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“ See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise. ’ 
Ephesians v: 15.

Within the last few months, a large number of disciples has 
been baptized, and added to this Church. Upon their intelligence, 
piety and consistent deportment, must depend, in a good degree, the 
future prosperity of this body. You, my young brethren, need in­
struction and encouragement. If you possess, as we trust you do, 
the right spirit, you thirst for scriptural knowledge. “ As new 
born babes," you “desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby." (1 Pet. ii: 2.) The church, as a nursing mother, 
would have you fed with “ knowledge and understanding,” that 
you may grow in grace, abound in comfort, and be prepared for ex­
tensive usefulness.

The apostle divided men into two classes—the children of dark­
ness and the children of light. “For ye were sometimes dark­
ness, but now are ye light in the Lord.” (v. 8.) The works JM 
darkness are unfruitful and shameful. From these, Paul dissuaded 
his Ephesian brethren: “Have no fellowshin with the unfruitftil 
works of darkness,'but rather reprove them. (v. 11,12.) . But 
the fruit of the Spirit," by which you are enlightened, “ is m all 
goodness and righteousness and truth,” (v. 9.)—goodness in the dis­
position, righteousness in the action, and truth in the speech.- 
“ Wherefore he saith,” or, as it reads in the margin, “ it saith; that 
is, the gospel personified, saith, “^Awake thou that sleepest, and
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arise from the dead, and Christshall give thee light.” (v. 14.) “See, 
then,” continues the apostle, “that ye walk circumspectly, not as 
fools, but as wise."

I invite you, my young brethren and sisters, and all others, to 
consider,

I. The duty enjoined—“ Walk circumspectly.
The term •‘walk,1’ is frequently used in the scriptures, and in 

common discourse, to signify life or conduct. In this sense it is 
here employed by the apostle. To “ walk circumspectly " is to 
live uprightly—to pursue the course of conduct required in God’s 
word. As a man walking barefoot among thorns, or venomous ser­
pents, moves with a cautious and calculating step; so the “ children 
of light,” encompassed by temptations, assailed by foes, and exposed 
to the most fearful perils, should take good heed to their steps—move 
in the path of rectitude ; or, according to McKnight's translation of 
the passage, “walk accurately." The language of the text is in­
definite and coutprehensive. To “walk circumspectly" calls for 
constant watchfulness, and prudence, and decision, and prayer., To 
assist you in understanding and obeying this important injunction, I 
propose to state a few plain principles, by which, if your walk is 
guided, it will be upright.

I. You, should make the Sacred Scriptures the rule of your 
lives.

God has graciously condescended to show us the path of duty. 
The bible is a revelation, not only of truths and facts, to be believed- 
and studied, but of precepts to be obeyed. It is replete with in­
struction concerning our duties to God and to our fellow-men. “ The/ 
grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live, soberly, righteously and godly, in this present world.” (Titus 
ii: 11, 12.) “The commandments and ordinances of the Lord" 
mark out the path of righteousnes; and the recorded examples of 
the saints, the divine promises and threatenings, invitations and 
counsels, stand like so many sign boards, with the inscription, in 
legible letters, “Tins is the way—walk ye in it.” It be­
comes us then to study the “ lively oracles,” with diligence and 
prayer, that we may learn the path of duty. Aim, my dear young 
friends, to be Bible Christians. Imbibe the spirit which it breathes; 
obey the precepts which it enjoins ; copy the illustrious examples 
which it records, especially that of your Lord and Redeemer; take 
warning from the failings and faults of good men, which it discloses; 
seek consolation and strength from the precious promises with which 
it abounds; and by “ patient continuance in well doing,” .secure 
that “eternal life" which it reveals. Live according to this rule, 
and your walk will be circumspect. But in the various relations

.nd pursuits of life, questions of duty frequently arise, to which the 
scriptures furnish no direct and satisfactory answer. They must 
be salved by general principles—by a process of reasoning not 
always clear and decisive. 1 now remark,

2. You should avoid every action of doubtful propriety, unless 
you have greater, or al least, equal doubt, oj the lawfulness oj neg-

This rule of conduct is clearly revealed in the word of God. 
Listen to the language of an inspired apostle to the 1 hessalonian 
Church: “Abstain from all appearance of evil? (1 Ihess. v: 22.) 
This comprehensive language prohibits, not merely gross and noto­
rious sins, but every act and every indulgence which bears the sem­
blance of evil—which has the taint of suspicion. To the same ef­
fect the apostle speaks in his epistle to the Romans: “ VV hatsoever 
is not of faith is sin.” (Rom. xiv : 23.) An eminent critic and ca­
suist thus correctly paraphrases the passage : “ W hatsoever is done 
without a conviction of its lawfulness, is really sin, though it be 
lawful in itself.” This principle of action, if duly regarded woo d 
scatter at once and forever, a thousand doubts concerning the path 
of duty. It readily gives its countenance to every good and noble 
enterprize; and frowns on every evil cause. You will often my 
dear friends, in your progress through life, be tempted to en­
gage in pursuits, and to participate in enjoyments, into the lawfulness 
and expediency of which, if you would walk circumspectly, you 
must carefully inquire. Let not your inquiry be, Is this conve­
nient? Is it agreeable? Is it advantageous ? Is it popular? Is it al­
lowable ? but let'it be, Is it of doubtful propriety ? Has it the ap­
nearance of evil ? If your conscience assures yon that it has the 
“appearance of evil,” you must carefully.abstain from it, however 
convenient, or agreeable, or advantageous, or popular, it may be or 
bv whomsoever it may be allowed, if you would approve yourselves 
to God and to men. Honestly adopting this rule of action, you will 
rarely be embarrassed concerning the path of duty; but still nicely 
balanced questions ofobliyation may present themselves, to which 
the rule cannot be applied. The lawfulness of acting, or of re­
fraining from acting, may seem to be equally dubious. I therefore

