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CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL,

A SERMON,
Preaehed by Elder James Fife in the Baptist Church in Char' 

lottesville in January last.

“ Christ is all, and in all."—Col. iii: 11.

The salvation that is in Christ, is adapted to the weaknesses and 
necessities,—to the guilt and wretchedness of man, as man, and as a 
sinner against God. In this respect, it recognizes no distinction 
among men, on account of nation, rank, age, sex or condition in 
life. “ In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcision; but a new creature.”* There is neither Jew 
nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free; there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”t And again, in 
the connexion of the text, the same idea is expressed; and in the 
text the additional ideas, that Christ is every thing to the believer, 
and that this is true of all believers. “ There is neither Greek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.” J

And how various and contradictory soever may be the opinions 
and prejudices, the feelings and actions of men, previous to their 
□uaintance with Christ, yet when they embrace him as their 

y hope of salvation, and become “new creatures, in him,” they 
understand the calculation which the apostle Paul had made, and 
of which he teHs us-the result, when he says Yea, doubtless, 
and I count all things but loss, for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things,'and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be •,
found in him, not having mine own righteousness which is of the

♦ Gal. vi. 15. t Gal. iii. 28. t Col. iii. 11.
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law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous­
ness which is of God by faith."*  Ue is the fountain from which 
flow all the streams of fertility and joy which bless them,—he is 
the sun which sheds forth all the rays of light and beams of heat 
which fall around and upon them. He is the “Alpha and Ome­
ga, the beginning and the ending, the first and the last.”!

In discoursing from these words, I propose to show, that in the 
gospel, Jesus Christ is all, in the doctrines to be believed; in the 
ordinances to be observed; and in the duties to be performed.

I. In the doctrines to be. believed: Christ is all. As regards 
wisdom to instruct, authority to legislate, and power to command, 
Jesus Christ is not only as Nicodemus supposed, “a teacher, sent 
from God," but he is emphatically, “The Master.” There is no 
prophet like Christ; there is no'king or lawgiver like Christ;

X, there is no priest like Christ; He was “anointed with the oil of 
gladness above his fellows.’ God does not reveal himself to sin­
ful mai1> but through Christ. “ Neither knoweth any man the Fa­
ther but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son wilkjreveal him." 
How familiarly did he speak of heaven, as "his Father's house!” 
The unfeeling subalterns who were sent to apprehend him, return­
ed without him, alledging as their excuse, “ Never man spake like 
this man.” Even those who did not immediately submit to his au­
thority, “were astonished.it his doctrine,” assigning as a reason, 
“for he taught as one having authority, and not as the Scribes?1 
It was not arrogance in him to say, “ I am the light of the world;/ 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall havethe 
light of life.” Nor was it officiousncss in him to counsel, “ While 
ye have the light, walk in the light, lest darkness come upon you." 
But it is necessary to descend to particulars. And as the whole 
scheme of salvation, in so far as the state, and relations, and pros­
pects of man are concerned, is included in his restoration to the fa­
vor of God, and his being made meet for the realms of bliss, we 
will under the first branch of our discourse, confine our attention 
to these two topics. The one, God's method of making and de­
claring guilty sinners righteous; the other, the means by which 
they are made meet for the heavenly inheritance. The one is jus­
tification ; the other is sanctification. But of both, Christ is all..

1. In our justification, Christ is all. This will most obviously 
appear, whether we attend to the explicit declarations of the Scrip­
tures, or to the facts and incidents which they record.

The declarations of the Scripture, on this subject, are plain and 
unequivocal. All mankind are found guilty of having violated 
God’s righteous and holy laws. “ The Scripture hath concluded

• * Phil, iii: 8. tRev.i:8,11. 

all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ, might be 
given to them that believe..’’* Now, justification is the pronounc­
ing of a person righteous agreeably to law; and includes in the 
gospel sense of it, acquittal from condemnation, free forgiveness, 
and acceptance with God. Those who are “ justified,'' are spoken 
of as having been “foreknown]' “predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of the Son of God]' “ called]' and prospectively “ glo­
rified.'f To the question, “What is the particular act, by which 
the sinner is justified, or brought into a gracious state?" the an­
swer is, "faith or belief in Jesus Christ.” And to the question, 
“ When does this change of state, from guilt and condemnation, to 
righteousness and acceptance occur?”. The only answer that can 
be given, is, "At the time, that the sinner believes in Christ.”

We are "forgiven" and "justified through faith in Christ's 
blood”! " Faith is counted for righteousness."“Weare justi­
fied by faith.”|| “Through this man (Christ) is preached the for­
giveness of sins, and by him all who believe are justified."^ 
To adduce all the evidence of this .description, would be to tran­
scribe a large portion of the New Testament. Great care is ta­
ken by the Apostle Paul, when he argues this point at large, in 
the Epistle to the Romans, to show that it is not by obedience 
to any law, the moral law, the ceremonial law, or the gospel 
law, that the believing sinner is justified, but by faith alone. In 
citing the case of Abraham, he makes it impossible for the Jew, 
who depended on circumcision, to think that the patriarch was jus­
tified by obedience to that law. “ Abraham believed God, and it 
(his belief) was counted to him for righteousness.”** Lest his 
meaning should be misapprehended, he repeats it. “We say that 
faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness, when he was 
in uncircumcision; and he received the sign of circumcision, as .a 
seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had, being yet im- 
circumcised."ft And the result of the argument is stated in these 
explicit words: “ We conclude,'therefore, that a man is justified by 
faith, without the deeds of the law,"ft or without “works of 
law,” there being no article, as the critics say, before either of the 
nouns, “deeds” and "law."

The case of the Gentile converts, under the ministry of Peter, 
in the house of Cornelius, is equally clear and decided. The 
Angel had instructed Cornelius in Cesarea, to send to Joppa for 
Peter, of whom, he said, “He shall tell thee what thou oughtest 
to1, do.”§§ Or, as Peter himself, in rehearsing the matter to the 
Council in Jerusalem, in his own defence, states it, “ Shall tell 
•Gal. iii: 22. tRom. viii: 30. t Rom. iii: 25. § Rom. Iv: 6. II Rom. v. 1.

T Acta xiii: 39. Rom. iv:3. +t Rom. iv: 16. tt Rom. iii: 28. It Acta 
i: 6. '• — 



90 CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL. CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL. 91

thee words whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved."*  On 
Peter’s arrival, he preached a sermon, of which the sum and con­
clusion was, “Through his name, (the name of “Jesus of Nazareth,”) 
whosoever believeth in him, shall receive remission of sins.”f 
The effect was, that “ the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word,” and after they had “ received the Holy Ghost, spoken 
■with tongues, and magnified God, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord.”| That it was by the act of faith, and not by baptism, 
or any other act, they were brought into favor with God, is evident 
on the face of the whole narrative. And with this, accords the fu­
ture references to the same subject. For example, in the Council 
of “the Apostles and Elders,” at Jerusalem, afterwards, in discuss­
ing the question, whether circumcision was necessary for salvation, 
Peter says : “ God made choice among us, a good while ago, that 

Mhe Gentiles shored, by my mouth, hear the word of the Gospel, 
and believe; and God put no difference between them and us, pu­
rifying their hearts by faith"§

• Actixi: 14. t Acts x: 34—43. 5 Acts xliv: 48. II Acts xv: 8—11.

