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“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, 
how then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed,, 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard, ? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher ? and how shall they 
preach except they be sent?"—Rom. x: 13, 15.

The law of God can never cease to be the rule of our life, and 
the unerring standard of judgment. Its precept and its penalty are 
both equally dear to God. Violators of it, in one point come as 
clearly under its condemnation, as though they had failed m every 
point. And without a suitable reparation for the insult offered to 
God by its breach, the rebel must suffer the penalty, or the honor 
of the divine throne must fall. To suppose-that God will abandon 
all law, and suffer his moral government to fall into anarchy, m 
order to indulge his intelligent creatures in that which he has tor- 
bidden, is too chimerical for the wildest fancy. For the transgressor 
of this law to repair the breach, is impossible: for however strictly 
the convict may adhere to the precents of the Irfft, after he has vio­
lated it, he can never make amends for a breach once commute . 
By a single transgression, the moral government ol God is invaded 
and his honor insulted; and as the law can never cease to be what 9 
it is, the infliction of the penalty is inevitable, unless some suitable
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satisfaction be made, which shall as fully vindicate the honor of 
the law, as though the penalty itself were endured by the trans­
gressor. If this be a true statement, it is easy to see,

I. That salvation for sinners, by the deeds of the law, is utterly 
impossible.

To be ignorant on this point is fatal. To be zealous to establish 
our own righteousness by a law already transgressed, is but a fair 
index to our ignorance of the purport and design of law. A law 
which will forgive the transgressor, cannot be viewed as an infalli­
ble rule of action; and if its letter and spirit be not relied on, as 
affecting every individual case under every possible exigency, then 
those designed to be governed cannot possibly make any just calcu­
lation as to the effect of disobedience in any given case.

The moral law of God has been, and ever must be relied on, 
as the only perfect and unchanging standard of moral actions. An 
abandonment of the penal enactment of the law, in one case, with­
out a suitably satisfaction, would open the door for its abandonment 
in another; and the principle which would admit one sinner into fa­
vor with the lawgiver, would other things being equal—-admit any 
and every other. Surely, if the expression pf regret on the part of 
a rebel, would render satisfaction to the law he had violated, the ex­
pression of regret in a suitable degree and manner on the part of 
any and every other rebel, might be received on the same principle.

But, as we have intimated, the law has gone forth, and cannot be 
reversed either in its precept or its penalty. To love God withal} 
our heart, soul, mind and strength, was always right To fail in 
this, in any case, was palpably wrong, and had a tendency to deny 
Ais right to supremacy, and our duty to submission. The indul­
gence of a thought contrary to the harmonious government of God, 
is the violation of a law whose penalty is death. How inadequate 
are we therefore to make an atonement for the least crime, since the 
law requires unabated love and devotion to God from otrr earliest 
dawn to the last gasp of life. How especially is atonement by us 
impossible, since the penalty of the law is eternal death for any and 
for every transgression. Will you not then, my dear hearers, cor­
dially unite with the apostle in his declaration, that “ by the deeds of 
the law no flesh shall be justified V* And will you not, each and 
every one, become a candid enquirer this day, “How shall a man 
be just with God ?”

We proceed to remark,
II. That salvation is provided by Jesus Christ.
The apostle in discussing the ground of a sinner's acceptance 

with God, in the third chapter of this Epistle, after having shown 
the entire failure of all attempts to be justified by the law, on the 

nart of any sinner, proceeds to state the plan of justification, which 
is bv faith in Jesus Christ: And reminds his brethren the Jews, that 
their own acknowledged scriptures, both the books of the law and 
of the prophets, pointed out this identical medium of acceptance 
which ho was then urging. In the 25th verse of that chapter, he 
states definitely, that “God had set forth his Son as a propitiation 
through faith in his blood for the remission of sins through hts ten­
der forbearance.” He further expressly declares that this sacrifice 
was made in order to “declare his righteousness, that he might be 
iust and the justifier of him which believelh in Jesus.

Bv this train of the apostle's reasoning, and that contained in the 
part of the chapter preceding the text, we learn, distinctly, that none 
are to be justified at the expense of law, and yet, that the love of 
God for sinners was such as to lead to this expedient, in order tha 
he might secure the purposes of his law, and yet save_the sinner.

The nature of the satisfaction made by the death of Christ, when 
properly understood, will show that the apostle may well urge— 
contrary to the opinion of the Jews—that none are excluded from 
the rich provision because they are Jews, or because they are Greeks. 
Hence, he declares: “There is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek, for the same Lord is rich unto all that call upon him 
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be

In providing for the maintenance of God’s justice, in the justifica­
tion of a sinner, it will not be contended that it was necessary for 
our substitute to suffer the literal penalty due to transgression; for, 
if this be the case, then salvation is impossible even by Christ, tor 
the literal penalty is eternal death. Nor can it be maintained that 
the same nature or degree of suffering must be inflicted on the sub­
stitute, in order to release the offender; for this would be alike im­
possible, unless the substitute should suffer the pains of hell forever, 
and in that degree, which the sins of all the saved justly merited, 
which is contradicted by his death on the cross; his resurrection 
from the tomb; and his ascension to glory.

Nor can it be shown by any correct process of reasoning, that 
the substitute must assume our character as a sinner, in any intelli­
gible sense, in order to meet the demands of justice: Because this 
would convey the idea of a literal transfer of characters, which 
hypothesis is contradicted by the Bible and by the experience of 
every Christian. The Bible no where speafc of the sinner s sub­
stitute in any other character than that of perfect holiness. W ho 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. —1 Bet. n: 22.

On the other hand, it always views man as a sinner; if redeemed, 
he is yet a redeemed sinner; and the law cannot possibly lay any 
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claim against the innocent, nor can it remove its claim from its 
violator: and yet, on the foregoing supposition of transfer of charac­
ters, the innocent Saviour must be made guilty, and the guilty sin­
ner innocent, and this, too, before any sacrifice is made, which is 
absurd Besides, every Christian is witness to disprove the idea of 
such transfer. For he never loses sight of the fact, that he, and he 
alone, is the sinner, and that even his reliance on Christ for salva­
tion, does not remove from him every trace of sin. The bearing 
of our sins never changed the essential character of Christ. He 
was as holy on the cross, as he is on the throne.

The simple nature and design of the transaction upon the cross— 
we humbly conceive to be—to make it just in God to save the sinner, 
and yet maintain the honor of his law. These two grand objects 
may be and have been secured by the sufferings and death of Jesus 
Christ upon the cross.