3. You should, on questions of duty, when needful, consult your 
most pious, judicious, and faithful friends. ....

An indisposition to seek adviee, or to follownt when it is given, 
marks a weak and perverse mind. Wise men distrust their own 
judgment, especially in matters which involve their own inter, sts. 
Solomon says: “ The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; but 
he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.” Every man has his 
weaknesses, his prejudices and his errors. Even great men are
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not always wise.” The judicious seek light from the knowledge 
and experience of others; undin this lies their security. “Where 
no counsel is, the people fill; bin in the multitude of counsellors 
there is sildy.” /V cart ful comparison of our sentiments with 
those o oihers, tends to era lie.no prejudices, correct errors, dissipate 
doubts, and coniiim the jiid ;m -nt. The man who acts according 
to the m )st ju licious coiiumJ within his reach may err, but he can 
nvver b: jus'ly rep.oae.hed. It is an error of the head, and not of 
the heart My dear brethren, you are mostly young, and compara­
tively inexperienced. Lean not to your own understandings. Be­
ware of self conceit and vanity. Docility, in the young, is the most 
becoming and lovely disposition. God lias kindly surrounded you 
with Christian friends, whose age, experience, and judgment enti­
tle them to deference. They fervently desire to see you walking 
circumspectly. When the path of duty is beclouded by doubts, or 
beset by dangers, or obstructed by difficulties; and when you can 

^find in the Inblemo dire- t instruction for your guidance, ask the af­
fection ite conns d of your brethren, particularly of those who are 
most G j 11/ prudent and pi licious. Thus you will be wise by the 
experience of others, and be preserved from the mistakes, errorsand 
sins, into which the s<-l.'-confi lent and heedless fall—thus you will 
“ walk circumspectly, not as fools, butas wise” I observe again,

4. You should, in your conduct, pay such deference to public 
opinion, as may not demand the sacrifice of a good, conscience. 1

Public sentiment is an unsafe rule of conduct. The judgment '- 
that corm-s forth from this tribunal, is frequently Qt variance with j 
that which proceeds from th<* throne of the Eternal. It pronounced / 
Jesus an impostor, and Herod a God. It is as variable as it is false. 
There is no vice which it has not at some lime tolerated; and no 
virtue which it has not discountenanced. If a man would please 
God. he must be gui led, not by the fluctuating standard of public 
opinion, but by the dictates of an enlightened conscience. He mAy 
find it necessary to incur the frown, and bear the persecution of the 
worll. But. after all. if he would “ walk circumspectly”—if he 
would maintain and extend his influence? and increase his useful­
ness in the world, he must yield some deference to the sentiments, 
feelings, and even prejudices, of the community in which he lives. 
The apostle Paul was surely not deficient in firmness of character. 
He counted not his life dear to himself, that he might finish his 
course with joy, and the ministry which he had received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. With the 

• most unblenching firmness?on all questions of truth and duty, he 
combine I the greatest •flexibility on all matters of expediency.

To the Jews,” said he, “ 1 became as a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews; to. them that are under the law, as under the law, that I 

might gain them that are under the law ; to them that are without 
hw as without law. that I might gain them that are without law. 
I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the 
profit of many, that they might be saved.” (1 Cor. ix : 20, 2 an 
x ■ 33.)I will illustrate this position by a pertinent and common case. 
The practice of trafficking in bonds, or as it is commonly termed, ot 
“shaving," is, so far as [can judge, not moral v wrong. W lien con­
ducted, as it should ever be, fairly and honorably, it violates no prin­
ciple of equity. But public sentiment has pronounced its c°nd“?‘ 
nation. An odium cleaves to the man who is employed in it ho 
Christian, who duly prizes his character and his influence; who su­
premely desires to’ honor Christ, and to promote the salvation of 
men, will engage in the traffic, however firmly persuaded of its in­
nocence. He will class it among the things lawful, but not expe- 
d'T You should seek Divine guidance in the path of duty.