To the same purport is the account given, of the introduction of 
the Gospel, among the Corinthians. “ Moreover, brethren,” says 
St. Paul, “ I declare unto you the Gospel which I preached unto 
you, and which also ye have received, or wherein ye stand; by 
Which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.”

It is on this principle, that the Gospel is “good news'' “glad 
tidings of great joy, to all people" It bears the same cheering 
intelligence to sinners of every grade, and in every place:—to the 
guilty and terrified man, who, on the borders of the grave, fears 
the terrors of the second death, and to the prisoner in his dungeon, 
loaded with chains, and expecting the torments of ap eternal hell. 
The promise, “This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise,” 
quieted the fears of the penitent malefactor; and “ It is of faith that 
it might be by grace,” has dispelled the gloom from the spirits of 
millions.

Among other inferences, fairly deducible from these premises, is 
this: that the whole theory of baptismal regeneration, is without 
warrant in the Scriptures. The Gospel teaches that the believer 
is justified, forgiven, adopted, and saved, by faith, not by baptism; 
and that the time-is, when he believes, not when he is baptized.

2. In our sanctification, Christ is all. Justification affects our 
State; sanctification our nature: the one absolves from condemna­
tion, the other prepares us for the enjoyment of God here and 
hereafter; the one is instantaneous, the other, progressive. Christ 
is all in our sanctification, because

First. United with him by faith, we derive all our nourishment 
and strength from Christ. He is the vine, his disciples are the 
branches He is the head of the body, believers in him are the mem­
bers which constitute the body. “ Surely," shall one say, “ In the 
Lord, have I righteousness and strength: evento him shall all men 
come; and all that are incensed against him,shall be ashamed.’1* 
Christ is “the head from which all the body, by joints and bands, 
having nourishment, ministered and knit together, increaseth with 
the increase of God.”t “I am the vine, ye are the branches: he 
that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me, ye can do nothing.”^ “ It hath pleased the 
Father that in him, should all fulness dwell,” and “out of his 
fulness have we all received, and grace for grace.”

Second. A perfect model is furnished for the imitation of his 
followers in the example of Christ. This is the only perfect pat­
tern in human form and human conduct, ever set before our sinful 
race. “ Even, hereunto were ye called : because Christ also suf­
fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his 
steps.“ He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also to 
walk, even as he walked.” || In meekness, patience, integrity, zeal 
for the honor of God, devotion, voluntary self-sacrifice for the good 
of others, in every virtue, we have in him a perfect original, which 
we are exhorted to copy. And whether we attain unto it or not, 
its perfection, so far from being any objection to it, is its highest 
recommendation.

Third. The gift of the Holy Spirit, under whose influence the 
work of sanctification is carried on, was procured by Christ. The 
belief of the truth, and the sanctification of the Spirit, are united 
in the great business of salvation. “ We are bound to give thanks 
to God, for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath, 
from the beginning, chosen you unto salvation, through sanctifica­
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”H For the necessity of 
these gracious influences, their object, the source whence they 
come, and the means by which they are procured, I refer you to 
our Lord’s valedictory address,•*  in which he says: “He,” (“the 
Spirit of truth”) who “shall guide you into all truth,”—“He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you."Tt -

Fourth. Every bestowment of the Father, and our very access 
to him, is by means of the intercession of Christ. In a way which 
we cannot comprehend, the Holy Spirit is represented as interceding 
for us. “ The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with groan-

♦ls:xlv:24. tCol. ii: 19. tJohnxv.—. 51Pet.il: 22. HlJohnii:6.
V 2 Thou, ii: 13. »*  John xiv. xv. xvi. t+John xvi: 14.



9% CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL.

ings which cannot be uttered.”* This is probably the work which 
is carried on within us: for the words which precede and make a 
part of the sense, are, “ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infir­
mities; for we know not what to pray for as we ought.” The be­
liever has, then, two intercessors: one on earth, within us; one in 
heaven, for us. For ‘'Jesus ever liveth to make intercession for 
us.” “ It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who 
is ever at the right hand of God: who also maketh intercession 
for us.”

• Rom. viii: 26. + Phil, iii: 10. t Phil, iii: 21. § Pialm xvii. 15.

Fifth. The very motives by which the believer is graciously 
constrained to love and serve God, centre in Christ. Such is the 
intellectual and moral constitution of man, that if impelled to ac­
tion at all, it must be by motive. Hence the Gospel is a system 
which includes motives. Love to Christ is a powerful motive. 
“ The love Christ constrained) us, because we thus judge, that if 
one died for all, then were all dead; and that he died for all that 
they vAo live, might henceforth live, not unto themselves, but unto 
him who died for them, and rose again.” The disciple wishes to 
be like his Lord, not only in glory, but in suffering: and this he 
expects, “That I may know him, and the power of bis resurrec­
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his dealh.”t And he will he thus conformed; and this is a 
motive. When the Lord himself was expiring, he said : “ Father 
into thy hands I commend my spirit." So when the Christian 
comes to the valley of the shadow of death, he says, with dying 
Stephen, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” The pilgrim begins 
and closes his journey with Christ. The sting of death being re­
moved, death is the gate of endless joys. In his resurrection, he 
expects to be like Christ: and this is a motive. “ The Lord Jesus 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body.”| It is this prospect that makes death a mere 
“ sleep;" the resurrection a brilliant morning; and eternity an 
eflulgent day. “ I shall be satisfied, when I awake with thy like- 
ness.”J

II. In the ordinances to be observed: Christ is all. It is the 
design'of the ordinances of the gospel to teach, emblematically, the 
truths of the Gospel; and to commemorate its facts to the end of 
time. Of these, there are only two, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper.

1. Baptism. In Baptism we are taught the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ. “Know ye not,” says the Apostle to the 
Romans, ‘tthat so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, 
were baptized into his death? Therefore, we are buried with him
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by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.”* And his language to the Colossians is of 
similar import, “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead. And you being dead in your sins, 
hath he quickened with him, having forgiven all your tres­
passes.”! , j

From these passages we learn that the death, burial, and resur­
rection of Christ, are, in a figure, reacted upon the believer, in his 
baptism. That is to say, the believer dies with Christ in his death ; 
is buried with Christ in’ his burial; and is raised with Christ in his 
resurrection: and that his baptism emblematically declares this. 
As the apostles were living witnesses ol the facts they saw; so bap­
tism is a perpetual memorial of those facts to this day, and will be 
so while time lasts. There are three that bare witness, the spirit, 
the water, and the blood. Baptism is a standing monument, a per­
petual witness of the facts on which our faith rests.