None in heaven, earth, or hell, will consider the law less binding, 
its penalty les^ dreadful, because a sinner is released from the 

pains of hell upon the ground of a sacrifice of such'infinite value, 
as the life bfttod of God’s dear Son. The very idea of such a sacri- 
fice for sin, is enough to dart the keenest pang across the gloomy 
bosom of hell. Its acceptance before God should cause a thrill of 
heartfelt gratitude in every sinner’s bosom, which should beat high 
on the altar of his soul forever.

As to the justice of God in the salvation of any repenting, belicv- 
ing sinner on earth, on the ground of this sacrifice, even the darkest 
demon of perdition has never whispered a doubt. If there be any J 
catastrophe really more awful to took upon than the infliction of 
the penalty of the law itself, the eye must turn its astonished and 
horror-stricken gaze upon Calvary, and see the flowing blood of 
God’s own Son: and behold the orb of day clothed inDsackclolh, 
while the incarnate Deity expires. He must listen to the doleful 
death-knell of Messiah—lie must hear the plaintive enquiry heaved 
from the bosom of the purest grief—“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani." 
He must endure the consternation of feeling that the very dwelling 
place of man totters beneath the holiness of the sacrifice made for 
sin. The only possible ground of obligation to submit to the right­
eousness of God, or to God’s plan of justification by faith in Christ, 
goes upon the ground that the satisfaction made by the atonement, 
will justify God in requiring the sinner’s submission to it. None 
will presume that God would require a sinner to confide in a sup­
port which was not real. And surely, none will have the hardi­
hood to affirm that the seal of damnation will be affixed to any sin­
ner tor not believing what is false. And yet, the sinner, who does 
not believe in Christ, “ shall be damned.” The conclusion there-

fore is irresistible, that the provision made by Christ, is adequate to 
the wants of all: and that any who shall fail of its riches, must forever 
experience that the guilt was his own. We presume there is not 
the shadow of a doubt resting upon the reflecting mind, of the truth, 
that by the deeds of the law, salvation is impossible; and that there 
is a degree of merit in the sacrifice of Christ for sin, which will 
fully warrant any and every sinner to approach him with the hope 
of bein>r accepted by repentance for sin and faith in his precious 
blood. °These fundamental truths we have dwelt upon at large, as 
we conceive they have an important bearing upon the text, and be­
cause the apostle used these truths to enforce the duty, on which we 
propose to remark :— , . . , . ■

III. That in order to enjoy this salvation thus provided, it is 
necessary to call on God.

It may be objected that this idea is attaching too much importance 
to human agency in the great enterprise of salvation II the 
theology of uninspired men were the standard by which this senti­
ment were to be scrutinized, the objection would, doubtless, in some 
instances, be valid. But. while the Bible is to be considered the 
umpire, I cheerfully submit the matter to that test “Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. If this pas- 
sane does not confirm the sentiment, it amounts to just nothing at all. 
It can neither contain a promise on the one hand, nor a warning on 
the other. , . , n a „

If a man be just as likely to be saved without calling on God as 
with it, then this instruction had as well never been penned: and it 
this passage be omitted, then many others of like bearing may be 
left out for the same reason; and a reason which would be valid for 
destroying the force of one passage, would be equally so for de­
stroying all: and, if all be destroyed, we shall be like the bewil­
dered mariner without compass or pilot, driven by every tempest. 
The necessity of calling on God is objected to, on the ground that 
divine favor may be communicated independently of our agency. 
This is begging the question. It will be recollected, that it is no 
part of our busTnsss to enquire what might have been done, or what 
could now be done, on the part of God in reference to our salvation. 
The question for us to settle is, what has God said he will do in his 
word. If he failed to do what he has promised to do in any instance, 
or if he conferred the blessing of salvation upon any without their 
supplication, then the Bible would fail to be an^qual guide to till, 
and all men would he thrown into doubt as to the rule of God s ac­
tion. Since he has been pleased to limit the sovereignty of his 
acts, by what he has revealed, we may safely conclude that he ac­
knowledges the inadequacy of revelation to the purposes designed 
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by it, if in any instance he departs from it as a rule of action. If 
it still be urged that a sinner's calling on God amounts to nothing, 
we must still maintain that without it there is no salvation for the 
soul. For the text warrants us only in saying, “ Whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

If the Bible any where reveals that the blessings of God are to 
be conferred without supplication, then it must be admitted, that there 
are at least Iwo methods of conveying the same blessing. If one of 
these methods be to exercise mercy independently of any anxiety of 
our’s, then all those scriptures which urge the duty of calling on 
God, and of agonizing to enter in at the strait gate, must be lost: 
because we can never ascertain which method is designed for the 
exercise of mercy towards us.

It is often urged, by way of palliation to the sinner, that no man 
can come to the Son, “except the Father draw him.” By a perver­
sion of this Scripture, it is insinuated, if not expressed, that there is 
to^be a previous and independent operation from God unconnected 
with revealed truth, and thus tnc whole blame is made to rest on 
God, while thb sinner is reckoned unfortunate, but not guilty. In 
this view of the case, Revelation can do no possible good towards 
the sinner’s conversion, until a previous drawing of the spirit: and 
if this be true, Revelation does not contain enough to make us wise 
unto salvation; which is positively asserted in the scriptures. Be­
tides, how are we to ascertain whether we are ever drawn or not ? 
Is it not by the action which the word produces which accords with 
our duty as revealed? If this be true, then is it not reasonable to 
conclude that we are drawn by the spirit in connexion, and in con­
nexion only with the truth we hear ? And if this be the manner 
by which we are to be drawn, will any venture to deny his agency 
in the matter ? 'Tis true, no man can come unto the Saviour without 
the grace of God, and that is all which is meant by the passage. It 
by no means weakens the position we have taken; because the 
grace of God is no where promised, but in answer to prayer. Meta­
physics on this point indulged by those who loved more to live in 
sin than to honor God, has led them to spend their time in endeavor­
ing to ascertain whether a miracle must not be performed on them, 
which will draw them to God, while his own word declares: “I 
the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it." “ Thus saith the Lord 
God, I will yet, for this, be inquired of by the house of Israel to do 
it for them.”—Eze. xxxvi: 36, 37.