The wisest and best men are liable to err. We are in danger 
of being blinded and misled by our interests and our passions. 
When free from any bias of mind, we may be embarrassed and de­
ceived by the complexity of our circumstances. What we mtua 
for good, may be productive of mischief. But God is an infallible 
guide. Without imparting new revelations, or performing mira­
cles, he can so control events ; so shut and open ; so impel and re­
strain, as to make the way of duty and of safety straight and plain 
before our eyes. “ Tjust in the Lord with a l thine heart ; ahd 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknoty- 
ledrre him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (Prov. in : 5,6.) If you 
pray for any earthly good, God may, in his wisdom and mercy, 
withhold it’from you; but if you ask for wisdom, your prayer will 
be acceptable to God. Listen to the encouraging words of Inspi- 
ration: “ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
givethtoall men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 

” hlDulyJreSgarding these rules, my dear young brethren, your walk 
will be accurate—blameless before men, and acceptable in the sight 
°f Haring briefly stated the principles by which your conduct 
should be regulated, I will now proceed to appty them in some

L It is almost unnecessary to say that you should avoid immo­
rality, and perform faithfully the relative duties of

On these subjects yon are already instructed. You know that 
indulgence in sin is incompatible with the existence of true p y. 
“ If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die.” (Rom. viir. 13.) Who­
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soever is born of God, doth not commit sin; for his seed remainetb 
in him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” (1 John 
iii: 9.) You know, too, that a wilful neglectof relativedulies, indi­
cates the absence of genuine faith. “ If any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith,and 
is worse than an infidel." (1 Tim. v: 8.) Unbelievers, the most 
depraved men. prompted by natural affection, make provision for the 
comfortable maint'nance of their families; and if professing Chris­
tians disregard this plain duty, and other similar duties, they mani­
festly renounce the fiith, and prove that they are more corrupt than 
infidels. May these words, my brethren, inscribed on the founda­
tion of God, be also deeply impressed on your hearts, “ Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ, depart from iniquity." (I 
Tim ii: 19.)

2. You, should abstain from ctnsoriousness in your speech.
This vice is expressly forbidden by the spirit of inspiration. 

“ Speak not efdl one of another,” says the apostle James, (tv: 11.) 
Paul carries the prohibition a step farther; “ Put them in mind," 
these are the words of the apostle, “ to speak evil of no man." (Tit. 
iii: 2.) The same God, who forbids robbery, lying and murder, 
inhibits with equal plainness and authority, the practice of evil 
speaking, It must be confessed that in the face of this prohibition, 
the sin prevails to a most humbling extent. Enter into almost any 
social circle, and listen carefully to the unrestrained conversation of 
an hour; and you will be surprised to find how much of it is pa's!- 
ed in evil surmising and detraction. “ I am .sorry to hear it.” 11lj 
trust the report is not true”—“the man has some redeeming quali­
ties”—and such like expressions, are used as a thin veil to coyer 
the grossness of defamation, or as a point to give effect to the wan­
ton attack. This sin is not confined to the ungodly. It lurks 
within the precincts of the church, producing its bitter, but appro­
priate fruits, alienation, discord and strife. The most mischievous 
feuds that I have had the .mortification to witness among the disci­
ples of Jesus, have originated in the unlawful use of the “little 
member.” Suspicions have given birth to false accusations; false’ 
accusations have been followed by recriminations; parlies have been 
formed in the church; the worst feelings have been engendered 
and nourished ; and the Redeemer has been wounded in the house 
of his friends. “The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity; so is 
the tongue among members, that it defileth the whole body, and set- 
teth on fire the course of nature; and is set on fire of hell.” (Jas. 
iii: 6.) I would, therefore, my young friends, affectionately guard 
you against this insidious and common vice. Commencing in in- 
eonsideratenbss, encouraged by the almost universal appetite for 
tattling, and increased by indulgence, it may become your tyrant 

sin He is a wise man who bridles his tongue. Let the love of 
truth reign in your hearts, mid the law of kindness govern your lips. 
“Let no^corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
<rrace unto the hearers." (Eph. iv: 29.)
° 3. You. should avoid unbecoming lerily in your manners.

True religion must be carefully distinguished from austerity. A 
crave countenance, a sanctimonious air, and solemn manners, may 
cover and too frequently they do cover, the most malignant feelings. 
Piety is as cheerful as the light of the sun. Why should not the 
Christian be cheerful 3 If God is his father—if Christ is his Ke- 
deemer—if the Holy Spirit is his sanctifi.r—il hois allied to an- 
o-els—if he is an heir of glory, well may he have a glad heart and 
a bright countenance. But cheerfulness easily degenerates into 
levity Ii is not easy, or even practicable, to furnish specific re 
marks to guide yon in this manor. But it is obvious, to every se­
rious mind, that Some professing Christians indulge, frequently, or 
habitually, in a frivolity of spirit and ol manner, utterly at variance 
with their profession. "After hiving passed an evening in the so­
ciety of the young and gay, where their presence should have 
checked the exuberance of mirth, and their conversation should 
have borne the impress of Godliness, it would be felt by all, even 
the most irreligious, to be incongruous to invite them to close the 
social intercourse by leading in devotional exercises. And why 
should it be so I Were Christians to “ walk circumspectly, it 
never could be so. It is only because, forgetful of their profession, 
and their obligations, they abandon themselves to the strong impulse 
of hilarity. -

Beware, young brethren, of indulging in a lightness of spirit, 
or of manner, from which you cannot easily and gracefully turn to 
religious conversation, or devotional exercises. Seek to be grave 
without morosencss; and cheerful without frivolity.

4. You should sedulously guard against enticements to sinful 
and unsuitable amusements. .

All amusements' however innocent and proper in themselves, 
must be carefully shunned on the Lord’s-day. This is a day of 
sacred rest. Its "delightful hours should be employed in the various 
exercises of religion—private, social, and public. Pious medita­
tion, prayer, reading the scriptures, attendance on the ministry of the 
word, and the ordinances of the sanctuary, fufRish the most delight­
ful, the most profitable, and the most fitting employments for the 
day. The practice, indulged sometimes by church members, ot 
spending the afternoon of Lord’s-day in riding or bathmg, for re­
creation; or in social parties, in vain conversation, to the neglect 
public worship; or in needless slumber; or in reading light ana 
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amusing books, will prove alike injurious to your spiritual inte­
rests, and dishonoring to Christ.