From the nature of things, it is impossible that compliance with 
an ordinance, can change the state of him who complies: it may 
declare it, or anticipate it; but cannot produce it. Abraham was 
not justified by his circumcision; but circumcision was a token, 
declaration, or seal, that he had been justified by his faith. And it 
testified the same thing to Ishmael as to Isaac; and to Esau as to 
Jacob; and it assured al), that if they were believers, as Abraham 
was, they were justified with him. Christ was not made, the Son 
of God by his baptism, but declared, and testified to be such. 
John the Baptist informs us that the very object for which he was 
sent to baptize, was “that Christ should be made manifest to 
Israel ” Accordingly at his baptism, Christ was declared to be 
the Son of God. He declared it by his obedience. The Holy 
Spirit declared it by his descent in a bodily shape as a dove, and 

' lighting upon him, to designate him as the person, of whom the 
Father spake, saying, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” Thus there were three that bare record at his bap­
tism : the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In like manner, 
in the case of every believer, baptism is a witness or declaration of 
the great deliverance, wrought out for us by the Son of God, in tri­
umphing over all our foes. The Passove/^vas a standing monu­
ment of the fact, that the angel of God passed over the first bom of 
Israel in the night of their deliverance from Egyptian bondage. 
And in like manner, the Lord's Supper commemorates the fact of 
his death" for us: “As oft as you do this, ye do show forth the

* Rom. vii: 3 and 4. t Col. ii: 12,13.
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Lord's death till he come.” The resurrection of Christ is, more­
over, always connected in the epistles, with baptism. As some of 
the Corinthians denied the resurrection of the dead, they must also, 
to be consistent, have denied the design of baptism. Thus their 
faith was vain, they were yet in their sins. If they were baptized, 
only “for the dead,]' or considering Christ as not raised, but in the 
state of the dead (and their baptism pointed out his resurrection,) 
they virtually gave up their baptism: it was to them an unmeaning 
ceremony. This I apprehend to be the meaning of the passage, 
“ Else what shall they do, who are baptized for the dead ? Why 
are they then baptized for the dead?” The Apostle Peter con­
nects them in the same manner in the text: “ Wherein” (i. e., in 
which ark) “eight souls were saved by water; the like figure 
whereunto even baptism, doth also now save us, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 

< towards God^ by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Whatever 
else may be true of this passage, it evidently teaches that baptism 
is a “figure;" that if it saves, it saves “by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ,” which cannot be interpreted to signify a mere auxi­
liary, or type of baptism; that the ark was a type of Christ, if a 
type at all; and that in what sense soever, Noah’s family were 
saved by water, they ente red the ark .previous to their being thus 
saved. .

2. The Supper. In the Lord’s Supper we have a living witness 
of the death of our Lord Jesus. “ Do this in remembrance of 
me.” “ As oft as ye do this, ye do show forth the Lord's death till' 
he come.” “ The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” In this Institu­
tion, Christ is all; for the very design of it is, that it should be a 
memorial of his sufferings and death.

There are several particulars, in which Baptism and the Supper, 
are in contrast with each other. Baptism is an individual com­
mand, to be observed by each believer as such. “ He that believeth 
and is baptized, shall be saved.” The Supper is a church ordi­
nance, to be observed by the whole body of believers worshipping 
in one place, in their collective capacity. “ Drink ye all of it” 
“ As oft as ye do this,” etc. Baptism is to be observed but once; 
the Supper, often. Baptism represents the burial and resurrection 
of Christ, which implies his death; but the Supper his death alone. 
If these views of the case are scriptural, it follows that to celebrate 
the ordinance of the Supper, in prison, or on one’s death bed is 
neither a duty nor a privilege. But while the main object of the 
Institution appears to be to commemorate the death of Christ, it also 
inculcates other important truths. It reminds us of the proper hu­
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manity of our Lord: for he died. It reminds us of his dignity 
and glory: for what Apostle, or Prophet, or lawgiver, requires 
himself to be thus commemorated? It reminds us that his death 
was sacrificial: that he shed his blood for “ the remission of sins.” 
And it anticipates the future appearance of Christ according to his 
promise: for the institution is to be perpetuated “until he come" 
It implies faith in Christ; for his body must be discerned in the 
feast. And it is a pledge of sincere union among his followers 
themselves; while it is strikingly emblematical of that spiritual 
feast which the soul enjoys by faith, .in the reality, which the sym­
bols signify. Hence we are commanded to “ keep the feast, not 
with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

As regards the question, “How often should a church comme­
morate the Lord's death ?” there is no law given by the Master 
or his Apostles. It is not stated whether it shall be daily, weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly. “ As oft as ye do it,” are the only words 
in reference to the subject.

It is argued by those who contend for weekly communion, that 
to break bread was the main thing, the very object for which the 
disciples convened on the first day of the week. And they adduce 
as proof the case of the church at Troas : “ And upon the first day 
of the week when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow: and continued 
his speech until midnight.”* In reply to this exposition, we ob­
serve,

1st. That an argument precisely as logical may be adduced from 
the collections ordered to be taken among the churches of Galatia 
and Corinth, that the main thing, the very object for which they 
assembled on the first day of the week, was to collect money. 
“ Now, concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given or­
der to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye, upon the first day of 
the week, let every one of you lay by in store, as God hath pros­
pered him,” etc.f The day brought them together, and when they 
were assembled it was convenient to make the collection. They 
availed themselves of the occasion.

2. Let it be remembered that there had met at Troas, at that 
time, several other eminent ministers, besides the Apostle Paul. 
(See ver. 4th.) Is it unreasonable that on such an occasion, the 
church should conclude to break bread on the approaching Lord’s- 
day, on the supposition that communion was not weekly ? It cer- s 
tainly is not. The practice is common in these days. . But it would 
not follow that the specific design of the meeting was to break

12
* Acts xx: 7. 11 Cor. xvL 1,2.
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bread; but that the occasion was made available. Let me illus­
trate by example. The court meets in this place on the first Monday 
in every month: not to try criminals, but to transact any business 
which comes under its jurisdiction. Now, if on a certain Mon­
day a certain criminal were to be tried, and defended by a certain 
eminent lawyer, what would be more natural than for a historian 
to say, “ Upon the first Monday in the month, when the court met 
to try the criminal, Tertullus delivered a speech to them, ready to 
depart on the morrow?” etc. But who would infer that the main 
business of this court, the very object which convenes it monthly, 
is to try criminals ? .

