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PAUL HARVEY’S BAPTISM
Water baptism is a personal 

testimony of the candidates 
belief in the death, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord. 
It symbolizes his personal 
vowtowalk in newness of life. 
It bears witness of his belief 
in the bodily resurrection 
(Romans 6: 3 - 5). It is also 
a believers response to the 
Lord's direct command(Matthew 
28: 19 - 20).

Famous news commentator, 
Paul Harvey was convinced 
a certain emptiness in his 
life came from the fact that 
he had never obeyed the Lord's 
command at this point of bap
tism. Because of that con
viction, he was baptized at 
the hands of a small church 
in Cave Creek, Arizona last 
year after which he found 
that peace of mind and heart 
that had been so illusive to 
him. In these days when some 
of the people called Baptists 
are degrading this beautiful 
ordinance of baptism and de
emphasizing its importance, 
we would do well to read the 
testimony of Paul Harvey con
cerning his baptism. Here is 
what he has to say:

"Newsmen are said to have 
tough hides, cold hearts, 
'printer's ink in their veins.' 
We see so much of tragedy, 
disaster, the mud and blood 
that makes news. Understand
ably, we can become insensi
tive, cynical, hard.

"That's why I'm grateful 
for what happened to me just 
about a year ago. It took 
place up a little mountain 
road in Cave Creek, Arizona. 
I think today that all the ex
periences in my life had been 
building up to this one.

"By 1945 I had my own net
work news program. By 1968 I 
was on television and doing a 
newspaper column as well.

"Seemingly, I had achieved 

everything for which a man 
could ask. Everything, that 
is except for a quiet heart.

"Something was missing. 
There was a vague emptiness 
in my life an incompleteness 
that I could not define.

"This emptiness was still 
with me in March of last 
year when Angel (Mrs. Harvey) 
and I were vacationing near 
Cave Creek, Arizona. We no
ticed a small church on an 
isolated hilltop. On impulse 
one bright Sunday morning 
Angel and I decided to attend 
a service there. We drove 
up the mountain road and as 
we rounded the last turn, the 
little steeple pierced an azure 
sky, and white clapboard si
ding reflected the morning sun.

"Inside were a dozen or so 
worshipers on wooden folding 
chairs, a scene reminiscent 
of ones I had seen many times 
as a youth. During those for
mative years, there was one 
scripture verse I learned that 
had stayed with me throughout 
the years: 'For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son,that whoso
ever be!ieveth in Him should 
not perish, but have every- 
lasting life.' (John 3:16)

"Sometimes I would get to 
thinking about that-how won
derful it was. I never made 
it to the altar in any church 
but I liked that promise of 
'everlasting life.' So one 
night, alone in my room, kne
eling at my bed, I offered my 
life to Christ.

"Now, as the upright piano 
sounded a familiar melody in 
this unfamiliar little Arizo
na church, I was reminded of 
my long-ago expression of 
'belief.' I did indeed 'be- 
1i eve'.

"The minister mounted his 
pulpit. As his eyes swept 
the congregation, he said, 'I 

see we have visitors here.' 
He paused for a moment, then 
added, 'I don't often talk a- 
bout baptism, but today I'm 
going to talk about baptism.' 
Inside I yawned. But then, 
for some reason my attention 
began to focus on the simple 
eloquence of this country 
preacher.

"He talked about how alone 
man is without a heavenly 
Father, how much we needed to 
surrender our lives to Him to 
find any real purpose for li
ving.

"But I thought, hadn't I 
done this?

" 'Now I'm going to assume,' 
continued the minister, 'that 
most of you here this morning 
have already made this com
mitment. But the giving of 
your life to Jesus is just 
the first step in your life 
as a Christian. There is a- 
nother step: baptism-the way 
Jesus experienced it, by im
mersion in water. This be
comes the outward expression 
of your inward commitment.