At all times, every amusement of questionable propriety, should 
be avoided. Most amusements can be justified by plausible argu­
ments. What harm is there in dancing 1 in visiting the restora­
tive. the theatre, or the circus? In some directions the line between 
right and wrong, is clearly defined: a man cannot pass the boun­
dary without a consciousness of transgression. He who utters a 
falsehood, or takes in vain the name of his Maker, sins with his 
eyes open. But in other directions, there is a gradual and imper­
ceptible shading from holiness to sin. The thousand paths of plea­
sure slope the way to crime. It is not easy to say where innocence 
stops and guilt begins. If you would keep your consciences pure, 
maintain your influence as Christians, and honor your Redeemer, 
you will avoid every indulgence which needs an apology. Appear 
not where you would blush to be seen,

Thousand^of promising professors have been seduced nnd ruined 
by the amusements of the world. In the beginning of their career, 
they had no expectation of abandoning their profession arid their 
hope. They indulged only in allowable pleasures. But indul­
gence increased the thirst for amusements; and the spirit of prayer 
declined as the spirit of worldliness advanced. Gradually they di­
verged from the path of rectitude. From pleasures of doubtful 
expediency, rejected by the most pious men, they proceeded to! in­
terdicted indulgences. They were seldom seen under the ministry 
of the word, more rarely in the prayer-meeting', and never at the; 
Lord’s table. Soon throwing off all restraint, they plunged into 
vice and ruin. Having escaped the pollutions of the world, through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they were 
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end being worse 
with them than the beginning. (2 Pet. ii: 20.) Let me earnestly 
guard you, my dear young brethren, against entering on this deceitful 
and dangerous path. It is easy to avoid the first step; but that step 
once taken, it is difficult, yea impossible, to predict where you will 
stop.

5. You should be careful and judicious in the selection of 
your companions.

There is sound wisdom in the old adarre, “ A man is known by 
the company that he keeps.”. Thisscntiment has received the sanction 
of inspiration: “ He that walketh with wise men, shall be wise : 
but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” (Prov. xiii: 20.) 
We are so constituted, that we necessarily .exert an influence over 
one another. Intercourse produces assimilation. If we associate 
from choice with the wise and the good, we easily and impercepti­
bly adopt their sentiments, imbibe their principles, and imitate their 

example. So, on the other hand, if our chosen companions are 
men of depraved principles and licentious lives, we shall not long 
continue uncorrupt.

“ Vice is a monster, of such frightful mien, 
As to be bated, needs but to be seen ;
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.”

This quotation from Pope, is as sound in philosophy, as it is beau­
tiful in poetry. 1 have never known a professing Christian who 
sought the society of the vicious and ungodly, not to benefit 
them but for his own pleasure, who did not lose his spirituality an 
savor, if, indeed, he did not make “ shipwreck of faith and a good 

C°Do not misunderstand me, my dear young brethren. You are 
not required to be ascetic, much less to be morose in your man­
ners. Courtesy is a Christian vi.tue. (1 Pet .n: 8.) On “ what­
soever things are lovely, and of good report, you should think. 
(Phil, iv: 8.) Towards all men, even your enemies you are 
bound to cherish good will. Your intercourse with the world 
should be distinguished by gentleness of disposition, politeness 
manner, and if necessary, the spirit of conciliation and forbearance. 
You may, at all times, associate with the wicked, when your object 
is to win them to the Redeemer’s service. But your confidants, 
your advisers, your daily companions, should, as far a» practicable, 
be men who fear God and work righteousness. By constant com­
munion with the wise, and good, your pious resolutions will be 
strengthened, your religious knowledge increased, your laith toni­
fied vour zeal inflamed, and your walk rendered circumspect.

6'. You should never enter into engagements, especially pecu­
niary engagements, without a reasonable prospect oj fulfilling 

■ ^The neglect of ibis duty has brought great reproach on the 
Church of Christ. Many men of the world are punctiliously ho­
norable in all their transactions with their fellows. They would 
lose their lives sooner than they would turn aside by a hair s breadth, 
from the path of integrity and fair dealing. Their eye to use the 
beautiful conception of a distinguished poet, even turned on empty 
space, beams keen with honor.” To every such specimen of no­
bleness in our unsanctified nature, I render thj»tnbute of a ready and. 
cheerful homage. It is, however, a fearful aggravation of their 
guilt, that with such a clear sense of propriety in their^transactions 
with men, they should perversely refuse to “ give unto the Lord the 
glory due unto his name.” If professing Christians have ess in 
tegrity and honor than men of the world, what opinion wi
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formed of the influence of their religion. My brethren, if you are 
irascible, or lack the spirit of prayer, or neglect the sanctuary, or 
fail to bring up your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, or conform to the spirit and fashions of the world, however 
offensive these evils may be in the sight of a holy God, you will 
obtain from the world a ready and full remission of them all. They 
do not censure severely where their own interests arc not invaded. 
But if you neglect to pay your just debts, or contract debts without 
a fair prospect of liquidating them, or descend to dishonest arti­
fices in trade, or falsify your promises, no seeming fervency in de­
votion nor zeal for the prosperity of religion, can screen you from 
the merited derision and scorn of the world. You have committed, 
in their esteem, the unpardonable sin. And unfortunately, they 
transfer the odium which is due to you to the innocent cause which 
you have espoused. Y ou cause the name of Christ to be blas­
phemed. You become a stumbling block in the path of the un- 
Wy- # . ,

