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“ That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health 
among all nations.'’—Psalm Ixvii: 2.

The general tenor of the Psalm before us appears strongly to fa­
vour the prevailing view, which considers the holy religion of the 
Bible, as destined to obtain a more extended prevalence than the 
world as yet has witnessed. It seems to direct the mental vision to a . 
state of things yet prospective—“a consummation devoutly to be 
wished for,” when “ the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. xi: 9.) So far as 
we can gather, with respect to the purpose of restoring mercy and 
grace, as unfolded to us in the Bible, it would seem that our guilty 
world is at some period to be redeemed from the withering, blasting 
curse which has gone forth over it; and that in both a moral and 
physical pojApf view, it is to regain its pristine beauty and glory. 
Desirable sHTO indeed 1—when our earth, on which, for thousands 
of years, have been exhibited such scenes of abomination, shall be­
come a theatre for the exhibition of the wonde^ of redeeming 
grace; and our fallen world, which has so long been subjected to 
the dominion of Satan, and constituted, in a manner, the suburbs of 
Hell—shall become, (as of right it should be) a province of the 
holy kingdom, quite within the purlieus of Heaven!

Under what form, or in what manner, or at what period of time, 
this dftirable consummation shall be effected, it is not my purpose 
now to enquire: and enquiry, indeed, would probably leave you 
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and myself still involved in much darkness on this point. Whe­
ther the millennial reign, therefore, will be spiritual or personal; 
or whether, (according to Dr. Gill's view,) the personal millen­
nium will be preceded by a universal spiritual reign—are questions 
which at present 1 shall not attempt to resolve. Mr. Miller’s theory, 
which fixes on the ensuing year for the personal coming—the se­
cond advent of our Lord, appears to me to be founded in mistake. 
According to his own interpretation, there are preliminary and pre­
paratory scenes to be exhibited, which heretofore have failed to take 
place, and cannot be crowded into the little space which now re­
mains. Of this, however, we are certain; that the long vista of 
time, through which the prophetic eye took its view, when this 
Psalm was composed, is now" greatly shortened, and we may well 
presume that there remains, comparatively, but a little space to be 
travelled, till we meet some great event—the more immediate pre- 
cdfcjor of “ the comyng of the Lord.” From the shadows of coming 
events, we may augur their near approach ; but these shadows seem 
not to be so well defined, that we can say, precisely, what those 
events are, nor when they shall take place. O, rpay eve ry heart 
be prepared for the latter-day-glory—every tongue cry, “ Thy king­
dom come! ”—and every hand be ready to aid in its advancement I

In presenting my text to your more particular notice, I ask your 
attention to the connexion in which it stands with the foregoing 
verse—the first verse of the psalm: “God be merciful unto us, 
and bless us; and cause his lace to shine upon us; that thy way 
may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations.” 
Our text, you will observe, forms the ground of the foregoing peti­
tion ; or, if you please, it presents the great object, with a view to 
which the petition is preferred. “God be merciful unto us, and 
bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us.” For what 
purpose?—To what intent? Not merely for our own sake— 
for our own comfort and benefit; but “that thy way may be 
known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations.” We 
may here remark, that when God lifts up the light of his coun­
tenance upon his church, it is expected of course thaimhe will re­
flect that light, and that the world around shall share i^roe blessing. 
So the moon, opaque in herself, reflects the light of the sun; and 
nature thus illustrates evangelical truth. The sun, the great ruler 
of the day, needs not the borrowed lustre of the moon: she there­
fore pays her tribute where it is needed, and throws her silver man­
tle over the darkness of our earth. God does not need the feeble 
light which we can reflect; but he says: “ Pay it yonder: shine 
on the benighted world around you; and thus let your Father in 
Heaven be rglorified.” And thus, O Lord, may it be!->“that 
thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all 
nations.

Enter with me, dear friends, into this subject; and let us con­
sider—

I. The want of saving health among the nations of our sinful 
world,

II. God’s way for the restoration of fallen man—and
III. The universality of this blessing, as here desired by the 

Psalmist.
Our subject ought surely to be considered one in which we are 

all deeply interested ; the topics proposed, are of the highest impor­
tance; and concern not apart only, but the whole of the human 
race.

First then, we propose to consider the want of saving health 
among the nations—all the inhabitants of our sinful world.

