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“The carnal mind is enmity against God.’’ Romans viii: 7.

Man, in his fallen condition,'presents a melancholy spectacle. 
To obtain just views of his character, it is not enough to depend 
on observation and experience. How far he has lost the Divine 
image, and is insubordinate to the Divine will, can be fully learn­
ed, only from those representations which are furnished by the pen­
cil of inspiration. In the portraiture drawn by the Holy Ghost, 
nothing is defective; for while there is no flattery, there is nd exag­
geration. It presents man as he is, in all his debasement and guilt. 
He is there exhibited, not merely as a casual offender, but as occur 
pying the position of a rebel, in arms against his Maker’s law 
and daring to aim at the subversion of his Maker’s authority__nor
is there any redeeming feature in this dark and appalling represen­
tation. Man has not only transgressed, but he is a wilful transgres­
sor—his heart is at variance with the principles of rectitude__his
mind is enmity against God. Such is the alarming statement of 
the text

In calling your attention to this subject, beloved hearers, I trust 
I am actuated by the same motive which inspired the words before 
US. I desire your salvation. Your character is indeed odious, and 
your guilt fearful, but you are not beyond the reach of recovery— 
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” The arrangements of infinite wisdom and mercy having 
been completed, the rebellious are invited to return and live It is 
to induce their return, that a delineation of their true character is 
furnished. A sense of guilt will alone awaken emotions of peni­
tential grief, while an apprehension of danger will render the gos-
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nel remedy asceptable, and inspire the heart with hope and joy in 
believin'* To convince the world of sin, is one of the principal 
designs of the word of God, and the gift of the Spirit. And, that 
we may more effectually persuade you in Christs stead to be re­
conciled to God, we will press upon your attention the hatefulness 
of your rebellion.

I. To exhibit some of the characteristics of the carnal mind; and 
II. To sustain the allegation, that it is enmity against God.

I What are we to understand by the carnal mind?
The word carnal, literally signifies fleshly; or, pertaining to the 

body. This word, or its equivalent, is of frequent occurrence in 
the sacred Scriptures, being found in almost every verse of this 
chapter, froan the first to the thirteenth. While it is employed li­
terally with reference to the animal powers of man, it is used by 
the apostle Paul, and by the other inspired writers, frequently, in a 
figurative sense, to denote the depraved nature of man. 1 hus the 
Saviour, in his conversation with Nicodemus, employs the words— 
“that which is born of the flesh is flesh,” or corrupt; “and, that which 
is born of the Spirit, is Spirit,” or holy. In the epistle to the Ga­
latians, we are informed that “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary, the one to 
the other.” And, that there might be no misapprehension respect­
ing the import of these variant terms, the Apostle adds “now, the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these—adultery, forni­
cation, uncleanness, lascivionsncss, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, va­
riance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, hereises, envyings 
murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of the which, I 
tell you before, as I have also told in time past, that they which do 
such things, shall not inherit the kingdom of God—But the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, good­
ness, faith, meekness, temperance;, a gainst such there is no law.

By a carnal mind, then, we are to understand a mind subjected, in 
its thoughts, purposes, and affections, to the senses and appetites of 
the body. Hence those phrases, “minding the things of the flesh, 
“fulfilling the lust of the flesh,” “sowing to the flesh,” &c. have 
respect to those indulgences, which bind down the mind to the servi­
tude of sense. ,

The camal mind is distinguished by the earthlmess and sen­
suality of its aims. There are various gradations in the objects of 
its pursuits, but none rise higher than the earth and time. Noble 
in themselves, and permanent in their duration, are the spiritual 
joys spread out before the soul by its glorious and gracious Author; 
and these should engage its supreme thought. But turning away 
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from such high pursuits, man is intent only on the things of earth, 
and the gratification of sense. The exalted powers of his immor­
tal mind, he fails to improve, and wastes them in catering to the 
low impulses of his animal nature. From the incorruptible glo­
ries of the heavenly world he turns his eye, and gazes with sordid 
satisfaction on the grovelling objects of this life. In .the infinitely 
holy and adorable God, he beholds no attractions; he is a lover of 
pleasure, more than a lover of God. The service of his Maker 
he neglects, anT his glory he contemns.

If we could be intimately familiar with the thoughts and aims 
of the multitude, how revolting would be the spectacle? Could an­
gels inspect them as God does, would they not turn away with 
loathing and disgust? Although we may not be able thoroughly 
to trace all the windings of depraved purpose in the carnal mind, 
we may sufficiently prosecute our inquiry, guided by the lights of 
observation, experience, and revelation, to arrive at correct results. 
Let us examine some of the manifestations of the carnal mind.

The mere indulgence of appetite, constitutes the highest good 
pursued by a large portion of the human family. -What shall I 
eat? and what shall I drink? is their eager cry, and, if these ques­
tions are answered, they regard themselves as satisfied and happy. 
Thousands are debased below the level of the brute, by seeking the 
intoxicating draught; “they tarry long at the wine, and go to seek 
mixed wine;” or, inflamed by strong drink, consume their days and 
nights in the revelry of fools or the lury of demons. Who can num­
ber the devotees of intemperance? They are found in all ranks of 
society, and on all sides are falling among the dead. Nor are the in­
stances rare, in which, while gross drunkenness is not indulged, 
the habit of drinking ardent spirits has become a ruling propensity. 
The daily potion is sought, and sought at the accustomed hour, 
with a craving which will not be denied. All the powers of the 
man are subjected to this vicious thirst. The victim is shorn of 
his strength, and though, like Sampson, he may shake himself, as 
he is wont to do, ere he is aware, he finds himself bound as by 
fetters of iron.

While the number of slaves to the intoxicating cup is fearful 
beyond description, who can fail to discover, that the victims of 
gluttony are equally, if not far more num<ous. Go into the man­
sions of the affluent, or into the dwelling of the less prosperous in 
society; ascertain by their arrangements and conversation the pre­
vailing desire of their minds, and of too many, it may be said, they 
belong to those “whose God is their belly, and who glory in their 
shame." They seem to live only to feed and pamper the body, 
while no solicitude to procure aliment for the soul is indulged.

Another manifestation of the aims of the camal mind, is beheld 
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in the love of dress. Intense thought is bestowed, and hours of 
anxiety are spent in arranging for this gratification. Fashion is 
the god of multitudes; nor does this god receive a cold and formal 
homage. The devotion yielded becomes decided and enthusiastic.

Kindred to the prevailing love of gay attire, is the pursuit of 
popular amusements. Like the butterfly, displaying its beauteous 
colors, and sipping from every flower a transient sweet, the devo­
tee of fashionable life, finds his chief pleasure in decorating the bo­
dy and in mingling with the admiring multitude in the vanities 
of this world.