If a man is to be drawn to Christ independently of the power of 
truth, then Revelation must be useless. For if we are drawn to Christ, 
wa are safe. We may assert, on the other hand, that if truth and 
love be the medium by which a sinner is drawn to Christ, then he

who evades or neglects the truth, or slights the tender compassion 
of the Saviour, as effectually shuts the light of heaven out of his 
soul, as he who closes his eyes in a cave of the earth shuts out the 
light of the sun at noon-day. . . , , ,

But if any pained at the reflection that it is absolutely neces­
sary to call on God, should enquire still : wherefore this necessity ? 
We would say, 11 nay, but O man, who art thou that repliest against 
God?” Why not with equal propriety enquire, why may we not 
be saved by the law we have transgressed, or without the sacrifice 
of Christ? Why may you not with equal propriety enquire, why 
it is that corn and wheat do not grow spontaneously, and thus save 
so great labor as its cultivation requires? Why are not the coins 
necessary for commercial exchange ready at hand on the surface of 
the earth whenever we wish their use? Why is it that the powers 
of the mind are not fully developed without mental toil and pro­
tracted discipline? A thousand foolish and dangerous questions 
may be asked, if we depart from the plain common sense interpre­
tation of Scripture. There is no greater perspicuity in the plan of 
salvation by Jesus Christ, than there is m the medium of us enjoy­
ment-calling on God. On this point, we may venture to assert, 
that even those who deny the positions here assumed in their theory, 
will, in time of peril, adopt them in practice, whether they feel that 
they have been previously draw nor not. We may further'remark, 
that the love of sin is the only possible difficulty in the way of any 
sinner’s approach to God. “ For the same Lord is rich to all that 
call upon him.” “ For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord, shall be saved.”

IV. Important as is the duly of calling on God, there are real 
and imaginary difficulties which hinder its performance. And be 
the difficulties what they may, they are such as man himself has 
created, and he must suffer the consequences.

1. Unbelief is a real difficulty, and he who indulges it, presumes, 
that because it is a difficulty, it is therefore a valid excuse. (“How 
shall we call on him in whom we have not believed ?) But the 
Bible no where excuses a man because he does not believe in Christ. 
So far from it, it asserts most distinctly, that “ he that believeth not, 
shall be damned.” “ He that believeth not God, hath made him a 
liar, because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 
Yet it cannot be denied that unbelief in God, presents an insupera­
ble difficulty to calling’ on him: for Mie that coffiRh to God, miMt 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” But it may be enquired, whence this unbelief! Is it 
the exercise of the sober judgment? Is it the result of the failure 
of proper testimony to the truth the Bible reveals? Does it arise
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from an ardent desire to do what is right? Does it arise from a 
careful comparison of prophecy with its fulfilment? Is unbelief in 
the truth of the Bible the legitimate fruit of such a life as even rea­
son with all its trammels would dictate as the best to secure the hap­
piness of man? Let deistical France reply: Let the morals of 
deism in our own highly favored land answer.

If unbelief makes God a liar, it must be sinful: and yet that 
cannot be sinful which is involuntary. Unbelief then, which makes 
God a liar, and stands in the way of a sinner’s approach to God 
through the medium of his Son, is the sinner's deliberate choice. 
And will it be urged, that to call in question the veracity of God, 
that very inclination of a sinner’s heart shall be his apology? It 
will not do to urge that ho was brought into a state of sin without 
his agency, because he is accountable only for what he voluntarily 
does. It will not do for him to plead that he lives in a world of 
sin: because in this very world, and because it is a world of sin, 
4jfe and death are set before him, and he is urged to fly for life to 
Jesus. r

The unbelief of the sinner in the remedy provided, no more 
proves the inadequacy of that provision, if sought, with a right state 
of heart, than the refusal of a patient to take medicine, proves that 
the medicine would afford him no relief if duly taken. Nay, more, 
the very refusal to embrace the gospel, implies an offer made in good 
faith, and the sinner's condemnation recorded in the Bible, because] 
of his refusal, plainly declares it to be his damning sin. “ This is 
the condemnation that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” So that, / 
while unbelief is a real difficulty in the way of our approach to 
God, it never will do for an apology for its neglect.

2. Failing to hear is a real difficulty in calling on God. (“ How 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?”) Yet, in 
a gospel land, it must be admitted, that this obstacle may be, and 
ought to be overcome. Supineness on a subject of so much impor­
tance as the salvation of the soul, can find no apology but in the 
bosom of an acknowledged rebel against a holy God. When Jesus 
speaks, the world should give audience. “ This is my beloved Son, 
hear ye him.” Hearing is spoken of in the text as the ordinary, 
or the most general mode of communicating what is to be believed: 
but the idea includes every means by which divine truth is commu­
nicated to the understanding. Any man, if he choose, may close 
his ears if near the sound of the gospel: if far away, no miracle 
will move him within its reach. If the Bible be open before his 
face, no miracle will be performed upon the muscles of the eye to 
keep it open. He may close his eye if he choose, but would any

man in his senses acquit such a man on the ground that he had 
never heard of Christ, and therefore could not be, expected to be­
lieve in him, and of consequence could not call on God through his 
name. If the difficulties of believing, or of hearing in order to 
believe, were such as by all possible effort and sacrifice could not 
be overcome, and if they were such as we had no agency in pro­
ducing, then the apology would be valid. But if our failureto 
and believe be justly attributed to want of inclination, then the 
anoloo-yadds insult to injury, and so far from bringing us the joyful 
sound of release, it rivets forever our chains of ignominy to the 
gloomy vaults of endless despair. .

3 The want of a preacher is a real difficulty in the way of a sin­
ner’s approach to God. “ How shall we hear without a preachei• ? 
In this, as well as the difficulties already alluded to, there is a late 
insinuation that God is very slack in bestowing on man, that which 
is needful to his conversion : whereas the true difficulties arei justly 
attributed to man. Either God has withdrawn or circumscribed the 
word as a judgment for man’s neglect of it, or the churches are 
slumbering at their posts, and vainly supposing, God will take the 
pains to perform a miracle in order to illustrate a truth a,ready 
vealed and amply sustained. If there be those who are really des­
titute of the living ministry, or the oracles of truth, it is well worthy 
of their reflection, whether this destitution be not a direct curse 
upon them for their neglect of it in time past. “ Seeing ye judge 
vourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo we turn to the Gentiles. 
The Jews stand as a monument of God’s displeasure on this very 
account to this day. , , . , ____

The indifference of the church in supplying the destitute, may 
notwithstanding all, be made a snare and a trap into which they 
may imperceptibly slide, or at least their own future generations 
may endure the saA effects of their negligence. Well may Mont- 
gomery exclaim—

« The Bible I He alone who hath
The Bible, need not stray ,

Yet he who hath, and will not give
That heavenly guide to all that live

Himself shall lose the way.’*

In view of God’s mercy to us, we become “debtor, both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wis?and the anwlse- 
So far then as the destitution of the gospel among men may > 
chargeable to the negligence of the church, they are,held ar.coim a- 
ble to God. “ Wo to them that are at ease in Zion. The procla
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mation of mercy must be made either by the living ministry, or by 
the dissemination of truth in some other way. The church can 
never rid herself from obligation in this matter, because God may 
have visited the destitute in wrath,: for his word and not his secret 
judgment is to be our guide.