There is a natural health of the body ; as when the system is 
free from disease or distemper, and all its parts are in proper and har­
monious keeping. There is also a natural health of the mind; as 
when its faculties perform their proper functions, and are not sub­
ject to irrational excitement or depression. And this natural health 
of body and mind, is justly esteemed one of the greatest blessings 
within the range of nature’s endowments. A sound mind-in a 
tound body is a desideratum, for the want of which, no earthly 
good can furnish a compensation. e #

But there is to be brought into our account, a state of spiritual 
health; a state in which the mental faculties are in harmonious 
keeping with the will of God, and with one another, that saving 
health ” which is spoken of in our text: and of this state, alas I 
the world is despoiled I Yes, dear friends, a dire disease has in­
fected the whole human family ’—a disease, how fearful in its na­
ture, and fatal in its issue ! Need 1 name this disease? It is pro­
nounced in one word—a little monosytable, but of tremendous im­
port— it is SIN! This is the dire disease—so fearful in its cha­
racter, so fatal in its issue, and exceeding all other diseases in ma­
lignity, as far as the moral state of man transcends in importance 
any natural condition in which he may be placed. Nay, it is the 
baneful root^f all other diseases—the remote but efficient cause of 
our mortal OTssolution ; and issuing at last (unless arrested m its 
progress) in that tremendous catastrophe—the second death! Let 
me not be accused of indulging in the creation of imaginary 
images in presenting the moral condition of fallen«taan under this 
figure—it is authorized by the volume of inspiration. And bear 
with us, dear friends, if in shadowing forth man’s moral portrait, 
we dip the pencil in sombre colors:—faithfulness to the original re­
quires it at our hands. ’ ,

Diseased! yes, deplorably so ! “The whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart is faint.” View the understanding:—how dark 
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with respect to divine things! The judgment ;—how erroneous 
its decisions on sacred subjects! The will;—how perverse in its 
dictates and disposition! The affections:—how alienated from holi­
ness and from God !

Diseased! Nay, there is a complication of diseases! What is 
pride, but a moral dropsy, that “ swells the haughty worm ’ ” 
What is avarice but a morbid canine appetite, that “ never sailh, it 
is enough? ” And worldly ambition, and lust and envy—are they 
not so many types of burning fever, kindled in the blood by the 
poison of sin? And hatred and cruelty—what are they, but the 
effects of a rabid disease, inflicted by the bite of the old serpent? 
Alas! alas! “ Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician 
there?” Exercise a little patience,and we shall hear.

It is true, indeed, that were we to treat particularly of the cha­
racter of this complicated disease, as it appears throughout the hu­
man family, we should have to admit a difference in its virulence, 
in different pedons, and under different circumstances; but still we 
should insist on its identity—its radical sameness, in all persons, 
and the same fatal issue, unless arrested by some remedy which 
human skill can never furnish. Surely we must say, “ There is 
no health in us.” “ The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is 
faint." And is their no balm for this fearful wound—no remedy for 
this fatal disease? Thanks be to God! there is: and I may epn- 
gratulate you, my dying fellow-creatures, that we have to consider*

II. God's way for the restoration of fallen man to a state of moral 
health. “ That thy way may be known upon earth—thy saving 
health among all nations.”

Quacks have tried their skill and exhausted their remedies in 
vain. Four thousand years were allowed for the experiments of 
human ingenuity : and philosophers have elaborated their systems; 
and legislators have formed their codes—and moralists have laid 
down their precepts—and devotees have tried their penances; and 
still the deadly sickness has prevailed;—and sin still continued to 
reign “ lord of the ascendant.” Give place then for “ God’s way 
to be known upon earth, his saving health among all nations.”

Our spiritual disease consists in guilt and polluiton: and the 
remedy must be adapted to the case in both these respects. The 
remedy which we now present to your attention is thus adapted. 
It comes to meet, to neutralize, to conquer, the disease, in both 
these respects. And the remedy is found in God's method of salvor 
iion by Jesus Christ. “ That as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign, through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. v: 21.) If sin then be the moral 
disease, reigning unto death, grace is the sovereign remedy, reign­
ing unto eternal life: and the medium through which it reigns, is 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Here is a way for the restoration of 
fallen man; a way consistent with the moral character of God; 
“that he might be just, and the justifier ot him that belicveth in 
Jesus.” (Rom. iii: 26.) Infinite wisdom has devised the plan— 
infinite love resolved on its adoption—and infinite power puls it in 
execution. Jesus Christ has provided the blessed remedy, and the 
gospel exhibits it to our view: (excuse me for carrying out this 
figure a little) conviction probes the deadly wound—repentance 
puts it in a healing way; and faith, (justifying faith.) receives and 
applies the remedy. Dying sinners, why, O why will you perish? 
‘‘Is there no balm in Gilead ? Is there no physican there? Why 
then is not the health of the daughter of iny people recovered?” 
(Jer. viii: 22.)

