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Men may look upon Him with spec-
ulation, denial, or faith. But as you
stand in the quietness of a roughly
hewn stable, the invisible hand of the
ages gently draws back the swaddling
clothes of time to reveal a sleeping
Babe. And the voice of the Eternal
says, “Behold your God!” (Isa. 40:9).

The most beautiful and complete
account of the birth of Jesus is found
in the Gospel of Luke. At the same
time it gives us the strongest docu-
mentary proof that Jesus was born
of a virgin. For these reasons we
would concentrate our thoughts on
this account as we note, first, the
man; second, the message; third, the
meaning.

First, consider the man. Luke is
the only Gentile writer in the New
Testament. He was probably a Mace-
donian by birth, and, therefore, pos-
sessed the mind of a Greek. It is
usually held that he was converted
by Paul during his second missionary
journey. Thereafter he became a con-
stant companion of the apostle. As
a result, during Paul’s imprisonment
in Caesarea, Luke spent two years
in Palestine. Here he had ample op-
portunity to acquaint himself with
the facts concerning the life of Jesus.

Luke was a historian. Sir William
Ramsey, one of the most critical yet
ardent students of Luke’s writings,
declared him to be “a historian of the
first rank.” Even where his writings
conflict with the official records of
the Roman Empire, archaeology has
confirmed Luke, showing that the
Empire’s records were either in error
or else incomplete. Therefore, Luke
deserves a fair-minded study as to his
records.

That he wrote with serious histori-
cal purpose is seen in his introduction
to his gospel. “Forasmuch as many
have taken in hand to draw up a nar-
rative concerning those matters which
have been fulfilled among us, even as
they delivered them unto us, who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word, it seemed good
to me also, having traced the course









too many seeming “‘miracles” I do-
ing what would have been impossible
a few years ago. Shall we deny even
greater miracles to an infinite God?

Science no longer regards the uni-
verse as a closed system of law which
defies any invasion of its fixed or-
der. It recognizes that it is possible
to impose higher laws upon basic
ones, thus enabling man to fly, con-
guer disease, and to work in countless
ways what the vernacular terms as
“miracle.” A miracle in the spiritual
sense is simply God imposing upon
known laws of nature higher laws
known only to Him, by which He
achieves His spiritual ends. Such a
miracle is the virgin birth of His Son.

Now despite this fact doubting
minds through the ages have retreat-
ed before the onslaught of truth from
one position of denial to another—
from such charges as illegitimacy, to
Jewish legend, to pagan myth, to the
impossibility of the miraculous. Their
current position is to call the virgin
birth a theological “myth,” meaning
a basic historical truth, but not actual
history, related in theological form.
They contend that it is not necessary
to believe in the virgin birth, but
simply to believe that God has in-
vaded history in thc person of Jesus
Christ for redemptive purposes. But
to these I would pose three questions.
How better could God invade history
than in the virgin born Son of God?
If Jesus be not virgin born is He the
Son of God at all or just another son
of a man? And, if not the Son of
God, can He be our Saviour? The
answers are obvious. But I fear that
these adverse critics will not admit
to them.

In the same chapters Luke records
the virgin birth of Jesus and the
birth of John the Baptist to aged par-
ents. Both are biologically impossible.
Both are in the realm of the miracu-
lous. Yet no question is raised by the
critics about John. Is it not because
the unique deity of Jesus is founded
on His virgin birth? So the philo-
sophers-turned-theologians deny the
unique deity of Jesus by denying His
virgin birth,






“Behold your God” incarnated in a
little Babe! But as you do so, you see
more. For these eyes now sleeping will
one day look upon a mob of hatred
hounding Him to His death. His little
brow will some day wear a crown of
thorns. His back now nestling com-
fortably in a cradle will feel the cut-
ting blows of the cruel lash. Swad-
dling clothes tenderly placed will give
way to the mockery of a king’s robe.
Chubby hands and feet will be lace-
rated by the cutting spikes. The heart
that now beats in peaceful slumber
will be pierced by a soldier’s spear.
He who first lay in a manger will be
hanged on a cross.

But, thanks be to God, Luke does
not end there. For this Babe ‘“‘shall
be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throme of his
father, David: and he shall reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; and of
his kingdom there shall be no end”
(1:32-33). From the cradle to the
cross, from the cross through the
empty tomb to the throne! This is the
message of Christmas in its fulness.

Yes, the president of a great uni-
versity may tip his hat to a future
president of the United States. But
you and I—kings, presidents, humble
folk—can bow before the manger of
a Child, and say in faith and in truth,
“Behold your God!”
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