3. The exposition to which wo object, confounds the design of 
the Supper with that of the Lord’s-day, mars the beauty of both 
institutions, and renders them alike unmeaning. There is a moral 
fitness and significant meaning in the assemblage of the disciples 
on ever^ first day for religious worship: because it commemorates 
the resurrection of Christ. But the Supper does not commemorate 
that event: it commemorates his death.

4. Although it would be sufficient to allege, in the absence of 
precept or example for weekly communion, that the whole argu­
ment is a mere supposition: the argument seems rather to be against 
it. We know the disciples did meet together with our Lord on 
several Lord's-days after his resurrection, previous to his ascension. 
And there is not the shadow of evidence that the Supper was ob-j 
served, after our Lord’s resurrection, earlier than the day of Pente- 
cost. It is therefore more than probable that those who practise 
monthly communion, are as near as possible to the primitive prac­
tice.

If it be argued that the disciples did not fully comprehend the 
resurrection of our Lord until the day of Pentecost, the rejoinder 
is easy, that the Supper was not designed to commemoiate his re­
surrection, but his death; and with that fact they were acquainted. 
Even Thomas never doubted that fact, that Christ had died. In 
addition to these considerations, let it be remembered, that at the 
very time of the institution of the ordinance, the Master said, “ I 
will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day, 
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

In conclusion of our remarks on this branch of the subject, we 
would only observe, that in this ordinance as well as that of- bap­
tism, our Lord has used a familiar figure of language, in which 
the sign is called by the name of the thing signified. The wine, 
represents the blood of Christ; the bread, his broken body; ana 
ba;jtism, the washing away of sins by the blood of atonement.— 
The argument in favor of baptismal regeneration is therefore the 
same with that of Catholic trans-substantiation. Il baptism lite­
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rally washes away sins, stars arc angels, candlesticks are church­
es, and Christ himself was a rock. “ They did all drink of that 
spiritual rock, and that rock was Christ.” “ The seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches; and the seven candlesticks are 
the seven churches,” etc.

III. Christ is all,—in the duties to be performed.
In the sacrifice ho has offered—in the example he has set—in 

the institutions he has established—in the commands he has given, 
supported by surpassing kindness, blended with divine authority: 
Christ is the theme of the Christian Ministry. “ We preach not 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus’ sake.” “For none of us liveth to himself, and no man 
dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord, 
or whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live, there­
fore, or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end, Christ both died 
and rose again, and revived, that he might be the Lord, both of 
the dead and of the living.”

Not an instance can occur in all the vicissitudes of man’s history, 
in which duty cannot be learned or inferred from the precepts or 
example of Christ. “ Tribute to whom tribute, custom to whom 
custom, honor to whom honor, fear to whom fear, is due:”—to 
render to all their dues is the practical Spirit of the Gospel. These 
principles our Lord enforced by his example as well as by his pre­
cepts. Although as one of the royal family, and not a stranger or 
mere citizen he was under no obligation to contribute money to the 
support, either of government or of the Tcmpie, yet when called 
upon by the Collector at Capernaum, he instructed his Apostle 
Peter to repair to the water and cast out his line. The first fish 
that came, contained the didrachma, the precise sum requisite to pay 
the tax for both Peter and himself.

It is deeply interesting to see how the commonest duties of life 
which seem to be taught by natural affection, are sanctified and 
made spiritual by being performed with a view to the authority of 
the great lawgiver. Take, for example, the duties of husbands 
and wives. “ Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands 
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the Church, and he is the Saviour of the 
body. Therefore as the Church is subject u^jo Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own hushands in every thing " So on the other 
hand, it is enjoined, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
loved the Church, and gave himself up for it. So ought men to 
love their wives as their own bodies, for he that loveth his wife, 
loveth himself: for no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nour­
ished! and cherisheth it even as the Lord the Church.” The 
duties of parents and children are urged upon the same principle. 
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« Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right well 
pleasing unto the Lord." And to parents, it is said . And ye, 
Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, lest they be discour­
aged but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord." The duties of masters and servants; “Servants, be obe­
dient to vour masters according to the flesh—not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward-with fear and trembling m 
singleness of your heart as unto Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart with good will, doing service as unto the Lord, and not 
to men- knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance, for ye serve the Lord Christ" The exhortation 
to masters is: “ And ye, masters, do the same things unto them— 
give unto your servants that which is just and equal forbearing 
threatening, knowing that your master also is in heaven, neither is 

Sherc respect of nersons with him"
Let us then, dear brethren, count all things but loss, for the ex­

cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord. “I have, 
says the Psalmist, “set the Lord always before me, he is at my 
right hand, therefore I shall not be moved." And we beseech 
such of you as have no interest in Christ, and live regardless of his 
authority, to reflect on your criminality in treating the Lord of 
glory with neglect. Are you esteeming the world your “all in 
all,” instead of Christ? How uncertain in continuance is such a 
portion, and how unsatisfactory, if you had even all that Solomon 
possessed. Christ Jesus has durable riches with righteousness, and J 
he counsels you to come to him, and buy of him fine gold, that you 
may be rich. To him be glory and dominion now and ever more.
Amen.

The foregoing Sermon was communicated by Elder Fife for the 
columns of this work, in compliance with the request of a commit­
tee of brethren, consisting of Nimrod Branham, Benj. Mosby, J. 
R. Abell, Edward J. Willis, and Alexander P. Abell. It deserves 
an attentive perusal. The correspondence is omitted for want of 
Toom. And the Editor’s apology for the insertion of one of his 
own, at so early a period, is, that he has on hand only two in manu­
script, and neither of them seems well suited as regards the subject, 
to succeed Elder Fife’s. Several, however, are promised to be 
forthcoming at our approaching Anniversaries; and if we mistake 
not, our subsequent Nos. will at least sustain the character of the 
“ Preacher,” and meet the expectations of our readers.—Ed.

On the Nature and Necessity of Regeneration, 

A SERMON, 
By Elder Henry Keeling.

“ Ezcept a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.”—John iii. 3.

That religion, in the most comprehensive^term, is the most mo­
mentous subject ever presented to the contemplation of man, does 
not admit of discussion. And that in its bearings on individual in­
terests, it is the matter of the highest concern, is equally beyond 
the range of controversy: for it appertains to God, and the soul, 
andtetermty^ever^ concede(lj that tliere are some branches of the 
subject of greater, and others of less importance. Some dungs are 
appendages to religion ; others, constituent parts of it; and even °*  
these latter, some are of minor, and others of greater import. 1 hus 
it is with the human body : the raiment is an appendage required 
by comfort and decency; and the hand and the eve, although parts 
of the person, are not essential to vitality as are the lungs and the 
heart. We may consult convenience in deciding when and where 
we will worship; and taste as regards the manner of conducting 
it; provided nothing is done incompatible with the letter or spirit 
of the Gospel. But it is easy to perceive that no man can be a 
Christian without fearing God, and loving and honoring His Son ■ 
and it is equally clear that a misapprehension of the nature and 
design of positive institutions, as Baptism, the Supper, and the Ob­
servance of the Lord's-day, would not exclude from the favor Of 
God: I mean such a misapprehension as may be connected with a 
real desire to know and do the Divine will.

