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A SERMON,
Prepared, especially for the Virginia Baptist Preacher, and ad­

dressed to the young Ministers of Va. by Rev. Wm. F. Broad­
dus, now of Lexington, Kentucky.

“ Take heed unto thyself."—1 Tim. iv: 16.

It is not strange that Paul manifested a tender solicitude for Timo­
thy’s success in the work of the gospel ministry. He was Paul’s 
son in the gospel; and by the laying on of Paul’s hands he had been 
inducted into that most responsible office. How natural that Paul 
should have great anxiety that his “ son Timothy” should be an able 
minister of the New Testament! Does the enquiry arise, why 
should Paul presume to instruct Timothy in his duty as a Christian 
minister, seeing Timothy was called to the work as well as he? 
The answer to this question rnay illustrate a subject which to some 
minds has been difficult. It has often been alledged, especially of late, 
that except the Holy twelve, no man has ever been called to the gos­
pel ministry. But Timothy was not one of the twelve, and yet he 
was set apart for this work, by the laying on of the hands of the 
Presbytery. Timothy therefore, not being inspired as Paul was, 
not having been miraculously taken to the “third heavens” to be in­
structed there, needed instruction by ordinarygneans, and the apostle 
addressed him two letters, with a view to improve him in all the 
qualifications necessary to enable him to do his work well.

In the text, a solemn injunction is laid upon Timothy to watch 
over himself: and it is the object of this discourse to illustrate and 
to enforce this injunction. And shall the writer be told that there 
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is no occasion for such an appeal to ministers of the present age? 
Alas! Alas! the proof is painfully abundant, on the right hand and 
on the left, that such an appeal is needed. Why is it, that so many 
men of fine pulpit talents, fail of accomplishing the great object of 
their labours? It is for the most part, because they do not take heed 
to themselves. Many preach s rmons which ought, in the nature of 
the case, to build up and strengthen the cause of God and righteous­
ness; and yet if the question should be asked, what is the result of 
their labours ? We should hesitate to decide, whether, upon the 
whole, religion has profiled or suffered, from their having lived upon 
earth, and occupied a place among the heralds of salvation. Al­
though such have laboured long and intensely, yet for want of ta­
king heed to themselves, their influence has been counteracted, and 
their labour lost forever.

We may consider, as claiming the special attention of ministers, 
I. Individual holiness.
II. Propriety, fn social intercourse.
I. Individual holiness. It is not denied to be the duty and. the 

privilege of all Christians, to aim at eminent holiness. But our 
object is to show that preeminent holiness is necessary to a minis­
ter’s success. If a preacher of the gospel would enjoy the appro­
bation of his Lord, in the great day, and have many souls given 
him as a reward for his toils in the vineyard, he must excel,

1. In the spirit of prayer. Dependent as he ison him who hassaid, 
“ Ask, and it shall be given,” we see at once that unless he abound 
in prayer, no fruit may be expected from his labours. “ That man 
preaches,” said a judicious hearer, “as if he had prayed over his 
sermon”—and this reflection carried conviction to the hearer, that 
the preacher was speaking for God, and for eternity, and soon the 
truth won him to Jesus. The character of his public prayers, will 
often indicate the nearness or remoteness of the minister’s intercourse 
with God. Nothing can answer as a substitute for a constant and 
persevering habit of secret prayer. The more he prays, the more 
he feels his need of the help he is seeking—the more he prizes 
the influences which God has promised, and the more he leans on 
that ar.n which has never yet permitted any to be overthrown. Let 
the minister then be emphatically a "praying man'' No matter 
how often per day, he leads the public, or the social, or the family 
prayer, let him never forget to commune with God in secret and to 
pour out his soul in earnest and anxious cries, that God having put 
him into this work, a work more arduous than any other that ever 
fell to the lot of mortals, will sustain him, and give him such power 
with men’s hearts as will make him instrumental of moulding them 
into the image of the adorable Jesus. The minister who cultivates

this frame of mind, may be expected to attain to great usefulness, 
not only because he is thereby qualified for the work which lies be­
fore him, but because God delights to honour the man who thus 
honours his institutions. ,