But you will indulge mo in being a little more particular on this 
point. I hjjve said that our spiritual malady consists in guilt and 
pollution; and that the remedy must, in both respects, be appropria­
ted to the disease. And I have said that the remedy now presented 
to your notice, possesses the fitness requisite for the occasion. Let 
us see how this position may bn sustained; or in other words, how, 
in the provision made by redeeming grace, our guilt can be cancel­
led, and our moral pollution overcome.

Guilt is the consequence of transgression—producing a liability 
to punishment: and as all have transgressid, all are guilty. And 
guilt must forever attach to the transgressor, and forever bar against 
him the gates of the heavenly paradise, unless by some means the 
burden be lifted from his sou), and an act of pardoning gracedeliver 
him from condemnation. Shall the condemned criminal be admit­
ted into the parlor of the righteous judge, while the sentence of 
condemnation is hanging over him ? No! Drive the presumptu­
ous wretch from the door: shut him up in the dark and hopeless 
prison. Dear friends, the guilty sinner must be acquitted—must 
be restored to favor, or never can he be admitted into the mansion 
of the great Judge, “ whose eyes are purer than to behold iniquity.” 
Now this is precisely the object, for the accomplishment of which, 
the blood of atonement has made provision. It is the “blood which 
is shed for many, for the remission of sins.” (Matt, xxvi: 28.) 
Christ is set “ forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood: ” 
(Rom. iii: 25.) and God, consistently with his righteous govern­
ment, can pass an act of free forgiveness on i41e believing sinner, 
and “deliver him from going down into the pit, for he has found a 
ransom : ” yea, can now consistently receive him into favor.

But deliverance from guilt merely, would not prepare a sinner 
for the state of heavenly bliss. As guilt bars against him the gates 
of the new Jerusalem, so the prevalence of moral pollution renders 
him unfit for the enjoyment of that state. In love with sin, and at 



158 THE UNIVERSAL SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL.

enmity with the holy character of God. how could the unrenewed 
soul enjoy the society and the happiness of the third heaven? Ma­
homet's fancied paradise might suit him; but “the paradise of God” 
would prove to him a hell ! Behold that blazing throne and Him 
that sits upon it I—You are an opposer to his government I Yon­
der stands the slighted Saviour I—How could you stand before him ?
See the “ innumerable company of They are not your
kindred spirits. And hark to that strain of heavenly music! ’Tis 
the song of the redeemed! Can you join in the chorus? Let us 
listen !—“ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and bless- 
ing.” (Rev. v:
that strain.

12.)__ O sinner, sinner! you are unfit to unite in
The power of-moral pollution must be overcome: 

you must be “ renewed in the spirit of your mind : ”—and, blessed 
be God I for tills too, provision is made in the glorious scheme of 
redeeming grace! . As through the atoning blood of Christ, the 
guilty sinner can fre freely and fully acquitted—so by the influence 
of his Spirit tan the love and power of sin be overcome, and a 
principle implanted, which fits the soul for the enjoyment of hea­
ven. (Rom. viii: 2, 13.) And by what instrumentality can all 
this be effected !—the sinner acquitted from guilt, and prepared for 
the heavenly bliss ? I answer, by virtue of a confiding, loving, and 
obedient faith. By faith we are justified, and so have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ; (Rom. v: 1) and by faith . 
we are sanctified, and so made meet for the heavenly inheritance.
(Actsxxvi: 18.)

1 add, that God's way includesthe exercise of practical religion, 
in all the relations which we sustain—in regard to ourselves, to 
other persons and to God. “ The grace of God that bringeth sal­
vation, hath appeared to all men. teaching us, that denying ungod­
liness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world." (Tit ii: 11, 12.) Here are the 
general duties of life, appertaining to the general relations or ca­
pacities in which we stand—namely, in regard to ourselves, to 
others, and to God:—“ soberly, righteously, godly." These gene­
ral relations and duties include all tn particular; but we cannot 
here enter into detail.

We have thus taken a view of God’s way'for the recovery of 
fallen man to a state of moral health:—the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ—the way of faith—the way of justification

■ from gui'lt—the way of holiness in heart and life. It is a state of 
begun recovery here, to be perfected hereafter in the deathless slate 
of immortal health and happiness. We come now to consider,