With respect to many it may doubtless be admitted, that neither 
of these characteristics of a carnal mind is discovered, but other 
manifestations are yet to be noticed. May not the employments of 
life, useful indeed as they are, become unduly prized? It is diffi­
cult and sometimes hazardous, to exhibit the carnality of human 
nature, as evinced in devotion to the active pursuits of the world. 
The mind is pre-occupied by worldly cares, and no room is left for 
God anef spiritual realities. No charge can be alleged against the 
man as it respects his relations to his fellow beings. He is indus­
trious, he is honest, he is amiable. The station he occupies in so­
ciety is well filled—all respect and many love him. Where is the 
defect in such a character? Not in the particulars in which we 
have contemplated it; all those traits are commendable. Here is 
the difficulty and hazard of placing such among the class of the 
carnally minded, who are at war with God. In the estimation of 
the world such persons stand pre-eminent. They are in the various 
conditions they occupy, active, prosperous, useful. But the deci­
sions of reason, and of the word of God are unequivocal, in regard­
ing them as of the earth, earthy—“They mind earthly things.” 
Their thoughts are fixed upon the world. One goes to his farm, and 
another to his merchandize, and these constitute the chief good_
‘‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it, 
is the language of many a thrifty worldling; I pray thee have me 
excused from the consideration of spiritual things__or, I have
bought five yoke of oxen, I must needs go and prove them—or, I 
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.”

It is this absorbing interest in the avocations of life that renders 
men so thoughtless concerning higher interests. The mind does 
not positively indulge in scepticism; the lips do not avow disaffec­
tion to the government of God, and defiance of his power. But 
still there is a rejection of the Divine claims, God is not in all their 
thoughts. The heart is turned away from God, and directed to 
the earth.

All this may be said of thousands who are not under the domi­
nion of a sordid love of gold. They prosecute the things of time, 

are found day by day at their accustomed posts of duty, making 
ample arrangements for the support of themselves, and their depen­
dants, while with this they are satisfied They look for no higher 
earthly good, but pursue their unambitious course through life, 
leaving their descendants well trained in worldly expedients, and 
leaving them nothing more. All this would be well, this religion 
itself authorises, but still there is a fleshly mind—because the mind 
seeks no better portion. All these objects are proper in their places, 
but their appropriate position they do not occupy. They become 
ascendant, when they should be merely subordinate. Thus the 
mind has been subjected to the flesh.

It would not be proper in these remarks to pass by the charac­
teristics of a carnal mind, as illustrated in the exercise of covetous­
ness. This is one of its most fearful symptoms. An inspired 
apostle has informed us, that “the love of money is the root of all 
evil, which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” This devo­
tion to “the mammon of unrighteousness,” is not confined to the 
wealthy; it is seen among many, who “will be, or desire to be rich, 
and thus fall into temptation, and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.” 
Such eat the bread of carefulness, rising early, and sitting up late. 
Every other consideration, both earthly and heavenly, is swallow­
ed up in the love of gain. Either the honor and pomp, or the 
quietude resulting from wealth may be the ultimate goal aimed at, 
but at present, to increase in riches is the prevailing object of de­
sire.

Look at the worshipper of mammon. The strength of his at­
tachment is written upon his furrowed brow. It is the philosophy- 
in which he has become well skilled, to get all he can, and retain 
all he receives. His thoughts, by day and by night, run in the 
channel of gain—even the visions of ms bed,

“ The master passion of the soul displays.”

His fields bring forth abundantly, and he has not where to bestow 
his fruits and his goods. Mark his solicitude. He asks, what 
shall I do? How shall I preserve my gains? With well directed pru­
dence, he determines to pull down his bases and build greater, and 
there to deposite them, while he says to his soul—soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat drink, and 
be merry.” Truly is such a mah denominated by the great Teach­
er sent from God, “a fool;" for he proposes to satisfy his soul with 
the products of his field. He is calculating that the future happi­
ness of his immortal part, would consist in the abundance of the 
things which he possessed. He minds the things of the flesh.
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An exhibition of the sensuality and earthliness of the human 
heart, is beheld in the aspirant after popular applause. In the lust 
of power, or pre-eminence, in any of the departments of life, the 
carnal mind readily indulges. The candidate for fame may look 
with loathing upon him who worships at the shrine of mammon— 
he may be astonished that a mind immortal should stoop so low, as 
to satisfy itself with shining dust, or the perishable possessions of 
earth. As he beholds the giddy crowd who mingle in the circles 
of fashion, or plunge in the mire of licentiousness, emotions of ab­
horrence and pity possess his bosom. But may he not repress his 
indignation? Is not his also the mind that is degenerate? Are his 
aspirations less unworthy of a rational soul? Those he condemns 
aim only at the attainment of earthly good, and does he more than 
this? His pursuits constitute but another channel opened by the 
selfishness of a carnal mind, and into which all his thoughts and 

'“affections run, ^He desires in some one of the professions or em­
ployments of life, to make himself conspicuous, to engrave his name 
nigh in the niche of fame, that it may be beheld, and admired by 
future generations. Not to bless the world does he live, nor to 
glorify God, but to secure the world’s homage. Ho neglects, by 
patient continuance in well doing, to seek for glory and honor, and 
immortality,—eternal life.

It is possible that in the comparatively noble and elevated pur­
suit of intellectual improvement, the indications of carnality may 
be found. The study may become a temple, in which daily ado­
rations are paid to literature and science. May not books be ido- 
latrously worshipped, as well as wealth or pleasure? May not the 
student, with carnal aims, luxuriate in the joys of imagination, or, 
in the exercises of sober investigation, regard himself as pursuing 
the chief good?

We have not yet adverted to the evidences of a carnal mind, as 
they are to be discerned in the more retired scenes of domestic life. 
In that hallowed circle, where are sustained the endearing rela­
tions of husband and wife, parent and child, brother and sister, it 
might be hoped, that the dominion of selfishness would be un­
known. But, alas, it is not so. The purest fountains of enjoy­
ment are poisoned by the corrupting influences of sensuality.__
There, the kindlings of affection, caught from the Divine altar, 
should glow and burn, warming, and attaching each to the other, 
and ascending in one holy flame back to its original. Friendship, 
in its softest, sweetest influence, should there prevail, while in every 
heart and over all, God ought to reign. But the mind in its flesh­
liness allows its attachments to be supreme. The creature is wor­
shipped more than the Creator—
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“ The fondness of a creature’s love, 
How strong it strikes the sense!

Thither the warm affections move, 
Ner can we call them thence.”

The companion, the child, the parent, some one of the tender re­
lations of life, absorbs all the sensibilities of the soul.