But the subject of this address, is one of fearlteaajnagnitude. It 
respects a change, without which, our Lord says, admission unto 
the kingdom of heaven, is impossible. It therefore claims our 
candid, serious, undivided, prayerful attention. <This, let us give, 
while we inquire into, , .. ,__

I. Its nature. There are three things, in each of which, it has 
been erroneously supposed to consist, and from which, it is n^es' 
sary to maintain its essential difference: Physical renovation; Ideal 
change; and the Baptismal laver. We will consider them sepa­
rately.

li
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1. Physical renovation. Notwithstanding all that has been 
said from the pulpit, in the lecture room, and by the press; after 
the lapse of so many centuries, it would seem strange, that with 
the Bible in our hands, mistakes should continue common, upon a 
matter of so much consequence. But every generation must in­
quire for itself; and the misfortune is, that the great mass, entirely 
neglect it, or attend to it very superficially. I distinctly recollect 
the impressions made upon my mind, in my early years, when I 
heard that a person was converted. Nothing of a moral nature 
entered into my ideas of it; nor had I any conceptions of there 
being in the case, .at^rwoluqtary agencjTon the part of the indivi­
dual himself, in turning to' Goff lt'rtf>p81r£d to me either as some­
thing accidental, as if pne had been bereft of his reason by a blow; 
or providential, as if lightning had struck one of my school­
mates. But as regards the nature of the change, I then thought 
it, what I should now call physical. And 1 venly believe, that 
many suppose, either that there is a new soul given to the subject, 
in this Mange, or that the soul is endowed with new faculties of 
some sort. But it would be equally reasonable and scriptural to 
expect a new body in conversion, as a new soul, or new faculties. 
It is safe to say, that the intellectual part of man, is unchanged in 
regeneration, except in so far as the love of truth and holiness may 
invigorate the understanding, and memory, and other acts, of which 
the mind is capable. We are not sensible, that after our conversion, 
there is any difference in our mental acts, either of intuitive per­
ception, or reasonings from premises to conclusions, or recollecting' 
the occurrences of the past, or purposing in regard to the future. 
Of the change in ourselves, we are conscious; we take cognizance 
of it in others, by observation ; and these both concur with the 
prediction and promise of the Scriptures, “ I will give them a heart 
to know me, that I am the Lord; and they shall be my people, and 
I will be their God; for they shall turn unto me with their whole 
heart."  Nor must the change under consideration, be supposed to 
be merely
*

2. An Ideal change: a mere change of ideas, opinion or creed, 
and religious hehdvior. That the terms in the Greek and Roman 
languages, corresponding to our phrase “born again'' “ regene­
rated," were in classic usage, employed in an inferior sense, is not 
denied. Cicero used them to signify recall from banishment; the 
Greeks, to express the Braminical notion of the transmigration of 
souls, and the Fathers to denote the resurrection of the body.f But 
there are two considerations in the present case, which are utterly 
fetal to the supposition that Christ meant, by being “ born again," 

* Jeremiah xxiv: 7. t Doddridge’s Lectures.

to say no more, than that Idolaters must worship the true God 
only, that Jews must substitute Moses for Christ, and that immoral 
and profane men must lead upright lives, if they would become his 
disciples. The first is, the incomprehensibility ol the subject, as 
contemplated by the mind of Nicodemus; and the other its total 
inexplicability, as acknowledged by our Lord himself. “ How 
can these things be? ” inquired that embarrassed Master in Israel' 
and “the wind bloweth where it listeth, and thouhearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit,” responded the Great 
Teacher.*  Is it supposable, that there could be any difficulty, in 
comprehending propositions so plain? No Jew could imagine that 
Jesus was a propagator of Judaism ; no Idolater could mistake him 
for an advocate of idolatry : to both, it must have been obvious that 
he came to establish a new system of things; and the transgressor 
of God’s laws, who thought he saw in Christ, a minister of sin, 
must have been uncandid or blind. The only remaining particular, 
from which it is of vital importance to distinguish this change, is

3. The Baptismal Laver. The arguments adduced by the 
friends of the theory, baptismal regeneration, are reducible to two : 
and these I will briefly, but fairly state, and answer. They main­
tain that baptism and regeneration are identical, because the Fathers 
used the terms, to be born again, and to be baptized, as of similar 
import—as synonymous expressions. This is their first argument. 
This is one of those arguments, in which the premises may be true, 
but the conclusion false. It would be a sufficient reply to this ar­
gument, to say, that while we pay all due respect to the early 
Christian writers, whenever they testify to facts coming under their 
own observation, we cannot admit their expositions of the sacred 
writings, as being infallible, until they give some evidence of be­
ing divinely inspired. Some of their interpretations are perfectly 
ridiculous. But it is easy to suppose that the Fathers may have 
used the two terms, “ to be born again," and “ to be baptized," as 
characterizing the same individuals, without supposing them to 
have used them as synonymous. It was no doubt true of the 
"baptized” in those days, that they were the "regenerated." In 
those times, when persecution was the lot of such as professed the 
name of Christ, and when that profession l^as always made by 
baptism, real piety and baptism would of necessity be commonly 
united 1 All who were converted, were baptized; and there was no 
temptation to be baptized, without previous conversion. When 
baptism and conversion or regeneration were almost invariable com­
panions, it was natural, and not wrong, to express by the sign, the 
thing itself signified.

•Johniii: 8.
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But the other argument used in the case, is entitled to more se­
rious consideration: it is, that the Scriptures authorize the use of 
the two terms by the Fathers, as of similar import, or identical 
meaning.

If this argument could be made out, discussion would end: for, 
from this authority there is no appeal. All we wish to know, is, 
what the Scriptures do say on this or any other subject, that we 
may believe and act accordingly.

