THE
BAPTIST HOUR

October 28, 1962

Three
Dimensional

Living

By Herschel H. Hobbs
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Produced by

The Radio and Television
Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention

Box 12157
Fort Worth 16, Texas















God is incomplete without His love
for you. But when God’s love comes
down to you, and your love rises up
to Him, the circuit is complete.

This is the meaning of I John 4:15-
16. “Whosoever shall confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth
in him, and he in God. And we have
known and believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him.”

But there is a third dimension to
love.

Third, note the breadth. “Beloved,
if God so loved us, we ought also to
love one another” (I John 4:11).

Thus you see the three dimensions
of gracious living. The downward
reach from God to man. The upward
reach from man to God. The outward
reach from man to man.

If I should be asked to point out
the two principal weaknesses in mod-
ern man’s religious experience, I
think I would say that much of mod-
ern religion is either vertical or hori-
zontal. It should be both. For some
the Christian religion involves only a
relation between God and man, a re-
lation which never reaches out to in-
clude other men. Still for others re-
ligion consists only of a relation be-
tween man and man. It is simply a
social and ethical reform of man’s
conduct which does not include the
vertical experience with God in
Christ.

Now a purely horizontal religion is
nothing more than a philosophy of
humanism. It has within it no redeem-
ing spiritual power whatever. And
while a purely vertical religion has
within it the spiritual ingredients for
the saving of the soul, it possesses
none for the saving of one’s life as an
expression of God’s love to other men.
Indeed such a life may well lead us to
question whether one has truly had a
saving encounter with God. I John
4:20 is sharp in challenging language
for us all. “If a man say, I love God,
and hateth his brother, he is a liar:
for he that loveth mot his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love
God whom he hath not seen?”









