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“Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be born again''— 
John iii: 7.

These words arc a part of a discourse held between Christ, the 
Saviour of sinners, and Nicodemus, a teacher among the Jews; 
and whether we consider the greatness of the characters engaged in 
this discourse, the weighty subject which it embraced, or the man­
ner in which this subject is treated, it must be regarded as a dis­
course which has never been exceeded in importance by any which 
has come to the knowledge of man.

In reference to the greatness of the characters engaged, one was 
the ‘‘only-begotten and well-beloved Son of God,” possessing all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily, in whom it pleased the Father 
all fulness should dwell, and who, in all respects, was equal with 
the Father; but who became incarnate, was born of a woman, 
born under the law, took on him the form of a servant, was abased 
and vilified, and finally put to death by the hands of his enemies, 
but from which death he arose, and ascended to the right hand of 
God, where he is now interceding for sinners, “ and expecting till 
his enemies become his footstool.” The other w^s Nicodemus, a 
man of great dignity and authority among the Jews, one in whose 
judgment they confided, and whose instruction they embraced, 
whose moral and even religious deportment, according to their sys­
tem, must have been the most scrupulously exact, and in addition to 
this he entertained some very elevated sentiments concerning Jesus, 

Tor he says: “ No man can do the miracles which thou doest, ex-
17
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cept God be with him.” And indeed, the fact that Nicodemus him­
self came to Christ seeking instruction, is proof of the exalted opi­
nion he had formed of him.

The chief subject of the discourse, is the one set forth in the 
words of my text, “ye must be born again.” The importance of 
this subject may be estimated by the value of the soul. To the 
same extent the soul is valuable, this subject is important; for the 
soul is forever undone without that preparation lor heaven, which 
this subject contains. Nothing will suffice without it; nothing 
will make amends for it; nothing will answer in the place of it.

A subject of so vast importance should engage our most intent 
thoughts; no pains should be spared by us to understand its import, 
and bring ourselves under its influence.

The pains which the Saviour took to explain this subject to Ni­
codemus, prove that a correct understanding of it is of the greatest 
moment. An error in this matter may be of the most pernicious 
effect. It result in the banishment of the soul forever from 
God and Heaven, and in its imprisonment in the cells of darkness 
and terror. Then let us endeavor to have correct views of a sub­
ject in which we all arc so deeply and vitally- interested.

I shall continue my remarks on this subject, under the four 
following heads:

I. What the New Birth is, 
II. How it is produced, 
III. The evidences of its existence, and 
IV. The necessity of it, in order to salvation.
I. What the New Birth is—
1. It is the production of something in the soul, which did not 

exist there before. This is fairly implied in the language, “born 
again;” as also in the terms employed in other portions of the 
Scripture, where the same subject is spoken of, viz: “You hath he 
quickened,”—“According to his mercy he has saved us through 
the washing of regeneration, and the renewal of the Holy Ghost; ” 
“ Created in Christ Jesus unto good works,” &c. &c.

2. It is altogether spiritual in its nature—nothing of matter per­
tains to it. This appears from these words of the Saviour: “ That 
which is born of the flesh, is flesh; but that which is born of the 
Spirit, is Spirit.”

It was the spiritual or immaterial part of man, w’hich God crea­
ted originally in his own likeness; and it is this same part of man, 
which must be operated on, in the great work, which prepares him 
for the everlasting enjoyment of his Maker, and meetens him for 
the kingdom of glory.

3. It is not the production of any new faculty in the soul, or in­
tellectual part of man. All these faculties exist in him, as well be­
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fore as after regeneration. They are the same in number, in kind, 
and in vigor. The unconverted sinner thinks, investigates, com­
pares, combines and deduces; loves, hates, hopes, fears, loaths, de­
sires, desponds and rejoices, as well as the converted man, showing 
that these and all other faculties exist in him by the Almighty 
fiat, which made him man, and not by that power which makes 
him “a new creature."

The possession of these faculties constitutes the basis of his ac­
countability. Let him be destitute of such of these as entitle him 
to the appellation of a rational being, and we hold him no longer 
accountable to us for his conduct, and we do not consider that his 
Maker holds him accountable for his actions unless in such cases as 
those in which the rational faculties have been destroyed by vicious 
habits; and in which mental privation, his Maker has had no 
agency. In this case his inability to comply, is no reason why 
God should not demand.

The Saviour teaches the doctrine of man’s accountability, and 
ability bearing just proportion, in this language: “From him to 
whom much is given, much is required, while from him to whom 
little is given, little is required." Then where nothing is given, 
nothing is required. There all accountability must cease.

4. Our previous remarks having cleared the way for the intro­
duction of what the New Birth is, we state that it is the production 
of new dispositions and new affections. As it regards these, “ old 
things are passed away, and all things are become new.”

The work of regeneration has its seat in the heart. It is there 
the seed is sown—it is there the plant germinates. It is this which 
the Word of God, as a hammer, breaks to pieces. It is this which 
the Spirit of God cleanses and makes right, and turns to himself.

