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A SERMON,
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Pastor of that Church.

“ This is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
Heaven''—Gen. xxviii: 17.

It was night on the mountains of Judea. The patriarch Jacob, 
weary with his journey, reposed in the midst of the sublimities of 
nature. He lay down with indifference, slept under divine protec­
tion, dreamed of moving armies of angels, and, roused by the splen­
did vision, awoke in fear of a present God. Not with slavish fear 
was he moved—not with the pangs of conscious guilt was he agi­
tated, like Belshazzar, in his unhallowed feast,—but with godly fear, 
such as the inspired Isaiah felt, and the apostle Peter experienced, 
did he exclaim as he arose, “ This is none other but the house of 
God, and this is the gate of Heaven''

We have assembled to dedicate this building to the purposes of 
our holy religion. It will perhaps be well to introduce these ex­
ercises with a few preliminary remarks.

In the first place, by this act of consecration we do not consider 
that in any peculiar sense we limit God to tffis place, “ God who 
made the world and all things therein, seeing he is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands. The uni­
verse is his sanctuary, the whole earth an altar. Our Saviour 
in his discourse with the woman of Samaria, taught that locality 
was not all that was necessary, that it was not even essential to true 
worship. “ Woman believe me the hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father.
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God is a spirit, and they that worship him, must worship him in spi­
rit and in truth.”

Secondly, by these services we do not attempt to give any extra­
ordinary sacredness to this place. By dedication, we mean only a 
solemn expression of the purpose for which this structure is reared, 
joined with gratitude and devout prayer to God that our design may 
be accepted and fulfilled. Nothing renders sacred but the presence 
of the eternal Spirit. Worship offered here will be no more ac­
ceptable, than prayer uttered in the closet of secrecy, or breathed in 
the midst of active business. The symmetry of architecture is no­
thing; the formalities of consecration are nothing; the harmonies 
of sacred song, and the utterances of human eloquence are nothing, 
any farther than they are prompted and approved by the Divine fa­
vour. But pious love transforms every fragment of creation into a 

(Sacred altar, every cottage to a temple, in which we may worship 
God acceptablyfor

•* Where’er we seek him he is found, 
And every place is holy ground.”

The New Testament, it is true, records no service of a specific 
character like the one in which we are now engaged, and on this 
account some have scrupled as to its propriety. But it is at least q 
foolish scrupulosity, which overlooks the evident spirit of the writ< 
ten word, and demands that every step should be guided by specific 
precedents. It is one of the great excellences of Christianity, that 
it has but very few positive requisitions, and those of the simplest 
character, while the broad views of duty which it unfolds are left 
to be modified by the ever varying emergencies of the condition in 
which we are placed. The dictates of nature, in their place, are to 
be regarded as well as revelation; and it is one of nature’s strong­
est impulses to solemnize by public consecration those edifices which 
have been laboriously erected for public use. This moral instinct 
may well expend itself in outward services like the present- but a 
holier law of the heart is necessary to render our offerings accepta­
ble to God. With this, the cold bare earth where Jacob slept, the 
ocean rock, or the deep forest, may become a sanctuary of the pu­
rest praise,—

“ The solitude of vast extent, untouched
By hand of art; where nature sows herself
And reaps her crops; whose garments are the clouds;
Whose minstrels brooks; whose lamps the moon and stars ;
Whose organ quire, the voice of many waters;
Whose banquets, morning dews; whose heroes, storms;
Whose warriors, mighty winds; whose lovers, flowers 
Whose orators, the thunderbolts of God;
Whose palaces, the everlasting hills;
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Whose ceiling, heaven’s unfathomable blue; 
And from whose rocky turrets battled high 
Prospects immense spread out on all sides round.”

The craggy mountain top, scarred by lightnings, and hoary with 
the moss of centuries, the quiet vale, or the ocean roar, where the 
zephyrs sigh, or the tempest howls, may equally be the presence 
chamber of the infinite, where penitence may commune with a mer­
ciful God. “ He is not far from us; for in Hint we live, and move, 
and have our being." Our Lord prayed and preached in private 
dwellings, in the open air, by the road side, on the mountain, and 
on the lake, as well as in the humble synagogue and magnificent 
temple. Such, too, was the practice of the Apostles. Until the 
beginning of the third century, Christians had no places of wor­
ship more elegant and commodious than desolate glens and subter­
ranean caves.

These remarks are designed to guard against extravagance in 
one extreme; ultiaism in the opposite direction should be equally 
deprecated. It would seem evident that edifices should be express­
ly dedicated to the public services of religion for the following rea­
sons :

In the first place, such a proceeding is consonant to our nature. 
We are creatures of affection. It is the most natural thing in the 
world for persons of all conditions to form strong local attachments. 
The sacredness of sentiment is easily transferred to a familiar place. 
Who has not felt the strength of local ties binding him to places of 
peculiar interest? The home of our infancy, the school we first 
attended, the place of our converson, and the peculiar seat we have 
been wont to occupy in the house of God, seem more dear than all 
other places, and this too by the power of local associations and af­
fection. It is indicated by this constitution of our nature that places 
worthy of our regard should be erected, and that in houses erected 
for the specific purposes of religion we should have our own par­
ticular seats.

But, secondly, the course indicated above would seem to be the 
ordinance of God. The Old Testament records no scene of great­
er splendour and solemnity than that which signjized the dedica­
tion of the temple by Solomon. If it were necessary, it would be 
proper in this connection to illustrate the importance of consecra­
ting to this sacred use houses, not of comfort only, but of elegance. 
Mental tastes are not the main constituents of piety, but they are a 
part of man, and a very essential portion too. It is this peculiar 
endowment of the mind that renders us every where creatures of 
assimilation. We insensibly imitate that which we habitually ad­
mire. We are instinctively influenced by beauty of form and the 
charms of sentiment. He who cannot analyze or describe his 
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emotions, will as really feel the power of harmony or eloquence as 
the most cultivated, and will in every instance be ennobled by the 
exhilaration or profoundness of his feelings. A clown will grow 
respectful to others in a beautiful apartment, and the man of cultiva­
tion will feel more at home where good taste and intelligence reign. 
To neglect these is folly, to despise them is inveterate vanity. “ I 
tread on Plato’s pride,” said the cynic, “yes, and with greater 
pride,” replied the sagacious Plato.

In harmony with these sentiments, my brethren, you have erect­
ed this house, and have this morning invited your fellow-citizens to 
unite with you in this public dedication of the product of your la­
bours to Almighty God. If any ask, “ What mean ye by this 
service?" Your response is—This fruit of our toils, our contribu- 

< tions, and our prayers, we offer up to the service of our Father in 
heaven.

“ What ia thy own, to thee we give.”

The ceremony in which we are now engaged, is a simple decla­
ration of the purposes for which this house was built, and to which 
it is hereafter to be appropriated, and a public and solemn expres­
sion of our dependance upon God, whose presence and blessing we 
now invoke for the successful accomplishment of those purposes..