In glancing at these manifestations of a carnal mind, we by no 
means insinuate that but few others may be found. Their name 
is Legion, for they are many. Numerous are the instances, in 
which some one malignant passion domineers over the mind. Dis­
content, envy, malice, pride or lasciviousness, may war against the 
soul and bring it into captivity.

Permit us, beloved hearers, to beseech an impartial review of the 
remarks already made, while we press upon your consideration, a 
single thought—that if your attention be supremely occupied by 
any object inferior to God, yours is the carnal mind. You may 
not distinctly perceive a portraiture of your character in the deli­
neations we have submitted, but can you appeal to the Searcher of 
hearts, and humbly, yet confidently say, “thou knowest all things, 
thou knowest that I love thee?” or, is it your deliberate conviction 
that you mind earthly things? that the objects of sense, in some of 
their forms, engage your highest regard? Consider well this inqui­
ry. Diversified may be the dispositions and manners of carnal 
men. They may be placed in distinct classes, from the amiable 
moralist, down to the wretch from whose bosom is extirpated every 
generous principle; but in all, is found this peculiarity, a mind, 
bounded in its aims, by earth and sense. This brings us to consi­
der the next general branch of the subject.

II. The allegation of the Apostle that the carnal mind is enmi­
ty against God. t .

This charge we shall endeavour to sustain. Before it is at­
tempted, however, it may not be improper to define the import 
of this term, “enmity.” Is it to be understood literally, or. in a 
figurative and qualified sense? It is unquestionably to be taken 
in its usual acceptation, as expressive of an alienated heart. Full 
of horror as the thought may be, the term employed in the text is 
intended to express the estrangement of the mind from God. That 
this view of the subject is correct may be determined by reference 
to other portions of the sacred word—“No ’Rian, (said the Divine 
Redeemer) can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise the 
other; ye cannot setve God and mammon.” Here the strong term 
“Aate” is used to denote the tendency of that mind towards God 
that serves the world. “Walk not (said the Apostle to the Ephe­
sian church) as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind; 
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having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God," &c. “And you (states the same author to the church at 
Colosse) that were sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.”

The apostle James, with his characteristic faithfulness, employ* 
the same word in addressing the lovers of the world; “know ya 
not that the friendship of the world, is enmity with God? Whoso­
ever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 
And writes the apostles John, “if any man love the world, the lovo 
of the Father is not in him.” These, and various other passages 
which might be selected, indicate clearly the sense in which the 
term “enmity” is to be apprehended. Let us now, with humility 
and godly fear, contemplate the evidences, that, “minding the flesh, 
or, the carnal mind, is enmity against God.

1. The indulgence of a carnal mind is a perversion of the no­
blest powers, qhd of the great end of man’s existence.

In common with the lower animals, man possesses a material 
form. His body, like theirs, is the seat of acute sensibility, and in 
most of the great peculiarities of physical organization, there is a 
striking resemblance. But in one respect, man is distinguished 
from them all. He may claim kindred with angels, and with God 
himself. He has not only the gift of speech, but is endowed with a 
rational nature—a thinking, reasoning, immortal mind. With re­
gard to his lower faculties, he is in many particulars inferior to the 
brute; he has not the strength of the lion, nor the activity of the 
horse. The eagle has a keener vision, and with many of the 
smaller animals, the organ of hearing is much more acute. Even 
some of the insect tribes are gifted with powers, not equalled by 
those of the human body. But man rises high above them all in 
his intellectual and spiritual nature, and by this pre-eminence, he 
has obtained dominion over “every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth.” “For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of ser­
pents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
mankind.”

The mind is possessed of vast capabilities. With minute discri­
mination, it can inspect the phenomena of matter, and thus become 
familiar with all the laws of the material universe. It can pene­
trate the solid earth, and dive into the fathomless ocean, surveying 
all their rich stores, and making them tributary to the good of man. 
It can walk among the numberless orbs of light, apprehending 
their relations, and measuring their revolutions. Its elasticity, and 
the rapidity of its motions exceed all descriptions. Now, it may 
contemplate the pebble, or the insect’s wing; and, instantaneously, 
to the uttermost limits of the earth it flies, nor there rests, but with 
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lightning speed, passes from world to world, and from system to 
system, to gaze with wonder at the immeasurable prospect, and 
then returns to occupy itself, with some of the objects of earth.

The reflective capacity of the mind may well excite admiration. 
It can turn its thoughts upon itself and become familiar with the 
world within. Spiritual as well as physical truth comes within its 
grasp. Though the universe of mind is as yet comparatively un­
explored by man, he is doubtless capable of making vast discove­
ries in this department of knowledge. When unfettered by sin, he 
will see as he is seen; now he knows in part, but he may know 
even as also he is known. He can study not only his own spi­
ritual nature, but all spiritual existences. God, by searching, can­
not be found to perfection, but even his sublimely glorious nature 
may be surveyed.

How astonishing are the susceptibilities of man when contem­
plated in his moral nature. All the relations of moral truth may 
be beheld by him. He can distinguish between right and wrong. 
Man has a conscience. The truth may be understood, loved and 
obeyed. When first created ho appeared in the image of his Ma­
ker. God made man upright, and, though fallen, he is capable of 
being renewed in heart, and of sustaining a character of ever in­
creasing loveliness. With angels and with God he may hold 
eternal companionship.

His mind is indestructible. Presently the body will return to 
the earth as it was. Its beauty, activity and power, all, will pass 
away as though they had not been; but the soul can never die. 
And, while it is destined to an immortality of existence, it may rise 
higher and higher in the scale of being, unfolding forever its intel­
lectual and moral susceptibilities.

These are the exalted powers with which man has been invest­
ed—and the great end for which the mind was thus nobly endow­
ed, was to glorify God. In their proper use this end would be ac­
complished. The great Architect, in his wisdom, power, benevo­
lence and rectitude, would be honored, if the human mind, the pro­
duct of his hand, should be employed in accordance with its true 
nature and destiny. When originally formed, his Maker pro­
nounced the work very good, “the morning stars sang together, 
and all the sons'df God shouted for joy.” They beheld the ema­
nations of his infinite skill and goodness, antRnagnified his name. 
So should man have testified his approbation of God’s work, and 
his delight in God’s glory, by an appropriate use and improvement 
of the powers of his mind. But this he has not done. He has 
become carnally minded, and this minding the things of "the flesh, 
is in contravention to the Divine glory, and a perversion of no­
ble capacities. This carnal mind is enmity against God—all 
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the thoughts and purposes being controlled by merely earthly and 
sensual objects, the design o( God is opposed, and thus hostility to 
him is evinced.

2. The carnal mind indicates a wilful disregard to the connexion 
which God has established between holiness and happiness, and 
thus is its enmity to the Divine character exhibited.