By the work of regeneration, the native enmity of the heart is 
slain, and reconciliation produced. Hatred to God and man is ex­
pelled, and love takes its place. Unholiness is dislodged from the 
affections, and holiness is implanted therein. In short the whole 
current of the affections is changed; the passions are controlled. 
The subject “is made free from sin, and has his fruitunto holiness, 
of which the end is everlasting life.”

II. How the New Birth is produced—
1. God is the author of it. Sometimes it is ascribed to the first 

person in the Trinity,* sometimes to the secon*t and sometimes to 
the third.! This is accounted for on the ground that all the persons 
in the Trinity are the same in essence, equal in all respects, and 
equally engaged in the conversion of the soul. The effect on the 
soul is produced by the influence of the Spirit of God acting on 
the spirit of man.

• James i: 18. f 1 John ii: 28, 29. J John iii: 5.
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2. The instrumentality employed by the Spirit, is the word of 
truth.* The truth of God’s word is presented to the mind, and the 
Spirit of God accompanying it, gives it effect, and produces convic­
tion, which cannot be resisted or escaped. The ways in which 
this truth is brought before the mind, are various. Sometimes by 
preaching; sometimes by reading the Scriptures; sometimes by 
mere conversations; sometimes by afflictions, and sometimes by ex­
traordinary blessings. “ The ways of God are past finding out,” 
and therefore we must not presume that we can comprehend all the 
ways which ho has, for bringing truth before the mind, so as to 
make it effectual in the work of regeneration.

When the truth of God's word is presented before the mind, God 
must give it effect, or none valuable is produced. “ Paul may plant 
and Apollos water, but God must give the increase.”

This accounts for so many relapses into sin, and abandonments 
\of profession byjhose who supposed they were brought to the 
“knowledge of the truth," and had “passed from death unto life.” 
Effects, it A true, had been wrought on their feelings, but by what 
power? Not by the power of God, but by the power of man, and 
that of .mere human exertions; hence as thecause is transient, so 
must the effect be.

This view of the case gives encouragement to the servants of 
God to preach “the unsearchable riches of Christ” to sinners'. 
They know the result does not depend on them, but on God, and he- 
is able to make weak things confound the strong, and foolish things 
confound the wise; and things which arc not, to bring to nought 
the things which are. Whereas, if the result depended on them, 
conscious of their own weakness, they would despair of success, 
and retire from the field of labour.

We know that to this view of the employment of instrumentality 
by God, in regenerating the soul, some are opposed ; but we think 
while there is much in the Bible to support it, but little, if any, can 
be found to militate against it. Sometimes the case of the “ Lord’s 
opening the heart of Lydia, so that she attended to the things spo­
ken by Paul,” is adduced as sufficient to overthrow this sentiment 
and establish the opposite one; but this case is not sufficient for this 
purpose;. We think God gave to tho very words which Paul spoke, 
a power by which they opened, instrumentally, the heart of Lydia, 
and engaged her attention, just in the same manner that the Saviour 
gave efficacy to the salve, which he made out of clay and spittle, 
and by which the eyes of the blind man were opened.

III. The evidences of its existence—
Since Christ is the author of this change, wrought in the mind 

and heart of the subject, it follows that the sentiments and disposi-
• James i: IS. 
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lions must be similar to those of Christ, Hence it is said that “ he 
who is joined to the Lord, is ono spirit,” with him; and since sen­
timents and dispositions give rise to actions, and as actions must par­
take of the nature of the causes which produce them; so likewise 
the outward conduct of the subject of this change must bear a stri­
king similitude to that of the Saviour of sinners. From this view 
of the case, we may receive the following as evidences of tho exis­
tence of this “ New Birth.”

1. Holiness of Heart.
It is decided by him whose decisions eternity will not alter, that 

“ without holiness no man shall sec the Lord ; ” and the blessedness 
of seeing God, so as to enjoy him, anl dwell forever with him, is 
promised to “the pure in heart.”

We do not say that this holiness of heart cannot exist where 
there is much short coming in duty, and where there are frequent 
departures from the glory of God ; but we do say, that to such a per­
son, nothing on earth is so much desired as entire exemption from 
sin, in word, thought, desire, and deed. Holiness, in his view, is 
the most lovely, and unholincss the most detestable of all objects.

2. It is plain, we think, that such a person serves God, because 
he loves his service, and not merely because he expects to be re­
warded for it, or to be punished for neglect of it. Hence one who 
is born again would serve God, though convinced that his service 
had no connexion with his future condition or influence upon it. 
Tho service of God therefore is perfect liberty.

3. A Godly sorrow for sin, is another evidence of this change. 
Observe that it is not only a “sorrow for sin, but a Godly sorrow 
for sin.” A sorrow which is felt, because contrary to the nature of 
God, and consequently contrary to the new nature of him who is 
born of God. The language of ono was, “against thee, and thee 
only, have I sinned, and done evil in thy sight.” The injury done 
to Uriah is lost sight of, in view of the insult which had been offer­
ed to the Divine Majesty.