2. In love for souls. It is one of the strongest evidences of one s 
own gracious state, to love the souls of others, and earnestly to de­
sire their salvation. Indeed, if we do not ardently desire the con­
version and salvation of others, we may take it for granted, that we 
have erred in calling ourselves the friends of Christ; and on the 
other hand, if we sincerely desire the salvaton ot others, it may be 
to us consoling evidence that we ourselves have lasted the sweets of 
redeeming love; for why should we, out of good will to others, be 
anxious that they should enjoy a blessing, which we do not our­
selves enjoy ’ But the Christian minister has peculiar need of this 
ardent love for souls. Not unfrequently, he meets with discourage­
ments which in thaabsence of some powerful motive to counteract 
them, would lead him to abandon his arduous work; and then, un­
less his bosom burn with ardent Jove for the souls of men, he would 
retire with mortification from his office, and seek in some other way 
to glorify his divine master. Take for example, the discourage- 
ment arising from the want of co-operation on the part of the church. 
Often, the minister has the mortification to see that the members 
of the church have become so filled with the world, as to manifest 
but little regard for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom. The 
house of God is comparatively neglected, the prayer meeting de­
serted, the minister’s salary diminished, or unpaid,and in short, eve­
ry thing connected with the cause, seems to be retrograding. In 
this state of affairs, how natural for the minister to reason thus: 
“ My brethren will not aid me in my labours to build up the king­
dom; I can do nothing alone; my temporal interests, neglected by 
those who ought to provide for them, require all my attention : what, 
what shall I do ?” It is then, that he needs some motive operating 
immediately upon his mind, to counteract these withering discou­
ragements. The’ love of souls supplies such a motive. “ I see, 
says the afflicted servant of the Lord, “ my fellow-beings, wander­
ing in the paths of sin: I cannot bchr to witness their ruin. cost 
what it may, I must pursue them, and warn them of the wrath 
that is gathering around them ; and if others will not aid me, I must 
go out in the name of the Lord, and invite tl^ perishing hundreds 
around me to shelter themselves in the provisions of God’s grace. 
1 will cast my wife and little ones on a faithful Providence, and with 
poverty staring me in the face, I will labour, day and night to per­
suade men to forsake their sins, and accept the gospel salvation.
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Very frequently, sinners themselves, manifest a degree of indif­
ference, and even repugnance, to the religion of Jesus, which may 
well be expected to discourage the man who lives and labours to 
bring them to Christ. In such a case, how natural for the minister 
to come to the conclusion, that those who thus lightly esteem his 
anxiety for them, will not be likely to heed any thing he can say; 
and how reasonable for him to determine that he will not waste his 
solicitudes nor his labours upon those who do not appreciate them. 
Many under such circumstances, would retire, disheartened, from 
the field, and seek, in some other way, to fill the measure of their 
obligations to their divine master. But ardent love for souls will 
rise even above these appalling discouragements, and inspired with 
the hope of being able to recover some one sinner from his moral 
degradation, and restore him to the favour of God, the faithful ser­
vant of Jesus Christ resolves, that the possibility of saving even 
one soul shall justify him in expending all his strength, and devoting 
hK whole life, to tfyi work appointed him bj' his divine master.

Besides all this, the sovereign pleasure of God may, and no doubt, 
sometimes dods, deny to his most zealous and faithful ministers such 
an amount of success in their labours, as their wishes and their 
hopes had contemplated. Without attempting to account for it, it 
may be safely affirmed, that God’s sovereignly is engaged, both in 
giving and withholding, those influences, without which, no amount 
of talent, nor of labour, nor of self consecration, will avail any 
thing in the great work to which the minister is called. It is not 
designed by this remark, to insinuate, that God withholds, or gives, 
in mere sovereignty, and without adequate motive. On the contrary, 
it is certain, that he gives, or withholds, because it is right that he 
should do it; and because evil would result from a contrary course 
on his part. But then, his reasons, his motives, often lie beyond the 
reach of mortal investigation; and he crosses the expectations of 
his people, in cases which to them are utterly unaccountable. This 
often comes to pass in the experience of ministers. For years they 
labour in the vineyard of the Lord, exerting all their strength, ex­
hausting all their energies, and still, as if the hand of the Lord 
were turned against them, they are left to cry, “Lord, who hath 
believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?” 
Now under these discouragements, what but the love of souls, could 
constrain a man to persevere ? But he, who is accustomed to esti­
mate the soul's value in the light of divine revelation, will find 
his anxiety to do them good, increased, rather than diminished, as 
the difficulties in the way of success are multiplied; and conse­
quently his labours will abound, as the trembling apprehension in­
creases upon him, that, after all, his labours may be in vain.

3. The minister of the gospel should excel in a spirit of self de­
nial. Here again, let me not be understood as exonerating any 
Christian from the obligation to practise sell-denial. Alas I alas I 
It is to be feared that by thousands who bear the name, the self-de­
nial required in the gospel is scarcely acknowledged as a duty, and 
by still a greater number, is far, very far, from being carried into 
practice. Where is the Christian in these days, who sacrifices what 
is really a comfort to him, what is really necessary to his enjoyment, 
and consents really to suffer need, for the sake of advancing the 
kingdom of God, and of doing good to the souls of men. It may 
be hoped that some instances can be found : but it will be acknow­
ledged that they are extremely rare. The men of the world too 
often have occasion to ask, as they are accustomed to do tauntingly, 
“ what sacrifice do you make more than we I" Christians are seen 
pursuing worldly good with an eagerness utterly inexplicable in 
those whose affections are presumed to be withdrawn from the world. 
Hundreds of dollars, and months and years of anxious and unceas­
ing labour, are spent in raising large earthly estates, in building 
splendid edifices, in fitting their children for high places in the tem­
ples of earthly honour; while the meagre appropriationsthey make 
to the cause of God and religion, consist for the most part, in what 
may be substracted from the means of accomplishing worldly ob­
jects, without subjecting those objects to the slightest possible danger 
of defeat