To what ends, and in what spirit are we now to dedicate this 
house ?

I. Wo believe in tho existence of one self-existent, eternal, im­
mutable Jehovah.

We adore him as the maker of the material universe. We re­
verence him as the Almighty who weigheth the mountains in a 
scale and the hills in a balance, indications of whose goodness we 
trace in the scenery of earth, and the draperies of heaven; the ma­
nifestations of whose power we perceive in the myriads of worlds 
that twinkle along the blue canopy of the sky, anil which is more 
wonderfully demonstrated in the creation of those intellectual fa­
culties in man by which beauty is seen, sublimity felt, and senti­
ment known. We believe that the material universe is destined to 
perish.

“ When wrapped in fire the realms of ether glow, 
And heaven’s last thunders shake the world below.”

But the soul, like God its father, is immortal. Now, as the 
Being of beings, who has endowed us with faculties capable of in­
finite cultivation, surrounded with innumerable facilities for im­
provement and motives to love in his works and word ; we believe 
it should be our first duty and highest aim to adore him as our Ma­
ker, Father and Friend. We dedicate this house to the worsjhip of 

Almighty God. Here may the heart, inspired by sweet and su­
blime contemplations, with meekness and lilial confidence breathe 
out its desires, and cheerfully consecrate itself to his disposal and 
service. When private or public prosperity attends the enterprises 
of busy life, here may you acknowledge the inspirer of every wor­
thy purpose and tho source of every good and perfect gift. When 
perplexed in your plans or oppressed by adversity, here may you 
look to heaven for wisdom to guide and strength to support. When 
exhausted with secular cares, when the six days of toil are done, 
here may you hail the Sabbath, enjoy its instructions, and be re­
freshed by divine repose. When conviction comes, and the pangs 
of penitence are felt, here let the sacrifice of a broken and contrite 
heart be offered up, and tho peace of reconciliation be sought through 
prayer to a merciful God. Then will you exclaim, “ How amia­
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth, yea 
even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord.”

II. As the worshippers of our Father in heaven, the Father of the 
soul, and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we feel 
that we have not yet set forth the highest purpose for which we de­
dicate this house of public worship.

As Christians, weare the creation of God in a higher sense than 
that which belongs to the symmetry of our flesh, or the im­
materiality of our mind, “ Ye are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus." This is that moral architecture which challenges 
our admiration and worship more than the building of millions of 
perishable worlds. It is the work of redemption. The whole 
world lay in ruins. “ Death passed upon all, because all had sin­
ned.” The mantle of midnight rendered all light impervious, ex­
cept the flames of divine justice. Then “ God so loved the world 
that ho gave his Son" to redeem us from merited death. The 
river of life gushed from under the eternal throne. The Messiah, 
foretold by prophets, heralded by supernatural signs, and proclaimed 
by divine voices, appeared in the midst of the race he came to re­
deem, and by taking the form of a mortal, put on a robe of suffer­
ing, and in it performed the work of God. Having lived our ex­
ample, he died our sacrifice, and “conquered when he fell.” He 
triumphantly led our captors captive, and ascWided on high, where 
he ever liveth to make intercession for us. We dedicate this house 
to the service of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

III. As Christians, we recognize a fact connected with our Sa­
viour’s ascension, and acknowledge the influence which we receive 
in consequence of his present intercession before the Almighty 
Throne. “ I tell you the truth,” said he, just before his departure, 
“ it is expedient that I go away ; for if I go not away, the Com­
forter will not come to you, but if I depart, I will send him unto
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you.” Of what is here meant, the sacred historian has prevented 
the privilege of a doubt. “ He spake of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.” A plan of infinite magnitude 
was unfolding to the Universe. The second act had passed. The 
third and last was to be signalized most. The blood of atonement 
had been offered, and the Spirit of all Grace was to descend as soon 
as Christ should ascend to his appointed throne. His reception into 
Heaven was the signal for more exalted hallelujahs in the realms 
above, and the active co-operation of the Holy Spirit on the earth. 
The Atoner ascended up on high, leading captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men. The enlightening, converting, saving Spirit, 
like a mighty rushing wind, followed downward the channel which 

i^the ascending Conqueror formed, bringing in his train the light­
nings of conviction and the efficacious healings of saving Grace. 
This was iMe donation, without whose aid, sorrow has no solace 
and death no cheering light. “ When he is come, he will convince 
the world of sin.” It is his prerogative to sweep iniquity from our 
globe, and leave the glory of goodness behind. This is the reno­
vating power who can “ create a soul under the ribs of death,” and 
transform the depraved human heart into a harp, the vibrations of 
which become harmonious with the choirs of heaven. This is tht^ 
illuminating influence, without whose aid, all teaching is vain. No 
other interpreter of Scripture is infallible. “ He shall take of 
mine,” said Jesus, and show it unto you.” This the saving power, 
without whose aid all hopes are hollow. “ Except a man be bom 
of water and spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” We dedi. 
cate this house to the worship of the Holy Spirit. May this be the 
theatre of his exercise and the residence of his glory. May those 
who come here not only honor God the Father, Christ the Re­
deemer, but also the Holy Spirit, the sanctifier, guide and enlight­
ener of the soul.

IV. As experienced Christians, we believe not only in the divine 
agency as fundamental to salvation, but also we believe in human 
instrumentality as the appointed means. The instrumentality 
which God seems most especially to approve, is the public preach­
ing of the doctrines of the cross. Nothing but the diffused know­
ledge of what God has revealed, will counteract the influences of 
blighting error. Sound doctrine is the foundation of the temple of 
salvation. . “ Add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge'' 
Not only is this required as fundamental, but intelligent views are 
to illuminate and adorn the superstructure. We are commanded to 

grow in grace and in divine knowledge." The doctrines lie har­
moniously in the bible, and a corresponding symmetry should be 
observed in their public exposition. Partial and distorted truth, is 
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but one remove from positive error. The libera) interpretation of a 
sound judgment, and the cautious discrimination of true piety, 
should always be combined in active exercise when those sublime 
truths are considered, which vitally affect the soul’s eternal destiny. 
The topics selected, should be generous and comprehensive; the 
manner of their discussion should be grave without moroseness, and 
vivacious without flippancy ; while the motives that inspire their 
enforcement should be constantly drawn from eternity. The pith 
of the whole matter has been happily compressed into the follow­
ing maxim: “Preach the doctrines practically, and preach the 
practice doctrinely.” A combination of this sort arouses the atten­
tion, enlightens the understanding, and confirms faith. We dedicate 
this house to the defence of the saving doctrines and positive ordi­
nances of the religion of Christ.

V. In order to secure any success to ourselves, or influence upon 
others, we believe in the right, and claim the privilege of free in­
vestigation.