4. Love to the Saviour. To men in Nature’s darkness, the Sa­
viour is anything but lovely. “He, is a root out of dry ground." 
“ He has no form or comeliness." “ There is no beauty that he 
should be desired ” by them; but to the regenerate soul, He is the 
chief among ten thousand, and altogether lovely.” And he, in 
beholding the Saviour, can say, “ My heart is fixed, O God I"

As such persons love the Saviour, they love those who bear his 
image.* And their love for them bears proportion to the degrees 
of his image reflected by those who bear his name. All things 
lovely in the sight of the Saviour, arc lovely in their sight, because 
they partake of his nature.

* 1 Jolin iii: 11.
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5. Another evidence of being born again, is the possession of a 
prayerful spirit. “ Prayer is the Christian’s native breath.” Not 
that proud, boasting spirit, which the Pharisee showed when “he 
thanked God that he was not as other men ; " but that deep-felt hu­
miliating, self-convicting spirit, which the Publican exhibited, when 
he said, “ God be merciful to me a sinner ”

6. Another very sure evidence of being born again, is found in 
a readiness to comply with the Saviour’s commands, let them be 
what they may. Such persons believe that they and all they have, 
whether time, talents, property, or influence belong to him, “who 
has bought them with a price ; ” and therefore they are willing to 
glorify him with them all, and to employ them all for the further­
ance of his kingdom, and in winning souls to him.

This readiness to obey the commands of the Saviour, is to be re­
garded as an evidence only when these commands are not grievous 

'“but delightful.* f No one should place much confidence in his reli­
gion, when it leaves him to obey the Saviour’s commands by con­
straint, ana not from pleasure found in the exercise itself. This 
would bo the obedience of a slave, not of a child.

The evidences we have named are but a portion of those exist­
ing in the child of God; yet wcarc sure that such persons as have 
these, have all which make up the Christian character, and may 
therefore be regarded confidently as the children of God. We ear­
nestly entreat those who may read this discourse to examine them- 
selves by these evidences to see “ whether they are in the faith.”

IV. The necessity of being born again. We come, in the last 
place, to show the necessity of being born again, in order to the at­
tainment of salvation.

1. The positive, unconditional manner, in which Christ asserts 
the necessity of this change, leaves no reasonable hope of being 
saved without it. f No authority, no elevation, no virtue, no mora­
lity will be sufficient, without this needful work performed by the 
Spirit of God: for if any or all of these would be a sufficient 
substitute, then TJieodemus could have been saved without being 
born again ; for all these he had. But these things would not do. 
The Saviour says to Nicodemus: “Ye must be born again.” So 
he says to every one, and his word must abide, though heaven and 
earth pass away.

2. Man’s own eternal happiness requires that he should be born 
again, to become a citizen of Heaven. How could an unregene­
rate man be happy in heaven, were it possible for him to be ad­
mitted there in such a state ? He finds no delight in the society, 
devotions and exercises of Christians in this life. How then could 
he find any among the saints in glory 1 Indeed heaven would be a

• 1 John v: 3. f John iii: 3 and 7.

second hell to a man there, with his native, corrupt propensities. 
He must, therefore, for his own happiness, be assimilated to the ce­
lestial beings, and fitted for the exercises found on high; that is, he 
must be born again. .

3. The dignity of the heavenly hosts makes it necessary that 
every one who enters there, should undergo a change, fitting him 
for their society. What a stigma must rest on those holy spirits, if 
they should take even one into their society, possessing such a cha­
racter as is given, by the pen of inspiration, to unrenewed men. 
If men in this life, of good and honorable character, will not receive 
such persons into their society, as have degraded themselves, can it 
be expected that God, and angels would take men into their society, 
possessing such corrupt inclinations, impure affections and unholy 
passions, as unconverted men do? No! We must be meetened 
for the inheritance, or we never shall obtain it—we must be born 
again.

4. An unconverted man in heaven would disturb the concord 
subisting there. What breaks the peace and order of Society in 
this life, but the unholy operation of those very sinful passions and 
propensities, which the new birth subdues? When we look at the 
vast amount of discord, distraction and misery, which are in this 
world, we know there is but one primary cause producing all, and 
that is the enmity of the carnal mind, the corruption of the hu­
man heart. Then let unconverted men take their stations among 
the heavenly ranks, and what a scene of horrid confusion and 
shocking dismay, would be immediately exhibited ! But such a 
scene in heaven God never will allow; therefore, “they must be 
born again.”

5. The last argument we shall advance to prove the necessity of 
being born again, grows out of the consideration that “the carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” That unconverted men are “ haters 
of God.” We know that unrenewed men are very slow to believe 
that this is the character of their hearts ; but the word of God 
teaches us so; and those who have the eyes of their understanding 
opened to become acquainted with themselves, know it to be so; 
and the rebellious conduct of man|establishes the charge. Now, 
surely God will never suffer any to be a resident of his own abode, 
to be a companion of his, whose heart is so much opposed to him; 
whose will, dispositions, affections and passions^are all so directly 
opposed to him. No 1 sooner would heaven be left without inhabi­
tants, than should sinners, unprepared for it, be allowed to enter 
there. Therefore there is absolute necessity for being bom again.
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APPLICATION

Now, my readers, 1 beseech you earnestly, ponder well this sub­
ject, and the plain inferences reasonably and naturally drawn 
therefrom.