Our rule of conduct is made known in the commission, “ Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” And 
besides, we are no more deserving of the gospel than they.

The imaginary difficulties of approach to God as well as the 
real) are the result of a perverse disposition of the heart. The sin­
ner often pleads he is too great a sinner to approach God, and there­
fore neglects it; whereas the love of sin is the real difficulty. When 
once he is weary of sin, his very breath is supplication.

Another imaginary difficulty arises in the sinner’s mind from the 
fact, that he disconnects his own duty from the promise of God, 
which has its inseparable connexion with the performance of that 

^duty. Thus he endeavors to throw off responsibility by stating, he 
cannot come to^ Christ unless he is drawn, when in fact) he is 
steadily drawing away from God instead of drawing “nigh” ID him 
in obedience to his gracious call.

Others imagine that the provision is not adequate, and therefore 
do not approach; while in point of fact, the only reason of its inade­
quacy to reach their case is found in their steady refusal to enjoy its 
benefits. “Ye will not come unto me, that ye might have life.”

The spread of the gospel, and its embrace when published, are. 
intimately and inseparably connected with human agency. While 
God is emphatically the author of salvation, and while the honor of / 
it is due to him, it is no less true that he who refuses to call on 
him in the exercise of repentance and faith, must be lost. While it 
is true that faith is the gift of God, it is no less true that “faith 
cometh by hearing.” To make a man hear, God performs no 
miracle. To suppose that God will bestow faith without hearing, 
is as preposterous as it is wicked. *

God has instituted the Christian Church in order that his mani­
fold wisdom might be known in the world. He converts men in 
his own way and for a specified purpose, “as thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.”

When by the combined agency of the Spirit in connexion with 
the proclamation of the truth by the human voice, a sinner is brought 
to know and embrace the truth, it is the business of the church to 
look after him: and by all suitable means introduce him into the 
fold; impart all suitable instruction; call into exercise his talents; 
and in proportion to his ability for it, he is to be employed in supply­
ing the destitution of the world with the bread of life. God does

not send preachers by miracle into the world any more than he dis­
tributes the Bible by miracle. Human instrumentality is to be as 
reallv brought into action in the one case as the other. It may then 
in Gods plan, be as justly enquired: how shall men preach if the 
church do not send them as to enquire, how shall a man preach un­
less he have the grace of God. These should both go together, 
and the two are never separated without detriment to souls and dis­
honor to God. , .

Let the churches then be awake to the important duties which in 
God's economy he has been pleased to assign them. If they have 
talents among them, let them feel that they are just as much respon­
sible for their proper use in a church capacity, as an individual is 
for the proper appropriation of his own individual talents. Every 
convert is emphatically committed to the church to aid in carrying 
out the great design of mercy to our perishing world. A parent 
should not be more solicitous to fit his promising son for posts of 
honor and trust in the world, than the church should be to qualify 
her sons for usefulness in the kingdom of Christ. The cultivation 
of the intellect in a Christian, does not differ from the cultivation of 
any other mind. In order to its full development, no pains are to be 
spared. If mind is to be swayed by mind, then the most effective 
action should be sought by the church, by affording the highest de­
gree of cultivation to her sons. To send a man into the field without 
proper training of intellect, would be as foolish as the master who 
should command his servant to turn the current of the air by the 
kite which floats in it. To send a man into the field with a well 
trained intellect, and under the control of an impenitent heart would 
be to commit moral suicide. To send a man possessed of both piety 
and talent, without affording the means of an adequate support, 
would be equal in atrocity to Pharoah's requiring the Israelites to 
make bricks without straw, and in presumption, to him who called 
on the Saviour to command that the stones be made bread for his 

8U Ms when Divine and human agency are combined and acted out 
on the common sense and Bible principle, in sending men into the 
field, that their “ feet are beautiful.” There is then a grand moral 
symmetry which may well excite the admiration of the world As 
the man of God goes forth bearing ” good tidings of good publish­
ing salvation, and saying to Zion, God reigneth,” and while he is 
on this heavenly mission, he is approved of arid qualified by the 
church in point of intellectual and moral tramirfg, and supported by 
their players and their alms, he presents a spectacle more glorious 
than the moon which lights his path, or the sun which dazzles his 
vision. When thus sent forth, he must prevail—as he utters the 
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burning truth of God, the breath of prayer fans the flame upon the 
altar of the sinner’s heart, until melted into tenderness, his obduracy 
is dissolved, and he owns the power of the cross.

REFLECTIONS.

If the sentiments we have offered be true, we may learn,
1. The vast importance of putting forth all our efforts, in connex­

ion, and in connexion only, with the Divine blessing, and the utter 
futility of expecting his blessing, except in connexion with our own 
discharge of duty.

Can an instance be found since the day of miracles, of the con­
version of a single sinner, without the combination in some form or 
other of these two agencies? We challenge the world to produce 
one. Is there a Christian within the sound of our voice who has 
been brought to embrace the truth, without hearing it from the mouth 
of his fellow, or without gazing at the printed page, and who has 

■never uttered yhe voice of prayer? Does the Bible point out any 
character who will be saved without the exercise of repentance and 
faith ? It he have repentance and faith, it must be his exercise, be 
its origin what it may. That its origin is from God, we cheerfully 
admit, but that it is communicated independently of his own agency 
in examining t^e claims of God, listening to his truth, and invoking 
his clemency, cannot be sustained by the Bible. As well may a 
man sunder Divine and human agency in reference to his body, as 
his soul. The man who fails to plough and plant, will certainly 
fail to reap a crop, though the soil be rich, and the sun and showers 
are highly adapted to produce it. Nature, common sense, experi­
ence and observation do not more fully recognize the harmony of 
these agencies in the production of a bountiful harvest, than does 
Revelation, recognize their indispensable harmony in the salvation 
of the soul. “ Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." 
“ Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.” 
It is then we conceive as clearly demonstrated, that those who do not 
come to God, or who refuse to cal] upon him in faith, will be lost, as 
that the Bible is a revelation from God. Who will then jeopardize 
his soul by staying away from his Maker, or refuse to bow at his 
feet as the humble suppliant of his favor ?