In the creation of man the most benevolent design is manifest. 
His happiness has been consulted with respect to his physical con­
formation, his mental powers and his moral relations. Not only 
does the human body present evidences of infinite skill, but of un­
limited goodness. How admirably are all its parts adapted to pro­
mote the greatest amount of enjoyment. Its senses, appetites, and 
propensities, were intended to be so many sources of pleasure; 
while the immortal mind, in all its faculties, is susceptible of the 
purest bliss. The relations of life too are well suited to pro- 

Kmote human happiness. With these powers of mind and body he 
is required to consecrate all supremely to his Maker's service. So 
kindly haJ he been constituted, that the proper use of all his facul­
ties, in subordination to the Divine will, must result in the greatest 
amount of good.

Such is the established order of things in the government of Je­
hovah. None can bo happy who violate this order. This is illus­
trated in the whole history of the world. Who can survey the hu­
man family from the fall to the present hour, without being deeply 
affected at the varied manifestations of woe, which on every hand 
present themselves. No generation has been exempted. Man has 
been a sufferer from the cradle to the grave—in all his relations, 
and in every condition, he has been a sufferer. This sorrow, so 
deep, and so universal, has been the result of sin. Death has passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.

On this part of the subject, we may be allowed to dwell a mo­
ment longer. To mind the things of the flesh, we have said, indi­
cates a wilful disregard of the connexion which God has estab­
lished between holiness and happiness—and in this is opposition 
to God, evinced. God has sought man’s happiness, by making it 
to consist in the proper use of all his powers. We wish to guard 
against the sentiment, that the Divine Being interdicts earthly and 
sensual gratifications. No such prohibition exists. Man is guilty, 
not because he has used the world, but because he has abused it. 
The creature he may love, but his sin consists in loving the crea­
ture more than the Creator. This beautiful world was fitted up for 
his accommodation, and in this home a thousand conveniences have 
been'fumished, and arrangements made for the supply of all his 
wants. But he receives the gifts of his Maker’s hands with an 
ungrateful heart. The giver he forgets, and sordidly worships the 
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gifts. Thus the design of God is perverted in the abuse of all 
these blessings.

It may be established beyond the power of contradiction, that 
even with respect to the things of this life, man disregards his 
true interests, in cherishing a fleshly mind. If every sensual en­
joyment were allowed its proper position, it would yield all it 
was capable of imparting, but if elevated to undue importance in 
the mind’s estimation, it will become an instrument of misery. 
This, man is taught by everyday’s experience. How are the pure 
streams of domestic happiness embittered, by the unhallowed affec­
tions of the carnal mind. How do the most intimate relations of 
human life, become broken cisterns, holding no water, because God, 
the fountain of living waters, is forsaken. The mind becomes sur­
feited, and sickened by the fruits of earth, when with unnatural ap­
petite, it would make them its chief aliment. And, what a waste of 
intellectual and spiritual joy, is suffered in minding the things of the 
flesh? The choicest jewels of the soul are thrown away, while 
with eager step she pursues the gewgaws of sense. In failing to 
seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, she is des­
poiled of some of her richest joys.

Here, then, is one of the most affecting proofs of the enmity of 
the carnal mind—God’s ways are not its ways. The path of true 
happiness God has marked out, but the carnal mind rises in oppo­
sition to his benevolent design, and resolves to pursue another di­
rection. All this, too, is done wilfully. It minds the things of the 
flesh in despite of the fearful waste of enjoyment, consequent on 
such a course. The voice of experience is unheeded. Though it 
may pierce itself through with many sorrows, in its gratifications, 
it still resists God, and rebels against him. It will hazard the joys 
of heaven and brave the torments of hell. Eternal bliss will be 
surrendered, and interminable wretchedness suffered, sooner than 
abandon its supreme hold on sensuality. How deep seated and des­
perate the enmity, which will thus maintain the controversy with 
infinite benevolence.

3. The enmity of the carnal mind is indicated by its unnatural 
disregard of the Divine favor, as illustrated in Providence and Re­
demption.

In all his Providential arrangements, God is continually con­
sulting the interests of his creatures. He maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil, and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust.” “The eyes of all wait upon him, and he gives them their 
meat in due season; Tie opens his hand and satisfies the desire of 
every living thing.” With ever sleepless eye, he watches over the 
sons of men, delivering them from a thousand dangers, and pour­
ing upon them unnumbered blessings. To all this goodness the 
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carnal mind is insensible. By his daily kindness, God would seem 
intent on winning back the vagrant affections of man, but with 
base ingratitude, they are still withheld. Thus is enmity to him 
exhibited.

With peculiar force does this allegation apply when we consider 
the manner in which the plan of salvation is received by the car­
nal mind. Though Jesus Christ is the son of God, “the bright­
ness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person,” 
to the carnal mind “he is a root out of a dry ground, he hath no 
form nor comeliness.” Though all the angels of God delight to 
worship him, the carnal mind perceives no beauty in him that he 
should be desired. His incarnation, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension, are events unparalleled for their sublimity, in the history 
of the universe. But man in his fleshliness, turns away from these 
scenes, with utter indifference. He is so prone to the earth, in his 
thoughts an^c affections, that all that is grand and captivating in the 
character of the Saviour affects him not.

The distinguishing characteristic of the Redeemer's mission, is 
strangely disregarded by the carnal mind. . The Father sent him, 
“not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might 
be saved”—He “came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” This purpose he actually ef­
fected. He laid down his life that the guilty might be saved. 
Matchless love! Shall not this subdue every rebel heart? Will not 
the mind be cured of its carnality, by the exhibition of love so dis­
interested and free? To one the cross of Christ is a stumbling block, 
to another it is foolishness. Against all this, the compassion and 
mercy of an insulted Jehovah, the carnal mind can still array it-

4. The carnal mind is contrary to the expressly revealed will 
of God.

Not only is it a perversion of high endowments, opposed to hu­
man happiness, and an ungrateful requital of providential and re­
deeming goodness, but it rises in direct hostility to the law of God. 
“It is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Pas­
sions and appetites have been given to man, with numberless facili­
ties for their gratification. But God has set bounds to them that 
they cannot pass. He has said to them, “thus far shall ye come 
and no farther.” The appropriate exercise of every faculty, both 
physical and intellectual, has been distinctly determined—“Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself” “On 
these two, hang all the law and the prophets.” The law of God, 
thus summarily expressed, covers the whole ground of human 
aSe^cy, an<i ^uman responsibility, and this “law is holy, just and

f\
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To this law the carnal heart is opposed. God says, “this thou 
shalt do," but man replies, “this, I will not do?’ God declares, 
This thou shall not do; but this, says the carnal mind, I will do. 
Thus the attitude assumed is that of rebellion, open and daring. It 
is enmity against God.