HI. The universality of this blessing, as here desired by the 
psalmist: “ That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving 
health among all nations."
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This was an object which lay nearthc heart of the “sweet singer 
in Israel:”—one which he devoutly prayed for and earnestly ex­
pected. When clouds obscured the phasing prospect, he hung his 
harp on the willow, and wept in silence. But again the bright vi­
sion breaks upon his view—he catches the inspiration—he resumes 
his harp; he tunes it afresh ; and filled with holy fire, he sweeps 
the silver chords, and pours forth, in triumphant strains, the very 
music of heaven I Brethren, if we possess the spirit which actua­
ted the psalmist, we too shall earnestly desire and pray for this ob­
ject; and we too shall rejoice in the prospect of its consummation. 
And now let it be observed and well remembered, that what we de­
sire and pray for, we should labor after, and employ our efforts 
and energies to accomplish. Were it not a subject of too serious 
import for amusement, 1 should have been amused at the strange 
inconsistency which has marked the course of some few good 
brethren within the circle of my acquaintance. At one time you 
might hear them pouring forth their prayers, that God would send 
the blessed Gospel through the whole habitable globe, and fill the 
world with the knowledge of the Lord ;—and then, opposing mis­
sionary operations—arguing against them as the fruit of man’s in­
vention, and calculated to rob God of his honor, by taking the work 
out of his hands. Now, were it God’s method to convert men 
without means—without human instrumentality, there would be 
some reason in the objection of these good people, whose jealousy 
is thus aroused for the honor of the Lord of hosts : and so also, in 
that case, would there be reason in obji cling to the preaching of the 
gospel under any circumstances and to any people; aye, and to the 
necessity or utility of becoming acquainted with the Bible. But 
for this, it is presumed, none are prepared to contend. The institu­
tion of preaching the gosprl, and teaching the truths of the Bible, 
was designed, it will be admitted, for the conversion of sinners and 
the edification of the Church. The first heralds of the cross were 
sent forth by the great Master expressly with this view: “Go ye 
therefore and disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost—teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lol I 
am with you always, even to the end of the world.” (Matthew 
xxviii; 19,20)

The only question then seems to be this: “Shalnve use our ef­
forts to spread the gospel—to diffuse the knowledge of Bible- 
truth throughout the world? And, brethren, dear brethren, shall 
this indeed be a question with us? If we are not to do it, who 
shall do it? Or has the Master’s command ceased with the first 
age of Christianity; and is there now no authority for publishing 
the tidings of salvation at home or abroad ? If so, wo unto us!— 
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for then is “ the glorious gospel of the blessed God " but a dead 
letter to us! and then have all the precious promises which spring 
from it, vanished into thin air ! and then have all the sweet hopes 
which cluster around it, taken their everlasting flight, and left us 
wrapt in the darkness of despair ! Methinks I hear you say, “ Ne­
ver—O never, can we consent to this ! " No, nor can 1: and, 
thanks be to God! there is no occasion for it. The gospel still 
maintains its efficacy, and is still “ the power of God unto salvation, 
to every one that believeth." (Rom. i: 16.) And this fact, breth­
ren, that the gospel remains “ in full force and virtue”—retaining 
still its vital, undying power, argues the propriety, the duty of pub­
lishing the gospel. Do you ask, “ On whom does the duty of pub­
lishing the gospel now devolve ? ” I answer—on all Christians— 
on all the friends of Christ and his cause, according to the talents 
and the means of which they are possessed. God has exempted 

Atone from bearing a part in this work: or, if you please, he has 
excluded none from that privilege : and, if there be first a willing 
mind, it is Accepted according to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not.” (2 Cor. viii: 12.) Some have the talent for 
preaching, and arc marked out by Heaven for the work of the 
ministry : but they are not angels, but human creatures, and must 
be supported by human means. Well, ahd others who may not 
have that talent, possess the means for aiding in the necessary sup-, 
port. Let them freely and liberally contribute of their earthly sub- , 
stance for this purpose. This is the treasury of the Lord; and 
who will refuse to honor the draft of the King of Heaven? And 
then again you can show yourselves in other ways the advocates 
for thecause of Christ: and all can make an offering of their pray­
ers—their earnest cries to God, for the salvation of dying sinners, 
and the prosperity of Zion.

If now you should ask—“ where must the gospel be published ?" 
I would answer, In all the world: and on us it devolves to do our 
part towards this desirable consummation. Those with whom we 
may be more immediately connected, claim our first regard. 
“ Though God hath made of one blood all nations of men," the 
destitute regions of our own country may well be allowed the pre­
cedence in the exercise of our Christian benevolence; as, in the 
first promulgation of the gospel, the messengers of salvation were 
directed to “ begin at Jerusalem." These labors of love, however, 
were not then, nor are they now to be confined to the regions of 
home. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me, (said our Lord,) both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” Acts i: 8.

And now, brethren and friends, what more shall I say to impress 
upon you a sense of this deeply interesting object ? I have made
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■n appeal to your minds with respect to the duty which calls us to 
action in this case; would that I could so appeal to your hearts as to 
engage your sympathy in aid of a sense of duty. Let us, by way 
o! illustration, suppose a ca»e which shall concern our bodily con­
dition. We readily comprehend the concerns of the body.