Truth courts light. The advocates of truth must be full of that 
which they impart. The inspired inspire. The power of focal 
light is proportioned to the number of rays concentrated. In this 
consecrated place we are ever to deal with the human soul, that im­
mortal creation, to which the outward universe is subordinate, both 
in worth and duration. When elevated from its prone condition 
and cleansed from its impurity, we believe that the inind will unfold 
a grandeur, and shine with a beauty which nature’s splendor and 
sublimity never wear. The limited intelligence of one being can 
never elevate another above itself; but when well-employed, the 
learning of one may ennoble many by its influence. The under­
standing must be reached and powerfully exercised before enduring 
fruits of rational piety are produced. There may at first appear 
only the blade before the ear, and the full corn in the ear, but then 
that blade, however small the germ, must spring from sound, well- 
planted seed. Mere mental action is by no means moral excellence 
in and of itself, neither is this last usually found until the human 
intellect has acted strongly on religion. Truth planted in a thought­
ful mind, and nourished by the dews of heavenly grace, matures 
into the only harvests which the great Husbandman gathers in his 
garners above. - *

By quickening the mind, you enhance the power of conscience. 
Through active mind and the acute conscience, the truths of reli­
gion are illustrated, and its obligations enforced. The sanctuary 
thus becomes the sublimest sphere for intellectual exercise, for here 
the most tremendous questions are put at issue between man and 
God. In the human advocacy which duty requires should follow, 
every sweet aspect of nature should be made visible—every start­
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ling tone should bo heard,—the heavens, the earth, fruitful seasons, 
storms and thunders here should speak,—and the divinity of “ God 
manifest in the flesh,” should illuminate all things with splendors 
that arouse the stupid and console the meek. The vast spiritual 
faculties that lie dormant in depraved human nature, are to be legi­
timately aroused, and perpetually enlarged by the action of spirit 
on spirit, mind on mind. Truth is the richest gift of God, and the 
faculty of receiving and imparting it, is the noblest ever conferred 
on man or angel. We dedicate this house to habitual search for 
truth and a cordial dissemination of the intelligence we receive. 
While we bow over fountains of wisdom, human and divine, we 
will pray for light from on high, to guide our researches and ma­
ture our belief.

VI. As the foundation of all sound investigation, and the charm 
of all good ^sentiment, we believe not only in a cultivated mind, but 
especially in a free conscience. We hold that, as free agents, re- 
sponsible to God for every thought and act, we and all men inherit 
from our Maker the duty of free investigation, and the unquestioned 
right to choose our own religious opinions. Activity is the condi­
tion and law of growth in every kingdom of nature. In the king­
dom of grace every healthy plant subsist on atmosphere perfectly 
free. The mind grows most when exercised, without encumbering 
shackles, on a spacious field. In religion, as in other departments 
of thought, there may appear to be licentious danger in original 
thinking. But let it be remembered that peril is the element /in 
which all valuable power is acquired. The young eagle, venturing 
his first flights from the sublime mountain crag, wins strength to 
his wing, while, “sailing on the azure bosom of the air,” he courses 
over the profound abyss below. When you cripple the mind with 
a bigotry that forecloses the probability of an net that is wrong, you 
at the same time take from it the possibility of any merit belonging 
to an act that is right; for merit and demerit are terms that belong 
to actions, of free choice only. Each step, however slight the re­
move, that infringes upon the freedom of tbe human will, is really 
an approximation to the sentiment of the despot, who declares that 
all liberty is perilous. We would rather nourish the free mind, 
rude but glowing, tlian admire an inanimate, passive machine, 
however polished and beautiful it may be. It is better to risk the 
soaring wing of intellect in the neighborhood of stormy error, than 
clip it of its speed, and enervate its power within the narrow pre­
cincts of a murky cell.

As a denomination of Christians we arrogate to ourselves no spi­
ritual dictation, and we will submit to none. We court not the hot 
and dusty field of controversy, but if we buckle on our armor at 
any time with peculiar delight, it is for the defence of the rights 
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of conscience and religious liberty. We will peril life for the pri­
vilege of forming our own opinion of what is truth, and we will 
stand with equal decision, with our shield over the poorest creature 
of God, who claims the same heaven-descended right. We yield 
to no human dictation, we originate no legislation for our brethren, 
we know no conscience-griping creeds, and we arraign our opinions 
before no tribunal on earth but our own mind. We acknowledge 
no catechist but Christ, and no system of doctrine and discipline 
but the holy scriptures of God. What we claim to ourselves as an 
original right, we cheerfully proclaim to others as their equal pri­
vilege and duty. We do this because we have mused on the heights 
of Monticello, and stood over the dust of the enlightened Sage, 
who drafted the “ Bill of Rights” for Virginia, and the “Decla­
ration of Independence” for the world. We do this because our 
history as a denomination has been but the continual record of the 
defence of the principles of toleration in every land. We do this, 
because the founder of the first free colony in America, the first ad­
vocate of true religious liberty on our globe was a Baptist. Roger 
Williams ! Lone pilgrim from foreign tyranny, and the object of 
persecution even on the rugged shore of this new world, where the 
free ocean thundered in notes harmonious with thy great free soul. 
Jefferson may have been wrong at heart, but in head at least he 
was right on the subject of religious liberty. He was not reluc­
tant to acknowledge his obligations to the great teacher I have just 
named, and history at length is doing justice to both on this point. 
By the memory of the early Baptists of this “ Ancient Dominion,” 
the fathers who bore the burden and heat of the day, whose vete­
ran zeal surmounted popular odium and fulmined in living light 
through prison bars, till an arrogant priesthood cowered before 
the omnipotence of truth, we, their unworthy successors, will plead 
for the principles which, for eighteen centuries, have been nurtured 
in tears and blood. But above all, we contend for spiritual free­
dom, because it is the spirit of our religion, and the first lesson of 
our Lord : “ Freely ye have received, freely give.” We dedicate 
this house to the worship of God and the teaching of Christ’s gos­
pel in the spirit of an enlightened charity as well as of a sincere 
zeal.