5. The adorable perfections of Jehovah are set at nought by the 
camal mind. God has not only required his creatures to love him 
supremely, but in his character there is every thing to win and bind 
human aflections to himself. He is the centre of all perfection— 
all moral loveliness originates in him—“Justice and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne, mercy and truth go before his face." 
How brightly are his attributes exhibited in the creation of the ma­
terial universe, as well as in the world of providence. “He mea­
sured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out hea­
ven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a 
measure and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance. Behold the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are 
counted as the small dust of the balance; behold he taketh up the 
isles as a very little thing.” His glory covered the heavens, and 
the earth was full of his praise, and his brightness was as the light, 
he has horns coming out of his hand and there was the hiding of 
his power. Before him went the pestilence, and burning coals 
went forth at his feet. He stood and measured the earth; he be­
held and drove asunder the nations, and the everlasting mountains 
were scattered: the perpetual hills did bow. his ways are everlast­
ing. The mountains saw thee, and trembled: the overflowing of 
the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his 
voice on high. Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord, my God, 
mine holy one? Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity.” He is “the Lord, the Lord God, mer­
ciful and gracious, long suffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and sin, and 
that will by no means acquit the guilty." In saving a lost world, 
he “is just and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.”

Such are the representations of his character furnished by the in­
spired writers, and all his works in creation, providence, and re­
demption, bear testimony to their truth. The intelligent mind that 
can turn away from such loveliness, must be debased—must be en­
mity. This alienation is indulged by the cafnal heart. It prefers 
the perishable objects of sense to the ever holy and ever living God. 
The affections being withdrawn from him, and fixed upon inferior 
delights, are regarded as sustaining an attitude of hostility to his 
throne.

In closing this discourse, permit us, beloved hearers, to call your 
•tiention to a few practical remarks,
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1. In the light of this subject, we perceive the justice of that 
sentence, which consigns the incorrigible sinner to unending perdi­
tion.

God has determined to maintain the dignity of his character, as 
the sovereign of all worlds. Occupying the throne of his holi­
ness, he cannot compromit the claims of his law; he will not sur­
render the rights of his moral government. It would effectually 
undermine his authority and tarnish his glory, if wilful and perse­
vering rebellion should remain unpunished. But this he will not 
allow. His sentence has gone forth, “the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” “The wicked shall be cast into hell, with all the nations 
that forget God.” “If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die.” “To 
be carnally minded is death.” The mind that has been enmity to 
God, by seeking supreme happiness in fleshly appetites, and earth­
ly pursuits, is to be separated from all that can promote its true 
bliss. It is liot only to be shut out of heaven, but to be cast “into 
the firq that never shall be quenched: where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched."

How appropriate is this sentence of the supreme Judge. What 
else could the sinner expect? If he prosecute his rebellion against 
infinite rectitude, and infinite benevolence, shall not the righteous 
Lord render to him according to his deeds? Will it not be but 
another manifestation of Divine goodness, to preserve the order of 
the universe, by an equitable execution of the penalties of his vio­
lated law? With inimitable force the Apostle of the Gentiles vin­
dicates the justice of God, and regards the rebel’s doom in endless 
perdition, as the result of his own wilful perverseness. “Think- 
est thou this, O man, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God.” 
Or, “despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and 
long suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee 
to repentance? But after thy hardness and impenitent heart, trea- 
surest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and revela­
tion of the righteous judgment of God; who will render to every 
man according to his deeds; to them, who, by patient continuance 
in well doing, seek for glory, and honor, and immortality, eternal 
life; but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that docth evil.”

This language of the Apostle expresses a sentiment uniformly 
taught throughout the sacred pages—and a sentiment which every 
holy mind approves. The day of final judgment, will be a day of 
righteous retribution. Then, while the righteous shall be reward­
ed, and the carnally minded be cast off forever; all heaven, “as 
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thundcrings, shall exclaim, Lord God 

THE ENMITY OF THE CARNAL MIND. 77

Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments; alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

2. From the sentiment we have been contemplating, may be in­
ferred the nature and necessity of the new birth.

The conversion of a sinner to God is, in the estimation of many, 
an inexplicable mystery. With the perplexed ruler of the Jews, 
they exclaim, “how can these things be?” But a careful consider­
ation of the doctrine of our text, and especially a painful convic­
tion of its truth, tends to enlighten the mind in regard to the na­
ture of this change. If the carnal mind be enmity against God, 
what is the new birth, but a removal of that enmity—“If any man 
be in Christ, he is new creature.” “Created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works.” “Be renewed, says the same writer, in the spirit of 
your mind, and put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness" As “that which is bom of 
the flesh, is flesh,” or corrupt, so “that which is born of the Spirit, 
is Spirit,” or holy. This change then, consists in the abandon­
ment of sensual delights as the objects of supreme love, and the 
surrender of the affections to God. The mind which was not sub­
ject to the law of God, is now won over, yielding cordially to its 
claims, and obeying all its precepts—“I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts;” is one of the special pro­
mises of the new covenant, and those who are the subjects of this 
blessing, are reconciled to God, reconciled to his government, and 
to all his requirements.

Nor is the necessity of this change less obvious. Wa have al­
ready adverted to the equity of condemnation, with respect to those 
whose minds are enmity against God. This enmity must be sub­
dued, or the justice of God will bar the gates of the new Jeru­
salem, excluding the sinner thence, and shutting him up in hell. 
But in another sense is this change necessary. He must bo bom 
again, or, he will not be qualified to enjoy heaven, even should he 
be admitted there. Holy beings and carnal minds can never dwell 
together in unity. If the sinner’s preferences and pursuits, are not 
changed, how can he be happy in heaven—minding the things of 
the flesh, how shall he appreciate and enjoy spiritual things. The 
light of God’s countenance would be to him the hottest hell. The 
society of the angelic hosts and of the spirits of just men made 
perfect would be- productive of intolerable anguish. “Except a 
man be born again, he cannot sec (or enjoy) the kingdom of God.”

3. Permit us, beloved friends, in view of this whole subject, to 
inquire; who will consent to remain estranged from God? Many 
of you for a series of years have cherished a carnal mind, array­
ing yourselves in hostility against your Maker. The grave is just be­
fore you—soon your bodies must lie down in its narrow chambers. 
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Whither then, 0 whither, will your immortal spirits go? What 
is to be your destiny in another world? If you die, as you are, in 
yOur sins, you must all perish. In hell, you must lift up your eyes, 
being in torment. How aggravated your guilt! how fearful your 
peril!—But the voice of mercy invites your return—your doom, as 
the foes of God, is not sealed. Jesus has died, that sinners might 
live. “God is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. Now, then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righ­
teousness of God in him.”