Now it is certain that Christians will accomplish comparatively 
little towards supplying the world with the gospel, until a change 
shall take place in this respect throushout the entire family of 
Christ; until the command “deny thyself,” shall enter largely into all 
the plans which Christians form for operating in this world. But the 
Christian minister, above all others, must consent to this self-denial. 
He is to spend his life in a calling, which not only cannot secure to 
him a large amount of worldly good, but the duties of which are 
of such a nature, that extensive worldly prosperity, would greatly 
tend to disqualify him for their proper fulfilment. Whoever enters 
upon the ministerial office without the spirit of self-denial here 
recommended, will soon become miserable. Cut off by the nature 
of his profession from all prospect of worldly honour and emolu­
ment, and doomed never to possess what the human heart is prone 
to delight in, if he has not learned to “ deny himself’ he must soon 
begin to regret that he is committed to a profession, which closes 
against him the ordinary avenues of wealth, and precludes the pos­
sibility of his ever being able to enrol his name in the catalogue of 
those to whom the sons of earth are accustomed to do reverenee. 
But he who has learned to “deny himself” can look on earth’s 
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richest treasures and brightest honours, without longing for them, 
and can find in the smiles of his master, and the approbation of his 
own conscience, abundant recompense for what he must endure of 
privation and suffering, while prosecuting his labours against the 
frowns and sneers of unsanctified professors, and ungodly sinners.

4. The minister of the gospel should excel in faith. In com­
mendation of God’s servant, Stephen, it is written, “ he was full of 
faith.” ‘‘Without faith (it is said) it is impossible to please God.” 
In almost every enterprize, it will be found that faith is indispensable. 
Who could be willing to engage in an undertaking, that would cost 
much labour and sacrifice, without some assurance felt that success 
would result from his labours? In order therefore that a minister 
may be nerved for the conflict that awaits him in the prosecution of 
his labours, he must be baptized in the spirit of unwavering confi­
dence in God. Let him but feel that assurance which a well 
ordered reception of Bible truth will always inspire; that He who 
instituted the gjbspel ministry, will accomplish by it, all his gracious 
purposes^ that He who culled him to the work, will not suffer him 
to labour in vain; and that whatever may befall him, the temple of 
the Lord will finally be filled with spiritual worshippers; while all 
that have laboured for God will be amply rewarded, not according 
to the measure of their success, but according to the amount of their 
labours—let him be settled in this confidence, and whether he sees 
at present any fruit or not, he will be encouraged to persevere, re­
garding himself as belonging to a system of operations, by which a 
covenant keeping God intends to fill the universe with his glbty. 
With this confidence to sustain him, he undertakes great things for 
the Lord, makes the best possible use of his talents, and God’s bles­
sing upon his constant and faithful labours, cannot fail to make him 
a blessing to the church and to the world.

II. Propriety, in social intercourse. In entering upon this branch 
of the subject, so many items crowd upon the attention, that it will 
be difficult to bring within the limits prescribed for this discourse, 
all that might be advantageously said. It will scarcely be denied 
that a minister may possess most, if not all the qualifications, enu­
merated above, and yet for want of a proper deportment in the social 
circle, it may be- said of him, as it was once said of a minister, 
“when he is in the pulpit, his acquaintances say, he ought never to 
come out; and when he is out, they say he ought never to go in.” 
What a pity that talents and graces, eminently calculated to make 
a man both happy and useful, should be wasted, through a want of 
care, in regard to some matters intrinsically unimportant.

I. If a minister would fill his office, with honour to his master, 
and with profit to the souls of men, let him avoid a light and 
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trifling deportment in the social circle. It has often been said, 
and said with truth, that a reserved, melancholy demeanour is no 
mark of exalted piety. But great care should be taken, lest, in en­
deavouring to practise a becoming cheerfulness, the minister be not 
led into an unbecoming lenity. Some ministers counteract the effect 
of their most solemn pulpit appeals, by indulging themselves in a 
habit of devoting the hours given to social intercourse to light con­
versation. Lillie as we may think of it. the more pious and discreet 
of our church members, are often pained to witness in their minis­
ters, a deportment which they cannot approve, while the younger 
members of the flock arc led to regard the rules laid down in the 
pvlpit exhibition of religion as altogether too strict for real life; 
and poor christless sinners are made to wonder, that one who, while 
in the pulpit, warns his flock, with streaming eyes, and in impas­
sioned language, of the importance of devoting every hour, every 
moment, to the great busimss of eternity, should nt veilht less, whtn 
out of the pulpit, find so much time to spend, in a manner which 
would expose any member of his chinch, to the danger of being 
recognized, as the original of the sti iking portrait, he often draws 
in his sermon, of an inconstant professor of religion.