" 'This baptism,' he con
tinued, 'through the symbolic 
burial of your old self and 
the resurrection of a new one, 
is your public testimony to 
your commitment.' He quoted 
supportive scripture, paused 
let it sink in.

" 'There is no magic in the 
water,' he added. 'One's im
mersion is simply an act of 
obedience, a sign of total 
submission to God.

"Submission to God.
"I twisted on my chair, 

new understanding discomfited 
me. Long years ago I had 
asked to be saved but had I 
offered to serve? I began to 
realize how much of me I had 
been holding back. I thought 
of my prayer time each morn
ing driving to my Chicago

(Continued on Page 4)
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THE STRUGGLE - THEN AND NOW

There is a deep and in
tense struggle among North 
Carolina Baptists and Southern 
Baptists today. What is it 
all about? It is a struggle 
between a philosophy of de
nominational ism and gospel 
truth. Our denominational 
philosophy ought to conform 
to Gospel truth but, sadly e- 
nough, it doesn't. The world 
waits to see which will take 
precedence. It is not a new 
struggle in the history of 
Christendom. It is a strug
gle that minifested itself in 
the book of Galatians.

UNDER ATTACK
As Paul writes the book of 

Galatians he is a man under 
attack, and those of us in 
Baptists United can certainly 
sympathize with him. The 
Judaizers were dogging his 
steps. They were attacking 
his apostleship. He had to 
remind them that his apostle
ship was not bestowed by man. 
They were attacking his mes
sage and he had to remind 
them that it was not received 
of man but of the Lord while 
he was in Arabia. They were 
attacking his character. 
They were calling him an im
poster and, as revealed in 
other of his letters, they at
tacked his character more se
verely at other times. 
Judaizers were trying to cor
rupt and pervert the Gospel 
with ceremonial law. They 
were maintaining that one 
must adhere to the laws of 
circumcision before he could 
be a Christian and that Chris
tianity was only for the Jews. 
In essence, one must become 
a Jewish proselyte before he 
could be a true Christian. 
This was their denominational 
philosophy. Paul was saying 
"NO!" He was fighting for 
a pure Gospel.

BY GRACE
He maintained that obedi

ence to ceremonial law was 
no part of salvation - that 
salvation came by grace thru 
faith. He emphasized his 
freedom from the lav/ that he 
found in Christ, and yet he 
often referred to himself as 
a "bond servant" of Jesus.

The conflict led to a con
ference at Jerusalem. Paul, 
Barnabas, and Titus went to 
Jerusalem and conferred with 
Peter, James and John. Paul 
points out that these men 
were highly regarded among 
Christians and were pillars 
of the Church but they did 
not change Paul's view. They 
asked that Titus be circumci
sed for the sake of peace and 
harmony. Paul steadfastly 
refused and would not give 
quarter to them for even one 
hour. While he respected 
them, he would not accomodate 
the Gospel to their peace 
making efforts. A compromise 
was worked out. Peter would 
be the preacher to the circu
mcision and Paul would be the 
preacher for the uncircumci
sion. But, as always, the 
compromise had within it the 
seed of conflict.

ANTIOCH
The conflict came to a head 

in Antioch as is recorded in 
chapter two. Simon Peter had 
been eating with the Gentiles 
and eating their kind of food. 
Obviously they had not been 
adhering to the "pure food 
laws" of Jewish tradition but 
when a group of Jewish Chris
tians from Jerusalem arrived, 
Simon Peter and the other 
Jews separated themselves from 
the Gentile Christians for 
fear of what might be said 
back at Jerusalem. He even 
persuaded "good old" Barnabas 
over with him.

Now Peter was a famous man. 
He was the one who preached 
at Pentecost. He had made 
many noble stands against the 
Sandhedrein. He was so fa
mous and powerful at times in 
his life that the sick were 
laid along the streets where 
he would pass so that his sha
dow might fall over them. 
Yet, when he needed to take a 
stand concerning error within 
the faith he was cowardly. 
Paul respected him but yet 
he would have no part of his 
heresy. He rebuked him open
ly at Antioch and pointed out 
his inconsistency and hypo
crisy for all to hear. Ob
viously,the compromise worked 
out at Jerusalem was not ten
able to a pure Gospel.

