.”

There are many evidences of God’s
love. The beauty of the earth and
glory of the sky, waving fields of
grain, cattle on a thousand hills,
mountains bursting with their min-
eral treasures, all say in eloquent
tones, “God loved.” But you do not
begin to comprehend the words “God
so loved” until you read ‘‘that he
gave his only begotten Son.” It is
natural for love to give, and the
greater the gift the greater the love.

Had God given to each of us wealth
untold, He would have plenty of
wealth left. But He had only one
Son. So when He gave His only Son
He gave all that He had.

God’s bestowal . . . “everlasting
life.” One of the most beautiful stories
in the Bible is Jesus’ parable of the
one lost sheep. It reveals the shep-
herd heart of God. With ninety-nine
sheep safe in the fold the shepherd
went into the wild night to find just
one that was lost. Jesus concluded
the story by saying, “Even so it is
not the will of your Father which is
in heaven, that one of these little
ones should perish.”” (Matt. 18:14)
One little child. Not a king or po-
tentate. One little child.

Now let me ask you two questions.
For how many lost people did Christ
die? For every last one of them. But
how many lost people were necessary
for Christ to die? Just one. For Mat-
thew 18:11 reads, “The Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.” In the Greek original “the
lost” is a singular noun. For one lost
person Jesus died. God does not see
us in mass, but each one separately.
And had all men been saved but you,
God still would have given His Son
to die for you. And why? That you
might not perish, but have everlasting
life. Not life here and now alone.
But life that lasts forever, an age-