I solemnly proclaim it from this desk, wo desire to have no mem­
ber in this CTinrch, who is not of sterling integrity and unbtfnch- 
ing honor. A dishonest Christian is a solecism,. A man may be 
honest without religion ; but he cannot be truly religious, without 
honesty. If our religion does not make us honest, Satan, not God, 
is its author. By cherishing upright intentions, dealing fairly with 
all, seeking the advantage of none, fulfilling every engagement, or i 
accompanying the unavoidable failure, with frank explanations, 
and an effort to prevent, if posssible, its injurious consequences: in 
a word, by doing to others as you would have others do to you. you x 
stop the mouths of gainsayers, and adorn the doctrine of God, 
your Saviour.

It were conceding too much to the world to admit that the charge 
of unfairness and dishonesty in pecuniary transactions so frequently 
alledged, and so vauntingly reiterated, is true without abatement , 
Many grains of allowance must be made for the spirit of scepticism 
and fault-finding whence the indictment proceeds. But after all 
reasonable deductions, it must be conceded that there is too much 
ground for the mortifying accusation. My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be.

And I now proceed to consider,
II. Fhe motives to obey faithfully and diligently this injunc­

tion, “ See that ye walk circumspectly.” 
t I remark—

1. Your profession demands that you shall obey it.
You are the children of light, not of darkness. You profess, 

my young brethren, to be born of God. We witnessed your peni­
tential tears, and heard your humble confessions, your sighs, and 
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groans and earnest cries fur mercy- VV<* tenderly sympathized 
with you in your Godly sorrow. When you were i<d to commit 
your souls, polluted and guilty, into the Saviours bands, we united 
with the angels in the presence of God, in their rapturous joy. 
Before the church and before the world you solemnly avowed your 
attachment to Christ, and vour determination to serve him faithfully 
all your days. With these bands, I buried you with Christ by bap­
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the elory of the Father, even so you also should walk in newness 
of life. (Rom. vi. 4.) At the Lord's table, you publicly, in the 
si°ht of God and angels, pledged yourselves, to remember, to love, 
atTd to honor the crucified Redeemer. And now inquire, my 
Christian friends, whether, in view of your solemn professions and 
sacred engagements, you are not loudly called to “walk circum­
spectly, not as fools, but as wise.” Let the men of the world, who 
have not been enlightened nor renewed by the Spirit of God, who 
are strangers to his pardoning mercy, and the joys of his salvation, 
live according to the lusts of the flesh, and the maxims of the world; 
but from you, beloved of the Lord, we expect better things. Many 
eyes are turned to you with lively interest. God, and angels, and 
men, and devils are watching your conduct. Should you stumble, 
or halt, or turn aside from the straight path, devils and wicked men 
will triumph; good men will be grieved; angels will be amazed ; 
and God will be offended. “ Seeing, then, you are. compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight and the 
sin which doth so easily beset'’ you, “and run wjth patience the 
race set before” you, <l looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of your faith.” JHeb. xii: 1, 2.)

One of two things, my young brethren, I would earnestly ana 
affectionately advise you to do—either abandon yeur profession, or 
adorn it; bear not the name, or imitate the example of Christ. But 
can you, dare you, abandon your profession ? After all you have 
seen of a Saviour’s beauty, and tasted of a Saviour’s love, are you 
willing to forsake his cause, and be called no more by his name? 
1 need not wait for your reply. I anticipate it. Methinks with one 
heart and one voice, you answer—We never can forsake him, on 
whom we depend for life and happiness, and heaven. Then noth­
ing remains for you but to ‘‘glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Cor. vii: 20.)

2. You were redeemed, that you might obey this injunction, “ See 
that ye walk circumspectly.”

Your redemption, my Christian friends, was a stupendous work. 
The blood of bulls and of goats; nay the cattle hpon a thousand 
hills and ten.thousand rivers of oil, could not expiate your guilt. 
The help of men and angels joined, could not have reached your 
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case. The bonds of your iniquity could be broken only by a power 
Divine. "Ye were not redeemed with'corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot.” (1 Pel, i: 18, 19.) Go, stand 
beside the cross. Contemplate the sufferings of your dying Lord. 
Listen to his expiring groans, and mark the agonies of his last 
dread conflict. Deserted by his disciples, forsaken by his Father, 
and assailed by wicked men, and the hosts of hell, he sustained the 
crushing weight of the world's guilt. The trembling earth, the 
bursting rocks, the clouded sun, sympathizing with their Lord, bear 
testimony to the greatness of his sufferings, and the moral gran­
deur of his death. “ It is finished!" The great atonement is 
made. Butwhydid the Son of God, “spotless, innocent and pure,” 
endure these complicated sufferings, and submit to this ignominious 
death '! Was it io purchase for you the privilege of revelling in 
sin? Did he t^stethe vinegar and gall, that you vffight drink un­
hallowed pleasures ? Did he wear the crown of thorns and the 
purple roB- that you might seek the fading honors of the world? 
Did he bear the cross that you might live in supineness ? Did he 
endure the anguish of crucifixion, that you might Mve, not unto 
God, but unto yourselves? No I Never! He " gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” (Tit. ii: 14.) If 
you walk circumspectly, are zealous of good works, then do you 
fulfil the end for which Christ died. He sees the travail of his soul, 
and is satisfied. But if you walk not as wise, but as fools, having 
“fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkneSs,” then do you 
“crucify to” yourselves “the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
an open shame.” (Heb. vi: 6.)

