





benevolent wisdom He permits us to
walk in the valley. But He does not
leave us to walk alone.

In a certain Indian tribe before a
young man could become a “brave”
he was required to spend a night
“alone and unarmed in the forest
where vicious animals roamed. The
time came for the son of the chief
to endure this ordeal. Through the
night the animals stalked him, snarl-
ing and hungry. The young man’s
body quivered with fear. Unarmed
and alone he seemed to be at their
mercy. But remembering the purpose
of the ordeal he endured. And then
just as dawn was breaking, and the
animals slinked away to their lairs,
the young Indian boy looked behind
him to see his father quietly standing
nearby, an arrow set in his bow.

Is not this what the psalmist is
saying? God wisely does not exempt
us from the trials of life. We may
think that we face them alone. But,
unseen by us, God keeps watch above
His own.

This is the significance of the “rod”
and “staff.” The rod was a club used
to fight off evil men and wild ani-
mals. The staff was the shepherds
crook with which he guided his sheep
away from danger.

So when you are called upon to
walk through the valley of “deep
shadows,” take courage. For if, with
your eyes of faith, you peer through
the gloom, you will behold your Shep-
herd walking before you. In His hand
is His “rod,” poised to strike out at
those who would harm you. Or pres-
ently you see Him walking by your
side. with His shepherd’s staff in
hand. The way is narrow, and yawn-
ing chasms await but one misstep on
your part. But the Shepherd knows
the way. At times you feel His staff
gently pressing your cheek to turn
 you from making a false, fatal step.
At other times when you stumble
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and the chasm reaches up to clai
you, you feel the jerk of the She
herd’s crook, pulling you back fro
destruction to safety. =

These blessed truths are best illu
trated in the life of Job. God did n
will that he should suffer. Howeve
He permitted Satan to subject Job!
trials in order to prove the charact
of His servant. But twice God said|
Satan, “You are permitted to do s
much to Job, but no more” (Job 1:1
2:6). Always His “rod” was poisedt
limit the onslaught of Satan. And:
Job passed through the valley, th
“staff” of God guided him safd
through the trial to glorious victo
beyond (Job 42). '1

So God permits you to walk t
darksome path. But in the trial He 4
faithful, who will not suffer you to
tempted [tried] above that ye a
able; but will with the temptati
[trial] also make a way of escap
that ye may be able to bear it” (I Co
10:13).

Yes, “God is faithful” (I Cor. I
13), and He calls on us to be faithf
too.

Third, consider the victory. “, . .{
walk through the valley of the shado
of death . . .” “Through the valley]
Ah! there is the blessed truth of i
all. We do not walk “into” the vall
but “through” the valley. Sometim
it was necessary for the shepherd
lead his sheep through the valley i
order to lead them into the greq
fields beyond.

In this you see the loving design
the Good Shepherd. Through the vi
ley of temptation to moral charac
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