This is God’s plan of salvation—Coming to him, with a peni­
tent heart, confiding in the atoning sacrifice of his Son, and sub­
mitting yourselves to his authority, you will enjoy his favor in time 
and eteynity. What is your response to this appeal of infinite love? 
Will you not heed it? Will you not rejoice in it, and be saved?

May God, of his infinite mercy, impress truth upon your hearts, 
and make you the subjects of salvation, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory, forever! Amen.

NOTE,
To convince the sinner of his guilt against God, and to make 

him feel it, is doubtless necessary to be done, before he will wel­
come the message which brings him pardon and salvation. The 
whole have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

The scriptural representation of the condition and prospects of 
ungenerate man, is awful indeed. An enemy of God. This ex­
pression seems to comprehend all wickedness. To hate God, is 
to hate his being, his attributes, his providence, his laws, and his 
method of recovery and salvation proposed in the gospel. The 
gospel exhibits the conditions of reconciliation. Through the sa-j 
crifice of Christ, “God can be just, and the justifier of him who

-believeth in Jesus." Here we have the grounds, upon which God 
proceeds in the restoration of ruined man; the message of mercy 
which offers forgiveness; and the means by which the enmity is 
alain in the heart of the rebel. Precious gospel! This is good 
news,—these are glad tidings of great joy. Harken and your 
souls shall live. “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.” Whoso­
ever shall fall upon this stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever 
it shall fall it shall grind him to powder.”—Ed.

THE DUTY OF WASHING THE SAINTS' FEET,

A SERMON,
By Elder John L. Dag", formerly of Loudoun County, Va., but 

now of Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

John xiii: 14.—“ If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet''

Every word of Jesus Christ is important; and every command 
which he has left as a rule of our conduct, ought to be punctilious­
ly obeyed. The words quoted above may be regarded as a part of 
his dying instructions to his apostles. Every circumstance con­
nected with the time and mariner of their being uttered, tends to in­
vest them with interest. No one deserves the name of his disci­
ple, who could knowingly neglect a duty recommended by such 
unparalleled love and condescension.

What, then, was the Saviour’s meaning? “If ye know these 
things," says he, (verse 17,) “happy are ye if ye do them.” We 
must know, in order to do, and if we mistake his design, how 
honest soever our intention may be, we shall not have fulfilled his 
command. If, on this memorable night, when he partook of the 
last passover with his disciples, and when he instituted the breaking 
ofbread as the memorial of “Christ, our passover, sacrificed for us, 
he designed to institute the washing of feet as another religious rite, 
till his second coming, together with baptism and the breaking 
of bread; then, this institution should be observed with punctilious 
carefulness; and no plea should be admitted from the neglect of it, 
to justify the neglect of any other divine command. But, if it was 
the Saviour’s design, not to institute a religious ceremony for the 
observance of his disciples, but to enjoin on them a whole class of 
moral duties of the very highest importance, it would be a lament­
able mistake, if we should substitute for these duties, a mere exter­
nal rite, which he never meant to institute.

To ascertain the Saviour’s design, let the following things be at­
tentively considered:

1. The particular duty enjoined is moral, as distinguished from 
those which are positive. w

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are positive institutes, because 
the obligation to observe them could not be inferred from any utili­
ty or apparent fitness in the things themselves. On the contrary, 
the washing of feet was not a mere ceremony, but a necessary act 
of hospitality which had been in use since the days of Abraham; 
Gen. xviii. 4: xix. 2; and it is accordingly reckoned by the Apostle 
rtul, 1 Tim. v. 10, in connection with other moral duties of like* 
kind, as the proper foundation of a reputation for good works. 
“Well reported of for good works, if she have lodged strangers, if 
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she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, 
if she have diligently followed every good work.” It is the utili­
ty of the act which gives it a place among the “good” works here 
enumerated. In those days, when travelling was so generally per­
formed on foot, and when the feet were shod with mere sandals; to 
wash the feet of the wayworn stranger was not a mere ceremony, 
but one of those “good works which are profitable unto men,” and 
to be maintained “for necessary uses." Titus iii. 8, 14.

2. The example of the Saviour recommends the act on the 
ground of its utility.

When Peter wished his hands and his head to be washed, “Je­
sus saith unto him, He that is washed needeth not, save to wash 
his feet.” The two words here rendered wash, are different in the 
original; the former, denoting a washing of the whole body; and 
the latter, which is the word used elsewhere throughout the nar­
rative, li partial washing, as of the hands or feet. The sense is— 
he that has been bathed, needs only to wash his feet, which may 
have been defiled in walking from the bath • The apostles had 
bathed themselves before sitting down -to the Paschal Supper, and 
therefore did not need any washing except of the feet. On this need, 
small as it may appear, the Saviour placed the fitness and proprie­
ty of the act which he performed. He was willing to set an ex­
ample of performing the least possible act of real kindness; but he 
would not extend that act a whit beyond the line of necessity and 
utility. Beyond this line, it was no longer an act of kindness, but 
a burdensome ceremony. As what the Saviour did wasnot a mere 
ceremony, but a good work, for a necessary use; and as he therein 
gave to his apostles an example that they should do as he had done 
to them, (verse 15:) it is manifest that he designed to enforce on 
them something of practical utility.

3. It was not a single duty which the Saviour intended to enjoin:
This is apparent from verse 17: “If ye know these things, hap­

py are ye if ye do them." Duties were manifestly intended be­
yond the single act of washing of feet. Of these duties this act 
was a mere specimen by which they might know the rest; and 
knowing, practise them.

A proof that the washing performed by our Saviour was a part 
and specimen of a whole class of duties, may also be derived from 
verse 8: “Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet.

* ♦ Some interpreters take the first word to mean, not a bathing of the whole 
body, but a washing of the hands and face, which the disciples are supposed to 
have performed before taking their place) at Supper. “He who washeth his 
fhce and hands is considered sufficiently clean, and needs no other washing un­
less Ujis mark of civility, that his feet be washed by a servant. This civility I 
exhibit to you, thus acting the part of a servant.” This interpretation, though 
lass satisfactory, because less conformed to the ordinary signification of the 
terms employed, will, nevertheless, serve equally well for sustaining the argu­
ment above presented.

Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” 
The true import of this answer seems to be this: If I may not 
wash thy feet, (so the word here used implies,) I may not, on the 
same ground, render to thee any of the great benefits resulting 
from my humiliation, in which I came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give my life a ransom for many. If I 
may not perform to tie: acts of condescending kindness, thou hast 
no part with me. As in this declaration, the washing of Peter's 
feet was made by the Saviour a specimen and representative of all 
his acts of condescending kindness; so the washing of feet, enjoined 
upon Peter and his fellow apostles, was intended to include all the 
acts of condescending kindness which they could perform towards 
their brethren. “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
also love one another: as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another: By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another:" verse 34, 35.