One of the texts mainly relied on in the case, is that now under 
review. It is contended that the phrases, to be '■'■born again"*  
and to be “ born of the Spirit," t and to be “ born of water and of 
the Spirit,are used by our Lord as convertible terms. Of this 
I have no doubt. It is further contended, that to be “ born of wa­
ter," means to “ be baptizedand that both are of synonymous 
import with the phrase, used by the Apostle Paul, “ the washing 
of regeneration."^ All this is possible,and I shall not dispute it: 
it is rfiy own opinion. But it is still further contended that the con­
junction “ and," in both of these texts, ought to be rendered “ ever]' 
as it sometimes is very properly renderedand that then, “ the re­
newing of the Holy Ghost," will be equivalent to “ the washing of 
regeneration," and “ bom of the Spirit," equivalent to “ born of 
water," and that “ baptism" will therefore be the same with both. 
If I were to admit all this, too, it would destroy an important fea­
ture in the theory of the baptismal regenerationists themselves: a 
feature which I think ought to be retained. I have always under­
stood them to say that the gospel connects, inseparably connbets, 
the inward acts, and the outward acts, in religious belief and duty, 
and that we have no right to separate them. This is doubtless, the 
uniform tenor of New Testament instruction: “Believe," the in­
ward act; be “ baptized," the outward act. “ Repent,” the inward 
act; be “ baptized]' the outward act. “ Born of water]' the ex­
ternal form; “ born of the Spirit]' the internal change. “ The 
washing of regeneration]' the outward sign; “ the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost]’ the internal thing signified. And thus it is through­
out the gospel. And it does not matter in these cases, which is 
placed first, the outward, or the inward act: indeed the Apostles in­
vert them at pleasure. See, for example, that beautiful passage in 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, || “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart, that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.’ ’ Here the 
outward act, is placed first. But in the next verse, the order is in­
verted ; “ For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” The in-

• Jno. iii: 3 and 7. t ver. 6. t ver. 5. S Tit. iii. 6. 11 Rom. ix: 9,10.

ward act first, the outward last. I say that to admit this criticism, 
would be to obliterate the connexion between the inner and the 
outward act, because it would identify, or make them the same 
thing. But this is not my strongest objection to it. That which 
has most weight with me, is, that it is contrary to the usages of lan­
guage. I do not recollect any passage, in any book, sacred or un­
inspired, in which the author first states a proposition which is per­
fectly plain, and then adds an incomprehensible or difficult one, in 
order to explain it. And, yet, this is what these expositors represent 
Christ and his Apostles to have done. They say that to be “ born 
of water]' means to “be baptized," and that to be “born of the 
Spirit" is the paraphrase which explains it: that “ the washing of 
regeneration," means baptism, and “the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost]' explains it. They do not say so, in so many words, lu 
this is a result of the criticism, that “and” signifies “even” in the 
texts I have quoted. . ,

The only remaining strong text cited in the case, is in Peter s 
address, in which he says, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins.”* By 
no possible contortion of language, could “ the remission of sins,' 
or the condition and relations of the subject in that state in which 
sins are remitted, be made to appear identical with baptism in this 
passage. Therefore the proposition to be discussed is changed; and 
baptism is interpreted to be a command, to be obeyed, that sins may 
be remitted: the preposition “for]' being explained to signify “with 
a view to." The paraphrase would be, “ be baptized with a view 
to the remission of sins, or that your sins may be remitted.” In 
reply, it has been alleged that the preposition “for,” in this pas­
sage, should be understood as it is in texts of similar grammatical 
construction, in which it is rendered “ into," and “unto." For 
example, no one supposes, that in the words, They were all bap­
tized unto Moses,t that the children of Israel entered into subjec­
tion to Moses by that baptism ; or that in the text, “ I baptize you 
with water unto repentance,’ ’J John meant to say that his disciples 
became penitent by or in baptism. The latter required not only 
“repentance,” but “fruits meet” for it, before admission to his ordi­
nance ; and the Israelites were already under the conduct of Moses, 
previous to their immersion. This reply js satisfactory to my 
mind; perfectly so: but I am willing to waive it; and admit that, 
“for," may be employed here, in the unusual sense maintained by 
the advocates of baptismal regeneration. And what then ? The 
language is no stronger than the commission of Christ to his Apos­
tles. The order of that, is, “ Believe," be “ baptized]' and be

• Act*  ii: 38. tlCor. x.2. t Matt. iii. 11 and 8.
13
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“saved." The order of this will be, “repent," be “baptized" and 
you will enjoy “ remission of sins" My objection to the theory 
of those whose view I now oppose, is not that they maintain 
that faith and baptism have been united by the great Teacher,— 
that we have no right to separate them,—or that the man who wil­
fully neglects an external command, or any command, because he 
thinks he may be saved without obedience to it, gives evidence of 
want of principle incompatible with the supposition of his being a 
Christian:—my objection is, that they make “remission of sins” to 
depend on “baptism," and not on “ repentance and baptism." 
They expound to “repent,” and to “believe," to be acts, unto to 
which no promise is annexed; but mere preliminaries: and bap­
tism to be the act in which sins are remitted. Thus faith, which 
the whole gospel every where represents to be that, by which the 
sh»ner is justified, goes for nothing, until the believer is baptized. 
Although it is written with the clearness of the noontide sun, “By 
faith a man iS justified, without the deeds of the law;”* this theo­
ry represents the believer, who has it in his heart to obey every in­
stitution, and him who intends to be baptized, and is even now on 
the point of being baptized, asstill unforgiven, and under the curse. 
The soul is conformed to the moral image of God, but it is still 
under wrath, and exposed to torment. If this does not set at de­
fiance all equity, as well as do violence to the benevolence and theo­
logy of the Bible, I know not what theory could do it.

* Rom. iii;28. t Jno i. 13. t Jame* i. 18.

With a single additional remark, I dismiss this branch of the sub­
ject. It is, that until Christian teachers cease quibbling, the ark of 
God will be hindered in its motion forwards; and his enemies will 
go in triumph unto their own destruction: for they do not look at 
Christianity as it reads in the gospel, but as they hear it from our 
lips and see it in our lives.

To any inquiries respecting the nature and the manner of this 
change, it would seem that our Lord has attached his interdict. 
The subject is beyond the range of our investigations. But as in 
the natural world, we may enjoy the light of the sun, without un­
derstanding the nature of light, or the laws of vision; so in the 
spiritual world, faith, experience, duty, happiness, may be all plain 
before us, while we should enter a labyrinth of difficulties, were 
we to transgress the boundaries of what is taught us. We know 
who is the author of this change. It is God. “ Which were bom, 
.not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.”f We know the means: the divine word. “Of his 
own will begat he us, with the word of truth.”! We know the 
evidences; for it is added to the passage just cited, “ that we should 

be a kind of first fruits of his creatures." The lives of regenera­
ted men, resemble the first fruits of the field, and the firstlings of 
the flocks under the law, in two respects: they were the most excel­
lent,—and they were devoted to God. And we know the end, the ul­
timate issue as regards our final lot. “ He hath begotten us again, 
unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead; to an inheritance, incorruptible, undefilcd, and that fadeth 
not away.*  And we know its accompaniments. Let us dwell a 
little on these: for if we cannot investigate the nature of this 
change, yet if we can ascertain what are its invariable attendants, 
all the advantages of the most thorough acquaintance are realized. 
Of these, I mention