My dear brethren, if this motive does not bind you to obedience, 
I despair of presenting one that will. Christ endured the cross for 
you, and will you not endure the cross for him? Christ died for 
your sins, and will you cherish the very lusts which nailed him to 
the cross? In contemplating the unparalleled love of the Saviour 
displayed in your redemption, you should feel individually the pious 
sentiment which breathes in this beautiful stanza of Dr. Watt's:/

“ Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

3. You were converted, that you might walk circumspectly.
By nature you were depraved, 11 dead in trespasses and sins.” 

You were in a state of moral putrefaction. Your minds were 
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blinded' your hearts perverted, alienated from God, and inordi­
nately inclined to the world; your wills rebellious, and your con­
sciences insensible. How dark and cheerless, and appalling the 
state! Severed from God. under his curse, ripening for hell, your 
condition was unutterably dreadful. The Lord saw and pitied your 
helpless misery. “God who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, bath quick­
ened us together with Christ, (by grace are ye saved;) and hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus.” (Ephe, ii : 4—6.) You are now new creatures. 
“Old things have passed away; behold all things are become new.” 
(2 Cor. v’ 7.) Your minds have been enlightened from above. 
You possess what the npostle. terms, a “spiritual” discernment. (1 
Cor. ii: 14.) You have purilied your souls in obeying the truth, 
through the Spirit. Your affections are set on things above. You 
feel the wondrous change; your neighbors see it, angels rejoice 
over it, and God delights in it.

But why was this great change effected? Merely that you 
might enjoy the blessings of the kingdom of heaven ? This was 
one end, an important end, though not perhaps the most impor­
tant end of your conversion. The apostle unfolds the design 
of your renewal. “We aro his (Gods) workmanship, crea­
ted in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained, that we should walk in them.” (Ephe, ii: 10.) To 
walk in good works, which is but another expression to denote 
walking circumspectly, is the chief-end of your moral renovation. 
And the change is wisely adapted to produce this result. God-pas 
made the tree good, that the fruits may be good. He has shown 
you the odious nature of sin, that you may loathe, lament, and for­
sake it. He has unveiled to your mind the lavishing beauty, the 
exhaustless fulness, and the unchanging faithfulness of Christ, that 
you may admire, love and honor him. He has severed the bonds 
of iniquity, that being made free from sin, you may have your 
fruit unto holiness. He has taken away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and given yoti a heart of flesh, that you may fear his name 
and tremble at his word. He has put his Spirit within you, that 
you may walk in his statutes, and keep his judgments. (Ez. xxxvi. 
27.) In a word, he has made you new creatures, that you may 
lead a new life; acting from a new principle—^ove to God; by a 
new rule—the word of God ; and for a new end—the advancement 
of the glory of God.

Let no man, who lives in sin, fancy that he is born of God. 
They who are in Christ Jesus, walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit (Rom. viii: 1.) “ Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound ? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
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longer therein I ” (Rom vi 1,2.) “ He that committeth sin, is of 
thedevil." (1 Jolmiii: 8.) If, then, you would evince the genu­
ineness of your conversion, you must “seo that yc walk circum­
spectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days arc evil.”

4. Your comfort will be promoted by obeying the exhortation, 
“ See that ye walk circumspectly.”

Your own enjoyment should not be the chief object of your pur­
suit. You are bound to place God’s glory above your own happi­
ness. Still it is allowable and proper to seek your own comfort in 
subordination to the will anil honor of your Lord. God takes 
pleasure in the happiness of his servants. “Comfort yc, comfort 
ye my people, saith your God.” (Isa, lx: 1.) He has made am­
ple provision for the happiness of his faithful servants. His pro­
mises and his ordinances are an unfailing source of consolation to 
them that walk uprightly. “ These things,” said Jesus, to his sor­