Let ussuppose that a disease oi hopeless character, a Ltal plague, 
has for a length of time been raging amongst us, and in the ng ions 
around. The sick, and the dying, and the dead, matk its fearlul 
progress; anJ all appliances have failed to afford relief At last, 
however, the happy discovery is made, of an <ffic:ual remedy or 
this horrid disease: experience has tested its virtue and piorrd its 
efficacy. Whenever the remedy is applied, returning health begins to 
sparkle in the languid eye, and to mantle on the pallid cheek. The 
progress of death is arrested ; and hope and joy take place of des­
pair and wretchedness I This happy discovery, however, is con­
fined at present to our particular neighborhood—a small part of the 
infected region. Yonder, not far off—and yonder on the distant 
frontiers of the settlement, the fatal disease reigns unchecked, and 
death on bis pale horse, still rides triumphant! Now, dear fiends, 
how would you feel and how would you act in this case ? Con­
tent yourselves with your own favored lot, and selfishly injny tho 
benefit? “No! (you say)—perish the though'.! ! Dispatch cou­
riers to give notice of the discovery. Send physicians and apothe­
caries with the medicine and prescriptions; and let our languish­
ing, dying fellow creatures share in the ble.-singof which we have 
partaken." Well done, ye kind hearted,sympathizing spii its!—all 
the good and benevolent will applaud your course; and your own 
consciences.and God himself will approve!

Well, my brethren and friends, need I now make the applica­
tion I lam sure you will anticipate me. The (earful, fatal mo­
ral plague—issuing in the second death, has infected the whole hu­
man family. Once we were under its direful influence: “ But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he lovid us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ; (by grace ye are saved:) Anti hath raised us up tog'ther, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus: (Ephes, 
ii: 4—6) And now. brethren,—ye who have witnessed the virtue 
of the sovereign remedy, in the hand of the heavenly physician— 
lift up your eyes and behold- the distitute tracts within the lim.ts of 
our own country, and our own state even ! And look b< yond to the 
distant regions, over whose inh ffiitmts hangs the deep attd hopeh ss 
shadow of death ! Bee the multitudes of the sick and tho dying, 
and siy—shall we not send to these unhappy creatures the balm of 
Calvary—the healing, restoring remedy, which the great Physi­
cian has provided for perishing sinners ? Oyes! let us do what

21
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we can towards this desirable object, and win the approbation of 
good men—of the holy angels—of our own consciences—and of 
the blessed God himself.

For your encouragement in this good work, I must refer you to 
the reports of our Missionaries,—where you will find, that the la­
bour expended in this service, has not been in vain in the Lord. In 
our own country, the message of salvation has been carried into re­
gions which had worn, in a great measure, the character of a dreary 
waste: an J in those regions, sinners have been converted to God— 
Churches have been planted, and in some instances provided with 
pastors. And then, with respect to the regions of Heathenism— 
overhung for ages with shadows deep and dense—“ upon them hath 
the light shined I ” There the voice of the Missionary has not 
sounded in vain; and there the press has sent forth “the word of 
life”—translated into various languages and dialects—supplying, 

Kin a manner, the^pentecoslal gift of tongues: and thus kindling up 
the little fires, which, though now “ few and far between," are des­
tined uhiiAately to unite in one general blaze—consuming the 
mighty mass of superstitious trumpery—dispelling the darkness— 
and animating with vital warmth the cold and cheerless shades of 
death I

And now, dear brethren and friends, let me ask, who will refuse 
to help on towards the furtherance of this object?—or rather, who will 
not desire and resolve to bear a part in those efforts which tend tb 
its accomplishment? How refinedagratification—what a sublime 
pleasure, must expand the heart, from a consciousness of having / 
contributed to such an object!—of having aided in delivering thou­
sands—aye, millions, from the thraldom of the most appalling su­
perstition and all its horrid consequences; and in bringing them 
under the influence of that blessed dispensation of mercy and grace, 
which presents the only sure hope of eternal life to the dying race 
of Adam 1 And here let me remark, that great as are the advan­
tages, temporal and spiritual, which result from the influence of the 
gospel, in the present state of things, we are encouraged to expect 
a mighty increase of that influence and its happy effects as the fa­
vored period advances to which we are now looking forward :_ the
season when, according to the prophetic testimony, "the light of 
the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light ofthesun shall 
be seven fold, as the light of seven days.” (Isa. xxx: 26.) Not only 
shall this heavenly religion be more extensive in its range, but 
more powerful in its operation; and the church, in her moral 
features, shall bear a nearer resemblance to the Zion of God in her. 
triumphant state.