2. We learn from this subject, why it is that those who humbly 
seek the Saviour, so soon rejoice in his favor, and the secret of suc­
cess which attends the true Missionary Spirit, and the converse of 
these—

The return of the Prodigal, and his embrace by his father, exhi­
bits the principle we have endeavored to inculcate. How readily 

was he received when he arose and went. The spirit and prayer of 
the Publican are in point. And who can look at the two thieves on 
the cross, and contemplate the scene, without adoring the matchless 
mercy of God in hearing the cry of penitence and faith, while he 
leaves the other as a monument of his displeasure against those who 
fail to acknowledge his supremacy and to supplicate his compassion. 
As to the comparative success in the missionary enterprise, in har­
mony with the principles now so feebly presented, we leave the can­
did to judge. If it shall be found upon close examination of the. Bible, 
that these principles are correct, and of facts in the religious history 
of the world, that those who are actively engaged in sending reli­
gious and talented men, first to school, and then to the field, untram­
melled by worldly cares, are really better men, and doing more 
good in the world, than those who repudiate the idea of human 
agency in salvation, and who are clasping their purse strings with 
a grasp which would indicate a priceless value: then let us exhort 
you, that with shoulder to shoulder, you go forth with those who 
sow broad cast that seed which shall grow up to a harvest which 
eternity will be employed in reaping. May the blessing of God 
attend you, and, the true spirit of Revelation be your directory, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen.

PIETY THE CHIEF ELEMENT OF MINISTERIAL 
POWER.

A SERMON,
Delivered by Rev. A M. Poindexter, at the Anniversary of the 

Virginia Baptist Education Society, held in Richmond, June, 
1842.

“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with 
thy free spirit. Then will I leach transgressors thy ways; and 
sinners shall be converted unto thee."—Psalm li. 12, 13.

This passage indicates that there is a connection between the state 
of a man’s heart, and the success of his efforts to do good. It is 
the language of David. He had enjoyed th” Divine favor but 
now, in consequence of an aggravated sin, he was overwhelmed 
with guilt and sorrow. How he deplored his transgression and de­
sired forgiveness, may be learned from the preceding part of the 
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Psalm. “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness; according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions • 
and my sin is ever before me.” How humble! How penitent! 
But, though thus interested for himself, David, was not unmindful 
of his fellow-men. He therefore urges his prayer by this plea- 
“jhenwill I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be con­
verted unto thee.” Desiring the conversion of sinners, and knowing 
that his own restoration to the Divine favor was necessary to fit him 
for effecting it, he prayed, “reslomfnto me the joy of thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit.”

To teach transgressors the ways of God, and to convert sinners 
unto Him, is the duty of every Christian; but especially of every 
Christian Minister. For the discharge of this duty, they need to 
be upheld by God’s free spirit, and to feel the cheering influence of 
the joy of His salvation. In other words, piety is thechief element 

K of ministerial ^jower.
By evangelical denominations, it is now generally'admitted, that 

piety is aVi indispensable qualification for the gospel ministry. It 
is possible, however, to admit a truth, without,realizing its impor­
tance. May not this truth be too little felt? We 'iy the Minister 
should be a pious man, but do we appreciate the necessity of his 
being such? Are we not willing to be satisfied with weak evidence 
of piety in those wishing to enter the ministry ? In reference to ohe 
already filling this office, do we not rather inquire, “ Is he learned ?
Is he talented ? Is he eloquent V’ than, “ Is he a good many and } 
full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith? ~\ /

I would not be thought to utter a word which might seem to 
detract from the importance, to the minister, of a good education. 
To him, a strong mind, well disciplined, and richly stored with 
knowledge, is of unspeakable value. A pleasing address will com­
mend him to his hearers, and increase his usefulness. Let every 
attention be given to securing, in our ministry, these valuable quali­
ties. Let us not however, forget, that it is more important for them 
to possess deep and ardent piety.

The influence of the moral, over the intellectual faculties of man, 
has been the subject of frequent remark. The right culture of the 
heart, strengthens the mind. Many facts, in the history of our race, 
illustrate the truth of this observation. The mass of mind in pagan 
nations, compared with that of those countries which have enjoyed 
the light of Revelation, exhibits a degree of weakness and degrada­
tion truly lamentable. I speak not now of the favored few, who 
tread the halls of science, or dwell in the groves of philosophy. The 
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common mind develops with us, an acumen and energy, unknown 
among the heathen. Other circumstances in our condition have 
their mfluenco in producing this result, but we have only to reflect 
upon the peculiar character of this superiority, to be convinced that 
it is owing mainly to moral cultivation. The subjects, in the con­
templation of which, this increased mental power is put forth, are 
such as address themselves to the heart. Amongst the population 
of our own country, as a general fact, those whose moral principles 
are most pure, are, other things being equal, the most intelligent.

In the investigation of moral subjects, the influence of the heart, 
over the action of the mind is most distinctly seen. The views of 
the converted peasant, upon such subjects, are more clear, and his 
conclusions more just, than those of the infidel philosopher. A 
striking illustration of the tendency of piety to strengthen and 
quicken intellect, is familiar to the observation of every minister of 
the gospel. How often have they seen the man, who to day was 
sunk in impiety and stupidity, to morrow, under the influence of 
Divine grace, the intelligent and anxious inquirer after truth? How 
often have they known the untutored son of poverty and vice, to ex­
hibit, when converted to God, a clearness of perception, and a power 
of thought, which chained them in astonished attention, and caused 
them to exclaim, “ what hath God wrought.”

The scriptures teach us to ascribe all the ignorance and mental 
feebleness of man, in relation to religious truth, to the depravity of 
his heart. Concerning the heathen it is said, “their foolish heart 
was darkened,” and “as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind.”- It is not 
irrelevant to remark, that this cause sadly operated upon even their 
noble, and great, and wise men. If we survey’ their character in 
any other light, we can but admire them ; but in the investigation 
of morals they are confused, weak, and corrupt. It is equally true 
of those who have the Bible, and who do not submit to its authority, 
as it is of the heathen, that the aversion of their hearts to God, 
weakens and beclouds their minds. They hate the light, neither 
come to the light, f \

Men of gigantic intellect, there have been, and of splendid genius, 
whose moral character was bad, and who refused to do homage to 
their Maker. But with all their powers their minds were not well 
regulated. Look at Byron, than whom no bird of earth ere took 
a loftier flight, or sung a sweeter song! Lookwit Hume, glorying 
in his sophistry and singing his own death song I Look at Voltaire,

♦ Rom. i: et. s. f John iii: 18, 21.
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denying the existence of the Eternal God—deifying a base woman, 
up-raising the guillotine for the neck of his country, and dying a 
raving maniac I

To whom would you go for just and rational conceptions of the 
character of God, and the relations, duties, and destiny of man 1 To 
the immoral, or the infidel 1 With whom would you walk forth in 
the “stilly night,” to gaze upon the glory of the heavens, but with 
a Newton, who listening enchanted, to the music of the spheres, 
bows reverently at the footstool of the God whom they praise? Of 
whom would you learn the mysteries of your own being, but of a 
Locke, who, admiring the impress of Deity upon his own mind and 
heart, brings that mind and heart a willing offering to the Redeemer !