4. It is an argument of weight against regarding the washing 
of feet as a religious ceremony instituted in the church, that it 
does not, like baptism and the Lord’s Supper, typify Christ.

The Lord’s Supper, in a lively figure, shows forth the death of 
Christ; and his baptism, his burial and resurrection. These stand­
ing ordinances of the Christian Church lead the mind directly to 
the great Author of our salvation, and to the atoning sacrifice by 
which that salvation had been effected. These ordinances teach us 
the grand doctrine of redemption, in a language which infinite 
wisdom has invented for the purpose. To this great doctrine these 
witnesses bear their testimony in a voice, long and loud, through 
all the revolutions of centuries, and above all the tumults of here­
sy. What does the washing of feet teach us of Christ, or of re­
demption by him? Does it lead the believer away from himself, 
and all his own works of righteousness, to the atoning sacrifice or 
the justifying righteousness on which he must rely for salvation? 
It might serve, as a religious rite, to remind those of a duty to be 
performed, whose faith rests upon such duty for righteousness; but 
of him who is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth, of his suffering and death as the means of our sal­
vation, it tells nothing.

5. The washing of feet was not practised as a religious rite by 
the primitive Christians.

That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper were so practised, we have 
the clearest evidence, both from the Scriptures and the writings of. 
the Christian fathers; but not so with regard to the washing of feet. 
It is not necessary to pursue this subject beyond the clear light of 
scripture, into the comparatively dark field of investigation which 
Ecclesiastical history presents; as the testimony which this less sa­
tisfactory source of evidence affords, though entirely consistent 
with the testimony of Scripture, is not needed, either for elucida­
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tion or confirmation. On opening the inspired history of the 
church, we read, at the very beginning, “They that gladly recei­
ved his word were baptized: and they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." Baptism is frequently mentioned in the subsequent his­
tory; and in the 20th chap. 7th ver. express mention is made that 
“The disciples came together to break bread.” But not a chapter, 
not a verse, in all the Acts of the Apostles, contains an intimation 
that any church, or any company of disciples, ever assembled to cele­
brate the washing of feet. In the Epistle to the Romans (ch. 6) a 
reference is made to baptism; and an explanatioh given of its im­
port. The first chapter of the next Epistle (the first to the Corin­
thians) contains an account of several baptisms; and the 11th chap, 
a very particular account of the institution of the Supper, and of 
abuses in its observance, which had already crept into the practice 
of the chqjrch of Corinth. But in these Epistles, and in all those 
whitjh follow, no allusion whatever is found to the washing of feet, 
as a rite, observed by the churches.

There is, indeed, one passage, and only one, in which the washing 
of feet is mentioned, and this passage, 1 Tim. v. 10., furnishes deci­
sive proof, that it was not practised as a church ordinance, as were 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. To demonstrate this, we have but 
to substitute, in the passage, the mention of these acknowledged or­
dinances; and the incongruity of such a connexion will immediate­
ly appear: “Well reported of for good works; if she have brought 
up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have been bap­
tized, or received the Lord’s Supper, if she have relieved the af­
flicted, if she have diligently followed every good work.” As it 
must be supposed of every widow in the church, that she had been 
baptized and had received the Lord’s Supper; no “if,” with respect 
to these ordinances, could be admitted; and no one widow could, on 
account of her having observed them, be more entitled to honor, than 
any other. The same would have been true, concerning the wash­
ing of feet, if this also had been a religious rite in common use in 
the churches; and it would have been a manifest absurdity, to state 
the fact of any church member having performed the rite, as a rea­
son for regarding him or her as specially entitled to reputation for 
good works, or to honor from the church.

There is, therefore, not only a total want of proof, that such a 
religious rite was anciently observed: but there is, (what few cases 
in controversy furnish,) a proof of the negative, which is as clear 
and satisfactory as any such proof can be expected to be.

These considerations show clearly, that it was the Saviour's de­
sign to enforce a whole class of moral duties, and not to institute a 
religious ceremony; and that he was so understood by his apostles. 
He who washes the feet of a saint, when those feet do not need 
washing, is as if he gave a cup of cold water to a disciple who is 

not thirsty. He may indeed make a show of voluntary humility, 
but he does not fulfil the command of Christ, norimitate his exam­
ple. He ought to remember that Christ declined to wash the hands 
and head of Peter; not because there would have been less show 
of humility in so doing, but because- those parts did not need 
washing. He, therefore, who washes the feet of a saint, when 
these feet do not need washing, instead of obeying or imitating 
Christ, does that which Christ refused to do. And be who washes 
the feet of a saint, merely as a religious rite, without considering 
or caring whether the act which he performs is necessary and use­
ful, is just as far as the other from obeying or imitating the Re­
deemer.

If after a careful consideration of the subject, we have satisfacto­
rily ascertained that our Saviour designed his disciples should per­
form towards each other every needful act of condescending kind­
ness, even the smallest and the most servile; let us be ready with 
promptness and pleasure to fulfil his will. If we know these 
things, happy are we if we do them. If we have the spirit of Christ, 
we shall be ready, when need requires, to lay down our lives for 
our brethren, or give them a cup of cold water, or wash their feet, 
or render them any other comfort. In so far as by any of these 
means, we seek to promote the happiness of a disciple of Christ, 
our good deeds will be remembered; and the great Judge, in the 
last day, omitting all mention of our most labored religious cere­
monies, will bring that act of kindness to mind, and will say: “In 
as much as ye did it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
did it unto me."

We are much obliged to Elder Dagg, for the foregoing excellent 
little sermon. It satisfactorily illustrates the particular passage un­
der consideration, and leaves the ordinances of the Gospel, baptism 
and the supper, to occupy their own prominent and exclusive posi­
tion. There is a very respectable body of Christians beyond the 
Blue Ridge, into whose bands we would, on this account, gladly 
place it. But we avail ourselves of the space left vacant in the 
present No. to enlarge a little upon that Wass of moral duties, to 
teach and enforce which, was the design of our Lord in washing 
the feet of his disciples. . These are of deep and universal interest.