1. How mistaken are. those who calculate that they can spend a 
life in this world, the lovers of pleasure and not of God, indulging 
their carnal appetites, gratifying their depraved inclinations, oppo­
sing the very authority of God by their wicked works, and thus 
showing the enmity of their minds; and after all, be saved from the 
wrath to come. Yet what a multitude of immortal souls there are 
who are pursuing just such a course, and still calculating on bein<r 
happy alter death.

Reader, should you, by chance, be such a one, think, I beseech 
you, how awful and overwhelming must be your disappointment, 
when you shall hear the judge of all the earth say, “bring hither 
tlwse my enemies, who would not that I should reign over them 
ana slay them before me.” You boast great things now, but what 
will you do \Mhcn God shall lay hold on you? When he shall 
whet his sword against you ? When, like a lioness, bereft of her 
whelps, he shall begin to tear you in pieces, and there shall be none 
to deliver ?

2. What a delusion is deceiving such as suppose their morality 
and virtue will save them, though they die strangers to that change 
in the very soul, of which they hear Christians talk; and how 
many are there whose very creed, whose very hope of heaven, 
rests solely on this mistaken and ruinous foundation. Say they, 
“We do no one any harm; we use only what is our own; we 
take nothing by ‘ false accusation: ’ we do not commit those crimes 
and indulge in those vices, which mark the conduct of many others, 
and surely our merciful Maker will not punish us forever,—we 
cannot believe he will.” My dear friend, could not Nicodemus 
have said the same, and more? And yet our Lord told him he 
must be born again. Surely, then, you must also, or you cannot 
be saved.

3. Neither wilt “works of righteousness” do, unless they are 
produced from motives existing in the renewed soul only. Refor­
mation, praying, sorrowing, visiting the house of God, reading the 
word of God, giving alms, promoting benevolence; all these,°and 
all other such acts, unless the heart is right in the sight of God 
cannot save. These are good, and very good, but will not suffice’, 
Unless the enmity of your heart is slain, and “ the love of God is 
shed abroad by the Holy Ghost” therein. O then, be not mistaken 
in this important matter. Do not depend on “ works of righteous­
ness, unless you are cleansed by the washing of regeneration, and 
born again by the renewing of the Holy Ghost.

4. It is much more safe to be wrong in the head than in the heart. 
The former defect may not prove your ruin, but the latter cer­
tainly will. ’ The truth may be held in unrighteousness; but those 
who hold it thus, will find at last that “ faith without works is dead,” 
and nothing will do but the faith which works by love and purifies 
the heart. Dismiss every hope which does not lead you to purify 
yourselves, as God is pure.

5. Those who judge of their own state or that of others, by a 
certain creed, or collection of sentiments, called orthodoxy, or a be- 
ing-sound-in the faith, have a very unsafe criterion, a very pre­
carious rule. No confidence should be placed in any sentiments, 
any system, no matter how plausible, how congenial to our own 
views, the practical and direct tendency of which is not to make 
men holy, righteous and Godly; and which does not inspire them 
with the mind which was in Christ Jesus.

G. Professors of the religion of Jesus, one and all, of every 
name and every condition; examine yourselves whether you are in 
the faith—do it frequently—do it faithfully—do it impartially. Let 
this examination begin with the heart. Look to your affections. 
Inspect your dispositions. Remember, the language of scripture 
is, “my son, give me thy heart,”—and that to draw nigh to God 
with our mouths and honor him with our lips, while our hearts are 
far from him, is but to incur his displeasure, and expose ourselves to 
his wrath.

7. And now, dear reader, think seriously on your latter end, on 
your future state, the infinite value of the soul, and what it would 
profit you to gain the whole world, and lose your soul. Think 
what a price the Saviour attaches to the soul, nothing less than his 
own precious blood. Will you think lightly of an object which 
he valued so highly 1 Will you refuse to deny yourself, take up 
the cross and follow him, that, your soul may be saved, when he 
felt so much interest in its salvation, as to die to redeem it, to shed his 
own blood to cleanse it, and to bear the accumulated wrath of a vio­
lated law to appease justice on its behalf. The time is drawing 
nigh when you will learn fully the value of the soul, either by en­
joying God’s presence forever, or suffering his wrath eternally. 
May all who shall read these lines, be saved with an everlasting 
salvation 1 Amen 1