The power of the Minister, is the power of mind over mind. 
He is commissioned to instruct men in the great truths of the Bible— 
to enlighten their understandings, and to convince their judgments. 
Todo this, it is necessary that his own mind be purified and invigo­
rated by the grace of God. His mental vision should be unclouded 
by the mists or an unholy heart: his understanding, should be un- 
impairedtby depraved appetite and unsanctified passion: hispercep- 
tion of truth should be clear and strong: conscience should have 
that sensitiveness, that can feel the least touch of obligation; and 
that supremacy, that can subordinate all the powers ofthe mind, 
and all the feelings of the heart. To possess such a chamtter, man 
must be renewed, and brought very powerfully under the sanctify­
ing influence of divine grace. C

The gospel ministry is a remedial office. Mankind are afflicted 
with a loathsome malady. Sin has taken hold upon them—“the f 
whole head is sick and the whole heart is faint.” The minister w 
appointed to cure them of this malady. In a subordinate sense, he 
is the physician of the soul; commissioned from heaven to apply to 
its wounds, the “balm of Gilead.” If the preacher were required 
to gratify the feelings only, and to please the taste of his hearers, 
he need not be a pious man. The great truths of the gospel may 
be made to furnish a serious entertainment, beseeming the solemnity 
of the house of God, and the sacredness of the Sabbath, while yet 
their spiritual beauty is unperceived, their renovating power unfelt. 
It may, perhaps, be easier for an unconverted man, than for one who 
is deeply pious, to please an audience. Roaming in the regions of 
abstraction, or reveling amid the luxuriance of the fields of fancy, 
such a man may administer to his hearers the opiate of mysticism; 
or warm them by the stimulus of imagination. He has all heaven, 
and all earth, in which to seek for materials of pleasure: he may 
even terrify them into delight by the darkness of the pit; nor he, 
nor they think of the deathless soul, and the undying worm. The 

pious man cannot thus trifle with an audience. His is more serious 
work. He would probe the wounds of the heart. He would 
cure the sin-sick souf He would make men feel that they are sin­
ners, and that they need a Saviour.

To the carnal heart, there is, in the great truths of the gospel, 
something offensive. It recoils from them. Aware of this, some 
ministers have seemed to be afraid plainly to declare and faithfully 
to urge these truths. They are unwilling to thrust the “ sword of 
the spirit” naked, against the breast of their bearers, lest it should 
wound them. They wreath it with the flowers of literature, or 
blunt it with the speculations of philosophy. Piety delivers from 
this fear. It causes the minister to present the truth in the simplest 
and most forcible manner to the minds of those whom he addresses. 
He cannot condescend to be the mere minister of pleasure. He 
must labor to save souls. A right direction is given to his energies. 
A noble object fills his heart, and nerves his mind: And he speaks 
with a force which masters and subdues the minds of others. 
“Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.”* Contracted, indeed, 
is that view, of the revelations of heaven, which the understanding 
alone can have. These truths address man as a moral being. The 
purity of his moral nature, is necessary to the perception of their 
divine beauty. The heart, feeling desires which nothing earthly 
can satisfy, and soaring beyond all height of sensible things, must 
humbly prostrate itself before God, trusting on a crucified Mediator. 
Contemplated from this position, the word of God discloses to the 
mind, truths which “seem to rise before it in progressive series, 
each presenting characters of new and mightier import. The most 
aspiring understanding, awed by the view, feels the inadequacy of 
its utmost powers; yet the mind of the humble inquirer gains 
strength as it advances.” When from this holy height the minister, 
in the energy of truth itself, speaks of the things of God, a more 
than human power is in his words. Astonished and subdued, men 
fall before him, and own the power of the gospel. ,

The power of the minister, is the power of heart over heart. It 
is a trite, but an important remark, that to produce feeling in others, 
we must ourselves feel. But it is the business of the preacher to 
arouse all the sensibilities of man—to excite all his feelings in re­
ference to the great interests of eternity. He can do nothing while 
the hearts of his audience remain unaffected. How shall the minis­
ter gain this mastery over the heart? Would h^melt his hearers 
into tears of contrition? Would he warm them with the ardor of 
love? Would he animate them with the bright anticipations of

• 1 Cor. ii: 14.
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hope? How shall he succeed? His own bosom must throb with 
the emotions he desires to produce in others. Cold discussion, 
however logical, and far-reaching, can never produce these results. 
Nor can the affectation of feeling succeed. The heart of the hearer 
will detect the deception, and become indignant at the cheat. 
Nothing short of humble, ardent piety, will qualify a man for ex­
erting this power, for good, over a congregation.

There is, in every human breast, a chord which vibrates in uni­
son with the sprit of true affection. When a minister, his eye 
beaming with love, and his bosom heaving with solicitude for their 
well-being, rises before an assembly, his very appearance affects. 
The eloquence of pious feeling is irresistible. The language may 
be unadorned—it may be rude, but it pierces the heart. The 
polished diction of the accomplished orator, when unaccompanied 
by this unction, is tame and weak, compared with the fervent exhor­
tation of the unlettered peasant. Whence, think ye, the power of 
the first preachers of our denomination, in this State? What was 
that, which, wafted, on the voice of Weatherford, through the grated 
window of his prison, cut to the heart the listening crowd, and 
brought them to repentance? Was it eloquence? Aye, but, if was the 
eloquence of a heart and mind untutored save in-the school of Christi

The influence upon others, of our preaching, is proportionate to 
the influence upon ourselves of the truths preached. The topics 
which are to engage the constant attention of the minister, are, in 
themselves, most interesting and exciting. The immortal soul l-l—• 
The crucified Redeemer!—The misery of the lost!—The joy of 
the saved!—Who can meditate upon these themes without being/ 
overpowered ? But these are the very topics which soonest become' 
common-place and tiresome to the unconverted man. He soon 
grows restless and impatient of restraint, and turns his attention 
chiefly to the illustration of moral precepts, or plunges into vain 
speculations. To the pious minister, an increasing interest is im­
parted by every review of these impressive subjects. The man 
whose heart is deeply imbued with the spirit of the gospel, is deter­
mined with the Apostle Paul, to know nothing save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.”* The love of the Saviour comes over the soul 
of the humble believer with a sweet and exalting influence, when 
he can by faith fall beside him in Gathsemane, or with tearful eye 
and swelling heart, look upon him as he hangs upon the cross. 
What Christian has not felt the emotion ? It may be indescribable, 
but it is real; and the preacher, who, from feelings of this kind, 
speaks of Jesus, will thrill the hearts of his hearers.