“ How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then' ,_ _ ,
How gloriously from Zion hill she looks! \.
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Cloth’d with the sun, and in her train the moon,
And on her head a coronet of stars ;
And girding round her waist, with heavenly grace,

\ The bow ol meicy bright; and in her hand, 
Immanuel's cioss, her sceptre and her hope.” ) [PollOK.

O may every heart unite in the language of the Psalmist “God 
be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and cause his face to shine upon 
us I That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health 
among all nations.”

"Grace, mercy and peace be with you all I

Worldliness and /tcligion Contrasted.

A LECTURE,
Delivered by Rev. H Keeling, at the house of a friend, in De­

cember, 1840.

“ There be many that say, ‘ Who will show us any good ?1 Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.” Psalm iv: 6.

Comparisons instituted between our own circumstances and 
those of other persons, especially such as are apparently less favor­
ed than ourselves, are doubtless profitable: they are suite' to t e 
excitement of gratitude and beneficence ; gratitude to God for the 
blessings which we enjoy, and beneficence to those whose con Jiuon 
is less eligible than our own. But any comparison of our own mo­
ral qualitiesand conduct with those of other people, especially when 
made with a view to their detriment and our advantage, is always 
hazardous. Sell-love is apt to interfere and produce an unrighteous 
decision ; and even when the decision is righteous, pride may turn 
it to bad account. The first suggestion of the thought, probably re­
minds you of the pharisee, who boastingly said, ‘ God I thank thee 
that I am not as other men, or even as this publ|gm.

But even these comparisons are sometimes not only allowable, 
but necessary and proper. For this we have the highest aut on y, 
that of prophets and apostles,—yea, and of our Lord himself. He 
•aid, ‘‘l am the good Shepherd,all that ever came before me are 
thieves and robbers.” (John x: 14,8.) Our text is also an exam­
ple. «There be many," says the Psalmist, who say, Who 
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will show us any good?’ Lord, lift thou up the light of thy coun­
tenance upon us.”

I propose in this little lecture, briefly to transfer the comparison 
in our text, from characters to qualitii s, and then to have you to 
make your own application of the subject. This I shall do by soli­
citing your attention to the several particulars, which are exprtssed 
either in one or in the other side of the antithesis. The question, 
“ Who will show us any good?" is evidently the language,

1. Of worldliness. This I infer from the antithesis, " the light 
of the countenance" of God. The world contemplated as an ob­
ject of desire an.f pursuit, does not consist tn the mountainsand 
plains, rivers and fields, flocks and herds, which appear upon the 
surface; nor in the minis which are hid in the bowels of the earth. 
Still less does it comprise the whole earth as a possession. It in- 
cluhsso much of whatever is of a worldly nature, as any man 
miy be prompted to endeavor to acquire, either by ambition or incli- 
nition. In thi^sense it includes wealth, honor and pleasure: These 
are all very Lui lable obj« cts of desire and pursuit. But th*y must 

'be desireti and pursued, ns mere creatures, not as the Supreme 
Good; as means of happiness and usi fulness, and not as the source. 
*1 he woiId in subordination to God isa blessing; as his rival, it is 
a curse. The rich fool* in the parable was a subject of blame, not 
because he was embarrassed as to where he should store away his 
goods, nor on account of his resolution to pull down his barns attd 
build greater; nor for his satisfaction in eating, drinking and ftsu- 
vity; but because, he, "lay’ng up treasure for himself, was not > 
ri'h toward God" (Lukexii: 21.) Alas! how sin has perveited'7 
our ju Igment, vitiated our taste, blinded our perception, and debased 
our whole moral and physical man. What a horizon bounds the 
vision of the worldly man I He. is in religion, what the King of 
Burmah is in geographical knowkdge. This man contended with 
the Missionaries, not only that his own empire is the most august in 
the Univ, rse. but that the American Continent does not even exist 
It is the language,

II. Of unfixedness. Unfixedness as regards both the. object 
s<m-ht.nn\ the source whence it is to be obtained. The object 
sought is any good, ” and the in errogation respecting its source 
is, Who will show it? ” We may go to the philosopher, the port, 
the statesman, the gentleman of fortune and leisure, the labourer, 
th- m n of pleasure, and the devotee of fashion, and if we ask them 
rrspt ctively to show ns anv good, what is the reply ? Each adopts 
the language of •' the depth," and of “ the sea," when interrogated 
concerning wisdom, and deposes, “ It is not in me." Or at most,

• Joseph of Ariaatbea was possibly as rich, and Abraham richer. 

they reply in the terms of “ destruction and death '' and inform 
us “ We have heard the lame thereof, with our ears. God under- 
standeth the way thereof, and he knowrth the place theri of." (Job 
xxviii.) But further they enlighten us not. But it is the language,