The folly of expecting Heaven in Unregeneracy.
“Asthe misery of the unregenerate is justly said to be great, so 

their folly may be concluded to be no way inferior to their misery.
18
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They are as foolish as they are miserable, that is, they speak, and 
think and reckon upon it, that it shall be well with them hereafter, 
though they are never regenerate; they fortify their own hearts into 
a confidence, that they shall obtain things which they were never 
bom to, and have no other reason to expect. You would think it a 
great piece of madness, for a man to go about and say, that he ex­
pects a kingdom, and doubts not but he shall bo a great prince; 
though he walks up and down in rags, and is only the son of a 
ploughman or some mean person: he would be thought fit to live 
in chains. Why, you will certainly say, the expectations of all , 
unregenerate persons to be hereafter happy in God’s kingdom, do 
not carry this folly in it: Yea, it carries in it much greater folly; 
for we cannot say it is impossible that a person of a very mean pa­
rentage should come to greatness in this world. Histories of for­
mer and latter times, give us some instances of this kind; but you 
would think him a madman for all that, who should say so. As 
certainly he wouldfbe truly counted so, who should hope for every 
thing which is possible, merely because it is possible; as he would 
be who feared every thing which is merely possible to come to pass, 
that is hurtful and evil to him; as if a man should fear that every 
bit of meat he eats should choke him, or that in his ordinary walks 
in the streets, a tile should fall and beat out his brains.

Thousands of such accidents are not impossible ; but if a man 
should fear them continually, it were certainly a great folly, and 
would put a great deal of misery into his fife. It would be equally 
an absurd thing, to hope every thing which is possible, only because 
it is possible, and no more; but then to hope for that which is sim­
ply and absolutely impossible, and which the shortest and quickest 
turn of thought would convince a man is so, is a madness beyond 
all imagination. If you hear a man, walking in the streets in rags, 
and saying: “ I hope at some time to be a prince or great monarch 
before I die; ” you cannot say he hopes for an impossible thing; but 
if you hear an unregenerate man say: “ I hope I shall have the 
eternal kingdom, though I continue unregenerate, and die just as I 
an?;" his hope is simply impossible, for there is an inconsistency 
even in the temper of his spirit with the purity and felicity of that 
kingdom; besides the irreversible determination of the righteous 
and supreme Lord of it, and the disposer of all the concerns of it. 
This is, therefore, the strongest piece of folly which ever had a 
place in any human breast, that a man should be yet unborn of 

, God, and never reckon upon being other than he is, and yet expect 
a place in God’s kingdom.”—Howe.

Consequences of Christ's Sufferings, 

A SERMON,
By Rev. William F. Nelson, of Richmond, Va.

“ Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into 
his glory ? ’’—Luke xxiv. 26.

An able writer has very justly remarked, that “ no position of 
the human mind is more peculiar than the one it occupies, when, at 
the same moment, the reasons for hope are irrefragable, and the mo­
tives for despondency are overwhelming.” Such was the situation 
of these desponding disciples in this evening’s walk. They 

trusted that it had been he, which should have redeemed Israel, 
but how could they reconcile this with his actual state?

Our wishes and hopes, those powerful incentives to human ac- 
tion, are often arrayed against the authority of facts : but in such * 
case, reason becomes the umpire, and to her decisions our wishes 
submit But when hope and reason are both combined in the anti­
cipation of a desired event, and yet, opposing facts forbid that either 
should be listened to, what power can quell the tumult of the soul? 
No subject, however, more frequently throws the mind into this 
dilemma, than religion; presenting, as she does, to the eye of faith, 
the most extensive and most glorious prospects, and the strongest in­
centives to action, and yet, at every turn, opposing to the most rea­
sonable expectations and firmest hopes, the whole current of hu­
man affairs. Such was tfip case of Abraham.

In the visions of the night, a voice, which he recognizes as the 
voice of God, calls him: “ Take now thy son;” and that there 
may be no mistake, which will put the<son of the bond woman in 
the place of death, while Isaac goes free, the command designates, 
“Isaac;" and, that he may fully comprehend the seventy of the 
duty enjoined, it specifies, “ Isaac, whom thou lovest. rake thy 
darling, the child of thine old age, so carefully nursed, so seduously 
watched and guarded from the slightest injury, and—what ’ conse­
crate him to God?—expose him to danger?—banish him from his 
father’s house? Yes,'all these, and something iffiomparably more 
dreadful—yea, with thine own hand, shed the life-blood of thine 
own offspring; of £‘ Isaac, whom thou lovest. How severe the 
trial I How dark the dispensation! Isaac is the child of promise— 
the one through whom all the families of the earth are to be 
blessed, and if he is now to die, what is to become of the promise
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and oath of God I Such reasonings as these might have wrung the 
distressed heart of the father, and caused him to hesitate in the plain 
path of duty. But no, “he was strong in faith, giving glory to 
God,” knowing, that He who had given him by miracle, could also 
restore him by miracle. A more pertinent example, however, than 
even this, was the case of the disciples, during that dark hour of 
dismay and gloom which preceded the dawn of light and immorta­
lity on mankind.