TODAY
The place is different. 

The names are changed. The 
terminology is different but 
the_struggle today in the 
North Carol ina Baptist Conven
tion is the same. The Juda
izers were trying to press a 
denominational philosophy 
down on the Gospel of Jesus. 
If they had been successful, 
Christianity would have been 
nothing more than another 
Jewish sect like the Phari
sees and the Saducees. Thank 
God Paul won the struggle by 
the help of the Holy Spirit. 
Again today, there are those 
trying to press a philosophy 
of denominational ism down on 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It is a philosophy of so-cal
led "diversity" which calls 
upon us to walk in fellowship 
in the Gospel with those who 
deny very basic Gospel truthes. 
The immediate issue is Bap
tism. The larger issue is 
the integrity of the Gospel. 
They would give so-called 
"autonomy" precedence over 
Gospel truth and they would 
pervert the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to conform to denomi
national philosophy.

BAPTISM
Of course,there are those 

who claim that baptism is 
"legalistic"(as if a command 
of Jesus could possibly be 
"legalistic".) They further 
claim that the command of 
Jesus to baptize in Matthew 
28 is of no consequence-that 
baptism doesn't make any 
difference. They would ac
comodate the gospel at this 
point to the philosophies of 
men and sacrifice this beau
tiful New Testament ordi= 
nance on the altar of denom
inational ism.

CONTENDERS
Those of us who are con

tending for a pure gospel 
are having to contend with 
men of great renown - pillars 
of the denomination! We are 
encountering "Simon Peters" 
on every hand but we must 
withstand them openly, that the 
integrity of the gospel will 
be maintained. Paul conten- 
(Continued on Page 4)



THE ALLRED AMENDMENT Southern Baptist Watershed?
BY DR. JULIAN HOPKINS

Thurman Allred's proposed amen
dment to the constitution (see Bib
lical Recorder,June 17, 1972, p.29) 
is not the answer. To refuse mem
bership in the Convention to church 
members who have not been immersed 
simply because the truth had been

withheld from them, and allow membership to pas
tors and other leaders (in the same church) who
withheld the truth from them is ridiculous. It
is like putting the innocent in jail and turning 
the guilty loose.

The people the Allred amendment would elimi
nate from .the Convention had no part in making 
their church a non-Baptist church. That was done 
before they were received into its membership, 
and it was done by the people this amendment 
would accept as messengers to the Convention.The 
pastors and leaders that did this, did it knowing 
they were rejecting a clear command of Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 28:19-20). These people who have 
been sprinkled in other denominations and 
are received into such churches without being 
immersed believe they have received Christian 
baptism. The pastors and leaders know they have 
not(Matt.28:20). Thus, these pastors and leaders 
are practicing deception in their churches. They 
will do the same in the Convention if allowed to 
participate in its policy-making power by voting, 
holding office, serving on boards, committees, 
etc.

Any church that approves both sprinkling and 
immersion as baptism is not a Baptist Church in 
the tradition of State and Southern Baptists nor 
is it in accord with the teaching of the New 
Testament. Therefore, it has no right to ask 
for participation in a Baptist Convention.

Letters
Dear Bob,

This letter is to express my appreciation to 
you for the most excellent job you did in publi
shing the first issues of Baptists United News,. 
The articles, the materials, and the layout in 
general were all attractive to the eye as well 
as to the heart. My prayers and support are with 
you in this new responsibility.

The Baptists United News has been a dream in 
my heart for some time now. As you know, I had 
the privilege of making the second to the motion 
that the new publication for North Carolina Bap
tists be produced each month with you as editor.- 
I believe the Lord was leading in this new move 
of Baptists United for Spiritual Revival.