I. A renunciation of the world. Contemplated in their moral 
aspect, as objects of moral pursuit by human beings, there are but 
two objects of choice in the universe,—God,—and the world. And 
by the world is meant so much that is of a worldly nature, as any 
man hopes to obtain,—honor, profit, or pleasure. In this sense, 
the world is a very proper object of pursuit. Man was not crea­
ted with the instinctive love of praise, that he should despise the 
esteem of his fellow-man “ Whatsoever things are of good re­
port'' are recommended by St. Paul to the attention of Christians. 
And so important an item in the sum of a good character, did the 
Apostle consider “ a good report among them who are without,” 
that he made it essential to the ministerial office. It is the pursuit 
of the honor which cometh from men only, to the neglect of that 
which cometh from God, that the gospel condemns. And as Chris­
tianity never contemplated that her friends should relinquish every 
thing honorable on earth to worldly men; neither did she design 
that her disciples were to be, by their very profession of her cause, 
made the operatives of worldly capitalists. Property is a fit object 
of acquisition and of enjoyment, and is a vast engine of usefulness. 
And as it regards pleasure, why should the air be less fragrant, so­
ciety less gratifying, education and liberty less admired, or food less 
palatable, to any man, on account of his being a Christian? If men 
of the world will deceive themselves with the thought, that they 
are not more worldly than Christians, while these seek the world 
as a means, and in subordination to the chief gogjl, and they seek 
it as their ultimate object, they must deceive themselves: we can­
not help it. But take care, ye disciples of Christ, that the world 
does not get too strong a hold upon your affections, and engross too 
much of your application and energy. For, “whatsoever is bom 
of God, overcometh the world; and this is the victory that over- 
eometh the world, even our faith.”! The Apostle Paul represents

» 1 P«t. i: 4. 11 Jno. v. 4. 
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it as one of the characteristics of the Ephesians before their conver­
sion, that they “walked according to the course of this world 
and he describes their condition in these general terms, 11 dead in 
trespasses and sins." Their change from that state, he expresses 
in the words, “ quickened together with Christand the antithesis 
requires us to understand that they did not subsequently walk ac­
cording to the course of this world. “ Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.’’t

2. An abandonment of sin. I am not a perfectionist: and there­
fore do not contend that the Christian is free from all sin, in thought, 
word, and deed, in this life. He feels that he is not yet on the top 
of the hill, but he is ascending ; he secs that he has not reached 
the opposite shore, and that the winds and tide are sometimes 
against him, But he docs not relinquish his oar. This was the ex­
perience of the Apostle Paul, “Notas though I had already at­
tained, either were already perfect: but this one thing I do, forget­
ting the things which are behind, 1 press forward.” I have known 
some very good sort of people, and I believe they were pious, (they 
were members of our churches) who were scarcely aware that 
they were sinners. They could be angry, idle, impatient, discon­
tented, and cold in the service of God; and yet they were not deep­
ly sensible that they were great sinners. And I have known emi­
nent saints, whose experience was like that of the patriarch, when J 
he said to the Lord, “ I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: wherefore 1 repent and abhor 
myself in dust and in ashes.” Or like that of President Edwards, 
when his sins seemed like vast mountains above him, threatening 
to crush him. A very common-place orator might be perfectly sa­
tisfied with his performances; while such a man as Tully might 
shudder at the greatness of the task of a speech in the forum. Ma­
ny a scribbler composes his most careless productions with great 
self-complacency; while such men as Robert Hall are tormented 
with a sense of their own incompetency. Many a general of or­
dinary abilities assumes the heaviest responsibilities quite convinced 
of his own adequacy: but such a man as Washington, whether he 
repaired to the camp and to the field to defend his country’s rights, 
or entered her halls for purposes of legislation, did it with great 
diffidence.

Although the believer feels, deeply feels that he is a sinner,—a 
poor helpless sinner, in himself considered,—and that sin mixes 
itself with all he does, even his best devotions: yet, he knows also 
that he does not sin wilfully, that he does not belong to the enemies 
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of God and of Christ. He aims at holiness. He docs not intend to 
sin. And the prevailing bent of his heart and life is obedience to 
the divine law. This 1 apprehend to be the meaning of the text, 
“We know that whosoever is begotten of God, sinnetn not: but he 
that is born of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth 
him not.”* And the text, “Whosoever is born of God, doth not 
commit sin; for his seed rcmaineth in him, and he cannot sin, be­
cause he is born of God.” t

• Eph. ii: 1—3. t 1 Jno. ii: 15.

3. A cordial submission to the authority of Christ. Every child 
of God has learned this lesson. And it has made an impression 
upon his memory and heart, as deep as if he had stood at the wa­
ters of the Jordan, and heard the declaration from the excellent 
glory, “ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” or 
on the mount of transfiguration, and heard the same words, with 
the command appended, “Hear ye him." \ AV ith him, the autho­
rity of Jesus Christ is paramount to all others. Popularity, essen­
tiality, expediency—all that class of authorities he utterly rejects. 
He does not ask, “ Can I not be saved without this ? or “ Where 
is the utility of that?” but judges, that to believe what Christ and 
his Apostles taught, that is faith; to do what they commanded, that 
is obedience.

How mercifully adapted to our weaknesses, as well as our guilt, 
are the provisions of grace I What if I cannot comprehend by 
any metaphysical investigations the nature of that change in which 
the heart is made new, and transformed to the moral image of God! 
I do know whether I have renounced the world—whether I hence­
forward take God as my portion, and so much of the world as he 
chooses to give me, in subordination to him: I do know whether J 
have abandoned sin—whether the prevailing desire of my heart is 
to know and do the will of God: I do know whether I cordially 
submit to the authority of Jesus Christ. If I do these things, and 
if these things are invariable accompaniments of the new birth, 
then I am born again; then I have experienced that change, in the 
absence of which are found all the barriers to admission into the 
kingdom of God. We shall briefly consider,

II. Its necessity. The declaration is positive. There are no 
exceptions “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king­
dom of God.” To enjoy the Messiah’s rffign on eaith and .to 
enter the realms of future glory, are equally impossible to him who 
is not renewed in the Spirit of his mini, and made a child of God. 
We ofler only two arguments in the case.

1st. God’s government is a government of law. This law, all 
men of every age and clime transgress. This transgression is sin;

•Uno. v: 18. 11 Jno. iii: 9. t Molt, xvii: 5. iii. 17. 
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and exposes to the penalty. And although a change of heart does 
not justify the offender, yet, it is an invariable concomitant of faith 
in Christ, which does justify. “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ, is born of God.”* “ He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.”f If you compare these two texts, you will see, 
that the believer in Christ is both born of God, and an heir of ever­
lasting life; and that he who is not born of God, cannot heir eter­
nal life. It follows from these premises that the unregenerate are 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven by a procedure of divine 
justice indispensable in the case.