2. A minister may greatly weaken his influence in society, by 
becoming a partisan, in any matter, whether civil or political, 
with reference to which the people, of his charge are divided. 
There can, to be sure, be nothing in the sacred office which should 
prevent him from feeling an interest in the success or defeat of any 
measure, whether civil or political, according to his conscientious 
conviction, that it would be beneficial, or injurious, to interests as 
dear to him as to others. But it will very seldom happen that any 
question agitated in the community around him, will so materially 
involve bis personal interest and happiness, or the general good, as 
to justify him in jeopardizing his usefulness, for the sake of con­
tributing his mite towards obtaining such a decision as will accord 
with his own views. Let him consent to become a partisan in any 
such question, and he will most probably irrecoverably alienate the 
affections, and lose the confidence, of all that portion of the commu­
nity enlisted on the opposite side—and even those whose cause he 
has espoused, when the occasion for his services shall have passed 
away, will begin to acknowledge, that he has been acting below the 
dignity of an ambassador of peace, in landing hiiinfluence to the 
accomplishment of party purposes. It may indeed be a very serious 
question, whether a man whom God has called to the great work 
of saving souls, has a right to give any portion of his time or his 
talents, to the adjustment of questions involving merely the pros­
pects of his fellow beings in the present world. One thing is cer­
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tain; that whatever he does in such matters, must be done, with an 
eye single to the glory of God, and to the advancement of the Re­
deemer’s kingdom; and it will readily be perceived, that inmost 
instances, these interests will be best promoted by the minister’s 
standing aloof from all party strife and contention.

3. The preacher of the gospel should also be a teacher of the 
people. Whenever a minister shall neglect the work of teaching 
among the families of his congregation, it will soon be said that he 
is useful, only in the pulpit. Some ministers act as if they supposed, 
that when they leave the pulpit, their work is done, and that they 
have nothing afterwards to do, but to be waited on, and caressed, by 
those for whose benefit they labour. Accordingly, their deportment 
in the social circle, is haughty and distant, and their conversation 
consists mainly in detailing their various personal wants, and in 
complaining of those who da not take so much pains to provide for 
their comfort as in their own estimation is due. O how unbecom- 
ing the man w^iose Lord and master “came not to be ministered 
unto, but Jo minister,” that he should assume among his brethren 
an air of superiority, and manifest a desire to be honoured and ca­
ressed by all around him. Instances have occurred, in which such 
men have made themselves a burden so intolerable, to the families 
they were accustomed to visit, that nothing but a high respect for 
the office they filled, has prevented even pious people from denying 
them a continuance of their hospitalities. Now, if the minister 
would store his mind with useful knowledge, and accustom himself 
to remember, that when he enters a family or a social circle, it is 
his duty so to act, as to make it the better for all present, that he as- 
sociated with them, a thousand opportunities would present them­
selves for recommending bis divine master; and, judiciously avail­
ing himself of every opportunity, he would rarely spend an hour in 
such a circle without planting a seed in some heart, that would pro­
duce the “peaceable fruits of righteousness.” Meanwhile, his pre­
sence would be hailed by every family of his congregation, as a 
token of good for them; and even the unconverted, perceiving the 
kindness and uniformity of his endeavours to Bare them, would in 
many, very many instances, be won to that religion, which they see 
in his life so consistently developed.

4. The Christain minister should respect his office, if he would 
be respected by others, and expect to be useful. “ Let no man de­
spise thee,” was Paul’s injunction to a young minister. And how 
was this injunction to be complied with 1 Timothy had no miracu­
lous control of men’s hearts, by which he was able to direct their 
likings and dislikings. He could prevent their “dispising” him, 
only by pursuing such a course as would secure their confidence 

and esteem. In order to effect this, no starched effort to render 
himself very agreeable, will be found necessary. Indeed, such 
efforts frequently have a contrary tendency, by begetting in the 
minds of others a suspicion, that the man who uses them has some 
selfish end to promote by his excessive affability: and however men 
may tolerate sycophancy in themselves, they will never tolerate it 
in a minister. He who manifests by his fawning, that he regards 
the good opinion of his fellow men, Xvith greater anxiety, than he 
does the approbation of his divine master, will first be ridiculed, then 
despised. Let the minister therefore, strive to act such a part as a 
scriptural view of his office will dictate; let him, instead of con­
forming to the world, exhibit constantly in his deportment, a better 
way than the men of the world walk in, and it will be found that 
while a few will complain of him as possessing feelings of exclu­
siveness, the better portion cf mankind will do justice to his mo­
tives: and perceiving that he has too much respect for his office, to 
compromise its dignity, they will be led also to respect his office, 
and to respect him because his deportment evinces a proper regard 
for the office he fills.