VIL We find it not difficult to perceive tnat our Heavenly Fa­
ther has cast our lot in an age of general improvement. It is not 
necessarily meant by this that the world around us is improving in 
moral worth. This, indeed, is to be doubted much ; but there can 
be no doubt that the pulse of public feeling beats high in our day. 
The current is deep and strong. Madly to breast it is more than 
folly; to lie supinely in its way is destruction ; to direct it into use­
ful channels is wise in us and profitable to others. It is useless to 
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scoff at the heaving volcano. We had better prepare moulds to 
cast the melted lava into useful shapes. Science has recently trans­
formed sunbeams to artists, and pictured “ the human face divine ” 
with the silent impress of solar light. The effulgence of thought 
is abroad in the land, and let us learn the sublime art of using it as 
the instrument for stamping the signature of salvation on immortal 
souls. Shall not the church learn wisdom from the enterprise of 
the world ? Shall we linger behind our age and be dragged along 
in the last ranks of improvement ? Shall not the noblest function 
on earth partake of the general progress 1

But it may be said that religion is not a matter of chance, com­
promise, and. change. Granted; the essence of religion is old and 
immutable, but its forms are wisely made flexible to suit the inno­
cent tastes and mutations of progressive time. Its modes of state- 

< ment and illustration must keep up with the literary standard of 
each eotemporlry age. The alternative is a simple one, and the 
law that governs it inexorable;—you must make religion in its 
form and defence respectable, or it will not be respected. Cant and 
lugubriousness will not avail. If you present intelligent statements 
and pertinent proofs under circumstances that conciliate, and with 
motives manifestly upright, you may reasonably hope for success 
among the influential; but if you insanely adhere to narrow notions, 
when the tone of general thought and feeling, has far outstripped 
your stupid pace, the companionship of the degenerate must furnish 
the only solace of defeat. Suggestions like these ought especially ,, 
to be regarded by Christians in a great metropolis of internal com­
merce, judicial decisions, and state legislation. From such a teem­
ing fountain, influences constantly emanate for weal or wo. Chris­
tianity is the heart of the moral world. Its arteries extend to the 
extremities, and its blood strengthens or corrupts the whole system. 
The pulpit should be the focal point of all beautifying light__it
should be the radiating point of all ennobling truth. Into every 
good undertaking bearing on social, domestic and national welfare, 
the influence of energetic health should be infused by its ministrations. 
Not that the preacher should have anything to do with mere secu­
lar affairs, but his soul should be as patriotic as it is devout, and his 
teaching should glow with the grandeur of God’s works, word, and 
unfolding providence. We dedicate this house to the cultivation of 
a noble, comprehensive, generous public spirit

VIII. Finally, my brethren, as we gather in this place, on this 
holy Sabbath morning, we cannot forget the great purpose which 
moved the Son of God to this world on his mission of mercy. 
The key note and burden of his gospel was, “ Peace on earth and 
good will to men.” The God we worship is love. The spirit of 
our religion, as Christians, is love. To the cultivation of this 

heavenly disposition and character in ourselves, and the promo­
tion of it in others, we dedicate this house. Here may the 
heart muse, till the fire burns. Here let meditation on nature 
and the word of God, inspired by the genial breath of prayer, 
awaken the whole strength of the affections. Here may religious 
love be pure, and its exercise ennobling. Here may “zeal accord­
ing to knowledge,” exert a consistent and saving power; not like 
the northern blast of winter, which freezes while it roars, but like 
the beneficent sunshine, may it gently melt its way to thechilledand 
decaying plants, and revive what it reaches. Here may the weak 
be affectionately encouraged, the contrite comforted, the obdurate 
aroused, and the feet of all be guided in the paths of peace. May 
all who enter these sacred doors, come without prejudice, hear with­
out malice, and find rest to thqir souls. May it never be forgotten 
that henceforth this edifice becomes, from its use, a solemn place. 
It is to our souls the threshhold of existence, the door-way to eternity. 
Standing here, in the light of privilege, we cast our shadow into 
heaven °or hell. The substance will shortly follow. Let those 
who worship here, take care that they ultimately enter the gates of 
eternal bliss.

With these sentiments and for these purposes, we dedicate this 
house of public worship to the adoration of one eternal, immutable 
Jehovah; one Saviour ; one converting Spirit and sanctifier of the 
soul; to the defence of Christian doctrines, “ one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism;" the illumination of intellect and the rights of con­
science ; to the cultivation of improved public sentiment and the 
salvation of immortal souls.

NOTE.
The above is the substance of the discourse as preached. The 

winged words,” which arose in the ardour of extemporaneous ad­
dress, are omitted, from the fact of their having flown beyond the 
power of distinct recollection.

The closing paragraphs arc also omitted by the author, for the 
reason that the circumstances attending the original delivery in an 
excited crowd cannot'easily be realized by the cool reader in his 
quiet study.
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THE PULPIT.

Contemplated in its bearings on the physical attributes of our na­
ture, including merely our bodies, our minds, and our social rela­
tions, without regard to God and another world, the pulpit is one of 
the most powerful instrumentalities at present employed in the Uni­
ted States. Its influence, compared with other influences, as educa­
tion and the press, is perhaps greater in this country than in any 
other on the globe. There are immense multitudes of people, 
among whom, preaching is the principal intellectual repast, antici­
pated and enjoyed, from week to week. With few books, and lit­
tle time, or taste for reading, hundreds of men engaged during the 
week in laborious toil, can, with their families, hear in two hours, 
from a studious and faithful pastor, the result of a week’s assiduous 
thought, and fervent prayer.

Besides the subject of the discourse, there is much that is merely 
inqjdental, calculated to enlighten, elevate, and refine those who 
hear. A sermon of ordinary length contains from 8,000 to 10,000 
words. Merely to hear these accurately pronounced is somethin^. 
If the composition is good, it must cultivate the taste of those who 
listen. And to this must be added the style and manner of the 
speaker, independently of the subject-matter of his discourse. In­
deed we rarely hear a sermon which is not calculated to enlighten 
us, in logic, rhetoric, philosophy, ethics, political economy,'poetry, 
and many other things, which although merely incidental \.<S the 
great moral and religious objects of the preacher, are in themselves 
of great value.

In morals, and religion, this, and its most usual modern compa­
nion, the Sunday school, have been of late years widening the 
field of their influence to an almost incredible extent. - The profes­
sing disciples of Christ are sparing no pains nor expense to bring 
within the range these salutary instrumentalities, the whole popula­
tion of our country. In the Baptist churches alone, in this city 
there are at present about 1000 children and youth, in the Sunday 
schools and Bible classes. And a new impulse has been given to 
the cause in many other places within a few years past. Among 
the pleasing indications of the times, is, the prevailing disposition 
to erect commodious, substantial and frequently elegant houses for 
the public worship of God. This has been done by the Baptists 
within tho last eighteen months, in Portsmouth, Petersburg, Upper- 
ville, and other places in Virginia. In this city there have been 
dedicated, within six months, two, which are ornaments to the 
city, and must furnish great facilities to the Baptist denomination and 
the community at large. “ How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of hosts 1 A day in thy courts is better than a thousand.”—En.

THE PROVISION MADE IN CHRIST FOR THE 
SALVATION OF MAN ILLUSTRATED:

A SERMON,
By Elder Joseph Walker, of Hampion, Va.

“ Thus sailh the Lord God, ‘ Behold I lay in Zion, for a foun­
dation, a slone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun­
dation: he that believeth shall not make haste.’" Isaiah xxviii: 16.