• 1 Jno. v: 1. t Jno. iii: 36

2d. The contrariety of our fallen nature to the place, and inha­
bitants, and employments of heaven, makes it impossible that the 
unregenerate reach that happy place.

The laws of existence forbid happiness when there is no corres­
pondence between the nature of the subject and the enjoyment it­
self. It is vain to tell a miser of the luxury of doing good. The 
richest delicacies are unpalatable to him who has no appetite; and 
the finest library would be useless to one ignorant of letters. I 
once heard a man, reputed for learning, say he had not read “ Pa­
radise Lost,” and would not read “The Course of Time.” He 
had no relish for poetry. But Cowper, when fifteen years old, read 
Milton and danced for joy; and thought the pleasure half lost, by 
not having enjoyed it sooner. Need I insist that a certain form'bf 
character is necessary for any given pursuit ? When voluptuaries/ 
■nd sensualists delight in the Bible and in prayer; then will holi­
ness give pleasure to the sinner. Then also will shadows turn to 
the lights which reflect them; and rivers roll from the ocean to the 
mountains. Not only must God prove unfaithful, (for He has said, 
“The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God”) but hea­
ven must be changed to a place of carnality and sin; or the sinner 
must be changed into a holy being; or admission into the kingdom 
of heaven is impossible.

Were the Divine compassion,—already great beyond our con­
ceptions, absolutely infinite, and exercised without regard to order 
and justice;—and were the atonement, already so valuable, as to 
authorize the universal proclamation of gospel pardon, of such a 
nature as to demand the admission of the unconverted sinner into 
heaven;—then heaven would be no heaven to him. The case is 
unalterable. “Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." A few brief inferences must suffice; and the 
rest be left for your own reflections.

1. How highly should we prize tho gospel! For it reveals 
God’s mercy to tne lost; the atoning sacrifice, through which this 
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mercy is extended; and is the means of working that Spiritual 
change which qualifies the believing sinner to enjoy the heavenly 
inheritance. The regenerate man does prize it. He reads it and 
studies it daily. And he loses no opportunity of hearing its truths 
expounded and enforced in God’s own house. Not so with the 
mass of men. The slightest excuse leaves the Bible unread, and 
the glad tidings unheard. God speaks, speaks in mercy and in 
judgment, and speaks through his only begotten Son. With those 
who hearken, he makes an everlasting covenant to be their God 
forever and ever; to the listless he declares, “ I will laugh at your 
calamity and mock when your fear cometh.”

2. How thankfully should the monitions of the Holy Spirit be 
cherished I In the injunction “ despise not prophesyings," we are 
exhorted in the most emphatic manner to love the divine word: 
precisely as the command, “thou shalt not bear false witness,” re­
quires the strictest adherence to truth. When, therefore, in the same 
breath, inspiration teaches us, “ Quench not the Spirit,” we are urged 
in the most earnest manner to cherish his awakening, convincing 
and sanctifying influences. And yet those influences are opposed 
and stifled. The Bible uses strong language on this subject. To 
resist, despise, quench and grieve, are the terms used by our Lord 
and his Apostles. And against these different modifications of the 
same crime, the most awful judgments are denounced. “ Ye stiff­
necked, and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost,”  is the charge brought by Stephen against the 
Jews, because they had “ received the law by the disposition of 
angels, and had not kept it.” And Saint Paul, demonstrating the 
aggravated condemnation of those who neglect the gospel, inquires, 
in terms of grief, and tones of thunder, “ If he that despised Moses’ 
law, died without mercy under two or three witnesses, of how 
much sorer punishment shall he be thought worthy who hath trod­
den under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of Grace?”!

*

3. How deplorable is the condition of the unregenerate 1 Is sm 
a disease ? This world is a vast lazerhouse of lepers. Is it trans­
gression ? We are a revolted colony of the empire of God. And 
of those who do not voluntarily submit to his authority he will 
say, “ bring hither those mine enemies who would not that I should 
reign over them and slay them, before my face.” Is it spiritual 
death ? Our race, unchanged by the gospel and the gracious in­
fluence of the Spirit, is putrefaction and bones. Do we feel for 
such degradation and such misery? Let us seize our friends, and

Actavii:5l. t Heb. x: 29.
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those who are next to us, even if enemies, and “pluck them as brands 
from the burning.” Our first and greatest difficulty is t<. make them 
see and feel their guilt and danger. The human mind instinctively 
shrinks from both. This is a part of our mental and moral consti­
tution • and is one of the greatest safeguards of truth and virtue; but 
it is abused by the sinner, who refuses to look al his moral relations, 
condition, and prospects. He must be forced by the hand of fideli­
ty and affection into the open light,—and be made to look at the 
storm of Divine vengeance which threatens and which will eventu­
ally burst upon every unbelieving soul,—and if in this we can suc­
ceed, he may ‘ere that storm has broken’ be pointed to the bow of 
peace in the distant horizon. But he must be forced to unclench 
the grasp by which he holds this world, before he will endeavor to 
lay hold upon the future. Without either gospel or law, man 
knows he is^depraved and wretched ; and that something must be 
done, that something great must be done, or he is lost, forever. 
Even the heathen know this, as is abundantly proved by their sa­
crifices and by their fears. The law when known, effectually con­
vinces of sin. The gospel assumes that man is in ruins: for, with­
out this, the gospel would be no gospel. And yet such is the infa­
tuation,—such is the insanity, which sin produces, that the sinner, 
acknowledging all the truths of the Bible, remains at case^—at 
ease in prospect of an eternal hell. Is not this a condition deeply 
to be deplored, and demanding the sympathies of every benevolent 
heart? If, among the hundreds of millions of human beings 
which people our globe, there were but one exposed to eternal 
wrath, and all the rest were in friendship with God, and admitted 
to audience with him in prayer, the conversion of that one would 
be an object worthy the combined intercessions, with strong cryings 
and tears, of that vast multitude. M ..

4. How should the bosom of the pious man swell with grati­
tude and praise, for his own deliverance from hell, and prospects of 
immortal bliss ! If, when God’s ancient people were permitted to 
return from their captivity, they sang, “ When the Lord turned the 
captivity of Zion we were like them that dream; then was our 
mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singingwhat 
must be the transport and surprize of the true Israelite on leaving 
this land of bondage for the heavenly Canaan,—the everlasting 
rest. With some of us, our captivity is nearly expired,— with all 
of us, brethren, our “ salvation is nearer than when we believed. 
“ Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be dili­
gent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot and 
blameless.’^ Amen!