1 Cor. ii: 2.
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The power of the minister, is the power of character over charac­
ter. We are so constituted as to be influenced by the character of 
others. The minister, not as a preacher only, but in all his official 
relations, is required to be a holy man—an example to the flock.* 
If he is a consistent Christian, it will add greatly to the efficiency 
of his preaching—it will strengthen all his efforts to bless mankind, 
and exert a moulding influence upon the people of his charge. 
But should he be proud, or vain, or immoral, all his efforts will be 
crippled and useless. He may be talented, he may be learned, he 
may be able to cause eager thousands to hang upon the sound of 
his voice; but he will do no good. He will be powerless for good, 
and powerful only for evil. The preaching ol unconverted men 
may be, and, I doubt not, is sometimes the occasion of the conver­
sion of sinners. In such cases, the Divine Being exercises his pre­
rogative in bringing good out of evil. It is not according to the 
nature of things. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 
We, my brethren, have known some, who with talents, and attain­
ments,of a high order, have entered into this sacred calling without 
submitting their hearts to the Saviour. We have marked their 
inconsistent course. What, though the multitude were delighted! 
What, though their names were heralded by popular applause! 
We have watched their progress, and they have been followed by 
blight, and mildew, and death. Religion fled from their approach.— 
Sin rejoiced in their career—souls died, stung bj' the venom of their 
pollution, and the cause of Christ lay a trampled and bleeding vic­
tim at their feet!

The gospel ministry is, emphatically, the light of the world.] 
The light which they diffuse is the light of the “Sun of Righteous­
ness.” He, shining into their hearts, enlightens them, and they 
reflect his rays over the earth. Their “ good works” cause men to 
glorify God, for the “ riches of his grace.” By the beauty of holi­
ness, they show the deformity of sin; by the loveliness of piety, they 
draw to the practice of virtue; and God speaks through them, to 
the children of men. But, ah! if the light that is in them be 
darkness ?—Wo to the man, who, without piety, pretends to preach 
the gospel to his fellow-man!—“ Unto the wicked God saith, what 
hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take 
my covenant in thy mouth ?”t

It has been said, that to the successful prosecution of any enter­
prize, an ardor bordering upon enthusiasm is n^ssary. No object 
of pursuit can excite such devotion in any man, unless it be conge­
nial with his feelings. Every business has a peculiarity adapting

•IPet. v:S. t Mat. v: 14. {Psalm 1:16. 
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it to some particular character. Many a man would make a labo­
rious and successful merchant, who could never toil for literary dis­
tinction; and manyan able scholar would be an indifferent merchant. 
The distinguishing requirement of the gospel ministry is holiness. 
The man who would enter zealously into the business of this office, 
and prosecute it with success, must be a holy man. This is evident 
from the nature of the motives which are to actuate the minister. 
They address themselves with great force to the pious, but can have 
no weight with the unconverted. “ The love of Christ constraineth 
us, because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not hence­
forth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 
roseagain.”* The love of Christ I This is the great motive which 
is to impel the minister. A kindred influence is to be exerted by a 
regard to the souls of men. The minister is to feel, that, his heart’s 
desire, and prayer to God for sinners, is, that they may be saved.f 

iffhese considerations, together with the anticipation of that glad day 
when he should meet his redeemed ones before the throne of Jesus, 
animated artd strengthened Paul, and enabled him, when oppressed 
with anxiety, and surrounded by imminent dangers, to say, “None 
of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.”| What can supply their place? What else can fix and) 
rouse the heart in this great work ?

“I believed,and therefore have Ispoken.”§ Yes, “ I have heard the 
groans of a ruined world—I have beheld the compassionate Redeemer 
dying to save them—I have seen him triumph in his death—I have 
bowed at his feet as he sat, enthroned on high, a Prince and a Saviour— 
I have heard him say, “ go, preach my gospel”—and as he spake, I 
saw the bow of promise throw around this world its mild and beaute­
ous ray of mercy and of hope; and I will go! I will go! This, 
this shall be the joy of my heart, this the business of my life, to tell 
a dying world of a Saviour’s love." O, it is a commission which 
angels might desire to share. To proclaim, “peace on earth, good 
will to men; and glory to God in the highest” through the redemp­
tion of lost man! To be sent forth on this errand of love might 
fire the heart of a Seraph with greater ardor. Even the archangel 
before the throne, is conscious of a higher joy, and a greater honor, 
when commissioned to fly through mid heaven, “ having the ever­
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth.” And 
may a poor mortal join in this blessed work I Then let me pro­

claim salvation! Yes, let me tell it to a world, that Jesus died to 
save them ! O, that my voice could pierce the ear of my most dis­
tant countryman. O, that I had a tongue for the poor wandering 
savage of our western wilds. O, that I had a voice for Burmah, 
and for China, and for the Islands of the sea!—

“ Salvation ! O! salvation !
The joyful sound proclaim;

Till earth’s remotest nation, 
Has learn’d Messiah’s name.’’

The fire of ambition may burn upon the altar of the preacher’s 
heart; he may be smitten by the “ soft seductive charms” of popu­
lar applause; but, how utterly incompetent is the influence of these 
feelings to produce a laborious, self sacrificing devotion to the work 
of theministry? The spirit of bigotry may animate him to zealous 
effort, but God will not bless the unhallowed labor. How utterly 
unworthy and mean are all such motives to action in this sacred 
office? Whenever a minister allows himself to be influenced by 
such narrow, and selfish motives, his heart is palsied; the right 
arm of his strength is withered. But let him surrender himself to 
the full impression of Christian feeling, and he will “be strong in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might." “ I can do all things 
through Christ which strenglheneth me."f God will bless those 
who from pious devotion to his glory and to the salvation of men, 
engage in this work.