5. If the Christian minister would succeed in the great work he 
has undertaken, let him seek to secure the affections and confidence 
of the rising generation. Ordinarily, he may not expect to be instru­
mental of converting those who are beyond his own ago, or even 
of equal age with himself Should he in a few such cases succeed, 
he may well number them with the unlooked for blessings, vouch­
safed to him by the overflowing goodness of his divine Lord. It is 
from the ranks of the young, that he is to expect the souls that are 
to shine in the crown of his rejoicing. Let him then conciliate the 
young. Let him regard all the youth of his congregation, as spe­
cially committed to his charge, and while he constantly prays for 
their conversion, let all his deportment towards them, evince, that 
he loves them, and does not mean to consent that they shall go down 
to perdition. Let direct efforts be made for their conversion at a 
very early age. If immediate success should not result, the im­
pressions made in childhood will often ripen in after life, and many 
an heir of glory will attribute his conversion, instrumentally, to 
the warm interest his pastor took in his salvation, even before he 
was of sufficient age to appreciate the motive which induced that 
interest.

And now, will it "be thought amiss, if the writer, in conclusion, 
address his young brethren of the ministry, in Virginia, particu­
larly I Having left his native state, most probably never to return 
(save only in hasty visits) he has pledged himself to many dear 
young brethren, never to forget them. They cannot be forgotten 1 
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O brethren! “ Tako heed to yourselves I” The age you live in, is 
increasing more and more in interest. Be ready for the great work 
that will be expected of you by God and man, in the increasingly 
rapid up-building of Immanuel’s kingdom. Some of you will 
live to witness what wo who arc soon to leave your ranks, have 
only been permitted to pray for. A well organized, efficient min­
istry, is becoming more and more important, as the church of God 
draws near the scenes of her greatest glory. Again 1 say, “take 
heed to yourselves!” And may you so live before boih God and 
man, as to secure to yourselves at last, a ‘‘ Well done I good, and 
faithful servant I” Amen 1

''“THE NATURE AND EFFICACY OF PRAYER:

A SERMON,

By Rev. E. Eshs, of South Carolina.

“ The effectual fervent prayer oj a righteous man availeth much." 
James v: 16.

But of the unrighteous man it is written, “ Even his prayer shall 
he abomination.” Shall we conclude, then, that he is excusable, in 
the neglect of prayer, or any other moral duty, because he is an 
unrighteous man 1 Or, shall we decide that, before he can be justly 
condemned and punished for the neglect of any moral duty; the 
Great Law-Giver must previously and necessarily impart to him 
the renovating influences of his grace? Notions of this sort, we 
must be permitted, here, to remark, are entertained by many. Be 
it distinctly remembered, however, that the law of God may as 
fairly be made void by the blessings of grace, as it can be considered 
nugatory in the absence of them. Of the subject of divine grace 
it is said, truly, “behold he prayethbut was it not his duty to 
have done so, even while he was the willing servant of Satan ? 
The carnal mind is enmity against God, is not subject to his law, 
heither indeed can be. And still, without abating aught, on this 
account, it is written, “ Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.”

They that are in the flesh cannot please God; and is he under ob­
ligation to make them new creatures, or suffer his revealed will to 
be constantly disregarded, with impunity, because they love dark­
ness rather than litrht? But the decision of the Saviour, in regard 
to prayer, as a duly of dependent beings, universally, is certainly 
conclusive; and “men,” accordingly, “ought always to Pray* 
They ought, also, to be subject to the Father of Spirits, in all 
things; but the righteous, only, offer unto God sacrifices of a spi­
ritual character. Their prayers are then,

I. Spiritual and particular,
II. Fervent and importunate,
III. Believing and effectual. .
I. Prayer is, in the first place, spiritual and particular: it is the 

indications of such desires as God approves. Now, that the flesh, 
in which there is naturally, no good thing docs not produce them, 
is very certain. Nor does any person, before he is renewed in the 
spirit of his mind, entertain tlixse desires. '1 lint the common in­
fluences of the divine Spirit do not produce them, may be safely de­
cided by the truth of their being peculiar to the new heart, which is 
not thus formed. They are found, however, in the new man, the 
partaker of the divine nature; and the Comforter, even the spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it sceth him not, 
neither knoweth him, abides with that individual forever. And the 
desires, essential to prayer, have existence by him. “ For we know 
not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
And thus does he help our infirmities. The flesh, truly, profiteth 
nothin^; for it is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure. He awakens and directs our desires, ant, 
hence appear his wisdom and his love. “ Lord, thou hast heard 
the desire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt 
cause thine ear to hear." And blessed, forever, be thy gracious 
name! ,.