Never, perhaps, since creation first woke from chaotic night, has 
it witnessed such a day as that Sabbath. The worshippers in the 
temple of God, and the priests that ministered at his altar had be­
held the veil of the temple, which concealed the most sacred myste­
ries of their religion from the common gaze—rent from top to bot­
tom by some miraculous power, indicating that those privileges 
which hitherto had been confined to a few favorites of heaven, were 
nqw to become the common property of the world. While they, 
in amazement, wer<#musing on this prodigy and wondering what it 
could portend j the Rulers and Rabbis, exulting in the success of 
their machinations, had withdrawn from the scenes of Calvary, to 
enjoy (if enjoyment it can be called) their malicious triumph; yet, 
not without some fearful foreboding that he, whose dying groans 
had shaken the earth, would yet, to their utter dismay, “ shake not 
the earth only, but also heaven. Not so the disconsolate disciples; 
they had silently and secretly withdrawn, to an unfrequented part of 
Jerusalem, where, in a small obscure chamber, they collected, one 
by one, to talk over their common misfortunes, and collect whatever 
scattering rays of hope might yet remain, to cheer and guide them 
on their gloomy way. Miserable resource I Their sun had set in 
starless, rayless night. Yes, and in the unseen world, we may well 
suppose the intensest interest was felt and manifested, in the issue 
of this death-struggle between the powers of light and darkness. 
For the moment, the Son of God has fallen. The angelic host 
that had once shouted the birth song of creation; that had witnessed 
the temptation of man, by a Spirit who was once one of their own 
brjght band; that had seen him in an evil hour, fall under the curse 
and penalty of a holy law; whose hopes had been revived by the pro­
mised triumph of the seed of the woman, and had watched with in­
tensest interest the gradual fulfilment of prophecies, and the tendency 
of all events connected with man’s history, to the great triumph of the 
Messiah—found their joy raised to exultation, when, at length, the 
second person in the glorious Trinity, prepared to take possession of 
the human body, prepared for him. And when, at length, they 
found that the Lamb in the midst of the throne, had indeed descended 
to earth, and animated with his own Spirit, the babe of Bethlehem, 
their exultation burst forth in that rapturous shout: “Glory to God
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in the highest," enmity between God and the creature is slain; on 
earth is “peace and good will towards men.”

They had seen Satan foiled in his most insidious and seductive 
arts of temptation, flee dismayed from the contest, and, though often 
exhibiting his hate in a thousand malicious arts, yet as constantly 
baffled. But now, after so many defeats, his devices seem to have 
succeded. One of Christ’s disciples, “his own familiar friend," 
has lifted up his heel against him. He has fallen a victim to the 
malice of those he came to redeem. “ Alas! alas! ” (they seem to 
say,) “Satan has at length triumphed I and man, fallen man, is 
lost! lost forever!" The silence of amazement, if not disappoint­
ment, reigned throughout heaven, while a yell of triumph echoed 
through the dungeons of the pit. Satan, their dark leader and 
prince, has gained a victory over the Son of God. Man’s redemp­
tion has been prevented, and his doom made certain!

Thus set that sun, in clouds and gloom, but before it again ap­
peared, another sun had arisen, whose beams were to shed light and 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, through all the nations of the 
earth.

And, do you wonder at the ignorance and unbelief of these disci­
ples, notwithstanding the promise the Saviour had given them, that 
he should rise again from the dead ?

Yet similar unbelief we often witness, notwithstanding the clear 
manifestations, and unequivocal assertions of God's word. Yes, the 
real Christian often doubts and trembles—the Socinian laughs at the 
idea, that the equal of Jehovah must die, to provide for the forgive­
ness of man’s little errors; and the Infidel scoffs at the idea, that 
any account should be taken in the counsels of the eternal, of man’s 
transactions, and even pretends to doubt the whole narrative; but to 
each and all, the text exclaims : “ Oh, fools and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken ; ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into his glory? ”

This important inquiry might he clearly answered, as the Saviour 
himself answered it from Scripture, “ beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets,” but we shall confine ourselves at present to the results 
of his sufferings: the consequences of Christ’s sufferings.

I. In the first place, then, an innumerable multitude of our race 
are rescued from the lowest depths of sin, misery and despair, to 

- an association with angels and with God. «
On this subject, we have the testimony of the beloved disciple in 

the Apocalypse: “ After these things,” said he, “ I beheld, and lo I 
a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations and 
kindred, and people, and tongues: stood before the throne and be­
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.” 
And of their associates he says: “ And all the angels stood round
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about the throne and about the eldersand the four beasts, and fell be­
fore the throne on their faces and worshipped God.” Do you ask 
who are these? He answers: “ These are they who came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made, them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.” But what was their previous character ? 
I answer, sinners of every description and of every hue. They 
were once haters of God, hateful, and hating one another—-liars, 
drunkards, sabbath-breakers, profane swearers, extortioners, thieves, 
murderers—in short, defiled with every species of crime, which has 
disgraced mankind. Many of them, indeed, had never been con­
victed of these offences, before men, but they had the seeds of them 
vegetating in the fertile soil of the heart. The understanding of 
each was beclouded, the will- perverted, the memory loaded with 
folly and sin, the judgment inclined to error ; in short, the whole 
body, soul and spirit, estranged from God—defiled to loathing with 
tl^! leprosy of sin, and bound in the iron bondage of death, which 
their own perverteft choice would have made eternal. But now, be­
hold them washed, sanctified, and made fit for the society of angels 
and of God himself. Do you ask what has caused this mighty 
transformation? This same word assures us it Was, and could be, 
nothing less than the sacrifice of Christ. “ They have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."