The language of our text is prophetic. It constitutes part of a 
prophecy, which had a partial fulfilment soon after it was announ­
ced, but which looked to the times of the Messiah for its entire ac­
complishment. The first four verses of the chapter are supposed 
to have a particular reference to Israel, and those which follow, to 
Judah. For it would seem that after the Assyrian kings should 
cast down to the earth the crown of pride and the drunkards of 
Ephraim, whose glory was a fading flower, there would remain a 
residue of his people, unto whom the Lord of hosts would himself 
be a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty.

But of these latter it is said, that they also, including both priest 
and prophet, have erred through strong drink. And so great was 
the prevalence of iniquity, even after the reformation by Hezekiah, 
that to intemperance they added contempt of all warning and in­
struction. When their ignorance of divine things demanded that 
the prophets should descend to the very rudiments of religious know­
ledge, they proudly construed this into an insult upon their under­
standings. “ Whom shall he teach knowledge ? And whom shall 
he make to understand doctrine?’1 Are we as those infants “wean­
ed from the milk,” who need " precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little and there a lit­
tle?” God replies unto them, “ With stammering lips and another 
tongue, will I‘speak unto this people.” Nations, of whose very 
language you are ignorant, shall be your instructors, and your in­
structors in judgment. Because you have said, “ We have made 
a covenant with death, and with hell we are at agreement: when 
the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto 
us; for we have made lies our refuge and under falsehood have we 
hid ourselves:" Therefore thus saith the Lord God, “Judgment 
will I also lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and 
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the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding place. And your covenant with death shall be 
disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when 
the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then shall ye be trod­
den down by it.” But for the comfort of the pious remnant, the 
promise contained in our text is announced, “ Behold I lay in Zion 
for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste." That 
this prediction and promise refers to gospel times, no other proof 
can be necessary besides the testimony of the New Testament it­
self It is repeatedly quoted and thus applied by the Apostles them­
selves. 1 propose, therefore to consider, first, the provison made 
in Christ, for the salvation of man, illustrated under the figure of a 
foundation ; and second, the effects produced by this provision, upon 

‘'•those who accent it.
I. The provision made in Christ, for the salvation of man illus­

trated, under the figure of a foundation.
What is a foundation 1 Is it the origin, first principles, or fun­

damental law and constitution, of a system or a society ? In this 
sense, which is perhaps a figurative sense of the term, Christ is the 
foundation of the Christian Church. His laws and precepts are to 
the whole body of believers, what the constitution and enactments 
of a legislature are to the state. But in architecture, the founda­
tion is the base of an edifice, which sustains the whole weight of . 
the superstructure. In our text, it represents Christ as the procur- / 
ing cause of that whole economy of grace, under which a sinner 
is redeemed from the bondage of sin and condemnation, and made 
an heir, and a fit inhabitant of heaven. It also exhibits him as hav­
ing fixed, and developed the principles upon which our religion is 
founded. The satisfaction rendered to Divine law, by the obe­
dience and death of the Son of God, is the basis of that grace, 
which rescues the sinner from perdition, and prepares him for eter­
nal felicity. This glorious personage has also taught the doctrines 
which must be believed, and given the precepts which must be 
obeyed to justify the hope of everlasting ..happiness. Thus Jesus 
is the author and finisher of our faith; and the foundation which 
God has laid in Zion. I will detain you on this point with only a 
single text. “ To whom,” (i. e. to Christ) “ comingas unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious; 
ye also as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Je­
sus Christ: Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Scriptures, ‘Be­
hold I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious, and he that 
believeth on him shall not be confounded.’* This it will be per-

1 Pet. i: 5—7.
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ceived is a quotation made by the Apostle Peter, of the very text 
under consideration, which shows that the prophecy had its fulfil­
ment in Christ.

We proceed to consider several of the attributes of this founda­
tion, as expressed in the text.

1. It is of stone. By this we are to understand that God would 
provide something for the foundation of human happiness, which 
should bo lasting. The figure conveys the idea of permanency of 
durability. Stone is a material whose particles cohere with great 
tenacity. Aware of this, men, if they would erect a substantial fa­
bric, build it, or lay its base, at least, of stone. The reason is ob­
vious. Bricks moulder, iron rusts, wood decays; but stone is proof 
against time and weather. What an appropriate emblem of the 
perpetuity of the Christian religion ! Human constitutions are de­
fective. Men have not foresight sufficient to meet the emergencies 
of succeding generations. Societies dwindle into non-existence— 
compacts are broken, and empires overturned :—but the great truth 
from which results Christian conduct, is as durable as eternity 
itself. Christ crucified is yet, and will continue to be the medium 
of salvation, until God’s elect shall be gathered from the four 
winds of heaven.* After which, it will be the theme of angelic 
song,t when this earth shall have undergone the action of devour­
ing fire. “ Behold, I lay in Zion,” &c.

2. It is of tried stone. You see, my brethren, that the figure 
rises and becomes more interesting, as we comprehend its meaning. 
It is a beautiful climax. First, a foundation was to be laid ; next, 
it must be of stone; now, of tried or examined, and tested or 
proved stone. From which we are to learn that Christ would be 
thoroughly qualified, or made capable to complete the work he 
would undertake. In this we perceive an illusion to the habit of 
builders. The best stone is always selected for the foundation. It 
must be of the firmest texture—the clearest of seams and flaws— 
and sufficiently strong to support the burden to be put upon it. 
When the Temple of Solomon was to be built, “ they brought great 
and costly stones, with which to lay the foundation of the house. 
These stones were made ready before they were taken thither. 
Tried, hewn, and prepared at the quarries—thq^no material might 
be taken but such as'was required. Such a precaution was requi­
site—for every builder knows that the slightest giving-way in the 
foundation, may cause a serious rent in the edifice above. Then is 
not the Saviour fitly compared to a tried stone ? If so much pro­
spective care was needed for the house which was but a figure of the 
true; but a pattern of heavenly things:—was it not essential that 
Christ, who was to form the base of a more glorious building,.

• Mark 13: 27. f Rev. 5: 11, 12. 11 King 5: 17.
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should be amply tried? He was fwily proved. The record which 
God has given of his Son, exhibits in doleful colorings the trials of 
Jesus. “ He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief”— 
emphatically, a tried stone. And here I wish to enlarge a little. 
His character was tested.