Spiritual desires are also particular; being attracted by objects, 
not of human selection, but by those which the Spirit especially de­
signates. And we read, accordingly, that, “the preparations (or 
disposings) “ of the heart in man; and the answer of the tongue, 
are from the Lord.” How conscientiously, then, should we endea­
vour, in our petitions, to follow the guidance of heaven I For it is 
plain and certain that, if the inditing of the Spirit be inseparable 
from true prayer, every attempt of ours, without that disposing and 
infallible influence, must be essentially defective. And when we 
are “ praying in the Holy Ghost,” that our mouths will be filled 
with arguments in relation to one matter of ardent supplication
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and, that, generally, but one particular matter excites the proper 
ardour—who can doubt ? “ One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in his Temple.” One capital desire pervades the lengthy prayer of 
Solomon, at the dedication of the Temple, that God may hear in 
heaven, his dwelling place, the prayers of his people, in that house, 
or with their faces turned towards it, under what distress eoever they 
may cry unto him. And it is devoutly wished that this remark, in 
regard to prayer, may receive some serious attention. For the 
practice of multitudes, alas! shows but too plainly the absence of 
that self abasement and singleness of desire, ascribed to the spirit of 
grace; while their prayers, so called, are much more remarkable 
for the number and variety of the objects mentioned, than the humble 
importunity with which any particular one is sought. And how 
appropriate, in such cases, is the divine admonition, “ Be not rash 

\> with thy moutluand let not thy heart be hasty to utter any thing be­
fore God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth ; therefore 
let thy vvdrds be few.” And who, that knows his own heart, will 
not confess that he is frequently guilty of using jhe words of prayer, 
without the corresponding emotions ? But, when our supplications 
are really spiritual and particular; they are also,

II. In the second place, fervent and importunate. That we shall 
be fervent and importunate, when we pray spiritually, “according 
to the will of God,” cannot be reasonably questioned; for, thenp' 
that desire predominates, the accomplishment of which is certain. 
We do not desire, fervently, at the same time, every good gift—or/ 
even many dissimilar and unconnected favours—but, upon one all 
absorbing good, may the waiting suppliant sav, “ My heart is fixed, 
O God, my heart is fixed.” The groanings which cannot be uttered 
have a meaning, which is simple and exclusive, and a fervency 
which is as inimitable as it is peculiar. And he, who thus orders 
his cause before God, is truly importunate. When the object of 
his fervent prayer is, that the Lora may appear in Zion and revive 
his work in the earth; his sympathies and affections, in relation to 
it, become tender and ardent. He travails in birth for souls, and his 
prayer that Christ may be formed in them, as holy incense, ascends 
up to the throne of God. And the Lord hears his own elect who 
“ cry day and night unto him,” in regard to this, or any other mat- 
ter of prayer which he indites. For fervent prayer avails much. 
Jacob was certainly fervent and importunate when he said, “ 1 will 
not let thee go, except thou bless meand, of the same qualities do 
our supplications now partake, when, in truth, we have hearts to 
seek the God of Jacob. “ I am the Lord thy God, which brought 

thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will 
fill it.” But instead of believing the promise, and waiting with 
fervent desire, before the mercy seat; we neither hunger nor thirst 
after righteousness, nor ask, aright, until he pursuant of his fixed 
inteniton to give, prepares our hearts by the spirit of grace and 
supplication, to receive.

We may, indeed, be both fervent and importunate, without the 
special influences of the Spirit; but our prayer, in such cases, will 
certainly be ineffectual. Spiritual fervour, is very different from 
self-moved, or sympathetic fervour. And it is very possible, nay, 
we judge a case that frequently occurs, that the fervent desire, di­
rected by the Spirit towards a particular object, instead of being 
fully indulged in the pursuit of the good thus wisely and graciously 
selected, is incautiously expended in endeavours to encircle other ob­
jects, intrinsically desirable. Here is fervency, truly, proceeding 
too from the Spirit of life; but it is presumptuously diverted from 
the proper channel. The selfish worshipper, however, in view of 
the sensibility which appears in his exercise, improperly concludes 
that his prayer is decidedly spiritual.

But, while we regard the duty of “praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit;” let us not be unrriindlul of 
the “watching thereunto,” suggested by experience, and enjoined 
by the truth. For, to pray acceptably, we must not only have the 
divine influence in the origination of our desires, but be watchful of 
that immodest self-confiding disposition, which, if it does not at once 
oppose, is but too ready to blend with the motions of the Spirit, the 
wishes of the flesh. O, let us not, in this sacred employment^ lean 
to our own understanding; nor, in the neglect of it, impoverish our­
selves, slight others, or sin against God. And the pain that he 
must suffer, who has ever tasted that the Lord is gracious, but has 
now no cause to order before him,—no particular business at the 
posts of his doors—can be exceeded only by that which they endure 
whose knowledge of God commences in eternity. Let us not sup­
pose then that we pray spiritually, when like Saul, we force our­
selves to the offering; nor, that the sacrifice will be acceptable 
without fervency of spirit. But genuine prayer is always efficacious. 
For “the Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him.” In the full assurance of faith, then, may we draw right unto 
him, knowing that Avhat he hath promised, ne will certainly do; 
for his mercy endureth forever. 41 Ye have not, because ye ask not. 
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss.” But blessed be 
God, an unfailing promise encourages him who asks aright. That 
he may do so, indeed, ho must be spiritual and fervent, and then, the 
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happy consequences follow with indubitable certainty: “ for every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he that seekelh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened.”