In view of this result, then, we may well exclaim, “ Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? "

II. A second result is, that their holiness, and consequently their 
happiness is secured to them forever.

The conditions of the first covenant under which man was placed, 
were, “ this do and live; disobey and die.” And although this law 
was holy in its design, and just in its requirements and sanctions, 
yet it is perfectly certain, that, under its provisions, no one of the 
human family could ever have been received to heaven ; for, “ by 
the deeds of the law, there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.”

But Christ is the Mediator of a better covenant; the provisions of 
which, are predicated upon no obedience of the sinful creature, but 
upon the acts of one, who, above the law, and therefore not bound 
by its requirements, yet, consents, for the sinner’s good, to become 
subject to it, that he might, by keeping it, first show that it was just 
and good; and then, by voluntarily yielding himself, though inno­
cent to suffer in the place of the guilty, rescue the sinner from 
merited punishment. The conditions of this covenant, then, were, 
that Christ should obey, suffer and die, the just for the unjust, and 
that then the Spirit should be sent, to draw, convince and sanctify 
those sinners who would confide in this arrangement; and that by 
this one offering of himself, he should forever perfect those who are 
sanctified. The fulfilment of these conditions, be it remembered, 

were undertaken upon the distinct promise to the Son, that “he 
should see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied," and, that of 
those thus given to him, he 11 should lose nothing." Hence his con­
fident assertion, “My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me, 
and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand.” Here is the foundation 
and essence of their bliss: that it is eternal. Fear not, ye redeemed; 
though fiery trials assail youi faith, and fierce temptations shake 
your constancy, He whom the Father heareth always, has prayed 
for you, that your faith fail not. Secure, therefore, under the protec­
tion of his omnipotent arm, you can bid defiance to Satan's malice, 
and mock his impotent wrath.

This result also, directly and solely in consequence of Christ’s 
sufferings, leads us again, in the words of the text, to ask, Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory ? ”

III. A third result, which we shall mention, is, that in this sacri­
fice we have a clearer and fuller display of the Divine attributes.

1. The wisdom of God. How far excelling all schemes of man’s 
devising I Had the question been proposed to the accumulated 
wisdom of the world: “ whether it was possible, that a sinner, 
against the positive prohibitions of a perfect law, could ever be par­
doned and received into favor without impairing the dignity of the 
law, or impeaching the veracity of the law-giver, doubtless their 
decision would have been a negative, and the world, with a groan, 
would have answered, No I No eye could pity, no arm could save, 
and nought but infinite wisdom could have suggested a plan, in 
which the judge, taking the place of the criminal, honors the laW, 
while he releases the transgressor; and by virtue of that myste­
rious connexion of infinite dignity with humanity—fully satisfies 
the claims of divine justice, against every offender, who is willing 
to accept of this arrangement for his rescue. The sin of man being 
committed against the perfect law of an infinitely holy God, could 
not be expiated by any thing short of a corresponding punishment 
of the sinner, which could become infinite only by duration. But 
by this wonderful connexion of Deity with humanity, the sufferings 
of the substitute for a limited time are considered fully equivalent to 
those deserved by the trangressor. He thus made an atonement, not 
so much for sinners as for sin, and therefore it is, that he is called a 
sin offering. How gloriously then is the wisdom at God displayed 
by this arrangement!

2. The benevolence of God. All the arrangements of the uni­
verse cost him nothing. “ By the word of the Lord were the hea­
vens made, and all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth.” 
He spake, and it was done—he commanded, and it stood last.” But 
in the accomplishment of man’s redemption, we find employed not 
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merely the word, of God, but the art; and not only the act, but the 
labor; yea, more than this, the sacrifice. “ He spared not his own 
Son, but gave him up for us all;” not for his friends, but for his 
enemies, the murderers of his own Son ! To comprehend more 
fully this sacrifice, let us remember, that it is not that of a king re­
ducing to obedience a revolted province, by some signal act of cle­
mency, but God, the Creator, who has the clearest right to expect 
and demand entire obedience, coming himself, in the person of the 
Son, and sustaining the weight of indignation, which should rest 
upon the sinner’s head. And what, I ask, but infinite benevolence, 
could induce such a sacrifice ?

3. The justice of God. Angels had indeed fallen, and were re­
served in chains under darkness unto the judgment; but, confined 
away from the pure and the good, their fate might become less and 
less impressive, until, as a preventive of similar rebellion, it would 
become powerless. This world, filled with violence and guilt, 
might, at length, exhausting the forbearance of outraged mercy, 
have brought upon itself swift destruction, and have sunk into hope­
less annihilation. Thus, all traces of the consequences of guilt be­
ing blotted from the universe, other angels might have fallen, and 
other worlds have been enticed to revolt. But here is one who is 
known in all worlds, bearing constantly about him the marks of the 
Divine hatred of sin, and proving that a holy and just God would 
not spare even his own Son, when, by the iniquity of others beiing 
laid upon him, he is counted a transgressor.