First, by persecution. Look at him as he proceeds about his 
“ Father’s business.” He goes about doing good. He heals the 
sick, and casts out devils; the blind receive sight, the deaf hear, 
lepers are cleansed, and the dumb speak! These things are done 
in his own neighborhood, in the midst of his kindred. His inten­
tion is to reclaim the lost sheep of the House of Israel. To turn 
them from the power of Satan unto God. How did they repay his 
kindness? What return did they make for this God-like gene­
rosity? Why, you are ready to say, they hailed him as a philan- 
thropist, spoke yf him as a public benefactor, and gladly welcomed 
him to their houses. Far from it. They impugned his motives, 
spurned ifis authority, and attacked his reputation. One said, “He 
deceiveththe people;” another, ‘‘he is a wine-bibber;” and a third, 
“ he casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the Devils.” 
What indignity I Why did he not frown midnight from bis brow, 
and disperse his defamers at once? Because he came not to take 
vengeance. It was needful that he should pass through these af­
flictions, that he might succour his followers.* Here he began to 
taste that bitter cup, which he afterwards drank to its dregs. 
But though he was censured and maligned, nothing impure Was 
proved against him. In him was no guile. His character was 
tested,

Secondly, by the stern grasp of poverty. Cast out by his coun- 
trj’men, and teaching doctrines in direct conflict with the carnal 
heart, he could hope for little hospitality from the idolatrous heathen. 
He had no certain dwelling place. The birds of the air could re­
pose in their nests, and the foxes in their burrows, but the “Son of 
Man had not where to lay his head.” While his opposers were 
sleeping on beds of down, and under gilded canopies, the damp 
earth was his couch, and the chilly atmosphere his covering. 
While the land abounded with plenty, and its inhabitants “ fared 
sumptuously every day,” he was among the wild beasts in the wil­
derness, pinched by hunger, and tempted of the devil Thus to 
him for whom all things were created,} were denied the comforts, 
if not the essentials of life. His character was tested,

Thirdly, by death itself and the grave. The Jews required a 
sign—and he had often given such tokens as ought to have con­
vinced reasonable men, that be was a messenger from the Eternal 
world. Notwithstanding, they derided him. At the cross they

• Hebrews 2: 18. f Col. 1: 16,17.

significantly wagged their heads and said : 11 He saved others, him­
self he cannot save.” “ Let Christ, the King of Israel, now come 
down from the cross, that we may see and believe.” See and be­
lieve !—Alas I for the treachery of man. Had he met the chal­
lenge of these scoffers; some other pretext would have opposed 
faith, and new tortures would have been invented. The time had 
not arrived for the exercise of his might. It was, however, on the 
wing, and it would soon roll in a flood of consternation upon this 
blasphemous triumph. Jesus had said: ‘‘I have power to lay 
down my life, and I have power to take it up again. Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it upagain.” His words had 
gone forth, and they must be fulfiled at the appointed time. Hence 
on the morning of the third day, an angel approaches to unclose 
the sepulcre. His eyes dart lightning, and the keepers quake—He 
rolls away the stone and sits upon it—and now what takes place? 
Behold, the prisoner shakes loose his chains I The bands of death 
can no longer hold him ! He comes forth in majesty, flushed with 
victory, having his triumph announced by the shock of an earth­
quake. The despised, rejected Nazarene, having conquered the 
great adversary, presents himself a prince and a Saviour to all who 
will receive him. Turn your eyes then, my brethren, to the risen 
Saviour as the ground of your justification. “ Behold, I lay,” &c.

3. It is a precious corner stone ; and makes the foundation sure. 
The subject still increases in interest. No one who will patiently 

consider, can fail to perceive the propriety of this allusion. The 
design is to exhibit the Son of God as the point of union and re­
conciliation for all believers, of every nation.

The corner is the stone which connects the two sides of the build­
ing. It should therefore be of the best quality, and of superior 
strength. If in these particulars it be deficient, the sides will sepa­
rate ; but if they have a good corner, they will mutually sunport 
each other. Union is strength in religion as well as in politics. 
The union formed in Christ between Jews and Gentiles, could not 
have been effected in any other way. Before the coming of the 
“Just one," there existed between them a wide separation and mu­
tual hatred. The Jews derided and scorned the Gentiles as being 
unclean—compared them to dogs and swine. ®ie Gentiles re­
proached the Jews and supposed them of all nations the worst. 
But after the crucifiction—after the shedding of the precious blood 
of Jesus; the middle wall of partition was broken down. The ce­
remonial law was abolished—a sure foundation was laid, of which 
Christ formed the chief corner. Hear an inspired apostle on this 
Soint: “ Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 

ut fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God ; 
and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
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Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” Can there be a better 
exposition of this part of the text given, than the one arising from 
a comparison of it with the passage just quoted ? Do we not per­
ceive how admirably the narratives of the New Testament harmo­
nize with the predictions of the Old 1 Under this figure, Christ 
was spoken of many hundred years before his advent. The corner 
stone was laid in Zion at the close of the Jewish polity, and soon 
thereafter both Jews and Gentiles began publicly to build upon it. 
On the day of Pentecost the Jews began, when those who gladly re­
ceived the word, were baptized, and about three thousand were added 
Io the disciples.* About two years after, the Gentiles were recog­
nized in the house of Cornelius in the same manner as the Jews 
had been, and also began to build on the same corner, t From that 
time to the present, Jews and Gentiles have been engaged in rearing 
a temple to thy Lord. They will continue until God’s spiritual 
house shall be completed—until the whole building shall have 
been transferred from earth to heaven; when the redeemed from every 
nation shall unite with a loud, but melodious voice, in acknowledg­
ing their salvation through JESUS CHRIST. We have now 
shown that ample provision is made in Christ, for man’s redemp­
tion. The Son of God is the author of our faith. He has laid a 
foundation more sure than the “everlasting hills.” He was tried, 
that he might justify sinners and succour saints; and his atonement 
is as extensive as our ruined race. In all countries—from every, 
clime—of every tongue—those who feel a need of Jesus, may build 
on this comer. He will send none empty away.—whether rich or 
poor, white or black; kings, princes or people—if they but seek 
him with broken hearts and contrite spirits. If, therefore, I were 
placed on the summit of some mighty mountain, and had a voice 
that could diffuse itself over this globe. I would repeat the text in 
the ears of all its inhabitants. “ Behold I lay in Zion, for a foun­
dation, a stone, &c.”

II. I proceed in the second place to consider the effects of th is pro­
vision, upon those who accept of it. The persons in question are 
described as believers; “hethat believeth:" and the effects of be­
lief, are expressed in the words “ Shall not make haste.” Of the 
nature of faith, I forbear to speak at present, except so far as to 
say, it is simple belief And this, call it historical faith, evangelical 
faith—belief in testimony, or what you please, is a purifying, ele­
vating, all-conquering principle: | and enters essentially in the 
very nature, the vitals of religion.

*1 do not subscribe to the doctrine that the gospel was not preached, and that 
there existed no church until the day of Pentecost; my remarks are intended 
to show that there was a fuller development of the Christian Economy on that 
day and thenceforward, both to Jews and Gentiles, than there had ever been 
before, f Acts 10: 47. J Gal. v: 6. Acts xv: 9. John v: 4. Titus 1: 1/

Of the effects of belief in the great truth propounded in the text,— 
of the effects of building on this foundation, 1 shall speak a little 
more at large. The Apostle Paul has quoted the passage accord­
ing to the Septuagint version, “ Behold 1 lay in Zion a stumbling 
stone, and a rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall 
not be ashamed.”* The Apostle Peter has quoted partly from the 
Hebrew and partly from the Septuagint, but gives the substance of 
the passage. And our translators have rendered the phrase as used 
by him: “ He that believeth shall not be confounded.”]