III. Prayer, in the third place, is consequently, believing, and 
effectual. That faith is inseparable from effectual prayer, will, 
surely, not be denied; for “ How shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed ?” “Without faith it is impossible to please 
him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” And our faith, 
while engaged in prayer, must have regard to the positive declara­
tions and promises of God, or, to the sensible impulses of the Spirit: 
Now, the promises of God, and the intercession of the Spirit are 
always in perfect unison; to suppose it possible, then, for any per­
son to pray in the Holy Ghost, and still to be unsuccessful, cannot 
be admitted. For all the promises of God, in Christ, are yea, and 
in him amen, unto the Glory of God by us. “And he that searcheth 

X> the hearts kn^weth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the Saints according to the will of God.” 
The Lord will certainly do all his pleasure; and. as hewill be inquir­
ed of by the house of Israel to do it for them,l\seit instrumentality 
is, accordingly employed, and their prayers rise up with acceptance 
before him. O thou that hearest prayer, let us come unto thee in 
faith, and with those desires which are agreeable to thy holy will. 
And happy are they who are more attentive to the will of God, ih 
their prayers, than to the will of the flesh. “Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find.” What precious words I But, 
do all that ask, receive? Do all that seek find? Or, are the 
true riches bestowed upon those only, who ask according to the 
will of God. His will appears truly, in the promises, and in 
the intercession of the Spirit; but we hence infer that it is defi­
nite and immutable. “ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering." 
The existence of faith, when we ask any thing of the Lord, sup­
poses an assurance, derivrd from the promises by the Spirit; but 
should the prayer of faith avail nothing, then indeed, would that 
sacred assurance cease to be sure ! But the prayer of faith never 
exceeds the promises of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Unsuc­
cessful prayers must, therefore, be deemed unbelieving and spurious. 
For the Lord is not slack concerning his promises, as some suppose; 
but “this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we kno,w that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him." Who, then, can doubt the efficacy of 
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prayer? Behold, accordingly, the heavenly minded Christian, ha­
bitually given to meditation and prayer, growing in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour jesus Christ. Like a prince 
he prevails with the king of kings, as did Jacob anciently, having 
power with God ! Behold the church as the elect of God putting 
onbowelsof mercy and crying humbly to God in behalf of those 
who are perishing without, speedily break forth into singing, and 
stretch forth the curtains of her habitation that the redeemed of the 
Lord may come in I Behold the childien of ignorance and cruelty, 
in the dark places of the earth, coming up, in answer to prayer, to the 
standard of the Prince of Peace I For ‘I say unto you, that if two of 
you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” O how 
great the encouragement, then, with which we may approach the 
mercy-scat I But how fruitless the attempt often proves, when, 
without the needful preparations of the heart, we rudely venture 
to employ the voice of supplication. Let us be deeply humbled, dear 
fellow-christian, under a sense of our spiritual barrenness. And 
let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy. The prayer of faith saves the sick; nor does it fail in re­
gard to any other object to which it is directed. Humility, certainly, 
and a devout concern—instead of a disposition to excuse our un­
fruitfulness—should, in the absence of this heavenly gift, distinguish 
a believer’s feelings. But, of the excellency of this gift, let him be 
fully persuaded. And, by prayer and supplication, let his requests 
be made known unto God, who will assuredly strengthen him 
“with all might, accordingto his glorious power, unto all patience 
and long-suffering with joyfulness.” Or, in the hour of danger, 
that his escape may be certain, will “horses and chariots of fire” 
appear for his relief! O, who will faint, while he has audience at 
the throne of grace?” “Call upon me in the day of trouble,” 
saith the Lord, “ I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” To 
that kind, inspiring invitation, “ Seek ye my face,” may the heart 
of every Saint respond, “ Thy face, Lord, will I seek.” “ The 
young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the 
Lord shall not want any good thing."' O come, then, ve people of 
the most high, and “ pour out your heart before him.’ “And all 
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re­
ceive. “ Let none, then be faithless or desponding* For prayer is 
the draft of the Spirit upon the treasury of heaven!

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen 1



EDITORIAL.

The present Number closes the first volume of the Virginia Bap­
tist Preacher; and the Editor feels pleasure in saying to its patrons 
and readers, that the work seems thus far, to have enjoyed the ap­
probation of the community, and the favour of God. Its success 
has been greater than was anticipated for the first year; and its pros­
pects for the next, encourage the hope of more widely extended 
usefulness.

As regards the execution of the work, some improvement may 
be expected in the next volume. This, although a minor considera­
tion, is nevertheless a consideration: for who does not prefer a book, 
other things being equal, executed on good paper, with good type, 
and neatly covered? As the subscribers increase, the means will 
be increased, for rendering the work the more attractive in this re­
spect.

With regard to contributions of sermons, too, the horizon widens 
around us, and the skies brighten above us. We have heretofore 
been weir supplied ; as our pages sufficiently testify. And the con­
tributors to the present volume will continue its firm supporters, in 
addition to which, we have the promise of other talented and effi­
cient ministers who have not yet appeared in our columns.