111. Of disquietude. Restlessness is ihe necessary ftuit of un­
certainty. No man can be unsetlkd and happy. To be s< tthd in 
misery, 1 had almost said, is preferable to the anxiety of uncer­
tainty and suspense. The mind of the man who has not made God 
his portion, is like a bark on the billows of the sea ; and in some fits 
of its agitation, it resembles a feather in a whirlwind. 1 hat isa 
most perfect description, pet feet in respect tothis patticular, givrn of 
wicked men, by the prophet Isaiah. “ The wicked are like the 
troubled sea. when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt" (Isa. Ivii: 20) How pertinent then is the exhortation of 
another prophet, *• Arise ye, and di part; for this is not your rest: 
because it is polluted. It shall dtstroy you even with a sore de­
struction.” (Micah ii: 10.) We should now dismiss this first 
branch of our subject, were not some other features necessary, evrn 
to an outline of the picture Two of these are too promint nt to be 
omitted. This worldliness, this unfixedness, and this restlessness 
are both general and notorious.

1. They are general. ••There be many, that say, ‘Who will 
show us any good?’ ” This is one of the most distressing and 
appalling facts in the history of man’s affection and revolt. “ Wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it. Not every one that saith unto rne, Lord, Lord, shell enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father, which is in heaven. Many will say unto me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me. ye that work iniquity.” (Matt, vii: 13—20.) Recollect, this 
is not the language of a 'anatic, nor of a misanthrope, but of the 
compassionate Redeemer himself.

2. They are notorious. “ There be many that say, ‘ Who will 
show us any good ? ’ ” These do not say so in so many words, 
but their conduct says so. “The transgressionthe wicked saith 
within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.” 
(Psalm xxxvi: 1.) The worldly man and the sinner, need not tell 
us that they arc such: conduct is notorious—known and read of all 
men. As in religion, profession is vain, when the life contradicts it, 
so in rebellion against God, no declaration of hostility and arms is 
requisite: ’tie in the deed, the unequivocal authentic deed, we read 
the heart.”
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Thesecond clause of the antithesis, “ Lord, lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon us,” implies the opposite of all that 1 have 
said. The figure is strongly expressive of a sense of the Divine 
approbation; and includes a fervent petition for the enjoyment of 
this favor. A sense of the presence—the gracious presence of 
God, brings with it, therefore, in the estimation of the Psalmist, 
Spirituality, Stability and Repose. In opposition to worldliness, 
it brings,

I. Spirituality of Mind. A sense of the Divine favor mani­
fested in Christ, as revealed in the gospel, is to the soul as melody 
to the ear, food to the taste, light to the eye. Between the souj, 
whose affections are fixed upon God, and God himself, an intimacy 
exists, which is altogether of. its own kind: it has no resemblance. 
The simile in our text is, perhaps, one of the strongest in nature, 
and the most appropriate to illustrate the subject. Under the influ­
ence of this feeling, it would seem the Psalmist uttered the words, 
‘Dn thy light shalr we see light." (Psalm xxxvi: 9.)

Darknesses strikingly emblematical of guilt and misery; light 
of righteousness and felicity. The natural state of man in apostacy, 
is sublimely represented by that of a human being in a valley, na­
turally dark, made more gloomy by a shadow, and that the shadow 
of death. Awful imagery! The sun of righteousness is God, re­
vealed in Christ. This light is shed on Apostles in inspiration, and 
reflected on the church in her spiritual illumination, and the world 
is affected by the irradiation. “ Let vour light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good worksand glorify your Father which 
is in Heaven." “ God who commanded light to shine out of dark­
ness, hath shined into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of glory God in the face of Jesus Christ.” In opposition to unfix­
edness, it brings,

II. Stability of Mind. This is one of the most prominent 
features in the picture. In the declaration, “ There be many that 
say, ‘Who will-show us any good?’ ” every thing is uncertain; 
in the prayer, “ Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us,” every thing is settled and fixed. No one can tell where 
happiness and safety reside; still less how they are to be obtained. 
But they do reside in God, and prayer obtains them. Here is firm 
footing, solid rock; all is sea beside. What a contrast between true 
religion, and all its opposites, its substitutes, and its counterfeits I In 
opposition to disquietude, it brings,

III. Repose of Mind. 11 Come unto me all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." “ Peace I leave with 
you, my peace give I unto you, not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 
(John xiv: 27.)