The gospel does not propose to make men neglectful of their 
own interests, their true interests, not even in the present life. Nor 
does it encourage them to become “busy bodies in other men’s mat­
ters.” But it does inspire a high and noble preference for the wel­
fare of others, when contrasted with one’s own personal gratifica­
tion and ease. This feeling, created and cherished, is the very 
spirit of the gospel. Either this position is true. or.
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1. Christianity requires of its friends no sacrifices whatever, ab­
solutely none. In the oblation, or offering sense of the term sacri­
fice, it is true that every act of internal or external obedience, every 
act of public or private worship, is a sacrifice. Or rather the 
whole life of the Christian is one perpetual oflering-up of himself 
to God in his service. “We beseech you therefore brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service." 
Rom. xii: I. But in that sense of the term, in which it denotes 
personal inconvenience, all sacrifices are made with a view to the 
welfare of others. If there are others, what are they? The perusal 
of the scriptures? The offering of homage to the name of God in 
His own house on His own day? Is it prayer, or praise, or the de­
votion of the best affections of the soul to Christ? In these, and all 
similar services, the soul finds peace, and safety, and joy, rather than 

" personal incomfenience. Either this position, that the gospel in­
spires a tqgh and noble preference for the welfare of others, to one's 
own gratification, is true, or,

2. The self-denial of primitive Christians was uncalled for, and 
useless. Every instance of profession of the name of Christ, in 
primitive times, rendered the professor liable to a forfeiture of all 
the rights and privileges of citizenship, without any diminution of 
its obligations. The single fact, that the “sect was everywhere 
spoken against,” implied jeopardy of credit, employment, property^ 
and every thing of a worldly sort. But never was society founded 
upon more fraternal feelings. They “bore one another’s burdens " 
While others had need, no man deemed anything that he possessed 
“Ais own.” The whole body of believers were of the same princi­
ples with him, who not only said, but acted in accordance with the 
declaration, “I count not my life dear unto myself, if I might but 
finish my course,” etc. And

3. In the voluntary Sacrifice of himself for sinners, Christ was 
our substitute only, and not our example, if we are not inspired by 
the gospel with the feeling, that the welfare of others is preferable 
to our own ease.

That Christ was our substitute, in a peculiar sense, is a glorious 
truth—the great truth of the New Testament, and of the Bible. 
We had sinned, and must have endured the penalty, if he had not 
interposed on our behalf. Not more certainly do its own effects 
follow from any cause in nature, than does punishment follow 
transgression against God’s laws, unless some intervening cause 
prevents. Sooner might the most fragile body be tossed from the 
loftiest eminence without injury, than could the laws of Heaven 
be violated, and no suffering endured. When man sinned, he must 
suffer, either in himself, or in his substitute. This was the testi­
mony of Christ. “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.” 
This was the ministry of his apostles. “We preach not ourselves, 

but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.” This has been the experience of God’s people in every age.

Let me tell you of the triumphs of the cross over death, in the 
experience of two eminent Christians in modern times.

Hannah More was not more distinguished for her various talents 
than for her ardent piety. She died, full of intellectual vigor, at 
the advanced age of 82 years. In her last ten years she wrote as 
many volumes, of the best of her works, and in her worst health. 
The day before her death, she awoke from a stupor and said, “Talk 
of the cross, the precious cross.” A moment before her death, a 
friend repeated the text, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin." When she devoutly and emphatically uttered the 
words “cleanseth—blessed Jesus!” and died.

Andrew Fuller was one of the most distinguished men of mo­
dern times;—in intellect, an oak of Bashan; in piety, a cedar of 
Lebanon. Hear his dying experience: “As to bodily pain, I feel 
as if all misery were concentrated in me, yet I cannot die. I have 
no exstacy, no despondency, but relying on the atonement, I can 
plunge into eternity.”

But our argument is this: If Christians are not to suffer for the 
welfare of others, then Christ was, when he suffered, our substitute 
only, and not our example. But he was both. The Apostle John 
does not come to the conclusion, that “we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren,” without the premise, “Christ laid down his 
life for us.” 1 Jno. iii: 15. If the foregoing remarks are just, it 
follows,

1. That unconverted people are deceived, when they expect to 
become religious only for their own enjoyment. The gospel does 
not address itself to the cupidity or selfishness of men. Religion 
is not a necessary evil to which you must submit, to avoid a greater. 
If you do not love her supremely, and for her own sake, you are 
her enemy. Of this truth our satisfaction is perfect, that until the 
heart is willing to take God alone as its portion, everything else 
being relinquished if opposed, piety does not exist. The first 
Christians when called to do so, forsook all for Christ: houses, lands, 
father, mother, every person and thing on earth.

2. That the religion of those, whose profession of it costs them 
nothing, is at least doubtful. They are volunteers, merely for 
show: they never enter the field of war, either in offence or defence. 
“With such artillery armed, well may the church wage unsuccess­
ful war. Vice with a sword of straw, the unheeded volley parries 
wide, arid stands a fearless, an undaunted mark.” The opposition 
of the world, the flesh and the devil is to be sustained, without hel­
met or shield; “Our species up in arms” are to be brought into 
“captivity” to Christ, and not a weapon lifted for the conquest. 
Verily this is a religion neither of the New Testament nor of the
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3. The gospel inculcates unlimited philanthropy. Its benevo­
lence is as expansive as the human race. It teaches us that every 
man is our neighbor, and that every disciple of our Lord is our 
brother. What a spirit! Were it common, it would change this 
lazarhouse of woe into a terrestrial paradise. And yet it proposes 
only what is practicable. Let every man, in the most warlike na­
tion, the most quarrelsome neighborhood, the most pettish family, 
seek the welfare of others and not his gratification, and the work 
is done.

It was beautifully and forcibly remarked by Robert Hall, that 
in every well balanced mind, there is a due regard to one’s town 
interest—a just attention to private attachments—and a proper con­
cern for the welfare of the species in general. These well under­
stood, can never conflict. It could never be the duty of an individ­
ual to forfeit his own salvation for the salvation of others: because 
such a forfeiture cclild in no case tend to such a result.

Perfect harmony pervades the world of nature. The individu­
ality of every particle of matter is retained, while the laws of cohe­
sive attraction bind bodies together in masses. And no violence is 
done to either by the attraction of gravitation, or the centripetal and 
centrifugal forces.

The same is true in social life. If in the domestic circle, each 
seeks the happiness of all, and his own pleasure as a secondary 
object, one of the inevitable results will be the happiness of the 
whole. Of families are composed states, kingdoms, republics, em­
pires, the human race. Our brethren in Germany, who are at 
this moment disfranchised, imprisoned, and fined, for Christ’s sake, 
are our brethren. The benighted heathen are bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh. The wickedest of men are parts of the 
same apostate race with ourselves. And this wretched world is to 
be blessed by the instructions, example, prayers, and sacrifices made 
by the disciples of Christ. Brethren, our Lord^has made us the 
trustees of that estate, he has bequeathed to the miserable sods of 
want. In a certain sense, we are the executors of his will: we are 
the almoners of his bounty. Is suffering beyond your reach? 
pray. Are there ignorant persons near you? Instruct them. Dis­
consolate ones? Comfort them. Poor ones? Help them to obtain 
employment. Are others sinking while you are on ship-board? 
At least throw out a rqpe. The very object of our being here is 
usefulness. If this is not true, the metaphors of our Lord are 
Without meaning, “Ye are the salt of the earth, the light of the 
World.” “No man liveth to himself.”

EDITOR.