We are quite willing that the present volume be received as a 
specimen of the work. That it is above criticism is not pretended. 
That no ungrammatical sentence, or inconclusive argument, or in­
applicable quotation, mars its pages, we do not affirm. But we are J 
quite willing, nevertheless, to let this volume serve as a specimen of 
the pulpit labours of one denomination in this Old Dominion, the 
practice of whose ministers is not to read their sermons from the 
pulpit, but to preach them from notes, or without other preparation 
than a mind well stored with matter touching the subject to be dis­
cussed, poured forth in language suggested by the occasion, and 
dictated by a heart deeply impressed with religious principle and 
feeling. But that the literary and religious character of the work 
will also improve, how can any doubt possibly exist? The ser­
mons already published have been furnished from the stock of pas­
toral and evangelical labour, which is abundant in many parts of 
the State, added to a few discourses preached on special occasions. 
There can be no doubt that many productions of both these classes, 
perish among us every year, which could survive and be made ex­
tensively useful, by no other means than such as those afforded by 
this very work. One sermon delivered to one congregation, be­
comes, by being transferred to our columns, multiplied by two thou­
sand.
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Bro- Keeling :
As a strong desire has been expressed 

that my sermon on the “Remission of Sins,” delivered, 
Lord’s Day morning, Nov. 13, 1842, should be printed, I 
cheerfully comply with your request to furnish a copy, for 
publication in the Virginia Baptist Preacher.

Of the soundness and importance of the views maintained 
in the discourse, I am fully convinced. These sentiments 
have been religiously adopted by the Baptist denomination 
from time immemorial. For their maintenance they have 
toiled and suffered and bled. And what is of far greater 
moment, they are, if we are not utterly deceived, the teach­
ings of the Holy Spirit. They constitute a part of “ the 
faith once delivered to the saintsand for which an apostle 
enjoins us to contend earnestly.

As the main design of my sermon was to combat the dog­
ma, that sins are remitted in baptism, so zealously supported 
by Mr. A. Campbell, and his adherents, I deem it proper, in 
order to avoid the imputation of misrepresenting his views, 
to present a few quotations from his writings.

“ So in religion, a man may change his views of Jesus, 
and his heart may also be changed towards him; but unless 
a change of state ensues, he is still unpardoned, unjustified, 
unsanctified, unreconciled, unadopted, and lost to all Chris­
tian life and enjoyment.” Christian System, p. 200.

“ Whatever the act of faith may be, it necessarily becomes 
the line of discrimination between the two states before de­
scribed. On this side and on that, mankind are in quite dif­
ferent states. Op the one side, they are pardoned, justified, 
sanctified, reconciled, adopted and saved: on the other, they 
are in a state of condemnation. This act,” (mark it!) “ is 
sometimes called immersion, regeneration, conversion.”— 
Christian System, p. 201.

“ These expressions,”, (immersed, converted, regenerated,) 
“in the apostle’s style, denote the same act.” Christian 
System, p. 203. .

“ And to him that made the washing of day from the 
eyes, the washing away of blindness, it is competent to make 
the immersion of the body in water efficacious to the wash­
ing away of sin from the conscience.” Christian System, 
p. 225.
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“ Are we not warranted to say—that all who, believing' 
are immersed for the remission of sins, have the remission 
of their sins in and through immersion?” Christian Sys­
tem, p. 247. 9

“ Baptism is the only medium divinely appointed, through 
which the efficacy of the blood of Christ is communicated 
to the conscience. Without knowing and believing this, im­
mersion is as empty as a blasted nut. The shell is there 
but the kernel is wanting.” “ If men are conscious that their 
sins are forgiven, and that they are pardoned before they are 
immersed; I advise them not to go into the water, for they 
have no need of it.” Christian Baptist, vol. 6, p. 160, and 
188; quoted from the Columbian Star & Christian Index, 
vol. 3. p. 167.

From the above extracts, the following positions are clear­
ly deducible:

k, !• That a change of heart does not ensure a change Of 
state, or the “ remission of sins.” “ A man may change his 
views of Vesus, and his heart may also be changed towards 
him; but unless a change of state ensues,,he is still unpar­
doned, <$~c.” r

2. That immersion, which is used synonymously with re­
generation, or conversion, is essential to the remission of 
sms. “Baptism is the only medium divinely appointed 
through which the efficacy of the blood of Christ is com­
municated to the conscience.”

3. That the remission of sins is ensured or obtained “ in 
and through immersion:” Christ, who made the washing 
ot clay from the eyes, the washing away of blindness, ma­
king the immersion of the body in water efficacious to the 
washing away of sin from the conscience.”

4. That baptism is utterly useless to those who are con­
scious that their sins have been pardoned without it: They 
have no need “ to go into the water.”

These are the views which I have combatted in the ser­
mon. I believe them to be erroneous, unscriptural, and of 
injurious tendency. I have endeavored to show that they 
are not taught by Christ and his apostles, and that they are 
subversive of the evangelic scheme of salvation.

J. B. JETER.
. i