To make haste, to be ashamed, and to be confounded, are forms of 
expression nearly allied in meaning, and usually coupled together, as 
in the following and similar texts: ‘‘ Confounded (or put to confusion) 
and turned back; (or repulsed and made to flee) be all they that 
hate Zion. Let them be as the grass upon the house-tops, which 
withereth before it groweth up, wherewith the mower filleth not his 
hands, nor he that gathereth sheaves his bosom.” J “ The Lord God 
will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded; therefore have 
I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” §

In the light of this exposition I proceed to remark,
1. That faith takes away shame. It is perfectly compatible with 

diffidence and timidity; but it nevertheless inspires an humble 
boldness. The giddy and unthinking may laugh; and the mali­
cious mocker may sneer and affect contempt; but the young con* 
vert knows in whom he has believed. He counted the cost before 
he began to build. Some may denounce him as as a fanatic or an 
enthusiast; others may think him weak or a fool; all who are de­
termined to resist religious convictions, will, of course, shun his so­
ciety and oppose his profession, because his very profession is a re 
flection on themselves. If he is right, they are in error—if he is 
safe, they are in danger. The vindication of themselves therefore^ 
renders necessary opposition to him. This is the true source of 
all the persecution Christianity has ever experienced. But the 
young believer is not ashamed of his Lord. To the church he 
says: “ Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
what he has done for my soul.” To the world he says:

«I am not aaham’d to own my Lord,
Nor to defend his cause,

Maintain the honor of his word, 
The glory of his cross.”

“ Jesus, my Lord, I know his name, 
His name is all my trust,

Nor will he put my soul to shame, 
Nor let my hope be lost.”

* Romans ix: 33. 11 Peter ii: 6. t Psalms cxxv: 5. § Isaiah 1: 9.
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And to each of his old companions he says, in the language of Mo­
ses to Hobab : “ We are journeying unto the place, of which the 
Lord said, I will give it you; come thou with us and we will do 
thee good ; for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.”*

2. Faith inspires perseverance. The believer may be perplexed 
and harrassed; but there is no power on earth that can rob him of 
his hope, or prevent him from worship, f Among the methods used 
by the opposers of Christianity, to confound the pious,—to make 
them halt and retreat—are, sophistry and coercion.

But you may take the most illiterate man, who is truly pious,— 
you may let loose upon him all the artillery of the best disciplined 
intellect,—you may reason, dispute and persuade, and in a certain 
sense you may confound him. You may silence him, he may not 
be able to answer you. But what then ? Is he convinced ? The 
glare of eloquence may have dazzled him for a moment ; but his 
mind becomes serene in the bright light ol truth. He mqy have 
been beclouded by the fogs of infidelity and worldliness; but these 
are dispersed by the sunshine of faith and experience. We have 
seen the unlettered slave, imperturbable and firm, amid the combined 
attacks of wit, malignity and skill; and we have seen the delicate 
female reflect the soft radience of her sex, combined with Chris­
tian submission, upon the stern frowns and controversial sneers of 
her ungodly husband. And we have seen these masters and these 
husbands afterwards yielding to the power of gospel truth, exhibit­
ing itself in such manifestations of heavenly influence. And if not, 
the skeptic is welcome to the palm, gained by false logic and expert 
debate; give us the hope arising from the exercise of confidence in 
the crucified Redeemer.

And you may try coercion, too. “What,” says one, “do you 
think’that Christians of the present age would suffer at the stake, 
rather than renounce their religion ? ” Ido. What are threats 
and tortures? God would give grace adequate to the most trying 
occasion.| The history of the Church teaches us what God is 
pleased to do in days of fiery trial. Many have forsaken their 
homes and their country,—endured confiscation of property and 
violent tortures. Delicate women, too, of noble extraction, with 
the pomp and blandishment of regal life at their service, would not 
be induced to renounce their faith, or to deny their risen Lord. The 
sentence of a Roman law,—the fury of half-starved wild beasts, the 
tears and sighs and entreaties of beloved, affectionate, hoary-headed 
parents, could not, in any wise, prevail upon them to abjure Zion’s 
King. By what power were these angelic spirits enabled to conti­
nue steadfast I What mighty cords were those that drew them hea­
venward ? It was the power of faith—they were the cords of love,

* Numbers x; 29. f Acts xvi: 25. f 2 Cor. xii: 9,

In them was vcrifiedjhe promise, “ he that believeth, shall not make 
haste ? ”

3. Faith’secures victory over every foe. The believer flees not: 
retreats not; submits not. “ The breath of submission he will 
breathe not; the sword he has drawn he will sheathe not; the scab­
bard is thrown where the martyrs are laid, and the vengeance of 
agesjhath whetted its blade.” The world, the flesh and the devil 
retreat before him. “ We are more than conquerors through him 
who hath loved us.” Death himself, the last enemy, shall be de­
stroyed. This is properly the king of terrors. He is dreaded more 
or less by every human being. Unnumbered millions tremble at 
his approach. But death has no sting, except sin; and sin has no 
strength except the law; and in both, Christ gives the victory 
through faith. “ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin 
is the law; but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ."* Hope is inspired as well by the 
recollectionejof the past, as by the'promises of the future.

His love in times past, forbids me to think, 
He’ll leave me at fast in trouble to sink, 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 
Conforms his good pleasure to bring me safe through.”

Splendid cities—limpid fountains—delicious fruits—harmonious 
sounds—the most pleasing and striking images in nature, convey 
faint ideas of the glories of that heavenly world, which is just be­
fore us. The faith which “ builds a bridge from this world to the 
next, o’er death’s dark gulph and all its horror hides,” vanquishes 
every foe. “ This is the victory which overcometh the world, even 
our faith.”

In conclusion, and by way of application, I would remark, that 
our text supplies us with a satisfactory test of character, and an in- 
dispensible condition of safety.

