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“the kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and
of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15).

The book of Revelation is a book of
mystery. If you read it with enlight-
ened imagination you catch the mighty
sweep of history past, present, and
future (1:19). It depicts the cosmic
struggle between good and evil,
righteousness and wunrighteousness,
God and Satan. The central figure in
this panorama is Christ, the “Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the
ending . . .. which is, and which was,
and which is to come, the Almighty”
(1:8). And its central message is vic-
tory for Christ and those who are His.

The climax of the book is found in
Chapter 11, verse 15. “The kingdoms
of this world are become the king-
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.”’

As we consider these majestic
words, let us note, first, the sovereign-
ty; second, the struggle; third, the
serenity.

First, consider the sovereignty.
“The kingdoms of this world.” So
reads the King James Version. But
the Greek word is singular, not plur-
al. It may more aptly be translated
“sovereignty.” It does not refer to
many kingdoms, but to one sovereign
rule over the world. So we may read
our text “The sovereignty of this
world is become the sovereignty of
our Lord, and of his Christ . ...’

Now what is “the sovereignty of
this world?” It means the rule of
Satan in this world, a rule which is
evident in both the nations of the
earth and the hearts of individual
men. Jesus called Satan “the prince
of this world” (John 12:31). This
does not mean that God is not sover-
eign in the universe. It refers pri-
marily to the power of Satan as ex-
pressed in history. That Satan’s pow-
er is evident everywhere in history
needs no proof at this point.

But our text points to that time in
history when the sovereignty of God
in Christ replaces the sovereignty of









kingdom [sovereignty] of our God,
and the power of his Christ . . ..’
(v. 10). This is a summation of the
established sovereignty of “God, and
of his Christ.” We realize that we
are dealing here with apocalyptic
language. But the imagery is clear.
It depicts the conflict between Christ
and Satan, a conflict which began on
earth, continued in heaven, and then
culminates on earth in the person of
the people of Christ.

Now when we turn to more earthly
things what do we find? God declared
His sovereignty in history at the birth
of Jesus. Immediately, in the person of
Herod, Satan sought to kill Jesus and
thus retain his sovereign rule in the
world. Failing here, he sought to deter
the purpose of God. The initial direct
encounter between Jesus and Satan
was in Jesus’ first temptation experi-
ence. Satan offered to give Jesus the
sovereignty of the world in return for
one act of worship. Had Jesus agreed,
Satan still would have been sovereign.
But he refused. In one way, and only
one, could Satan’s sovereignty be de-
stroyed. And though Satan repeatedly
sought to turn Jesus aside, He ever
set His face toward the cross.

On the cross Jesus paid the price for
sin, the fruit of Satan’s sovereignty in
history and in men. Then in His re-
surrection Jesus broke the power of
Satan as He conquered death. Hence-
forth Satan’s sovereignty was de-
stroyed. We have seen that Revelation
pictures Satan as storming heaven
only to fail. Henceforth the struggle
continues on earth, as Satan seeks to
maintain his sovereignty over men.

Now to you this may appear to be
fanciful reasoning. But which of you
can say dogmatically what struggle
goes on in the spiritual realm between
the forces of Christ and Satan? Paul
reminds us that “we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against

. the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places [in the heavenly
places]” (Eph. 6:12).

So returning to Revelation what do
we find? In Revelation 11:15-19 God



declares His sovereignty over the
world. The remainder of the book de-
picts in picture language the conflict
between the sovereignty of God and
that of Satan, ending in the victory
of God in Christ. And central in this
struggle in the realm of history is
the people of Christ. In a sense before
the battle begins victory is promised
to the people of Christ. For “the sov-
ereignty of this world became the
sovereignty of our God, and of his
Christ . . . .” The struggle will be
hard and furious. But victory is as-
sured.

“. ... they overcame by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony . . . .” The sovereignty of
God has been established in the heart
of every one who has been cleansed
by the blood of the Lamb. By their
testimony to Christ’s saving power
Satan is being dethroned, and the
sovereignty of God is being estab-
lished in the lives of others. And so
the struggle goes on.

The promise of God’s sovereignty,
then, is not something for which we
can sit and wait. We are a part of
the struggle. We are soldiers of the
cross. At times the battle may seem
to go against us. But victory is as-
sured. We shall be more than con-
querors in and with Christ. “For he
must reign, till he hath put all ene-
mies under his feet” (I Cor. 15:25).

Third, consider the serenity. . . . .
and he shall reign for ever and ever.”
Yes, the prophet Isaiah foresaw that
day when peace would be universal.
Not swords and spears but plowshares
and pruning hooks. Not war but peace.
He was speaking of the reign of
Christ, when His sovereignty will no
longer be contested by Satan. When
“he shall reign for ever and ever.” In
the midst of struggle we long for that
time to come.

But you do not have to wait for
that day. You can know it now. For
the moment that Christ becomes sov-
ereign in your life, you will know the
peace of God which passes under-
standing. Peace is mnot something
around you but something within you.
You can know peace in a storm. Or