Brethren of the Education Society, permit me to urge this sub­
ject upon your special attention. A change has come over our de­
nomination. The day has passed by, in which ignorance and men­
tal imbecility were regarded, if not as a recommendation, at least, 
as no disqualification for the ministry. Our churches are waking 
up to the importance of ministerial improvement. To you have 
they entrusted this depaitment of Christian enterprize. You are 
engaged in a noble work. To enlarge and discipline the minds of 
the heralds of the cross—to impart to them that knowledge which 
may make them able ministers of the New Testament, is a blessed 
employment. May God crown your efforts with rich success! But, 
let me entreat you, not to overlook, in your anxiety to give the 
churches an educated .ministry, the supreme impwtance of furnish­
ing them, at the same time, with a pious ministry. Cultivate the 
mind, but do not neglect the heart. In what has been said, I have

2 Cor. v: 14, IS. f Rom. x: I. f Acts xx: 24. § 2 Cor. iv: IS. Rev. xiv: 6. t Phil, iv: 18.
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apoken of piety as the chief element of ministerial power, without 
remarking upon the necessity for a full and proper development of 
this element in the formation of ministerial character. But every 
consideration which has been advanced, serves to show the neces­
sity, not of being converted simply, but of being eminently pious, 
in order to great success in winning souls to Christ. Let it not be 
enough with you, my brethren, that those whom you aid, profess to 
have been converted. Require decided evidence of supreme devo­
tion to the Saviour in all whom you receive as your beneficiaries. 
And always endeavor to impress upon them the importance of high 
attainments in the divine life. Here is one of the most imminent 
dangers of our churches! We rightly require a profession of faith 
in Christ, in order to a union in our fellowship. And when one of 
our young brethren, desires to become a minister, we are too apt Io 
take it for granted, that he is, not only a converted man, but of that 
thorough and heart-felt piety which is necessary to his being a use-

<ful minister. The standard of religious qualifications ought to be 
raised higher. r We should be able to perceive the germs of emi­
nent deviXedness in those whom we encourage to prepare for the 
ministry.

The cause of Christ has suffered muck from an ignorant minis- 
has been as one, thrust with a dagger by the hand of his 
But, it has suffered more from an unconverted ministry.

What was it in the early days of Christianity, that alienated the 
churches from the apostles? What elevated to the seat of God, the 
iftan of sin? Kindled the fires of torture, and drew the sword of 
persecution in the church? What buried the Bible under the rub-.’ 
bish of the cloister, and bound, as with chains of iron, the conscience 
to the foot of the papal throne? What cast the pall of midnight 
over the moral heavens; and drove the exiled and hunted followers 
of Christ into the “ dens and caves of the earth ?” It was an uncon­
verted ministry!—The heaviest curse which can befall the church 
is an unconverted ministry. Save, O Lord, I beseech thee, save 
thy churches from this curse!

Our denomination occupies a happy pre-eminence, in the fact, that 
the only ligature which binds together its numerous membership, is 
the band of love to a common Lord. We have no creeds to which 
we have pledged our unwavering faith;—we have no councils to 
adjust our difficulties and to decree our course; we have no con­
ferences, or assemblies, to make laws for our churches. We stand 
alone upon the Bible, and we unite with each other as the friends of 
Jesus. We cannot exist and prosper without much of the spirit of 
Christ. The very ground upon which we claim distinction, is a 
source of danger. Our peculiar organization, consonant as we be-

try.
friend.

lieve it is, with the word of God, and fraught with blessings to our 
communion, and to the world, makes it imperative upon us to possess 
a large measure of piety. We cannot exist without it. We, there­
fore,'beyond any other people, should be careful to secure piety in 
our ministry. .

To you, my deat young brethren, who are engaged in a course 
of study, preparatory to the ministry, let me commend the subject of 
this discourse. Into your hands, when our heads are laid low in 
the dust, and the green turf shall grow upon our bosoms, are to come 
the mighty interests which are involved in the existence and pros­
perity of our churches. You have before you a scene of toil, not 
unblessed, yet arduous, which will tax all your powers, and require 
all your strength.” “Who is sufficient for these things?”* “But 
our sufficiency is of God.”f Unless you lean upon the arm Divine, 
you will be crushed beneath the weight of responsibility which will 
rest upon you. Cultivate, mv brethren, the spirit of dependence 
upon God. Seek to possess deep and ardent piety. Without it, 
you can never be useful. Il is the very life and soul of any influ­
ence for good. Be not satisfied, just to hope that you are Christians. 
But aim high in the Divine life. Form now, the habit of living 
entirely for God. Be men of prayer. Yield yourselves to the 
influence of the truth. “ Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”^

O, Lord 1 add thy blessing to what has been said; and grunt unto 
thy churches a pious, and an able ministry!—Amen!

11 It is eminently desirable to form in Christians, habits of reading 
as an aid to thought and progress in Divine knowledge. We desire 
to see Christians who shall delight in the writings of such men as 
Fuller, Bunyan, Hall, Flavel, Edwards, and many others whom 
we might name, whose powerful minds have searched for truth, in 
the rich mines of God’s word, and given the fruits of their labors 
for the instruction and edification of the children of God in many 
ages. We would bring back the days of reading and thinking 
Christians, whose minds shall be in their element, in following in­
vestigations in which truth is illustrated and established. The light 
of truth aids the happy and rapid growth of grace in the soul."

Christian Review.

) ♦ 2 Cor. ii: 16.—f iii: 5- f 2 Pet. iii: IS.
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“ Individual Christians, and churches in their collective capacity, 
feel the influence of the ministry under which they live, for good or 
ill; and this from various causes. The sacred office is an appoint­
ment of God; and it is inconceivable that from the exercise of it, 
little or no effect should result. A good man in this office can 
therefore do good, and a bad man evil, to souls, as by authority. 
The dignity and solemnity of this office also give it influence, and 
prepare the way for its efforts to be decisive; whether good through 
the excellencies of him who ministers, or bad, through the faults of 
his character. The frequency, or rather the constancy, with which 
the mind of the minister comes in contact with the minds of his 
people, in his public preaching and in his private intercourse, makes 
his influence upon them to be inevitable. No man can preach to 
his people, two sermons on every Sabbath, with perhaps lectures 
during the week, and visit among them, either in a social or pasto­
ral manner, and not be continually making impressions, of some 
sort, which will be formative upon their character. This will give 

Kt unspeakable sijlemnity to the review which ministers and their 
churches will take, in the day of final judgment.”—Ibid.

“ A mistaken notion has sometimes been held by men in the minis­
try, that the work should be divided into departments; that onfe 
minister is to labor to convert sinners, and another is to take them 
under his care for the formation of their characters, and their train* 
ing for heaven. And men have run through churches of different 
denominations in our country, professedly doing/Ae work of the 
first department, and committing that of the second to the regular 
pastors. No minister need fall into this mistake, who will read 
attentively and carry in his thoughts habitually, that apostolical 
charge, “Feed the church of God;” and who will study the charac­
ter of the Christian Ministry as it was exercised by the apostles. 
Paul and his brethren labored for the accomplishment of all which 
concerned the salvation of the people of Christ; from the first pro­
clamation of the gospel to the man '• dead in trespasses and sins,” 
through all the intermediate staged of conviction for sin, conver­
sion to God, introduction into the church, preparation for the Divine 
service on earth, for death in Christian triumph, and for transference 
to the paradise of God. And this is the business of every minister.”

Ibid.