1. A satisfactory test of character. We are accountable beings. 
The period rapidly approaches, when a public and final decision is 
to be made. The wheat will bo separated from the darnel—the 
pure gold from the dross. The Lord will come “to make up his 
jewels;" and the promise that he will “spare" them that nave 
“feared” him and “thought upon his name,”"Sis a “ man spaieth 
his own son that serveth him,” implies that others will not be 
spared. But a decision scarcely less infallible, can be made in the 
present life. Even the enemies of God may make, and often do 
make the distinction themselves. “ Their rock is not as our rock, 
our enemies themselves being judges.” “ If we would judge our­
selves, we should not be judged,—we should not be condemned with

• 1 Cor. xv: 55. 
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the world."* Our text affords us one of the plainest marks,—an 
infallible criterion. No superior sagacity—no researches in philo­
sophy,—no protracted investigation is necessary—every rational be­
ing, endowed with conscience and possessed of the bible, may know 
himself. The gospel is a glass, in which our character is reflected 
with perfect accuracy; and our end foretold with prophetic cer­
tainty. " Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. For he shall 
be like a heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; 
but shall inhabit the parched places of the wilderness, in a salt land 
and not inhabited. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by 
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat cometh, but his leaf shall be green; and shall 

'1!>ot be careful iraftlie year of drought, neither shall cease from yield­
ing fruit.” When the Scribes and the Pharisees would not "dis­
cern the signs of the times,” respecting his kingdom and their own 
threatened doom, while they could prognosticate the state of the 
weather, fair or foul, from the face of the sky, as red or lowering, 
our Lord rebuked them as “ hypocrites, and a wicked and adulte­
rous generation.” J What, then, is the test furnished by our sub­
ject? It is simple belief:—“he that believeth, shall not makb 
haste,” "shall not be put to shame,” “shall not be confounded.’" 
Or to change the figure, he that buildeth on the foundation, which 
God has laid in Zion, is immoveably secure. “ They that trust in 
the Lord, shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but 
which abideth forever." And our text supplies us also with

2. An indispensible condition of safety. “ Who may abide the 
day of his coming? and who shall stand when heappeareth? He 
shall sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver : and he shall purify 
the sons of Levy, and shall purge them as gold and silver.” “ The 
.day cometh that shall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly, shall be stubble : and the day that cometh, 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.”^ And our Lord, using the simile of our 
text, declared, “ Whosoever shall fall on this'stone shall be bro­
ken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder." || 
In his first Epistle to the Corrinthians, the Apostle Paul, uses this 
figure with great particularity and plainness, and with equal solem­
nity and awfulness. Of the spiritual temple, God is the archi­
tect and owner. “Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build­
ing.” Of himself and his fellow-laborers, the Apostle says: “ We 
are laborers together with God." Christ is the foundation of the

* 1 Cor. xii: 81. f Jer. xvii: 5—7. f Matt, xvi: 1. § Mal. iii. and iv.
|| Matthew xxi: 44.

edifice. Paul, as a wise master-builder, laid this foundation in Co­
rinth, and wherever he labored. Two things are necessary that the 
whole building be safe. The foundation must be sure; and the su­
perstructure must be of fit materials. Wood, hay and stubble, may 
be placed upon rock. This is an error in the builders: for these 
materials must be destroyed. The fire will try every man’s work, 
of what sort it is. Gold, siver and precious stones, are safe: but 
safe only when built on the proper basis. The real believer is 
safe; but safe only in Christ. “Here is firm footing, all is sin 
besides."

Thoughtless sinner, I entreat you to pause and reflect. Are you 
an opposer to the cause of Christ? You cannot succeed. All hu­
man and diabolical efforts are equally unavailing. The gospel has 
been opposed from its first proclamation in Jerusalem until now. 
It has battled with kings and armies, it has grappled with gigantic 
minds, and been subjected to sanguinary persecutions. Its march 
has been through seas of blood and flames of fire ; but its course 
has been onward, and is onward still, with increasing velocity, and 
unusual success. God is making bare his arm in the eyes of all 
the nations. By means of his word, he is revolutionizing king­
doms, civilizing the benighted heathen, correcting and purifying 
flagitious morals, and breaking his enemies in pieces as a potter’s 
vessel.

Your opposition is vain. You might as well attempt to roll 
back the waters of the ocean, or to pluck the planets from their 
orbits, with your hand, or to retard with the breath of your mouth, 
the blasts of the tempests. “ On this rock will I build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," is the irrevocable 
decree. Or are you indifferent? This is not a less frequented 
road to ruin, than is opposition itself. You are building on some­
thing. If you do not build on Christ, you build on sand. Even 
while I speak, you are on sand, you are on quick-sand: It slides 
from under you, and this very moment you are. in danger of being 
engulphed in the bottomless pit. How will you meet your judge, 
if you persist in slighting gospel mercies? I invite you to Christ. 
The rains will descend—the winds will howl,—the floods will beat 
against you. It is not the object of religion to frighten you unne­
cessarily : but every thing is at stake. “ The evirdays come,” and 
“ the years draw nigh, when you shall say, we have no pleasure 
in them.” “ The pleasures of sin are only for a season,” and what 
will you do, when God shall come to punish ? I entreat you to 
pause and reflect that you build for eternity. May God add his 
blessing for Christ’s sake. Amen 1
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THE COMPOSITION OF A SERMON.
It is acknowledged on all hands that the great object of preach­

ing, is the conversion and salvation of souls. This, of course, in­
cludes the farther instruction, and guidance of believers after their 
conversion to the end of their course. The edification of the church 
in the truth, and the awakening of sinners, and bringing them to 
Christ, comprises the whole subject. The commission given by 
our Lord to his Apostles, concurs with universal experience, and 
both confirm the declaration, that “it hath pleased God by the fool­
ishness of preaching to save them that believe.”

But every sermon, whether written, thought without being trans­
ferred to paper, or delivered ex tempore, is a composition: it is made 
up of words and sentences. Some of these compositions are well 
suited to the object for which they are designed, and others are not. 

"And although at much may depend upon the delivery of a sermon, 
as upon tfye composition, yet this latter is of great importance; and 
we propose, to avail ourselves from time to time, of small spaces in 
this work, to submit some remarks upon the subject. These will 
be gathered from living examples, and from published discourses of 
the most eminent preachers.

Although in preaching, as in general elocution, or in poetry, qr 
in grammar, rules were not first laid down, by adherence to whichL 
those who have distinguished themselves became adepts in their re­
spective arts; but the rules were themselves derived from the per­
formances of those master spirits; so it is, in that particular species 
of composition now under consideration:—a Sermon.

The very annunciation of a text deserves attention. The me­
thods of preachers in this thing do vary much, and perhaps no one 
method ought to be universally adopted. But all methods are not 
equally happy. One preacher says, “ Romans, fifth and fourth,” 
and then repeats the words of his text; another says, “Your atten­
tion is seriously invited to the fifth chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans, and the latter part of the fourth verse,” or “ to the latter 
part of the fourth verse of the fifth chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans.” It is not necessary to inform an audience that the Epis­
tle which we have, to the Romans, is ascribed to Paul; nor is it ne­
cessary to mention the part of the verse, in which the text is found. 
If the verse is found, the words of the text will be seen. Every 
congregation ought to know that their attention is seriously invited, 
and in the last mentioned example, the repetition of the word “of" 
sounds unharmoniously. Harmony is agreeable in prose, as well 
as in poetry, and the absence of it is equally disagreeable.

[to be continued.]