rowing disciples/ 11 have I spoken unto you, that my joy might re­
main in yo^, and that your joy might be full.” (John xv: 1 l.)z In 
the darkest hour, the hour of temptation, of conflict, of bereave­
ment, and of death, the Christian coming to the -bible with humble 
confidence, will find light, and strength, and comfort. But God 
has wisely and graciously connected duties and privileges; obe­
dience and enjoyment. Duties are first, privileges follow ; obedi­
ence produces enjoyment. In keeping God’s commandments, there 
is great reward. “ If any man love me,” said the Redeemer, “ he ' 
will keep my words”—“walk circumspectly,” “and my Father 
wjjl love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him”—(John xiv: 23.)—will fill him with peace and joy. If, 
my brethren, you consult merely your own happiness, you will be 
careful to walk uprightly. “ The way of transgressors is hard.” 
“The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways.” 
Many have learned by experience, God grant that you never may I 
“that it is an evil thing and bitter” to forsake the Lord. They di­
verged, by imperceptible degrees, from the path of rectitude; lost 
the joys of salvation and the spirit of devotion; neglected their reli­
gious duties; fell into transgression ; grieved the Church ; wound­
ed their own souls; and dishonored the Redeemer. Let their tears 
and groans, and penitent confessions, and earnest cries to be restored 
to God’s favor, bear testimony to the bitterness of sin. If you 
would avoid the remorse and mortification of sin, and the hidings 
of God’s countenance, “see that ye walk circumspectly.” But the 
upright arc blessed in their way. They know by sweet experience 
that wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness. ‘ They enjoy the 
calm sunshine of an approving conscience. They possess a pleas­
ing sense of reconciliation with God. The joy of the Lord is
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their strength. Bv the privileges of the Sanctuary they are re­
freshed and encouraged. They would rather spi nd a day in the 
courts of the Lord than a thousmd elsewhere. Their bliss is not 
perfect, because their holiness is not But th; y are '
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God m Chnst
Jesus.

•< They would not change their blest estate, 
For all the woild calls good and great."

5. Your usefulness depends on your walking circumspectly.
Ye are the salt of the earth. Ye are the light of the world." 

GoJ my brethren, has called you, by his grace, to paitake of the 
privileges of his kingdom, and continues you on earlh'A™ ,Y°" 
may be the means of promoting th • salvation of others. Walk‘n8 
circa nspectly, not as fools, b it as wise, you will prove a blessing 
your fellow men In pi-ly and consistency of deportment lie yo r 
power and influence Wealth, and learning, and respectability, iand 
diligence will not ran l r you useful without an unblemished repu­
tation. Tile backslider cannot promote the cause of the Redeemer. 
His life does not recommend religion. Can he plead for it "ltho 
shame or hypocrisy? Will Gol honor hun as the ,of
promoting dns kingdom and glory? His influence is pos. i _ y 
pernicious. He is a curse to the Church-lowering the standard 
of piety: loosening the bands of discipline; marring the beauty, 
anl diminishing the influ-uce of the body. He is a curse to the 
world—pe-vertmg the minds; h irdening the hearts; and stupifying 
the consciences of men. The salt, having lost its savor, is good for 
nothin-* but to be cast out, and trodden under foot of men.

D> you desire, dear young friends, to be useful to your fellow­
men 1 I know you do. A desire to do good was one of the first 
and strongest of the many emotions of your new born souls. 
“Gal mike me the means of leading sinners to Christ, was one 
of the first and warmest prayers, whiA burst from your unsealed 
lips. God, who inspired the desire of usefulness, has opened to 
every one of you, even the poorest, the feeblest, and the most ob­
scure, a field of labor an l of success. Will you cultivate it. Listen 
then to the solemn and instructive exhortation of your Great 
Teacher: “ L’t your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in. heaven. 
(Mitt, v: 16.) You are called to exemplify in your lives the ex­
cellency of religion. This you cm do. You mays ow to t • 
world by your daily deportment, that you have an abiding convic­
tion of the truth of the bible—that you can govern your Pistons— 
that you prefer duty to interest, and a good conscience to conve-
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nience—that you are solicitous, mainly to lay up treasures, not on 
earth, but in heaven—that you are animated by good will to men, 
and controlled by a sense of justice—and that piety is grave without 
austerity, and cheerful without levity And men seeing your good 
works—your amiableness of disposition—your consistency of de­
portment—your disinterestedness, and your steadfastness, will be 
induced to glorify God.

6. The glory of God is promoted by your obedience to the in­
junction.

1 o glorify God should be your supreme desire and constant aim. 
For this purpose you were created: •• 1 form thee for myself,” said 
God to Israel, ‘‘and thou shalt glorify me.” (Isa. xliii: 21.) For 
this purpose you were redeemed . “Ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
nis.” (1 Cor vi :/20.) For this purpose you have been called into 
the kingdorp of God, and of Christ; “ Ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation,a peculiar people; that ye should 
show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light” (I Pet. ii: 9) Deeply affected by the 
remembrance of God’s mercy in the remission of your sins, and in 
the renovation of your hearts, 1 am sure you are anxiously inqui­
ring, “ How may 1 glorify my Redeemer and my God ? 1 owe 
him ten thousand times more than I can ever pay him; but whatso­
ever my hand finds to do, that will I promptly and joyfully per­
form.” •* Herein,” says the great Teacher, “is my Father glori­
fied, that ye bear much fruit.” (John xv: 8 ) Sin is dishonoring to 
God. The transgressor says, practically, God is not worthy to° be 
obeyed; his laws are too strict; his service is a drudgery; sin is 
pleasant. His whole influence is enlisted in the cause of Satan and 
of anarchy. Were his power commensurate with his disposition, 
he would dethrone and annihilate the Almighty. But God is 
honored by obedience. “ The man who walks “circumspectly,” 
bears a favorable testimony to God’s service. His life displays the 
power of divine grace, arid the excellency of the divine law. The 
world beholds the change in his spirit and deportment and confesses 
the power of God, and the value of religion.