True, this repose is neither perfect nor uninterrupted in this life. 
In navigating the sea of human affairs, the soul encounters dark 
days and stormy seasons. But the clouds are scattered, the sun re­
veals himself, Jesus in a voice, known to the soul as well as to the tem­
pest, says, “ Peace, be still; ” and then all is calm. We meet some 
adverse winds; but not one pilgrim has ever lost his way,—irreco­
verably lost it. We reach some streams difficult to be forded; 
but not a traveller fails to arrive at the heavenly land: On the 
promises, “No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper," 
“ 1 will never leave thee nor forsake thee," “ I give unto them eter­
nal life, and they shall never perish; ” and many others of similar 
import, the believer relies, and enjoys peace. And imperfect and 
interrupted, as it sometimes is, it is a dear pledge of eternal rest,—a 
prelibation of perpetual joy. Of this divine serenity, the soul is 
never bereft in this life : no, not in the hour of death itself. If the 
sun then sets, it is but to rise with a more glorious effulgence, and 
shine in an unclouded and eternal day. “Sweet peace and heavenly 
joy divinely beam on our exalted souls, in that dark hour which 
horror sheds on guilty minds, as some tall tower or lofty mountain 
brow, detains the sun illustrious from its height, when damp and 
darkness fill the vale below.” We should here close this rapid 
sketch, did not the completion of the antithesis require us to say,

1. That as the worldliness, the unfixedness and the disquietude 
expressed in the interrogation, are general, the spirituality, stability 
and repose involved in the prayer, must of necessity be limited. 
“ The called are many, but the chosen are few.” By whom shall 
Jacob arise? for he is small.’ “Are there few that be saved?” 
“ Strive to enter in at the strait gate.” Sin is more easily propa­
gated than holiness, but God vouchsafes his blessing.

2. That although piety is less noisy than worldliness, less noto­
rious, yet there is about her a secret power, and an irresistible 
charm. Truth and holiness, like Stephen’s eloquence, possess a 
"wisdom" and a “spirit," which “ disputers” of whatever sect, 
or synagogue, whether Libertines or others, “ cannot gainsay or 
resist."

With a single remark, I leave you. You inevitably belong to 
the one class or the other.

Is it to the former? You are spending your life, in propounding 
a question, which the experience of all by-gone*generations has 
found to be unanswered. You are in pursuit of an object, which 
is known to have no existence; for, independently of the favor of 
God, -there is no good. What folly I You see something in the 
distant horizon, which you think substantial, but you will find it va­
por. Now if yon had two lives to live on earth, the case would be 
materially altered, one might be spent in experiment, and the other
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in using the information acquired. But experience, under such cir­
cumstances, is the worst of all teachers. It comes too late. The 
patient learns how to take care of his health, when it is lost, beyond 
recovery. The idler knows the value of time, but it is al I spent. Pro­
fit by the trial of others ; no more reiterate the question Who will 
show us any good?" but throw yourself into the class of those 
who pray, •* lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us, O 
Lord I ” The divine favor includes every thing that man can want. 
It changes abject poverty into boundless wealth,—despair into 
hope—drops of sorrow into oceans of joy. My prayer shall be, for 
the diminution of the one class, and the increase of the other, until 
both shall be merged into one—until within the whole range of ac­
countable beings, whose probation is not passed, there shall not be 
one rebellious subject of the great King. Amen.

NOTES ON THE COMPOSITION OF A SERMON.
(Continued.)

The exordium of a sermon, or oration, as the word iiself imports, 
is the beginning . it is to the whole composition what sun-rise, is to 
day. Its main objects are to conciliate the favor of the audiencek 
and to prepare the way for the annunciation of the subject. IL 
should never be long. A long exordium, especially to a short ser­
mon, has been compared to a large portico in front of a small house. 
The methods of introducing a subject, are as various as the genius 
and taste of the speakers, or the varieties of human features. If 
the subject of discussion be supposed to be the centre of a circle, the 
positions from which it may be approached, may be as numerous as 
the points in the circumference. There may be as many exordiums 
to the same discourse as there may be radii of a circle. This is a 
much more important part of a speech, than many persons sup­
pose. Hence some preachers who deliver extemporaneous ser­
mons, write their introductions. When a sermon has been happily 
introduced, it will require almosta total failure, to convince the au­
dience that the preacher has not succeeded. But scarcely any sub­
sequent effort will atone for a stumbling, blundering commencement

The exordiums of the most popular sermons, are unaffected, plain 
and moderate. In the beginning, the audience are not yet prepared 
for discussion or appeal, or even the statement of a proposition. 
The best models comprise from eight to a dozen sentences—and 
those themselves short. Dr. Wayland’s sermon on the “ Moral 
Dignity of the Missionary Enterprize," and Dr. Porter’s on “Great 
effects from little causes," both publishers tracts, are patterns wor­
thy of being not only read, but studied as examples.

(To be continued.)