Sincerely, your friend and 
brother in Christ,

Gerald C. Primm, Editor
Sword and Trowel

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Sword and Trowel is now en
gaged in a program of expansion. Let’s give it 
our whole hearted support.

DON'T MISS A FORTHRIGHT ARTICLE BY MISSIONARY 
WORTH GRANT IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF BAPTISTS UNITED 
NEWS CALLED, ’’THE NAIL THAT STICKS OUT GETS 
HAMMERED DOWN”.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

The editor of Christianity Today* one 
of the most prestigious and highly respec
ted theological journals of our day with 
broad readership throughout the world* 
has summarized the consequences of the 
recent Southern Baptist Convention actions 
concerning the Broadman Bible Commentary 
as succinctly and pungently as any one we 
have read after. Here is what he said: 

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
in Philadelphia reversed their former decision about the 
“Broadman Bible Commentary.” Previously the con
vention forced the Sunday School Board to withdraw 
Volume 1 on Genesis-Exodus and have it rewritten so 
as to be more representative of traditional Baptist con
victions. The recent decision gives the board the green 
light to publish differing viewpoints, which in the plainest 
English means de facto endorsement and promotion of 
destructive higher critical views within the denomination.

Already the Broadman series has adduced the docu
mentary hypothesis of the Pentateuch and has included 
such assertions as: the Book of Esther may be fictional; 
Daniel was written around 165 b.c., years after the pre
dicted events occurred; the Messianic psalms do not 
refer to the coming Messiah; there were two Isaiahs, not 
one; Jesus did not walk on the water; the Gospel of John 
was not written by John the beloved. These are not sim
ply matters of interpretation. No one is arguing against 
presenting differing viewpoints, such as Arminianism 
versus Calvinism, or discussing varying baptismal prac
tices, or debating whether church government should 
take the congregational, presbyterian, or episcopal form. 
What is at stake here is the trustworthiness of the Bible.

In 1925 and again in 1963 the Southern Baptist Con
vention approved the statement that the Bible “has God 
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter.” The action of the 
1972 convention compromises this controlling principle 
and opens the floodgates to all kinds of serious theo
logical error.

The pages of church history abound with examples of 
what happens when the full fruit of such a viewpoint is 
harvested—theologically liberal seminaries, defective 
churches, a declining interest in evangelism, and at last 
apostasy. This will ultimately be the unhappy course of 
the Southern Baptist Convention if the present action is 
not in turn reversed at the next convention.*1 □ 
EDITOR'S NOTE:
This article is reprinted from the June 2S* 
1972 issue of Christianity Today.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Below is a financial report submitted 

by our treasurer, Rev. J. Harvey Clark. 
Getting this publication under way has 
been costly and we need your continued 
financial support. This issue had to be 
delayed because at one point there was 
not enough funds available for the mail
ing. May we count on you?

FINANCIAL REPORT-BAPTISTS UNITED 
Balance 1-22-72 ............................. $ 431.39
Receipts(Churches & Individuals) 798.51 
Total .................................................. $1,229.90
Disbursements .................................. 959.64
Balance 6-30-72 ......... ................... $ 270.26
J. Harvey Clark} Treasurer
610 Berkshire Dr., Statesville, N.C.28677



(Continued from Page 1) 
studio at 4:30 a.m. Often on 
the dark deserted expressway 
I would seem to hear God's 
plan for the day. But by the 
time I was halfway downtown, 
I'd be arguing with Him,making 
exceptions, denying His di
rections .

"Could this be the source 
of my uneasiness the inconsis
tency within me?

"Now the minister was lo
oking over his spectacles at 
the congregation. 'If anyone 
here agrees with me about the 
importance of this and wants 
to be baptized, step up here 
and join me beside this pul
pit.'

"I found myself on my feet, 
down the aisle, by his side.