4. The veracity of God. The penalty denounced against sin by/1 
a God of truth, must be inflicted, even if his own Son become the 
victim. Thus we see all the divine attributes harmonize; while 
upon each is poured from this scene of suffering, as from some vast 
fountain of light, a brilliancy and a power which elsewhere crea­
tion could not furnish. For this reason, then also, “ Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory ! ”

IV. The sufferings of Christ were also necessary to inspire con­
fidence in the stability and excellency of God's moral government.

It is here shown, that God, as governor, delights in the happiness 
of his creatures, and is willing to secure it even at the greatest 
sacrifice: with the intent “ that now, unto principalities and pow­
ers in heavenly places, might be known by the church, the mani­
fold wisdom of God.”

But though thus anxious for their happiness, it is here shown also 
that, in no instance, will he compromit his express declaration, that 
“every transgression and disobedience shall receive its just recom­
pense of reward.” Take but this event away, and the flood-gates 
of temptation are thrown open, wide as to the utmost verge of earth 
and heaven. Angels had indeed fallen, and been punished. But 

miHit not others, greater in dignity and power, have been spared? 
if die defection and revolt had increased and extended, from rank 
to rank and world to world, until at length, the appalling sight were ' 
presented of a universe in rebellion against its Lord—might this 
not compel, even Jehovah himself, in dismay, to relax somewhat of 
the strictness of his exactions, and severity of his denunciations, in 
order to restore peace and harmony to his distracted empire. Such 
a query might very naturally have been raised, had not Christ suf­
fered. But while we behold him praying, if it were possible that 
this cup might pass from him, and yet, as we know, it did not pass, 
who now can find any room to question, that justice must be sa­
tisfied, whoever may be the victim ; even the Son in the bosom of 
the Father Almighty.

If then, such glorious results have followed ; if an innumerable 
multitude’of polluted sinners have been redeemed from deepest 
misery, and made eternally holy and happy. If the attributes of 
God have been thus more'gloriously illustrated,—and a confidence 
inspired in the stability and excellency of his government; truly 
may we exclaim, 11 Ought not Christ to have sulieicd these things, 
and to enter into his glory.”

APPLICATION.

From the atonement thus illustrated, we observe—
1. How narrow a view of this vast subject is that which regards 

our Saviour, merely as an example of patient suffering, and a pure 
moral teacher I These were indeed objects, attained by the sacri­
fice, but the grand design was something incomparably higher and 
more glorious. And though sinners may despise and wonder, until 
they perish; yet, while the smoke of their torment ascendeth up 
forever and ever, the redeemed of the Lord, will shout “Hallelujah, 
for the Lord God, Omnipotent reigneth! ”

2. How impressive a lesson of self-denial is taught us in this ex­
ample of the suffi-ring Son of God I How contemptible appear all 
our boasted sacrifices ! How utterly unworthy the name when 
contrasted with what he has done I

3. What sight more fitted to melt the sinner’s heart than this: 
the Creator, wooing his rebellious creature, in tears, and groans, 
and agonies? Sinner, if thy hard heart does not melt, while gazing 
on this scene, tremble,'lest it be found only to yielT, under the fierce­
ness of his burning wrath, which shall utterly consume his enemies.

4. How awful’the doom that awaits the incorrigible sinner ! 
Remember, dying fellow-mortal, it was mercy, infinite mercy, that 
burst in tones of loudest thunder upon Calvary, when, under its fiery 
bolt, the Son of God bowed his head, the voluntary victim, to ap-
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pease the righteous indignation of a holy God. Anil “ if they have 
done these things in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” 
If the consciousness of his own spotless innocence, could not sus­
tain the suffering Saviour without the aid of an angel from heaven ; 
think, O think, dying sinner, what wilt thou do, when, upon thy 
own guilty head shall be poured the fierceness of his indignation. 
What power then, can sustain thy soul, crushed by the intolerable, 
the overwhelming weight, of thy own conscious guilt—and the 
doleful prospect of unending wo, 11 where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched.” Oh ! let then, the lesson of the text 
lead thee to this same crucified Saviour, that he may guide thee by 
his counsels, that afterwards you may, with him, enter into his glory.

NOTE.

“ To preach the law is to proclaim the rule which God has given 
for our Conduct, with its reward and its penalty. On the contrary, 
the characteristic trait of the preaching of the Gospel consists, not 
in merely informing us of our danger, but in making this informa­
tion subsidiary to an exhibition of the great plan of salvation by 
Christ. And yet more, it not only informs us what we must do, it 
also habitually presents before us that stupendous exhibition of the 
love of God which is specially designed to create within us a desire 
to obey. To preach the gospel is not merely to offer to every 
creature the salvation which Christ has purchased, but also to pre-, 
sent the love of God in sending his Son, and the love of Christ in 
dying for us, and the astonishing benefits which he offers to confer 
upon us, as well as the awful condemnation from which he offers to 
rescue us, as the motives which should urge us to accept of this sal­
vation. Unless we do this, we may be skilful expounders of the 
law, we may be good ethical philosophers, but, are we preachers of 
•he Gospel ? ”—Dr. Wayland.