Christ, my dear brethren, having redeemed you by the shedding 
of his blood, and having triumphed over all his foes and your foes, 
entered into Heaven, there to appear in the presence of God for 
you. He is your representative before the eternal throne. No 
doubt your cause will be faithfully and ably maintained. For he is 
able also to “ save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” (Heb. 
vii: 25. And Christ has left you on earth, Christian friends, as 
his representatives. While he is engaged in heaven, in promoting 
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your interests—in procuring the remission of your daily sins, and 
hourly supplies of grace to help you in time of need; “he re­
quires that you, by walking “ circumspectly ”—by bearing “ much 
fruit.” shall promote his kingdom and glory in the world. How 
wiil you perform this duty ? We shall see. Our eyes will follow 
you with affectionate interest. This whole Church looks to you 
with pleasure, mingled with solicitude. Our constant prayer is, that 
you may adorn in all things the doctrine of your Saviour and your 
God. You have our sympathies and our best wishes, and whatever 
we can contribute to your comfort and usefulness, and stability, you 
may, at all times command And for myself, if I may be allowed 
to adopt the language of one, the latchet of whose shoes 1 am not 
worthy to unloose, 1 will say, “ 1 have no greater joy than to” know 
“that my children walk in truth.” (3 John 4.)

The subject of the above discourse is of the highest interest; and 
the occasion on which it was delivered, was well fitted to call forth 
the instructions and warnings which it contains. And as the author 
Tendered a very acceptable service to his own congregation, in the 
preparation and delivery of the sermon, sd the publication of it at 
this time, when revivals of religion are so numerous and extensive, 
not only in Virginia, but in many other Slates in the Union, appears 
scarcely less suited to general usefulness.

One great object of the foes of Christ, is to prevent the conver­
sion of sinners; and another is to effect their apostacy from the 
faith, after they have been converted. Every temptation met by the 
young believer, every attack made upon him, and every snare set 
for his feet, have one common object—to cause him to halt in his 
career, to turn back in his course, to forsake his profession. And 
it was against this evil, that the early converts to < hristianity, whe­
ther Gentiles or Jews, were especially guarded by the primitive 
preachers of the gospel. Our Lord; had solemnly and frequently 
uttered the sentiment, embodied in the words, “ No man having put 
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.” (Luke ix: 62-1 And the Epistles abound^vith similar cau­
tions and exhortations, of which the following are only a specimen: 
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.” 
(Heb. x: 23) “ Keep yourselves in the love of God.” (Jude 21 ) 
“ Beware, lest ye also, being led away wiihlhe error of the wicked, 
fall from your own steadfastness ” (2 Pet. iii: 17.) “Weare mode 
partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
steadfast unto the end.” (Heb. iii: 14 )

It is true that the early converts were not taught, to rely on their 
own strength, but on the ppwer and promises of God. So are we.
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But they were constantly exhorted to perseverance, and so are we. 
And if it be alledged by any objector that this view of the case is 
incompatible with the doctrine of the Final Perseveranceof  the Saints, 
or the certainty that all real believers will continue such, and be 
finally saved; the answer is obvious. It is this: that exhortations 
to persevere, are one of the most efficacious means of perseverance: 
and to construe the means by which a point is to be gained, and 
which are essential to its success, into arguments against it, is both 
illogical and ungenerous.

In these revivals, a vast amount of spiritual capital has been 
brought into our churches; futurity will de- ide what use is to be 
made of it. We have the materials, it behooves us to make a wise 
disposition of them. That all these professions will prove genuine, 

us too much to anticipate. And yet there is not more, but probably 
less, danger of deception in periols of excitement than of coldness. 
Anti Revivalists tell us otherwise: but experience is a better 
teacher than they. If any subject justifies and requires great ex­
citement, it is doubtless religion. And if we compare the popula­
tion of the globe with the piucity of means employed fur its con­
version, we shall find that possibly fifty or a hundred generations 
more of mankind, must go to their final account before the universal 
spread of the gospel, unless accessions to the churches become much , 
more rapid and extensive than they are now. And what would 
these frequent and large accessions be, but revivals? Revivals are / 
indispensable to the conversion of the world, and yet there is no 
truth more brilliantly recorded on the sacred page, than the whole 
earth is to bow to the sceptre of 1mm inuel.

If ever there was a period when the church needed enlightened 
and active members, it is unquestionably this very period. Every 
young la ly should prepare herself for conducting a Bible Class 
whenever called to the service. No young man should be satisfied 
with attainments insufficient to enable him to superintend a Sun­
day School, or conductasoci.il meeting for religious worship, when­
ever an opportunity presents itself In revivals of religion almost 
every member is compelled to become a spiritual gui Ie—compelled 
by the very circumstances or the case. His friends and compa­
nions ask hisadviceand his prayers. And shall church members 
be incompetent to discharge these important offices ? Whenever 
revivals are followed by dearth, it is by the neglect of the very 
things we now recommenl. If our churches have been doubled in 
point of membership, this year, they ought to be quadrupled next. 
The gospel is the same spiritual sword now, that it was 1800 years 
ago. Souls are as valuable now, ns when Christ pronounced one 
of greater worth than the whole physcal universe. And God is no 
less inclined to hear and answer prayer, and succeed effort with his 
blessing now, than he was six months ago.—Ed.