"The preacher had said 
there was nothing magic in 
the water. Yet as I descended 
into its depths and rose again, 
I knew something life-chang
ing had happened. A cleans
ing inside out. No longer 
did there seem to be two un
certain, contradictory Paul 
Harveys - just one immensely 
happy one. I felt a fulfill
ing surge of the Holy Spirit.

Afterward, I cried like a 
baby, a kind of release I su
ppose. I remember looking at 
Angel and her eyes were shin
ing. She knew well what this 
meant to me, for she had been 
blessed with the same experi
ence as a girl.

"The evolving joy has been 
escalating. Yesterday I was 
praying for guidance and not 
really meaning it; today the 
difference is in a genuine 
desire to know what He wants 
and an eagerness to do as He 
says. Though I had learned 
John 3:16 early in life, it 
took me till last year to 
learn John 14: 15 as well:'If 
you love me, keep my command
ments.' The Christian life 
is one of obedience, not par
tnership.

"Sometimes I see a similar 
eagerness in the faces of 
young people caught up in the 
growing Jesus movement so 
prominent in the news today. 
I can identify with their 
joyous expressions as they 
rise up out of the water after 

their baptisms. And I see 
their increasing number of 
baptisms as irrefutable evi
dence the Holy Spirit is 
everywhere He is invited, 
changing for good all those 
He touches.

"The change this simple 
act has made in my life is 
so immense as to be indescri
bable. Since totally yielding 
to Him through the symbolism 
of water baptism, my heart 
can't stop singing. I've 
shaken off a lifelong habit 
of fretting over small things. 
A thousand little worries 
and apprehensions have simply 
evaporated.

"Also, perhaps because ba
ptism is such a public act- 
and because one's dignity gets 
as drenched as one's body- 
I've discovered a new unself
consciousness in talking 
about my beliefs.

"The other evening, on a 
speaking trip, I was flying 
over west Texas into a beau
tiful sunset. My heart swel
led with joy in my new surren
der and I thought how wonder
ful : If this is not more than 
what the unbelievers believe, 
a sort of self-hypnosis,it 
nevertheless affords an inner 
peace which passes all under
standing. And, if it is 
what we blievers believe, 
then we have all this—and 
heaven too!"
(Adapted from Guideposts 

June, 1972)

EDITORIAL
(Continued from Page 2) 
ded for a pure gospel. Like
wise, those of us in Baptists 
United are contending for a 
pure gospel. We are main
taining that it should be 
unencumbered and uncorrupted 
by the ideas and the philo
sophies of men. It doesn't 
really matter whether the 
adversaries of the Gospel 
are using ceremonialism, 
autonomy, or a perversion 
of soul competency to per
vert the Gospel. The end 
result is the same.

Antioch was a tragedy. 
Peter had been a great man. 
He had preached in power, 

but at Antioch he tried to 
become a compromiser and a 
fence straddler. We never 
hear much from his ministry 
after that. He was the 
kind of man who would say 
to Paul "Now Paul, I am 
just as conservative as you. 
I believe the same Gospel 
that you believe. I believe 
it the same way that you do 
but I just don't want to 
take an open stand on it." 
"We all have to get along to
gether." - and for the sake 
of "harmony". He took his 
stand with those who were 
perverting the Gospel. Paul 
took the offensive in Antioch 
and if Simon Peter made any de
fense of his position at An
tioch, the Holy Spirit didn't 
see fit to record it in the 
New Testament. We can't re
ally say that Paul had a great 
victory at Antioch but we 
thank the Lord that in the 
final analysis, the pure 
gospel that he preached pre
vailed and the gospel of 
Jesus was preserved unto us 
today.

HOW ABOUT YOU?
Any preacher who gets a- 

way from the pure gospel will 
lose his greatness as a pre
acher of the gospel. We Bap
tists have always advocated 
a pure gospel. Now there 
are those who are saying that 
we can contaminate it and 
still maintain our Christian 
integrity. Some of us are 
saying "N0!"Men in high places 
are compromising. What will 
you do?

R.M.T.
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